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The Sea Power end Position of Great Britain

at the present day.

Great Britain is by universal consent at tne present time
the first Naval power qﬂ the worlu.This is so, noil merely by the
strength of her Naval forces, but also by her geographical poéition,
by the maritime character and strength of her people, by her great
commerce, and by her possession of important strategical positions
in every navigable sea of importance in the world.

To this Naval ascendency is c¢losely linked a commercial
and financizl supremacy that sustains and confirms her position as
Mistrouss of the seas.

Cuaias—

The mastery of the sea cannotﬁbe held by more than one
country at time, The predominance in Naval and commercial power
from whicrlibxknmstery follows has changed from tsime to time/but
from the earliest ages there has been ovne power that has leely in
this respect and has held relatively the position now enjoyed by
Great Britain,

The Mediterranean was the wvirth place of navigation;ana
supremacy in thcese land enclosed waters passed with comparitive rap -
idity, in ancient times, from one country to ancther,

The Phoenicians were the first to attain suci superiority
and after ¥hkem came the Greeks, the Carthaginians, Romans, Venetiamdy

and Genoese until the rounding of the Cape ol Good Hope gave the:

greatest length of sea radius and commercial supremacy to the
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French uoast/the Strait of Dover Fnd the great trade routes con-
verging in the British waters,it is of the greatest importance as
a strategic harbor for Great Britain. zﬁrrfﬁit“ﬁzm$“7‘f;V:?7%“”ﬂ
Besldes the harbors just mentioned there are roadsteads
and anchorages, noi fortifieq,and more cr less exposed to sea and
wind whose positions make them of value to a sea going fleet fully
equipped for sea and for fighting. These are the mAnchorages at thc
Downs, between Goodwin Sands and the main coast; at the mpuths of

the Thames and the Humber; Yarm-outh Roads; and the Firth of Forth,

on the eastern c?EiEL/JIn addition to these there are anchorages

of value at Porbay, Falmouth, and Mounts Bay at Penzanc(;z/ on the i
South coast, Milford Haven, Luce Bay and the Forth of Clyde on the
West coasﬁ/and Kingstown, Belfast Loughe{'Lalghg Foyle{Blacksod
Bay, the mewth of the Shannon and Bebtehaven in Bantry Bay on the

coast of Ireland. . — Lo

The British Isles being found securﬁfand commanding with
its fleet based upon its home ports weih-ssapeeb—be. the Baltic andy
Lhe west face of Burope, let us now examine its position in the
Mediterranean, At the entrance to this Sea which here has a
width of 12§9§ miles only is placed Gibraltar, Its value in the

past we all know, arising not from its command of the Strait, but

from its value as a base, refuge, and place of refit for the Naval

/

forces that é;g command the Strait. To_ that harbor of refuge the
fud ¢ ioos e

Rock of Gibralter with its 2000 guns gavessecurlty and defence.

Ladigantd

— Since the time of steam propulsion its value has becomebqw a statiem—
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There has probably never been a time, however brief, in the
history of the United States when absolutely no cause of dﬁfference
existed hetween the two nations. 6 the present date (1895) one
undred seven presidential messages reviewing the state of the
rountry have been submitted to the American congress at the opening
)¥ its regular sessions., It is a significant fact that seventy-eight
of these messages--zglmost three-fourths of them--have called the at-
téntion of congress to difficulties of more or less importance with
Great Britain., To the seventy-cight messages of the latter class
every president has contributed except Garfield, Taylor, and William

"

Henry Harriscn, =
“‘“‘*‘t} JThor turdlewy g
Since 1895, there has beenﬂthe Venezuela affair,pnew in arbitra-

— Aot
tion at Paris, and the affairdcovered by thgiAnglo-American Commission

headed by the late lamewd®d Lord Herschell ccuorfoctta tea Cendeg
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most vital interests of Great Britain. =
Ue Ut~ Fla

That the carrying trade of this (ommsne-ad-Natton will b.

Gund- atc et a\—.:)a
an active rivalry @ begin anc,i‘_a commercial attack made upon the

e continued to be placed in the hands of & rival foreign country

I cannot believe and an active «juadwyr in that respect ocan be also

anticipated for the future. If there is not a virtual union of the
O e oL bof o

two great English speaking Nations of the world in store for u%‘hm~

whe-Lfuture therc is I believe then to be a rivalry, competition

ol R G e 'ua,*e4usuﬁr—-ﬂﬁﬁﬁzfzzzﬁQEZ:Z%ﬁﬁr

The Fnglish hold with respect to the Undted States a
great predominance in the waters that wash the#® shorgs Rg## upon
~ A
the Atlantic and Gulf.
This predominance arises from the superiority of their
Naval power based as it is upon a sufficient number of strategic
. - - » . W k]
points sufficiently fortified and provided with facilities. These
(1) 4
points are Halifax neay our north-eastern and New England frontier
protecting the St Lawrence and the maritime PpewRcescand aggressive
tee NovkeTGaglco
towvards &ket portien of the United States, Halifax is but 500 miles
from New York, forty-two hours steaming by a fleet at I2 knots an
hour will seal up New York for commerciml uses and the producer31Laﬁpm¢Z;
fzw bolifi w,
of grain in the West will then learn what relation they heav to a
}-
Navy. Halifax it is true is part of the Continent and is subject

~ to a lznd attack, but though not insula% il is peninsular to such

b oess
an extent that ii has insular cu--nditinns.ﬂ i ‘é‘uw ¥ tiladim
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Bermuda comes next about (00 miles from New York, near-
1;4the same distance from the Capes of the Chesipeake, the entrance
to so much tLat is of political, Naval and commercial value to the
United States

These strategic places cover the most valuable part of
our Coast and Jamaica less than I000 miles from the Missisipppi

Queboar e Wrat So fracy
also reaches Gelveston and its growing tradgg (Eanulmalt reaches
equally well our Pacifie coast line.J

Nothing can relieve us from the toils of England when

she chooses to weave them around us but a Naval fleet upon both

coasts equal to what England can spare from the defence of her own

FClomas |, e Tviefer
E;hores)L fromﬁ traditional enemlea} and for the proteqtion of her irodae—
S Osocta (te

and trade communications upon the Sea. That this portion of her
[

Taval force wiit] exceedsin namber and character of vessels our

alzh“kﬁghdgJ%Lk;au*ua&11:7&uhns

present Naval atrengthﬁis without question.





