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The Sea Power ana Position ot' Great Britain 

at the present day . 

II 

Great Brita.in is b y t,niversrl con~ent at t11e present time 

tile fi r st Naval power ~ the worlc.t. . This is so t not merely by the 

s trength of her Naval forces, but also b: her geographical p0sition, 

by the maritime character and strength of her people , b~ her great 

commerce, and hy her possession of important strategical positions 

in eve1·y navigable sea of importance in the world. 

To this Naval ascendenc y is closely linked a commercial 

and financia l supr emacy tha t sustains and confirms her position as 

Mistr ~s s of t he s eas . 
'1~ 

The mast er y of the s ea can not be held by more t han one 
• A 

country at \~ime . The pr ed ominance in Naval and commer cial power 

:from which tl~ mastery f ollows hns changed from t--ime to time / but 

from tho earliest a ges ther e has been one power that has lecdv i n 

this respect and has held r e la t ive l y t he position now enjoyed b:· 

Great Britain. 

The Medite1•1•anean was t he uirth place of navigati oninnct 

supremacJr in those land enc],_osed wat e:r·7 passed with c omparit.ive r :!p -

idity, in anc ient times, fr om one c o1mtry t o another. 

The Phoenicians v;ere t he first t o attain s uc.i s uperiori t :, 

and after !item came the Gr eeks, the Carthaginians , Romans, Vene tia!ll..1 

and Genoese until the rounding of the Cape or Good Hope gave t he 

Tl'eat est length of sea radius and corrme!•cial supremac y to the 

/ 
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/v,,{{;i, ft-14/-Cu 
Portuguese and~ the greatest sea '" ower to a country outaide ,,. 

(M.(A/j;-~ ~/ 
of t!.e Mediterranean whose sh ores were washed by t he boundle ss At-

~ . ~ 

lantic Ocean. 

Spain bJ her discoveries and colonial conquest may be 

said to have succeeded Portugal in supremacy upon the sea
1 

a su­

prema.cY. found 1 rather thab earned or maintRined by strength, bu t 
~ ~ 
~ supremacy suffered a shock in due time from the defeat of the 

I I 

Great Armada from whi<.:h it never recovered and by the end of the 

16th Century it was relegated to a secondary pla,.e. 

As the Sea power of Spain declined,,that of Holland and 

F.ngland, increased and the Dutch in t heir turn became the leading 
I 

Sea power of the world 1i1icPf,;- the ir comme rc i al expansi on r eaching o.JJ ;,+ 
c,l:i..;) 

~a-- U, liili botif the East a nd West Indies. 
" 

Its culmination came in 

middle of the 17t h Cemtu r y when t he Dutch s h i pp ing exceeded t hat 

o f all the rest of Europe put toge t her. 
1-( ~ r -

England dates its i mpor ta •• ce a s a Sea power fr om the t ime ' 

