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( 1 )  John G .  Roenigk , born in But l e r , Pennsylvania at 

home Apr i l  1 ,  1 9 1 2 . 

No re l at ives nor f r iends in the Navy . The Navy wa s 

sel dom heard o f  in inl and Pennsylvani a in those days . 

Attended Butler High Schoo l , graduated with the mid-year 

c l a s s  in January 1 9 3 0 , with highest scho l astic average o f  any 

boy . 

( 2 )  I t  wa s depr e s s ion days . With the highe s t  grade in 

chemi s try in the c l as s , I was of fered a j ob a s  chemi st with 

nearby Pennsylvania Oi l Co . ( Pennz oi l )  on graduation . 

However ,  I wanted a career , more s o  than j us t  a job . There 

were several But ler H i gh School graduates who had earl ier 

entered the Naval Academy and returned to But ler annua l ly on 

vacat ion . They were very popul a r  and the town wa s proud o f  

them . I had indicated my determination to f o l l ow that s ame 

path , a l though I had not the s l i ghtest i dea what the Navy was 

about . Immed iately , the town ' s  top l awyer , medi cal doctor , 

and po l i t i c i an j umped in to s upport me a s  a native son . 

The lawye r's son had attended Annapol i s  a f ew years 

earl ier . He advi sed me on many i s s ue s , without my a s king . 

Congre s sman J .  Howard Swi ck was re spon s i b l e  f or 

appointments .  My three local mentors reque sted Swick to 



appo int me to the Naval Academy , but he had a l ready 

des ignated a principa l and six a l ternate appo intees for the 

coming year , s o  he s ai d .  He f ina l l y  agreed , howeve r , to add 

me to the l i s t ,  in case others f e l l  by the ways i de , which was 

not uncommon . 

Prel iminary phy s ical exams were required to sati s f y  the 

Congre s sman , howeve r , civi l ian doctors were not adept at 

interpreting navy medi c a l  requirements .  The local doctor 

took me into the hospital and , under ethe r ,  removed my 

tons i l s  to be on the s a f e  s i de . It wa sn ' t  nece s s ary . 

The l ocal l awyer told me to get down to Wertz  Academy 

Prep School in Annapo l i s , immediately a fter high s chool 

graduat ion , to cram for the entrance examinati ons s cheduled 

for two months l ater . He knew the rope s  and made a l l  

arrangements ,  a s  he had done f o r  h i s  son sever a l  years 

earlier . 

The final  entrance menta l  exams were held i n  the 

Annapol i s  Town Hal l Auditor i um in Apr i l , 1 9 3 0 ,  as s cheduled 

and we re a success for me . Several o f  the other appointees 

dropped out o f  the race premature l y .  I wa s concerned about 

a lgebra and geometry ; however , I wa s prepared to admit , in 

case I h ad f a i led the exams , that the reason wa s because I 

had s pent an inordinate amount o f  t ime in the local pool ha l l  

learning the game o f  poo l , which n o  " good " boy wa s a l l owed to 
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engage in , in a sma l l  rel igious town in Pennsylvani a . 

Having pas sed the menta l s , I returned home , bri e f l y ,  to 

l earn o f  my s ucce s s  in pa s s ing the exams and ordered to 

report to the Nava l Academy in May for a phys i c a l  exam and , 

i f  f ound sati s f a ctory , admi s s ion to the Nava l Academy 

immed i ate l y . I was s ub s equentl y  sworn in on May 3 0 , 1 9 3 0 . 

( 3 )  The Academy curr i cu l um start ed out with heavy 

emphas i s  on math , engineering , e l ectric ity , phys ics , 

chemi stry , hi story , seamanshi p ,  Engl i s h ,  and a f oreign 

l anguage . S ince I knew no foreign l anguage , other than my 

s ix years o f  Latin , I opted for a new c l a s s  i n  Ita l i an ,  which 

was just being inaugurated that year at the Academy . 

Athletics cons umed the hours 4 - 6  p . m .  every a fternoon . 

Study hour in our two-man rooms l asted f rom a fter dinner in 

the evening unt i l  taps at 10 p . m .  

Seamanship , navigation , a s tronomy , l eadership we re given 

incre a s ed emphas i s  in the curr i cu l um dur ing the l a tter years 

at the Academy . Al l s tudents marched to c l a s s  in sections . 

Al l courses were mandatory for every mi dshipman . There 

were no options . The re were no l e cture s ,  pe r se . Qui z ze s  

were held i n  the c l a s s room every day , and marks a s s i gned for 

each da i l y  l e s s on .  
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There was no social  l i fe to any extent . Mi dshipmen were 

not permitted to drink beer or hard l i quor , nor be caught 

s itting in an automob i l e . Such behavior could result in 

di smi s s a l  from Annapol i s .  Fi r s t  year men ,  Plebes , were 

permitted to leave the Academy grounds and v i s it Annapo l i s  

town Saturday a fternoon , provided a l l  marks for the prev ious 

week were pas s ing . Uppe r c l a s smen were pe rmitted out Saturday 

and Sunday a f ternoon s . The two movie theaters in town were 

u s ua l ly the mos t  popul a r  spots . Wandering beyond the town 

l imit s  o f  Annapol i s  wa s taboo . 

A Chr i s tma s leave period o f  1 0  days wa s deni ed anyone 

with a f a i l i ng grade in any subj ect . Special c l a s s e s  were 

held for these persons during that t ime period . 

H a z ing was unbearabl e . Wel l -known , but a lmos t  never 

ment ioned . 

1 9 3 1 summer crui se ( YOUNGSTER ) ,  wa s to Scotl and , Spa in , 

and Made i ra . Enroute , USS WYOMING had to stop and pick up 

tow l ine f r om ex-USS NAUTILUS ( S i r  Hubert Wi lkins , 

commanding ) enroute to the North Pol e . The o l d  NAUTILUS 

never made her final  de s tination to the Pol e . 

Mi dshipmen were rotated every t wo weeks among various 

departments on board ship to learn the d i f ferent ski l l s . 
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1 9 3 2  s ummer cru i s e  ( SECOND CLAS S ) wa s d i s pens ed with for 

Se cond Clas smen to tra in and i ndoc trinate the new incoming 

c l a s s , experience in amphibian aviation , submarine operating , 

and sma l l  cra f t  dri l l s  and operat ions . 

1 9 3 3  Budget retrenchment cru i s e  up east coast o f  the 

U . S . A . to Newport , Rhode I s l and ; Gloucester , Ma s sachusett s ;  

etc . 

September wa s a l ways " l eave month " to return home and 

" s how of f "  the uni form . Very , very f ew mi dshipmen owned 

c ivi l i an clothes or c ared to don them , when uni forms were so 

very popu l ar in those days . Thi s  attitude continued up to 

and through WWI I .  Nowadays , I s e l dom see a blue and gold 

uni form. We need a good , tough confrontation to get the 

country back on tack , a s  I knew i t  i n  my earl ier days . 

( 4 )  I theoretica l l y  graduated the f i r s t  week o f  June 

1 9 3 4  - always known in those days as " June Week '' . Actual l y  

May 3 0 , 1 9  3 4 . 

My f i rst crui se a s  a commi s s ioned o f f i cer o f  1 9 3 4  aboard 

the USS RANGER ( CV 4 ) , the f irst U . S . a i rcraft carrier , bui l t 

f rom the keel up a s  an a i rcra ft carrier . We v i s ited Rio de 

Janeiro , Br a z i l ; Montevideo , Uruguay ; and Buenos Aire s , 

Argent ina ; on shakedown crui se . Captain ( l ater Admi ra l ) 

Arthur L .  Bristol was command i ng o f f icer . Th i s  wa s the f irst 
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Ame r i can ship to vi s it South America in 2 0  years . 

The captain , A . L .  Bri stol , had served a s  naval attache 

to Bra z i l  in the 1 9 2 0 s .  We were treated roya l ly in a l l  

port s . 

In that day ,  very f ew navy men had " crossed the l ine " 

( equator ) .  The ship ' s  company thereby genera l l y  became the 

f i rst new " She l l backs " ,  pr ior to WWI I .  The ceremonies 

attend ing those e quator-cro s s ing occas ions were mos t  

auspicious a n d  mora le bu i lding throughout WWI I , particularly 

in the Paci f i c . 

( 5 )  A co ld we ather crui se to Alaska ( De cember 1 9 3 4  

March 1 9 3 5 ) was principa l l y  to test the feasabi l i ty of 

a ircraft operat ions in f r i gid temperature s .  We learned to 

re spect the weather , as navy men have ever res pected, (rather 

than f eared ) the sea for centuries . None of these l e s s on s  

seem to have carried over to those indivi dua l s  accountabl e  

f or the l aunching and l o s s  of  CHALLENGER two years a g o  i n  sub 

z ero temperature s .  There was nothing wrong with the " O "  

Rings , in my opinion . I pers ona l l y  feared that l aunch , which 

I felt no experienced naval o f f i cer wou l d  have approved o f , 

under s uch f r igid l aunching cond i t i on s , with i c i c l e s  hangi ng 

down the s ides o f  the veh i c l e . 
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( 6 )  In 1 9 3 6 , Lynde D .  McCormick , my CO in USS NECHES 

( AO 9 ) , wa s one of the a cknowl edged up- and- coming commanders 

in the U . S .  navy : c lean-cut , highly inte l l i gent , an 

exce l l ent ship handler . Our three mos t  s enior ships o f f icers 

on board ( l i eutenants) had a l ready been passed over for 

promot i on - the executive o f f icer , navigator , and chi e f  

eng ineer . There were only three other o f f icers , i nc l ud ing 

mys e l f  and one other ens ign . The three o f  u s  s tood a l l  the 

deck watche s in add i t ion to other dutie s ,  mine being 

Commun i cations Of f icer , Shi p ' s  Store O f f icer and Div i s i on 

O f f i cer in charge o f  the a fter ha l f  of  the ship . 

Commander McCormick was soft-spoke n ,  always we l l-dre s s ed 

in blue and gol d , or white s ,  setting an example f or everyone 

to f o l l ow .  He never criti c i zed , nor s poke i n  a harsh voice . 

NECHES was one o f  two f l eet tanke r s , engaged in pedd l ing 

fuel and lube o i l  from Long Beach , Ca l i fo rni a ,  to Hawa i i  and 

Panama . 

During Fleet Problem XVI i n  early 1 9 3 7  in the Pac i f i c , 

NECHES was ordered to Tiger I sl and ,  northwes t  of Midway , to 

act as a s imulated sea plane base . Ju st prior to arr iva l , 

we lost one of our two prope l lers . We were under radio 

s i l ence , but required to report such a serious mi shap . I 

qui ckly had to search the secret pub l i cat ions to f ind a code 

wh ich was not u sed commonl y  in the Fl eet to a s s ure that no 
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one but the h igh command wou l d  be appr i sed o f  our casualty . 

The Capta in wa s no more knowl edgeable than I in th i s  

instance , however .  

Brownie point s . 

I t  worked out n i ce l y ,  and I earned a few 

We suf fered s everely f rom the mosquitoes in Hawa i i , 

parti cularly stand ing deck watch , whi l e  pumping o i l  throughout 

the ni ght . Thi s  was before the invent ion o f  DDT , and be fore 

Hawa i i  became a touri s t  attraction a fter the war .  

At Tiger I s l and we sent a party a s ho re to capture huge 

turt l e s , which were served to the crew as de l i c ious steaks . 

Pineapples  and avocados were plent i fu l  at l ittle cost i n  

Hawa i i ,  but the crew could not stand the bl and t a s t e  o f  the 

l atter , to wh ich they were unaccustomed . In Panama , the 

papaya, in plentiful supply, and cheap, did not appeal to the 

s a i lors ' appetites . 

Captain McCormi ck had a pertinent pet-remark on proper 

occas ion : " We can't a l l  wea r  white col l ar s " .  I hearti l y  

agreed with him .  

( 7 )  Language training in Japan f ir s t  attracted my 

attention whi l e  s t i l l  attached to RANGER , my f i r s t  a s s i gnment 

f o l l owing graduation . I had qua l i f i ed in each department on 

board and had been de s i gnated top wa tch o f f i cer underway , a s  

wel l  a s  i n  port . I had attended seve ral gunnery s choo l s  and 
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wa s a di rector operator , as we l l  a s  a qual i f i ed range f i nder 

operator . I coul d  s e e  no future in the Navy for any further 

train ing as a l ine o f f icer . I f e l t  that I a l ready knew it 

a l l  and wou l d  merely ma rk time , a s  s o  many othe rs were doing , 

and growing dul l . 

I studied the BuPers Manual and l earned , that f oreign 

l anguage was provided in Rus s i a , Ch ina , and Japan . I ruled 

out Rus s ia and China , becaus e  they seemed too backward a t  the 

t ime , to be of any concern to the U . S . A . The ide a  o f  Japan , 

a forward-moving country , fascinated me . No one in the Navy 

s eemed to know much a bout Japan . I f  I could learn about 

Japan and the l anguage , e s pec i a l l y ,  I could be of great 

servi ce . 

I wa9 nearly reach ing the end of the two-year ban on new 

graduates of USNA marrying . However , l anguage ins tructi on 

abroad requi red f ive years of  sea expe rience , plus another 

three years as a student , a l l  whi l e  sti l l  a bache l or . Thi s  

seemed a lmos t  too prohibitive . I immediately app l i ed for 

Japane se instruct ion , without wai t ing for the full f ive years 

sea experience a s  a commi s s ioned o f f icer . 

The request went o f f  from the RANGER , approved .  ( The 

Captain had a l ready been informed that hal f  h i s  En s igns would 

be rea s s igned to other ve s s e l s  a fter two years . )  ONI wa s 

del ighted , but i ndicated that the annua l quota o f  one was 
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probably f i l l ed for 1 9 3 6 , but that I wou l d  be seriously 

cons i dered for Japan in 19 3 7 . On board NECHES , I aga i n  

s ubmitted my reque st , b u t  n o  commanding o f f i cer in those days 

wou l d  approve a reque s t  for trans f er of any o f f i cer , unle s s  

gros s l y  incompetent t o  begin with . I corres ponded privately 

with an acqua intance in ONI to inform them , that I wa s s t i l l  

seriously interested . Duty on board an a uxi l i ary s h i p  s uch 

a s  NECHES , was norma l ly one year durat ion . ONI mu st have 

prompted BuPers to i s s ue pending trans fer adv i sement for 

j unior o f f i cers about to complete their one year o f  required 

duty on board an auxi l ia ry ve s s e l . I again approached 

Captain McCormick with my request for Japan duty . Th i s  t ime , 

the Capt a in , f u l l y  aware o f  my pendi ng trans f e r , 

congratul ated my dec i s ion and provided a g l owing approva l in 

his concurring endo rsement . 

My tran s f er date to four piper de stroyers came through 

and I proceeded to USS TRUXTUN ( DD 2 2 9 ) , h aving heard not a 

word otherwi se . I gave up a l l  further thought o f  s tudying in 

Japan . ( The Japane se quota wa s only one o f f i cer each year . ) 

About a month a fter I had settled down to rout ine duty 

op board TRUXTUN , in the middle of the night , I received 

d i s patch orders to proceed immedi ate l y  via f i r s t  ava i lable 

commercial transportation to Japan and report f or l anguage 

instruct ion . Thi s  wa s a hard b l ow for TRUXTUN to be s uddenly 

deprived o f  an exper ienced gunnery , communication s , and deck 
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of f i cer without s ight rel i e f . 

A shipping strike wa s on at the t ime ; however , I d i d  

manage to board the SS PRE S IDENT HOOVER , bound for Japan , in 

August 19 3 7 . Thi s was the HOOVER ' S  ma iden voyage . On her 

return trip ( to the U . S . A . ) she s truck an underwater , 

uncharted reef o f f  Ea stern Japan and sank . 

Exper iences in pre -WWI I  Japan cannot be j ustly de s cr ibed 

i n  l e s s  than book form . Japan was an undevel oped country . 

Their exports were cheap paper products and were very cheap . 

However ,  there were many l ong- l i f e , durabl e ,  manufactures 

which never reached the Ame r i can market ,  but were eagerly 

bought up by individual s  l iving in the Or ient . 

The average bu s ine s s  man or diplomat and h i s  f ami ly o f  

every nat iona l ity , habitua l ly criti c i z e d  the " backwa rdne s s '' 

and '' odd i dea s " of  the Or ienta l s , without understanding the i r  

culture , n o r  attempting t o  exchange ideas , because of the 

l anguage barri er . The American Amb a s s ador Jos eph Grew 

proudl y  boasted of h i s  refusal to l e arn a wo rd of Japane se . 

H i s  wi f e  s pent the a fternoon playing Ameri can bridge with 

diplomat wive s ,  a s  did mos t  f o re i gn busines smen ' s  wives . 

Evening dinner parti e s  were u s ua l l y  f o l l owed by mi xed couples  

bridge . 

1 1  



I coul d  not f u l l y  understand this  universal  foreign 

anti pathy toward th� Japane se , however , being young at the 

t ime , a l ot of the foreign attitude did eventual ly rub o f f  on 

me . 

Living in Japan was primitive . Be fore the S i no-Japane s e  

War o f  the m i d  1 9 3 0 s ,  the Tokyo P l anning Board h a d  contra cted 

f or a s ix- stage sewage system for the capital city , the f i rst 

o f  its kind for any Japane se metropol i s . The f i r s t  stage was 

compl eted , but the other f ive stages could not be compl eted 

due to budget l imitations dur ing wartime . " Nagai Compound " 

i n  Tokyo wa s an enclo sure o f  a doz en We stern- style hous e s  

bui l t  a n d  t i ed into thi s  new sewer , which provided the 

earl iest of We s tern- style hous ing with f l ush toi l ets , hot and 

cold running wate r , and central heating . The s e  hous e s  were 

built  for and ma intained by the f oreign bus i ne s ses for thei r  

local repres entative s . 

Language o f f icers gene ra l l y  l ived in native style 

hous e s , particularly s ince it wa s e conomi c a l l y  feasible on 

l i eutenant ( j . g . ) pay . The usual procedure wa s to locate a 

ma id/housekeeper ,  who had a house whi ch she per s ona l ly rented 

f rom a l andlord . She wou l d  buy the food and pay a l l  

ut i l it i e s  a s  wel l , f o r  a total cost t o  the s tudent o f  about 

$ 3 5  per month , at an exchange rate of 3 . 2  yen/U . S .  dol l a r . 

Yen could be bought on the b l ack market at a much better 

rate , and s ince Japan did not enter into any international 
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monetary agreements ,  we could legal l y  ( by U . S .  Law ) buy s uch 

black market yen so l ong as we were not apprehended by the 

Japanese authorities . 

Japane se hou s e s  were bui l t  o f  thin wooden board s , 

s l iding wooden storm windows mounted out s i de o f  r i ce paper 

windows , to keep out the wor s t  winter dra fts and s now . One 

cold water tap was located in the ki tchen . Water had to be 

heated over a s ing le ga s j et s tove for morning s having . 

There were no ins i de toi let f a c i l ities . The only faci l ity 

was a one- seater outhouse , attached to a far  corner o f  the 

hou s e . Thi s  wa s emptied every night by the " night - s oi l "  man , 

who wou l d  haul i t  away on a hand cart to the r i ce paddie 

f ields , ad j acent to Tokyo . Both s ides o f  Tokyo s treets were 

d itches , containing running water , where the loca l s  

habitua l l y  r e l i eved thems elve s  i n  publ i c .  

Norma l l y , there wa s a wooden portabl e bathtub , three 

feet l ower than the re s t  of the house and heated underneath 

with kind l ing wood and charcoal .  The housekeeper wou l d  

prepare thi s  bath every Saturday evening . One wa shed down 

thoroughl y  before entering the hot tub to soak in hot water . 

P ubl i c  baths were l ocated in every c ity bl ock . Mixed bathing 

was the custom . Japanese attended the publ i c  baths every 

evening , for a very sma l l  fee . The se we re u s ua l l y  on the 

ground l eve l , where pas s er s by could l ook in to examine the 

cl ientel e ,  before de ciding to ente r  and part i c i pate . I tried 
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many o f  them throughout Japan for exper ience . 

There was no centra l  heating . Mos t  s tudents had a 

rentan ( charcoa l ) stove i n  their s tudy , where they s pent mos t  

o f  the day . One block o f  charcoal wou l d  l a s t  the entire day 

at 2 0  cent s a bl ock . Should the rentan s tove run out o f  heat 

toward the end o f  the day , we had kerosene heaters f or 

emergency . The housekeeper had only a sma l l  charcoal bra z ier 

in her room , inadequate , except to warm the hands . These 

conditions cont inued through 1 9 4 0 , when I compl eted the 

course of study and departed f rom Japan . 

We dres s ed in heavy underwear and a heavy Japane se 

tai lored suit ( imitat ion We stern- styl e ) but cost only $1 0 per 

s ui t .  Over a l l  thi s ,  we wore a heavy Japane s e  " down " kimono , 

made by hand by Japanese housekeepers a s  a g i ft to the ma s ter 

at no co s t . From time to t ime , it wa s nece s s ary to warm 

one ' s  f ingers over the rentan charcoal s tove . 

F l oors were covered with thi ck Japane se s traw mat s  

( tatami ) .  No shoes were a l l owed ins ide the house but were 

stowed at the entrance way . One could use We stern-s ty l e  rugs 

on the f loors , whi ch were made of bare wood , as wa s the 

s tructure and s iding of the house . Room separators were 

s l i d ing paper doors , unpa inted . Roo f i ng wa s clay t i l e . 

Japane se umbrel l a s  were the best i n  the worl d ;  extra 
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l arge s i ze and made o f  bamboo r i b s , covered with she l l acked 

pape r , wh ich l asted for several decades without a s ign o f  

dete r ioration . 

The cook/housekeeper prepared Ameri can s tyle f ood . F i s h  

and chi cken were plent i ful . Kobe beef was ava i l able 

reasonably for foreigners , a lthough Japanese thems e lve s ate 

nothing but sea food . 

Apples , per s immons and pears were imported f rom Kyu s hu , 

Formo s a , in season . 

Eggs , ham , and toast were becoming popul a r  among the 

Japane se in the 1 9 3 0 1 s . The restaurant owners went so f a r  as 

to develop a new character for " ham and eggs " ,  by combining 

the i r  a l phabet ical diphthongs to produce a new compos ite 

characte r . S ince WWI I ,  many f ore i gn words have been 

i ntroduced and adapted i nto the Japane se s y l l abary f orm . 

Language instruction was entirely on our own . We had 

abso l utely no other dut i e s . Our only v i s i t  to the embas sy 

month ly , was to col lect our pay , or pick up international 

ma i l . We were given an exhaustive examinat ion every s i x  

months b y  the head Japane se instructor and the a s s i s tant U . S .  

naval attache ( Lt .  Edwin T .  Layton , l ater Rear Admi ral)  and a 

report o f  our progres s  transmitted to Wa shington . 
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The head instructor was a pro fe s sor , Nao Naganuma , who 

mai nta ined a group of tra ined a s s i stant instructors , should 

a student de s ire s uch . The u s ua l  procedure wa s to take on 

three ins tructors for a f u l l  hour each , da i l y ,  s ix days a 

week . The head ins tructor wou l d  check up weekly on each 

student , or more o ften if s o  requested . We were a s s i gned to 

learn about 1 0 0  characters a month , both to read ( up to 1 8  

d i f f erent re adings , depending upon u s age ) and t o  wr ite . 

Naganuma provided character cards , textbooks , etc . , a s  we l l  

a s  e conomi c and h i story books , and dict i onaries f o r  u s , a s  

reque s ted . For th i s , he was paid $ 4 2 /month per s tudent f or 

instruct ion , i nc l ud ing pay he pas s ed on to the a s s i s tant 

instructors . 

On our own , we could hire a c o l l ege s tudent to come in 

to he l p  us s impl y  to converse in Japane se . None o f  the 

i nstructors were permitted to even admit they knew a word o f  

Engl i s h ,  whi ch was a n  excel lent i de a , even though w e  students 

knew f u l l  we l l  that a l l  Japanese l earned Eng l i s h in s chool 

from chi l dhood . 

The great ma j o r ity of us rented s ummer " s hacks " , up i n  

the mountains in Karu i zawa , north o f  Tokyo . The instructors 

a lways fol l owed u s  to Karui z awa , to continue teaching and to 

avoi d the Tokyo s umme r s u l try heat . 
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Dur ing my l a s t  year and a hal f ,  Naganuma l ocated a 

retired Imper i a l  Navy Captain , Nomura , to teach me Navy 

nautical  terms and despatch l anguage . Like a good navy man 

f rom any country , he wa s wel l  aware of h i s  s enior ity we l l  

a bove me , and demanded complete reverence and re s pect , which 

I heartily approved of . I wa s s oon to l earn that the 

Japane se Navy operated very much the s ame , as we did and that 

the i r  operations and communi cation procedures were s imi l ar to 

our s , which I attributed to the i r  be ing a l l ie s  in the Pac i f i c  

i n  WWI . I could not h ave operated s o  e f f i ciently in WWII , 

had I not had th i s  earl ier exposure to Captain Nomura . 

( De s patch writing i s  an entirely d i f ferent l anguage , whether 

Japane se or Eng l i s h ,  but the b a s i c  format is the s ame . ) 

Medical services we re rare in the Orient in the 1 9 3 0 s . 

Most Japanes e  s u f f ered s evere colds a l l  winter long . Duri ng 

my thi rd winter in Tokyo , I contracted pneumonia and no 

doctor was able to d i agnose i t . For more than a week , I 

could not l i e  down without coughing my head o f f . I could 

only do z e  of f f inal l y ,  by s itt ing up . A friend l ocated an 

M . D .  graduate f rom the Univer s ity o f  Pennsylvania Medical 

Schoo l , and brought him over to see me . The doctor woul d  not 

a l l ow me to move , but ordered an ambul ance to take me to the 

only Tokyo ho spital immed iate l y . He admin i s tered s omething 

that caused me to per spire pro fusel y .  Nur s e s  hovered 

constant l y ,  changing my bed c l othes at least hourly . By 

morning , I was feel ing considerably better , and s lept 
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throughout the day and f o l l owing night . The third day , 

x-rays were taken , which s howed that one lung had coll apsed . 

I f e l t  so good that I wanted to be rel e a s ed , however , the 

doctor s a id I mus t  s tay and recuperate for two weeks .  I 

need ed to return to my study . Al one in my room ,  I got up and 

found my c lothe s ,  dres s ed and j umped out the window , whi ch 

was on the ground f l oo r , and es caped to wal k  home which wa s 

about ten blocks away . It a l l  worked out mos t  s a t i s factor i l y  

and there were n o  repe rcus s ions . ( Returni ng to the U . S . A . at 

the end of 1 9 4 0 , an annual phys ical exam showed no i l l  

e f f ects t o  the l ung . ) 

I then pas sed my f i ft h  s ix-month exam i n  Japanese with 

f lying co lors . I now b ranched out further into the language 

study . I was beyond the Japane s e  c o l l ege student level o f  

l earning , a l though I didn ' t  know a l l  thei r  s l ang l anguage , 

which I didn ' t  con s i de r  entirely wo rthwh i l e . The average 

Japane s e  common person , particul a r l y  the women , couldn ' t  read 

the da i l y  newspaper . I n  the evenings , my ma id wou l d  come up 

to my s tudy , and a s k  me to please read the newspaper to he r .  

She knew the words , wh ich were used in conversation dai ly , 

but didn ' t  recogni ze the characters i n  print . Nor could she 

read the personal letters f rom her f athe r , who used the o l d  

" curs i v e "  s t y l e  o f  wri ting , which I w a s  s pec i a l i z ing on 

l e arning dur ing my f inal year . Thi s  i s  unbe l ievabl e  i n  the 

We stern wor l d , but it is a fact . The hous ekeeper thought 

that I was doing her a great service , but I pro f ited a l s o  by 
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le arning her " kit chen t a l k "  s imul taneous ly . 

The Japanese common man was ever pro-American , friendly 

and h i ghly s o l i citou s . Above al l ,  the Japane se were hone s t , 

no thievery whatsoever at any time . They wanted to be 

accepted by Ame ri cans , even after the Na z i s  moved in 

pol i t i c a l l y  a fter 1 9 3 8 .  I never f e l t  uneasy wa l king down a 

dark a l ley i n  Tokyo l ate at night . ( Not s o , i n  Chi cago or 

the U . S . we st coa s t . )  The Japanes e  Navy personnel were 

l ikewi se pro-U . S .  Navy , right up unt i l  WWI I .  The Imperi a l  

Japane se Army wa s a n  ent irely d i f ferent breed . They had been 

f ight ing the Chinese s ince 1 9 3 4  and had become unbearable . 

The U . S .  Government gave them negative encouragement . The 

Japane se Army took over the Po l it i ca l  government at home 

( aga inst the Navy wi shes ) .  The d i e  was cas t ! No one in 

Ame r i ca could , or wou l d  understand . 

Fol l owing each s i x-month examinat ion , we were advi sed , 

a ct ua l l y  ordered , to get out o f  town and travel t o  wherever 

we l i ked for a week . I v i s ited inl and Japan , northward to 

the i s l and of Hokka ido ( where I learned to relish dried sea 

weed ) ,  and s outhward to Kyoto and Kyus hu . 

