
, 
, I 

I 

G0VE:RH0R' S AD2:>RZSS 
" .. C.,... _. ~ T --.. T- ,.....,. --.. ,.. 

_..,w.L.l~~ v . ..1.... _,,,1_., i.. 

~:I LI '.:' - ~ . rr G"2"..2.: 
_uur~alJ G~, l lo 

. v .~ fitting that this day should be thus 
celebrated in Cuf.m. '.lashin g ton rms not only tho 
Father of his Country and its first :President , but 
he ·was also a great General . Lone better than he 
realized that we shoul d be at all times pre ; ared to 
uphold by force the position we had assumed and 
inte nded to maintain in the family of nations . 
l~ations to be great must be stronc. .treparedness was 
ur ~-'ed by him on all occasions. So it is fi t tin e that 
'.,ashing ton ' s Birthday shou l d be Li l i tary IJay. 

L year or more ago the inhabitants of Gu.am in 
general meetin gs throughout the I s land petitioned the 
Governor to establish univ ersa l military training . 
They vJished this done for the benefit of their young 
men, as it would make them more active and alert and 
phys icall y fit ; but they also wanted it for the defense 
of th eir I sland , and they added that if the United 
States required it they would be vlil li n6 to l eave the ir 
I sland and go anywhere their services v1ere needed . 

In response to these petitions universal mili tary 
training was inaugu.i·ated, the first possession of th e 
United States where this was done , and in fact the 
onl y one up to t he present t i me. It begin s with the 
school boys , whose dril l you will see in a few minutes • 
.i1.l so the Guam I.iili t ia was estab lis he d, active and reserve . 
The active militia serves from 16 to 23 , th e reserv e 
from 23 to 40 . There is no reserve as ye t, but th e a cti ve 
militia already numbers about 1000 . 

The nat ional government will supply arms and 
ammunition for target practice , tr members of the mil itia 
and the Island Government supp lyin g the rest . 

The mili t ia regiment has just pas sed in revi ew vlith 
its own band, now parading for the first time , and its 
own Island flag , carried in company with the .American fl ag . 
These 1000 khaki-clad so l diers represent about 7 per cent 
of the native population. The same percentage in the 
United States would mean 7 , 000 , 000 men under arms . I can 
only add t hat the result of the year ' s work is remarkab le, 
and that the patr io t is m and enthusiasm of these young men 
promise much for the Isl and and the count r y. 
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But this is not al l of I.:ili tary Day now so 
happily inaugurated. The procession that hes just 
passed, compris ing the whole military of the Isla nd , 
.American and native, with three bands, the sc hool 
children, the wonderful floats, the El ks Lodge , the 
clubs, and civil or ga.nization .s , makes up a sight tha t 
has never been seen before in Guam • .And there is 
more yet, for the booths are now open , wher e everything 
is to be obtained, and there are to be exhibition 
drills, and competitions, and baseball, and special 
motion pictures, and dancing . 

All the conce ss ions are for the benefit of the 
Red Cross . Guam has done most creditable work for the 
Red Cross in t he pa st year. It has increased its 
membership 600 per cent and has cont ributed so far about 
~3 , 100 to the war fund. When we reflect that there are 
only 600 or 700 Americans on the Island an d the rest of 
the populat i on are nativ es who know onl y what they have 
heard about America and the Red Cross and the war , the 
result se ems all the more pr a is eworthy • . 

.Another feature will be the subscription booth 
for the next Liberty Loan, which I am sure will be 
numerously patronized . (The final returns for the day 
showed $1 , 500 for the Red Cross and $50 , 000 subscribed 
for the Liberty Loan .) 

And now a word to those of you who have come from 
other par ts of the Island , mostly by tug , it has been 
quite an undertaking , but when the r oad system is 
finished it will be easy enough . There is almost no 
communicati on now with the souther n part of the Isla nd , 
except by \vater. This should have been chang ed lon g ago . 
If you wil l pitch in and build these roads yourselves , 
you can come to Agans. whenever you li ke, and what is of 
more importance , you can get your produce to market . So 
the roads will mean much to the Island . And now fall 
to and hav e a good time, and profit by your i ntercourse 
with eac h other , and take note of what you can do in the 
future to make Ei li tary Day one of the gre at days i n Gu.am. 


