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La cture w I . 

In view o~ the partial construction of two intcroceanic 

Uanals betvreon the Atlantic and Pncilic Ocaane 1t has been deemed 

wise that a study should bo made of the existing Cl nd1tions of af

fairs in the vast area to be c.ffected, directly ana. inoire?ctly, 

b y jihis proposed sea route; in the Naval, c ommer-c ial , a~ so ttf z.u,

as it may be pertinent, political aapects th~t are presented . 

In addition to this, it is proposed to <liscuss, so f a r as 

time allows, the modifications, in the trade routes and trade 
"'I 

movements which would be likely to ariso, fnom the opening of~ 

Ship Canal, nnd to examine t e predominance of the various Naval 

powers uver these routes and over the bodies of water through 

whic.:h they pass. 

While thns indicating the subject matter in general upcn 

which these lectures are based, I feel it n0t out of place to give 

lle,r;c t!:1e s ubject of each leatl:lre and in this way cutline more def

initely the series . 

The first le~!l tre bes ides being introuuctor / in its na tuo-e.. 

will treat especially of the tra d e a nd trade routes now existing 

between the Atlant ic and Pacific, showing how bo th will be effectea 

by t he Canal 

The sec ond~aoa:!th±ed lectures 'Nill ombrace a Naval and 

Commcrdial examination of tho::;e ports ancl. harburs of the Gulf of 

Mexico nnd Caribbean Sea, tlrn t aro important in a military c.. r c om

~ercial sense, wi th r~spect to the traae routes L the Canal and 
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t o the Cana l it selr • 

The f ourth l ecter e Embraces an inquir~ into t lie poli t ica. 

s tate of the Central American countries likely to be most affected 

b y the Canal, anq. a narration of the international questions bear

ing upon the Canal. 

The fifth and final lecture will give the general conclu

sions aerived from the preceding leoture.s accomp~nied ~~dis-
~ ,,.. 
~ 

cussion of the Canal question iA •• if11ts bix ~u,eic And it bear.;s ,. 

in its different aspects towards the Unitea. States • 

It wi ll be found as we progress that, alt.ho gh the sub-., 

j e cts of t hese lectures cluster about the great central one of the 

opening of the inter~oceanic Canal, ttw.-t other questions of inter-

est necessarily arise and are disoussed with greater or less freed~ 
. 

according to thec..r importance. 

The three plans that have been of lat~ years presented 

1·or the solution of the question of Ship transit to the Pacific 

from the mid Atlantic are , 

Ist The construction of an inter-oceanic Canal at the Isthmus 

of Panama. 

2nd The construction of an inte r-Ocoani~ Canal ana wat er r out e 

b y t ile way of Nicar agua, and 

3rd The construction of an inter-Oceanic 'Ship railway across 

t h e Isthmus of Tehuant4pec. 
. 

The first or Panama Canal is not now in the course of 

const r uct~ on
1

though t he work now abandonea may be revived on some 

othe i- basis. 

~ -
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The preliminary work having been completed t he ground 

was broken for this Canal in ! 802, and from a sifting of the va~ 

rious reports made it is deemed fair to assume that this great en

'terprise was less than one third completed when the work was aban

doned • 

Of the Nicaragua route it can be briefly stated that the 

concession from fhe Nicaraguan Government,recentlr renewed under 

certain conditions1 is held by a Company auly and legally chartered 

b y the Congress of the United Sta tes, detailed surveys having been 

previously maue. This route is 1A.e final result of the many sur

veys carried on at various times and parts of the Central American 

and Mexican Isthmus by Officers of the Unit ed State s Navy and is ~ 

the favorite one with Americans • 

The last plan r r e sented for inter-Oceanic t ransit, is 

l hat proposed by the ·1ate Capt. Eads, for a Ship railway across the 

Isthmus of Tehauntepec. T!le concess ion f or this has been given 

by the Mexican Government/ c ouched in terms which make it virtually 

a Mexican affair, it has not been granted a charter by the United . 
States but can proceed without one. 

This scheme of transit is so foreign to the ordinary 

m~ thods of Ship Navigation that ~!though in a limited or occasion

al way it may be made an Engineering reality it will never in my 
/ 

opinion become a commercial success1 or solve the question of inter-

oceanic transit.· The death of the promoter, upon whose reputati un 

gained in undertakings of a diffe1•eut nature, this scheme seemed 

---
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to rest 1hns be en f atal lo ils s u ccess. 111-the aiscussions that 

fo llow this plan will not be taken into consideration. 
' 

The futanoes between Colon and Greytowp on the Caribbean 

side, and Brito and Panama on the Pacific side being comparatively 

small, t he twv ports Panama ana C4Vlon will be taken generally as 

the converging and diverging points of the trade routes on each 

Ocean. 

( See t rade route Mnp of Gulf) ~~· 

All the r rutes now existing 1-m the East coast c,f Americn., 

from Europe, and !'born the Atlantic generally, enter by narrow chan

nels into the Caribbean Sea and passing for consiaerable distance 

J 

~~ , 
t.hrc..ugh this enclosed body of water finally converge at ArilpirweJJ. 

On the Pacifi~ i side immediately after leaving the Gulf 

of Panama, or the coast ef gentre~ of Central America, tho existing 

r outes radiate in all directions upon the broad expanse of the Pa-

cii'ic. 

The importance of the waters and p~asages of the Gulf uf 

Mexico
1

and the Caribbean Sea/ i n a Military and Na~al way, can be 

seen at once and will be made the subject of~ examinatiun 

hereafter. The present trade routes by water t6 the Pacijic from 

t ho Atlantic are t{\,ose by way of Cape Horn and the Straits of Ma

gellan er thoJe by the way of Colon, trans-shipping by the Isthmus 

to Panama. The other rc.utes from Ocee.n to Ocean are thos e repr e

sented by the trans-continental 1inos of railways of the United 

States and Cansda, or those partly rail a11d partly water t ha t go 
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by t he Gulf across Texas to t he Pacif i c. Mor gan Li ne (S.PRR ) (Show r . 
- ~ ~lhw-~~ 

sm..'1.11 map) a:;_ ,,6,_,L.t...:, ~ 1~ 9'. 'h u-r 7t r' ~-

The present d i rect Steamer r outes f r om the United States 

to Colon can be reduc ed t o two, one fr om "'1 ew York and tl!e Northern 

ports of the U11ited States, by t he way of t he passages of t he East

ern Bahamns, the Windward pnssage and t hence across the Caribbean ~ 

to Colon. 

The seoona r 0ute is fro-m New Orleans and the Gulf ports, 

a'cross the Gulf of Mexia~ to and thrc.ugh the Yucatan Channel acres::; 

the Western Caribbean to Colon. Besides these routes a homeward 

rtute is taken to New York and Europe by tramp Steamers and some 

times by the Pacific Mail when t he t.re.lea blow fres h ..- by t he way 

of t he Yucatan Channel and t he Flor i da Strai t s- having the force 

of the Gulf Stream current t o shorten the passage and coaling and 

safe harbors along their route in case of need. 

From Europe the Steamer routes go direct across the At

lantic t o the Fre nch West Inaieij St Thomas
1

or Barbadoes and then r / 

through the adjacent passages to the Caribbean and by that sea to 

Colom. From the English Channel/the Azores afford the best port 

for callJ-from the Mediterranean- Madeira ~ Th0se r Lutes are f ollowed 

in a gaJtor a l way b:, the English, and French Lines/as far as t h e 

Windward Islandsibut after passing thi s chain these lines follow 

routes according to the trade offered,and withou t. r egard l o t he 

uirect course to the Isthmus. 

Sailing ves ~els fr c,m Europe bound for the Isthmus run 
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1n o the trades c r ossing the different parallel/a of latitude at 

varying points according t o the season of the year until 20 ueg. 

N. Lat. is reachedJthen running due west pass through the Windward 

Islands and the Caribbean to Bo~n.·~ll 

The Steaner routes from Par1atna ili the Pao ifio are those 

t aken by the Steamers of the Pacific 0 ail Company along the coast 

to the Northward and by the Pacifit! Steam Navigatia&--Company along 

the coast to the southward, reaching by the Pacific Mail routes, 

t he countries of Central America and Mexico, and finally San Fran

cisco. Here this line meets and connects with the lines to China 

and Japan, to the Ha#i.ian Ialande, la Australia, to Oregon, Wash-
"" 

ington , British Columbia and Alaska. The Southern route reaches )I{ 

and passes along the Pacific coast of Columbia, Ecuador, Peru and 

Chili and at Valp4raiso conneets with the line of t he Pacific Steam . 

Navigation Company to Europe by the way of the Straits of Magellan. 

In addition there are French and German lines which go from 

Central and South American ports to Europe, by the way of the Strails 
"b ~a-uea.-..-. 

