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HOMING PIGEONS FOR SEA-SERVICE . 

A lecture delivered at the Naval ar College, Newport, R. I. 

J uly 20, 18 96 , by Professor H. Mar ion , U.S . Naval Academy . 

So much has· been written abou t t he us e of pigeons as de spatch 

bear ers on land that it woul d appear superf l uous to dwell upon 

rhat has already been said about them. 

The principal objec t of this pape r is t o d i scuss t ~e employ­

men t of p i geons as mes,sag e bea rers over bod i es of wate r , a question 

wh ich has of late ~ttracte d considerable at tent imn i n th is country 

a nd abroac'l . 

The re ar~ many i nstances of the early employment of p i geons 

for transmitt i ng i n telligence from ship tp s hore. Th e fancy f or 

p i geons was already 1n vogue among the Egypt i ans, t he Gre eks and 

the Ro ans . It is recorded t hat pigeons were used as messac e ­

b earers by t h e ear l y nav i ga tors of Egypt, Cyprus, aid Ca ndia, who 

us e d to announce the ir approach by pigeons 3 days i n advance of 

their actual arrival ·t port. The Ve netians sed them dur i ng t he 

12th century 1th great success i n t heir war - it t t ~e Turks and it 

is said, t he island of Cand i a was on ce sav ed by a p i geon which 

carried to Venice t he news of the return of t e Turks i n time to 

send a fleet, whi ch pr vented t he island f rom bein i nvaded by t he 

enemy, In memory of t his event, pigeons were fe d at the expen e 

of t~e Venetian gov rnm~nt for centuries on the famous square of 
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St. Mark. Further notable i nstances of the use of pigeons as war 

me ssengers are the Siege of Haarlem i n 15 73, that of Leyden i n 1575 

and the bombardmen t of Ant erp i n 1832. The organization of t he 

modern military pigeon syst ms, howev~r, may be said to date only 

from the siege of Paris (1870-1871} where homing pigeons were more 

extensively and successfully used. 

France which t ook the lead i n establishing a military pige on 

service as soon followed by almost every con t inental nat ion of 

Europe. The military budget of France ass i gns an annual credi t of 

nearly 100,000 franc s for the maintenance of the military and mari­

time pigeon l of ts . I n accordance with law the military authorities 

have also a right to requisition messenger pi geons from private 

loft s and an annual census is taken of all available trained bi rds 

whi ch might be utilized as auxiliaries to the re gular military con­

tingent . I n order to encourage the breeding and training of homi ng 

pigeons, the government offers yea r ly premi ums to he various Colum­

barian societies in the shapo of medals, diplomas and money awards. 

The naval p i geon s t ations at Brest, Nantes, Toulon and Marseilles 

have given excellent r esults. The experiments with pigeons f or 

naval pur poses were commenced in .France a fe w years ago with the 

cooperat ion vf the Engineer Corps of t he Army which loaned some of 

their pigeons to the Navy and detailed a number of t heir men (sa peurs 

du genis) as inst ructors at t he various por t s. 

Each year, i n April, a certain number of sailors are thus in­

structed i n t he care and tra i ning of p i geons for Sea Servi ce . A 

t orpedo boat is ass i gned to each stat i on fo r t he training of t he 
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birds wh ich a r e liberated at sea, beginning with 5 miles and b y 

gradually increas ing the distances , the birds soon become accustomed 

to the ir wo rk . It has recently been proposed fur t er to ex t end the 

French Na.val Mes seni5er Pigeon Serv i ce by having three different ... 

lines of communication radiate from each s tation , viz :-

lst, by pi geons trained to sea as far as 300 miles towards 

t he English coa .3 ts on the Atlantic Ocean and towards Corsica, Sar­

dinia, ·Alge r ia , and the Balearic Islands in the edi te rranean . 

2d , by pi geons trained from each Naval Station towards Pari s . 

3d , by pi geons trained to connec t the various mili tary ports 

with each other . 