~6:J"the Defeat of the" Invincible Arma da'L 

" 
It has been well said that 

-whatever the maritime leanin~ of t he Rnglish people were before 
~~~ 

that Qu9at, after it, Rngland became nnalterably a maritime Na tion. 

In those days England was sufficiently l a r ge and f e r tile to proauce 
Jwi,.. 

the necessaries of life f or i-w. growing populationr 9:he def'eat of 

lu:u.v 
the Armada pr oved t he dif'ficulties in ,. 

the proximi t y of Grea t Britain t o the Continent was suffic ient to 

~ 
e:=ab3.~ i t 1'£1 bo:re easy commerc ial relations wi t h t he marke ts there 

•'-~ A ~ \_lfT11.4 
.:c:ftd. the climate, c oasts and conditi cns of' sea and soil on and about 

I 
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(J the British Isles were such as to compel skill and hardihooa in 
~wdt..w 

c·, 

\....I 

the navigation of the waters,~ a life of' labor upon the land. 

The development of Sea power was grHdual, and an ascen­

dency was not attained
1
until after a series of fights with t he 

kA 
Dutch , the sturdiest opponents t he English ever had,._. F.ur opean 

waters . Tl'\is supremacy which crune after the middle of t he t7th 

Century- can be dated from the conclusion of the war with the Dutch 

in 1654-vihen after ,.. bit Ler c onl"e.sct the Dutch by treaty acknowl-, 
edged the British dominion of the Sea . But this dominion was not 

to remain undistt1rbed, it,waa closely contested by the French du r i l!;r 

' the reign of Louis ~ , once mor e also b y Spain in 173 9/ anu a ga i n 

and again with France aided by Spain until t he great peace of 17( 3 . 
I I 

During the wars preceding this peace the English had destroyed,or 

c aptured over one hundred ships and hau secured much territory 
I 

a broad. 

After lttis peace came an er•a of r estless discovery anu 

c c lonization, fibllowed by our \'rar for Independence and with it war 
I ., 

again for England
1

with France, Spain and Holland. AJter this contest" 
~ ~~~ 

very clos~t times,<.,for Englaud
1

came the wars of the French Revo-

lution and Empire described in so masterly a manner 
~ llhJ.; ~ ~ '¥- tir:::J 

President of ~ Coll~go/; i-a hie reaent:;, tW:W. 

by(~ former 

with the Battle 

~ 
- of Trafalgar-ceased any,. attempt11 by any ffower to contest the suprem-

the Sea with the British Empire . - ..t 

IN '4,•C I c,1 • 1'.~ ~ :11,_=!J • -
The Sea is f ull of h ighways l eading 

~ 
.., 

acy of 

freely to all 
~ 

-Nati , t'.No ~ 
A 

bordering l1fl'&Fi' the Ocean; highways alwr,,ys in order anu in r ead i ne s s 
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means of approach- EJ.nd 01' at t a ck;- by the med et tt Naval f ore es of -11 , 
any country . 

~ 
It has been broaaly stated that thre e if'Loux:ths of the world ,, 

is directly dominated by the Sea ancl i ndirectly it ~n be added~ , 
~kL_..!...J, 

t '1e civilized world is c ontrclled b y 
" 

But though 

~ 
t he influenc es,._ the ~O~c ean beal's, 

fu t-4:L G\.~ 
the terr i tory , Comme1·ce and Naval f'orces a · 

,..._ I J,.. ;,,,. 

i!-NQ.,t can be reached more re a dily than 

~ d-t- ,s 
~ urM!lti~ such Naval forces lilll'lil mor e a.ifficult, the time f or 

~ 
doing so more prolonged, e~e the time for r epelling s u ch attacks 

~ 
b.r improvised material" has gone by . An increa.s ing time is nee d e d 

~ ,~ 
for the preparation of personnel anu material, for constru c t i on , 

~ ~ 

organization, assemblage
1
ana training,[En; u;.-h:.e t a r a~d;xpress the hope tha"(t Will be - always borne.~ ind that all 

~r 
\ trai\ing1 exercise/ancl inst~tion,mmst Q.e- as a means 

r~ · anr.l t a.t it should not be view~ as an end alone. We, youn~ as we 

~ .w.v.:.U J {.t,u-~ 
are have ,w!Wh Pr 2wb""'-S who forg~ that the Navy is created ll-nd I ,.. ~ I 

I 
I 

exists has no ".•eason for existange; its 

police and incidO~ 

The pr~pal conditions affecting the Sea Power of Na-

\ ti~re cogently g\ ven by Captain Mahan &,t:.;;.ue, puhlica.,hn 

~ 1Z ~-12~,hffj~~--
~- I - G-Qegraphical Positio • ~ 

2 - Physical Conformation. 

3 - Extent of Territory . 

4 Number of Populat i on . 



0 

' 
\ !.i 

5 - Character of the people. 

6 - Character of the Government . 

The strength of the British Empire/reaching over the ~ 
. 

world tln its giant like grasp
1

emanates from the home r~ritory of 

the British Isles • 

This strength, due to its sea power, arises from Eng­

land's superiority in the cond~ just enumerated. 

First of all from its iPforie;•i~:y &ilio •• iw insular 

position arises great advantages from the fact that it is not re­
/ 

quired to defend itself by land, ..J;,i' defence against invasion being 

p1timarily a sea defence
1
which alone would compel the creation and 

" sustenance of a Navy . Napoleon is quoted as having said that with 

six days in cormnand of the waters of the English Channe1
1

9n the 

'\ fifth I will be in London". Without this command, to be obtained ~ 
V / 

alone from Naval superiority the thought of invasion could not be 

entertained. 

The separation of the British Isles from the Cont~n_JJl} • 
il lu. . 

~do~~ rr,- dA/4"~ ~c',~<-- 'f 
of' Europe removes ~ the. WP»it cry ~;· ccnqnliet. The p 'J)'Ri aal 

~6inf <>y ~~-fl6 Mfu~ ~ -
~~conformation of the British Isles, with its Estuaries, bays and 

0 

ports~ the proximity and accessibility of its towns and interior ~ 

to the sea ; and the fact that its coast line being continuous , has 
~ 

not the disadvantage of a separation
1

like t h e~ coasts of France 
fkLJ;io~ 

or ~t.e 'g 
~~ -

the United States, ~idedly f avorable c onditions/VY~ 
~~ 

The separation of Ireland from the otherwise compact 

United Kingdom is a feat ~i re of ,1eakncss 1n t he physica l conform-
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U 

liJ 

ation , it reta r ds ~•~•Ji•~ t/,the population and by 

a s ever ance of land cormnunication makes Ireland an exposed terri-
~ t;rd.L~. 

t ory t o attack ana addi11fte ~Ao d.ifficuJty gf iis liofgrnie. 

History shows that i.a la1 H' t imen some of the most threat. 

ening demonstrations against Gr~ntsn~so~l nhave been landings, aa­

t ual or intended, upon the coast of Ireland. ~ Mils!bar;, ob,a-eo.t­

ions against i~ao-a~ and..Home- Ru,le, .;Ln !Pe:l:and seem te,rhave 
I,._ :..l it ·• 

r,.egs-cmifb:te · :round"at16n~ ~ This separation of Irelmid,... increasing the 
u;.{i;.z:u. ~c 

necessit y for Naval force contributes to build up the sea power of 
I' 

Fngland . 

The extent of the territory of t!.e Brit isb F.mpil•e has two -
bearings u pon its Sea Power , one from the innnense Sea coast and 

maritime region thus inc orporated under t he British flag , the ot h er 

arising from the necessit y of s e a cormnunica tion between the out­

lying terri torie5; and from them.• t o the home country , and to the 

markets of the world . To a very great degree the physical con-

formation of British Colonial territory is either insula1· or pe ·1 in-
~ 

sular. the lines of sea conununications of Great Britain are es­
t"-

t ima t ed to be over 9~000 miles in length. 

The population of Great Britain and Ireland is INI&~ ~ 

~'-' ,:rte a ~ 
::s:17eaa .see and to this number must be added the White populations 

~ ~ a4 ~ ~ 
of~ sea li~colonies a!' Australia, Canada, and Q~ SeleRy 

" ,c J. •--"--'- -~3 0-.:, ~ ~ ~j:dltM' 1/1-r--ryp--
amounting to aee· I'~OG,eee s ouls . Here ~ .( 8,ia,e 5~000,000,...of n 

. . 
mar"l,t ime race/ in man.time countr ies1 and t h is element of durable Sea 

l... power is still further strengthened b · the Whi t:"e and. sea going p op­

ulation of the East and Wes t I ndies . 
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'---' The sea goint; charucter of a Nation whose mercantile ma-

rine has a tonnag~ ~ i~ions out ef' ro~ b~.,.'i'r £.mi11i~~~/ w.-./L 

l) 

,.. '}- I 

~
nd in whose trade is employed afloat over 242.ooo persons of whom 

~-' I J 
more than 11q,ooo are British ,:cquires no further showing . The com-

mercial and colonizing instincts of the English have never baa a 

paralell in the hist ory of the world and are as active to day as 

in the past .. 

The character of the British Government is favd rable to 

l,«,(lg.g~~'-'~ ~ € 
Sea power Rfy .... ,_ comparative freedom,..for 1;ae subjeot/4. it has 

ftsdir liFtvlL4-4 . 
aimed steadily, pc r hap~ more insti,,,t.c tively1 than log±da~lY, for the 

command of the Sea and all that is there,upon carried . It is in 

close sympathy with all commercial extension;and its s upport of 

Sea activity by Sea strength has been continuous, powerful1 and in 

the main successful, 

The Strategical position of the British Isles and of the 

various possessions of Great Britain in the world is worthy of 

study. Let us first examine the position of this great Sea power 

in Lhe Ocean and water area of the world . 

I'~~~ 
~ tern 

The British Isles are placed upon the middle of the great 

face of Europe as it looks towards that Ocean _,whose 

0 

mystery Columbus s olved . Their position is such that the great and 

only Sea route between Northern and Southern Europe passes a t thea-