There exists alsc a route across the Southern Pacific 

b y some English Steamers lines bound home from New Zealand and 

Australia, which following t he regions ot' t.he wester ly winds round::; 

~ 
Cape Horn &a&- passes into the Atlantic to the northward. The sail-

ing routes to and from the West coaat of America, by the way of 

Cape Horn, and to t he islands of t he Pacific, b~r t h e same route, 

call for no particlllar notice as they are at a distance fr om the 

main land and approa ch no islands of importance . 
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q .tns~911.i:b orlj 8n.i:eeo~o eobs'l~ srtJ o nr The sailing routes to and from Panama involve'l_long detoui• 

o noan9a erlj 1.t anrb'loooa a1nl0q ~nr~·rsv in order to take advantage of the trade and prevailing winds; ox

Jasw 9 1J.O an.i:.cmu"I nerl:t\_bsrlo.ae-r a..t . Jr>&! ,M cept i ng f or vessels from Valparaiso and Callao; and to Australia, 

1~ .na;on 01 nsedd1~.ao erl.t bna ebnaiaI 

nrm11.s({ ~o-i!l aa1uo-i ·!ehaa;t8 arfT 

.i:s .. o.i:'l.tQ.etJ eri;t 'lo B'tO!IUlai8 orfJ "id na>l..aJ 

ooj8 ol11: 0.1({ erlJ "llii .b.rt.D b"t.SWrl.t'loM srlJ o J 

New Guinea, and t he Phillippine Islanus; these routes are compar

a tively direct havi~ however to combat thiil.-calms and uncertain 

winds of the GTUf of Panama and its vicinity. 

Brito t he pr'bposed terminus upon·the Pacific of the Nie-

'!d ;gnrr!-,oe·r , b 'lswrl.tJJoe _rlJ v.t Jeaoo orli arag-µa Canal is better placed for sailing vessels as they emerge 

xol.1 bn.o ao..i:'lsmA J:.a·1.tnoO 'lo a ~l:'l.:t.cmoo 9 ;t 

:roennoo bttB a.team en.ti e.i:ri.t e·rnH . ooor o 

from the Cana;and it has been stated with a very fair show of reaM!l 

<;~. 
son that the route to San Francisco from Brito will be nearj~ two ,. 7 

A "G3l ,abn.s.C.eI n.al:firaH srl.t o.t t n.oqnt bnJJ weeks shorter than that from Panama, the return rc.ute being also ... 
T . sxefl!A bna atdn:rofoO darJl"'!H t rroJ~ni shorter, in fact all of the sailing routes from Brito would possess 

oO lo :tcsoo o1:~rDa4 erl.t gno!a eeeenq onn decided advantages over those from Panam~~ 

rl.t !iJtw e.t~ennoo oars"tpq!oV ;tn bnn rirrlO And now as to the modifications in these various trade Pi:---G-

~su srlJ ~d 9qo~ull ot ~naqmoO no..i:Ja~rvali r outes that would come after the opening of the trana-isthmtian 

en bn.e rla.narl'i{ e·rn e"'f!:>rl.t not :t .tbb.s rrI Canal. The rout e from the Atlantic to the Pacific coast of the 

o-wa o:t ei"Ioq nnoi:'I!Jl!IA rfJuo2 bnn Ia•1Jn90 l)ni ted States in all probability will remain the same, the route ~~ 
-~ .... j~t~ ~ 

orl.t cao~on a.t )~ s Jeis ajerx0 o~s rlT made simply continuous; and so with all the Steamer routes now ccn-

morl bmJod aim..t! e"!emn9J8 da.i:lBn:3: omoa ·,..d ter ing at Colon. The Pacific Mail SteamShip Co. and the Pacific 

o cnoras·x 9rU BII.i:.wo!Iol rlordw • Rrl.o'liauA Steam Ship Navigation Co. will suffer by the Canal opening as they 
~ 

j o.i:.insijA 9rlJ oin.i:. ce~enq ,aQf.J n~oH 9qs0 take the greater part of the trade at present,( from the west coast 

lo janoo ieaW arl.t mo~1 bna oi B9J 10'I 8fi1 of America to Panama. The various other English, American, German, 

oo<i orl t 1o eon.ala.i:. srli oJ brra , n'IoH sqsO French and Spanish lines, centering at Colon, will probably con-

~n ~erlJ en 9~lion ~slaol1~£q on "101 1Iso Linue their routes to the Pacific coast and gather their trade in

qmr 1o abnni~r on rloao·1qqa ona bnnL n1am [ependently of the present two great coasting lines. 
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The Pacific Hail will find. such competition for the trae• 

between the Atlantic and t ne Pacific that it will be no longer 

able t o keep up its combination ,1ith the trans-continental rail

r oads Pnd the seaboard trade will become freer and leas restricted 

between t he two great <:oasta and Sections of the IJnited States. 

The west coast of South America being made free to all1 

our Steamers should then readily r each the nitrate and borax of 

Tarapaca and the products of Peru and Ecuador. The English and 

other lines to Europe b 1• the Vlay of Straits of Magellan would 1notr 

likely be abandoned and the English hold relaxed. 

Tee direct distance from New York to Callao and Valpa

raiso is not very great and the route would then be an uninterrupt-
. 

ed cne; the time now on account of the want of conUmuity, being 

tmduly prolonged and unce1·tain. A new and 

China and Japan, by the way of the Haw~ian 
~ 

shorter trade route to 
Cr\--~ f'Cl.Jl:.µ, ~t-'\ 1.-l. J, 

Islands, would be opened 
t' 

~ 
' I 

..l 

,,.,, 

\ 

which would become of great importance to our Atlanti[~~~) 

A new route to New Zealand and Australia would also be 

opened from our Atlantic ports by the way: 6f the Canal calling at 

• 
one of the mid-Pacific Islands, either Tahit e. , the Marquesas group/ 

. . ,t o .ta dn.t·1e . 
IM9.t2 !taM oL'lronC{ erlT . nJ O or the Islnnd of Rapa. Torres Strait will be reached by the way of 

'ld 'ls'l'tua 1!.tw • oO no.i: :t s3.i:vnl1 qtrl2 mf.H> :t 

'lq :ta ebn"t:t orl:t 'lo .t-taq "le:t.ee•t~ erlJ 9){a 

~orl:to aoo1-tov orlT 

,O jo gnt-to:tneo , cs 

. smannq o~ sor~emA ~ 

l:I I l a.i:.nsqa bllB rlon!.>'t 

1 jeaoo ot1loaq orlt oJ aetuo~ 'tlerlJ ouni 

1.r.o:.> Jg9•1;s ow:t JnOC!) ' H1 9rlJ 'lu 'l1J.11oon0qo 

the Samoan Islands, and routes to the Philippine Islands, to Java, 

and the Dutch East Indies, crossing t he mid-Pacific s ,uth of the 

Ha~ian Islands will probablf use t:=and Caroline Islands 

as places of call. 

To and f~ Europe, direct routes to the west coast of 
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America will be established as stated before and the mid-Pacific 

islands will be reach ed dire ctly; t h e Canal serving at the same 

time f or some of the best t r ade r o l' t ea t o New Zealand. A rival r u11&: 

to the Suez one is likely to be established to parts of Austra lia 

from Europe though the most of the Australian Cont i nent as well as 

China and Japan will nat urally f or European trade still belong to 

the domain of the Suez Canal, 

And nm·, as to the existing trade conditions,-Europe and 

and the East ern coast of North America furnish almost all of t he 

trade coming from the eastward to the Pacific countrie s. 

F,urope in a genera l way may be said to send to these countries 

a trade consisting aimost exclusively of manufactured articles 

-i,e•metals, cot ton, woolen ana linen fabrics, and various arti

cles of wooden and earthern ware. The only raw material in bulk 

going to the Pacific is coal frc.m Great Britain, and s,e,ince the 

rapid a evelopement of the coal fields in the four quarters of the 

Pacific- British Columbia, and Washington, Japan, Chili, and Aus

tralia - thi s exportation is relatively declining, and is to a 

gr eat ext ent an a rticle of ballast. 

The Eastern coast of the United States and Canada, send 

t o the Pacific in addition to various manufactured articles, such LJ~ 

as salti~and other provisions,and petroleum. 

The return trade from the Pacific countries is composed 

ialmost ent ix·ely of raw "?aterials ·of \'lhich I will ruL.ue wheat, wool, 

gold, silver and other ores, coffee, copra, sugar, W.~s and 

~ 
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Dd bej.sJo es berla.i:IdaJeo sd .CI..tw J:H>.i:·t" mA teas as the most pr umineng, 

BO erlJ ;'!fjoo~lb bsrloss~ sd I!tw ebnuial 
Let us now examine tfus s ubject more in detail. The 

t eeJ o~ ebn~J Jeod orlj 1o smoc ~o~ emtftrade to and from the West Inaies t hrough the Canal will be compar

ei:lds.te9 ed o.t '!le1ll:I el: eno seua orU o atively small there being too much similarity in the tropical ilrod

~.teuA orlj 1o Jeom edj rl~uorl.t aqo~u~ mo~1ucts of the two Oceans to create mueh interchange of staples , 

qowH ~o1 tila~uj.sn lii: w nnqst bns nntrlO 
Whatever share of the inter-oceanic t rade the West Inaian 

, IsnsO ssue erl.t 1o ntamob srl 
countries will enjoy will probably be taken up by the Steamers pass 

f!.:!1. ~ntjatxs erlJ oj as uon bnA 
-ing f r om Europe and North America through these regions , The West 

l so!~omA rlj~oH lo .toaoo n~ ~jaaa arlJ bn£ Indies will receive in t h is way some or the fertilizers from the 

s~ orl.t 01 b~su.tao~ erli mo~~ W1imoo abs~
1 Sout her n Pacif ic coast, some of the canned f r uits and salmon from 

· brae ed ~sm ~sw In'Iene~ a nl oqo'lu~ 

1o lLov.teuioxo taomla an1teranoo oba~J 
Calirornia, and teas and rice from China , 