There were no tour i s t  bureaus or agenc i e s . One mere ly 

went to the train s tation and bought a ticket . Travel wa s 

very , very cheap . ( Le s s  than a dol l ar U . S .  to any 

destination ) .  However ,  the coaches became f i l thy a fter an 
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hour travel with banana and o range peel s ,  a pp l e  cores and 

l unch boxes a l l  over the f l oo r .  Throughout my tour , I was 

c l o s e ly f o l l owed night and day whi l e  trave l ing . 

Once a year , I trave led to China . My f i rs t  year I took 

the tra in north through Korea , a cros s Manchu r i a  to Peking . 

The occupying Japanes e  were fr iend l y  once they reali zed that 

I s poke the i r  l anguage . The Koreans , who feigned not to know 

a wor d  of Japanes e  ( or Eng l i sh ) ,  we re not so f r iend l y .  The 

native Mongol i ans were even l e s s  friend l y . They hated any 

f oreigne r , part icularly thei r  occupying force s . Upon a r r ival 

i n  Peking , I was wel comed by the Amer i can Emb a s sy who saw 

very few American v i s itor s , and cheerf u l l y  provided quarters 

in the Emb a s s y  compound . Ame ri can bus ines smen a l s o  s o l i c ited 

v i s itors , es corted me and entertained me lavishly . 

The surpr i s ing th ing was , that even the occupying 

Ja panes e  Army type s treat ed me a s  one o f  themse lve s ,  once I 

s poke to them in harsh mil itary terms . My b l ond , foreign 

" devi l "  appearance didn ' t  matter .  I wa s cons idered f riendly 

because I s poke their l ingo . The s ame occurred in South 

China where the Japanese Army force s we re i n  greater numbers . 

I had heard the Amer i can reports of  f oreign women being 

stripped and embarras s ed in Shangha i , where I had personal 

acce s s  to the s ame areas without a que s tion , once I s poke to 

the guards in the i r  own l anguage . 
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Dur ing my se cond year , I trave l led to Southern Chi na via 

Japane se government ship from Shimonoseki to Shangha i , two 

and a h a l f  days at $4 . 5 0 .  On the return trip , I bought my 

t i cket in Shangha i  at one h a l f  that price . Thi s  included a 

s ingle room and Ameri can mea l s , inc l ud ing baggage handl ing , 

whi ch wa s s i gni f i cant , with no tips accepted . 

I s pent my days wal king l e i s ure ly throughout the town s , 

s ince there were no e s corted tours , such a s  we have today . 

In South Ch ina I a l so vi s ited a l l  the night - l i fe spots , 

inc l uding many opium dens , whi ch were unique to me , and open 

to the publ i c .  Thi s  l atter wa s a real eye opener , which I 

studied thoroughly to understand bette r . The exper ience i s  

worthy o f  a book . I neve r s aw a s ingle foreigner i n  any of 

the se opium den s , howeve r , I f e l t  per fectly at ease for 

obvious reason s  o f  my exper ience to date . The Chinese were 

j us t  a s  f riend l y  a s  Japane se t oward Ameri cans . 

However , my impr e s s ions of  the Chi nese were ent i r e l y  

d i f ferent v i s -a-vi s the Japane s e . The se hadn ' t  changed i n  

ha l f  a century . The Chinese were inherently l az y .  They 

woul d  work to earn a p ittance , then take time o f f  to s pend 

i t .  Only when they become hungry again , wou l d  they cons ider 

going back to work . The Japane s e  took great p r ide i n  

anyth ing they did w i t h  the i r  hands . Earning money wa s 

ent i rely se condary . 
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Chinese wi l l  l ie ,  steal - howeve r ,  they a re not k i l l ers 

a s  the Fi l ippino s . Japanese a re hone s t , pol ite , s incere , and 

want to ma intain fr iendship for l i fe .  Nei ther a re they a s  

r e l i g ious a s  Amer i cans a n d  Europeans . They revere 

( " wor ship " ) the i r  forebears ( ancestors ) ,  whi ch I consider 

more practica l ,  if not taken to the extreme . Ame r i cans would 

do we l l  to delve into As ian , Middle Eas tern and Af r i can 

culture , be fore they pro f e s s  to be wel l  educated ! 

The mi l i tary quota for l anguage instruction wa s one Navy 

and one Army o f f icer each year , to study in Japan . The 

Marine Corps s ent one o f f icer every three years . The St ate 

Depa rtment ordered one o f f i cer each year , a l so . A month 

a ft e r  I a rrived in Japan , October 1 9 3 7 , the U . S .  Navy sent 

another c l a s smate of mine . The f o l l owing year , 1 9 3 8 , Navy 

upped the quota to f our o f f icer s , because tens ions between 

Japan and U . S . A . were i ncrea s ing . The next year , 1 9 3 9 , 

another four Navy o f f i cers were ordered to Japan , to l earn 

the l anguage . The se l atter were the l a s t  s tudents to a rrive 

be fore WWI I ,  and could not complete the course before being 

evacuated in 1 9 4 1 . 

The two of us , who arr ived in 1 9 3 7 , comp leted the cour s e  

in l ate 1 9 4 0  and were the l a s t  to f u l l y  comp lete training . 

Al l other s tudents we re withdrawn in 1 9 4 1 . Not a s ingle 

o f f icer has trained i n  Japan s ince . 
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Be fore l e aving the sub j e ct o f  Japan itsel f ,  l s hould 

ment i on ,  that Navy l anguage o f f i ce r s  actua l l y  l ived the l i fe 

of  a Japane s e ,  s poke usua l ly only Japane s e ,  day and night , 

and gener a l l y  wor e  Japanese kimono and wooden clogs on the 

street . Usua l l y ,  we trave l led i n  pa irs  for companionshi p ,  

but not nece s s a r i l y  a lways . 

With a war on i n  Ch ina , we experienced a peaceful  

popul ace going about the i r  da i l y  chore s in 1 9 3 7 , to a tense 

and worried env i ronment , beginning in 1 9 3 9 . Long parades o f  

individua l s  carrying one- foot s quare boxe s  o f  a s h e s  o f  

soldiers  ki l led i n  China , were a weekly occurrence . Progress 

o f  the war and marti a l  mus i c  b l ared over the radio all  day 

l ong . Fire brigades o f  women began ho lding dr i l l s  throughout 

Tokyo , with buckets of water pa s s ing by hand . Large d itche s 

were dug through Tokyo to provide f i re breaks . One s ummer in 

Karui zawa , there was an a ctual f i re on the ma i n  s t reet in 

town . The re wa s only a volunteer f i re depa rtment with a hand 

pumping cart . Language of f i cer s , i nc l uding mys e l f ,  jo ined 

the native s i n  taking turns on the pumping apparatus , drawing 

water from the s ide of the s treet ditch , whi ch wa s f a i r l y  

i ne f fect ive , a s  numerous bu i ldings burned t o  t h e  ground . 

Imports f rom abroad became curtai led , then cut o f f  

completely b y  1 9 3 9 , due t o  a short age of fore i gn exchange . 
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Dai ly parades throughout Tokyo were mandated f rom 4 to 5 

p . m .  Al l s chool and col l ege students were required to 

attend , thereby boosting morale for the f ighting forces in 

Chi na . A c l a s smate and I j o i ned s ever a l  parades and marched 

a long with Japanese col lege student s , attempting to j o i n  in 

the i r  national pep songs . We were accepted a s  be ing on a par 

with them , no inqui s itive que s tions be ing a s ked . 

The stapl e ,  r i c e , began to be imported f rom Southea s t  

As i a ,  s ince a l l  homegrown r i c e  was shipped t o  the troops i n  

China . Thi s  re s u l ted i n  much di s s ens ion at home . Whi skey no 

l onger was imported . Suntory Co . then developed a native 

dr ink whi ch wa s l abeled "Wh i s ke y " , but wa s unpa l atable to a 

f oreigner . Today , th i s  Suntory Co . ha s d i s t i l leries  i n  the 

U . S .  produc ing expens ive l i quor s , whi ch are equa l ly as 

tasteles s ,  as the i r  original bl end of s o-ca l led whi s key . 

Cof fee d i s appeared f rom the marketplace . A new local  company 

produced a Japane se cof fee , wh ich wa s r eported to be made of 

ground , dried banana pee l s . The taste wa s more l i ke 

o l d- f ashioned f l oo r  s crub water . Imported sugar , c igarettes , 

cosmet i c s , soap , shaving cream ,  and toothpaste , a l l  

d i s appeared from store shelve s . 

Those were days be fore Embas sy stores had come into 

being . Embas s y  o f f i c i a l s  could import these nece s s it i e s  

di rect f rom abroad . However ,  language o f f i cers attached to 

the Emba s sy ,  were not a ccorded d i p l omat i c  pri v i l e ge s . We , 
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l anguage of f i ce r s , were on our own , and moreover adv i s ed by 

our Amba s s ador that i f  we were ever a pprehended by the 

Japane se pol i ce , we wou l d  not expect to receive any help f rom 

the Emba s s y . " Appea sement of the Japane s e "  at any cost , wa s 

the guiding principle of Amba s s ador Joseph Grew , who never 

could under stand the Japane s e , nor h i s  respon s ibi l ity for 

protection of Amer i can citi zens . 

By 1 9 4 0 , o f f i ci a l ly , the Japane se had become a r rogant 

toward American , Austra l i an ,  Canadi a n ,  Briti s h ,  French , 

Indian and Dutch nationa l s . The i r  greatest f r iends became 

the Germans and Ita l i an s , f o l l owing s i gning o f  the Tripartite 

agreement . The great ma j or i ty o f  the o lder Japane s e  

cont inued to admi re Amer i cans secretly o n  a personal bas i s.  

We , f oreigners , were advi sed by the Japanese Government 

( actua l l y  control l ed by the Army by now ) via  our Emba s s ie s , 

to avo i d  having any contact with other Japane se ( even meeting 

and tal king together on the s treet ) ,  and not to v i s i t  Japanes e  

e s tab l i shment s , restaurants , etc . The se were o rder s , and the 

U . S . A . did noth ing about i t . 

Ear l y  i n  1 9 4 0 , Japanese Amba s sador Sa ito in Wa shington 

d ied . Pre s i dent Roosevelt di s patched crui ser USS ASTORIA 

( Ca pt a in Richmond Kel l y  Turner commanding ; l ater , as Admira l , 

wa s amphibious commander o f  renown , in WWI I . )  to Yokohama 

with the remains o f  the deceased Amba s s ador . A whol e  week o f  

festivities ensued throughout Tokyo . A s ong w a s  composed 
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honoring the return of ex-admiral , Amb a s s ador Saito , and 

phonograph records we re cut and d i stributed f ree to 

Amer i cans . Al l Ame r i cans were enterta ined l avi shly 

throughout the week . The Emperor o f  Japan opened up h i s  

ent ire Palace grounds for special event s ,  and pa s s ed out 

s ouvenir china drinking cups with the Imper i a l  Cre s t  ( s acred ) 

to a l l  Ame r i can s . Every s treetcar in Tokyo carr i ed the 

Ame r i can f l ag , f l own from the f ront of the car . Thi s  was the 

f i r s t  eve r ,  and l a s t , s uch a d i s play of f riends hip took 

place . ASTORI A departed a ft e r  one week , and we returned to 

norma l , i . e . American f l ags were replaced , and German f l ags 

reappeared a l ong with the Na z i  pep ral l i e s . 

A 2 5 -year old daughter o f  an American , having l ived in 

Japan for several generation s , was l e aving the Embas sy on 

foot one a fterno o n .  A Japane se youth o f  s l i ght l y  younger 

age , approached her and spit direct ly into her f ace . She 

rus hed back into the Embas sy for protecti on . Not a thing was 

done a bout i t .  Thi s  Jackie Re i f snide r  has been l iving i n  

Oh io s ince 1 9 4 1 . 

In 1 9 4 0 , U . S .  des troyers f rom China were sent to 

Yokohama per i od i ca l l y ,  for recreation for up to four days . 

The l anguage o f f i cers would f lock to meet the s h i p s  on 

arriva l , and go aboard for a longed-for shower bath on boar d . 

The s h ip ' s  o f f i cers were pleased to see u s  and to renew 

acqua intanceship s . We could go to the ship ' s  store , and 
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purchase a cake o f  soap , Amer ican s having cream ,  and a tube 

of toothpaste . Ci garettes and l i quor were banned f r om being 

l anded . Of  cour s e , no spirits  were on board U . S .  Navy ships 

at any time . We did tape a carton o f  our f avorite c igarettes 

to one l eg bef ore depart ing . We j u s t  had to take a chance 

f or obtaining thi s  " nece s s ity of l i fe " . We knew that we were 

unl i kely to be bod i l y  searched , and even though we were 

apprehended , we could talk our way out of i t , by s peaking up 

to the Japane se pol i ce in the i r  own l anguage , harshly . We 

were never apprehended , however , the taped leg became 

annoysome on the train ride to Tokyo . 

On any train in Japan , curtains were pul l ed in any coach 

where f oreigner s  were riding , wheneve r  we pas s ed a mi l itary 

inst a l l at ion , navy yard , etc . The l atter had 2 0 - foot high 

bamboo s creens surround ing the bui ld ing ways , s o  that nothing 

could po s s ibly be seen by a pas serby . Once the local papers 

made ment ion o f  the Imperial Fl eet coming to Yokohama for 

rest and recreati on . An Amer i can Embas sy o f f i c i a l  a s ked me 

to accompany him to Yokohama , to observe and to he l p  h im read 

the names o f  the ships on s a i l or s ' hat bands . ( I  wa s we l l  

trained and cou l d  read thei r  ship names a t  a g l ance . )  The 

Yokohama docks were crowded with native Japane se , wa iting for 

their l oved one s to come ashore f rom the f l eet ships . 

Instead , the f l eet cont inued north , we l l  o f f sho re to the far 

reaches of  Tokyo Bay .  S a i l ors were a l l owed ashore in the 

farm country for recreation , out o f  contact with civi l i ans . 
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Thi s  was 1 9 4 0 , more than a year bef ore Pearl Harbor . A few 

s a i lors were s potted in Tokyo , h oweve r , they were now wearing 

p l a in hat bands , with no indication o f  thei r a s s igned ship or 

organizat i on . 

Calcu l ating my personal knowl edge o f  Japane se by a ctual 

count of word card s , made up of d i f f erent arrangement of the 

character s ,  I had the use o f  more than 3 0 , 0 0 0  Japane se words 

and expre s s ions , whi ch I s tored in a s pec i a l l y  cons tructed 

card case , cont a ining s ome thirty drawer s .  It wa s nece s s ary 

to r eview a l l  these cards period i c a l l y  to ma i nta i n  one ' s  

abi l ity in the l anguage . I usua l l y  f l i pped through one 

drawer of cards each night before going to bed , when I wa s 

too t ired for conver sation or practice writing of the 

l anguage any l onger f or that day . 

I t  had l ong been the practice in the U . S .  Navy that 

o f f icers completing the three year l anguage cour s e , were 

awarded a month leave to return to the U . S . A . via  Southeast 

As i a , acro s s  S i am and Ind i a , to Engl and , where they could 

board a s h i p  bound for Ameri c a . For the f i rst t ime , in 1 9 4 0  

when I graduated , BuPe rs deci ded , that the urgent need for 

a l l  o f f i cers in the Navy requi red that I return via the f i rst 

ava i l ab l e  commercial  ship surf ace transportation , direct to 

the U . S . A . I s a i l e d  in September 1 9 4 0  on board the S . S .  

PEARSE , which was loaded with Ame r i can women and children , 

being evacuated f rom Japan and China . For the previous two 
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years in Japan , we had been req u i red by the Emba s sy to keep a 

s u i tcase packed with our uni forms and s ervi ce sword , ready to 

evacuate on a moment 1 s  noti ce , to board ships , which wou l d  

take u s  to o u r  de stination s , where needed . On my arrival in 

San Franc i sco , ant i - Ja panes e  ten s i ons/feel ings among 

Ame r i cans were running h i gh . Cus toms o f f ic i a l s  greeted u s  

w i t h  open a rms . They d i dn 1 t  care to in spect our baggage . 

They merely wanted to greet u s , and wel come u s  back home . 

I bought a secondhand Chevrolet coupe , and pi led my 

c l othing and uni f o rms into the trunk , and started o f f  acro s s  

the continent t o  Was hington . A s  I cros s ed the Ca l i fornia 

border and headed e a s tward , I wa s s topped by a troop of state 

pol i ce with shotguns at the ready , and ordered out of the 

car . I wa s required to answer i nnumerable que stions and to 

turn over al l content s in my pocket s ,  wh i l e  other s began to 

remove a l l  baggage f rom my car . I could only surmi se they 

were l ooking for a k i l le r/bandi t ,  or po s s ibly a s py ,  and were 

sure they had the per fect culprit in hand . They be l i eved not 

a s ingle word of my explanat i on .  I must admi t , that my 

spoken Engl i sh had deteriorated dur ing three years o f  purely 

Japane se tra ining . After about twenty minute s o f  examinati on 

o f  my baggage , they went into conf e rence among themselves , 

and be came convinced that everything I s aid wa s the t ruth . 

Thei r  attitude switched 1 8 0  degrees and a pol ogi zed for the i r  

mis take . They then wanted to be f riendly and a sked me to 

tel l them , please , a l l  about my exper iences in the Or ient . 
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Thi s ,  I wa s happy to do , and pleased to f ind Americans 

interested . Before they patted me on the back and sent me on 

my way with a s surances that I wou l d  not be stopped again for 

questioning a long the way , I a sked who wa s t h i s  gangster they 

were l ooking for when they stopped me ? They could not te l l  

me , except that they h ad received a tip and that I had 

matched the des c r i pt i on of the person and veh i c l e  perfectl y .  

I continued on to Wa shington , D . C .  without a h itch , or even a 

f l at tire . 

I reported in at ONI in October 1 9 4 0 . The purpose o f  

thi s  was to be come acquai nted with a l l  the per s onnel i n  ONI 

and to see the i r  operations , s ince I could , s ome day in the 

f uture , be ordered to j o i n  them in some capac i ty . I received 

no forma l  debr i e f ing , inasmuch as I had had no i nte l l igence 

dut i e s , but merely a student exper ience . My t ime s pent in 

ON I was no more than about a week . In the meantime , BuPers 

was working on p l a c ing me in a b i l let at s ea , where needed 

and where I could accumu l ate exper ience with the f l eet , whi ch 

was mandatory for my next promotion to that o f  Lieutenant . 

BuPers s cheduled me for gunnery o f f icer o f  USS ED I SON ( DD 

4 3 9 ) bui l ding in Kearny , N . J .  Howeve r , my o f f i ci a l  order s  

were not i s sued unt i l  several weeks l ater . 

Whi l e  s t i l l  attached to ONI , I wa s sent across  the river 

to the Nava l Gun Factory whi ch wa s at that time b u i l ding the 

new 5 i n . / 3 8  cal iber gun mount s ,  earmarked for insta l l at ion 
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on board ED I SON . I thereby learned the make-up of the gun and 

contro l s  before reporting on board . 

Upon arrival a t  the Kearny shipyard , ED I SON was sti l l  in 

the bui l d ing ways . Onl y  a few o f  the ships ' o f f icers had 

arrived . Soon , some of the petty o f f icers arrived , and 

the crew itsel f came by train from Newport , Rhode I s l and , 

after a few weeks of  ba s i c  training there . I t  turned out 

that the ma j ority of thes e  recruits were Brooklyn , New York , 

lads in the i r  early teens who had never been to sea . 

S ince the se recru its requi red intens ive training and 

a s s ignment to s tation s  and duties be fore l aunching day , I 

was concerned over the t ime factor . None o f  the o f f icers had 

had exper ience in organi z i ng a crew f or a new shi p .  Wi th 

what experience I had obs erved in the RANGER in 1 9 3 4 , I 

a pproached the Captain ( Li eutenant Commander A . L .  Murdaugh ) 

and vo l unteered . He gladly accepted my sugge s t ion and s o  

designated me . He a l l owed me pe rmi s s ion to dr ive over to the 

Brooklyn Navy Yard , and v i s i t  other recently commi s s ioned 

destroyers there to l earn the i r  s h i pboard organi z a t i ons and 

a s s i gnment of dut i e s . From here on , my task was greatly 

s impl i f ied . Wi thin no t ime , I was able to a s s ign sea deta i l s  

o f  enl i sted men , work ing with the Chi e f  Eng ineer i n  a s s i gning 

watche s i n  the engine ering s pace s . Divis ion o f f icers could 

now train thei r  own s h i p ' s  company to f ind their way about 

the ship , and to man the i r  a s s i gned stations at sea as we l l  a s  
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for emergency evo l ut i ons . 

I could next turn my attent i on to a s s igning stations for 

batt l e  engagement s ,  under the various conditions o f  war f are . 

Being the gunnery of f i c e r , my pr ime duty wa s " f i ghting the 

ship " , i . e . us ing gunf ire , f ir ing torpedoes , dropping depth 

charges , a l l  s imul taneous l y  a s  nece s s ary . Working closely 

with the ch i e f  enginee r ,  who wa s senior to me , even though I 

was in charge of thi s  organi z ation plan , I wa s able to obtain 

every engineer ing man who was not nece s s a r i l y  required in the 

propu l s ion organi z a t i on for a parti c u l ar evo l ut i on . The se I 

a s s i gned to var ious gunnery stations where needed under 

various conditions of warf are . The Captain was plea sed and 

everyone e l s e  seemed s a t i s f i ed and cooperative . We were o f f  

t o  a good start . 

Thoma s Edi son ' s  widow ( their s on was Governor o f  New 

Jersey at the t ime ) arrived on the appoi nted day in December 

1 9 4 0 , and chri s tened the ship named for her dece a s ed husband 

with a bottle of champagne i n  the build ing dock at Kea rny , 

New Je rsey . EDI S ON s l i pped down the ways ma j e s t i ca l ly ,  and 

we t i ed up at an ad j acent dock . Shortly therea fter , we moved 

to the Brookl yn Navy Yard to complete '' f i tt ing out " and f inal 

" commi s s ioning " in the presence o f  dignitar i e s . We now f l ew 

the U . S .  Col ors o f  a f u l l y  commi s s ioned U . S .  ship . From here 

on , i t  wa s a rush and the ful l respon s i b i l ity of the ship ' s  

o f f i cers and men to comp l ete deta i l s  o f  workmanship and 
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constant dri l l  and training o f  the crew in various 

evol ut ions . 

We remained on s chedu le and proceeded to Guantanamo Bay , 

Cuba for " shakedown " training . Howeve r , our f inal two 5 - i nch 

gun mounts had not yet been de l ivered from the Gun Factory in 

Was h i ngton for mounting on board . One f inal hitch before 

departing Brooklyn was , that we had not rece ived our 

a l l owance o f  pyrotechnic mate r i a l , wh ich is required to be on 

board prior to departure f or sea . There had been no barge 

del i very f rom the munition s  depot i n  upper New York , al though 

our gun munitions had arrived on t ime f r om another depot 

out s i de the state . It wa s i l legal to ship any type o f  

muniti ons acro s s  New York City f o r  " s a fety " rea s ons , b y  City 

l aw .  I s ol ved the problem i l lega l ly by driving t o  the 

pyrotechnic depot in my secondhand car , o btained our 

a l l owance wh ich I l oaded in the trunk , and drove carefu l ly 

across  New York Ci ty to the Brook lyn Navy Yard , where I 

unloaded them onto the ship under cover o f  darkne s s .  No one 

e l s e  was aware , other than my Captain , and New Yorker s  we re 

none the worse of f .  I knew that the operation would be 

perfectly s a f e , unl e s s  I were to be hit head-on by an expre s s  

tra i n . City tra f f i c  was quite l i ght i n  those days , and I 

knew the s hort cuts quite thoroughly . Ei ther way , we wou l d  

have t o  break civi l l aw or e l s e  Navy l aw .  Be s i de s , i n  an 

emergency at sea , we could h ave endangered the l ive s o f  the 

c rew without the pyrotechnics  on board . The dec i s ion to be 
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made wa s readi l y  apparent in my own mind . 

We returned f rom Guantanamo training i n  the i r  warm 

c l imate to the Brookl yn Navy Yard t o  have our rema i ni ng two 

ma in battery mounts insta l led ; then ordered to Argent i a , 

Newfound l and , reporting to the Commander ,  North Atl antic 

De stroyer Force ( Vi c e  Admiral A . L .  Bri sto l , my former skipper 

in RANGER , 1 9 3 4 - 3 6 ) .  

I n  the North Atl ant i c , we we re engaged in e s cort duties 

and ant i - submarine patro l s .  Amer i can s h i ps were not very 

adept at ant i - submarine warf are . We rea l l y  had no equ i pment 

to s ea rch for and destroy enemy subma r i ne s . Anti - submarine 

war f a r e  wa s conducted by intui t i on and sort o f  rule o f  thumb . 

Moreove r ,  we could never know the depth o f  the s ubmarine , 

wi thout which knowl edge we cou ld not control the dept h  

sett ing to use on a depth charge , to make a ki l l . The Bri t i s h  

sent several o f f i cers with one o f  their ASDICs to train 

des troyer crews . A Boston bui ld ing l o ft had been converted to 

train in its u s e , but we st i l l  had no equipment or anything 

s imi l a r  on our ships . We mer e l y  hoped that the tra ining 

wou l d  help us mental l y  v i sual ize exactly where to drop depth 

charge s ,  but without knowing at what depth to set the 

charge s , i t  was as hope l e s s  as p l aying roulette . 

We were s uddenl y  ordered to Bermuda at ful l power to 

e s co rt Wi nston Church i l l  on board HMS KING GEORGE V ,  ( known 
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a s  KG FIVE ) to Engl and . We arrived at 1 0  p . m .  o f f  Bermuda 

and were advi s ed to s tand by for orders at 7 : 0 0 the f o l l owing 

morning . The hours dragged on throughout the day , but no 

f urther orde r s . ( Si r  Winston earl ier had been attending the 

Dumba rton Oaks Con f erence and had been smuggled out . ) The 

operat i on was held under t i ght security . After " standing by 

for orders " a l l  day , we we re released f rom duty by the 

Brit i s h ,  and informed that S i r  Wi nston had l anded s a f e l y  in 

Eng l and by amphi bious a i rcraft from Bermuda . It was 

cons i dered too dangerous for him to proceed the rest of the 

j ourney by shi p ,  if at a l l  po s s ib l e  by other mean s . 

KG F IVE was a newly commi s s i oned shi p ,  a s  was EDISON . 

( She was the pr ide o f  the Royal Navy, and wa s s unk o f f  

S i ngapore by the Japanes e ,  early i n  1 9 4 2 . ) She a sked u s  i f  

we could stay with her for another day , s o  s he could conduct 

l ive f iring practice runs against u s , f i ring ahead , beyond , 

and a stern . ( Wa s hington had consented ; howeve r , we in ED I SON 

j oki ngly doubted that s he wou l d  mi s s  hitting us directly by 

chance . ) We we re not hit . 

None of u s  eve r saw or met Church i l l . 

We had been on permanent North At l anti c  Convoy Es cort 

duty , when Pearl Harbor was attacked . 
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L i f e  at sea , particularly i n  a destroyer , wa s d i f f icult . 

Afte r  our f i r s t  month o f  training f ol l owing commi s s ioning , 

our inexperienced crew o f  mos t l y  boi sterous , young Brooklyn 

teenager s  became r e l atively e f f i c ient and loyal throughout . 

Convoy duty i n  the North At l ant i c  was genera l ly extreme ly 

rough and cold . I f  the seas were not very rough f rom being 

ki cked up by strong winds , we were sur rounded by pea soup 

fog . We preferred rough seas , s i nce that made it more 

d i f f icult for the German s ubmarines to make h i gh s peed runs 

to close  on us for attack . We ma inta ined two vomit i ng 

buckets on the bridge , one for o f f icers to s tarboard , and the 

other for l e s s e r  ratings to port . However , the se were used 

i nd i s c r iminatel y  by both rank and rate , depend ing upon the 

s peed required to reach one or the other , when vomiting wa s 

suddenly cal led for . Everyone had to keep the i r  i ntake o f  

food down to e a s e  the constant vomi ting in heavy rol l i ng and 

pitching seas . It was nece s s ary to hold on to stantions and 

r a i l ings constantly . Even s o ,  b ru i s e s  over the body were 

f requent . 

Our routine was to j o i n  up with a fu l l y  l aden convoy o f  

about 4 8  merchantmen formed o f  s i x  rows o f  shi p s , ei ght ships 

per column with three e s cort s , con s i sting of two Ame rican 

de s troyers , and one Canadian or U . S .  Coa st Gua rd f ri gate . 

One e s cort , carrying the Convoy Commodore , ( u su a l l y  EDI SON ) 

wa s stationed ahead , out in f ront patro l l i ng the width of the 

format ion . Another escort ve s se l  took up on either bow of 
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the formation , patrol l ing out and in . Under comp l etely 

darkened ship condition s , i t  was not unusual  to lose s i ght of 

the convoy completely at night and have to search f rant i ca l ly 

at dayl ight . Radar had not yet been insta l l ed on board U . S .  

Navy e s corts , a l though a f ew German subs had an early model .  

Not even a l i ghted c i garette could be permitted on deck , for 

i t  could be s een e a s i l y  a hundred yards away . Speed o f  the 

zi gzagging convoy was l imited by the s l owest merchantman to 

about s even knot s , requiring several weeks to cro s s  the 

Atl ant i c .  We would drop mo st ships o f f  the Bri t i s h  I s l e s , 

where they wou l d  be met by Briti s h  war ships which es corted 

them into Br i t i s h  port s . The rema i nder would conti nue on to 

I c e l and with u s . 