threshold of the isles and is domi nated b y t he ir Naval power . The 
(lUJLI 

trade of the v,orld reac~ne of its cent,•ai, in the North 

t o the shores of .F.ngland, as it passes thr ough the Straits 
A 

Sea cloe~ 

of Dovci• 
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0 and out of the Baltic, fr c.m the coasts of Norway and Sweden, and 

from the mouths of the Scheldt, t h e Meuse, the Rhine and t h e Thrunes 

~ 
~eta ~egether in the southern p ortion of t he North Sea . This aref;., 

l) 

411,L 
uith the routes radiating t~erefrom, being c ommanded by Great Brit­

/" 

ain, as if ~ey were Pive11e end watePQ wdA.in her own boundaries. 

The British Isles looking westward, faces British North 
..,.,_ ,f(p,,_ ' r-.. 

America l11kiaa !ee•wa•a across the North Atlantic and to clinch 

ilie ascendency of England in this the most important, as well as 

olde.st known of all oceans, is found Gibraltar in the Eastern hal1rab,' 
~I ~ 
and Bermudas and the British Windward Islands in~ Western half. 

A 

verging 

The British with the great trade routes of the 

in the ati.1e:oeRt wa~~ t h e ir islands,and with 

world con-

the Naval 

s uperiority existing and based upon 

Halifax, the Bermudas, St Lucia
1
and 

the ir home ports/upon Gibraltar~ 

~11-4M ~ 
Jamaica control the North Atlaa ,.. ,. 

tic Ocean even to our very harbor entrances. 

1'b~ The great stretch of coast line of the United States upon 
~ :!ZJ{ 

the Western Atlantic gives us n o control of the Oceqn which washes 
A 

this coast. The extent or this c oast lin~i inlets, ports or 

harbors that indent it, giv~J us nothing, even if all were forti f i 4f­

without the Sea power wh ich arises from the existence of suffic i ent 
~ /,u..Lc.4..) 

and proper Naval force . Our Sea power * not on ly weak in the dis-
,,..,IJ;IIII- ~c...,, 

tant Pacific, but is PelativsJ.;r weake~ along the very centre of our 

Sea frontier, in the midst of our commerce and wealth and along 

the great artery of our coasting trade whose value and importance 

{).N/ 
'M so little realized M'auliiS • 

' 
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Our trnde between the ;;orth and South, between the Atlan-

tic and the Gulf is under the control of light craft I . 

tions based upon tne Bahamas would be backed by what 

to send from home . 
~f -

whose opera­
ltfc,.....u 

England e+«xMQs 
,-

-
The Mf d- Atlantic from 20 deg. N to the F.quator where so 

~ 

'//ff' many trade routes cross is not beyond the reach of Gibraltar to 

/! 

the North East or Sierra Leone to the South East. 
I 

In the South Atlantic as it widens out below the Equator, 

there are to be found the British islands of Ascension and St He-

lena
1 

and:. we come also before long \'Ii thin the sphe:r·e of the region 

0f Cape Colony with its fortified anchorages at Capet5wn..'1B.nd SimonJ 

Bay. The routes to and around the Cape of Good -:.·ope are the ones 

CM., 

more particularly covered~ this Ocean and are the more valuable~ 
✓ 

l) though the Fal~land Island,are not too ~ar off to cover the Straits 

of Magellan and the route around Cape l!orn. 

l 
0 

The Indian Ocean has all of its entrances guarded by 

strategic points in the hands of the English, wisely and opportuneJ 

occupied by them, (str~g:WV"work al)d~litary stre;.~,has been 

fostered in time of peace,a 

) 
sav~LJhere 

by. ., 

The Cape of Good Hope or rather the British possessions 

of South Africa extending from Walfisch Bay upon the west coast to 

Natal and beyond upon the east coast, with the Island of Mauritius 

covers the south-western entrance to the Indian Ocean while in the 

north-west the Suez Canal practically enters the Indian Ocean -· ~ 



v 
through the Strait of Bab-el-Mandeb at British Aden with Peri19-

under the same flag not far off upon t he other side of the en­
/ 

trance. 

In the north-east isfound Singapore which controls the~'.J.. 

route to China and Japan, in the Eastern centre, Torres Strait ~ 

is English on both of its shores with Thursday Island, a Naval 

coaling Station of the present and future in the middle of this 

water highway . 
_,,., 

In the Northern Centre, India stretches down having at 

its very apex Ceylon, historic in the past, important in the future, 

h1n-H 
a stepping stone upon the Easterly route and a source where pro­.,. 
tect ion may come,~ for both coasts of Hindustan. 

In the South-east King George Sound in the south-western 

angle of the Australian Continent, affords magnificent anchorage 

V for t he Naval forces required to \Vatch all that enters and leaves 

t e Indian Ocoan from this direction. 

The Pacific Ocean ~ aj iiiclussed £'ul1?,' jp e1;he1• lQQ.tw,es) ~ 
~--'-

Sydney and Melbourne in its south-western porticn/ is balanced by 

Esquimault and Vancouver in the North-eastern angle/ v,hile Hong 

Kong fills the North-~stern portion and continue; the ro9te fz:om,,__ _ 
~,-flu (,A_.....,JIJ,,u, f--1.-114,'>° (ki, ~ «-1: ~-/IA.-~" /IA- /,(a- ~ c.u•~~ /~ 

Singapore. In the South-east alone is a gap which is only imper- ~~~~ 

fectly filled by the proximity of the Falb ana Group . 

/; Going from the Oceans to the Seas let ns notice first of 

all the Mediterranean, whose central position, has m~de it in the 
ui eC.:t:t· w-,_,a::;;..:i::;t 

! . ,Pas!;(;_f great value ana whose importance » at present if'. 1u1?,71iaii.,ag,,-
CI~- . ,kt4tir 6'&4iJ.. , ,,.__ 
{i g.c..eater t-Ga-R..-e-¥er. It re-unites the Indian Ocean and the Atlantic 
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0 upon the North and is consequently the dil"ect route to the Indies 

from Europe and America and with its tributary waters touches ..1dle-, 

~ 

:__.-

possessionl of' even, great po,1er in the world save Germany and . the ) 

United State~d"'bc • At its very entrance is Gibraltar( to WAioh / 

b (ti' Pt.~ ~,long. w.ill ,do.ub.t,la.a.~- lte.,, a,q._g_eJl..O.ik._he.r~!',J.ti~~A;§J;t..tt or y) while 

I 
in the Centre and East are the islands of Malta and Cyprus , Guard-

ing the other outlet from the Mediterranean besides Cyprus we find 

Alexandria and the Egyptian anomaly
1

and what are all these and the 

Suez Canal too if not Englisl and English held , 

The Red Sea has Suez and Aden at either entrance and is 

but the prolongation of the Canal with the proper outlet at the 

Strait of Bab-el-Mandeb and at Aden rather than at Suez . 

The Baltic h r s been given o v~~o 

~ 
trance ~s;;e~ b y Canal/with Hel!goland directly opposite t he 

~ 
wester n end; &W; Great Britain controls the ent1•ances to the Bal tic 

b y its command of the North Sea as we said at the beginning . --Th e Ch ina Sea contains within its limits Strategic point s 
Mt~ ~ 

in Bor neo, Singapore and Hong Kong while Athe Ch-wsan Islands lookig 

t ovrards the Yellow Sea and the Sea of Japan can ana will be Englis 1 

whenever they are wanted . 

It is and has been for years the polic y of Great Britain 

to rely upon her Navy as a principal means of defence for the Brit­

ish Kingdom and Colonies and the same means is necessarily r e lied 

upon for the protection of the lines of communica tion between the 

Home Countr~r and the Coloni es a.s well a s between the va r ious gr oup3 

/L 
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of Colonies . 

It Jias been the policy to fortify the more important com­

mercial ports at home and abroad1 and the Naval and coaling Stations 

abro:a.Jso as to resist and repel sudden maritime attack/ but after 

that comes t 1ie role of the fleet to assure protection by t 1e Com­

mand o:f' the Sea through the defeat or dispersion of the Enemy's 

forces . Fortunately for England the sound ideas so persistently 

put in force by St Vincent still prevails/that the enemys' fleet 

should be met at his ovm port and that the soundest plan is to 

make these ports the frontier lines and mask the forces therein 

contained/ by an equal or superior force in all respects ready fo4--, 

action. But if the bloeknde should be evaded, and a blockade is 

none the less a blockade
1

though at times evaded, the defence of the 

Colonies is intended to be secured as just stated. For the carry­

ing out of this ~!Yal protection in the varions Colonies and pos­

sessions certain facilities for Docking, Coaling and refitting are 
I 

~~/ 
needed by which the fleet ~s kept in a state of efficiency . This 

leads to the establishment ot various places of strategic value 7 
i ~ poo1tiea ae Naval and coaling Stations;and tlt_e instint-tve group-

ing of the vnrtbous possessions around these points for def'ence •. 

naturally follows. ~ :ive •~ .. :. to my mind t~~s . g:,u::: ., 

/lror N;..;;i defence1 and call attention to the natural lines of com- ~ 

{,1. minications in connection with them. 

0 
The Groups of the Great British Empire may be named as 

fallows, 

\.._ 
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Q I - The British Isles. 

2 - The Mediterranean and t he Red Sea. 

3- The Eastern portion of British America including the 
/ 

Great Lakes and Bermudas. 
I 

4 - The West Indies. 