To insure these communicat i ons birds are to be distributed as 

follows :- Cherbou r g 500 , Brest GOO, Lorient 500 , Rochefort 500 , 

Toulon 1000, Pari s 500/ The line of communi cation by Pigeon Post , 

establ ished some time ago b::t the marit i me authorities 'i)yat Toulon 

for service between that port and Calvi (Corsica) i s bow i n full 

operat ion and a new l i ne between Bizerta and Boni fac io has recent­

ly been establ ished and fl i ghts will be a ttempted t his year bet1een 

Alg ie rs and Marse i l les , a dis ta.nee 'of 480 miles , wi th possible 

relays at A.j acc i o (Co rsica). In the colonies a regula r aervice 

exi sts between the Reunion I sland and Maurit ius . French s ocioties 

all along the coa st of Normandy are c onstan tly f lyint:i; the i r birds 

from Portsrnozth and Plymouth , and these birds have often crossed 

t he English Channel at i to ddes t part. But by f a r the mo s t i nt ert! 
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s t i ne and conclu 1 exp r i ment var atte t ed i n gurope ili th 

vi e w of demons r t i ng t ,1e valu of homing p i e;eon t ,$ea s e rvice 

a s unde rtaken l as t y a r , by and through t he 1.11 t 1at1v o Le 

Pe t it Jo ur nal" of Pari s , as t he r esul t of a contr versy ·1 th t l e 

Pari s "F i eo.ro" on the poss i bil i ty of rece i vi ng ne s by Pf ge ons firo ..i 

t he l ong delaye d s t eamer ttLa Ga~coyne" of t he "Cie Trapsatl m t i ~ue ', 

on her return tri p to Nev, York t wo ye a r s ago . 

The 'rli i t e r of t he "Fig .., r o" rh o cla i ned o be ,,n author i t y on 

p i geon matters , stated , t ha t pi p,eons could neve r f ly 100 mi les a t 

sea and ould become se s i ck on board sh i p and conse quen t ly nable 

to l ea ve i t . 

Pllarenthe ti cally I wi l l s ta te t ha t I to ok occa sion, a t tha t t i me , 

t hrough the Ne . Yorlr Her ald, t o con t r adi ~ t h i s sta tei ent , and cited 

t ho i ns tance when pige on , uhich had been pur posely kep~ confine d 

21 days on board t he "Monongahela , " be t ween de cks had re tu r ned t o the 

Naval Academy l of t a t Annapol i s , over a di s tance of 200 miles . (Se 

rticle by Li eutena n t A . . Kni ~ht , U.S .N., Proceedi ngs U. S .Naval 

I nst i tut , No . 72 (189 ) . 

The Di r ector of t he "Pe t i t J ourn ", i n or e er t p s e t tle t he 

question i n d i spute, moved by h i gh hu ·.n i tar i an mot iv s, char t ered 

at his own expense, a i ded by a popul a r subscrip t ion , t he Steamer 

"Manuub i a" of the "Trans tlantic Co. " f or t ha t p rpose . Thi s gr ea t 

and novel under taking , which cost ne rly 5 ,000 . 00 .va s curri ed ou t 

s pro ected . About 4500 p i geons be ongi nr; t o va rious Columb rian 

ocie t i os of France , Belgi , Holland and Engl and , e r e pt t on 
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board t he Monub i a , J une 30, 1895 , t Nazaire. All arrangemen ts fo r 

t heir care and comfor t had been ca refully m de and the diffe ren t 

cab ins ha d bee n tu r ne d i n to so many minor loft s, eacb ded i cated to 

t h is or ha t countr y and provinc e f rom h ich t he bi rds , occupyi ng 

it, ha o come . 

The ope r ation s rer carried on under t he management of t h e 

"Le Pe t it Jour nal" a nd a commi tte e r pr s nt i ng the various soe i -

eties, and r e under t he i ntelligent s upervi~ion of M. Ch . Sib i l lo t , 

Ed1to o f La Fr a nc e a erienne the laing Collli~ba r i an n ewspaper i n 

Fr nee. 

4 to sea or libe r tion s t ook place . 

. 800 p i ge ons e re l ibe r at ed at 14 6 km . a t a bout 91 
n a re s t s hore (Pointed Cro1 1 .) 

miles from 

/ 600 pigeon s were libe rated at 200 km . 

. 600 pigeons e r e liberate d at 300 km. 
fi nally 

/ 500 p i geons ere l ibe rated a t 600 km . 