We were a l l owed four to f ive hours to refuel f rom a 

tanker in Hval f j ordur Harbor , Iceland , be f ore proceeding to 

e s cort another empty convoy back to U . S . A . Foreign warships 

we re not wel come in Reyk j av i k , the capita l , s o  a s  not to 

" contaminate " the town , or expos e  the i r  maidens to s a i lors . 

I did v i s i t  the town once where , in company with a h a l f  dozen 

s h i p ' s  o f f icers , we wa l ked through the town for exercise  on 

sol id ground . Suddenly f rom behind , unknown to any o f  u s , a 

midd le- aged woman approached , and cracked an empty wine 

bott le over a head of our Exe cutive Of f ic e r , causing a 

three-inch ga sh on h i s  s ca l p . The Executive recuperated 

s at i s f a ctor i l y  on board the ship a fter several days , without 

bene f i t  of the s ervi ces of a doctor . 
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On a norma l trip , we would u s ua l l y  l o se several merchant 

ships to enemy submarine torpedoe s dur i ng the night . We 

could l o s e  a s  many a s  a dozen ships of  the convoy on a s ingle 

trip by torpedoing . The s ubs wou l d  start the i r  attack 

norma l l y  by 1 1 : 0 0 at night . We , there fore , made i t  routine 

to go to general qua rter s  by 1 0 : 4 0 every night , and stand by 

with a l l  weapons at the ready . Wi thout rada r ,  i t  wa s a lmos t  

i mpo s s ible to spot a dark obj ect o n  the b l ack ocean . 

As we approached the U . S .  and the port of Boston on our 

f i rs t  return voyage , the Convoy Commodore came up to the 

br idge a fter s upper at twi l ight . I was o f f i cer o f  the deck 

at the time . We had been in dens e  fog for f ive days without 

vi sual navigation . ( Ne ither Loran nor other e l ectron i c  

nav i gat ional equipment h a d  been invented a t  thi s  early date . ) 

We had to re ly s o l e l y  on '' dead reckoning" navi gation . The 

Commodore raced back and forth across  the bridge , s ticking 

his head over the s ide a s  far a s  pos s ible to l i sten . 

Suddenly he ordered a reve r s a l  o f  cour s e , s imul taneo u s l y ,  by 

each and every s hi p .  H e  had s ensed breakers , and f rom h i s  

s uper ior experience he reali z ed that the ent i re convoy wa s 

l i ab l e  to ground i f  we conti nued we s tward any l onger . ( The 

Commodore wa s a retired Navy Commander f rom the Depre s s ion 

days who had been pa s s ed over for promotion , but reca l l ed to 

active duty in 1 9 4 0 , and given his old rank o f  commande r . ) The 

maneuver was executed without a h itch , and we headed back 
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eastward for more than a hal f hour before turning south . The 

Commodore had been in thi s  particular area be fore and 

e s timated that the Gu l f  Stream had pushed us much further to 

the north , than the navi gator had a l l owed for in h i s  dead 

reckoning e s t imate . None o f  the o f f icer s on board could hear 

the s l ight s ound , or sense the breakers that start l ed the 

Commodore ; however , a l l  o f  us l earned a cruc i a l  l e s son which 

we never forgot . 

On each return to U . S . A . , we were a s s igned to the Bo ston 

Navy Yard for three days of " voyage repa i r s " .  Thi s  entai led 

insta l l at ion o f  new bulwarks on the deck edge s , which had 

been knocked over by he avy seas , and crack s , which may have 

o pened up in the hu l l  and s tove in gun mounts ,  e s pecia l ly up 

forward . Other mi s ce l l aneous repa i r  and upkeep to pump s , 

antennae , and equipment wa s requi red , a s  we l l  as replacement 

of broken d i s he s , cha i r s  and tabl e s , etc . We l oaded our 

storerooms and refrigerated s paces chock- a-bl ock . The 

Captain had a novel i dea of l oad ing the norma l l y  empty peak 

tank wi th black eye peas for emergency consumption . I n  

Icel and we coul d  purchase p lenty of f i s h , but very l i tt l e  

e l s e  in the f o o d  line . On more than one occa s ion on the 

return tri p ,  we had nothing but b l ack eye peas to eat , f or a s  

l ong a per iod a s  two f u l l  days . 

The Ge rmans had announced that they wou l d  not aim a 

torpedo knowingly at an Ameri can war s hi p ,  s o  a s  not to 
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antagoni ze America i nto dec l a ring war . However ,  one o f  our 

newer s i s ter ships , the USS KEARNY , wa s s truck by a German 

torpedo whi l e  on thi s  convoy duty , but made it into port in 

Icel and . ED I SON wa s ordered to proceed to I c e l and under f u l l  

power t o  rel ieve her . She had a 2 0 - foot opening in her 

s tarboard s i de midships ,  and her gun control equipment , radio 

room , and one f i re room des troyed . Casua l t i e s  were h i gh . 

Short l y  thereafter , an o lder f our stacker de stroyer , the USS 

REUBEN JAMES , was sunk whi l e  on s imi lar e s cort duty . 

Routine work on board under s uch conditions o f  weather 

and wartime readines s ,  was general l y  restr icted to chipping 

several inches of s o l i d  ice f r om the decks , masts , and gun 

mount s ,  caus ed by the freez ing s a l t  s pray . The extra we ight 

of the i ce rai sed the metacentr i c  he i ght of the ship , and 

reduced her sea worthines s .  

Course routings for Atl antic convoys , coming and going , 

were control l ed f rom Washington . Thi s  was to avoid known 

trouble s pots , and to keep individual convoys s eparated by a 

s a f e  d i stance when pa s s ing , part i cu l a r l y  during inclement 

weather . On one occa s ion , when ED I SON ' S  Commandi ng O f f i cer 

was acting a s  Convoy Commodore , we met an approaching convoy 

head-on from the oppo s i te direct i on . We were in the usual  

dense f og , and I was o f f i cer of the deck , with the Captain on 

the bridge as we l l .  We s t i l l  had no rada r . Through the pea 

soup fog , we could barely d i s cern oncoming bows of another 
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convoy . It wa s too l ate for emergency maneuvers - we woul d  

have t o  thread our way through the oncoming ve s se l s . By 

voice radi o ,  we informed the other ships in our convoy , and 

ordered the other commanding o f f i cers to we ave the i r  way 

through as best they could . The Ca pta in and I j umped f rom 

ei ther s ide o f  the bridge al ternately , trying to peer through 

the fog , to try to d i s cern the next ships i n  column . Wi thout 

delaying to communi cate verba l ly to each other , we maneuvered 

the engine s ,  and ordered rudder change s to meet the immediate 

need s , merely pointing out to each other , what we had j u s t  

pi cked u p  and were trying t o  avoid . We managed to pa s s  

through the entire convoy without a s cratch . I have never 

heard of s uch an occurrence happening be f ore or s ince . I ' m 

s ure the Captain shook in h i s  boots a s  much a s  I did for the 

next ten or twenty minute s . After it was a l l  over , he turned 

toward me and said , " Thanks , Roenigk , "  in a l ow voi ce . ( He 

meant for maneuve r ing i n  advance , without f irst del aying f or 

permi s s ion in such an emergency . )  I wa s glad that I wa s 

pres ent f or the occa s i on ,  a s  harrowing a s  it was . 

Whi l e  refuel ing in Hval f j ordur ' s  Harbor over the 

approximate f ive -hour period , we a l l owed ha l f  the o f f icers 

and ha l f  o f  the crew to go a s hore for two hours o f  

recreat ion . It wa s about a mi le h i ke across the glacier to a 

Quonset hut , where beer and sandwi ches we re sol d . The hut 

was heated by a large potbe l l i ed coal s tove . After the f i rst 

group returned to the shi p ,  the other hal f  o f  the o f f icers 
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and crew were permitted as hore before s a i l ing . 

Not a l l  o f  the ships company cared to go a shore nor did 

they all drink . Other than beer , so ft drinks and potato 

chips were ava i l able . No one drank heav i l y  - they merel y  

wanted to s tretch thei r  legs , even in deep snow . In late 

November 1 9 4 1 , we arrived for refuel ing , and sent the f irst 

hal f o f  the crew o f f  f or the ir hike to the Quonset hut . A 

storm suddenly blew up , and it was impo s s ib l e  for anyone 

a s hore to return to the shi p .  I t  came time t o  depart 

Icel and , and we had to leave without ha l f  of  the o f f icers and 

crew . With only one other watch o f f i cer , besides mysel f on 

board for the re turn trip , we had to stand one watch on and 

one of f ,  for the thre e-week trip back . The c rew wa s a l s o  

very s horthanded ; however , w e  a l l  survived . Those shipmates 

l e ft behind in the Icel and b l i z z ard , re j o ined u s  a few days 

l ater i n  Boston , having returned to U . S . A . via  the next 

convoy . 

On a clear ni ght , s teaming under the usual  " da rkened 

s h i p "  condit ions , we could barely make out the s i l houettes o f  

the other ships i n  format i on . At midnight one night , whi l e  

ahead o f  the f o rmation , we obs erved a sma l l e r  ve s s e l  close  

a board for  s ome unknown reason . We qui ck l y  ta l ked i t  over , 

and decided that it mus t  be a surf aced enemy submarine , on a 

para l le l  cour s e  with u s . Thi s wa s an unheard o f  s ituat ion . 

The s ub wa s s o  close  that our guns woul d  not depress  far 
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enough for u s  to hit her with gun f i re . We were a l so too 

close  to turn and have any chance of r amming her with our 

bow . The s ubmar ine must have been a s  s urpri sed a s  we were . 

She immediately dove , and we were at a l o s s  to rel ocate the 

s ub and attack , as she h ad apparentl y  cut o f f  her engines 

a fter diving in order to hide in the ocean depths . Under 

better l ight ing condit ions , we mi ght have attempted to s s i ng 

hand grenades , hoping one wou l d  enter the funnel and cause 

damage . However , the encounter l a sted s o  short a per i od o f  

t ime , that it was a l l  over in l e s s  than a minute . A s  the 

Exe cutive Of f i cer remarked j okingly later , " I f we had had a 

bag o f  s puds ( potatoe s ) on the bridge , we could have 

clobbered the enemy . "  After thi s experi ence , word went out 

to a l l  the other e s corts in the At l anti c  to maintain hand 

grenades at the ready on the bri dge . 

On our l ast two voyage s in 1 9 4 1 , the EDI SON CO wa s 

a s s igned add i t ional duty a s  Convoy Commodore . Si nce we had 

no ASW equipment , nor radar , our Captain resorted to our 

Radi o  Direction Finder , cons i sting of a s impl e  loop antenna , 

which could pick up radio transmi s s ion s i gnal s  from s hort 

range . However , the bear ing cou l d  be e i ther true or the 

exact reci proca l bearing . The re was no way to determine 

which wa s a ctua l , without i n j ecting gue s s  work . We cou l d  

he ar radio s igna l s  from ,  what we e st imated t o  b e  enemy 

submarine s , in the dayt ime , a s s umed to be tra i l ing u s  and 

ma inta ining contact with our convoy , unti l darkne s s  s et in , 
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so that they could surf ace , and at ful l speed c lose in for 

the ki l l . Captain Murdaugh correctly a s s umed that the s ub s  

were tra i l ing us f rom a stern , beyond the hor i z on . When heard 

on the RDF he would s end an e s cort out a ft at h i gh s peed . 

Almost a lways the s ubmarine would be s i ghted , but wou l d  d ive 

wel l  beyond the range of our guns . Thi s  wou l d  be f o l l owed by 

depth charge attacks , but witho ut s uitable control equ ipment , 

the s e  attacks against s ubmerged submarines were futi l e . 

Intere stingly , the u s e l e s s ne s s  of  Radio Di rection Finder 

antenna was recogni z ed by our Navy ear l ie r , and was s cheduled 

to be removed under " strip ship" procedure early in 1 9 4 1  in 

preparation for war . EDI SON , being a newl y built  ship , was 

one of a few ships , wh i ch had a RDF antenna . ( The ship had 

been bui l t  a ccording to s pec i f i cations , and removal of a l l  

unnece s sary equipment had not a s  yet , been a ccomp l i s hed . )  

I had come up f or promotion to Lieutenant in June 1 9 41 . 

However , I was l acking the requi red amount of t ime on " se a  

d u t y "  to b e  qua l i f i ed f or promoti on , having s pent a f u l l  

three years on " s hore duty " i n  Japan a s  a j u n i o r  Lieutenant . 

My promotion exams were rece ived on board a few months l ater . 

The se requi red s itting down to the examination under 

superv i s i on for about f ive hours each exam , answering 

que st ions and s o lving problems , for e ach of about s ix 

di f f e rent p ro f e s s ional s u b j e ct s . Thi s  of  cour s e , wa s 

pract i c a l l y  impos s ible under " undec lared " wartime cond i t ions . 
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Neverthe l es s , by stretching the regulations , I was able to 

comp l ete the s i x  examinati on s  within about a week , in s pi te 

o f  the f act that I had no chance to s tudy in advance . 

Of f i ce r s  knew that f a i lures were rare and re-examinations 

were rare ly ca l l ed for . Fina l l y , my promotion papers came 

through in November ,  and I happ i l y  donned my second s tripe . 

I was now the only ( f u l l ) Lieutenant on board , other than the 

Exe cutive O f f icer . 

An interesti ng happening occurred on our return trip 

( dest inat ion Boston ) in December 1 9 4 1 .  I had stood the 

mid-watch and came bel ow to rest brie f ly , be fore we were 

s chedul ed to s i ght l and . We rarely had a chance to take a 
I 

s hower bath and change c l othe s , wi thout being cal led to 

General Quarters on a moment ' s  noti ce . Guns and equ i pment 

were a l l  manned with s ke l eton crews day and ni ght , however . 

Thi s  wa s a s pec i a l  day for me , s ince according to previous 

arrangement s , my bride-to- be ( a  h i gh s chool c l a s smate who had 

wa ited for me , s i nce prior to my departure for Japan in 1 9 3 7 ) 

wa s to be waiting in Bo ston , having come from San Franc i s co , 

Ca l i f orni a , for our wedd ing , planned for the three -day period 

in the Navy Yard undergo ing voyage repa i r s  to the shi p .  

Comi ng o f f  the bridge , I dec ided t o  shave , j ump i n  for a 

qu ick s hower and change clothe s , to be presentable .  No 

sooner had I s tepped into the shower than the " General 

Quarters " a l a rm s ounded , and a lmo st s imul taneo u s l y  the 

forward f i ve - i nch gun battery b l a sted away . Being the 

4 5  

--- ------ -- -



gunnery o f f i ce r , I franti c a l l y  grabbed s ome outer garments , 

dres s ing , a s  I l itera l l y  f lew up to the main gun di rector , 

whi l e  gl ancing around to see , what we could be f i ring at . I 

gl impsed a submarine on the surf ace , f l a shing a s ignal search 

l i ght at u s . I recogni z ed i t  immed iate l y  a s  an American 

submarine trying to i denti f y  h imse l f . I immediately pul led 

the electr i ca l  switch on the d i rector before the gun coul d  

f i re a second round of ammunit i on . Wha t  happened was that 

our Captain was on the b ri dge , when he s i ghted thi s submar ine 

on the surface . H i s  s tanding orde rs were to s hoot to k i l l  

any unident i f i ed ship ( these were post-Pearl Harbor day s , and 

de finitely wart ime for the U . S . A . ) Moreover , no American 

s ubmar ine was permitted to enter a U . S .  harbo r ,  without being 

e s corted by a f r iendly surf ace s hi p . The submarine had 

arrived o f f  the harbor ,  but no e s cort wa s in s ight . As s uming 

that ED I SON wa s her a s s i gned e s cort approach ing , our 

submarine wa s f ranti c a l l y  exchanging i dent i f i cation s igna l s .  

Un fortunatel y ,  the s ubmarine gave the i ncorrect 

i denti f i cat ion s ignal for the day . Thi s  wa s the cue f o r  

opening f ire immediate l y . The f i r s t  shot ( and only one , 

before I could d i s connect the e l ectrical circui t ) wa s wel l  

over , and the Captain personal ly was i n  the proc e s s  o f  

correcting the gun e l evat ion downward . I wa s expecting the 

Captain to congratul ate me for s topping the f ir ing , before 

damaging a fr iendl y  submarine , a s  a re s u l t  o f  error on the 

part of the s ub . I ns tead , he was qu i te unhappy wi th me . I 

am s t i l l  conv inced that I did the corre ct thing . 
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After a good night ' s  re s t  in Bo ston , the Captain was h i s  

rel axed s e l f  a ga i n . So were we a l l . 

It was dur ing thi s  return trip to U . S . A . , e s cort i ng an 

empty convoy on the return trip f rom Icel and and Engl and , 

that the Japanes e  attacked Pe arl  Harbor on De cember 7 ,  1 9 4 1 . 

We had very l ittle news , other than that the Japanese had 

attacked . We knew not , what the extent o f  the damage was , i f  

any . We had been appr i s ed o f  the decl aration o f  war aga inst 

Japan and the Axi s  powe r s . We wel comed thi s  decl a ration , 

which clearly meant " no holds barred " .  Al l a l ong , in the 

North At lant i c , we had been operating under a doubl e  

standard . Now , we we re i n  it t o  win , without restrict i on , 

which made our task ea s ie r , or so we thought . 

Our unanimous reaction to event s a s  we knew them at the 

t ime , was :  " F i ne , now those f e l l ows in the Pac i f i c  can f i nd 

out f i r s thand , what we have gone through here i n  the Atl ant i c  

f o r  so many months . "  We sensed n o  change whatsoeve r in the 

Atl ant i c  operations . We were consoled , however , in rea l i z ing 

that co l l eagues in the Pa c i f i c  wou ld be working a l ong a s  hard 

a s  we have had to . 

By now , our " green recru i t s " had become sea soned seamen . 

They respected , and at the s ame time f eared the sea . They 

l ooked up to the Captain , and rel ied on h i s  s uperior 
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knowledge and protect i on f rom the e l ement s .  They h i ghly 

valued a few hour s recreati on a s hore . There were absol utel y  

no di scipl inary problems . From thi s  t ime f orward , I became 

aware and f i rmly convinced , that young seamen and petty 

o f f i cers are happiest when working hard , day and night . Thi s 

mus t  be interspersed with r e l axing time a s hore , on f i rm 

ground , wi thout a care in the world , so to speak . 

We s a i l ed with our next loaded merchant convoy the f ir s t  

week in January 1 9 4 2 . I s a i d  goodby to my bride o f  two days . 

The Chief  Engineer was extremely i l l  with " a cute sea 

s ickne s s . "  He was trans f erred to the hospita l , and l ater 

reti red for this incurable a i lment . His young a s s i stant , an 

ens ign , took over the Engineering Department . 

The day f o l l owing departure , I rece ived di s patch orders 

to proceed to CinCPac Headquarters in Hawa i i , in all  haste . 

There was no way I could return to the U . S . be fore mi d t o  

l ate February . I t  wa s nece s s ary to enc rypt mes sage s back to 

my bride , not to unpack , and to advi s e  the supply o f f icer to 

hol d  my shipment o f  househo l d  goods when i t  arr ived in 

Boston , and return it intact to San Franc i s co , s ince I had 

di spatch orders f or trans fer to the Pac i f i c theater . 

A week l ate r ,  our Ca pta i n  rece ived tran s fer orders . He 

wa s now cons idered an expert in ASW warfare , and was needed 

in the Mexi c an Gul f  area , where German submarine operation s  
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were bei ng s tepped up . 

The e s cort operation was becoming routine . We lost only 

a few ships in e i ther d i rection on thi s  l ate st voyage . We 

made record s peed o f  advance and returned to Boston by mid

Februa ry . The new Captain ( Lieutenant Commander Hedd ing ) was 

natural ly mos t  unhappy , that h i s  gunnery o f f icer was being 

trans ferred at the s ame t ime he wa s re l i eving Commander 

Murdaugh , and attempted to hold up my orders without succe s s . 

My a s s i stant gunnery of f i cers and enl i sted men had been 

wel l trained in advance to take over , no matter who shoul d  be 

mi s s i ng . The ship had f ive or s ix j unior ens igns who had 

been co l l ege students the year before , and had vol unteered 

f or the Navy . Three had j us t  graduated f rom Harvard . We had 

been a closely knit f amily on board , and I real ly regretted 

l e aving s uch a smooth l y  operating shi p .  

morning f o l l owing arriva l . 

I departed the next 

My bride and I p i led our baggage in the car ( a  new one ) 

and took of f acro s s  country for San Franc i s co .  Two days 

a fter arr iva l in San Franci sco I was on board the " MARS " 

f lying amphibian a i rcra f t , operated by Pan Am , non- s top to 

Hawa i i . My bride o f  the previous month , wou l d  rema i n  in San 

Franc i s co and f i nd a home . Dependents were a l l  being 

eva cuated from Hawa i i  at thi s  time , and no new arriv a l s  could 

be permitted .  
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Upon arrival i n  Hawa i i , I wa s met at the a i rcraft by an 

o l d  col league , Arthur Benedict , who introduced me to my new 

headquarters o f f ice and l iving quarter s .  As we drove through 

Pearl Harbor , I wa s dumfounded by a l l  the destruction . 

Sunken batt l e ships and crude o i l  c overed the who l e  area . 

Lieutenant Benedi ct had been aboard one of those batt leships 

when attacked by Japane se torpedo planes and dive bombers . 

We h ad no real understanding o f  thi s  deva station whi l e  

operating in the At l antic . 

Former Japanese l anguage o f f icers had expected to be 

ca l l ed into the Pac i f i c  theater should war break out with 

Japan , the exact type of duty unknown . We had not been 

a le rted nor trained for any type of intel l igence in advance . 

The ma j or i ty o f  u s  had not even known o f  the term 

cry ptography , except f rom what we had read on our own in 

books , s uch a s  Freedman ' s  " Bl ack Chambe r '' , ba sed on Wor l d  Wa r 

One operations . 

My c l a s smate and fel low l anguage o f f icer , Lieutenant 

A . L .  Bened i ct and I were ordered to CinCPac sta f f  

s imultaneously , three weeks f o l l owing Pearl Harbor . We had 

a s s umed that Lieutenant Commander Layton , the Pac i f i c  Fleet 

Inte l l i gence Of ficer , had reque sted BuPers to i s s ue such 

order s . Layton , who wa s a former l anguage o f f icer , and had 

been our immediate bos s  whi l e  he wa s As s i s tant Attache at the 
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Amer i can Emba s s y , during our f i r s t  two year s ' res idence in 

Japan , knew the two of us wel l  and cons idered u s  his two 

cho i ces for a s s i stants . After s everal weeks f i nding our way 

around and l earning routine procedur e s  on the staf f , Layton 

ordered Benedi ct and mys e l f  to take turns on a l ternate days 

i n  writ ing up the 6 a . m . " inte l l igence report " for the early 

morn i ng s ta f f  meeting . Thi s  re l i eved him o f  a time-consuming 

chore , a l though he kept himsel f f u l l y  informed of a l l  deta i l s  

o f  the current s ituation . 

Layton ' s  only other a s s i s tant was another l anguage 

o f f i cer ( Lt .  Hud son ) ,  who had preceded me in Japan by one 

ye ar . When our a l locat i on o f  duties had been f i rmed up and 

operating smoothl y ,  Layton told u s  that we were rout ine l y  to 

f i n i s h  up our work at headquarters by 9 or 1 0  o ' clock each 

morning , then report to the F l eet Radi o  Unit ( Commander J . R .  

Roche fort i n  charge ) nea rby , for whatever d ut i e s  h e  a s s i gned 

to u s . 

We had arrived s uddenly i n  the broad f ield o f  

cryptography , with n o  previous knowl edge whatsoever . 

Everything had to be learned from s cratch , without bene f i t  o f  

anything being i n  wri ting , from whi ch w e  could l earn . We had 

to l e arn from current coast watcher reports and tra f f i c  

ana l y s i s , con j e cture and cal cul ated e s t imate s , and f i na l l y  

attempting t o  solve the enemy codes and cyphers .  In thi s  we 

were b l e s s ed with a superior unders tanding and knowl edge o f  
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the Japane se l anguage and the ir naval procedure . With l ong 

hours and hard work on the part of a l l , the Japanes e  secrets 

came to be rea l i zed . 

The Fl eet Radio Un it , a . k . a .  as FruPac ,  operated i n  a 

sma l l  basement room , underneath 1 4th Naval District 

Headquarters in Pearl Harbor . The re were not even enough 

desks f or Commander Roche f ort 1 s  eight language o f f i cer 

a s s i s tants , a l l  of  whom worked twelve or more hours a day . 

Yeomen were in great need . The Navy Band f rom the ir s unken 

batt l e s h i p  f l ag sh i p  was trans fe rred and retra ined as wr iters 

and me s s enge rs in Roche f ort 1 s  organi z at i on . With in a f ew 

weeks they adapted we l l  and be came ind i s pensab l e . 

A new , l arge wooden b u i lding was rapidly cons tructed on 

Makal apa H i l l , outs ide the Ma in Gate of Pearl Harbor , to 

house the expand ing FruPac organi zat i on . Thi s  was acro s s  the 

road from a new CinCPac He adquarters structure , which was 

near ing completion . Once we were f u l l y  moved in by mid - 1 9 4 2 ,  

working condi tions we re greatly improved . 

Cons truc t i on of a submarine of f i cer ' s  hous ing area wa s 

s tarted on Maka l apa , before Pearl Harbor wa s attacked . The se 

hous e s  were now turned over mainly to C i nCPac Sta f f  O f f icers , 

three or four o f f i cers to each house . One house wa s used for 

a s ta f f  me s s .  ( Al l dependent s had been evacuated to the 

ma inl and U . S . A . f o l l owing the Japanese attack and there wa s 
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l i tt l e  need for the se a s  f ami ly hous ing . ) 

CinCPac had i s sued temporary additional duty orders to 

Bened i ct and my se l f  to FruPa c ; however , we remained 

o f f i ci a l l y  attached to CinCPac . Thi s arrangement was mo st 

wel come , s ince f l eet s ta f f  duty was de s i gnated a s  sea duty , 

which we required , i f  we ever hoped to be promoted beyond 

Lieutenant . FruP a c  was cons i dered shore duty , even though 

three of f our l anguage o f f i cers a lways a ccompanied the s enior 

Task Force Commanders to sea and engagements with the enemy . 

By 1 9 4 3 , requirements for sea duty and promotion exams f or 

a dvancement were relaxed . Benedict and I were rel eased f rom 

CinCPac and a s s igned to FruPa c ful l -time . Th i s  depr i ved us 

of our hou s i ng on Makal apa , and we could no l onger take mea l s  

a t  the CinCPac Mes s .  We were a s s i gned rooms in the Navy Yard 

B . O . Q .  and mes sed in the Yard cafeteria ,  j u s t  down the road a 

hal f  mi l e  away . We b oth reta ined our CinCPac top secret 

p a s s e s , however , and were privi leged to come and go at 

he adquarters as we des i red . 

Layton , l i ke any f o rmer Japanes e  l anguage o f f icer , knew 

a l l  other l ingui sts we l l .  I d on ' t  know o f  any antagonism 

between any members of  our group . Layton wa s ,  o f  cour s e , 

fr iendly and would readi l y  s upport any j unior , particularly 

if  the l atter had worked for h im previous l y . However , being 

senior to many o f  u s , we a l l  expected him to be a tas kmaster , 

whi ch he s urely was . That i s  what the O l d  Navy was a l l  
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about . Layton was accused o f  l acking personal i ty by s ome of 

his s eniors , but many other l ine of f i cers were accused of 

wor s e  than that . At the Naval Academy , Layton , being short 

in stature at the t ime , wa s ni cknamed " Brute " ,  which he 

great l y  re sented . No one dared use that term toward him in 

the service except a f ormer c l a s smate . ( Every N . A .  c l a s s  

automat i c a l l y  c a l l e d  thei r  s hortest member " Brute , " such a s  

my c l a s smate in the Marine Corps , Geneial " Brute " Krul ak . )  

I next s aw Admir a l  Layton in 1 9 5 1  at NWC i n  Newport . He 

had re cent ly set up the f i r s t  Nava l Intel l i gence Schoo l , and 

was vi s iting the War Col lege with his " team" to put on a 

demons trat ion in int e l l igence gathering methods and 

procedures . Later , in the mid- 1 9 6 0 1 s , when I wa s naval 

attache in Tokyo , Japan , Rear Admiral Layton Ret i red was a 

c ivi l i an ,  l iving in Tokyo and representing an Ameri can 

a i rcra ft manuf a cturer . Layton v i s ited my o f f ice numerous 

time s , a s  did many Ameri can bu sines smen and Japane se al ike , 

not to conduct bus ine s s  per s e , but to ma intai n  contact wi th 

an American Navy per s on on the s pot . Socia l l y ,  I s aw Layton 

numerous times , e i ther at h i s  home or mine . We were close  

f ri ends , rea l ly . 

After retirement , I corresponded regu l ar l y  with Layton , 

particularly during the l a s t  ten years o f  h i s  l i f e , unt i l  he 

died in the 1 9 8 0 s . 
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Eddie was a good f r iend of mine , whom I addre s sed 

habitua l l y  as " Si r " , throughout the f i rst 3 0  years o f  nearly 

5 0  years a s s oc i at i on . 