I cannot pass from the West Indies and Caribbean coast 

11 nen.tl .on.a noloow , noJ.to:> , c!n:tsm e -.t- however ,vi tho t calling attention to the great trade existing be

£2, erlT • S'lSff n"Iorl:t'Ias un.o noboou 1o aoio tween the United States and these countries, more especially in 

I tse'l0 m,rt lsoo at or11onq erl.t oJ anl c~ articles exported t o the United St a t es bv t hes e countries and f or 

nt ab!et'l Inoo orU 'lo Jnome10Iov~H.> b1qs which we a r e t lle great and almost only market, Of t he• countr i es 

10.tan.t.de.a\l bun , a.tdmuloO rle.i:.t.i:'18 - o.i:'l.i:oar of t ! 0 entire wonld do i ng trade with us, the countries in and along 

b '!Levl.tsle-Y st noljs:t'loqxe errl.t - atis'l the Cari bbean Sea furnish us with products and exports, exceeded 

. :taniIDd 1o eioi.t'ln nB .tn9Jx~ .tn~'l 

bo;t .tnU e:U 'to .tc.noo n"to:te£:! er.T 

\ 
wun auot'lsv o .t nol.tlbbs nl o!1ton4 orlJ o 

otei:vo'Iq •1erl.to .unsl~.rae , .f~ e.a 

1.i:osct arli mo"I'l ebn'!J n•rn.t9•1 orlT 

only in value by the articles received from Great Britain and Ire-
. 1 

llLVLlu;. 
land, Rmounting to over $ 11)000,000 in value;anu t o mer e t han t;:,1rnrikl 

per cent of our entire i mport trade, 

Thus it can be seen tha t the Wnitcd States has an over

whelming weight commercia lly in these communities, to some of whom 

rl:>lrtw 'lo a.rat'Ii>1S"" \Hl'l '.to ;:Ie-it.:tm.:, 1eom.C this market ha s become of -.r.Ltal ~mportauee. In t he matter of sugnr 

~qoo 'eo1'loo '09'lo ·rnrUo bnn 'l••V rt a ' !>Io alone, the West Indies prov ides us VTith nearly two-thi rds of our 
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. ~nsr1.i:m.:nq jeu., orl.t es cn9 

i oat·dua aiii\ J onlm.oxo on at: 1oJ 
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ent i re s upp ly, and as these countries are cut off more and mo,·e 

~he European countries by the enormous production of beet su-

dauo'l!'l:t ao.i:nnI .teel'1 ocf j r-o'1'l bna oJ n.ua ri· gar under the artificial stimulus of bounties, they turn to us and 

'1.B!J:mi:a rlo.um ooj an.tod s"torlj Iiimre ·.~!sv.i:;!' J our incr Rsing demand, as their last hope for future prosperity. 

o3n.i: tfaum e.:tso-y:::, · o j an1;ooO ow.t art.:t 'lo a.:t:.i In the U • S • 54 lbs per capita. of sugar is used, in G/ B. 74 lbs 

Booo-'IoJni: orlJ 'to o•uJr!e -x9 ve.tsrfl' is used. Two thirds of the world I s supply of sugar is derived from 

exn1 od ~!dsdb'lq !!tw lotne !1.i:w eel'l.:tIUJoo the beet root. 

iauo'tIU .co.r"IomA d.t'lol1 Ima s J'W:il m >'11 a .i:-
It is to be regretted that our exports to the West Indies 

fj 1o emoa ~nw or:! .:t n.t ov.i:aog~ II.i:w eetbnI do n ot balance our receipts and that so a large a portion of this 

!>slUUlo erU 'lo emoe , .tenoo ~l:'l.tonq n'l~ri.tuoe trade is cari•ied on by other flags than our own. The amount of 

. sntrlO mo~~ eot~ bnn anai bno , otn~o11IsO exports to the countries of the Gulf and Caribbean from the United 

tbnl teeW erl.t mo~l canq jonnn~ I States is in value about t16;88EhQ0Q- less than hal:f of the value of 

I 9d.t o.t nol:.tns.t .t.n n,n.i:I.Lew J orl.Hw •rnvsw J • . the articles reoe i ved. This balance of nearly $50,000,000 against 

,.t•rjruJO:> aasn .r b ets aa.tn:ta bet .tnU orU ne 9 wJ us in this trade, wi th coulr\tries so closely our neighbors, deserves 

d aosa.t8 b9JtnU erlJ o:t b J·toqx 9 asl ~lJ~. great attention and 8 comprehensive study by those interested int~ 

r.cm 1tLno Jaom!.E1 b.rra .t.na'l;g s d j e •rn sw rlo.trl. t he comme rcial prosperity and expansion of our c!ount:ry • 

~ , eu d;t .tw e.oD~fi un.i:ob biaow o·It Jne 9 J 1o In regnrd to the volume of the Conmerce that vfill pass 

i.toubo'lq rll.t~ au detn'1u1 ns2 nsoddl•1nO erlJ through any i nter-oceanic Canal that is of course a matter of esti

•~1 bevrooo'1 aolorj'ls ed:t ~d euiav nr ~Ino mate 8nd speculation at ~he present moment. It has been estimajed 
. Llt-~ I- I'(, t.-, 

:av tJ.i 000,000€1IO 'lnvo oJ an.i:.tnuomn ,.bnnI to be likely to amumt,.. to from 7 to 8 millions,..a year, 

• abs-rJ J't0qmi: 8"1.t.tne ·11.10 1o Jne:> ·.rs • It will of course be an increase ovor the amount of t ho 

:nl erfi :tmU n9ea od nm> .:ti: eutfT present trade not only on account of the increase of facilities 

inro~ eaarU n.i: 1£IL.1:J.t o-r9ffll'llo:> J. i;s.t sw antmierlw but also on account of the great economy of water transport at ion. -

IUHSj'loqm.i: !s.t.JV 'l:o emooed cBrf .:tsx'lnm e.i:rl:t You may have heard of the calculation made that n a small cake of 

1rt n H w eu cob.i:vo'lq 89 .t.unl ie~W srl.:t , 9110.rs coal which will pass through a ring the size of a shilling , wbEin • .1. 
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t"ffl as.t-i;tm oo ea: iJ e.s brrn , 'lLqq, e 9'1.i:.:tno burned in a compound engine of a modern Steamer will arive a ton 
r~t; 

>et-ions ~rLt •:d os.i:·:r:tnuoo mrnqo'Ir.I:11 erU ~ of food and cbts proportion of the Ship
1 

two miles on its course 0 or 

wod 10 auium1Ja Ialo11lJ"fs erl;t ·i ,~nu ~s~ of the half s heet of note paper that will develope sufficient pow

i>qOrl Jes! •I.i:erU an , .bnnmsb ; 1nic, · or1t '111 1 er in a t riple expansion engine to carry a ton a mile in an Atlantd 

t ~aaue lo n;tlqao ~ q adI ~c .a .u 9!iJ nI Steamer but these do nol convey the idea of cheapness of water 

1£Iqque a' .cl."tow erLt 'lo eb"'l.td;t o T . JJe ... u al transportation as much as a single concrete example of every day 

• .:too't ;teed srl.:t trade like that of t he a ingle Missipsippi tug boat which transport
ctb-b.2..c, Oc) O 1: 

-wo JS~;t boJ;t9't89~ ad o;t el JI ed by towage 600,000 bushels of coal at an expense of $Igooo which 

n oa .:tarlJ bns ejqfooe't 'tuo sonsisd .:ton ob ampunt would have required by rail 1800 cars of the largest capaci

o muU ass.[1: 'terUo 'old no bo.i:'!'tfH> e.i: 9.fls•iJ t y . The saving in me.nay over the lowest freight rate by rail be

bns 1!uQ en.:t lo es!'linuoo erti oi a;t'toqx9 tween Pittsburg and New Orleans being$I6~000 Furthermore the time 

aesr oc~ 4~ eu!av nl a.t e eJnja i t took to carry t h is quantity of coal from Pittsburg to New Orleas 

Ill 'lo eonc.lnd e.i:rlT . bevleoe"I eeio.i::t'ln 'fij was 15 days, while it' transported b y rail with the usual speed and 

.9ao1o pa ae.i:'t~~ .... oo l j tw , eba'li a.trlJ rd ell capaoi ty of ~ freight lines it would have taken three months to 

~oote ev.i:anena~qmoo s ll!l.o nolJneJJa Jae'l, get it all to New Orleans. 

ro no.i: ansqx.e .bn.a 1i i .t-i"'qeo'lq I.fl .i: O"I ommoo erf j 

• 1rU 'lo emu!ov erl.t o ;t b'lnne·1 nI 

But le t us proceed to the detailed examination of t he 

Central American States with respect to their present and possible 

to er jarl;t lansO otnaeoo-'teine 'lns rl~uo~rl commercial ccnditions. Along the Pacific coast ·of these countries 

tnemom 1naeo'lq erl~ Js noi ialuo9qa bnn oie the Pacific Sail s.s. co. has had a monopoly ,until of laie years1 

4~~4L 
[Lrm 8 lJ ~ mo~'l: oj~inuJm.s oi ~!axil ado and the high freight charges to the Atlantic have led to the par-

9BSO't~fi! ru1 ed 9B'lUOO 1o IIrw :tI tial construction of various inter-oceanic railways which have al-

t sri.t 'lo im.100~.a no !no ;ton eb.a'l:t jnoas'l rready resulted in a considerable diversion of the trade of these 