" 
fl 

" 

" 
" 
If 

125 " 
187 1 - 2 " 

512 1-2 " 

" 

" 

" 
Of the 1600 p i geon thus l i berated at 200 kms. (125 miles) 

during a hea vy ra i n a nd strong ind, onl y 3 r turned to t he s h i p . 

Of t he 600 pigeons lib er a t ed a t 300 kms . (18 7 1-2 ) onl y on e r -

t ur ned, t o t he s h i p. Of t he 1500 p i geon s libe rate d a t 500 km s . 

(312 1 - 2 m.) 1 2 r emained on the "Monubia," maki ng a t o t al of only 

16 p i geons ou t of 4500 which r efused to seek land . Duri ng the t rip 

which l asted 10 day, the p i geons drank , ate a nd cooed, pparently 

i ndifferent to their being on board s h i p and none s howe d a ny signs 

of se a ickness, t hus disposing of t he theory tha t p i geons would be 

unfi tted for fl ying from t hat caus e . I n fac t , pigeons or any h i gh-
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flying birds stand t ransportation at sea much better than overland, 

as the rolling and pitching of t he ship, providing t~ey are not too 

crowded i n t heir baskets, has no different eff ect than that whioh 

would be naturally produced by the swinging of th branches, on 

which they are accus tomed to perch when fre . 

The results obtained by this exp riment surpassed the mot san­

guine expectations of the promoters of the enterpr ise . 

The first prize offered by the Pre ! den t of the French Repub­

lic as won by pigeon from Tours hich made t· e distance of 743 K. 

about 465 m. of hioh 500 km. (312 1-2 m.) over 'I t er in 15 hours 

d 1 2 minutes at an ave rage speed of 48 k . 850 M. per hour 

(SO 1-2 ! ) 

One of the most i nteresting features of the experiment s the 

speed m de by these pig on of hich Prof . Caustier,a member of the 

Zoological Society of Prance, as made an exhaustive stud. From 

previous observations, the speed of pi geons th t had been flo n 

over water was said not to have exceed 35 km. (22m .) pr hour. 

{this statement as erroneous, as some or t val Ae demy pigeons 

had made over 100 miles t the rate of .40 ulles an hour. ) 

The speed of pi geons liberated from t L onubia at 600 Kr . 

(31 ~ 1 - 2 M) varied from 40 to 48 1-2 Km . {25 to 30 1-2 mile~) per 

hour. 

At 300 km. (187 1-2 m.) a pigeon of . ochefort f le at a speed 

of 60 Km . {3 7 1- 2 m.) over a distance of 450 Km. (281 m.) others 

made from 55 to 60 kms . 

At ~J. 00 Kr1. the s peed rose i n some i ris tance s to 88 kms . ( 55 m. ) 

per hour. The average speed, ho ever, was somewhat i nfe r ior to 
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t J,o. t o.de over land . 

It must be stated here that ve ry fe of the pigeons liberated 

rom the J,anoubia had e er flown over mter before . 

Consideri ng all the disadvantag of unfavorable weather and 

lack of training thee peri ment prov d a conclusive success . The ut 

most enthus ias was er ated in Paris, Brussels and at all the Colum-

bn.rian cente ;-s f Enrop and th owners of th 

a great ova t ion . 

inning bir d rece iv d 

From careful observat ions made by ~. Ch.Sibillot one of the 

chief pro:.:.ot r of t he experi m nt , who r emain d n board t he l!anou­

bia, i t appears '1T 1at the heir-:;h t of t ho flight of the birds, hen 

liberated at sea, increased i n proportion to the distance they re 

from, land . " 'fuen liberated at 90 miles from land , they circle d 

at an altitud of 160 to 200 m. at 125 mi les t hey visibly rose much 

hi gher; a 187 mi les they were at least 00 m. ;_ and a t t ho long 

di stance liberation of 312 mile~ they ere soon lost from s i gh t al ­

most vertically, above the vess l, and i t was noticed that at this 

distance, the bird.:., pointed at once to a rds the sky , their beak and 

tail being in an almost perpendict1lar position , and then formed i n 

separate squads each taking the ir fl i ght toward..:.1 their re spective 

homes , some flying dir ctly against the sun , i n spite of the legend 

that pi geons never fly in that mann r . 