Admiral Nimitz wa s extreme l y  i ntere s ted in our work at 

FruPac . He seemed to want to learn more about it and our 

methods ,  whi ch were quite comp l i cated . He wou l d  wander a lone 

into our bui l ding , which was j us t  across the road , when he 

had an hour of l e i s ure . ( C inCPac aides and sta f f  members 

were not a l l owed entrance i nto FruPac bui l ding , except for 

Layton or the Chi e f  o f  Sta f f . ) N imitz wou l d  v i s i t  each 

section : the I BM room ,  the " numbers " men ( who were former 

mathematicians ) ,  and our l anguage section in succes s ion . He 

would s tand behind each one o f  u s  and watch c l osel y ,  a s  we 

worked on va rious and d i f f erent systems . He didn 1 t  wi sh to 

di sturb any one of u s ; howeve r ,  I found it conveni ent to 

exp l ain very brie f l y  j us t  what and how I was trying to s olve 

the puz z l e . He i n s i s ted we rema in s eated and continue to 

work , whi l e  he surveyed and observed . 

My hous emates and I pitched hor s e s hoes with the Admi r a l  

in h i s  backyard numerous t ime s f o r  exerc i s e . One l ieutenant 

hous emate ( H . A .  LaMa r ) was Flag Li eutenant to the Admiral , 

and one of h i s  duties was to round up s ta f f  members to make 

up a f oursome for a h a l f  hour game every evening be f ore 

dinner . 
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Admi ral Nimitz habitua l ly wal ked with h i s  Chi e f  o f  Sta f f  

i n  the countrys ide , a d j acent t o  the Makal apa insta l l a t i ons . 

The se were l ong hikes o f  an hour or two , t ime permitting . On 

thei r  return to the Maka l apa hou s ing compound , they o ften 

stopped in at our house ( houses were never l ocked ) ,  

regard l e s s  of  whether or not any o f  us were at home , s o l e l y  

for t h e  purpose of l i s tening to o u r  phonograph record s . My 

other hou s emate , Lieutenant Benedict , owned a Capehart 

phonograph , wh ich was cons idered to be an outstanding mus i c  

box i n  those da ys , and of cour se the Admiral knew he was 

wel come to use i t  at any time . 

The Admi ra l was known to stop and talk with anyone he 

met a l ong the road , regard l e s s  of rank or rat e . Th i s  cus tom 

became very popular with the enl i sted men ,  knowing that the 

C i nCPac would remember thei r  faces a lways in the future . 

Living in the s ame house with h i s  Flag Lieutenant , the 

Admi ral came to know Bened ict and mys e l f  wel l , and to treat 

the three o f  us a s  h i s  own sons . I n  March 1 9 4 3 , Benedict and 

I received promotion papers to Lieutenant Commander . Admiral 

Nimi t z  wa s greatly d i s appo inted that his Flag Lieutenant was 

not promoted s imul taneou s l y ,  due to insu f f i c ient time i n  

rank . Washington would not a pprove o f  Nimi tz ' s  reque s t . He 

had wanted to persona l ly swear a l l  three of us i n ,  and pin on 

our new shoulder boards at the s ame time . Neve rthe l e s s , he 

went ahead with the ceremony f or the two of us at a dinner in 
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h i s  private r e s i dence . Six months later , the F l ag Lieutenant 

rece ived h i s  promotion a s  we l l . 

There were absolute l y  no problems whatsoever at the 

working l evel in the Inte l l i gence Community . There were , 

however , s o l i d  rumors going around with regard to the 

s quabb l ing going on at the highest leve l s  in Washington , 

based on nothing more than a struggle for powe r ,  by only a 

f ew high-ranking ind ividua l s  on the s t a f f  of  Admiral King i n  

Was hington . Thi s was f u l l y  understood only by Commander 

Rochefort , head of FruPac , who was summa r i l y  f i red by 

Wa shington , and given command of a f loating drydock where h i s  

superb intel l i gence contributions were sacri f i ced f o r  the 

rema i ning greater part of the Pac i f i c  Wa r .  

Simply stated , Inte l l igence was a " di rty wor d "  in the 

Navy . Very few o f f i cers under stood or beli eved in it and 

s hunned " Inte l l i gence Duty " . The operations s ection o f  

CinCUS i n  Wa s hington was de s i rous o f  contro l l ing ONI , by 

having it absorbed into Communication s . FruPac was a part o f  

ONI admini s trative l y ,  but an integral part of CinCPac f o r  

operat iona l use o f  inte l l i gence i n format ion , whi ch was 

mandatory for the Cine of the Pac i f i c  Ocean area . Admi ra l 

Nimi tz right l y  and adamantly ins i s ted , that FruPa c not be 

taken away f rom h i s  d i rect ope rational control on the s cene . 

The whol e  operation wa s running smoothly and produc ing 

unheard of rewards . ( Th i s  i s  exp l ained i n  more deta i l  in 
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Admiral Layton ' s  recent book "And I Wa s There " . )  

Aga i n , at Midway , there was no prob l em l oca l l y  within 

the Intel l igence Community . FruPac d i d  have di sagreement 

with Was h ington over sma l l  deta i l s .  Admi ral Nimi t z  

f ortunate l y ,  had the greate s t  trust in h i s  " crew" o f  FruPac 

worke r s , however , he was prepared for any contingency in an 

emergency . FruPac , as it turned out , was dead r i ght , a s  

Nimi t z ' s  intuit ion t o l d  him . Fol l owing the Batt l e  o f  Mi dway , 

Wa s hington took fu l l  credit for having the correct solut i on , 

rather than FruPac . Thi s  wa s a s s umed by us a s  just  another 

attempt to d i s credit Commander Roche fort a s  head of the 

organi zation which d i s c l o s ed the vital inte l l i gence 

informat ion . 

Cora l Sea : Again there wa s no problem within the 

I nte l l i gence Organi zation . A l anguage o f f i cer f rom FruPac 

was a s s i gned to the tact i ca l  commander , Admi ral Frank Jack 

F letche r ,  to accompany him on the opera t i on . The j ob o f  the 

FruPac o f f icer and h i s  team on board , was to pick up a l l  

close  range enemy communications which could not b e  heard 

f arther away . These we re o ften i n  pl a i n  l anguage , in the 

heat of batt l e , but not a l ways . I f  the enemy force were too 

far d i s tant to be picked up by radar , or not s i ghted by 

patrol a i rc ra f t , o ften the correct bearing ( or rec i procal 

bearing ) could not be determined with any equ i pment on board . 
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The re wa s a personal ity c l a s h  between the FruPa c  

l i eutenant l i ai son adv i s e r  and h i s  boss . Admiral Fl etcher , 

had a d i s trust for h i s  inte l l igence advice , and e s pe ci a l ly 

with regard to sugge s ti ons for tacti ca l act i on that s hould be 

taken , even though , a s  it turned out , the l ieutenant wa s on 

s o l i d  ground . Thi s  was a very rare occurrence . Perhaps the 

l ieutenant l anguage o f f icer should not have tried to provide 

tacti cal  sugge s t ions to the Admiral in command , but only 

inte l l igence information . 

The above i s  in contrast wi th other task f orce 

commanders , and the i r  a s s ociation with FruPac adv i sors 

accompanying them . For examp l e , Lieutenant Gi l S l onim 

ac companied Admir a l  H a l sey on h i s  f i r s t  sorti e . Therea f te r , 

Ha l s ey insi s ted that S l onim be a s s i gned to ac company him 

alway s . Such a s s ignments were a lways vol unteer s f rom t he 

FruPac organ i z ation . H a l s ey and Sl onim became inseparable 

budd ie s . 

Later i n  1 9 4 2 , FruPac members were advi sed by the 

Secretary of the Navy , that no o f f i ce r  nor enl i sted man o f  

FruPac was to submit a r eque s t  for trans f er for any rea son , 

or they woul d  be cons i dered unf i t  for the service . Many o f  

us f e l t  that too much i nt e l l igence duty wa s " the ki s s  o f  

death , "  so f ar a s  further promotion wa s conce rned . There was 

noth ing to be done a bout i t , s o  we rel axed and conti nued our 

growing producti ve s peci a l ty . 
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Our day- to-day working on various sys tems , expertise and 

methods are s t i l l  c l a s s i f ied , and have not been re leased by 

the U . S .  Gove rnment . Such informat ion i n  the hands o f  the 

general publ i c  could cause ser ious damage to the National 

Secur ity . For further informati on in conci s e  f orm , see 

Captain Jasper Ho lme s ' book " Double Edged Secret s '' ,  which wa s 

thoroughly " s anit i z e d "  prior to pub l i cation . Holme s  wa s our 

o f f i ce manager at FruPac . Many books have been wr i tten by 

s pecul ative authors ,  add ing a s l ight l y  imaginative 

interpretat ion , together with a touch of Hol lywood to create 

interest . 

On 7 December 1 9 4 1 , the Navy had l e s s  than 3 6  o f f icers 

on active duty who had prev ious language tra ining in Japan . 

Not a l l  of  the s e  could be cal led i n  for inte l l igence duty , 

before they were ki l l ed at sea by thei r  ship s inking or being 

taken a s  POW . A ha l f  doz en newer l anguage o f f icers had l e s s  

than two years training in Japan , before being evacuated j u s t  

prior t o  Pearl Harbor . The more senior o f f i cers we re 

handi ca pped by having to neglect the i r  Japane s e  l anguage 

abi l ity f or sea s ervice requirements f o r  promotion . The Navy 

tried to correct the d e f i c iency by urgently training 

l ingu i s t s  by the hundreds at Harvard , Ma s s achu sett s ; 

Berke l ey , Cal i forn i a ; and Bou l de r ,  Col orado ; a s  Re serve 

Ens igns . A new book on thi s  subj e ct wi l l  s oon be pub l i s hed 

by author , Captain Roger Pine a u ,  USNR Retired , who wa s one of 
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the se o f f i cer s . 

There was no longer any soc i a l  l i f e  in Hawa i i  a fter 

December 7 ,  with a l l  s treet and road l ights extingu i s hed , and 

f ami l i e s  evacuated to the ma inl and U . S . A . A f ew of our group 

woul d  gather about once a month on a Saturday evening , if o f f  

duty , t o  p l ay a game of stud poker , or o n  a f ew occas ions , 

bridge . Stakes were minimum , s ince mos t  o f  us had f ami l i e s  

t o  s upport back home . The game d i d  keep our mind s al ert ; i t  

wa s a relaxation from the kind o f  tedious work we did at the 

o f f i ce ,  day and night , or a s  l ong a s  we could endure in a 2 4  

hour period . 

By 1 9 4 3 , young reserve ens i gns began arriving at FruPac 

by the do z en , who had undergone a crash Japane se l anguage 

cour s e  in Boulde r ,  Co l orado , for up to a year . Thes e  had a l l  

been vo l untee rs , many having had previous expo sure to the 

l anguage , such as having been brought up in Japan as young 

children . After s ome months of tra i ning and superv i s ion on 

the various j obs , the great ma jority of these o f f i cers turned 

into valuable a s sets . 

Short l y  therea fte r ,  a Jo int Army Navy Inte l l igence 

Cente r ( JIGPOA ) , headed by an Army Genera l ,  wa s estab l i shed 

in the Pearl Harbor area as a central repo s i tory for a l l  

sort s  o f  captured Japanese materi a l . A few o f  our people 

were dra fted into thi s  organi zation , a s  we l l  a s  young 
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l anguage o f f i cers recently arriving from Boulder . 

Throughout the war , I had received no word on the 

exploits  of ED I SON in the At l ant i c .  In l ate 1 9 4 4 ,  fol l owing 

the end of the war in the At l ant i c ,  I noted that USS EDI SON 

( DD 4 3 9 )  wa s s cheduled to enter port the f o l lowing day , i n  

company with other ve s s e l s  from the Atl anti c ,  to augment t he 

Fl eet i n  the Pa c i f i c . I made it a point to greet the s hi p  on 

arri va l , and to renew o l d  fr iendshi p s . As s he docked i n  Pear l  

Harbor a longs i de the pier , I observed a Lieutenant Commander 

conning the ship on the wing of the bridge . It could have 

been the current commanding of f i ce r .  I recogn i zed the f ace 

and body movements . It wa s none other than one o f  those 

young reserve ensigns f rom Ha rvard in early 1 9 4 1 . He was the 

Executive O f f i cer and Navigator . 

When the war was over in the Paci f i c , ED I SON wa s 

c l as s i f i ed a s  outdated , and wa s s crapped a fter only s i x  years 

o f  mos t l y  wartime operation s . She bare l y  had a scratch on 

her a fter operations in North Af r i ca , Normandi e ,  and Okinawa , 

after I had left her . 

Today , the former crew members - f rom Texa s and a s  f ar 

a s  San Franc i s co and Seatt l e  on the we st coa st - gather for an 

EDI S ON reunion every year at Hotel Viking , Newport , Rhode 

I s l and . 
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In l ate 1 9 4 4 , Washington decided that i t  wa s t ime to 

s h i f t  the o l d-timers at FruPac , among our other two 

proce s s ing centers , the one in Mel bourne , Austra l i a , and the 

other in Wa shington , D . C .  for morale reasons , i f  nothing 

e l s e . Order s  began arriving in staggered f a s h i on f rom 

Wa shington . No one knew to where they were being 

trans ferred , unti l the orders were rece ived i n  hand . 

My orders ins tructed me to report to CNO in Wa shington . 

O f  cour se , I knew that it would be the ident ical kind of 

work , s omewhere in or near Wa shington . 

My personal e f fects were neg l i gi bl e , so I dec ided to 

pack two large crui s e  boxe s wi th my uni forms and other 

c lothing , rather than going through the base s upply o f f i cer 

to have them packed and shi pped at government expense . The 

U . S . Export Line ship , SS ANTI GUA , was in Pearl Harbor at the 

t ime , on her regu l ar monthly trip from San Franci s co , 

del ivering meat and fresh vegetabl e s  for the f l eet . I knew 

the s h ip ' s o f f icers wel l , and they wou l d  habitua l l y  wa l k  up 

to Makal apa to our hou s e , bearing steaks , fresh Cal i fornia 

l ettuce , and other vegetables . We would have a feast and 

provi de an evening of rel axation over a drink . The ship ' s  

Captain o f fered to take anything back to the States for me , 

and to del iver it d i rectly to my wi f e  in San Franc i sco . My 

crui se boxes were l a shed down in a corner o f  the wardroom, 

where they would be s a f e  and dry throughout the trip home . 
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However , when exiting Pearl Harbor , the ANTIGUA wa s struck 

head-on in the bow by another f ri endly U . S . merchantman . A 

l a rge gash was made r i ght into the wardroom and my two cases  

fell  into the sea and were lost overboard . I submitted a 

c l a im ;  however the Navy Paymas ter could not honor such a 

c l a i m ,  because my s h i pment wa s not covered by an authent ic 

b i l l  o f  lading . Jus t  one more conti ngency o f  war . 

I arrived in San Franci s co by f ly i ng boat , and reported 

to the Commandant 1 2th Naval District for instruction s , prior 

to proceeding e a s tward to Washington . Here I was loaded down 

with new identi f ication cards and a l l  sorts o f  ration cards 

for ga s o l i ne , food , drink , etc . We had no such rat ioning in 

the Pa c i f i c , other than for a carton of c i ga rettes and a 

bottle o f  s pirits  month l y . 

I doubted the nece s s ity o f  a l l  thes e  rat i on coupons but 

I s oon l earned . I wa s reunited with my bride of three years 

previously , and proceeded toward my f i r s t  ma j o r  " booboo " . I 

changed into civi l i a n  c l othe s f or the f irst t ime , and we went 

for a walk to see the town and have dinner out . In the Mark 

Hopkins Hotel dining room , I a s ked the waitre s s  f or a second 

pat of butter ( I  had been given only one on my butter p l ate ) . 

The wa i tre s s  bl ared out for a l l  to hear ,  " Young man , don ' t  

you know there i s  a war on? " My w i f e  was s oon to inform me 

a l l  about thi s  s ystem o f  food rationi ng . I hadn ' t  s een 

anything l i ke i t , s ince my day s  i n  pre-WWI I Japan . 
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In San Franc i s co I wa s to have my very f i r s t  gl imp s e  of 

a Navy Wave in uni form . No f ema le in uni form o r  otherwi se 

was permitted in the Pac i f i c , unti l  a fter the f i ghting 

subs i ded . Heretofore , a l l  mi l i tary s ecretaries were mal e  

yeomen , b y  rating . 

Fo l l owing a day ' s  rest , I gathered up my ga s rati oning 

coupon s , keys , etc . and headed east by car to Washington . My 

wi f e  would remain behind , c lo s e  out the house , and arrange 

s h i pment of our hous ehold things to Wa sh ington . She would 

j oi n  me about a week or s o  l ater . One key on my ring wa s for 

a new type of gadget , a gas cap l ock , to prevent thieves from 

s i phoning of f prec ious gasol ine f rom the auto tank ( unheard 

of previou s l y ) .  With no s pare gas tank key ,  I had to a l ways 

remember to keep i t  in a s pec i a l  pocket o f  my j a cket . I t  

being December 1 9 4 4 ,  I chose the s outhern route ea s t , driving 

at a rapid rate , long hours da i l y . I noted my tank running 

l ow ,  s o  I stopped to f i l l  up with gas at the next sma l l  town . 

As the Gu l f  Sta t i on owner wa s f i l l ing up my car I got out to 

stretch and l ook up and down the s treet at the s ights . 

Directly acro s s  the street , I noti ced an o l d  wooden bui lding 

with a s ign s aying " NIMI T Z  HOTEL " , and thought nothing more 

about i t . I paid the gas s tation man , j umped into my car and 

conti nued on my j ourney eastward . As I drove , I happened to 

reco l l ect Admi ral Nimi tz once remarking that he was 

origina l ly from Texa s . Thi s  mus t  have been h i s  chi l dhood 
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home , I thought ,  and woul d one day veri f y  the matter . Toward 

a ft ernoon , my tank wa s runni ng low again , so I s topped at the 

nea re s t  stat ion in the next town . The station owner needed 

the tank key . I did not have it . I was in Loui s ana , abo ut 

to enter Mi s s i s s ippi and turn northward toward Wa shington 

D . C .  He a s ked where I had l a s t  f i l led up . I could not 

remember the name of the town . I then reca l l ed see ing the 

NIMI T Z  HOTEL s i gn acr o s s  the s treet . He repl ied , " Oh ,  that 

had to be Fredricksburg . I 1 l l c a l l  the station . "  He 

i n structed the telephone operator to connect him with the 

Gul f  Stat i on in Fredri cksburg , acro s s  the street f rom the 

Nimit z  Hotel . I n  a moment , the earl ier gas station operator 

wa s on the l ine . " Oh ,  yes , "  he s a i d , " The driver f i l l ed up 

here , and I l e ft h i s  tank key l aying on the pump . I ran 

a fter him a s  he pul l ed out , but coul d  not catch him to return 

h i s  key . However , the bus i s  due here in thi rty minute s . I 

w i l l  send the key with the driver and he wi l l  del iver it to 

your s t at i on at 8 : 0 0 in the morning . "  There was nothing for 

me to do , but to turn in for a good night 1 s  s l eep . I was up 

at 7 a . m . , the bus arrived on s chedul e  at 8 a . m . , and I was 

s oon on my way aga i n , with a ful l tank o f  gas . Thi s  wa s 

certainly f riendly ho spital i ty f rom the o l d  day s , and I could 

breathe a s igh o f  great rel i e f . 

I reported in to CNO and was immediately e s corted over 

to my new duty station on Nebraska Avenue . Thi s  was a huge 

l ayout , a former g i r l s 1 coll ege , taken over by the Navy i n  
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wart ime . I f i rst had to go through the proc e s s  o f  having my 

pi cture taken , and a spe c i a l  admittance pas s  proce s sed . Thi s 

wa s required to be worn around the neck at a l l  time s . Once 

past the s ix or eight Marine Guards with pi s tol s and r i f l es 

at the ready , I was us hered into the working area . There I 

met old acqua intance s and former language o f f i cer s , whom I 

hadn ' t  seen in years . The f a c i l ity was swarming with 

mi l i tary uni f orms of a l l  sort s , and a number of c i v i l ians 

( ma l e  and f ema l e ) in c ivi l i an dres s .  One qua int uni form 

appeared , by the s hade o f  color and i n s i gnia worn thereon , i t  

appeared to b e  U . S .  Navy , however the bottom w a s  a s kirt . 

The s e , I surmi s ed were the so-ca l l ed Waves , such a s  I had 

s een in San Franc i sco . In my of f i ce a lone , there were a 

do z en commi s s ioned Wave of f i cer s , and a hundred or more young 

enl i sted Wave s .  I wa s to learn l ater , that the o f f i cers we re 

col l ege graduates ,  whi l e  the enl i sted Waves had vo l unteered 

directly f rom h i gh s choo l . As f ar a s  the i r  usefulne s s  was 

concerned , I soon learned that the enl i sted Waves were eager , 

worked much harder , and were o ften superior in inte l l igence 

and more qui ckly comprehended a new a s s i gnment , with minimum 

i nstruction b1e forehand . 

After settl ing down to the new strange environment and 

great ly increased numbers of worke r s , my own operations we re 

no more than a continuance of the work I had been doing for 

the previous three years . However , the pace wa s greatly 

s l owed down . No longer did we work around the c lock - we 
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were a s s i gned regular o f f  ice hours l ike pre-war civi l ian 

o f f i ce hours . None o f  us from the field were accus tomed to 

thi s . 

The noi s e  level i n  the o f f i ce was h i gh ,  I thought , with 

people talking among thems e l ve s , and s hu f f l ing acro s s  the 

f lo or for no va l i d  reason . Thi s  was neve r tolerated i n  my 

previous of f i c e  experience . 

The bos s  man , Capt a i n  Red f ie l d  Ma s on , persona l ly 

s upervi sed and ran the o f f ice . He knew each and every forme r 

l anguage o f f icer , a s  we l l  a s  thei r  capabi l it i e s . As we would 

f inish a pi ece o f  work , he  would s e l ect and pas s  another to 

u s  individua l l y  to diagno s e . No longer were we working in a 

sma l l  outf i t  s uch a s  FruPac , where we would p i ck up a dozen 

such documents o f  accumu l ated mate r i a l  f rom the i ncoming 

stack at a time , and scan them for importance , and s olving a s  

w e  deemed nece s s ary . Our bo s s  in Wa shington wa s a sea soned 

and tra ined operator . He operated with tact i n  the monstrous 

Wa shington bureaucracy - who were we , j uniors , to que s t i on 

h i s  method s !  In FruPac we rea l l y  operated without a l eader , 

a fter Commander Roche fort wa s " f i red " by Wa shington in 1 9 4 3 . 

Roche f ort ' s  succe s sor at FruPac was a Navy Captain veteran , 

without Japane s e  experience , who was a s s igned to recuperate 

from his recent battl e  wounds .  He rea l ly never inqu ired into 

our work , nor i s s ued orders . He seemed to have no real 

i ntere s t  in our work , part i cu l ar l y , s ince he had had no 
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prev ious expe rience in cryptography . He never inter fered in 

the manner we were ope rati ng among ourselves s ince i t  was 

proceeding s o  we l l .  

My wi f e  arrived in Wa s hi ngton , and we bought a house in 

Bethesda , nearby the off i ce .  Soc i a l  l i fe began again with 

col l e agues from my contingent . I had s o  much s pare t ime on 

my hand s , worki ng of f ice hour s , that I undertook to f i n i s h  

o f f  the bas ement of o u r  home into a fami ly room , thereby 

increas ing the va l ue o f  the house near l y  2 5 % , when we s o l d  i t  

a l i tt l e  over a year l ater . 

The war ended in August 1 9 4 5 . There no l onger was a 

val i d  reas on , I f e l t , for l anguage o f f i ce r s  o f  the Navy to be 

t i ed down to desk j ob s  a shore . The re wa s a mad s cramb l e  

among my col league s t o  trans fer t o  s e a , s ince the ban had 

been l i fted , proh ibiting us from reque sting trans fer for the 

duration of the war . CNO decided that priority would be 

given to the mos t  senior l ine o f f icers ' requests f irst . Al l 

of  the regular l i ne Capta ins h ad been detached s hortly a fter 

the peace treaty had been s i gned in Tokyo Bay .  Many o f  the 

commanders had been a s s igned to new units be i ng organ i zed . 

I received orders to accompany the Strategi c  Bombi ng 

Survey to Japan . I could fathom no benef i t  to be had from 

such a mi s s ion at thi s  t ime . I pleaded with BuPe r s , that 

s ince I had s pent seven of the previous ei ght years deepl y 
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immer s ed in Japane s e ,  I could no l onger stand any more , and 

s ince the Pac i f i c  Wa r was ove r ,  I s imply had to get away , and 

a s ked for any a s s i gnment in Europe , or as f ar as I could get 

away f rom Japan . 

I was now the s en i or commander in the Washington o f f  ice 

and received orders des i gnat i ng me a s  commanding o f f icer , OP-

2 0 -G Z , relieving our former bo s s , Captain Red f ie l d  Ma s on . My 

next superior i n  the cha in of command , Capta in Joseph Wenger , 

c a l l ed me into h i s  o f f  ice and s a i d  that he wa s glad to have 

me rema in , and hoped that I woul d  stay on for at least a year 

to pick up the pieces and reorgani z e . I had no i ntenti on of 

doing s o , if  I could obtain an a s s i gnment at sea . My heart 

wa s no l onger in my wo rk . I cons i dered i t  entirely usel e s s . 

We now had captured code books for the f irst time , s o  the 

invi gorating puz z l e  s olving was el iminated . 

The most use f ul Re serve veterans o f  the war were gett ing 

out at once and entering bus in e s s  career s .  Many young 

pro f e s s i ona l s  had volunteered , and received advanced 

commi s s ions as l ieutenant or l ieutenant commander on entry 

into the servi ce . They conti nued to advance rapidly to 

commander and captain at desk j obs . Natural l y ,  they l iked 

the Navy , and cher i s hed thei r  read i l y  acqui red high rank . 

They wanted to remain in the s ervi ce . Systematica l l y  they 

s et up the i r  own jobs and bureaucra c ie s , within the exi s ting 

framework . 
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The l awye rs wrote up a new code , and seduced Congre s s  

into p a s s ing i t  into l aw ,  e l iminating the f ormer Navy l i ne 

o f f i cer l awyer s  a ltogether . ( By the new l aw ,  s even years ' 

s hore duty in Wa s hington was a requirement for j udge 

advocate . No seagoing , regular Navy o f f icer , trained in l aw ,  

could meet thi s  requirement and be promoted fu rther in 

grade . )  

The O S S  people returned from Europe . They teamed up 

with other s enior reserve o f f icers , advocating a separate 

Central Inte l l i gence Agency to s upervi s e  a i l  inte l l i gence 

activities  within the various s ervi ces . 

There were numerous advocates o f  a s eparate Ai r Force . 

Pre s i dent Truman ,  in an attempt to prevent a " s pin of f "  into 

various departments and activities , attempted to combine the 

Army and the Navy into one homogeneous organi z at ion with the 

s ame uniform throughout . Heated a rguments ,  pro and con , 

f i l l ed the Was h ington atmo s phere . When Congres s  tackled the 

b i l l  in 1 9 4 7  by so taking the bul l  by the horn s , they pa s sed 

a b i l l  creat ing a s eparate Ai r Force , and a l so a C . I . A .  

organ i zati on . Pre s ident Truman ' s  idea o f  a s ingle s ervice 

wa s turned around into f our separate bureaucrat i c  ent iti e s , 

in place o f  the former Army and Navy . 
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I was unsucce s s fu l  at a l l  attempt s  to be ordered to s ea 

duty , unti l  I happened upon my c l a s smate and former l anguage 

o f f icer , Commander F . R .  Biard , whom I had a s s i s ted in getting 

sett l ed in Tokyo , when he arrived in 1 9 3 9 . He had recentl y  

been at FruPac ,  and had been trans ferred to Wa shington about 

the s ame time I wa s ,  but managed to be released s hortly a fter 

V . J .  Day , to be a s s igned to the s ecurity and s c ient i f i c  

section , with dut i e s  connected with eval uati on of c a ptured 

enemy equipment f rom the Pa c i f i c  and European theaters . Now , 

to repay me , he sugge sted that he had an i de a . He was 

involved wit h  a Joint Tas k  Force being organi zed , to conduct 

tests on the atom bomb in the mid-Paci f i c . He was a member 

o f  the J2 ( Inte l l igence ) section o f  the staf f ,  under 

direction of an Army ma jor genera l .  There were s t i l l  a few 

b i l lets  to be f i l l e d ,  part i cu l ar l y  an a s s i stant for himsel f .  

I a greed heart i l y  - anything to obta in sea duty . Biard s poke 

to h i s  genera l  and received approval for h i s  sugge stion . I 

a s s ured him that we could work together in harmony , even 

though we were c l a s smate s . BuPers i s s ued my o f f i c i a l  orders 

within a matter o f  day s , a s s igning me to the sta f f  o f  Joint 

Ta s k  Fo rce ONE , commanded by Vi ce Admir a l  W . H . P .  Bl andy 

aboard Flagship USS MT . MCKINLEY in the Paci f i c . 

My immediate superior in OP- 2 0  questi oned me i f  I rea l l y  

wanted s uch duty , even though he wel l  knew that I needed sea 

duty , if I were to remai n  i n  the " Line " in the Navy . 

Fol l owing my a f f i rmat i ve rep l y , he concurred , thanked me for 
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my previous service s , and wished me we l l . 