:> xmonooa ;taa•1~ erlJ 1o ;tn 0002 no .Jcd B Ju countries to the Caribbean coast. 

ob.sm no .t J afaro!a o orU 'lo .i>•rn9rl ov nrl 'lmt rrn rosta Rica in this wa~ now sends the larger part of her 

.i:e 9rl!t ~ni·1 s rla~m'UiJ casq I lht rf:>.i:rlw I eo' great staple- Coffee-. Besides coffee, the wonderful market ere-
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? n'HH.1om .a v sn1~ne bnLroqrnoo .e n.i: b9Jl'1 id ated in t 11e united States for the omnipresent banana, has caused 

J ~lrl8 erlJ 1o norj'loqo~q aj~ bn.a boo~ 'lo a development and cultivation of tropical fruits to which Costa 

[Ii:\'! jarl.:t 'lnq.sq eJon~·10 ;teerie 'll.erl eriJ 'lo Rica adds an export of cabinet and dye woods and hides. These go 

~'1'100 oj enlane notanaqxs s!q!'1J 8 nr '1 9 mainly to the United States while manufactured fabrics of cotton, 

aebr srlj ~svnoo Jon ob eaorlJ .tud ~91'flll9j8 wool silk and linen come in return from us in part, but also from 
' ' 

a'lonoo elanfe a ea rloum ea no!Js.:t'loqana'lJ England and Germany • 

tqq.taq.tea.i:L' olan.te orU 'lo .t.arl.t sx.i:i o.bs'l.; Nicaragua adds to the products of Costa Rica,ind.ia rubber 
1 

:r 11(1() 'l~~ t.~l.!,fu~ , ~ 
s .t.a Lnoo 'lo eI9rlcud ooo,ooa s ,awo.t d ba the export of which is c;ift:l:r~saraiBg ~ be, of consequence; t.1e 

o 0081 ifn'l ~d b~'ltupe'l evnrl bluow ;tnuqms government stimulating more particularly the cultivation of coffee 

:tam1ol ed:t 'tevo 'lE>n~m nt ··;nivae orlT .~o and tobacco. As the only railways of Nicaragua lead to the Pacific,. 
~t" 

sa1tanted an.oei'10 m•,~I bnn ~rurda.:tJ.i:q n99'.1:t at corinto ,the b1,1 tk of the trade ~oes that way. We get,..one- f'&~~t-fl t,lwa.t/J 

. , d-,J~ I,. I ~Jt!u 
'11 Lsoo 1o ~;t1;truiup errlJ ~'l'IDO oJ xooi iL of the exportsand send wt one-~ixift of the imports. England.,~ 

I.i:.u'l • d b5;t'toqen£J•i:;t ':ti: e!trlw e Bll3.b cl e£n Germa~y and Fr~nce being the source of the great·est amount of t he 

n b!uow Ji: aont.r ;trlBte~1 ~~ 1a ~.:t.i:onqao exterior supplies. A Canal would of course develope greatly this 
~~'J ~ 

. an.a9l'IO weH o;t I!.s Jr 19 8 cou .try more espe cially as the Pacific side is~ suited for 
1 

' 't - ~ ~l-~"'--t! 
.i:a;ts.b srl.t o.:t bo9oo·tq eu ·er iuEI residence and commerce. ,17n,,,., t,Ja,~w..-fi 

t oj jooqa~-i "J .i:w 89 .ojc? n.a:>l:· -mA I.s·Ln0~ Honduras sends most of the trade f rcm the Atlantic side, 

or'l.i::rn'I orl.t ano.r:A:: . ano.til: b.no:> I 1J.i:0"!9 rrmo:> having little coast line and but one port upon the Pacific. This 

qonom D bnrl earl .oo .a.a Ir .all or1 t ~nq erlJ would be however the_port of supply and outlet for the rich mining 

psijA erl.f o J aa~"Isrlo j {Q}.i: e '11 fiLr rl orU Ima regions of this little nation1the richest mineral
1
as well as1_the 

lneeoo- '19;tn1 cuot~av to notjou'ljcnoo !a!J most backward country of the Central American Republics. Jhe im-
1««4-ri~ w ~ 

..i: e·rnv.i:b oid£ -:c ab.i:enoo .a nl: be:J'iu ao'l ~bA '1'1 ports int O this country are mainly fror.1 the ai:st.aftt El4ropean coun-

• .teaoo IUS9ddi 'lsD orl t Ji e or 'linuo o tries t he exports bei~rincipally t o us and beside s the gold anu , . 
. .. r . l w-rc~ Dr:/f..u-, -

.fmea won -v;a,·, a.tctJ nr ao.tR njoo silver ores include tropical i'rui ts, Pffllb,gBARJ and hil.e.e-e • 

i e9~11oo eobteoa , -951LoD -elqs.tc ja9~ Salvador is entirely a Pacific coast co untry, ve r y thick-
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~qrnmo odJ 'tol es:tnJa •·sJ.r·"tJ J . l y populated and t~ugh the smallest of the Central American coun-
~ 0 s nr bsJn 

i lsolqo~J ~o noliDvl.:tiuo bn£ Jnomqo!eveb 
ries, the most closely cultivated. Coffee is here again the great 

boo sptaple, bringing of late years great wealth to the cultivators, 

U30D1ua.cm ellrlw BDJa+e b ;t· U indigo is still a product here though a declining one and;~ 
• QJ 9 rn erlt oJ ~intnn 

eyb bns :tentdso lo :t~oqxo na ebbD Dol 

u mo~1 n~u:te~ nl omoo nentl b >llt afid balsam are exported. The United States now has the greater 
n.a , a , Lou, 

u n b part of the trade \1hich ,1ould be by its situation to a large extent 
• "n.Cl!l't9v nn bn.ainnl.. I r 

lo e.toubo•rq ad.:t J+ abbn .. . t r i butary to the future Canal. 
~ • \...-· J ,., .,_,uall't.EH>Lff 

. J ,>~ !l "~-l~ -:m-~ nuHt£-~ ~ ... -£rtt> el: ..1.,,1-..t- ,
1 

.. Guatamala the most important of' the little Central Amer-
'· - .. t::.v.1.u., 0 ., 'tOCIXD Sri 

rl.t ~l'tsluorJ~Bq e~om ~nL·Jai 'j ;t ican Republics hen a fertile soil with a good climate in the high 
0 mru: e nemn·revo: 

-ra~.t·,~ 'lo o-y;av,.£.i:JJ't ~!no er{;t aA 
lands of the interior • 

• ooosdo:t bm 
This country is remarkable for having in K 

L.• • 

:tnrf;t eeo~ ebo-i:t ~rfj lo 21 · JJd srlJ o Jn.i: ·roo j J 

~\.'t. 
orfJ 'lo ~,e..-ono ~ bnea Dn.naj•1oqxe srf.t 'lo 

t 
effJ lo eo'Woe erft ~nled eonnTiJ bns ~n.em~of 

the period of twenty years changed its chief produot,by direction 6 

~ of t he governmen~ fr0m indigo M
1
cochineal, become no longer prof-

itable1to coffee . Beside the ~1at staple-coffee- e{xcellent of 

oe-woo lo biuou lsnsO . ·a· a1:L . its kind- india rubber, hides and tropical fruits are exported 
n • qqua 'tor•ts1x• • 

•bla o.i:'i:.i:o,nq 9r!.t en ,cilnJ:ooqaa O'Iom ,"l'lJ uoo 

"~~~\J-'•~~ ,..~\ 
e SO'l o bn.e e~noi>.t eo· 

sbs•!J o!iJ 'to :team ebn9c an'tubnoH 

/U :hoq ono :tud bn.o 9nt.r :te.eoo oI;t i .t l an.tv.o 

.:tuo .bas 'l!qquc 'lo .t•rnq "OrlJ '18VOWorl od biuo 

m :taerfo.t'l rl:t no.i::tan e!jt.i:I a.i:~J 1o sno.i:~e1 

101:-ior.IA. Ia•1.tneO odJ 'lo '1!'l.:tnuoo b'ls11llo.ad :teo 
\ 
erU ~O'I't tl!ntcm 9'IB t-i.tnuoo a.i:rU o :tnl a.t"to 