The question natu ally ar ises in reading of these experiments 

r id these pigeons fly by sight 1n recognizing land? 

This long debated question has never been satisfactorily an­

s ·ered and as a famous French i.: riter ( !. de Gaspa'ti n ) said "Un panier 

I 
I 

·J 
I 
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de pieeons voyageur renferme un probleme a desesperer toutes 

1 s Academies . " -- "A bask t of pigeons contains a problem which 

puzzles all t he Academic i ans.• 

Some of the best kno authorities, among whom is ?r . Teeet-

mei r, the English cxper, clni , that homing pigeons fly mostly by 

sir;ht . Others clai that they are influenced by t he position o the 

sun, by atmospheric currents, and by the magnetic attrac t ion of t he 

Earth . Others , that the possess an intuitiv sense ~f orientation 

(or takine one's bearing intuitively) developed to a very hi gh de­

gree , and common to all animal~ , civi lized man, excepted . 
order 

In to illustrnte the fallacy of the pure sight t heor , let 

us consid r the folloving e a.rnples f flights act mlly m de 1ith 

distances computed ro Bo ~ditch ' s useful ables of visible di s tanc ~ 

t sea . T~king r.eight of land abo~t Cape Henry at the outh of the 

Ohesape ke Bay at 75 f et above sea level , pigeons liberated from 

the Monongahela, 110 miles off shore , iould have been obl iged to 

rise 5600 facto over one stat · te mil to se e the land . Taking a~ 

another illustration, heigh t o· land about Newport at 165 fee 

(height of Beacon Hill ) visible 17 M. t sea level, a pigeon liber­

ated t 150 miles ould have o rise 10 , 200 feet or ne arly to miles 

above the sea level . 

Ta · ing height of land about st . fir, ranee, at 400 feet , 

the piceons liborat d from t ho .. anoubi at 312 ~iles off shor , 

ould have had to ris to t he normous nltit ud of 47,000foet o 

nearly 9 statute miles to see land . Ev rybody kaois that at sch 
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an alt i tude no animal beine could live o~ fly . 

The pure sight theory is therefore inadmissable and further , 

to prove its fallacy , it is •tell known, that pie;eons. when liberated 

from balloons at hi~h altitudes i nvari2bly drop almost perpendicu­

larl towards the earth and only regain their equilibrium when r0ach­

ing a more congenial atmosphere . 

In this connection it vill be interestine to know that Ir . 

Andree, who will attempt to reach the North Pole th i s year by means 

of a balloon will t ake with h im a number of homing pigeons rhich 

rill be liberated at certain intervals with messages giving an 

accoun of the proeress of this novel arctic expedition . 

Another po i nt which I wish to discuss i s the revaili ng mode 

o f c lcula ting the distances flown by the so- called air- line" gage. 

A pigeon never flies in a perfectly straight line and is often car­

ri ed far from its course by contr~ry , inds and atmospheric currents . 

Experienced and strong pigeons hmmve .. are able to fly against a. 

heavy head- wind by what is c r1rnonl y call t d ·" tacking". The s traie;h t 

air-line from point of liberation to point of arrival as a gage- of 

t he ir actu·.l spe d is therefore fallacious and the real diotance 

covered cannot be exactly measured . 

Putting as i de all theoretical consi de r at ions , the experi ments 

of the Hano bia ith the pigeons kept confined for over ten days and 

mostly ;1i thout any previous training over Y1ater, one ma · well sr:.y 

that from a practical point of viei, the experiment was well ~orth 

i ts cost and helpod to dispel the pr conceived i dea which affirmed 
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th t pigeons would never become the au i liaries of the Navy and sea-

farine 1orld and greatly aided the efforts made on this nida of the 

Atlantic to have ~his nervice of icially recognized . (Endorse ~ents 

and recommendation by Capt . P .S.Phythi n, Captain Wm . C. Jine , Capt . 

P .J .Hi er,inson and Commander C.M.Chester .) 

Other countries speodily followed the example set by r · nce 

after the war of 1870- 71 in organising Hesseneer Piccon station 

and Gcrma1y quickly rec ognized the i mportanc of this ne system of 

eri al commnnic tions anu hus now ono of the most complete and ffcc ­

tivc Pieeon services i n the 1orld . The German Emperor han taken 

peruonal interest in romoting this no .. , service .. nd frequontl uses 

pieeons to conv y messages from his pri nte yacht the Hohenzollern" . 