I t  i s  to be noted that very few medal s ,  or even letters 

of  commendati on were pa s s ed out to radio inte l l i gence 

o f f i cers , for so-cal led " security reasons " .  One close  friend 

and forme r l anguage o f f i cer ( Commander A . L .  Bened i ct ) ,  who 

received no recognition for h i s  ha rd labor and success in the 

Pac i f i c ,  re s i gned on the spot a fter V . J .  Day , remarking that 

if he was of no more use to the Navy than that , he was 

getting out for good . 

Our house sold quickly i n  Bethe sda at a cons iderab l e  

. prof i t .  We packed up and returned to San Fran c i s co i n  May 

1 9 4 6 ,  and I reported a board MT . MCKINLEY . 

The job a s s igned to B iard and mys e l f  wa s entirely new to 

everyone . We were respons ible for security connected with 

the operation , part i cularly the civi l i an pas senger s ,  which 

cons i s ted o f  1 0 0  o r  more fore i gn o f f i c i a l s  f rom a broad , 

inc l ud ing the Rus s ians , invited f or the atom bomb tests , a s  

wel l  a s  a l i ke number of pre s s  and news medi a  reporters . We 

had to prepare s peci a l  pa s s e s  for a l l  o f  the s e , a s s i gn 

staterooms and dining f a ci l it ie s , and act a s  cru i se guide s , 

s o  to s peak . Al l went we l l  except for a minor d i f f i cu l ty 

with s ome of the American pre s s , who i n s i sted on secret ing 

hard l i quor aboard , whi ch i s  absolute l y  taboo on board Navy 

s hips . 
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Commander Biard had one add i t ional chore , a hol d-over 

f rom his previous job . He wa s compi l i ng the f i r s t  U . S .  Navy 

Secur ity Manua l .  He wa s we l l  a l ong on it in h i s  previous 

j ob ,  and volunteered to take i t  with him and comp lete the 

text on h i s  new a s s ignment . S i nce I wa s not too overworked , 

I of fered to he l p  out , on wri t ing the Security Manua l . By 

d i s cu s s ing various a spects between ourselve s , we were better 

able to set it a l l  down in print for the f ir s t  t ime . 

MT . MCKINLEY proceeded to Bikini Ato l l  to conduct the 

test s , f i r s t  an above water b l a s t , f o l l owed by a second 

underwater tes t  a f ew weeks l ater , over and below various 

target ships anchored i n  the l agoon o f  the atol l . The f ew 

res ident natives had been evacuated to Kwa j a l e in I sl and . 

There being no f ac i l ities  for recreati on a s hore , several 

beach parti e s  were organi zed for pa s s engers and crew . Beer 

and s andwi ches from the ship were served at these outings and 

a l l  concerned were happy . 

The f lagship , MT . MCKINLEY was s tationed f orward , 

nearest to the explos ion , for the obs ervation o f  the b l a s t  

and its  e f fect s .  Al l hands were orde red to close  thei r  eyes 

and turn away f or the initial b l a s t  and heat , and dark f i lm 

was provi ded a s  an added precaution for covering the eye s . 

The result ing high vertical pi l l ar 0£ sea water , surmounted 

with a huge mushroom c l oud , was t remendous to beho l d . There 

were no a fter e f f e ct s  to the observe r s , but many of the 
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target ships were severely damaged or de stroyed . 

U . D . T .  survey teams soon entered the l agoon to te s t  for 

radioactivity , ready to withdraw immediate l y ,  once 

contaminat i on a pproached the e s t imated maximum s a f e  leve l . 

Later the ships would be washed down to decre a se 

radioactivity , and be towed to the i r  destinat i on ,  in such 

places as Hawa i i , to conduct further det a i l ed examinations . 

Some severely damage d ships wou l d  be sunk rather than towed 

back toward the U . S . 

Many photographs were taken for res earch records and 

others for publ i cation , and s ometime s pre s entation to the 

v i s iting foreign o f f i c i a l s . Pa s s engers were warned in 

advance , that personal camera f i lm could be ruined by 

expo sure to the atomic radiation . Cons iderable s c ient i f i c  

data wa s o bta ined a s  wel l  a s  e stimat ed damage t o  ships . Thi s  

was a l l  systematica l l y comp i le d  over a n  extended period o f  

t ime . The who l e  operation wa s cons idered a tremendous 

succes s .  

I should menti on the crowded conditions on the f l agship . 

It was nece s sary to prov i de severa l seatings for mea l s  i n  the 

large wardroom . Al l o f f icers and guests had to doubl e  up in 

the staterooms . It i s  not uncommon f or j unior o f f i cers on 

board s h i p  to s hare a stateroom . However ,  a s  a s ta f f  
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commander , I and two other commanders s hared a sma l l  

s tateroom wi th a thre e-t iered bunk , i n  the place o f  the usual 

s ingle bunk . We pul l ed s traws for the initial bunk 

a s s ignment , then shi fted monthl y  therea fter . 

I had enough s pare time on my hands to get around among 

the various depa rtments of the s h i p ,  and reaccl imate mysel f 

to a l l  the operat i onal requi rements at sea . After the crui se 

ended , s hort a s  it was , I felt that I wa s again f u l l y  

qua l i f i e d  to handle any j o b  on board at sea . 

Be fore arriving back in San Franci s co in Se ptember 1 9 4 6 ,  

I was informed at sea , that my second daughter had been born 

at the Oak Kno l l  Nava l Hospital in San Franc i s co .  Upon 

arrival and before debarking , I was met on board by a 

d i s tr i ct mes s enger i n forming me , that I was to c a l l  

Wa s hington immed iately .  I could not imagine what i t  could be 

about , whether or not I was a bout to be court-ma rt i a l ed for 

being AWOL , or for e spionage charg e s  i n  connec t i on with my 

recent c l o s e  a s s ociat ion with f oreign mil itary persons on 

board MT . MCKINLEY , part i cularly the Ru s s ians . I tel ephoned 

the Wa shington number given by the me s s enger , identi f i ed 

myse l f  and a s ked to whom I was speaking . I t  was the BuPe rs 

Commander As s ignment O f f i cer . I he aved a s i gh o f  rel i e f . He 

inf ormed me that he had de s perate need for several regul ar 

" Line"  Commanders a s  Exe cutive O f f i cers f or new AA cruisers , 

soon to be commi s s ioned . Would I be intere sted? I rep l i ed , 
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" Ce rta inly , but I am f ive or s ix years j unior for s uch an 

honor . "  " Oh , "  he s a i d , " I  thought you were a commander . "  No 

sooner had I repl ied , " I  am , " than he cut in wit h ,  " Then , you 

are f u l l y  qua l i f ied . "  He of fered me a choice of several new 

s h i ps , nearing completion on the east coa s t , and o f fered me 

my choice . It made absolutely no di f ference to me , except 

that I would prefer one bound for the European theater . The 

det a i l  o f f i cer knew thi s  from h i s  record card for various 

individual regular o f f icer s . He we lcomed my hearty consent , 

and had ant i c ipated my a f f i rmative reply by having my 

o f f ic i a l  orders a l ready typed up . The se were ma i l e d  out the 

s ame a fternoon , and I wa s s oon on my way ea st , th i s  t ime to 

Kearny , N . J .  again , for complet i on bui l ding and to the 

Brookl yn Navy Yard f itting out o f , yet to be commi s s ioned , 

USS  FRESNO ( CL 1 2 1 ) , wi th barely a pas s ing greeting and 

f a rewe l l  to my young f ami l y ,  who were to rema i n  on in San 

Franc i s co , unti l  f inal operational dest ination could be 

determined in Washington . Named in honor o f  the c ity o f  

Fresno , Ca l i f ornia , i t  might b e  conj ectured that the s h i p  

would b e  a s s igned to the Paci f ic Fleet . 

The Commanding Of f i cer , Capta i n  El l iot B .  Straus s , 

s erved a s  U . S .  Naval Attache in London dur ing the war , wa s 

a l s o  probably l acking in sea duty a s  was I ,  the second in 

command . The depa rtment heads were a l l  l i eutenant 

commander s , having graduated f rom the Nava l Academy a year or 

two pr ior to Pea rl Harbor , but wel l -tra ined by experience at 
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sea during WWI I .  The l i eutenants and ens igns were genera l l y  

ex- en l i s ted men , who had worked u p  through the ranks to 

commi s s ion status , o r  recently graduated i nto commi s s i oned 

status . The crew wa s a mixture of a l l  sort o f  expe rience ; 

however , we had an a bundance of key petty o f f i ce r s . 

Organi z ing the crew , and a s s igning stations went 

smooth ly , ina smuch as I had benef ited from the experience o f  

having done i t  on two previous , new ship a s s ignment s . As 

cus toma ry , we condu cted shakedown training at Guantanamo , 

Cuba . Fo l lowing completion of training , we were di s patched on 

a peacetime shakedown crui se to i s l ands of the We st Indi es , 

and to Bra z i l  and Uruguay , for a s econd t ime in my career 

( previou s l y  in RANGER ) ,  to s how the f l ag among fore i gn 

nat i ona l s . 

In February 1 9 4 7 , FRESNO wa s a s s igned to Nor f o l k  Naval 

Shi pyard , and eventua l l y  her " home port " was de s i gnated as 

Norfo lk , Vi rgini a .  Thi s  meant that we would operate out o f  

Nor folk in the future , and that our f ami l ie s  could move i n  

and take u p  res idence , which we did . 

In May 1 9 4 7 , FRESNO s a i l ed for P lymouth , Engl and to act 

a s  stat i on ship ( and to provide moral support for the bombed 

out former inhab itant s ) .  Upon arriva l , we s aw f i rsthand that 

the deva station in the town was complete . The only ships 

l e ft in the harbor showed only the tops o f  their ma sts above 
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water . We became the sole  operational ves s e l  in the whol e  

ha rbor . 

A f ew o f  us wal ked a s hore , and found the who l e  town to 

be a ma s s  o f  rubb l e .  Bul ldo zers we re working feverishly to 

clear some of the de s truction , in an attempt to start l i fe 

anew . Unfortunate l y , none o f  us had a camera to record the 

devas tation . 

In P l ymouth we were under the operational control o f  

C i nCNel m ,  Admi ral R . L .  Conol l y  i n  London . With no s pec i f i c 

dut i e s  to perf orm , we operated at sea o f f  P l ymouth , to train 

in gunnery and exer c i s e  the c rew at emergency d r i l l s . Soon , 

Admi ral Cono l l y  orde red us up the Thame s River to London , in 

preparat ion for h i s  p l anned trip to a l l  the nations of  

We s tern Europe and the Med iterranean to " s how the f l ag " . 

Admiral Cono l l y  came out o f  WWI I a s  a f amou s  commander 

of amphibious operations in the European theater . He had 

been per sona l l y  decorated by the heads of state of mos t  a l l  

o f  the We s tern a l l ie s . In fact , he wa s the most decorated 

U . S . Navy admi ral I have ever heard o f , and he wa s proud to 

wea r every r i bbon . Upon arriva l , the Captain o f  FRESNO 

hastened a s hore to ca l l  on the " bos s " , h i s  o l d , very c l o s e  

f r i end , Admiral Conol l y .  I l ater went over and cal led on the 

Chief  of  Sta f f  to pay my respe ct s  ( RADM Ragsda l e , nava l 

aviator and former shipmate f rom RANGER days ) .  He was happy 
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to s ee me again , and to remini s ce over o l den days , a fter 1 2  

yea r s . I f requented h i s  o f f ice regu l a r l y  and became wel l  

acquainted with the s ta f f  o f f icer s . As Exe cutive o f  the 

FRESNO , I was acce pted as one of them , and had acce s s  to the 

Admiral ' s  admini strative o f f ice and coffee pot . I coul d , in 

th i s  way , pick up p ieces of informat i on concerning what wa s 

in s to re for FRESNO , regarding future operations . 

For the v i s i t  to We stern European countr i e s , the Admiral 

pl anned to take along only his  inte l l igence o f f i cer , Captain 

Gi l l  Ri chards on , a s  h i s  acting Chief  o f  Sta f f ,  and Flag Aide . 

Thi s  made i t  easy for FRESNO , s ince we had onl y l imited 

space , whi ch coul d  be u s ed for a staf f .  Captain Richard s on 

was a former Japanese l anguage col league and housemate o f  

mine in Karu i zawa , Japan , in 1 9 3 8 . Ri chardson v i s ited a l l  

the s e  countr i e s  in advance , and inf ormed the authorities o f  

the p l anned t r i p  o f  Admi ral Conol l y .  "Woul d  h e  b e  wel come , 

and would he be o f f i c i a l l y  feted ? " " So and s o "  i s  presenting 

him with a second decoration , for your information onl y .  

Mi ght you d o  l ikewi se ,  s o  a s  not t o  be outdone by your r ival 

neighbor , etc . ? "  Richardson returned to London with the 

pl anned trip approximately charted out . 

We s a i l ed s ho rt l y , v i s it i ng mos t  o f  the countr ies o f  

We s tern Europe , then dropped s outh i nto the Mediterranean 

l ate r , where we made the s ame type of v i s i t s  to Southern 

Europe and North Af rica . 
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In each country vi s ited , the Head o f  State or Prime 

Mini ster was invited on board for l unch and an inspe ct i on o f  

the shi p .  A l a rger party at a d i f ferent time was l ai d  o n  f or 

other o f f i c i a l s  and import ant c i t i zens . 

The Admi ral was pub l i c ly wel comed everywhere we v i s ited 

and lavishly enterta ined a s hore . The s h i p ' s  company wa s not 

neg l e cted . 

Returning to London to o f f load the Admira l ,  I made my 

usual friendl y  v i s it to headquarters , and ca l l ed on the sta f f  

o f f i cers t o  uno f f i c i a l l y  report o n  our crui se .  My o l d  

f r iend , the chi e f  of  staf f , h a d  cal l ed me into h i s  o f f i ce 

with something on h i s  mind . Point b l ank , he s a i d , "What ' s  

wrong with that s o-and-so capta in o f  yours ? "  I repl ied , 

" Admi r a l , absolutely nothing . He ' s  the best capt a i n  I ever 

s erved wit h . Why? What d i d  he do? " The chi e f  of s t a f f  

repl ied , "We l l , h e  came bouncing in here and went d i rectly t o  

Admi ral Conol l y ' s  o f f i ce , without coming through me . I 

didn ' t  even know o f  i t , unti l  Admiral Cono l l y  s poke to me 

about i t . "  I could only make excus e e  s uch a s , " Oh ,  we l l , 

they are o l d  buddies , and my Captain probably was rushed at 

the time and didn ' t  think much a bout i t . Al so , he l ived here 

throughout the war , and knows his way around pretty wel l . " 

Admi ral Rags da l e  was very angry , I coul d  tel l f rom h i s  f a ce 

turning a bright red , as i t  d i d  in the o l d  RANGER when , a s  
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As s i s tant Ai r Operat i ons , he woul d  become ups et over 

some thi ng minor . 

I wandered into the executive o f f ice to s noop a round the 

correspondence baskets as usual . Suddenl y ,  I noti c ed a pi l e  

o f  o f f i cer f itne s s  reports a n d  glanced through the names t o  

see , i f  there was anyone I wa s interested i n . There was one 

for my Captain , and i t  was a ve ry poor report . Why coul d  i t  

be ? And why was it al ready s igned b y  Admi ral Conol ly ?  Thi s  

d i dn ' t  make sens e ,  but i t  could prevent my Captain from being 

s e le cted for promotion to Rear Admiral . I s earched furthe r .  

By a s king innocuous que stions among my f r iends on the sta f f ,  

I l earned that Admiral Cono l l y  d idn ' t  do much paper work 

h ims e l f ,  but rel ied on h i s  s t a f f , and wou l d  s ign anything 

that wa s pre sented to him for s ignature , without reading i t . 

However , what s tumped me wa s ,  that by Navy regul ations , the 

senior o f f i cer is pers onal ly respon s ib l e  for f i l l ing out the 

f i tness report of every o f f icer under h i s  command . The s t a f f  

o f f icers even made excuses to me , that Admi ral Conol ly was 

comp l etely exhausted a s  a result of the w a r ,  and had a perfect 

r i ght to rely on his chief of  sta f f  to do all the paperwork . 

Now I could a s s oc i ate the earl ier remarks by the chi e f  o f  

s t a f f  and the f i tne s s  report . 

I could not report my f inding s to my Capta i n .  I t  would 

have been deva stating . There was abso l utely no s o lut ion that 

could have corrected the f a l s e  report ing at this point . 
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Capt a i n  Strauss was not s e le cted for promotion to Rea r  

Admira l . H e  i s  s t i l l  l iving in Washington at a g e  8 5 . We 

corres pond regularly . 

Many o f  the s cars o f  WW I I  bombing by the Germans were 

s t i l l  v i s ible throughout London . The deva station of 

Amsterdam Harbor , howeve r ,  was one o f  the mo st complete 

des tructions I have ever witne s sed . Before WWII , Amsterdam 

had been a l e ad ing commerc i a l  port , but now the harbor was 

f i l l ed with sunken merchantme n ,  s howing only the top o f  their 

mainma s t , or a marker buoy s igni f y ing a sunken wreck . Ski l led 

pi lots had no easy time of maneuver ing FRESNO a round a l l  

the s e  s unken wrecks , wh ich were being removed a s  rapidly a s  

pos s i bl e ,  with such e quipment a s  wa s avai l abl e . 

By l ate November 1 9 4 7 , FRESNO wa s ordered back to the 

U . S . A . home port at Nor f ol k ,  and immediately in December 

orde red on a c la s s i f ied mi s s ion to Ri o de Jane i ro , Bra z i l , 

with a f l ag o f f i cer on board for the tri p .  Thi s wa s my thi rd 

crui se to Rio on board a Navy shi p .  On our return t o  Nor f o l k  

t o  d i s embark the Flag , Captain Straus s  rece ived h i s  trans f e r  

orders a fter the normal one-year tour . He was r e l i eved by 

Captain W . G .  Miche l et . 

In January 1 9 4 8 , FRESNO departed Norfolk , Vi rginia on 

her s e cond deployment to We stern Europe . We a s s umed that the 

cru i s e  would l a s t  f o r  about s i x  month s , the normal deployment 
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t ime away f rom home port . 

Enroute , we happened to run into a storm which seemed to 

stay with us . From an examination o f  the Atl a nt i c  Ocean 

atmo s pheric pres sure s ystems , it was read i l y  apparent that we 

were near the eye of the storm ,  moving a long on the s ame 

cour s e , and s l owing our own s peed to match that of the s torm . 

The s impl e  solution i n  s uch a s i tuat i on i s  to change cour s e  

and head toward the s a f e  semi - c i rc l e . The new CO , a l though 

an exper i enced aviation pi l ot , had previously l ittle 

s h i pboard exper ience . FRESNO wa s h i s  f i r s t  heavy warship 

command , to qua l i fy him f or con s i derat ion f or advancement to 

f l ag rank . He wa s b l e s sed with a now experienced crew and 

capable o f f i ce r s ; however , he re fused to accept any advice 

f rom his executive o f f i cer initia l l y ,  nor his nav i gator and 

other department head s . The ship continued to take a 

pounding from the seas and no operations could be 

accomp l i shed on board . The high waves began to bend over the 

s tanchions , and the motor wha l e  boat was destroyed . The senior 

o f f i cers became nervous and p leaded with me constant l y ,  to 

change cours e  to get out of the eye o f  the storm ,  but I was 

hel ple s s  in try ing to conv ince the new captain to take 

avoiding act i on . Our e st imated arrival t ime in Eng l and was 

a l ready several days del ayed , and CinCNe lm ( Admiral Conol l y ) 

was natur a l l y  concerned a s  we l l .  We f in a l l y  d i d  make port 

exactly one week l ate . CinCNelm was gre atly rel ieved . The 

o f f i c i a l  report o f  our expe r iences enroute were entirely the 
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per sonal bel ie f s  of  the CO , and h i s  criti c i sm o f  BuShips  

des i gners back in Wa shington , and poor shipyard workmans hi p . 

Thi s  was not f act and we a l l  knew i t ; however , we could not 

convince the captain otherwi se . We were sent to the 

Portsmouth , Engl and , Nava l Shi pyard for emergency repai r s  

conne cted with the storm damage . 

From thi s  point on , the CO immersed himsel f in wr iting 

o f f i c i a l  ( and persona l ) letters to CNO and BuSh ips 

compl aining about FRESNO ' S  des ign and utter uns eaworthines s . 

He pleaded that a l l  s i sterships in the CL ( AA )  c l a s s  be taken 

out of servi ce immedi a te l y . I ,  and other ship ' s  o f f icers , 

con j ectured , that our s ki l l fu l  a i rcraft CO wa s operating the 

ship as an av i ator , i . e .  avo iding a c loud bank i f  s i ghted up 

ahead , but if entered unavoi dabl y ,  j us t  p l owing through i t ,  

hoping to come out s a f ely . Thi s has  never worked out in ship 

navi gat ion . 

CinCNe lm eventua l ly commended our Captain for the s a f e  

arrival of  the ship b a c k  i n  port , and a l l owed us independent 

o perati ng t ime at sea , to bring the ship up to standards o f  

appearance , and t ime f or tra ining and gunnery exer c i s e s . We 

made a return v i s i t  to P l ymouth , England , our original 

stat ion ship a s s ignment , to reas sure the l oca l s ,  who we re 

making rema rkabl e  strides in rebu i l d ing the i r  bombed out 

city . 
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We were reca l l ed to London to part i c i pate in the 

dedication of the Roosevel t  Monument in Hyde Park , directly 

acro s s  from the Amer i can Embas s y  in London . We provided a 

marching conti ngent of a hundred or s o  crew members to 

part i c i pate in the parade for the occa s i on .  The l ate 

President ' s  widow , El eanor Rooseve l t , wa s the honor gues t  for 

the dedi cat ion . 

The f o l l owing day , our captain undertook to invite the 

widow Roo seve l t  on board to i nspect the FRESNO and to have 

l unch . Be ing a ho l i da y , hal f the crew wa s on l ibe rty a shore . 

The rema ining ha l f  on board were mo stly i n  their bunks , 

resting , i f  not on watch or a s s i gned to s pe c i a l  dut i e s  for 

Mrs . Roo sevel t ' s  vi s i t . Fo l l owing lunch , Eleanor Rooseve l t  

d i d  not part i cu l arly care t o  l ook around the s hi p ; however , 

she d i d  have one s pec i f i c  reque s t . She wanted to meet a l l  

the American bl ack s a i l ors . FRESNO wa s one o f  the f i rs t  

s h i p s  t o  integrate the crew . Blacks , for the f i rs t  time , 

were a s s igned deck and engineering stations , and a l l owed to 

compete for h i gher advanceme nt . Ten percent o f  our 

compl ement was black . Heretofore , only Fi l i ppino cooks and 

s tewards were to be s een on board s hi p . To comply with 

El eanor ' s  reque s t , it wa s nece s s ary to rouse a l l  the negro 

s a i lors from thei r  bunk s , whi l e  the wh ite ratings do zed on . 

Th i s  wasn ' t  popu l a r  with the b l acks , who had to get dre s sed 

at once in impeccable whites and a ppear on deck , whe re they 

were formed on the foc 1 s 1 l e for Mr s .  Roo seve l t  to in spect . 
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When a l l  was ready , the former F i r st Lady went down the 

rank s , s topping in front of each man to chat for several 

minutes , about the i r  f ami ly and sweetheart s ,  where in the 

U . S .  they had origina l ly come f rom , and how they l i ked thei r  

duty on board . The se " human intere s t "  repl i e s  were j u s t  the 

right stor i e s , that Eleanor need ed for her dai ly syndicated 

art i c l e s  appearing in news papers throughout the U . S . A . The 

bl ack l ads coul d now wr ite home tel l ing the i r  f o l k s , that 

they had persona l l y  chatted with the former wi dowed First 

Lady . Their orig ina l ange r ,  turning into embarras sment , at 

being face to f ace with s uch a h i gh personage , s oon died down 

and they reverted to being happy aga i n  a s  a regular crew 

member . 

When conducting training exerci s e s  and gun f i ring 

practices around the s outhern coa st o f  Engl and , we would 

o f  ten enter port and anchor f or the night to prov i de a good 

night of s l eep for a ma j or i ty of the ship ' s  company . The 

f i r s t  night we did thi s , we had an unexpe cted v i s it from the 

manager of a l ocal beach hote l . He came to invite a dozen or 

s o  ship ' s  o f f i cers ashore to v i s i t  hi s e stabl i s hment , to have 

dinner on the house . Thi s  was Bri ghton Beach in Southern 

Engl and . Re cover ing from the war , touri sm was being 

redevel oped qui ckly a l ong the south coast . Large groups o f  

unattached women , mainly s choo l teachers , f l ocked t o  the 

beach resorts in the s unny s outhern regions . There were few 

men to go around , and the beach hot e l s  we lcomed unattached 
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male s , and part icularly uni formed o f f icers s cattered around 

the di ning room . The touring l ad i e s  were per s ona l l y  advi sed 

to go out and invite any man in uni form to dinner , free , on 

the hous e .  ( Their own mea l s  had a l ready been inc luded in 

thei r  package deal ahead o f  time ) . Thi s  became a popular 

promot ional i dea for the Bri t i s h  resort manage r s , and provided 

wel come recreation and experience for uni niti ated Ameri cans . 

Howeve r ,  the standard f are o f  l amb or s ausage , potatoe s , and 

cabbage could hardly compare to the s teak and hamburgers 

served on board Ameri can ships . 

I n  June 1 9 4 8 , FRESNO , having comp l eted her second 

deployment to Europe , was ordered back to her home port o f  

Norf o lk , Vi rginia , where s h e  received a repla cement f o r  the 

destroyed motor wha l e  boat , and additional upkeep time in the 

Navy Yard . 

Wi th no advance warning , I suddenly rece ived orders to 

the Naval War Col lege , Newport , Rhode I s l and . My s ucce s sor 

arr ived two days l ater and took over as Exe cutive Of ficer . 

FRESNO did not return to Europe , but wa s s oon s cheduled f or 

decommi s s ioning . Captain Michelet was trans ferred , and my 

succe s sor took over a s  acting ski pper to lay up the s h i p  i n  

" moth bal l s " . The s ame f ate was s oon to happen to o ther 

ships o f  the c l a s s . What a s hame ! The only expl anation wa s 

that upon arrival in Nor fo l k , the capt a in had gone directly 

to Washington to plead his case and had won . I packed up my 
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f ami ly and moved to Newport , Rhode I s l and . 

Upon a rriva l at the Wa r Co l l ege , I was a s s igned to 

government dupl ex hous ing in the Navy Anchorage Apartments 

complex , nearby Gate 4 .  

My orders spec i f ied the Junior Course for commanders and 

l ieutenant commander s  - only capta ins and the more senior 

o f f i cers were ordered to the Sen ior Course . The Navy 

Department pol icy at the t ime wa s to a s s ign to the War 

Co l lege ma inly those o f f icers , mo st recently returning f rom 

sea duty , who coul d  exchange the l atest f l eet operations 

developments with other s tudent s . 

Newport , at that time , was a navy town , rival led only by 

Nor folk , Vi rg i n ia ,  a s  a naval b a s e  with f aci l i t i e s  on the east 

coast . Ship ' s  company would f l ock a shore in the l ate 

a f te rnoon or evening , for s hoppi ng and entertainment . Shi ps 

l iberty boats would dock on South Thame s Street , near the 

ferry l anding f rom Jamestown . Ea ch navy ship would a s s i gn 

one o f f icer and several enl i s ted men to s hore patrol duty , 

with headqua rters at the l ocal pol i ce station . ( Th i s  was the 

usua l  procedure at every port v i s ited by a naval ve s se l  at 

home or abroad ) .  The Newport Pol i ce force cons i sted o f  only 

a f ew po l i cemen , s ince the Navy Shore Patrol patrol led the 

Thame s Street area and vicinit y ,  and kept the navy personnel 

i n  l ine . I f  a s a i lor a ppeared to h ave had enough beer to 
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drink , he was quiet l y ,  but f orcefu l l y ,  returned to h i s  s hi p  

to s leep i t  of f ,  receiving n o  pol i ce c itat i on . The navy 

uni form merchant s and shopkeeper s  on Thame s Street carried on 

a pros perous busine s s  with v i s i t ing ships . Enl i sted men 

preferred the wider bel l -bottom trousers and ins ide 

gold -embroidered j umpers to be purchas ed f rom l ocal s hop s , 

whi ch were not " regu l ation" for wearing on board ship , but 

were s aved f or l e ave , and trips to the i r  home town to v i s i t  

rel ative s . O f f i cers preferred the i r  uni forms made from the 

h i gher grade c loth and workmanship of hand sewing by local 

ta i l or s ,  e s pe c i a l l y  whe n  the cost was no more then s tandard 

navy uni forms . The se modi f i cations met the regul ation 

uni fo rm requirement s ,  but a l s o  l ooke d more sty l i s h  and 

wel l - f itted . 

Newporters were proud o f  the navy and the i r  

instal l at ions here which w a s  the only bas i s  o f  the l o c a l  

economy . Many navy , a s  wel l  a s  a rmy f ami l ies , l ived and came 

to retire in Newport . Var ious s treets are named for f amous 

Admi r al s , such a s  Perry Street , o f f  Be l levue Avenue , named 

for Commodore Perry who opened Japan to f oreign trade in 

1 8 5 3 ; and Admiral Kal b f u s  Road l e ading to the Navy Ba s e , 

where he had recentl y  been in command . 