5 - The West Coast of Africa, with Ascension and St Helena. 

6 - The Cape Colony, South Africa/and Mauritius. 

7 - Australia and the South-west Pacific. 

8- British Columbia and t he North-east Pacific. 

9 - North-west Pacific, Hongkong and Matacca. 

IO - India . 

# The principal lines of communicat ion are 

1st - To t he Strait of Gi bralta{thence through the Mediterr~J _ L 
~ ~(a;flVJtµ..--

D 

] 

C 

nean to Malta, through the Suez Canal ~the Red Sea~This is 

the modern steam route for the East Indies and Australia and tel­

egraphic communication paralells it throughout. ~being t he 

only foreign break in the Englis1.- conirolti-1.tt,~ ~ .,, 

The 2nd line of communication is across the North Atlantic 

0Lean to the North American British possessions ana Bermuda. St 

John's in Newfoundland is~ 1910 miles from the great Naval Dock 

-yRrd of Plymouth Fngland. This line of communication ii""i4 ~ 
1 

hardly necessary to stateUalso paralelled throughout b~ Cable~~-,. 
l'.ldl 1 1 Y. I 

~~ The 3rd line of communication is across the North Atlantic fromt 
~ 

the Home Count ry t o t he West Indies. The West Indies is reached 



•\ I4 

~ 
by telegraph from F.ngland b ~ t:vra routes, one via Madeira and Brazil1 ~ -t:; ~ -

A and the other by the way of ~he United States. 1,t,~1;.-1~·s-~l1n1----rrcnonn,L~efflltl~J 

() 

plation to extend tho B<11rmatia line to the Englisn west Indies n1 

!'!,b.l ch cese 1 bis l :i ial mahtly for Military purposes would be efiCii--elJ 
~ ; ~ &;,/ ~ ~ 

~;,.-~-,i,;.i Uain Engl jab J:1Pistticf1on. 

The 4th great line of cormnunication is southward along and 

off the West coast t f Africa by s~.erra.:f:._one to Cape Colony and 

then eastward to the Indian Ocean and Australia. There is a tel­

graphicEW- Cable line to the CaD.e landing at various point~n t he 
J ' gi/r ~•'}t.c;tl'~ , 

~ ,,., • .i: - """~ 
African coast not .F.nglish. Ascension and St Helena ai::e ne± in tel-

~ ~ ~ 

egraphic cormnunication with England,Tbe Cable to Australia follo~a 

the Steamer route by the way of the Suez Canal. Mauritius has nozu a.l.Jo 

Cable communication. 
t-~ 

The 5th great line of conmunication is from the Red Sea across 
r-

the Indian Ocean to India, Ceylon
1
Singapore(and Hong l(ong with a ~t':J 

route from Ceylon to Australia. There are several lines and routes 
' 

of telegraph communication reac~ing India.a...c:c, t,&:i. U~ ~~ 
The 6th line of communicai ion is that furnished~ the com­

pletion of the Canadian Pacific R.R. by a continuation of the route 

to Halifax and the St Lawrence across the Dominion of Canada to 

Vancouver on Burrard Inlet
1

and from the.1across the Pacific to 

China and the East Indies a route which makes with the Suez Canal 

route three routes for men and mails to the East and Australia. 

The telegrapll follows this route only as far as Vancouver and Es-

~ ~" a::z=:&:.apzu ~ .J 

quimalt though 1 tQJOM.-w+~a ~ Steamer continuation• aPQ ~0Rtetm>latt 
• 
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(].I.._.,,;,, ~ J 
{' w&tl:il,, to Australia and New Zealand.,Q.c....J ~ ca...6-G- ~ q-

( ✓ff/!- ,-...._ ~ Let us now ;:;,,,;.~ i"o the i~r :hi~;;-•~on:;n~w~:th: -:-.. 

l) 

C 

its limits England, Scotland and \'/alesl\,which is the great source 

of the Sea power of the British Empire, the place where its Navy 

is cr·eated, fitt d 0 L1t and supplied, &ad. the general base for all 

of its operations . 

The fleet of England is constructed at home in the pri­

vate Ship-building establishments of England and Scotland ana from 

the Naval Dockyards of England and Wales. To these elements of 

Sea power whioh maintain their position ana value alike in peace ,, 
~ 

and war can be added the Naval Arsenali OR in time of war groat 

elements of strength are found in the fortified harbors and certain 
a~ 

roadsteads so placed geographically to be of strategical importance 
,-. 

The three great Dockyards and Naval Arsenals of Great 

Britain are all in England and are in the order of importance as 

follcwe, Portsmouth - Plymouth - and Chatham. To these can be 

added the smaller Dockyards and Arsenals. Sheerness, prttotically 

an appendage of Chatham, Pembroke in Milford Haven, Haulbowline 

in Queenstown Harbor, and Deptford, a provisioning Yard near Lon-

4 
.f, 

~. cl- ,· ~· ,., 

don. 

In addition to the anchorages near by th~ Dockyards 

which are naturally protected by fortifications there are Military 

harbors like Portland and Dover, ihe former available for a modern 

rleet, the latter a tidal harbor and open roadstead. 

Portsmouth in the South of Fngland is the most extensive 

.r 
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C and important Dockyard of Great Britain having been a Naval Station 

for nearly 700 years . Besides being the great Naval a1•senal of 

England it is with Spit 1ead, its ,outer harbor, the l,eadquarters 
~ 

and principal rendezvous of the fleet . ,._ 
~~ 

Covering ~e~~O acres of land....k contains extensive 
..f1/.~ 

tidal and closed basins for fitting out and repair, MP~ exoa-
/4,u/:Z~ ~/u.~ <-' ~ 

vated Dry-docks, great facilities for the construction and repair 

of vessels and machinery, adequate and well distributed hoisting 

apparatus1and a net work of railwaYt aonneeting all parts of the 

Docks and basin~ with the railway systems of the United Kingdom in 

such a way that stores and material can be brought from any estab­

lishment or mine of Great Britain alongside a vessel under repair 

or construction. A coaling Station has been r ecently completed at 

0 this Yard which with a storag e capacity f or 5 QOOO t ons of c oal ha s 

most extensive hydraulid facilities in t he way of crane s and .1oists 

C 

for receiving and discharging c oal both by land and water; each 

500 t ons an how- .-,:e: facil­

ities however on account of the restricted s pace and depth of wa ter 

hoist alone loading at t he r a te of 

cu:-~,~ 
are only available alonsQiae for Cruisers and comparitively small 

ironclads. Battle Ships have their coal brought alongside in l ig!1~ 

ers, bagged for convenient Thandl~g. ~ 

•~sides an Ordnance Yard there are victualling
1

gunnery , ~ 
and Torpedo Establishments at Portsmouth and ample Hospital and 

barrack aooommodations . 4 
Portsmouth has the 

,, 

disadvantage of be f ng a tidal harbor 
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l.) [ there being a least dept h of f r om 19 to 21 f eet upon the inner bar 

u 

C 

at lovr water
1

and from 23 t o 26 :f'eet/ on the oute r bar at t he same 

stage of tide· with a rise and fall od tide averaging about 9 feet. 
I 

24 feet canbe taken alongside the Dock Yard front. 

~ 

t omary 

This disadvantage requires the use of $pithead as a cus-
~J-/>,'"4 llf~ ~"J (~ 

anchorage for vessels of great draught Spithead is more of 
~ 

a r oadstead.than harbor- but its situation gives it great strategic 
I 

value, to which is added 
'\ 

ff?'eat extent of anchorage room, two en~ .· 

trances and of course t/....e great Dockyard. 
I 

The adjoining Estuaries of the Solent and Southampton 

~ter, give continuous and practically unlimited anchorage space. 

Spithead is very well placed with r e s pect to the English Channel, 

the Straits of Dover and the North Sea and it is but 70 mi l es f r om 

Cherbourg upon the opposite side. The oenkral posit i on of Spithead 

with its defences and resources make i t the greatest Na~al Station 

of the world and the great Naval fortress of Englait-protecting all 

the home territory and waters of Great Britain. 

At Plymouth or rather Devonport is the s econd great Dock-
/ I 

Yard and Naval Arsenal of Great Britain. Wi t h i t is i ncorporated 

the Steam fnctory and. Yard at Keyham and t he Royal Wi lliam Victaal­

ling Yard. The situation of Plymouth in s ou th-west England looks 

out towards the Atlantic Ocea n and i t bears a close relation as a• 

base of supplies and ~efit for any operations covering and protc~;g 

t il).g the waters of St Geor ge' Ch annel /'·nd the Irish Sea and coas ts ~ 
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It is the nearest English Naval Station to Brest in France which 

is distant about 126 miles. 

Plymouth Sound and Harbor taken together form a fine 

of water for large vessels. Depth of vmter and the security 
~ ~ -

and Dock-yard I( in the ~moaze, th~ of a harbor is found off the town 

space though restricted is available at all tides while in the 

Sound is found extensive anchorage ground, protected by the great 

breakwater and accessible to the Sea . 

The Dock-yard at Devenport with that at .J(eyham, contains 

~ 
accessible water frontage, several basins, e6e,.t excavated Dry-

docks, large workshops, building slips, and ample facilities for 

repair and outfit. Like Portsmouth and Spithead, Plym0uth Harbor 

and Sound are well protected b y fortifications. 

Chatham upon the River Medway in south-eastern England 
,W1iH-/rf/,.,,~ ✓~~,,__~ 

is the third gre:i t Dock-yard of Great Bri tai~ a nd unlike the othe .c~ 