~-4 
1 au oJ 'lllacr.tonl:-iq wit ad e.t'loqxo 9tU , aer-!J 
~~~j\ " 
teg~ , e1.i:u-i1 lsolqo'l.t abuiont ee'lo 'IOV!r2 

100 o.i:1loaq D yle~tine et ~obnv!n8 

This country is said to have an abundance of live stock, horses and 

mules, though I saw not long since an amnuniticn l rain pass my win

dow in Guatemala City bound to the front ana c ~mposed 0f Indian cnp 

' -rt-lrs alone. 

The trade of t h is country amounting in exports to near

ly $10,000,000 goes principally to Germany ana the United States. 

The imports somewhat less ij value are principally manufactured 
ft .f 1-z..~ ~'-'-/. 

fabrics from England aA~ Q9~maRy. In this cotintry as in other 

Central American, Mexican and South Amer ican countries, German 

t rade and German merchants have increased greatly of late years. 

Many of the large Coffee plant atio,:as have been purchased by Ger

man j t int stock Companies. As we will meet thP. Ge rman i n his mer-
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i ':to .:teollJJma 9 U d~uo..111 lJnn bo!.o.Cuqoq tl cantile cnpacity,backed by the forces of his country, at various 

'l'loO . beJav.tJiuo ~loeolo ;teom od.t t ee.l:'1 times and places I pause for a moment frc.m the recount of trade to 

~sw Jae't~ e~n9~ eJnl 1o an1l\fll-id ,siqa.1qa speak of him. His success has been remarkable of late years in 

b n nauorlJ e'lerl joubo~q s lll.:ta a.t o~roir almost every civilized and semi-civilized country of the world and 

jnta bsj.l:nU sriT . be.t'toqx9 ,~n msalsd bnn he is •becoming a great and successful rival in many places to the 

e aJ .t 1{d ed bluo'T rfo.l:r!w a.f>.s-i! otiJ 1o .t't.o English merchant v,ho has been for--~ years,par excellemce, the 

. lnnso o-w.:tu1 erlj oJ ~~n.:t dl'tJ trader of the world. An English Consular Official in discussing 

o Jnat"toqrnt Jaom orlj alemetnuO this matter says n German Merchants are thoroughly trained as mer-

fl rU h r .t.toa ol.i:.1'19'! .a ..... rl ao.i:IcfuqoH nn::>.l: cant ile rnen. They are shrewd and hard vrorking gener~"!lly1 of ample 

~ el: l'Itruroo a.i:rlT .,~o!'IOJnr orlJ 1o ebnnl education, agr ?enble social qualities and of broad unprejudiced 

i!o eJ .i: bo;gm:irio e-r. ot '{.fneu.:t lo f:>o.t'leq edj views, with the gift of ingratiating themselves with the people 

Bentdooo ~ oalbn.i: m 'Il /n"f.U'S'lovo l 0, .t 'lo among whom they reside and have to deal. In such men the German 

illq.aje ~B!IB orU ebi:ee8 . e9'l:'loo oJ eid.oJ .t manufacturer finds solid support and the most potent means for t he 
' ' 

10.i:qo'l;t bna eei>.trl , -roddu'! n.t.bn.i: -bn . .i:>! aJ l: extension of tl"ade. 
:L 

tonsb.rwda nn ovsN oj bisa at ~~Jnuo~ etrlT 

nn e~a.i:e ~o! ion wr.e I nauorl.t ,aalum 

tno'!1 odJ o.:t brwod 'lilO sismeJauD nl wob 

' • eno!.o B't~'l-

1uoma •c.c.tnuo o a fl J lo obs-x.t or!T 

l!ll'l~eo 01 ~llsqfon.i:'lq 8908 OOO t OOO , OI~ 'Cl 

o'In eu!sv .(J.J: aael .tnrh1err!oe ej'toqmt edT 
..>- L)"· "'I • !kd,..A \ \ 

rl.t nI . ~mq0Q.....hA.a hnslana mo"I'l aol'ldn'l 

'IomA d.:tno8 bn.a nso.l:xoU ~nnot'!mnA .r.o•tJn90 

eese"Ion.i: evar! a1nsrio'lom n.sm"toO .bmJ erw•1 J 

srl euo!JsJnniq os11o0 ea~si 9rlj 1o insM 

m li.i:\·1 avr aA . ern.i:nnqmuD xoo.:ta in.t ,t n£ 

In my lYEivii:sw of the products and trade of each Central 
~ 

American country I trust t l1at I have not failed to impress you with 

t he great wealth of its minera+sagricultura1tand pastoral resources 1 

some of which are entirely closed to the world while others are but 
. 

partially developed. Especially is this the case with the product& 

tion of coffee lying so cl~~"t;-tire~ited States one of the greatu l--- d 
I ~ 7 

coffee drinking nations of the world. 

With the completion of a Ship Canal should come the open

ing up of the high equable regions of the i nterior, so unlike in 

salubrity and temperature« the low and unhealthy sea coast.4 

The Pacific coast of Mexico has a total extent of 4200 

miles but though much longer than the Gulf or eastern coast it has 
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1o aso'Iu~ o!t d ~etond,~JtJsq 0 o!lJnno but one sixth of the export trade of Mexico. 
~ 

~1 Jnemom a ~o1 o~~nq I esonrq bnn a9mtJ The g ·eat exports of the Pacific coast coffee, hides, ,, 

'lmrt9~ n99d a~rt eaooooe alH . mtrl 1o lLl3oqe chemicals ant} dyes..,. woods and minerals, 

b9st!tvto-tmsa llnn ~9siitvto ~'levs jo~mln The l oading Pacific ,ort, the third sea port of Mexico1 

vt~ !ulaesooue bnD tne~~ n : n!moond~~t erl - Ma'='l.tlan) hasJ,';~r its exports in these precious metals. In 

o" ~ rxo'l nosd ~!Ui ori'Y tnado"I9m rlat.J:BIIS: addition t o the precious metals there are undeveloped or partially 

"Ialm.:noO rleJ:.Can~ aA . bl'l \'I n ,;t 'lo 'tsba•i.t developed mineral resources of iron, coal, lead and tin on this 

j o'ln eJ.narlo~au nnm~e~ u ijtne ~ojimn atrl coast. Of t he other articles of trade, the cocoa of Socu.mesco in 

ott b"IBrl ban brro-ufo e'l.'1 xerlT . nem el t .tmrn the once Guatemalian State of Chiapas is unequalled in the world, 

bruJ ;;~.Lt.i:!.nup rntooa e;fdM'.1-"tl 't!\!3 ,no.tjnoubo along the souther n part of the coast are virgin forests abounding 

morl.t 3n.i:Ji . .t:ta-raa.t 'lo ;t1.ta 9rlJ rlJ.r,, , ewo.cv i'n valuable dye and cabinet woods; the coffee of C"1ima is superior 

. L69b a;t evnri bn.s eb.i:ee'l ierl;t mor!v 8flo,1._ and more costly than the best Mocha, and in addition vanilla, rice 

1 9c{J .osm ;t"toqque lJt.Coe abn:.t1 '!9'1IJ:to-.n1:unarri; indigo and toba cco are gro,1n in the low Tie.Mlas ·Calientes south of 
I, 

. ebs~:t 'lo notenoJX9 Mazatlan. To the north of Mazatlan and in the Gulf of cai-i:uornia1 

lfl.8 a-tou.bo"!q orLt 'lo wel:ve'U 'lm nI the c oun try becoming almost rainless, has less vegetation but is 

: ;ton evn.rl I :t.ad :t .tesrIJ I ~~jm.roo n!w.t-ismA rich er in valuable mineral deposits. Here outside of the me>tals 

m.t !uoJ:'tar.c+s'!ontm e:t .t 1o rl.t!aew .ta~na orfj are fo u d s uch articles of trade as pearls, and pearl shells, s~l t, 

r srl;t o.t baarJ!O v;!o"t.i: .tne ~'1J3 dotriu 'lo same'. guano, phosphates, ana on the eastern side of the Gulf some wheat 

arrl.t al ~!latoeqan . boqo!evob ~I!ali'la1 and other productions of the temperate regions appear, 

,-... ~-u,.n 
t.H.aU orlj o3' _eno.£o oa an.i:"{i,oe1'loo 'lo notJ The Uni ted States leads in the matter of tI'ade with Mexia 

, b!'!o~. srU 'lo ano.t:t.on a.1lllf .l-ib os1:1:oo England being second, but in the conmercial region of the Pacific 

ID q.trtac i1 ".to ao.t J9.(qmoo erlJ rlj .i:1'/ t he t1•ade is principally in the hands of the German:aesidenta who ~ 

orU 'lo aao.rao'! <J!d·s11p9 rla.trl erfj 1:o qu an.t while favoring German goods when they can, do not confine themselva 

, bns w~! rui:t 'JII, o-iuJs~oqmsJ bnn "{jl•1dula~ to them, but buy and sell where they can do so tc the best advan-

asrl ooi:zs!.! 'l:o :tuaoo ot'll:oilq orIT tage , 

tl110 orl1 nnrU '198£1::>1 rloum nr.uoriJ Jud aal.t~ The t 1·ade of tho West coast of the United States is at 
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00.i:xeM 1o cbn :t j'Ioqxs orlJ 'le rljx.i: e ano Jud I present center ed at San Francisco and t h is ,. i ty will wfthc.ul doubt 

o ol'ltoa~ orlJ 1o aj~oqxo jne 8 nrlT cont inue to be t he most important port of the coast after the 

,ais'lonrn bna aboow ~s~b,.bnn e.roo.i:med Canal has becoma an assured fact. The geographical position i t ha s 

't.i:cU arU , ,t-ioq o.t'l:.to.a'i ;s.a.tbn ~L o.dT upon our coast, the magnificent harbor upon which it is placed, 
q, 

q seoriJ ,d: a J·mqxo a H 'l, eR a2rl I rusU.Jt"'1a!'.I - it 6 navigable , inte rnal wat erc.-un 1 cations, and-J:'e gr eat railway 

nu o~n o~edj elaj~m cuo.i:oo~q artj 1 noljlbbr s ystem, centering t here g ive advant ages that witb ~e intellige~ 

~~~~-r , .r.ao:, ,no'I.i: 'lo ae:.>"I'1080'l !a'len.i:m beq0Iove1 foresight and energy of its merchants should ~0t1timao it" !i)Po0m1Heo 

'rlj , ob1'1J lo eo!olj'la 'lerljo nn j 'l:O • :t aso o ,J1:0AN • ~ 

em.r al anqnt,fO 'lo 9Jii.ta na.tismaJ.tmO oono erlJ With free and direct trade to and from the Atlantia will 