The Jun i or C l a s s  at the NWC in 1 9 4 8  wa s a s s i gned to the 

top ( th i rd ) f loor o f f ices of Luce Ha l l , three or four 

o f f i cers to each room . 

9 0  



The Senior C l a s s  was a s s igned to the second f l oor o f  

Luce , with a sma l l  over f l ow into P r ingle Ha l l . Sta f f  and 

ins tructor o f f i ces were l ocated on the f i r s t  f loor . 

The curricula o f  both c l a s s e s  we re tied into each other . 

Both c l a s s e s  attended the u s ua l s t a f f  l ecture each morning at 

1 1 : 0 0 in the Mahan Ha l l  Auditorium .  An out s ide c i v i l ian 

le cturer was s ometime s s ub s t i tuted . 

The Senior Course was headed by Capt ai n  Bern Ander son , a 

recogni zed s trategist and l eader , who wa s reti red i n  1 9 5 1 but 

recal l ed in 1 9 5 2 , serving unt i l  ( three years before h i s  

deat h ) 1 9 6 0 . 

The Junior Course was d irected by Captain Cl aude 

Ri ckett s ,  who was l ater selected and promoted to Admi ral . 

I n  addition , there was a Log i s t i c s  Cl a s s  under the 

direction of Captain Henry Ecc l e s , which wa s separately 

e s ta b l i shed and conducted in Sims Hal l .  The c l a s s  itse l f  

cons i s t ed mainly o f  Juni or Suppl y  Corps O f f i cers . 

The Junior Cou rse cons i s ted o f  working ma inly i n  our 

respective rooms . Each week , Captain Ricketts would 

per sona l ly de s i gn a tactical  problem, which we were requi r ed 

to s olve . We would f i r s t  consult with our roommates to 

determine a feas ible s o lution , u s ing the knowledge o f  an 
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avi ator , submariner , or other s pec i a l i st in mine war f a re or 

sur f ace ship operator as ava i lable . Then we would go to work 

to prepare s ketches and typewr itten orders , or s chedu l e  as 

a ppropr i ate . Ca pta in Ri ckett s ,  who had only a l i eutenant 

commander a s s i stant , would persona l l y  co rrect the se papers , 

and return them within a matter of days . 

We were a s s igned a l i s t  o f  books to read during the term 

at our l e i s ure . The s e  books deal t  ma inly i n  s trategy and 

tact i c s , and were ava i l able from the NWC l ibrary . 

One f u l l  week or more wa s s pent on International Law and 

case hi stories . Various s e s s ions we re conducted j o intly with 

the Sen i or Course o f f i cers , to d i s cu s s  the pro and con of 

certain case s . Thi s part o f  the course turned out to be most 

intere sting and u s e f ul to the s tudent s . 

Twi ce during the cours e ,  we met j o i ntly with the Seni or 

C l a s s  to play a ma jor war game on the f l oor o f  Pringle Ha l l , 

u s ing toy ships and a i rcraft , to s imul ate actua l forces . The 

Senior Of f i cers were a s s igned as force and group commander s , 

whi l e  the Junior Of f i cers served a s  thei r a s s i stant s . Sta f f  

member s  acted a s  referee s , and a s s igned pena l t i e s  and l o s s  o f  

units among the operating forces , t o  add rea l i sm t o  the war 

game . The se a s s e s sments o f  casualties we re nece s sa r i l y  

arbitrary in s ome c a s e s  o n  the part o f  the re ferees , t o  

render the game s more interesting t o  the p l ayer s .  The f ina l 
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outcome wa s usua l l y  c lose to a draw , so a s  not to hurt the 

feel ings of the p laye r s  unneces s ari l y .  The overa l l  games 

served the ir purpo s e , in provid ing u s e ful experience . 

One s hort course in Logi s t i c s , l a s t i ng only several 

days , wa s held jointly with the Senior Clas s . Onl y  theory 

was touched on , wh ich most o f f i cers were a l ready cogni zant o f  

and rel i ed o n  thei r  supply o f f i cers to hand le the detai l s . 

The l atest accepted tact i c s  in underway replen i s hment , wh ich 

was developed during WWI I ,  were not d i s cu s sed . Thi s  

operation permitted our ships t o  remain on s tation i n  the war 

zone for an i nde f inite period , without returning to port f or 

fuel oi l ,  food and other suppl ie s ,  not t o  mention mail . I t  

was now s tandard procedure in the navy to conduct at least 

one underway repl en i s hment at sea dr i l l  every year . On my 

previous shi p ,  FRESNO , neither the capta in nor I had a ctua l l y  

witne s s ed such a n  evo l ution ; neverthe le s s , we had d i s cu s s ed 

i t ,  and between us had decided on , how we would exe cute the 

maneuver i f  ever c a l l e d  upon to perform i t . Many o f  u s  f e lt 

the l og i s t i c s  ins truction l e ft much to be de s i red . However ,  

s ince i t  was a separate ent ity f rom the NWC proper , nothing 

much was done a bout i t . 

For recreat i on , go l f ers could j o i n  one o f  s ever a l  loca l , 

privately owned c l ubs . Thes e  were open to wives a s  we l l ,  and 

were very popul ar . In add i t i on ,  the War Co l l ege tenn i s  

courts were ava i lable at n o  charge . Other students could f orm 
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teams and use the War Col lege bowl ing a l leys at a nominal 

fee . 

By the f inal  month of the cour s e , a l l  s tudents were 

requi red to turn in a the s i s . Sub j ect s , such in strategy , 

coul d  be s e l ected by the individual s tudent , but had to be 

approved by the d i rector at the beginning to the course . 

Th i s  requi red cons iderable outs i de research and study . By 

l earning h ow to type by the " hunt and peck " system ,  doing my 

weekly a s s ignments ,  I decided I would have enough time at 

nigh t , to type up my whol e  the s i s  and save the cost o f  hiring 

typ i s t s , wh ich were ava i l able at s o  much per page . I barely 

made the f inal date ; however , I did receive a very good grade 

which I hardly thought I de s e rve d .  I have been u s ing my 

sel f-taught typing ski l l  ever s ince . 

I ndividual photos were taken o f  the ent i re s tudent body , 

and the se were made up i nto compos ite productions ( nearly two 

f eet s quare ) for more rapid recogn ition by s t a f f  and s tudent s 

al ike . ( A  f ew years ago , I turned over my retained cop i e s  to 

the NWC archive s to as s i st i n  augmenting thei r  hi storical 

c o l l ection . )  

As the course was nearing comp l et i on ,  I heard from a 

f r i end i n  the P l ans Divis ion o f  the Navy Department i n  

Wa shington , that they h a d  reque s ted my service s , but that the 

Bureau o f  Personnel h ad l ikewi se wanted me to come work for 
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them . Ac cord ing l y , no dec i s i on had yet been made . When I 

made thi s known only to my wi f e , s he announced her refu s a l  to 

return to Washington f or duty . To keep peace in the f ami l y , 

I let i t  be known to Captain Rickett s , my course chie f , that 

I would l ike to stay on in Newport . Within a week or two , I 

received my o f f i c i a l  orders to the War C o l l ege Sta f f . 

With orders in h and , and knowing that the tour at NWC 

would probably continue for a nother two years , I went a bout 

searching for a home to purcha s e . Furthermore , knowing that 

my navy career was probably hal f  over , I would need a place 

to ret i re . I knew o f  one de s i rable house away from the city 

tra f f i c  a long the Cl i f f  Wa l k ,  with pl enty o f  yard f o r  the 

chi l dren to play . It had been purchased only recent ly by the 

retir ing Ma rine general in command of the l arge marine 

cont ingent stationed on the nava l base . Foll owing 

retirement , the genera l ' s  wi fe suf fered a " l et down " , 

rea l i z ing that she was no l onger known a s , or treated a s , the 

" Commanding Genera l ' s  l ady " . She accordingly announced that 

they were going to de sert Newport , and move to Ca l i f orni a ,  

where they had l e ft many f riends , or s o  she thought . I 

da shed right ove r ,  and made a dea l  with the genera l on the 

s pot wi thout waiting , and be fore i t  wa s p laced on the market . 

I am s t i l l  l iving there i n  my reti rement . 

The final  week of the course wa s a joint s ympo s ium , 

bringing together both Junior and Senior Course O f f icers . 
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The s e  were known a s  the " Annua l Global Strategy D i s c u s s ions " ,  

referred to a l s o  a s  " Round Tabl e  Tal k s " .  Each table 

cons i sted o f  about six s tudents o f  the two c l a s s e s , several 

civi l i ans f rom bus ines s e s  and i ndus try , and a sta f f  monitor , 

who coul d  inter j ect que s t i ons on various sub j e ct s  to generate 

l ively di s cu s s ion . Thi s  annual s ympos i um generated 

enthus i a sm, e s peci a l l y  among the invited civi l i an and 

mi l itary gue sts from across  the country , increas ingl y  as the 

ye ars went by . 

America at t h i s  time was a country o f  one-car f ami l ie s . 

Students and s t a f f  formed car poo l s  for driving to NWC , s o  a s  

t o  l e ave the f ami ly car at home , except for o n e  day a week . 

Ac cord ingl y ,  there wa s no parking problem at any time . It wa s 

d i f f icult to buy a new car a s  l ate a s  f our years fol lowing 

ces s at i on of hosti l i t i e s . The Ameri can manuf acturers had not 

as yet completely retooled for a return to produc ing civi l i an 

nece s s it i e s . Cars in use were o f  ma inly pre-WWI I v intage . 

During the f inal week of s tudies at NWC , the local Mercury 

dea l e r  received a l arge shipment o f  new cars . The se were 

immed i ate ly bought up by student s ,  who had received orde rs to 

Florida or the we st coa s t . Natura l l y ,  they con s i dered 

themselves f ortunate in being able to l oad the ir f ami l i e s  

i nto a brand new car and take of f .  The bad news wa s that in 

s everal ins tances the cha s s i s  of the new car buckled due to 

the we i ght o f  the occupant s . Eventua l ly ,  the manuf a cturer 

made . good on the replacement , but only a fter con s i derable 
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inconvenience on the part o f  the owners . 

Fol l owi ng gradua t i on , I immediately carried out my new 

orders as a ful l - f ledged s t a f f  o f f icer . 

Commander J . C .  Wyl ie , who had a l so just graduated ,  wa s 

reta ined at the Co l l ege to continue further stud i e s  and 

strateg i c  planning without anci l l ary sta f f  dut i e s . Thi s  was 

the f i r s t  time any s uch postgraduate work was instituted at 

NWC . I unders tood at the time that there were to eventual l y  

b e  three such re s earchers ; however ,  I d o  not know any further 

detai l s .  

I was a s s igned to the Inte l l igence Department . Another 

recently graduated student , Commander J . O . Cobb , was l i kewi se 

a s s igned to thi s  department . The department name wa s a 

mi snomer , ina smuch a s  there were no a ctual int e l l igence 

dut i e s  to be per f o rmed at the Col lege . 

Commander Cobb and I worked in con j uncti on , handl ing a l l  

mi s ce l l aneous a s s ignments which were a s s igned to 

Inte l l igence , under the d irec t i on o f  a navy capta i n . Our 

f i rst a s s ignment was to prepare pres entat ions on world events 

and geopol i t i c s  for the s tudent body . Between our s e l ve s , we 

dec ided that I would a s s ume re spons ibi l ity f o r  del ivering the 

l atest world news ( c l a s s i fied as " Conf identi a l '' wor l d  

deve l opments ) ,  and Cobb wou l d  l e ct ure on wor ld geography and 
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geopol i t i c s . Both sub j ects had bee n serious ly l acking i n  the 

earl ier curri c u l um .  

I n  addition , I was de s i gnated a s  Reg i stered Pub l i c at ions 

O f f i cer . Thi s  wa s a minor chore with a young Wave ens i gn 

a s s i s tant hand l ing cus tody , and personal l y  receiving 

s i gnature s o f  each student , who checked out regi stered 

pub l i cati on s  in the cour se of the i r  studi e s . My 

respons i b i l ity was merely s upervi sory , and s i ghting of the 

regul a r  inventory accounting for a l l  regi stered pub l i cations . 

In addit ion , I usua l ly s pot-checked a l l  o f f ices at the end o f  

the working day , to a s certain that c l as s i f ied documents had 

not been l e ft lying about , and that a l l  safes were l ocked . At 

the beginning of the year , d i s crepanc i e s  were not uncommon . 

I would cal l the o f f i cer concerned , at h i s  home , and have him 

return to the Co l l ege immediately to correct the d i s crepancy . 

A l ittle o f  thi s  treatment soon e l iminated the forgetfulne s s  

habit o f  s ome s tudent s and sta f f  members a s  we l l .  I n  

addition , marine guards were stat ioned o n  a l l  doors , and 

non-NWC members without the proper i de nt i f ication pa s s , could 

not be admitted , unle s s  a ccompanied by an authori zed occupant 

of the bu i lding . 

I was a l so de s i gnated a s  Library O f f icer , with no 

s pec i f i c  duties as s uch . The NWC l ibrary was headed by Mrs . 

Emi l y  He f fernan , a Newport native , who s t i l l  r e s i de s  here in 

retirement . I vi s ited the l ibrary f re quentl y  to obs erve what 
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was going on , and to see what a ctual use wa s being made o f  

the f ac i l ities  provided .  Mr s . He f fe rnan was very e f f i c ient 

f rom her many years o f  expe r i ence on the j o b .  Once a week , I 

wou l d  s i t  down wi th her , to a s certain that s he had ordered 

cop i e s  of new books concerning mi l i tary topi c s , wh ich were 

being pub l i s hed at a rapid pace during that period . She 

appreci ated my a s s i stance in the event I had heard of a new 

book that s he had m i s s ed . 

My main duty was to prepare and del iver l e ctures on 

current devel o pments around the wor l d . The entire s ta f f  

gathered i n  the auditorium early the f i rst summer , to 

critique the lectures of other s ta f f  o f f i cers , in preparation 

for the opening o f  the August 1 9 4 9  s chool year . I n  the 

middle of these f i rs t  proceeding s , the rear door of the 

auditorium noi s i l y  opened , and the Chi e f  of Staf f ,  Rear 

Admi ral C . R . Brown ( l ater a four star Admi ral in Command 

Southern Europe ) ,  entered and s tood there br ie f ly . He 

stopped the proceedi ngs forthri ght , and announced what was 

expected of every s ta f f  o f f icer , parti cu l arly , that no notes 

were to be used by any s peaker i n  the future . The meeting 

wa s ad j ou rned unti l  the f o l l owing week , when we were to 

return , but without note s . Never again were any note s used by 

sta f f  lecturers . 

In preparat i on for h i s  lecture s ,  Commander Cobb v i s ited 

the Army War Co l l ege and other sta f f  col l ege s a round the 
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country , to see what they were doing . He returned wi th 

various new idea s , inc l uding " rapid read ing" instruction f or 

students .  With the chi e f  o f  sta f f ' s  approva l , we purchased 

six training machines , wh ich were set up in a s eparate s pace , 

and s tudents were urged to use them during the i r  s pare time . 

The se turned out to be s o  popul ar that we soon ordered 

another s i x  pieces of apparatu s , to e l iminate delay in 

waiting for an unoccupied piece of apparatus . 

Commander Cobb a l so brought back an idea f or " publ i c  

s peaking"  c l a s s e s  f o r  the student s . He and I vo luntee red to 

teach the c l a s s ,  a lthough nei ther o f  us knew very much about 

i t .  With the approva l of the Pre s i dent of the Co l lege , 

cl a s s e s  were started in the Mahan Aud i tor ium during the 

evening hours on an enti r e l y  voluntary bas i s . Two c l a s ses 

were organi zed , one night a week for s i x  weeks ' duration . 

Cobb and I a l ternated , with each o f  us taking one c l as s .  At 

each s e s s i o n ,  a s impl e  sub j e ct was a s s i gned for the next 

week ' s  meeting . The purpos e  wa s to train o f f icers to ta lk on 

their f eet , on the s tage without note s ,  and with the other 

volunteers acting as an audience out i n  f ront . Wive s were 

wel come to j o in the c l a s s e s , whi ch they o ften did . The s e  

c l a s s e s  turned out t o  b e  very popul ar , and were reta ined a s  

long a s  there were new vol unteers f o r  t h e  training . One o f  

my f i r s t  s tudent s i n  one o f  my f i r s t  c l a s s e s  happened to b e  

Commander ( and Mr s . ) Thoma s Wes che ler , who eventual l y  

attained the rank o f  v i ce admi r a l , reti r ing i n  Newport where 
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he res ide s  today . Not the least o f  the bene f i t s  derived f rom 

this experiment was the exper ience and training acqu ired by 

mysel f and Commander Cobb for our own pre sentat ions and 

l ectures l ater on . 

I was a s s igned one additi onal chore which I persona l l y  

vol unteered for . There wa s in exi s tence at the t ime loca l l y  

prepared " Strategic Area Studie s " , wh i ch conta ined 

geograph i ca l  map s , transportat ion , e conomi cs , pol i t i c s , and 

genera l informat ion , wh ich the s tudent s s tudied in 

preparation for war game probl ems . The s e  covered mainly the 

Me diterranean b a s in as f a r  east as the Middle Ea s t , and 

certa in parts of Europe . I cons idered the se to be gro s s ly 

inadequate , outdated , and d e f i cient in valuab l e  informat ion . 

I vol unteered to update and r evi se the se pub l ication s , which 

I did ; and then continued further to add addit i onal volume s 

on other a re a s , for which there were no ava i l able studi e s , 

including the whol e  o f  Europe a s  a cont i nent , the entire 

Midd le Ea s t  area , and f i na l l y  Af ri ca , which did not exi st in 

any ava i l able publ i cation in prec i se form .  For b a s i c  

mater i a l , I r e l i ed heav i l y  o n  a s e r i e s  of  Bri t i s h  Re s tr i cted 

manua l s , whi c h  I found in the NWC l ibrary , dating f rom World 

War One , to be extremely val uab l e  - however , they were hardly 

known to anyone at the Co l l ege . Thi s material , I b lended 

together with the l ate s t  informat i on of the e conomy , 

commerce , and government o f  the individual nations . The se 

pub l i cations were c l a s s i f i ed " Confidenti a l "  a s  I f ini shed 

1 0 1  



ea ch , and were pr inted up in multiple cop i e s  for use by 

s tudent s , pre l iminary to the war games to be p l ayed . 

The War Col lege ma inta ined a typ i s t  pool of 

s tenographers ,  wh ich the s ta f f  o f f i cers coul d  use as they 

needed typing work done . The vo l ume o f  work I began turning 

out da i l y ,  required more than a fu l l -t ime typ i s t  to complete 

in the course o f  the day . Thi s  resulted in my being the only 

s t a f f  member wi th a f u l l - t ime typ i s t  a s s igned to my o f f ice . 

I could now keep my a c cumul ated stack pi l ed high enough , that 

the Ch ief  Yeoman Wave a s s igned did not run out of mate r i a l  to 

be typed , and s aved me the troubl e  o f  running back and f orth 

to the s tenograph i c  pool . I am sure certain senior s t a f f  

members consi dered thi s  to b e  s pec i a l  privi l eges f o r  a j unior 

s ta f f  o f f icer ; however , they soon recovered from thei r  

base l e s s  " huf f " . 

I worked l ate into the evenings with my various 

pro j ect s , and scanning a l l  the period i ca l s  i n  the l i brary 

reading room for mater i a l  I could use i n  my l ecture s and area 

studie s . We even had Br iti sh and Canad i an periodica l s  and 

d a i l y  newspapers .  The s tudents had precious t ime to read any 

of the s e , even the popular U . S .  weekly news magaz i ne s . Thi s  

l a tter was apparent to me , a s  I observed the l ack o f  reading 

on the part of the s tudents , a round the current periodical 

table s . On my a rrival at the o f f i ce ,  I would s can the " New 

York Time s "  each morning over a cup of coffee at my des k .  

- - -- - -----------------------
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One s enior s ta f f  o f f i cer comp l a ined to my bo s s  early i n  the 

s choo l  year , that thi s o f f i cer wa s i n  the habit of reading 

the morning newspaper a s  he pa s s ed by , before getting down to 

work . My bos s  repl ie d ,  " Oh ,  wel l , Commander Roenigk i s  

requi red to keep up with daily development s ,  t o  provide 

intel l i gence inf ormation instantly on any matter , which might 

arise  in the Col l ege . " I could not have made hal f so good a 

reply mys e l f ,  and the comp l a ining senior wa s completely 

sati s f i ed wi th the exp l anati on . 

After the s e  initial  rough s pots were hurd l e d , the e nt i re 

staf f operated smooth l y  under the overa l l  d i rection o f  Ch ief  

o f  Sta f f , Admiral Brown . My " Current World Deve l opments "  

l e ctures were s chedul ed i n  Mahan month l y , for o f f i cers o f , 

both c l a s s e s  which inc l uded several Br i t i s h  o f f i cers a s s i gned 

to the c l a s s e s . 

We rehearsed repeatedly , unti l  we could pre sent the 

l e cture without the use of note s . The e f f i ci ent v i su a l  aids 

sect i on could provide s l ide s , made from any sketch or pi cture 

taken from a period i c a l . Such s l ides were u s ed at a l l  

l e ctures t o  provide greater under standing and interest . The 

Col lege had tape recorders for record ing presentations then 

p l aying them back f or l i stening and mod i f i cation . We usual ly 

criti qued our l ectures among our s e l ve s , without a whol e  group 

o f  other sta f f  o f f i cers l i s tening i n . Commander Cobb and I 

pai red up usua l l y ,  to s ingly crit i que each other 1 s  l e cture s . 
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Fo l l owing each le cture I gave at the Col lege , I would v i s i t  

reserve centers from P h i l ad e l ph i a  t o  Bo s ton and New York , to 

give a s imi lar br i e f ing to reserve o f f i cers in the area . 

With s ome mod i f ication to the content , I s poke sometimes to 

the NWC wive s group in Mahan Ha l l , and even among l ocal 

civi l i an groups , such a s  the Newport Lawyers As s ociation , 

which met regularly at the Viking Hote l . I f ound a l l  the se 

groups of outs iders extreme l y  interested in,  what was 

happening around the wor l d .  

The Wa r Col lege ma intained a pool o f  o f f i cer l e cturers 

who had an unc l a s s i f i ed l ecture prepared , whi ch could be 

given on short notice a s  requested by any local organi zation . 

In one case I can remember , where a col league had been 

programmed to del iver a talk before a civi l ian audience at 

the l oc a l  Art Association . The day before , he became i l l  and 

was admi tted to the hospita l . I wa s a s ked to subst itute f or 

him in thi s  emergency . I did , and the program came o f f  a s  

schedul ed , without a hitch , the audience being unaware of the 

switc h . 

To ve r i f y  s ome o f  my material , per i odica l l y I would make 

a trip to Was h ington to v i s i t  ONI , to obtain the l atest 

intel l i gence ava i labl e . I was s ti l l  we l l -known in that 

organi zation , and reta ined my top s ecret c redent i al s ,  so that 

I had the freedom to move around the various " country 

section s " of the o f f i ce . I didn ' t  feel that they had much 
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mate r i a l  that I didn ' t  a l ready know , j u s t  from s canning the 

current weekly period i ca l s  f rom either s ide of the At lant i c . 

" Ah , " my bos s  replied , " but you have ver i f ied your materi a l  

with o f f i ci a l  c l a s s i f i ed source s ,  wh i ch make s your lectures , 

etc . con f i denti al . "  A good point ! 

Commodore Ri chard W .  Bates was a member o f  the s t a f f  

dur ing my entire tour at the War Col lege . He was a ful l -

f ledged , active duty , commi s s ioned commodore unt i l  reti rement 

in 1 9 4 9 . He was reta ined on active duty , however , for 

another e ight years , to comp l ete h i s  a s s ignment o f  writing a 

" Cr i t i c a l  Hi story " o f  the i ndividual Pac i f i c  sea batt l e s  o f  

WWI I .  It was h i s  j ob to criti c i ze the act i on of every 

commander in every surface action of the hosti l it i e s . He was 

the ide a l  cho i ce o f  individua l s  to perform th i s  eval uation . 

The Ge rmans had practiced thi s  s ame critique procedure on 

each of the i r  engagements ,  and had prof i tably bene f ited f rom 

such examination . The purpo se wa s to cons ider a lternative 

action , wh ich may have po s s ibly re sulted i n  greater harm and 

damage to the enemy . Commodore Bates was handicapped in one 

sens e . He had copies  o f  a l l  the Ja panes e  action report s , 

whi ch he could compare with the Ameri can commander ' s  report ; 

however ,  he could not read the Japane se report s , nor d i d  he 

have a Japane se trans l ator avai l ab l e . He approached me for 

a s s i stance f requently , even a fter hours . I h e l ped him a l l  I 

could s pare my t ime for ;  however , he needed , and s houl d have 

had , the s ervi c e s  o f  a ful l- t ime l ingu i s t  a s s i stant . We 
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became good fr iend s - he rel ated to me h i s  l i f e  hi s tory and 

went s o  f a r , a s  to get me my f i r s t  c i v i l ian j ob a fter 

retirement in 1 9 6 4 . 

A s imilar WWI I  h i s tory research o f f  ice was operating at 

NWC , directly acro s s  the h a l l  f rom my o f f  ice , on the ground 

f loor o f  Luce Ha l l .  Thi s  was a completely navy staf fed 

o f f  i c e , s et up to a s s i st Admi ral Mor i s on , who had been 

commi s s ioned by the Navy Department to wr ite a h i s tory o f  

WWI I i n  the Paci f i c . The o f f ice was headed by Commander 

Samuel Shaw , USN.  Thi s o f f i ce composed the text o f  the 

hi story in chronologi cal  s equence . Once a mont h , Admi ral 

Mori son would come down from Harvard , and read the prepared 

manu s cript . Some chapters he would comp l etely rev i s e  in h i s  

own words ; others h e  would p a s s  b y  with n o  comment s  o f  h i s  

own . Commander Shaw , l i kewi s e , had acce s s  to Japanes e  

document s ,  and o ftentimes would d i s agree with Commodore 

Bate s • criti c i sm .  Thi s  wa s only natural . However , Shaw 

didn ' t  have a Japane s e  trans l ator ei ther , which wa s a 

burdens ome handi cap to him.  He f ound me , and I wa s now 

conf ronted with two out s iders , pleading f or a s s i s t ance during 

my busy day with War Col l ege o f f i c i a l  bus ine s s . I s omet ime s 

regretted my close  proximity to Commander Shaw ' s  o f f ice . 

Another out s i de activity involved the Newport Actor ' s  

Gu i l d , wh ich was inst ituted by a few War Col lege wive s . 

There was no such prev ious activity among the civi l i an 
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popul ation in Newport , and the Gu i l d  was of fered the use o f  

a n  unused theater , oppo s ite the tenn i s  courts o f  the Tenn i s  

H a l l  o f  Fame . I was t a l ked into taking a part in a planned 

p l ay , under the d i rection of the capabl e  wi f e  of a close 

mar ine co lonel f r i end . The cast wa s made up o f  War Col l ege 

people , and rehears a l s  were held weekly in the evenings . 

Hal fway through the rehear s a l s ,  one member o f  the cast 

dropped out and I was tal ked into taking the additional part , 

whi ch was minor . A few days be fore opening night , another 

member of the cast came down with bronchi t i s  and could not 

spea k . Aga i n , the part wa s minor and in the f ina l s cene 

onl y ;  howeve r , no substitute wa s avai l abl e . My two parts in 

the p l ay a l ready would have been f ini shed , s o  I was dra fted 

into taking the thi rd part for the emergency . I t  wa s hectic 

being made up for each part , and s c rubbi ng the f ace between ; 

however , the capable makeup arti sts had the bigge s t  j ob . 

Opening ni ght was a great succe s s ,  and nobody out s ide the 

cast knew that I wa s s ubstituting for s evera l  d i f f erent 

characters , s ince the program had been printed up in advance . 

Af ter the mar ine co lone l  and h i s  w i f e  were trans f e rr ed i n  

1 9 5 0 ,  I was n o  l onger pre s sured to part icipate in the only 

amateur theater product i on in Newport . 

Another early addi tional a s s i gnment for me was 

des i gnation as the War Col l ege repre sentative on the board of 

the O f f icer ' s  Club . O f f i cer ' s  c lubs originated f or the f i r s t  

time during WWI I  at various base s , where o f f i cers o f  v i s iting 
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ships could make a quick v i s i t  for a bee r  or whi s key , and 

return to the ship in a mi nimum of t ime to re s ume their wo rk . 

Sandwi ches and snacks were a l s o  s e rved . The f ir s t  c l ub at 

Newport Navy Ba se wa s the sma l l  Quonset hut near Gate One . 

Later on , as the number of v i s iting ships increa s ed , the Ba se 

Commanding Admi ral provided for an expanded c l ub in a section 

o f  an operating machine s hop , near Gate # 1 , where it rema ins 

today . The machine shop proper wa s manned by Navy personnel 

to repa i r  parts for ships in port . By 1 9 4 9 , the Of f icer ' s  

C l ub had expanded into add i t i onal space i n  the b u i lding , and 

s erved three regul ar mea l s  da i l y . The C l ub wa s managed by a 

navy s upply corps l ieutenant , with previous experience in 

f eeding the c rew on board ship . The entrance to the c l ub 

conta ined a bank o f  a do zen or more s l ot machines , which were 

most popular , and pa id for the great percentage of costs o f  

the c l ub . Dinners were $ 1 . 0 0 per per s on , regard l e s s  o f  

cho ice o f  entree . Break f a s t  and l unch were cheape r . Every 

Wedne s day and certain hol i days were declared " happy hour " , 

when a l l  drinks were free . No dr inks were served prior to 

5 : 0 0 p . m .  The s upply corps l ieutenant manager was a lways 

present during operati ng hour s , and made himsel f ava i l able in 

the di ning room when mea l s  were s erved . 