is situated at some little distance from the Sea upon a stream- ~ ~­

which emfies into the great estuary kncwn under the name of t he 
,, _p " 

River Thames L-,ntrance at the historical and great re adstead known 

C 

I 

as ~ he N~re". The Medway from its position leads d irectly .Jo 
rear of the country about London and requires Naval as well as 

other defenc~which at t he same time cover& t he Chatham Dock-yard 

and to a less extent that of Shee1•ness at the mouth of the Med;,tay. 

Chatham and Shae~pese from their positions practically 
r 

Naval defenced~ nd external 

at the mouth of the Thames Rive'l are t he sourceS from which the 

protection of t hat riveri and Londo.~wouU 
~ """~ ¥1 J tJa drRw,. supplies o§ men a nd ma tc1· i al · and resort for ct.ocking repair nnd , · ,. r r 
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l) 1•efit. Besides that exterior defence it has great importance and 

strategic value from its proximity to the inner~end of the Strait 

cf Dover and to the North Sea with its great Naval Harbors of Dun­

kirk in France, Antwerp in Belgium
1

and Wilhelm~shaven in Gerimmy niYL 

to speak of the natural and artificial entrances to the Baltic 

waters . 

Containing an area of 500 acres, only partially developed 1 

great water front due to the bend of the river, and placed 

~ 
ut a distance of about eight miles from the 8H@~~ upon a river so 

' 
lined with f orts ~nd torpedo Stations as to be almost unassailable/ 

t,..i ti~ 
and supplemented by Sheerness it is likely to be the greatest Naval 

r i 

Station of the Ki~dom. The difficulties of the Navya tion of the 

river are being rapidily remedied ana the Thames presents unlimited 

~ L · 
A,&gaag t h e r ve Dry Docks at Sheerness and anchorage ground. 

~ 
~ at Chatham

1
can be added in time of war all of the great Dock-

ing and repairing facilities of the port of London. No dock-yard 
,J~ 

~ct I k.tt~ has better hoisting f acilities with crane s and 
l 

~ 
sheers more than twent y five i n number, r ang i ng .Hi hoisting eopac. \ 

llli.ty from 5 to 250 tons i n lifting capacity . Railways extend along 

the water front
1

docks1 and basins
1

connec t ing with t h e London, Cha t­

ham and Dover Railway outside of the walls. 

~/ The 

, at the mouth of the Medv,ay and directly at t ho Little Nore, and 

l its position though expos ed is valuable . 

Yard at Sheerness 50 acres in extent is on an islanu 

.........._.__ ~ --,..,_., 
Pembroke, a building yard at Milford Haven in Wa l e s and 

( 

ll 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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'-.,....
1 t he Dock-yard at Haulbowline in Queenstown Harbor are of less value 

/ 

as Dock-yards t hough the harbors upon which they are placed are 

for tified and are Military harbors for refuge and"?;'trategic impor-
" 

t ance, 

Milford Haven has a commanding situation with respect to 

St Ge orge's Channel and tke Irish Sea, and besides being well placed 

towar ds the East coast of Ireland, covers the great port of Liver­

pool. 

Queenstown with its two government]C.nd several private 

Dr y Docks
1

has also excellent public and private facilities for re­

pairs to hulls and machinery, it is well fortified and could ex-
; 

cellently serve ~ one end of a l llne of patrols and scof,,ts, the 

other end resting upon Milford Haven. It covers both coasts of 

() Ireland and is the nearest Naval port in home territory to our 

shores and Halifnx. 

0 

Besides the valuable Military and str•? tegical harbors 

just mentioned at Spithead, Sheerness , Plymouth Sound, Milford 

Haven, and Queenstown, there is the strongly fortified coaling 

Station and harbor of refuge at Portland
1

in Southern F.nglana
1
made 

secure by its great breakwater a mile and a half long. The coaling 

facilities and plA.nt at the Dock-yard at Por tsmouth are t:o t,s du-

plicated here . This harbor is nearly midway between Port smouth 

and Plymouth is fifty-t~o miles from the Channel Islands, and but 

n little over sixty from Cherbourg. As a rendezvous, a coaling 

Station1and nnchorage for a fleet watching the English Channel, the 
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French coast
1

the Strait of Dover pnd the great trade routes con­

verging in the British waters,it is of rhe greatest importance a o 

a strategic harbor for Great Britain. 
~ .. - ~~~_,. ,1, ---:I ,I.: 

l~v.~"t,; ,..,.,, ..,.p:,~<t-~ 

r 

Besides the harbors just mentioned there are roadsteade 

and anchorages, not fortified1 and more er less exposed to sea and 

wind whose positions make them of value to a sea going fleet fully 

equipped for sen and for fighting. These are the anchorages at th 

Downs, between Goodwin Sands and the main coast; at the mpuths of 

the Thames and the Humber; Yarm.-outh Roads; and the Firth of Forth, 

on the eastern In addition to these there are anchorages 

value at lforbay, Falmouth, and Mounts Bay at Penzanc7 on the 

South coast, Milford Haven, Luce Bay and the Forth of Clyde on tho 

West coas~and Kingstown, Belfast Lought /, Lcagh~ Foyle1Blacksod 

Bay, the m~h of the Shannon and Be-hehaven in Bantry Bay on the 

coast of Ireland. 
~ -- ... ..,__ 

The British Isles being found secureiand conunanding with 

its fleet based upon its home ports 'A14i@•~M~ t,ie..the Baltic and~ 

l he west face of Europe, let us now examine its position in the 

Mediterranean. At the entrance to this Sea which here has a 

width of 12.y2 miles only is placed Gibraltar . Its value in the 

past we all know, arising not from its command of the Strait, but 

from its value as a base, refug8t and pl~ce of refit for the Naval 

forces that~ conmand the Strait. To.~qat harbor of refuge the 
twJ~.1Y~~ 

Rock of Gibraltar with its 2000 guns gtvrusccurity and defence. 

i 

I\ ~ ~ 
Since the time of steam propulsion its value has become '1W a statiCf1L--' " ,._ 
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for coaling
1

both for the Naval and 
(.{,u... 

IOOO tons of coal a day}§ handled 
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Marcantile marine . More 
kA.(k.~~., 

at this port throughout 
" 

than 

the y.ar-

Its convenient distance from England upon one side, and 

Malta upon the other (about 1000 miles each) gives it• peculiar 

value in that respect. Of late years the question of the tena­

bility of the hahbor and anchorage under fire from the Spanish 

territory has been much discussed. It is claimed that modern ord-
• 4 

nance from Alge~a4 and the he,t ghts about San Roque in case of 

war with Spain will make the harbor insecure for vessels at anchor; 

this anchorage which alone gives value to Gibraltar and for which 

the fortifications exist . This problem can be solved in two ways. -

Either by the occupation of the entire shore line and hills of 

Gibraltar Bay in case of war-by the Engliah ... or by the acquisition 

"' ~ of the Bay and country about Tangiers and its use for the same pur-,., 
a..-

pose that Gibraltar :~lh freedom from hostile dominatio~-
'1,/u,. L , rp a-~ /4_~ a-A}3v7 

ove~~Aa_ay . AJtpDrQnt);, Englaaa. 1B looking tool!Udl!I the latte1 rna.,,...L.,,,_ ~ L 
t}v-c..A~-.JA,,(: 4~,u, ./tnrt{; ~ t;:i. ~--I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~, ::. 

~ Malta is the next stepping stone en-route to the Indies/ 

about mid-way between Gibraltar and the Suoz Cannlrit is the most 

important possession of the English in the Mediterranean, both in­

trinsically of itself and from mts position in the sea. Malta 

however is linked in that co-operative way with the Navy which 

gives value alone to all insular and detached muritime pcslr!irl!JBS . 

It gives resources, strength and command to the Navy and mer­

cantile marine but without Naval predominance and power it would be 

worth little in a strategic way . 
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I t s position and local strengt h pl us this power make s it 

ono of t he~ great strongholds of the world. It is placed mid­

way in t he Mediterranean at a point betwean the Eastern and West ern 

basins, in close proximity to the Strait of Messina, the Coast of 

Italy and t he Adriatic. It possesses on either side of Valetta twc 

fine harbors in one of which is an extensive Naval Establishment, 

the hoadquarters of the British Navy in the Mediterranean. Strong­

ly fortified and garrisoned with four graving docks, shears of I60 

tons capacity, and extensive repair shops it fills all t he noces-

sitics that would arise 

the 

in an /&ordinary war. ~ 

Levant well placed but not well fort ifiedJI.O">- t!n/,li:,. ~ Cypr~s in 
~Ill '1JW<d~~ i,t' 

/\ r 

t l> the Suez Canal,and in fact all of the North 

(_,, 

covers the ontrance 

,,._ shore of Egypt, (It 
land route to I • the 

__.-.w.·•~··• .. •uta~, 

fuo Mediterranean~ any ove , 

waY\. of the v.allej!J41 the Euphrates and 

o Russiar..if &he £merges ulf and s t ands as a 
I 

fr om).l'ie B'i~k Sea ghrough t];.e,••1f~-;; ;ar.~ 
~ . / 

and Dardanelles into tA.e 

MJJditerranean • ·· 
~~~..,~~~~~~.~~~· 