The German government beside h vi g its om system and personi e • 

with a ermanent director at its lead , offers annually pr zes med­

als and subsidies to - the various Columb rian societies of t1e Empire 

of wnich there are nearly 40 0 . One of the features of the Ge n 

service is tho use of pigeons f or comr uni cati on rom outlying Li ·~ht­

housos and Lieht- ships . Some years ar;o , one of he LiGht- ships , ~2 

miles from Tornung, off the mouth of the Elbe , broke adrift from her 

moorings in heavy ,·,e .. ther and would haveboen lost but for the quick 

intelligence of the accident conveyed to the mainland by the pigeons 

i n 58 minutes . The rhole of the Ger n frontier is now connected 

by pigeon post with the interio r and he dquarters nd the northern 

coast is studded ·:1ith pi geon stations under the control of the ini -

ter of r~arin . 

Italy has an inv rior milit ry servic and has been particu-
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larly active of late in establishing pigeon posts for Naval purposes 

to be used in connecti on with the manoeuvres of her new fleet . For 

example , there is a military pigeon post at Rome and another at 

the Island of Uaddelen , and the bi rds belonging to them alternately 

fly from one loft to the other at a rate of about 20 miles an hour . 

The total distance is 170 miles and that over water 150 miles. 

Other naval lofts are situated at Pi scaya and Cagliari , Sardinia, the 

latter constitutine part of the Napol i - Cagl i ari line . The distance 

between the two places i s 284 miles . Birds liberated at sea rom 

I tal i an vessels have nade a distance of as much as 287 miles over 

tho sea at ,:.bout 31 mi les an hour . These pigeons sent out with des­

patcho s durine the recent manoeuvres arrived many hours and often 

days vbe fore the despatch boats sent out at the same time . 

Italy has moreover connected aso ah and Assab in Africa by 

pi geon post , which rendered t~ ~~el valunble se i ce during the 

recent Abyssinian cam )aign , ,1hen the telegraphic communicat ions 

had been i nterrupted . The 12 principal governmental lofts in Ital}I 

are controlled by the Engineer Corps and Captain Malagoli, tho Chi ef 

of the service, has made a grc[l,t advanc by training the snme pieoons 

to fly back and forth ,( there and return) between Rome and Civita 

Vec·chi the nearest port to the car,i tol and an important stratecio-

al point . This remarkable result, can only be obtai ned over -hoet 

di stances not exceeding 80 miles , by long abd careful training , 

feeding the birds at one end of the l i ne and keeping their mates 

and young ones at the other . (Experiments from nhore to ship and vice 

ve r sa . See Lt . Benson ' s artivl e, Proceedings U. " .Nave.1 Instit t 
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The Spuniards under the i n i t i at i ve of Dr.Di ego de la Llave and 

Don . Salvador Castel lo have become one of tho f oremast Columbari an 

powers of Europe . They have a p i eeon service i n full swing at the 

pr~sent day . T eir most i mportant strater,! cal lines being those 
f r o 

across the 0trai ts of Gi braltar ➔@ San ~'e r nando and Malaga t o 

Ceuta and Mel illa (Afr i ca ) and thos e connect i ng the Balearic Islands 

wi th Valenc i a . These are fixed regular se r vi ·--:es . ,)pain has also 

p i geon lofts a t various coas t guar d stations for communication be­

tween the different posts and be ·ween the shore and naval cruisers 

and revenue vessels , ··1hich in t i me of poace are used to prevent smug­

gl i ng . 

Portugal has a lso a re e;nlar me s senger Pi eeon service but Mo::,tly 

for stri c tly military purposes . 

Austri a and Russ i a have both e.•1:1Mi ¼ PY. extensive mi l i tar and 

naval pigeon se rvices and Donma.rk has of late made great p ogrBss 

i n perfecting her lines of communication by pi geon post . 

Belgium -0spec i al l y has brouc;h t pi ceon fly i ng to the highest 

state of perfection and in that country i t hJ·. become the favorite 

national sport . The present type of the •pigeon Voyageur " may be 

traced t o t hat country , wheren by careful and judi ci ous crossing and 

by the strict application of the survi val of the f i ttest , an almost 

perfect type of "Homer " has been produced . 