The f our board members , o f  whom I wa s one , were the 

a ctual ove r s eers of the c l ub ' s  operations . We met once a 

month to audit the books , and approve wi th personal s i gnature 

thereon . The board had to approve in advance any expendi ture 
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for improvement in decor , a lterations , or equ i pment , al though 

we u s ua l l y maintained ample surp l u s  funds from the s l ot 

mach ine operations . The board ' s  s ugge s ti ons for improvement 

in services and f a c i l ities  we re read i l y  carried out by the 

manager . Eventual l y ,  during my tenure , the matter o f  h i r ing 

a pro f e s s ional c ivi l ian manage r wa s brought up . The board 

wa s split  evenl y on thi s  i s s ue .  We could a f ford the cost o f  

h i s  s a l ary , but s ome o f  u s  couldn ' t  see any improvement to be 

forthcoming , a s  the result of h i ring a s a l ar ied pro f e s s iona l , 

over an equa l l y  wel l -trained navy s upply o f f i ce r . After a 

f ew months we a l l  agreed to try i t , and hired the f i r s t  

civi l i an manager ,  a graduate o f  the Corne l l  Un ivers ity Home 

E conomi cs Cour s e , who rema i ned on a s  manager for many yea r s . 

Al l went smoothly at the Club , unt i l  a new Secretary o f  

De f en s e , Lou i s  John s on , was appoi nted b y  the Pre s i dent . 

Secretary Johns on , on h i s  own , decreed that a l l  s l ot machines 

were to be removed from mi l itary insta l l at i ons at once ( for 

moral reasons - i t  being un-Ch r i s tianl ike to gambl e ) . Income 

pl unged , and mea l  prices had to take on an equiva l ent 

increa s e , to say noth ing about the l owering of mor a l e  among 

the mi l i tary on government property , which was lega l l y  f ree 

from any restri ctions , pl a ced by state or city governments .  

My o f f  i ce at the War Co l l ege was l ocated di rect ly 

underneath that o f  the Chi e f  of  Sta f f , Rear Admiral C . R .  

" Ca t "  Brown . On qui et evenings I could hear footsteps pacing 

back and f orth overhead . I gradu a l l y  came to the conc l u s ion 
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that thi s  had to be the chief of  sta f f  pacing back and f orth , 

rehears ing h i s  upcoming l e cture . Admi ral Brown i n s i sted on 

pres enting his own ideas on air war f a re . On the s cheduled 

day , with the c l a s s e s  and sta f f  a s sembled in Mahan , he 

proceeded with his lecture without the use of  any note s , j u s t  

a s  h e  had d i re cted a l l  the sta f f  t o  d o  ear l i er in the year . 

Hi s presentation wa s coming o f f  we l l , when hi s mind suddenly 

went bl ank , and he ceased his d i s cu s s ion outright , reach i ng 

into a l l  h i s  pocket s , dec l aring with a l augh , " There ! You 

see , I came on stage without my notes ! "  The audience j oi ned 

in on the l aughter . During the l a ughter , the Admir a l  

rega ined h i s  composure whi l e  col l ecting h i s  thought s ,  and 

continued with h i s  pre sentat i on , wh ich turned out to be mos t  

sati s f a ctory . 

I t  came t ime f or the s tudent s to turn in the i r  the s e s  

near the end o f  the spring te rm .  Each staf f of f i cer was 

given s ix papers to read and a s s ign grades . No names 

appeared on the the ses - only an i dent i f i cation number to 

prevent f avor i t i sm by the grader s . I took mine home with me 

that evening , read them , a s s i gned comments to spec i f i c  

s tatements b y  the author s , and graded a l l  s ix papers , 

returning them to the admini s trative o f f i cer the f o l l owing 

morning . I was r ewarded by the admini strative o f f i cer by h i s  

hand ing me an additional batch o f  another eight thes e s  t o  

grad e ,  accompanied b y  a l a rge grin as h e  remarked , " You don ' t  

mind , do you , Roeni gk ? "  
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I t  wa s time for the f inal week o f  " Gl obal Strategy 

Di s cu s s ions " ,  cons i sting of lecture s i n  Mahan and group 

d i s c u s s ions in sepa rate rooms . The program was pa s s ed a round 

to the s t a f f  four or f ive weeks ahead of t ime for 

informat ion , be fore the f inal printing . A cons iderabl e 

number of high o f f i c i a l s  f rom industry were invited f or the 

ses s ion . I noted that I was s chedul ed to give the keynote 

lecture on current wor l d  a f f a i r s . I immediately went to see 

the chief o f  s ta f f  with the sugge stion , that a j unior staf f 

member such a s  I ,  wou l d  hardly impre s s  a l l  the h igh executive 

o f f i c i a l s  of industry from around the country . The keynote 

s peaker s hould be at least a capt a i n . The chief  o f  s ta f f  

repl ied , " That ' s  j u s t  the poi nt , Roenigk . The se v i s itors 

must be alerted , stra ight o f f , to the ser iousne s s  o f  the 

wor l d  s ituation , and you can arouse them f rom the beginning 

with your type of pre s entati on " .  I answered with the common 

navy " Aye , aye , s i r , "  and forthwith turned and l e f t . 

Graduating s tudents departed happy , and seemed rested 

even a fter thei r  ei ght months of crammed stud i e s . No grades 

were a s s i gned for the cours e ; each student received merely a 

cert i f i cate of complet ion o f  the cour s e .  Fitne s s  reports 

were s ubmitted for each s tudent , as requi red by navy 

regul ation s . However , with prior approva l f rom Wa shington , 

no marks were a s s igned , nor comments entered on thes e  reports 

othe r than , that the o f f i cer was a student , under instruction 
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at the Naval War Col lege . For good or for worse , the student 

had no way o f  knowing thi s ,  unt i l  a fter he had departed f rom 

the Col lege . 

Rear Admi ral Brown received h i s  trans fer order s ,  and 

newly frocked Rear Admiral Don Felt took over as Chief  o f  

Sta f f . Fe l t  was hardworking , and kept h i s  eye on every 

aspect of the Col l ege . He was a " ta s kma ster '' , and had s ome 

def inite ideas o f  h i s  own on how to make improvements i n  the 

cur r i c u l um .  He we l comed any new suggest ions and I never 

he s i tated to let him know mine . However ,  some sta f f  members 

f eared his wrath and seldom went near him . From the start he 

seemed to to l e rate me and to appreciat e  my s uggest ions . 

Dur ing the fol l owing year , he became even friend l ier and 

s howed me s ome of the pro j ects he was working on , hoping 

probably that I would o f fe r  s ome comment , or even criti c i s m .  

Admiral Fe lt s e t  u p  a sepa rate o f f ice s upervi sed by a 

commande r ,  in whi ch the wal l s  were covered with l arge 

ca lendar page s , each s heet covering a month . On the se were 

wri tten the names of i nv ited out s i de speakers to f i l l  in 

every da i l y  lecture , betwe en a lready s c hedul ed s t a f f  

l ecture s . H i s  p l an wa s to i ncrease the number o f  out s i de 

speakers to augment the l e cture program . Remuneration was 

$ 1 0 0  honorarium to each speaker to help de fray trave l costs . 

Li terary prof e s s iona l s  we l comed the oppo rtunity to addre s s  
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the Wa r Co l l ege , which gave them the priv i l e dge to add to 

the i r  title  the phrase "War Col lege Lecturer " .  The commander 

i n  thi s  of f i ce had the respons ibi l ity for drafting the 

letters of invitation to outs ide speakers , l i s ting s evera l  

a l ternate dates from wh ich to choo se , and monitoring the 

repl i e s , unt i l  a l l  s paces on the calendar were f i l l ed for the 

entire year . 

My work continued , s imi lar to my f i rs t  year o f  

exper i ence o n  the staf f ;  however , we were now better 

organ i zed and coul d  accomp l i s h  more . 

The new chi e f  o f  sta f f  had h i s  own ideas and i nput into 

the curriculum .  H e  care f u l l y  moni tored a l l  auditorium 

lecture s . I had proposed a short que s t i on and answer period 

fol l owing my c l a s s i f ied "Worl d  Events "  l e cture s , whi ch he 

immedi ate ly vetoed . For months , I had proposed del ivering a 

l e cture on the va rious countries o f  the Af r i can continent . I 

had j u s t  comp leted compi l ing the f i rs t  Strateg i c  Are a  Study 

of Af rica and was pre pared . However ,  Admiral Fe l t  s aw 

ab solutely no need for any mi l itary o f f i ce r  be ing bothered 

about s uch an ins igni f i cant and backward conti nent . He l ater 

acqu ie s ced , and I del i vered the Afr i can lecture . Later in 

the semester , I was a s s igned to del iver two highly c l a s s i f i ed 

presentations on oppo s i ng a rmed f or ces in a ma j or war game , 

whi ch was s ub s equently pl ayed out on the gaming f l oor in 

Pringl e Hal l .  I continued with my regular Wor l d  Events 
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l e ctures throughout the two years on the sta f f . 

Early in 1 9 5 1 , Admi r a l  Fe l t  had received verbal 

noti f i cation f rom Wa shington , that he had been tentative ly 

s chedul ed to take command o f  the Mi ddle Ea s t  Force , home 

based on Bahrain I s l and in the Per s i an Gul f . I was 

e s pec i a l l y  interested in the Mi ddle Ea s t  and Af r i ca , areas of  

the wor l d  wh ich I had never v i s ited . I compi led new 

strategic area studies throughout those reg ions , but I had to 

rely on numerous wr itten report s , without actua l l y  becoming 

acquainted with the a rea persona l l y . One evening , when both 

Admiral Felt and I were working l ate in our o f f i c e s , he 

happened to pass by on his way home and entered my o f f ice . 

We exchanged j o ke s , and I congratul ated h im on h i s  rumo red 

new a s s i gnment to command in the Per s ian Gul f . I expres s ed 

my d i s appo intment i n  never having had duty i n  that remote and 

unknown area . The Admiral wa s i n  a good mood , s o  I ventured 

to t e l l  him frank l y , that he d idn ' t  need a captain as chief  

o f  s t a f f  on that j ob ,  but that the b i l let s hould be a 

commander , who would be equa l l y  knowl edgeable a s  a nava l 

o f f icer and , be s ide s , would be more amb i t i ou s  and more 

energet i c , than a captain a bout to reti re . " Like me '' , I 

s a i d . The chief of  s ta f f  was contemplating , a s  I noticed h i s  

expre s s i on . " You may b e  r ight , John " , h e  s a i d , adding , " I  

wi l l  see what I can do . " He departed for h i s  quarters , 

nearby on the base , dead t i re d . Nothing devel oped unt i l  

about a month bef ore the current c l a s s e s  were due to 
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graduate , at whi ch time I would a l s o  be e l igible for trans fer 

to other dut i e s . I received a tel ephone cal l f rom the deta i l  

o f f icer i n  Wa shington , reminding me , that I had made a 

notation on an e ar l ie r  f itne s s  report ( a s requi red ) ,  that I 

preferred commanding a destroyer in the war z one i n  Korea . 

BuPers had tentativel y  s cheduled me f or suc h ,  a s  I had 

r eque sted . But , he continued , the s ituation had changed .  

He , the detai l o f f icer , several year s  s enior to me , was due 

for s ea duty in command and had s e l e cted USS WI TEK ( DD 8 4 8 ) 

ba s ed in New London , Connecti cut . Due to the wor l d  

s ituat i on , h i s  continuing services were required in BuPe r s , 

and h i s  bos s  would not re l e a s e  h i m .  I ,  there fore , the next 

s enior commander ava i l able , s imply had to take command of the 

WITEK . I immediately acqu i e s ced , knowing that I needed 

command above anything e l s e . I reported my conversation to 

the War Col lege Chi e f  of Staf f ,  who immediately replied , " Oh ,  

by a l l  means take it . You need command more than any other 

a s s i gnment . "  

Graduation ceremon i e s  for the War Co l l ege c l a s s e s  took 

place , f o l l owed by my detachment with orders to proceed to 

New London , Connecti cut , to t ake command of USS WITEK ( DD 

8 4 8 ) . My predece s sor i n  WITEK had been acting commander o f  

De sDiv 6 0 2 , con s i s ti ng of WITEK p l u s  a de stroyer e s cort , 

MALOY , and two PCERs , a l l  based in New London . With the 

divis ion commander ' s  bi l let s ti l l  unf i l led , I was a s s igned 

addit ional duty as ComDesDiv 6 0 2 . From here o n ,  I wou l d  a l so 
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carry the title  o f  commodore o f  the var ious ships invo l ved , 

unti l  a permanent divis ion commander was appo inted the 

f o l l owing year . 

I had a divis ion sta f f  o f  two j un i or o f f icers s tationed 

a s hore in New London . S i nce a l l  four ships operated usua l ly 

i ndependently at sea , the d ivi s ion command did not require a 

s i gni f i cant part o f  my t ime . The sta f f  could prepare the 

operating s chedul e  and handle a l l  dai ly routine matters , 

cons u lting with me bri e f l y  when I a rr i ved back in port . 

WITEK , a s  wel l  a s  other ships a s s igned to the d i v i s ion , 

' 

was known a s  an experimental s hi p ,  and operations at s ea were 

main ly de s i gned to test and eval uate newly deve l oped 

equipment . WITEK carri ed many experimental types of gear on 

deck , such as various de s igns for bol l ards , to s imp l i fy the 

hand l i ng of moor ing l ines . We were e quipped with an 

experimental des i gn of the f i r s t  f our-bl aded prope l ler , which 

woul d repl ace the commonly u s ed three-bl aded mode l .  Thi s  

newly des i gned propel l er proved t o  b e  s o  much more e f f ic i ent 

( by s aving fuel o i l ) that they came to repl a ce the prope l l e r s  

on a l l  de s troyers in t h e  f leet . More recent l y , l a rge 

oceangoi ng ships have come to be equipped with f ive-bl aded 

prope l lers . In addition to the increa s ed e f f iciency , the se 

propel lers were also qu ieter . 
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WI TEK ' s  mo st important test equipment wa s a greatly 

enl a rged sonar dome , many t ime s l arge r  than the WWI I  type . 

To equip the ship with thi s experiment , a drydock in the 

Bos ton Naval Sh ipyard had to be excavated to an increased 

depth in the v i c inity o f  the dome . Thi s  drydock came to be 

known as the WITEK drydock , and it wa s nece s s ary for the 

WITEK to return to Bo ston month l y ,  to enter the dock for 

i nspect ion o f  the dome for eros ion , l o s s  of  i t s  exper imental 

f oul ing paint , etc .  At the s ame time , the propel lers could 

be examined for any nicks or other de f i c i enc i e s . Thi s 

inspect ion and recondit i oning became rout ine , and we were 

u s ua l l y  able to depart within two days at the mo st . BuShips 

a s s i gned s c ient i s ts to ride the ships for certain tests from 

t ime to t ime , with one technical l ieutenant permanently 

attached f or coordination and documentation o f  col l ected 

data . We would patrol up and down Long I s l and Sound , 

detect ing every underwater obs truction , incl uding l o st 

pract ice torpe doe s lying on the bottom s i nce WW I I .  The dome 

had proven i t s e l f beyond expectation s , and came to be 

insta l l e d  on other U . S .  de stroye r s . 

At the s ame time , several type s o f  " variable depth " 

sonar s were exper imented with , on board the de stroyer MALOY .  

The s e , too , came to be u s ed l ater on various ASW ships o f  the 

f l eet . 
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Ame r i can s c i ent i s t s  were now exper imenting with inf rared 

for detection of surface o b j ects at ni ght , and under other 

l ow v i s i b i l i ty condition s . WITEK woul d  s team back and forth 

i n  the water s  4 0 - 5 0  m i l e s  s outh o f  Wood Hole Experimenta l  

Station day and night , whi l e  s c i ent i s t s  a shore ad j usted the i r  

test equipment , t o  ga in maximum results f rom the i r  new 

equipment against sur face ve s se l s .  

We spent considerable t ime operati ng with submarine s  in 

Long I s l and Sound , to tes t  our improved detection capab i l ity . 

The s ubmarines coul d  detect us and approach for the i r  attack ; 

howeve r ,  WITEK could read i l y  p i ck up the submerged attacker 

and s imul ate a depth charge counterattack against the sub , 

be fore s he could get into attack pos i t i on , where she could 

f i re torpedoe s at us . Thi s wa s a far cry from my 1 9 4 1  North 

Atl antic Convoy experi ence , when we had no real detect ion nor 

any attack f ormu l a . 

We were next ordered to Key Wes t  Nava l Station in 

Florida , to operate against U . S .  f r i endly submarine s in 

tropi cal  waters to further test our capabi l it i e s . Aga i n , 

WITEK was proven superior , whi ch was a great surpr i s e  to 

these s ubmarine s . With completion of the se te sts a fter one 

mont h , we returned north , wher e  order s  were awai t ing to act 

a s  target shi p ,  wh i l e  submarines would f i re s ome o f  the 

remaining , but s uppos edly improved WWI I  type torpedoe s ,  

mod i f ie d  and reported l y  corrected o f  the i r  former defect s .  I 
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could not concur in such an exper iment concocted by 

Washington . WITEK had the onl y two four-bladed prope l lers  in 

exis tence . Not a s ingle s pare had been manu f actured . 

Moreover , the s l ighte s t  bump on our enlarged sonar dome and 

it wou l d  be u s e l e s s . I s ent o f f  a despatch to the Bureau 

request ing spec i f i c  wri tten orders f rom the Secretary o f  the 

Navy , directing me to carry out these exper iments ,  inasmuch 

as I wa s s ure that it would result in certa i n  damage to our 

experimenta l  equipment . Some o f  my o f f icers tried to 

d i s courage me f rom sending s uch a despatch , saying , " Ah ,  

l et ' s  go a long with it , Captain , thereby we coul d  maybe go to 

the Navy Yard for repa irs  and a much deserved re s t . "  I had 

expected a cancel l at i on of the exerc i s e s , and that s ome other 

l e s s e r  val ued des troyer would be substituted for WITEK . 

Instead , I receive d  written orders over the s ignature o f  the 

Secretary of the Navy , wherein he rea s s ured me that the r i s ks 

o f  damage were ni l ,  in that the torpedoes wou l d  a l l  be set to 

pass  f i fteen f eet below the l owe st pro j ection o f  the hul l  and 

pas s on to the other s ide of the ship . No explos ive charges 

woul d  be used . From my knowl edge o f  thi s  torpedo , ga ined 

f rom experience in the Paci f i c  War ,  I wa s sti l l  pe s s imi st i c , 

but proce eded with the tests in Long I s l and Sound a s  ordered . 

Ea rly in the tests , one torpedo bumped the hul l  a bove the 

water l ine , caus i ng minor damage . Another torpedo surfaced 

j u s t  before reaching WI TEK and upon bumpi ng the s tern , j umped 

clear ove r  the ship , and l anded in the water on the oppo s ite 

s ide , only to reve r s e  course and return to WITEK , bump i ng her 
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aga in at reduced s peed . Another torpedo nicked a prope l l e r ,  

cau s i ng a not i ceable vibrat ion . From t ime to time , we s ent a 

diver down to inspect damage inf l icted . Ins ide the steering 

eng ine room , a f t ,  whi ch was manned in case of  emergency , we 

were able to caulk the damaged seams to s top the s eepage o f  

s e a  water . After several days o f  thi s  torpedo te s ting , a l l  

hand s were becoming weary . Suddenly , one o f  the torpedoes 

not only s truck , but actua l ly penetrated the h u l l  near the 

water l ine , f l ooding the s teering engine room . We we re 

prepared for s uch an emergency , and had portable pumps 

standing by to counteract the r i s ing water , wh i l e  attempting 

to s t u f f  mattr e s s e s  i nto the hole i n  the hul l . Lucki ly , our 

steering apparatus continued to functi on by hand . We headed 

directly to WITEK drydock in Boston for repa i r s . The hol e  i n  

the hul l  w a s  patched a n d  the s teering engine s ervi ced . The 

prope l ler could not be straightened and portions had to be 

cut away . Thi s  caused increa sed vibration and de creased 

e f f ic iency . On the next rout ine vi s it to the Boston Yard , 

both prope l lers were changed back to the o l d  three-bladed 

type , becaus e  there s ti l l  were no other four-bladed 

replacements .  I heard nothing more from Was h i ngton , f o l l owing 

completion o f  thi s  series of  test s ; however , I imagine there 

were many red faces and a d i scontinuance of further use o f  

th i s  defective torpedo from WWI I .  

The ships of  DesDiv 6 0 2  were requi red to navigate the 

Thames River to reach the New London , Connecti cut , Submar ine 
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Ba s e , our home port , where we were a s s igned our own docks on 

a permanent ba s i s . Navigat i on on the Thame s was s ometime s 

tricky due to the swi r l ing currents o f  the river at several 

s pot s , depending upon the ebb and f l ood tide at vari ou s  t imes 

each day . One of the New London br idges wa s a r a i l road draw 

br idge with an attendant . I f  a train happened to be 

approaching from a di stance of f ive minutes away , ships wou l d  

have to wa i t  in the narrow r i v e r  unti l the t r a i n  h a d  pas s ed 

over the draw bridge be fore opening . Fortunate l y ,  none o f  u s  

ever ran i n t o  trouble , n o r  damaged the bridges i n  pas s ing . 

The navy i n  New London was popular among the local 

popul ace of the early 1 9 5 0 s . In addition , we carried out an 

active publ i c  relat ions program o f  our own , whi ch wa s common 

pract ice around the f l eet . Newsmen and maga z i ne writers were 

a lways wel come aboard to write up " human intere s t "  stor i e s . 

The commanding o f f i cer o f  MALOY , on h i s  own , worked up a 

vol unteer cast ( from a l l  ma l e  members of  h i s  own s h i p ' s  

company ) and directed a perf ormance of " Ok lahoma '' on a l oaned 

stage i n  the c ity of New London . Thi s  wa s proc l a imed equa l ly 

a s  we l l  per formed a s  the s how on Broadway and , of  cour se , 

admi s s ion wa s free . 

One o f  my o f f i cers was a res erve l i eutenant on active 

duty for two year s . He was on two year s  l e ave from " U . S .  

News and Wor ld Report , "  a maga z ine wh ich had been f ounded 

j us t  before the opening of hos t i l ities  in Pearl Harbor . Mos t  
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o f  the founding s t a f f  members had vol unteered for the Naval 

Servi ce . The l ieutenant sugge sted to me that we take a group 

of h i s  mag a z ine col league s , inc l uding the chairman of the 

board , on a sho rt weekend cruise at sea . I reque sted 

permi s s ion f rom Wa shington , which was immedi ately granted . 

Det a i l s  o f  the itinerary and invited gue sts , I a s s igned to 

the l i eutenant , with the only spe c i f i c  in struct ion that an 

approximate quota o f  a bout f i fty persons be s upplemented with 

bus ine s smen from any other f i e l d . We departed early one 

Saturday morning , toured the gue s t s  around the ship at sea a s  

they l i ked , f in a l l y  o f f  l oading them at Bridgeport , 

Connect i c ut , at dusk , f r om where they could f ind the i r  way 

back home . They were del i ghted , thank ful , and convi nced that 

l i fe in the fresh air at sea was the best pro f e s s ion in the 

wor l d . 

Eventua l l y ,  a commander , one year senior to myse l f , wa s 

de s i gnated ComDe s Div 6 0 2 , r e l i eving me o f  my additional 

dut ies a s  commodore o f  all four ships in the divis ion . 

In answer to a reques t  by a local news wri te r  for a 

story on the WITEK and he r operations , I granted s ame , 

reque sting the highlighting o f  the new commodore to get him 

o f f  to a good start within the community , even though he 

didn ' t  a ctua l l y  ride WI TEK but was based a shore i n  New 

London . The l engthy article appeared in t he Sunday 

s uppl ement of the " New London Time s " .  
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In July 1 9 5 2  I received trans fer orders to BuPers . My 

succe s s or a rrived , and I took him out to sea for a 

f ami l iari z at ion crui s e  up the Thames River . He rel i eved me 

the next day and I proceeded to Wa shington . 

Upon arrival at BuPe r s , I wa s merely advi sed that my j ob 

was not qu ite ready , and that I should j u s t  relax for a wh i l e  

unt i l  everyth ing was arranged . They were negot i ating with the 

Br i t i s h  to establ i s h  a new j o b  for me in the Pers i an Gu l f ,  

over whi ch area the Bri t i s h  held a '' prote ctorat e "  o f  the Arab 

Shei kdoms borde ring the Gul f .  I wa s given no duti e s  in 

BuPers proper , but wa s di re cted to report to various other 

government departments ,  to l e arn anything I could about the 

enti re Mi ddle Ea s t , as far a s  the i r  exper iences were 

concerned . Thi s  included the State Department o f f i cers who 

had served prev iou sly at Middl e  East Embas s ie s  and a s  

Consular Of f icers , who had the only experience o f  anyone in 

Washington . I wa s a l so tra ined for var ious other eventua l  

pos s ib i l i t ie s , which I never found u s e f u l  in the Middle East 

at that time of fr iend ly relat ions with the Arabs , but which 

training I have found helpful l ater in l i fe .  

My ma in conce rn was l earning Arabic i f  I wa s go ing to 

l ive among the Arabs . Nothing o f  that s ort wa s s cheduled in 

my program . I s canned the papers and learned that Arabic was 

being taught at a local Ber l i t z  schoo l . I s igned up f or 
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eveni ng c l a s s e s  every day o f  the week . I t  was ent i re l y  on my 

own ; however , I con s i dered i t  ba s i c  to any contemplated 

a s s ignment abroad . I gave i t  pr iority and worked at i t  

d i l i gent l y ,  unt i l  I f e l t  I could comprehend common 

expre s s ions , and speak f ai r l y  wel l .  Only l ater was I t o  

learn that I had been greatly d i s i l l u s i oned by learning 

Egypt ian Arab i c , which was quite d i f ferent than that used i n  

the Per s i an Gul f .  

By May o f  1 9 5 3 , negoti a t i ons had been comp l eted with a l l  

concerned , and I had my o f f i c i a l  orders t o  Bahrai n , to 

e stabl i s h  the new b i l let as the permanent Representative of 

the U . S .  Commander Middle East Force , ashore i n  Bahra in . 

Of  considerable s i gni f i cance here i s  the fact that j u s t  

a week prior t o  my orders I h a d  received my promotion paper s  

to Captain , of  whi ch I had no previous knowledge , b u t  I wa s 

mos t  pleased at the t ime . I departed for Bahrain I s l and v i a  

London and BOAC , the o n l y  a i r l ine s chedul ed i n t o  t h e  Per s ian 

Gul f ,  a s  soon a s  I could have my uni forms converted into t he 

additional rank . 

Upon arrival at Muharak a i r f ie l d , I proceeded directly 

to the o f f ice of SNOPG ( pronounced Snopgy ) ,  the Seni or Nava l 

Of f i cer present Pers i an Gu l f ,  who was o f  course Br i t i s h  and a 

regular l ine o f f icer captain in the Royal Bri t i s h  Navy . I can 

s ti l l  see the expre s s ion on h i s  f ace a s  he turned a bri ght 
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red and coul d  only stutter , " But you a re s upposed to be a 

commander ! "  I rep l i e d , " But I wa s promoted to captain only 

l a st week , s i r . " Naive that I was with regard to the 

U . S . /Briti sh negot i at ions over the new pos ition , I cou l d  not 

pos s ibly understand what this  " SNOPG" was so upset about . I 

attempted to ease the tens ion by appeas ing him and trying to 

act subs ervient . The Br i t i s h  capt a in merely replied , " You 

Ameri cans a re a lways trying to pul l  tri cks on u s . Here you 

have done it again " . I didn ' t know o f  any s uch thing . I 

wonder i f  anyone in Wa shington d id ?  I d i dn ' t  r eport t h i s  

initi a l  inc ident to Wa s hington , because I didn ' t  real i z e  any 

real s i gni f i cance in i t . I f  there were to be l asting 

repercus s ions , there would be diplomati c  prote s t s  to 

Washington d irect . Nothing further developed . ( My 

succe s sor , when he arrived s ome years l ater , wa s a l so a 

capta i n .  ) 

I was a s s igned an o f f i ce in Ju f a i r , within the SNOPG 

Headquarter s  Bui l di ng . Within days we developed f r iendly 

rel ations . The U . S .  Navy a l ready had an o f f i ce in that 

bui l ding , headed by a l ieutenant commander with an ens ign 

a s s i stant and a yeoma n ,  whose duti e s  included monitoring 

Ame r i can commercial tankers a rriving i n  the Per s ian Gul f  and 

i s s ui ng s a i l ing instructions prior to departure . 

At the BAPCO r e f inery where tankers l oaded j u s t  to the 

south , the U . S .  Navy had a commander ( petrol eum specia l i st ) 
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who persona l l y  moni tored Ame r i can t anker s ,  and ver i f ied the 

speci f i cat ions of the cargo . Stationed on the i s l and was 

a l s o  a representative o f  the Amer i can Bureau of Shipping , who 

boarded a l l  incoming ve s s e l s ,  to certi fy the i r  s afety 

comp l i ances , a s  requi red by U . S . Coa st Guard regu l at i ons . 

