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r; "The ~ .1.t.'.1.:~pos!.t!9n Is as fol
lon·s: 

"The German forces at present 
extend from north of the neighborhood 
of Basie, through Liege, to a point in 
Belgium to the east of Antwerp and 
near the Dutch i'rontler. Outstanding 
features of the operations up to the 
present have been the delay caused 
to the contemplated German offen
~lve across the Meuse by the defense 
of Liege, where the forts are still ln
toct. It has permitted the orderly 
mobilization and concentration of the 
French army and the British expedi
tionary force. German troops have 
now crossed the :,,,reuse both hbove and 
below Liege and are gaining some 
ground slowly westward, but their ad
nnce ca, airy has been continually 
checked by the Belgians. 

f " In the south, where the German 
• armies are apparently on the defen
sive, the French are advancing on a 
long line into Alsace and Lorraine, a 
great extent of which' they now oc
cupy after driving back in aeveral I~ 
engagementa the troopa opposed to 
thein.'' 
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RUSSIAN PORTS SHELLED. 

German Fleet aid to Have Bom
barded Kronstadt, Viborg and Reval. 

Special Cable to THE NEW YORK TIMES. 
LONDON, Aug. 20.-Nothlng of Im

portance had been heard of the oper
ations or the German fleet In the 
Baltic since the beginning of the war 
and the reported occupation of the 
Aland Islands by the Germans. 

An English engineer who has just 
arrived back from St. Petersburg, and 
who Is a competent authority on 
naval and military matters, reports 
that when he left the Russian capital 
seven days after the declaration of 
war ships of the German squadron 
were bombarding Kronstadt, Viborg 
and Reva!. 

This Is very Important Information, 
because Kronstadt Is the famous 
fortress and naval base at the ap
proach to St. Petersburg. Reva! is 
the great naval base at the entrance 
to the Gulf of Finland, and a place 
where large sums or money have 
been expended In forming docks and 
providing for all the requirements of 
an important naval establlshment, 
while Viborg Is a considerable port 
In Finland, not far from the Russian 
frontier and St. Petersburg. 

I~ 

l 'apt. l harles l\Iourraml or the .!'ranee, 
v.-h!ch brought 643 first, :184 second, and 
447 third clas.s passengers from Havre, 
ga,e some Interesting details of the 
English troops' landing In France: 

"On Aug 14 tho de.;· we left Havre," 
■aid he, " at 4 o'clock 85,000 British 
11oldle,s landed there troll} twenty trans
ports wt th their artlllery, stores, and 
ammunition without any ml.sha.p. It 
was alt done so quietly that no one In 
Havre ex.:ept the military officials and 
the naval commandant of the port knew 
that the English were coming. 

Landing of th-, Britl■h. 

"Just after daylight the transports 
ent!'red the harbor In single file and 
were warped through the dock gates 
to the various basins where they were 
to land. Each vessel had a big number 
painted on tho hull amidllhlps and had 
Its part!rulo.r quay marked on the plan 
made by the commandant. The officers 
and soldiers wer all dressed In khaki 
uniforms and carried their kits in 
marehlng o der, and were a fine look
ln/i lot of m.-n. 

' Tho people of H1wre gave them a 
heart~ '\\elcome as they marchAd through 
the streets with the bands playing the 
" Iarse!llalse-," and English, Scotch, 
and Irliah music." 

Capt. Jllourrand added that he did not 
know where the troops wont when they 
left Havre as all movements of the 
FrPncll Army and the a!lles were kept 
s(cr t. 

The France was stopped at the mouth 
of the ('hannel by French torpedo boat~ 
and spoke from l~ngl!sh warships on 
the '\\ay across the Atlantic, The IA.st 
one vns sighted at noon yesterday ea,;t 
of Fire Island, and asked the !•'ranee 
to hoist her colors and Official number, 
which was complied with, an(! then the 
warship replied with answirlng pen
nan · , "All right." 