I t would be n wise and economi cal policy of the government woul d 

secure through some rel i able agent some of the best Belgi 

Homi ng p i geons fo r the Naval breed i ng loft , uhich should be lo cated 
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at some central point, at Annapolis for instance, where birds could 

be raised from approved strains and shipped to t he other stations. 

England is t he only European po er tb:at has no regular Pigeon 

service . However the Admiralty has been experimenting ot late 1th 

pigeons belonging to variou lofts which are indirectly under t he 

control of the N val authorities . That on Whale Island, Portsmouth, 

is first in importance and contain.s about 300 birds . Pigeons from 

t his loft are no regularly liberated from English men- of- war from 

all parts of the English Channel as far as Ushant . Devenport has 

also a messenger pigeon loft and the system 1s being extended to 

Sheerness and Queenstown and it will soon be poss i ble to rece i ve 

intelligence from hips at sea anywhere bet een off Harwich on the 

east and Queenstown in the south of Ireland . Last year about 100 

English pigeons were sent to the West Indies and libera t ed from t he 

Cruiser "Blake" on hr return trip to England at regular intervals 

as to time and place of liberat i on announcing her return to t he home 

station . Thus for example, a ve s sel returning to port for repairs, 

coaling, docking, etc . , if announced a day or even a few ho urs 

beforehand by pigeon post, would enable t he dock yard authorities 

to make t he necessary preparations proportionately sooner, thus 

making a cons i derable saving on time and money and t he pigeon service 

would pay for itself in time of peace. The Dominion of Canada, 

which has a very complete system of communications by pigeon post 

leading from her sea ports to t he interior, possesses a naval loft of 

great strategical importance at Halifax , ensuring communications 
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with Sable Island {a distance of about 150 miles) rith a view to sig­

nal shipwrecks in the vicinity of t hat island and t o receive rapid 

communications from vessels cruising between these stations. 

The following is taken from an English newspaper recently re­

ceived: (W.M.Ne s 16 /6 96.) Pigeon Training tor the Navy. 

"For the p st to years a considerable amount of money, time 
t< 

and pati nee has bee n expended at t he Royal Naval Barracks, jfeyha m, 

in the training of pigeons with a vie'1 to their being used for the 

conveyance of despatches. Up to the present, the Admiralty have 

failed to recogniz e the pigeon depot, and t he expense of building and 

furn ishing t he lofts has been met by the contributions of t he offi~ 

cers of t he establishment. From inquiries hich the Admiralty have 

been recently making, however, it 1s regarded as certain t hat the 

training of pigeons at Devonport will be taken over officially by 

the Admiralty . Por many reasons this would be a most desirable step, 

as besides relie-ving the present voluntary contributors of their ex­

pense in maintainin~ the lofts in a state of efficiency, it will 

ensure greater fac ili t ies for the training of the birds. Under t he 

present arrangements those i nte r ested i n the care and training of 

the birds are dependent e n tirely upon the willingness of the officers 

of the i nstructional torpedo boats to take the birds fo r exercise, 

and, as these vessels rarely go far from Plymouth , there is little 

chance f or the birds havi ng anything but a very limi ted area for 

practice. It is now proposed to appropriate a torpedo boa, or de­

stroyer for t he purpos e of training t he birds, and with this 



objoc~ i n vie~ satisfactory results are assured . At 

the Keysham Barracks , there are two lofts, one for birds under 

training, ancl the other for breeding purposes . At the pre sent t i me 

there are 60 birds 1n the training loft and 8 pairs of bre eoer~ 

i th 12 youngsters in the brecdine loft . The Jevonport birds have 

been trained to cove r · the 5round west of Plymouth and the greates t 

distan~e of bi rds released of the Wolf Rock was about 75 mile s 

from l and ". 