·-" 

With the command of the Sea in the hands of the English 

Cy~ is of great service for operations against Egypt and the Gre­

cian Archipelagoiwithout t h e c ommand of the Sea it would be of 

littlo use to anybody. 

Egypt is garrisonod and occupied b y English f orces and 

is governed by Englishmen through the Khedive and his n ative min-

istry . In thi s way Great Britain commands both by land and Seat . 

C the Suez Canal and: the overl and l'outes through Egypt to the Red Sea 

and the East. Port Sai d and Suez are t e terminal points of the 
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U Canal but the Canal is renlly watched and guarded by external poins 

like Cyprus and Alexandria on the Medi teri·anean and Aden and Perim 

at the southern entrance to the Red Sea . The control of the inner 
oYo....tj 

entrances and sections of tht\Canal means little if the outer door-

uaya cnn be closed by hostile hands, so Great Britain maintains 

and normally from the outside . her control or tho Canal mainly 

Strategically covered then at ~~ 
both ends the long water defile J:fJ;.,t49.-!: 

(_, 

which includes the Red Sea and the nanal is in time of war and 

peace an English Strait . 

The English power upon the Mediterranean waters is now 

predominant not by the multiplicity or extent of its possessions 

or Coast line 

is upon a few 

but by its Naval and commercial supremacy 

well chosen points~ ~~f A~f/7 

based as it 

France by its occupation of Algiers and TunisAand by its 

Naval concentration at Toulon and recent extensive development at 

~~ L 
Biserta~and by its concentration steadily going on of Navnl strengb 

in the Mediterranean seems disposed to contest with England the 

supremacy in this Sea. But less than four days steaming ought to 

~ 
bring the Channel Squadron to help the Mediterranean with suffi-

~? ,. 

cient force left to mask the reduced French forces in Brest nnd ,. 
Cherbourg. As to an alliance with Italy it may well be a ques-

t ion whethe1:· Englnnd~!Ld~be wise to add to the impe:ra:·tiv-~ duties 
.... ~ 

of defence and protection to her t i and comnunications 1as well 
~ 

as to her food supply and her Colonies; th'e-duties of an entangling 

aitiance·. 

'\ 
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'i. features of the West 

in other l cct ' 01/he s trategic 

\ Ocean will disclose 

\ positmon an~~ I 
'--.--::.. ..::--- --

es and Caribbean s /a".'t he Pacific 

in detail the stl·ength of t he English 

71.ol' 
think necessary to make other reference than ,.. 

l) 

that already made of the bases upon .which the Sea power of Great 

Britain rests in the East Indies, North America and the African 

Coasts . Let us then return to the home bases and examine the work-

ed and unworked material resources held in readiness hy England to 

maintain her Sea power and by means of the personnel to carry out 

her will . 

England is rich in the raw materials of coal und iron, 

in ship-building and manufacturin~ resources, in ships, guns
1

and 

seamen. ~ 1 ~ za Z ~ 
6 /11 ~ w= 

The United Kingdom produced alone in IQ~ 8¥01 .=- 11ill111'nA 

~ 
of tons of coal ~A one third of the world ' s supply . The 

Unitea States is the only nation approaching Great 

respect, her production in I89i being1=~~­

. ·n_Jhi~ l 
B__r it&1n. l fl~ ""-k;,tL.c./U(.) 

of tons • L- ~P J 
/""""'o,. 

of pig 

ons, 

~eo:p;rese1ao oow oxh;t. ihi 

-~ 1t= l,t/4 ~7HJ 
there wer e ~lzi IIQQ ve~se~s built in 
~"~ Af!P J&r-l f';,vP-3 /"'4,/!., ·;,,J 4 

s ent ing oaarly .Q66,896 tons of sfiipping, 

t~~ 
the United Kingdom repre-
~ A 

the places in order of 
,,... (?4~,,,~ 

ship-building importancebeing, the ports of the River ~ , ~ 

e~ip 'builaiRg lntt (J /5' 8' ,.,_✓ ;In ~ .. , ~~ i.~.1..-

~ a_d~ n.t-C.Z««-. 
J_ •-:::; port s of the River QJ yaa t 5tu1uh1,1lattd , Belfns~ .4ve;i;n~ se,-1 i..Hd: l:Jeecion -

There are also the we l l known atwtlor manufaciuries a t Sheffield 



), 

~1 
~1-(' 

~,t..f~ 
L.-~ .... -~ 

-! 
-J 
--r 

-77 

-r 

~r<-f I -rv ~ -I 

0, 

~IZ/ ,,-.,;y~L 

.:7/ ~ t ~ .w ~r1 rt-h?lf .:::,, ~ ""t 
--~ -id -+r1~ 4 ~ b ~ kit 

~ ~t 
~ ~~-?ttt[} 

~ ~ 

~ 
, ~ ~ 
~~· 

Of 



\....I 

,._ 

2 '7 

.ff(."'. t/,i .~ 
and the Ordnance factory· at EDvick of Armstrong in addit i on to ,.. 

l;(i{c 1,,' t?U? J•~ 
The British Navy ~onsists of tw bat tle ships of t ~c 

~ clasB / ai ~5t-';:,..~, .:.,f;f.:';:, ";,:;';;'' t b~oA ~~ .. ~~ 

Woolwich. 

~ ~ r z_.. ~ ~ ~ 11,U. ~ ~ 
not lQss then Io knocs conLinaous sea apeeti anti cai1.9i~ guos:::::.Qf' 
~ ~ J t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

I.C j:ReBss jn ae.libz'tJ. Sin .&f theue aPe yet uBds:v 0cJ1si1•11c1-icw.-

ere are tv,elve bai tle s tl ipe of the second clAss 0£ 

R500 tons ana upwards, not more than 2I years old, and no~ less 

than II knots continuous Sea speed. 

There are eleven battle ships of the third class of bOOO 

tons and upwards, not more than 27 years old, and not less than 

II knots c ontinuous Sea speed. 

In addition to these 43 battle ships there are fifteen 

armored vessels of the fourth class t.hat are for local or harbor 

defence and I9 armored cruisers, seven of them former broadsidel 
"JC,uul' 

ironclads to be fitted with modern machinery and armament . 
"" 

These armored cruisers l1ave a tonnage ranging from 5390 to over 
' 

K&,,J,l 
10780 tons. Th is makesi~Q serviceable armored vessels some or 

" -
wh ich are upwards of '!4000 tons in disjlacee1ent . /,,~ ,f,,,u_,,. .... 7 
~ ~ ~ tn,.. 8~- c..u: ~ . 

Of unar mor e d vessels Great Britnin\ has the f ollowing i n 
. ) \ 

the Imperial Navy , either afloa t or una er construction. 