-rl:v 9'10 .tenon od.t 'lo .t'lOCJ fl'I ''-~i" oa orlj anoia come great distributing trRde to this City not only for the Pacific 

,1100 odj ;aboo~ teptd~o "ns 9lb eidauisv ni slope, but for the island world of the Pacific Ocean, The closer 

ni: ~!Ul • .odoo:J ja9d srlJ j u-U l£Ltaoo 9•10m bn.o proximity to European ana to our own Eastern markets will g ive it 

te.i:T woi 9!U Ilf l1\'/Q'18 a-i.o ,900 doJ .un.n o~1:.bn1: a position of advantage beyond any attainable byother ports in thri 

t nl: brm .an.C J .ns.eU 'lo rl:t'!Ofl 9rl.t oT . nnlJn:s.or.. Souhher n Hemisphere. It is a fact worthy of note that Sc1 • Fran~ 

al a.orl • aao!n.i:.s•, :teomf..s gn.,tmoosd ~•iJm.100 9rfJ cisco (as well as our Pacific coast generally) of all the great 

> O"IoH ~a:tJ:eoqe.b ls'Ion.tm eidncrinv n·l 'I9ri:r.i:·. ports and coasts of the world, stands almost alone in being without 

, aI~n9q a~ oba~j 1o ea!o.tJ~s doua b :1 01 9'IB direct Steamer aonmunication with any European countrl.-With the 

• oble ll'Iojeso ertJ no on~ . EeJsdqaorlq , onsua opening of the trans-isthmian Canal this singular isolation will 

tiao~ oja~sqmeJ ods lo enorJoubo'tq ~9rljo bna be brought t o an end. 

run orlj nl abnol aojDj8 b o1lnU odT 

lB!O'IStmJOO od:t nl: t~o ,bnooee 8fl.i:ed bnn!8.[l3 Mex ico 

The great staple~ exports of the Pacific Coast, north of 

are wheat, barley, flour, canned salmon, wool, lumber, leatw/ 

dJ 'io eim.o,: orlJ nt v;!I.oq.!:ont"tq o.t eb.s•rJ arfj er, tallow, gold and silver ores and bullion, and canned fruits. 

,noo ~ erli nsrlw aoooa nam'toO anr~ova1 sitrl~ Of tkese the breadatuffs, canned fish and provisions, leather, tal

ob nno to.di 9'tertw Llee bns "'ud !.L!d ~msrU o.t low s ome wines and brandies and lumber will go through the Canal ~ 
I I 

• 8 ~aJ while general merch andise will return i n the same way from Ew·ope 

rtJ lo Janco 1ean ~dj 1o oba.J orlT and our Atlantic Coast . !..,_ addition, t he various products of the 
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:.t.d bns ooaJ: onnTi! n.oa J.n .bo•rnjnoo .:tn oco'!q 

-> .:t"!oq .tn.a.:t-toqmt :teom od.:t od oJ oun.t .tno o 

t9A erlT • .:tost bo'Weos rrn 8IIIOOsd enrt isnso 

qu 'tod"!nrl jnoof1.tna on.t ,.:tesoo "Iuo n,qu 
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seas and islands a t a distance, c ollect ed by San Francisco will 

also be sent eastward. 

The number of vessels carrying the wheat crop from San 

Francisco to foreign ports has been as high as (548) in one year. 
.tiao.tnml:Pn:>:.1·rn.t.s,1 l on"!e .tn.i: 1 a.tdnBilven o.t.t ~ 

Wheat in large quantities also comes from the Columbia and Puget 
.:t ooa s !navba ovtn a"!srl.:t ant~9.:tnoo ~mo.:tav,2 

urla e.tn.srlo-tom a.ti: 'lo "ta'teno bns .tr1~J:eo-xo'l 

~ • e-ttOOfiw 

~ 61.~ u"~' toe"Itb bns eo~1 d3.i:~ 

.:t.t::> e.tcu o.:t ob.1,:.t an.i:.tud.t'!.te.l:b J.eo'la om.Jo 

aflf erU 'lo n.t-iow bnnia.i: orl:t 'IO'i :t11d f eqoLa 

.:tea! nr;o -iuo o:t bnn ll.BOC{O'tmf o:t '!.:t.ttn.txo•iq 

nJ:b.:t.:ts ,na bnoiad ons.:tnnvbn io nor.:tteoq n 

'lrfa'Iol'f .to.a'! a a.t .:tI • G"I 1dq:1.l:msH h'to:t!l,108 

'lOtH>B jaso:l b.tlto.aCJ ·wo ao I.Caw ea) ooe.t o 

b..rs abns.te , n!'tow orl.:t to e.tonoo bnn 'e.:t'toq 

·ma tn.s rl.:t.l: T na.t.t.ao..i:mmmoo 'tem.1a:ta :t09'!.U> 

a.rdj !.art.so no.tmrUeJ: - enn•r;t arU 'l:o gn.tneqo 

,. 
Sound. 

We will now examine the West coast of South America. 
II 

In the Western portion of Caldmbia we find that though comparative

ly little trade now goes to Europe
1

ar our Atla~tio States, with 

t he opening of the Canal not only will its gold and silver ores 

continue to go that way1 but coffee, cocoa, dyestuffs, india-rubber 

and hide~will pass through the Canal en route to Atlantic and Eu

pean countries . The rich valley of the Cauca 600 miles long, now 

finds an outlet on the Pacific at Buenaventura and greater devel

opment of this trade will naturally follow the opening of the Canal 

Ecuador whose principal outlet is the port of Guayaquil 

will send increased runo ,nt of cocoa, its greatest staple, as well 

as coffee, india-rubbcr, etnchnna and hides to the Atlantic and r 
. bne nis o:t J'rlguo"!d ed ,, 

ri;t 'to a.:t"Ioqxs ~9.[qa;te .:tno•ia odT 

e banns~ c'Iuo11 , to!~sd ciaerlff 9~J3 oo.r~oM 

Iiud bnn CO'IO 'IoVIia unu blon r WOLinJ ,~o 

bna derl boruioo , a11ujaDo9"Id ant oeatf 10 

i:n •rndmul .bn.a Ern.tbns-rd bna e9n.tw omoa .. o .r 
\ \ 

n.i: n-Yu;ta'! !!.i:w eeibnad o-iem .f.a'Ien9n s1"rdw 

rt.t , rrol:.Hbbs ~I . J t;noO ot.1na.LtA 't:.Jo .bnn 

be reached in turn more freely by the civilizing and enlightening 

influences of comnerce. Its exports are about $qooo,ooo, about 

three-fourths being cocoa, two-thirds of its trade being carried 

under the English flag. Ecuador is one of those countries of South 

America, which can only be reached conveniently from the Pacific. 

Peru, whose trade is mainly with England, has increased 

1ts t1•ade of late with Germany and will ~oudtless send the bulk of 
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n.c1 0 ,1 .n.i:dmbioO 'lo noi: .t-xoq n-xe.tes\'1 erlJ nI 

'ITJO 'IO , oqO'IEJ": 0 ;t C OOj T'Ofi 9DB'!j e.J: .t j i L 'li 

tl LL.i:w v;lno .ton !Bnno erl.t 1o antneqo orl1 

aoooo , e o'l'too ;tud \ v;s·" tnrl.t Oi.i oJ 9unl .tnoo 

~ !~ni.:O erU rlatro'Irli ea:.q Lit~;~sbtrl bnri 

Js"I erU 'lo ;:9!Lnv rfot'l edT.ee.i:'IJm.100 nser 

Dvsneua ;te ot'ltoDq er:t no :teL:t"o na abnt1 

>IIo1 v;I.C.s"Iu.tan LL.hr eb.a•i;t al:d;t 'Io .tnemq., 
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1 0110 a.t -robnu:>::I . anI'l da.I:Ian"il orlJ '!9.0fi r 
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its s ugar, cotton, wood and silver ores t o that country b y t he 

Canal route, receiving back merchandise in return, bllt the United 

States should sha1·e in the trade in hides, cuemicale and \'fool, 

sending back a greater share of its mauufactured fabrics, as well 

as petroleum and lumber. With t he f'anal should come direct Steam

er communication for which our countrymen and our Consular Officers 

in this coast have so long asked. 

The proposed extension of the Ort ~a railroad into the 

fertile and valuable mining regions or the Transandine Country will 

call for mining and 

region teeming with 

other machineryfrom us and give 
~d.,,:,U.t>.. 

natural wealt .1 .aaa tributary to ,,.. 

access to a 

the great Canal 

Chile is a country which possessel a long extent of sea 

coast r eac.dng from almost Antart ic regions to the Tropics, and 

f or t h is region sea routes north and south are vitally important. 

The great staples of Chile, until the rece .. .1.t auquisitions were 

made from Peru and Bolivia, were wheat, flour a nd aoove all eopper , 

in nature t oo much like our own to cause great imter change of tirade 

and so England first, Germany and France afterwards 1take almost all 

of the trnue, the United States furnishing only merchandise unob

tainable from other countries. 