In readi nCT these lines one &s forcibly reminded of the efforts 

made i n this country ,1th a vi ew t o establish this 3ervice, ·,rhich 

R.S orr.;anizec at the Naval A ademy about 6 years ago and at N0'7por t , 

by the late Li e 1tenant F . w. Nichols . I n 1891 about 20 birds be­

longing o the s i enal corps Stations at Key .Ves t , which ha d been dis­

contin ed on account of the tra sfe r of the eather Bur au to 

the Depnrtment of Agriculture , were sent to the Naval Academy f or 

xper i mental p rposes with a view to demonstrat e their usof11lnes s 

for t c Navy. T ey were domes t i ca ted i n the to er over ~ 1c Bo=1.t 

House , rherc a model loft was fitted up mostly by priva te enter­

prise . During these years t he work was carried on without any regu­

lar appropr i ati on for its ma i ntenance and each year d·r i ne t he s -

mer cruise of t he Naval Cadets succe ssful experi ents . ere r .a d , 

~1ich fully demonstrated the value of homing p i eeons for naval 

purposes as shown by the reports made to the Superi ntendents of the 

val Acar1 cmy by Lieut . ii . s . Bernrnn , I,icut . .K.Hill , Commander 

C. ~.Chester , Lieut . A. LKnight , and Li eut . E : ~.Eberle .-# 

#Lieutenant Eberle ;vh0 Vc'.S to ncl i ver cl. lee t re at the Tar 

College on tho stratoe;ical i mportance of a Naval Hossonger Pie;eon 
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Servi ce, i llustra ted by most carefully prepared char ts , was unfor 

t unatel y unable t o do so on account of his be i ng ordered to the 

Pac ific Coast . 

I n this connection I beg leave to quote an extract f rom a 

le tter ac'ldre s sed t o myself by Ger.e r a l Greely , Chi ef Sie;nal Officer 

of the Army . Speaking of Key West pi geons, he says : 

"These p i geons we re or i e; nally r e ceive d as dona t ions from o·'.'lners 

of tho l ofts i n the U. S . whose bi rds had made the best f l i eh ts . They 

were sent to Key West Barracks , whe re a loft w s established . •rom 

th i s stock H young birds were br ed whi ch , at first , we r e trained 

f or nhort distances and gradually extended until fl i c;hts had been . 

made from Havana to Key West . I t seems , however , that you have been 

mores ccessf 11 i' rom the fact that bi rds fl'Mff1t# under your trai n­

i ng and l i berated at sea a t a distance of 102 M~ off Cape Henry 

returned t o Annapol i s {total distance about 2;)0 mi les) . I t is t here­

f ,, re to be regretted ttlat f or lack of f unds , the mai n tenance of 

tho Station at the Naval Acaa:emy has bc 8n discontinued as well as 

the i. uture establ i shment of lofts at the most suitable naval stations 

on the Atlant ic, Gul f and Pacific Coasts . • 

Si nce t hen, through personal effo r ts aided by ~r t icles period­

i c~.lly published i n the Proc eedings of the U . S .Nu val Institute , t o 

whi ch belones the credi t of having lcept this work before , the Navy 

t his service was offi c i all y recognized this year by the Honorable 

Secretary of the Navy and lofts or erod to be established a t several 
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of the pri nc1 al Nuvy Yards by the Bureau of Equipment at Bo s ton, 

Ne ·.rport , Ne w York, Norfolk, Key • est and 1are I sland . 
I 

No breJding or experiment r1.l station has yet been designa ted 

b t it is he ped that one --.1111 be establi5lied, as th s scr ice \'/ ld 

bo i ncomplete 7j_thout it, its ma i n object bc i nc; th~ creation 

and breeding of a strain or type of "Na al " pir·eon capable of per­

forming fast and cont inuous long distance flights over water . 

ith that add ition and as itable appropriation by Cong oss 

for it s s pport , this nc ·r service , unrier i ntell i gent su crvision, 

is dest i ned t o render valuable assistance to the systems of Naval 

signals •1 nd coast defense as advocated respectfully by Lieutenant 

Commander R. ainwright and Lieutenant Aiblack i n their admir2ble 

a rt ic les i n the Proceedings of the Naval I r.stit1te , and to become 

one of he bes t of its kind i n : 1e world , and we will then be able 

to sny as did tlie rromoters of the ox:pcr i rnent of the " ? 11.n01 b i a " 

• re have eot the pi geons , we have ~ot the s t ations , wo have got the 

ships and "fe have e;o t the ::.oa ." 