I09 Cru isers of all classes from 1400 to 

2I Slo6ps from 925 to 1170 tons . 

90\ tons , 

47 ! st class t orpedo Gunboats from 525 to 1070 tons . . 
21 !nd class Gunboats · from 430 t o 715 tons . 

'~ / 
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be s i des a n umber of gun vess els, surveying vessels, tor~edo uepo t 

ships, t orped o rams, dispatch vessels, Yachts, transpor~ nd store 

ships, river gun boats and hnrbor and coastguard s,-r<:ce vessels. 
<Tr ~ ~ J- u-~ ~ ~ a.Lt/, 

Finally there are 170 torpedo boats o~fvarious classes ranging 

f rom II to I37 t ons displacement . To realize the Naval 
,, 

power of nau~ Great Brita.in one must bear in mind that 
'· ~ 

creating 
~ 

the De-
"' 

~ 
fence Act of 1889 authoriz~ a ~ mber of vessels which, as has 

/\ •" . ., \ 

bee~id, would have con~ ted at cibe stroke a State without a 
~ -~' ... 

Navy into a 2nd clas~.-Naval power 

This A9-,t authorized the construct~on of 8-Ist class bat -

tle Ships, 2• 2nd class battle Ships, 9-Ist cl\ ss Cruisers, 29-2nd 

class Cruisers, 4--3rd class Cr uisers and 18-Ist class torpedo gun­

boats, seventy vessels in all. 

JI.~,,..,. ~e Officers, Seamen, boys, coai;:t:guaPli and Poyal. Hariaos 
'JµAtu,.,IUr ~ :u of a,< , .J ~ 110 ~ ~, 

in the Navy reach• 'i'l ;1fl6 in number, rcbi J e tbe BJtFenelituI e fo1 wl 
/I ~--

o.f tbe Service a1X1onn t e ~e a gt atld tot~! of over '71 111111~:.~., ~ 
=t:. JL:, C/4-4.~. ✓u-~""__, ~ 

l"'Y'.:e, ( I4 a i(' zoo). -/'J-,-t;r~ Al.-~✓ L 4
$..,.,,.a~~ ~ " A.... 

~ I/~' µJ ~~ ,,,..... .a..a.... _,, - «'-L. ~ -, ~ --

Having thus reviewed the Sea power of Great Britain 

founded upon a Commerce which reaches every part of the world, let 

a. 't us close by review the bearings of that Sea J ower towards t he Uni -,. '" 
i ed States. 

Originally English Colonie~ and of English origin ,the ~ 

trade and other relat ions between the United States and Great 

Britain have been from the first very close. At the same time 

there is no Nation in the world with whom we have had more cont ro­

veruy and towards whom at times there has ueen displayed more 



history of the United States ,·11-len absolutely no cause o:f difference 

exi "1te d "Jetween the two nations. if the present date J.1895) one 

~undred seven presidential mes sages reviewi ng the state of the 

·ountry have been submitted to t he American congress at the openir:g 

>f its regula r session s. It is a. significant fact that seventy-eight 

of these mes sages--almost t hree-fourths of them--have called the at­

tention of congres '1 to diff iculties of more or less importance ·::ith 

Great Brita in. To the seventy-eight mes sages of the latter class 

every president has contributed excep t Garfield, Taylor, and William ,, 
Henry Harrison. 

Since 1895, there -
4-4-~ ~ u.u--,G:...., ~-

has been the Venezuela affair,llQiff in arbitra-
~ -~--~ 

tion at Paris, and the affair.J covered by the Anglo-American Commission 
,4 

headed by the _late 7:un t'ft:d Lord Herschell ~ u.--.-o.. ~ 
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o{(fti;C~~·~ ~ 
bitterness of spirit. ~~1e .or1lyJwo ~ foreign Viars we~ h n.d 

A 

were w~ Great Britain and no matter how much arcuts: cause we 

have had for complaint from other powers no fancied or real indig-
ltu,~ ~ 

nity has been more deeply resented than one proceeding from Q.:ieat 

BFitaia. A quick though ,a~mipar not universa~ sympathy has al-
/ 

ways arisen with those in antagonism to the British Government and 

a successful rivalry in t-6.ade and manufacture with England is al-

ways 

After all this has been said, however there is no country 

with whom we have closer relationship, greater congenialty and more 

identity in early history, in traditions, in religion, in tastes ~-~A.v • (al.c, 

and in language('\than with t he British people. 

The large emigration coming of late years from Germany, 

t he Scandinagian countries, Italy, Hungary , and Russia, and the 

absorption of Latin Communities like those of Louisiana and New 

Mexico have not changed the Anglo-Saxon nature of t he Republic nor 

~ 
the universality of t he common law and language . 

,-

And yet history cannot be lost sight of, brothers engage 

in wnr bitterly- as in our Civil War and cousins as in our Rev-
~.t~ 

olutionary War and that of I 8 I2. L ~ .{ 
a R ~ Qµ .--1.#f.,:,:::: rm- Ut4 , #? • • 

We all believe ~ n r t ghtl:\.9US war, none of ua 

eous war 

made 

J,, ~ • 
fk-m4 Mli ~v,,. 

ibu.-
states ,. 

nat ional i t y entitled t o..__respect 

after the war of I 8I2. 
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England is a great manufacturing and Commercial country. 

The United States is a great manufacturing country whose Connnerce 

though very great is c,rried on almost entirely by Great Britain. 

- Ir. i<.S 
14 i3'7 B1li,&t.od by Jhe Bureau of Statistics of the Treasury De \ 

.~ wvt.=w~ 
partment ~ ~, aeep~ the values of the foreign Cormnerce ·. 

(general imports and exports o~~erc~ dise } of the leading ~ommer-
\ ~ tk'i.J 

cial nations of the world , it is f ~ d that t?e United Ki~~~om of . 
_ ""'-r.t,-;J;l'~,._ .. _--;J."f~' tf~~V7 '2Zi'ltfi:' ~ 

Gr eat Br it a in and ll:&ldmd-rs:fa!id'.F'rirat ,~ l!'IIMt.B!f iil ea 2nd :t's9 ~---··· ~ ~ ~ u.l.,.,,~ frl~...L {In., . ([;;:J_, 
r.1atted.~G AL'I Ft:anoe f ,n.a-tk in va . of for e i gn c onnnerc eJ, 

,..,..- I ,- ."" ,._ .,, 

~ ' (f ;;c ludin·g our imports and expo:rts but ~ot the com~{~ed values of 

f \ OM. I. w ,~.s1, &IJ • ¾..._ 
he intrans it II tra.cte was $~, 9 ,rno, SIO. I I B ~, ~. ___ ade 

" . ~----~ . ,-x.;r .. ~-.!'!:t ' -. -·-~ / J 

·-· ,. - ~""" I';!'.·'·""="_,._._ , ~ . • ---·~-,,t,;:it(\~~.:---•· .• ~ ~ ... 1., -<, .... ~ ~ J-¼ .. .t...-
o "'~'1- · :B:. "'·~ , ..... - , ~··- v · as m ((A.,' ~"IF - - .~ 

/4--- ,I, .... v£ t.t - .., .......... .,,,~- tw-t;-t'A"'°4 u:c. ~ ✓ff 7 ~~ 'o/ 
(.,f(.L. ~ ~ tJj uj,{'l-/l4~~~~~~ '/,,,a.--u.--1 ~-~ -I 
.k.m::~~ - The ton ves sels engaged in the ,6rei n t rade-en......,._, 

.._""-.., I 

t e ring of t he U · i e d Sta tes during t:he1 year I 8 
.,,,.- - - / 

<.,; r6 m!2:_l_!~!.t~:. t 1:_i ~- t_onna~:._79 ~_,:!t_~as ).lnder a f oreign 
L2L • .., 

'-' 

C 

Of all the countries of the world with which t he United 

Kingdom does trade, the United States laads in exports to Great 

Britain and i mports from the UJlited Kingdom; the imports from the 

United States bein~~~i~1e amount exported t o the United 
~ ·ttu ... ,:t:::~ 

State s and ~'8Q the amount in value of the imports f l'om any other 
I 

c ountry or colony. 