The acquisition of the guano of Peru, the nitrates, bo

rax, iodine and the valuable metals of' Tarapaca, and also the Cni

lian c ontrol of much of the Bolivian trade will furnish much trade 

t o the Canal, and give to the United States a better opportunity 

for a greater interchange of trade. 

le: 
~~ ~ 

Bolivia is an inlana countryA outleU t hr ough Chile, ~e r u 
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ee-io 'I9V!l:e bnn boow ,no.t;too ,-io~ua ail: and the Argent i ne Rep11blic, each competing for its trade. This 

aalbnsrlo'!om xo~d anlvteoa~ ceiuo"! Ianao trade belongs to t he Pacific and Chile is striving vigorously and 

1~£>l1i nJ: ebn-i:.t ert;t nt o'l.orfa biuorla ea.ts.ta successfully for it, a railroad having been constructed from A'tlte

~ 
;uumn aJ.r 1:o e"t.erle 'Io;tae'l8 s '10.ad ~n.tbnea fa~slEt:...- to southern Boli"liia, \'fhile the railroads from Arica._ Mol-

lsna'l ari.t tU .t • •rndmr.rI bttn muo!o'!tsq e.o 14lndo are endeavoring to secure the Northern trade. 

tem~"l.tnuoo -iuo rlolrlw 'I01 nor.tnotnummoo 'ID 
It is probable that most of the trade of,.3olivia will be 

, bo.xan ~r:oi oa evnd :tenoo alr!i n.t tributary to the Canal. Besides silver,gold, copper and tin, 

I enJ: 'lo no.rane.txe beaoqo-rq or!T 
Bolivia raises and exports cinchona or Peruvian bark, india-rubber, 

[;t 'lo anoi:;:o-x 11:Il:!!i:m o!d.ourav bn.e e .r..t :t'Io"i the famous cocoa" leaf and other valuable medicinal plants. The 

r mo'I'l'i'lentdoan 'led.to bn.e 8Li:n.tm "!O'l: Liao 
~ ~')~u'I 
c.t ~ i • .t!so\7 I .0"!11.tnn rU .J:w r:n.I:moe .:t norao-i 

" 
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trade t :.at is seaborne is principally with England, France, and 

Germany/ American goods reaching Bolivia only in an inuirect •.-::r·-r 

manner. 

Turning from the coast of South America, we find that 

England France and Germany are rivalling eaoh other in the absorp
' ' 

tion of the various groups of islands which dot the Pacific Ocean. 

Polynesia, which has for its eastern boundary the west 
I 

coast of South America, has now its western li~ its at the I80th me-

eoruiTI brrn ~ru:m~eO ,:tc 'I11 bnslana oa bnn ridian. In this division of the Pacific the French predominate 

t.i:iia.i:n•u.r'l B':> :t.o:ta be;t .tnU ar.i:J , fhJ.r; 't.:t etU lo politically, but not conmerc ially. The first group of islands, 

. csr-i.:truroo ~srl jo mo~1 sLdanrsj hovever that we meet with in leaving the South American coast, the 

1 o~B1J'B eni lo ~olilelupon odT 
Galapagos, is under the jurisdiction of Ecuador. Tuis group oon-

1o e!aJem eldsulnv ad;t bIUJ entbo.i: ,xn·i tains a small and uncertain settlement of Ecuadorians, and being 

1n~i nalvt!ofl crl .:t lo rl~urn 1o I0'1.LJ.TJ O nniI cut of the line of the present oonmercial routes and with only tol

s.:t8 bo.:ttnU erlJ o.t ovtB bna ,LrurnO oriJ oJ erable.harbors and water supply; it is at present of little t!'ade 

. 9bs•tJ 'lo 9~n.orio'l9.:tn1 '1SjJ:HJ'1;§ n ·rn'i importance. There is however, in the interior of the islands, 
lxi.l . . • 1 a 
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quite an area of good soil, capable of sustaini11g a considerable 

populat ion, and t he group, from its geographical position, may ac-

quire a certain· i mportance upon the opening of the Canal. The 

other islands off the coast of South America will remain insignif-

icant factors in the future trade of the Pacific. 

The three groupsin the mid-Pacific controlled by France 

1 '!svL.i:a aob.i:asa . !£ins" orlJ o:t v;'tn;tudt-iJ J are the Marquesas, Paumt.tus,....-or :Lnw Archipelago/and the Society 

,q 'IO ~nodonto a :t'Ioqxo bna a9e.i:n'I n.i:v.i:Io Islands; and with the last~clas~he outlying islands of the Aus-

e!dsuirv 1orl.to bns 1noI'troooo euoms1 erli tral group, and the island of Rapa, all under the control of France 

t.i:w ~!!sqt~nl"Iq at ea~odn~e er ja. i obn"tJ The principal products of these islands, is at present, copra, or 

alvl!oS 3ntd~no-i ij~ooa ~~~.i:~omA ,~na~"IeO t he dr ied ker nel of the cocoanut; after this follows pearls and 

. "I9rut.Elm pearl-shell, s ugar,cotton, and tropical fruits. The soil of these 

rlJuoa 1o ienoo odt mo"t~ anln-iuT islands is also capable of raising coffee and tobacco, and is s u i~a 

nnt!!sv.i:·r o~n ~nsm"taO bna oonn"t~ ~nnl~n~ able for the pasturing of live stock. Of the products J'ust named 
er· \ ' ' 

.tdw abns!at 10 aquo"ta euo.t-i.av 9d:t 'lo no.t.tl the sugar ana the tropical fruits will find a market in the Pacific 

no a.t .i: "IO'l a.,d rlo.i:rlw , staonv;Lo4 and will not be likely to pas .,. through t he Canal. For copra and 

e.tcow a.t.t won aErl eno.i:"lomA rUuo8 lo jenoo. cotton there is a &teady demand in Europe, but as t h e production 

• o.i:'l.J:ocq arU 'lo no.i:a.i:v'J:o e.i:rU nl . n.atf>.i:'11 of cotton is restricted by the unsettled condition of the labor 

~ orlT . ~rinio"tommoo .ton jud ,~IIsoJ:i.i:Io questi~n in t he tropical and sub-tropival Pacific, coprR would be 

t o~ ;t an.J:vnel n.t cU t , .taom aw J~.[ t "tevawor: at first the only great product passing through to the Atlant i c. 

•~ lo not;t~rbet~ut orl;t •tobnu el ,aoaaqal~: The various islands to t he westward of the Society Islana 

lo jnom~Liiae ntn:t·rsorur brua rrsma D enraj and t h e French possoesi ons, forward their produca i when collected 

Isro'l~Oo jnsa9"lq erl;t lo enrI edj 1l Ju ; to San Francisco, Tahiti, Auckland, and Sydney; or c oming wit hin 

;t.G a.t ;t .i: , "t!qqua 'lei.avr bnn e"lod·uui -3!dfl"l .,. t he sphe r e of trade of the Ger man South-Sea Company, they s end 

oJn.i: mU nl • •rnvovrorl at o-torlT • eon.a .t'loqmi: their pnoduce tu Apia in the Samoan islands. 'l'he coillllercaal or ga-
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ni. zati on known as the "German South Sea Trading and Plantation 

Company" is the s uccessor of t J1e cimce famous Hamburg firm of God

effroy & Co. Its operations extend across the Pacific from the 

Societ y Islands, through tha Sawonn, Tongas, Gilbert, Marshall, 

Caroline, and other groups, until they reaoh NeVI Guinea and Coci1 i n 

China. 

The firm of Godaffroy & Co., whose for~er principals 

largely hold the stock of the South Sea Co., was in existence for 

n Century. Before 1857 its operations wer e confinr d to the Indian 

Ocean_..d.n the East
1
with Cochin China as headquarters1 while in the 

West, trading on the coast of South and Central America it had 

Valparaiso as the centre.l station. In 1857 a station wns estab

lished in the Low Arch ipelago and operations extended to the west

ward. The Samoan Islands were finally made ihe headquarters in 

the Pacific. In 1872 the establishment at Apia numbered 34 Euro

peans anu occupied about 5000 acres of f ertile land obtained from 

the natives b :, trade and otherwise, especially by barter with fire

arms Messrs Godeffrey 7 Co. from their control of a factory of 
I 

fire-arms in Belgium supplying guns at a cheap rate and reasonable 

pr ofit for money or land. At the present time more lnnd is claimed 

in Samoa by Whites alone than the area of the whole group. 

Godeffroy ~ Co. established at Yap in the Caroline I s lanu~ 

an intermediate station bet\1een Samoa ana t heir old agencies in 

Cochin China and acquired 3000 acres of land. By this time the.'~--· 

firm ha.d an agent i.n every productive island of this part of tho 

Pacific ,1hich was inhabited by natives aispos eel to per-it white me n 
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t c. r esic.:e ana t i·~ue ami ng t hem. 