In the s ame way 

with Great Britain is t he 

r; $ 
only a much larger proportion our trade 

/4 llaf-14U.-~~ r 

largest ~,,. any foreign countr~ , 

u ounting in extent of exports to nearly fifty per centum for tho 

1~ri i ish Isle s a lone. (The ment i on of t hi s stnte of trade between 

the two 
~ u //ri., J(r>1d./ hu,Al • 

countries s hows how IRWo9fi ~ l.i:ae e xist~ between the two 
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countries . ) 

But no account of the Sea power of Great Britain would 

be complete without the mention of one weak point in the present 

condition of the British Isles which while binding her to this 

~ountry and to h er Colonies also compels ~,er to keep her Sea power 

in t~he highest state of efficiency and in full strength;-" that is 

her inability ~o supplf her own population with foo~ . fk.:4 ~µ-_ 
~ ~ l4" ~ fu.d 11-~ [{Iµ., ~4 ~ ~~~ 

Of the f oodstuffs supplied to the in..abitants of the 
(s!5fu-.ct"-} 

Isles abou t one half comes from abroad. 
I' 

equal 

pounds is spent for this foreign 

to the War indemnity paid by Fr~ 
~ u. 

I 87I. Of tbi1'_ amount but 30 millions of powzs goes 
~✓-' 

Germany in \' 

to the Colonie~ .·. 

t • foodstuff brought fro,:1abroad, 
1/-' 

United Stat ~s f l\rnish ~Ll'\L/AJ,., ./ ~ ---~o·--y 
2 7 pe r ct of ~ he whe::)tf'" .. 

75 per at o f · · - --~-~· - 1, • 

--G' 
60 per ct of t)I' cor 

66 per ct)f/{~e live 

90 per ~ of the bacon and 
.¢• 

J. 87 pp ct of t he f r esh beef 
I ,r jt6' per ct of the 

~ 

ett~-
~~fif,)I 

-
{'{/y1101 ~ ". ot 1 r 

- I 
;' 

.!.'< 

,.,., , ....., 

saUfae&~• -Lrr+M ... ...,~ 

::--~~~-.. ..... ~-llllC!i~r;f;:;:::~=:=::;:==::J;ii....;;._;~=~-~-· 
It is not . urse impossible for Great Britai n to se-

· ~ 
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~ 
0 cure her suppl' o~ foodst 1ffs from elsewhereA wheat from India and 

Canada, Meats from Australia and New Zealand ana the Continent of 

Europe1but the wrench and inconvenience thnt would result from the 

change is evident. 

/it-~ 
, . The exportations of the United States are to a prepooaa-

~f ~~ 
lflot ing 'Jtgree raw f and partially crude 1materials vthile those from 

Great Britain are mainly manufactured articles. Thus to a grgatf 

extent one country supplements the other. This 1i.Qi liR enteftt is 

changing and herein lies the prospects of antMoniwg ~n the futul'e. 

Great Britian is the great manufacturing country of the 

world and mepsuring her productions by the coal used per capita .. 
we find in I888 it was 4.53 - t-ona..,per head, while thnt of the United 

,.. ....... ~..,, 

States t he same y~ar•'"\tlas but 2. 30 tons per 

cemtage of increase in this respect was an 

c~a. But the per-
. --- {11,.~,L -

evidence of our growth 
f-

of manufactures ns ft was 420 per ct, while that of the United 

Kingdom was but 62 per ct. / -~ Li:. ~~ ~ ~" 
-· - - ~ a;;:: i ~&:;;.J; -

When the overproduction of this c(untry is relU.ved by 

w "(A ~f.t':--
f ree,to omme r c e and loweD prices1a rivalry will begin with Great 

,-
Britain for the markets of the world; a rivalry carried on upon 

~.;. 
that element_._free to all ooru1tries - the Sea - and where the skill1 

enterpris~ and ingenuity of the American so successful upon land 
~ 
~ in my estimation be equally successful upon the water . The 

leading manufactured articles of British export are cotton and 

woolen manufactures, manufactures of iron ana steel, Machinery, 

0 , uoaring a ppurel, and silks and linens. The se a 1·ticles oi! l!IRP11fn~ 
Ci:AJ- ~- DI .(_4 d ~ t(__,. •~ ~ 

l1 ' 13P-H J:_l .J ilisf 2·rl.111ccu11 1~ ; 1 c,i r t,. rl ,f ,o -nr~ t- ... 'lnv•.no ..... ~nr.ih~1 ,,.; • Jo, 



.t..ur-e&---arc net anlmown tg l>IS anti it i::, net uareasonable that .. it.h 

C) t l1&,.. imP.:t??ft~ll quall.f'ty-and 'pr i'e e. U~y t O ""C on,e-tn ~~4!.u,t.m• e 
~ ~ a;:;:x, /\ I 

C 

an~tive rivalry ~ beg in and a commercial attack made upon the 
I'- ··-z; /--

most vital interests of Great Britain. 
1/L_ ~i.~;i 

That the carry ing trade of i;.bi a Oouma:Pe,1 al lfat toit will 1-h · 

~ cont i nueei to be placed in the hand..s .of a rival foreign country 
~.~ 

I cannot believe and an active cJ,,raJ~ in that r e spect oan be a lso 

anticipated for the future. If there is not a virtual union of the 
a.Aw.-<.a/4L ~ 

two great English speaking Nations of the world in store for us hi-.. 
~ 

~Ri futux:e there is I believe then to be a rivalry, competit i on 

and antagonism between them. 'JA,{cc,,~ tL,or,ow'-- w,..t. ~~ 

The English hold with respect to the Un~ted States a 
~,::J '1/J {la fl,,,',G~ 

great predominance in the waters that wash thee shorss ~ upon 
~ 14-

the Atlo.ntic and Gulf. 

Naval 

points 

points 

This predominance arises from the superiority of their 

power based as it is upon a sufficient number of strategic 

~ 
sufficiently fortified and provided with facilities. These tu ~ 
are Halifax neaY' our north-eastern and New England frontier 

protecting the St Lawrence and the maritime PDvindeacand aggressive 
~ 'h~HA..,t,,:c;,., 

towards ~ portio n of the United States, Halifax is but 500 miles 

from New York , forty-two hours steaming by a fleet at 12 knots an 

hour will seal up New York for commercial uses and the producers~~,C, 
4- f-,~ f..f/4 ~ 

~ ~J-
of grain~in the West will then learn whnt relation they ~ to a 

r-
Navy . Halifax it is true is part of the Continent and is subject 

to a l~nd attack, butt ough not insula'l it is peninsular tu such 

(~ ... 1 -
::m extent that i .i has insu lar conditions .n, ~t£t~ ~ 1,,~- -• 
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B •rmuda comes next about GOO miles from New York, near--C ly the same distance from the Capes of the Chesipeake, the entrnncn 

to so much tLat is of political, Naval and commercial value to the 

United States 

These strategic places cover the most valuable part of 

our Coast,and Jamaica less thnn IOOO miles from the Missisipppi . 
I ~~t.- tu.c.O ~ ~ ~. 

also reaches Gt>lveston and its growing tl'•ade,.( { Es.-quimal t reaches 

equally well our Pacific coast line., 

Nothing can relieve us from the toils of England when 

she chooses to weave them around us but a Naval fleet upon both 

coasts equal to what England can spare from the defence of her own 
-,.,c11(Mw ~ ,,:. ~ 

shores~ from traditional enemies
1
, and for the prote~tion of her tr: ~ 

~ f 
~~ 

and trade communications upon the Sea. That this portion of her 
" ,..,_,.,a:;-

1Taval force W:id::1. exceed.sin n4mber and character of vessels our 
OL h,,.,I--J,..tir 4, 'f tlu-~.f-J-z 

C present Naval strength~is without question • 

.. 

/ 

I 