Defore the Franco-German warn programme of colonization 

wwas drawn up for Upolu, the most fertile islanu of Samoa, anu a 

German man-of-war, the Hertha, was en route to SQ1Poa, to prepare 
noT cnaom.a8 orl.t rl;guo-ui.t , a.bn.oraI ~:toJ:oo2 

' the way for military s~ttlers from the home country. These plans 
9~ ed.t !r.tnu ,equo~n ~on.to bnn ,enr!o~no' 

I were suddenly ended by the outbreak of the war, the recall of the 
. nnrrlO 

c!w , • oO :¥, io·1'.t'l~boO 'lo . r.l'li:'l erlT 
Hertha, and the French blockad e of Hamburg. The susp emlion of all 

0 see rl!uoa ort.t lo iooJa 9rlJ blorl ~ros~a! commerce with Hamburg resulted in the failure of Godeffroy & co., 

aw enotJs'loqo a.1i: tc8I n~o'lo8 - ~~uJnoO s nnd after t i1e return of peace, the stock and gooawill of the firm cr 

erl aa .nn.tdO nrdoop rlJ.i:,, /BO~ sdt n~nn~oo were taken by the South ser Company and, notwithstanding tie fact 

that t he CO'lnpany had f 0 il d t · 0 bnn rUuo8 'lo Je~oo crl.:t no art.i:bn"!.t , jeor,· · e O rece 1.ve, so far, the direcli guaran-

BI nI 
tee of the Imperial Government, it has gone on with the indirect 
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influence of the Government at ~t~ back. How actively this influ-

ence has been exerted in the past is now historical. U-J Jr } d r. n,_, 
~~ 7.,-~ --

o onme r c in1l.y, t h;;"Sc;'~ e a'C;;;;;;a a not me t w.it h : . \ ~ 
success of'-i ts predecpssar, and t !lei .._ .a. re English, Amr.ri.a~ns, ana ~ \\ 41 

~ . k 

1v, in the field. ~}lt:'t":l1'lte years, American firms ftncL1 ~~ " /j -,_ f ,J~ 
entered into competit~ with the German \ ~~ 

~- ~· ! 
~ I t 

lrand trtl'cieFs .. tis ··n --os"§lV'"'~ -:r·11Lw -~trr'~ 1 ~ ... ~ ' r J 

from San 

Company, 

even German 

flag_, _ t ~.!3 - ~ (lr i ~an tr ncrc·r s ; "'wh.Q·~~mor'O"NfJOl)'ltt'B~-''" tt1· ~n'tfv~Sl;_ t "'/l, 
q ' ' , ,. ·4"111; 

could main}.t3tin 1;}:l_~ ,j;~ad~n11"ltte'rice ana"Tc~qu~e-a-t"~ ._~ t ~ .~ "' ..... ¼~: 
The great staples of the other islanos of Polynesia, 

Melanesia and Micronesia, are the same as those of the French pos
t 

sessions in t he mid-Pacific. As we go to the westward and approach 

the Malaysian islands the soil becomes capable of groving indigo, 
1!et evlJoubo~q ~~ovo n.i: Jno8n nn birl w~t1 -

ginger, nutmegs , and othe1· spices, as well as various f'ibre-produ
d: o aovi;tnn ':d b9:1 l:dcrin.i: em, rfa.i:r!\'t o.i:'l:i o.nq 
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- c ing plants, The imports ~ these islands consist mainly of provi

si ons, lumber, hardware, liquor, drygooas, and clothing, in the 

parts inhabited by the whites; while in the pArtly civilized efttt 

and savage islands lhe articles desired are tobacco, calicoes, 

hardware and small pieces of wrought iron; .American kneves and axes 

having the preference. 

The Fiji islands since they became, in 1874, an English 

colony have developed a prosperity which is more particularly due 

to the greatly increased cultivation of the sugar-ca,.1.e, This cul

tivation is restricted only by the want of labor; the labor prob

lem being the one upon the solution of which the f'uture prosperity 
I I 

of all the tropical and semi-tropical Pacific islands greatly de-

pends. 

The Fijians, Tongans, Samoans and the natives of the 

French islands will not, as a rule, work as planta~ion hands, and 

j 
"n ----caco 9 bo"lq ajt 1o eeoooue so the white planters have been securing their laborers by various 

t"ls r,•ta1 . ..vn , ~"' 

10 
. I>J.a.i:'l ad;t n.i: wc.>n a.r.av.tri nsar1'1e nev9 ethods(even by kidnapping), from the Hebriues, the Se t'mon, the 

r 

.t 
_ ft~nn •vnd · 008tons"lq nnB mo"l~ rilbert, and other islanus in and about the equator . These men'/ 

oo o:tn Do~~J ~ ~ • 
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~\l , e·u.u:>Sn J n20 t ·1: 
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eaially to those o f the French and Germans, is manifestly on the 

increase. To meet this difficulty, Indian and Chinese,..coolies have 

rlj O 
al:a

9
no'!!.l1U imn 11i: e~na.tol been brought into the Fi j is and employed for stated terms, and with 

en smna o e+~ f 

o:t 
08 

ott aA . o.t'li:>.nct-b.tm erli nr enorca 9 t n fair measure of success . It is nmong the possibilities that by 

d .[.toa 
orU abr,tiie.t nn.t B'lB1BM erl these coolcbes or by a mixed race proceeding from them this labor 

cno aomooe ' 
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If Australia be regarded as a continent, New Guinea is 

the largest island in the world, and its partition in 1884 between 

F.ngland1 Holland
1

and Germany, will doubtless lead to greater activ

ity of trade here, and to the open~ng of its resources. With its 

large populaticn estimated at 5,OOO,OO°;,it offers a field for com

mercial activity, and ita soil is capable of producing all the pro

ducts of the South Pacific and Malaysia. 

New Zealand belongs to the domain of the American canal, 

both with regard t o the United States and (urope. It is third in 

l r a.,de importance of all tha Australian colonies, and is peculiarly 

fit for colonizati0n by whites of Anglo-Saxon origin. Being insulDA

with abundance of coal, great pastoral and agricultural resources, 

a nd fairly provided with good harbors, it should become, besides, 

wheat and wool-growing a maritime nnd manufacturing country, and 
I 

an impottant element in the commerce of the canal. Its exports,~~ 

,,47000,000 consist mainly of wool, frozen meats, gum, flax, tallow, 
I I 

and gold. The imports, (over $3j,ooo,ooo in value) consist princi-

pally of cotton, wool~n, and linen fabrics, htrdware, machinery, 

and sugar, all supplied from F.urope and the United St .-.. tea. The 

Australian colonies proper will be a meeting place for the Ruropeun 

trade, coming by the two routes of the American and Suez canals, 

with certain :,dvantages at first in favor of the latter. With the 

Atlantic Stat es, the trade to and from these colonies will go thrv8'-'1.L 

our trans-isthmian canal, and the wodl ~f Australia sho~lu go to 

the Atlantic coast i n exchange for cotton fabrics, hnrdware, pet:ro-
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1 cloow 'l:o ~In1:sm .tetanoo 000 , 000~~ -. \ 

~ 

DO«GZC '19Vo) , aJ'loqmt ~rlT . bio8 bnn 

l ncnil bl. ,n-sion, , noJJoo 1o 'ili.nry 

9qO'lUX MO'l'l: bo.i:Iqqua Iln ,'IB~ue bnE 

a ad rrtw ~eqo'l aetnoioo nutI.o~JeuA 

t 1o eoJuo'I J'l'l.1 ant v.d antm,o , !'JbJl•!J 

nt Je'lil Jn eoaa.tnnvb~ ntnJ~~a rljlw 

11 bns oj oba"Ij eriJ ,ao.t.s.t2 o.i:j: ,aI:tA 

>W crU bn.o . I.a.ctn:> notmrUat - en.0·1.t 'lUJ 

) 'l01 o~nnrioxe n.t jaJJoo :>.t .:tn.oI t A !Hi J 
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lcum nnd machine1·y, 

The Philippine islands and tne Dutch East Indies furnis.1 

u s with sugar, manilla, hemp, coffee, and spices, while we sond 

ljttle in return but petroleum, which is meeting competition with 

Russian petroleum, coming bv the \'lay of Suez. The question of the 

control of tho petroleum trade of the Pacific will be fought out 

b y t he aid of the Amorican canal, the non-existenco of which now 

seritusly handicaps our trade in t 11is article in the Asiatic coun-

tries. 
fr, ltJ 

The well known exports of China and Japan will find a 
~ 

new and economical route by the way of the inter-oceanic canal, 

nnd the balance of trade which is so greatly against us may be 

equalized b~ our improved facilities of int erchange. In this fielu 

as well as in the whole of the Pacific, Germany is rapidly increas

i ng in c orrmercial impo~tance. 

We shall close our round of the Pacific by a reference 

t c t he Havnian Islands. The trade of this grcup, though comparative 
~ 

-ly la1·ge, is almost xclusivaly with our Pacific Stat es. Wi t h t h ' 

openi ng of the I sttmus ruute, some airect trade may come from Fu-

rope~ t~.t?A,tital'].ti~ §tateS:fll\lk__t~~ e.x.~~ss o,f_ th~ r\fpifian .. sugtr, 

mp.y go throug_!l tqe ce~~L, : byt t~e cs,nim.qrc~ of_ tr;_~ islal\'!-,_ft' wi11 b,~

a lmost eruirely. c ... or1::fJ I\~c\. to tq~ P_fl_cj.fi_c1.1. 'l\.P._eir importance will be 

:t;t_.)vtk 
increased by their position as a way point of call on the route 

fr om the canal to Chi na and Japan, thllsl\. t.i"M:~ route• bisec t ing 'M 

the exint i ng ones from San Franclilsco to Australia, New Zealand anL.,s. 
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t he south-west Pacif ic. 

In closing this review of the commercial field to be 

affected by tho successful completion of the ship canal between '1$... 

l he two great oceans of the world, it is not difficult t o s ec~ 

t hat, with its opening, a great epoch in t he comnercial history 

of t he world will be begun. The importance of the work to the 

United States can hardly estimated. The impetus it will give to &1\

our commercial activity can be checked only by ~ want of wisdom 

iln our laws, or b y a lack of the--proper amo unt of intelligence, 

enterprise and oapitijl in the country. That ~ound among us 
I ~ 

t l1e development of our wealth and prosperity inland sufficiently 

shows, and the opportunities in store for us up on the sea s nould M'7 

not be lost . 

J 