As we s ettled down to da i l y  routine , my initial concern 

was to establ i sh fr iendly working re lations with the Bri t i sh 

autho r it i e s . The princ i pa l  Br iti sh Government representative 

was the "Resident Agent " for Bahra i n ,  who wa s a kindly and 

fr iendly man . ( SNOPG i n s i sted on being respe cted a s  number 

two man of importance next to the Agent . ) The Agent ' s  

immediate s uper ior was a knighted " S i r "  who was known a s  the 

" Re s ident Agent " with s uperv i s ion over a l l the Agents 

a s s i gned to the emi rates a long the Arabian penins ula coa s t . 

The mo st senior Br i t i s h  Government o f f i c i a l  i n  the Per s i an 

Gul f  ( l iving on the i s land of Bahra in ) was the o f f i ci a l  

go-between with the r u l i ng She ik o f  Bahrain , a s  we l l  as other 

var i ou s  s heiks of  the Br i t i s h  protectorates . 

Social  l i f e  on the i s l and was pract i c a l l y  non-exi s tent , 

s i nce there were no f a ci l i t i e s , s uch a s  restaurants or c l ubs . 

SNOPG did i n s i s t  on my j o ining him and the f ew other Br i t i s h  

Navy dependents at h i s  sma l l  b a s e  swimming poo l every 

Saturday noon s harp . ( The water in the poo l was usual ly too 

hot to swim in . ) Otherwi s e ,  we were l imi ted to socia l i z ing 

among the f ami l y  members of the s everal navy s ta f f  o f f i cers 
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of ComMidEas tForce . ( The several o f f icers o f  the U . S .  Navy 

sh ipping o f f  ice at Juf a i r  Navy Headqua rters were a l l  

bache l or s . )  

Another o f  my f i r s t  ob j ectives was to meet and estab l i sh 

rel ation s  with Br iti sh bus ine s smen and Arab industria l i st s . 

There were very f ew o f  eithe r . The one bank wa s Br it i s h , 

ope r ated with I ndian mathematicians a s  accountant s . All 

a ccounts were maintained in handwr iting . There wa s a modern 

tel ephone insta l l at i on throughout the i s l and , operated by the 

Briti sh , who conducted e f f i c ient monitori ng to s pot po s s ible 

troub l emaker s  in advance . Mos t  s hopkeepers , money change r s , 

even barbers , we re Indian merchant c l a s s  people , s ince Arabs 

cons idered work a s  such , to be below the i r  d ignity . Every 

U . S .  Navy dependent required a housekeeper/cook under 

preva i l ing conditions , and the se a l so were Indi an men ( women 

never engaged in such duties . Arab women a lmos t  never 

appeared in publ i c , nor on the streets . )  I was f ortunate in 

be i ng able to meet the s everal Ara b  bus i nes s entrepreneurs ,  

who had vi s i ted abroad and had returned to the i r  native 

Bahra i n , to set up shipping bu s i ne s s e s , travel bureaus , and 

even auto s a l e s  outlets . The s e  f riendships devel oped to the 

point , that I was invited into the i r  home s to see the i r  

fami l ies brief l y ,  wi th sma l l  chi l dren s c ampering a round 

happi ly , wh i l e  mama remained ve i l e d  in black c loth completely 

over her head . It wa s " the l aw'' prescribed by the Kora n ,  o f  

whi ch I had my re servation s . 

1 2 7  



My l and lord was an Iraqi who had s tudied bui l d ing 

constructi on abroad , then moved to Bahrain to estab l i s h  a 

res idence , and embark on bui l d ing f oreign s ty l e  home s , in 

which bus in e s s  he became prosperou s , a fter bui lding several 

two -storied stru ctures s uch a s  mi ne , the f i r s t  such two-story 

hous e  on the i s l and . Land was cheap . Bui ld i ng mater i a l  was 

a d i f f erent matter ,  with the odor of f ens ive to the occupants , 

a s  in modern Ru s s i an cement construct i on . There was l i tt l e  

wood nor l umber ava i l able - o n l y  a f ew s l ender po l e s  f or 

cons truc tion . 

Al l o f  these l o c a l s  s poke s ome Eng l i s h ,  s o  we we re able 

to communi cate . As I began to devel op rel ationships with the 

Arabs , I ventured to try s peaking my newl y l earned Arabi c .  

One Arab a s ked i f  I had l earned my Arabi c  in Egypt , s ince i t  

wa s n o t  t h e  Bahra ini d i a l e ct , b u t  s a i d  that they could 

parti a l l y  under stand i t .  I s oon came t o  learn there we re 

doz ens of Arab d i a l ect s , depending upon wh ich area one came 

f rom . 

Within a matter o f  week s , the U . S . Navy station shi p ,  an 

AVP ( a ircra ft tender ) ,  a i r  conditioned and painted white , 

arr ived f lying the two-star f l ag o f  ComMidEas tForce , Rear 

Admi ral Wa l lace Beakl e y ,  who l ived on board . I greeted the 

s h i p  on arriva l , and met the s ta f f  and s h ip ' s o f f icers for 

the f ir s t  t ime . The sma l l  s ta f f  wa s headed by a commander a s  
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chief o f  sta f f . The admiral  wa s getting ready to start on 

h i s  trip through the a re a  of h i s  j ur i s d i ct i on i n  the Middle 

East and East Afr i ca , then over a s  f ar a s  Ind i a . He had h i s  

own a s s igned a i rcraft wh ich was u sed for thi s  trave l , based 

at the U . S .  Ai r Force Ba se in Dhahran , Saud i Arabi a ,  ri ght 

next to the Aramco ( Ar abian American Oi l Co . )  re f i nery . The 

chief of staf f and I were to accompany the admi r a l , a long 

with h i s  f lag l ieutenant . Thi s  trip wa s pl anned for each 

s ucce s s ive new ComMidEa s tForce as a new one arrived at s i x  

months i nterva l s , the normal l ength o f  h i s  tour . The s ta f f  

o f f i cers and navy peop le stati oned a s hore , were a s s i gned for 

tours o f  one year . S ince i t  was con s i dered a " hardship 

po s t " ,  however , they could be a ccompanied by thei r  

dependent s .  Our f l ight itinerary took us north to Bei rut , 

Lebanon , where the only Midd l e  Eastern U . S . Naval Attache , a 

commander , wa s s tationed . There he would have a s chedul e  o f  

vi s it s  t o  l eading o f f i ci a l s  in the area . Since the attache 

was a l s o  accredited to Iraq , he would accompany us on the 

s hort f l i ght by plane to Damas cus . From Bei rut i t  wa s a 

s hort ride by car to Dama s cus , Syr i a ;  Amman , Jordan ; and 

Jerus al em .  After a n  overnight rest in Be i rut , we f lew we s t  

t o  Egypt , and down the e a s t  coa s t  o f  Af r i ca , stopping at 

Asmar a ,  Ethi op i a ; D j i bout i , Soma l i l and ; and Aden . Emperor 

Ha i l e  S e l as s i e  wou ld always greet us warmly at his palace , 

and put on a l a rge state recept i on ,  at whi ch we met the 

leading government of f i ci a l s  and other important l ocal  

peopl e .  From Aden , we would f ly east to De lhi , Ind i a ; 
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Kashmi r ,  and Ceylon , returning d i re ct from there back to 

Bahrain . It was a t i ring trip , but informative and 

educat i ona l .  I was to make thi s s ame , or a very s imi l a r  

trip , every s i x months to introduce the new Commander Mi ddle 

East Force to the area of his respon s i b i l i ty .  

Normal operations at sea for the AVP , f l agship o f  

ComMi dEa stFor ce , w a s  to s a i l  the Gul f  are a ,  stopping o f f  a t  

the various Cruci a l  Oman She i kdoms f o r  o f f i c i a l  v i s i t s . 

The se Emi rates were a l l  protectorates o f  the Br iti s h ,  who 

conducted the f oreign re lation s  with out s ide countr ie s ,  wh i l e  

providing protect ion f rom hos t i l e  nei ghbo r s , or even 

bandits/p i racy . I accompanied the ship on several occas ions 

merely for o rientat ion purpo s e s . Occas iona l l y ,  the f l agship 

v i s i ted the northern end o f  the Per s i an Gu l f ,  v i s i ti ng 

Kuwa i t .  At th i s  period in h i stor y ,  the main fear o f  the 

sma l l  borde r ing states was , that they might be s ub j ect ed to 

Saudi Arabi an rul e , which never happened . There wa s l ittle 

e l se f o r  them to fear - even Per s i a  ( I ran ) across  the Gu l f . 

We ste rn-type food was in s hort s upply . Loca l l y  the re 

wa s very l i tt l e  other than native f l at bread , baked da i l y  

over hot coa l s  i n  the open . Native butcher s  would hang a 

s heep or a goat carca s s  in the open a i r ,  from wh ich " hunk s "  

were cut o f f  and sold ind i s cr iminate l y .  I t  wa s a common 

s i ght to see Arabs walking , carrying unwrapped f l at bread in 

one hand , and a piece o f  raw mutton in the othe r , down the 
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road , the meat dripping o f  b l ood . The Royal Navy had a sma l l  

canteen with a f ew canned vegetab l e s  and potted meat . The 

one s ingle b l e s s ing was the avai l ab i l ity of our own aircraft , 

which would pick up members of  the ha l f  dozen navy dependent 

f ami l ie s ,  and ferry them ove r to the Ai r Force Commi s s ary at 

the Dhahran Ai r Ba se , and back about every ten days . 

Re f ri geration wa s needed , and th i s  we solved by importing 

deep free zer boxe s di rect f rom the U . S . A . There were no such 

modern conveniences ava i l able l oca l l y .  Such pieces o f  

equ i pment were pa s s ed o n  t o  our succe s sor s , t o  save them the 

i nconvenience of import ing others . 

In the autumn o f  1 9 5 3  a U . S .  Navy chief yeoman in 

Wa shington happened to hear o f  the Pe r s ian Gu l f  Naval 

Stat ion , and requested duty in the area . BuPe r s  had j us t  the 

r i ght j ob for him,  and he was immediately s ent out to be my 

wri ter a s s i stant . Up unt i l  that t ime , I wa s requ i red to 

operate and type my own report s , wi thout so much as even a 

yeoman . Thi s  ch ief  wa s extremel y  capable and inte l l igent , 

and I could rely on him a s  I could any j unior commi s s i oned 

o f f i cer . ComMidEastForce recogni zed h i s  abi l it y ,  and two 

years l ate r , with the Admiral ' s  recommendation , the ch ief  

yeoman wa s designated a s  a Commi s s i oned Ens ign , USN . 

During the grocery shopping v i s i t s  to Dhahran , I became 

acquainted with the American Consul Genera l ,  Dhahran , the 

Aramco O i l  Company o f f i c i a l s , and the Ai r Force Ba s e  Command .  
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Soon the l eaders o f  a l l  three o f  the se organi zations came to 

v i s i t  me on Bahra in , now that we had a permanent U . S .  Navy 

representative l iving a s hore . They ado pted my home a s  

headquarters . I had e s corted them around the town o f  Manama , 

unt i l  they were able to f ind the i r  own way . Beer and hard 

l iquor in Saudi Arabia was strictly i l legal . The 

attractivene s s  of my home wa s that they could s i p  a beer or 

two . On Bahrain the B r i t i s h  control l ed the s ingle out l et for 

a l cohol i c  beverage s , whi ch were strictly rationed , but did 

make except ions for me , whom they con s i dered re l iable and 

would use d i s cretion in its u s e . One rule wa s to neve r serve 

beer or a l coho l i c  beve rages i n  the presence o f  an Arab , nor 

partake of any i f  an Arab were pres ent . Gradu a l l y  i t  

deve loped , that h igh o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  U . S .  State Department 

or Ai r Force vi s i t ing the Consul ate Genera l ' s  O f f ice i n  

Dhahran , wou l d  be f l own over t o  nearby Bahra in to see the 

town , s topping o f f  at my hou se for re l i e f  from the heat . Our 

hou s e s  were equipped with l arge hor i z ontal cei l ing f an s , 

which kept the a i r  moving and f a i r l y  comfortabl e ,  inside the 

thick rock and cement type wa l l s . 

Soon the re l ie f  for ComMi dEa stForce , newly f rocked Rear 

Admiral W.  G.  Beeche r , USN , a rrived , starting a new round o f  

o f f i c i a l  c a l l s  and v i s it s , o n  a l l  o f  wh ich I a ccompanied . 

Succe s s ively during my tour , Rear Admi ral Harry Hender s on 

r e l i eved h i s  brother- in-law,  Rear Admi ral Beecher , and in 

tur n ,  Rear Admiral Andy Smith took over f rom Rear Admi ral 
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Henders on . Commande r Eugene B .  Henry took ove r a s  Chi e f  o f  

Sta f f . He was l ater to become Chi e f  o f  Staff  at the Nava l 

War Col lege in Newport , Rhode I s l and . 

The U . S .  Navy at that time had a " tropi cal  whi te " 

uni form ,  whi ch cons i sted o f  white short trouse r s , and an open 

c o l l a r  white s h i rt with s hort s leeve s . Shoes and socks were 

black . SNOPG was honest enough to t e l l  me privat el y ,  that my 

l ow hung black socks were anythi ng but attractive a s  a part 

of the uni form .  The Br i t i s h  a lways wore high white socks 

which reached to the knee . I appreciated h i s  comment wh ich I 

agreed with , but expla ined that we Ame r i cans could f ind no 

s uc h  s ocks ava i l able on the market . SNOPG i nvi ted me to use 

the Roya l  Navy Sma l l  Stores f a c i l i ty , to purcha s e  any 

ava i lable c l othing I needed . Thi s  I d i d , and donned the high 

socks immediatel y .  They f e l t  good and were j u s t  a s  cool a s  

t h e  b a r e  legs . Several days late r , the AVP station ship 

arr ived back in port , and I boarded her a s  usual  to o f fer any 

services I coul d . The ship ' s  o f f i cers immed iately g l anced 

down at my socks , with critica l , sarcastic rema rks at s uch a 

non- regul ation uni form .  Later , a lone with the admi r a l , he 

casua l l y  a s ked me whe re I got the socks , and I natur a l l y  told 

him the background . He thought the socks we re attractive , 

whereupon I of f ered to get h im s ome i f  he were intere s ted . 

He seemed pleased , and I went a s hore to purchas e  several 

pa i r s  and brought them back to him the s ame day . He tried 

them on and continued to wear them throughout h i s  tour , 
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pas s ing the custom on to h i s  s ucces sor . Soon , several o f  the 

more s enior o f f icers of the stat i on s h i p  donned them , 

f o l lowing the Admi ra l 1 s  l ead , " non-reg"  that they were . I 

wore them constantly on my j o b ,  and my chief yeoman did 

l ikewi s e . Soon the regu l at i on short b l a ck s ox o f  the U . S .  

Navy came to be l ooked on with horror . 

The s h ip 1 s company rare l y  went a s hore in Bahra in , other 

than to take a s hort wal k  to s tretch the i r  l egs on s o l i d  

ground . There wa s no entertainment nor intere sting s hopping 

to be f ound a s hore . I volunteered to take the o f f icers on a 

s hopping tour of the town o f  Manama , wh ich I had been able to 

s cout . We v i s i ted pr incipa l l y  the several estab l i s hments 

which I thought wou l d  be o f  interest to them . One wa s a 

copper smith s e l l ing l arge bra s s  trays , Arab cof fee pot s , and 

sma l l  anima l s  pounded out o f  bras s . An other shop carried 

Ka shmir l inen s , sma l l  embroi dered goat 1 s  hair throw rugs 

suitable only as wal l  hanging s , and a few trinkets s ui table 

a s  souvenirs to take back home . A c loth ing shop , owned by an 

Indi an , had Ara b  robe s for s a l e , We stern- sty l e  white shirts 

imported f rom Ind i a , and various ne ckt i e s  and handkerchie f s  

imported from Engl and . From here , the o f f icers wandered o f f  

o n  the i r  own f or inve s t i gation , and f ound nothi ng of 

intere s t . After returning to the ship , they made up hand 

s ketches of  the s everal unimproved roads in the town to guide 

other s ,  and soon the enl i sted men o f  the s h i p  wandered i nto 

Manama in groups , to explore the l ayout of the i s l and . 
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As I became better acqu ainted with the Arabs in Bahrai n , 

my l andl ord and several of  h i s  f r iends invited me out f or a 

f i shing trip in a native "dhow " on a Saturday . They brought 

a l ong cooked goat and r i ce wh ich wa s s pread out on the deck , 

and we a l l  pitched in with our hands , making sma l l  ba l l s  of  

the goat meat and r i ce , before eating i t  without any 

utens i l s . Fo l lowing the feast , a l l  hands took a nap with the 

except ion of the " dhow" operator and one member of our pa rty , 

f i shing with a sma l l  l ine over the stern . In the course of 

an hour , a fter breaking h i s  l ine several times , he l anded two 

f i s h ,  each over a foot l ong . Lea rning from thi s  initial  

demon s trat ion , I went a s hore , s cavenged s ome heavy white 

l ine , and located a met a l smith , who could make a two inch 

piece o f  extra heavy wire i nto the form of a f i s h  hook . I 

s howed my equipment to my Arab f r i end , and he s a i d  we should 

take the " dhow" out the fol l owing Saturday , and that he woul d  

buy s ome fresh red meat f o r  bai t . Instead , I had an idea of 

us ing raw beef of  whi ch I had s ome . I tossed several thirty 

f oot lengths of l ine with a piece of beef attached , over the 

stern . Almost immediate l y ,  2 5  to 3 0  pound king mackerel 

grabbed the l ines , and could not free thems e l ve s . Now , other 

members of the party , rather than s l eeping , came to my 

a s s i stance . Wi th th i s  additional hel p ,  we could l aunch a l l  

f ive l ines I had , s imul taneous l y , and keep haul ing i n  f i sh 

constantly . Of ten the king mackerel were 4 0  pounds or more , 

which the natives adv i s ed were too o l d  and tough . The se we re 
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thrown overboa rd . We returned to port earl ier than 

contempl ated , but with each member ,  a s  we l l  a s  the boat 

operator , l oaded down with f our o r  f ive f ine mackerel to l ug 

home . From here on , the party wa s itching to go f i s hing 

aga in and aga in at monthl y  interva l s . 

When Rear Admiral Beecher f i r s t  received noti ce that he 

would be going to Bahra in , he conceived the idea o f  t aking 

h i s  f ami ly a long . He f i rst s urveyed the env irons upon 

arrival , and decided to go ahead with h i s  pl ans . My 

l andlord , the Iraqi constructor , wa s in the proces s  of  

completing a new , one - story We stern-style house nearby . Thi s 

was quite a cceptable to the admiral , and i n  due course 

completed , and pr imitively furni shed prior to arriva l o f  the 

Beecher f ami l y . 

My chi e f  yeoman had ear l i er propo sed that we import deep 

f ree ze boxes from the U . S . , which turned out to be a 

nece s s ity . Soon there a fter , he ga ined access  to air 

condit ioning uni t s , s uppl ied by American out lets which we a l l  

ordered i n  quant ity t o  be shipped from the U . S . A . Now , our 

dependents could l i ve in cool comfort at home , and the deep 

f ree z e s  we re an a s set a s  f ar a s  pre serving food wa s 

concerned . The king mackerel which I caught in the Gul f had 

no scale  and required l ittle c lean ing , which permitted 

f i l l eting and plac ing in the deep f re e z e  for future 

cons umption . For one who l e  month , for examp l e , we were 
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without red meat from any source , but thanks to the fro zen 

mackerel in the deep free z e ,  we had plenty to eat . 

The Aramco O i l  execut i ve s  i n  Dhahran i nvited me on a 

tour o f  the i r  insta l l at i ons and operations i n  Saudi Ara bi a . 

At nearby oi l wel l  insta l l at ions , I s aw very few , i f  any 

Arabs . The workmen were a l l  Americans . Upon inquiry , I was 

told what I s hould have known : that working with one ' s  hands 

was a di sgrace for an Arab .  Aramco , f o r  pub l i c ity purpo s e s , 

had spent con s i derable time i n  training an o i l  dri l l ing crew 

made up ent irely of Arabs . I wa s to see thi s crew at work . 

Behind every Arab wa s an American , ready to j ump and take over 

immediately ,  if the Ara b  f a i led to re spond to h i s  

re spon s i b i l i t i e s . After years o f  tra ining the s i tuation 

conti nued . 

It wa s a Tue sday morning and before returning from 

Dhahran to Bahra i n , my hosts wanted me to witnes s  Ara b  

j ustice . I t  was carried out weekly , every Tuesday at noon , 

in a desert f i e l d  near Dhahran . The pr i s oners were l ed i n ,  

having been a ccused o f  various crime s , particularly steal ing . 

They were l ed individua l l y  to a chopping b l ock where they had 

one or more f ingers chopped o f f , or even a hand at the wr i s t ,  

dependi ng upon the seriousne s s  o f  the cri me . Thi s  was done 

in broad day l i ght in the open , f or a l l  inhabitants to see . I 

j u s t  could not appreciate th i s ,  nor stomach i t , and a sked to 

l e ave . I tried to compose mys e l f  by attributing i t  to 
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" exper ience '' , and the practice continued week a fter week . No 

Wes terner would ever understand th i s  s ort o f  j u s t i ce . 

The U . S .  ambas s ador to Saudi Ara bi a ,  Amba s s ador 

Wadsworth ,  wa s the mo st senior Fore i gn Servi ce Of f icer in the 

State Department . He had v i s i ted the Consul General  in 

I 

Dhahran , who brought him over to Bahra i n  to vi s i t  me . 

Amba s s ador Wadswo rth invited me over to Jidda , where the 

Ame r i can Emb a s sy was l oc ated , and to stay with him for a few 

days in his o f f i c i a l  house . I accepted . The Ambas s ador 

tal ked to me at great l ength expla ining a l l  the probl ems that 

troubled him,  part i cu l a rly that as the s enior amba s s ador in 

the servi ce , he didn ' t  even have a naval attache in th i s  

important country with s o  long a coastl ine . I tried to 

s ympa thi ze with him and exp l a i n , that attache s were in s hort 

s upp l y ,  and that none were a s s i gned anywhere i n  the area , 

except in Be irut , where there were thousands o f  American 

nat i ona l s  requiring attent ion . S ince no travel wa s permitted 

in Arabi a , except for inf requent gue s t s  spec i f i ca l l y invited 

by a res ident individua l , there wa s no real need for an 

attache i n  Arabia . The Ambas s ador s cowl ed and repl ied 

sternly , " Ca ptain , I hereby de s i gnate you a s  my naval att ache 

and I want you to come over f or a wee k ,  s tay with me , and be 

my nava l attache . "  I answered with the common navy " Aye , 

aye , Sir , "  ending that conversation . Only a f ew months l ater 

I received a letter from the Ambas sador tel l ing me to get 

over to Jidda as s oon a s  po s s ib l e ,  and plan to stay with h im 
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for at least a week . With my Admira l 1 s  concurrence , I 

compl ied . 

I was l ikewi se invited by the Br i t i s h  Petroleum Co . 

( BAPCO ) in Bahra in to ins pect the i r  operations and 

instal l at ions - l ikewi se ,  the British commerci a l  activit i e s  on 

the i s l and . I wa s part i cularly impre s s ed with the tel ephone 

company which had recent ly insta l l ed thei r  newe s t  equipment , 

and how e a s i l y  they could monitor any activity on the i s l and . 

The British were mos t  e f fective in keeping the peace . 

The Arab League , an organi zation o f  Arab States , wa s i n  

exis tence ; however , they could never , never agree on any 

dec i s ion among thems e l ve s . Pers i a ,  of cour s e , wa s never a 

member , mainly because she had such a high popu lation o f  

Shi i te s , whi ch were r i va l s  o f  Mohammed , the f ounder o f  the 

Sunni s ,  who populated the other Arab State s . Pers i a , under 

the Sha h ,  wa s progre s s i ng toward a modern We s tern-style 

democracy , fr iendly to the Un ited States part i cularl y . 

Neverthe le s s , Shi ites were not admi tted to l and on Bahrain , 

nor were they wel comed e l sewhere on the Arabian Peninsul a .  I 

wanted to v i s i t  and see Tehran and my friends s erving with 

the U . S .  Navy MAAG Mi s s ion there . A res ident o f  Bahrain 

could not have a Persian visa stamped in his pa s s port and be 

a l lowed readmittance i nto Bahra i n . Thi s d i l emma was ove rcome 

by the Bahrain o f f i c i a l s ,  who provided me with a separate 

pa s s port page for the Per s ian v i s a , wh i ch could be removed 
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f rom my pa s s port prior to reentry back to Bahra in . The s ame 

di f f iculty exi s ted between any Ara b  state and I s rael , but 

even more s tr ingent . I ,  there fore , never attempted a v i s i t  

to I s rae l , even f or orientation . 

The Shi ite Mos l ems were fol l owers o f  the des cendants o f  

Al i ,  the younger brother o f  the founder o f  the Mo s l em 

rel igion , Mohammed . Al i tried to take over a s  head of the 

rel igion , on h i s  older brother ' s  death . The earl ier s ect , the 

Sunni Mos lems , re fused to accept a Shi ite as an Arab or a 

Mo s l em .  I n  Bahrain , a s  e l sewhere , they were b l amed for a l l  

the ft s , bandi try , murder ,  and other in fractions o f  the l aw ,  

and there fore care fu l ly watched i f  they were ever admitted 

into another Arab state . It was an uncompromi s i ng s ituat i on , 

a l l  in the name o f  an ins igni f i cant re l i g ious teaching . 

The se people a l l  l ooked very much a l i ke , had a l l  the s ame 

rel igious teachings , except for the argument over who wa s the 

true " Prophet " .  In Europe and America , where . I  have met both 

Jews and Arabs in We stern dre s s , I have o ften mi s taken an 

I srae l i  or Arab for the othe r ,  particularly s ince my Arabic 

s poken l anguage i s  s imi l ar to both d i a lects and f airly we l l  

understood by both Arab and Jew . 

I wa s nearing the end o f  my a s s igned one-year tour and 

was expecting orders any day ,  po s s ib l y  to Washington in the 

Pl anning Div i s ion . I rece ived a lett er from the BuPe rs d e sk 

a s s ignment of f i cer informing me , that Wa s hington was 
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exper iencing d i f f i cu lty in f i nd ing a suitable vol unteer 

repl acement for me . I repl ied s aying not to be ove rly 

concerned , a s  we were doing f ine in thi s  " hard s h i p "  are a , and 

that I was wi l l ing to stay on as l ong as nece s s ary , unt i l  

they coul d l ocate a r e l i e f . Another year pa s s ed without 

further informati on from Wa shington . 

I regularly wa l ked around Bahra i n , o ften dur ing mi d-day , 

i n  s ummer uni form ,  v i s iting with Br it i sh and Arab busines smen 

f r iends as I happened to pa s s  the i r  e stab l i shment s . Mos t  

pr ivate busine s s e s  and shops usua l l y  c l o sed the i r  doors t o  

customer s  f rom about 1 : 0 0 to 4 : 0 0 p . m .  dur ing the heat o f  the 

day . On one part icular day , I began to suddenly feel  

l i ght -headed and proceeded to my home , which wa s very near . 

I made i t  to the kitchen , and was barely able to reach for a 

spoon ful o f  s a l t ,  which I downed quickly with a drink of 

water . Wi thin a matter o f  a f ew minute s , I wa s completely 

back to norma l . I had learned a le s s on , and there a fter 

a lways carried a smal l  packet o f  salt with me . We had a l l  

been advi sed ( o ften ordered ) t o  take s a l t  pi l l s  da i ly ,  a s  we 

had in the South Pa c i f i c  dur ing WW I I ; however , I had studied 

the medical books wel l , and wa s convinced that actual s a l t  

was more e f fective . Outdoor temperatures in Bahrain o ften 

reached 1 3 6  degrees Fahrenhe i t . Oi l r i g  l aborers and ship 

l oading crews had contracted with the oil  companies to stop 

work immed i atel y ,  once the t emperature cl imbed to 1 3 2  

degree s .  Otherwi se , the heat f rom the steel decks would burn 

1 4 1  



through the l eather s o l e s  o f  the i r  work s hoes . 

I received wr itten orders f rom Wa shington to attend the 

annua l conf erence of U . S .  naval attaches from a l l  countries 

of  Europe , as wel l  a s  Ru s s i a  and the Mediterranean a re a , to 

be held in Rome , Italy . I wa s beginning to wonder who was 

rea l l y  my bos s . Was i t  ONI , who is re s ponsible  for a l l  U . S . 

nava l attaches , CNO , who i s s ues s uch o f f ic i a l  Navy orders , or 

CinCNe lm in London , the immediate super ior o f  

ComMi dEa stForce? The next year , I received s imi l a r  orders to 

attend the Annual Attache Conference in Frankfurt , Germany . 

I attended both and f ound that I wa s the only non- attache 

pre sent , be s i de s the s everal ONI expe rts from Washington who 

conducted the conference s . 

ComMi dEa s tForce ' s  next s uperior i n  the chain o f  command , 

CinCNelm,  wa s f our-star Admiral Jerauld Wright . Once a yea r  

he v i s ited the Gu l f  a n d  toured around t h e  a r e a  b y  a i rcraft , 

d i s cu s s ing the current conditions whi l e  accompanied by 

ComMidEa stForce . On these trips , he c a l led on local 

governing o f f i c i a l s  and renewed friendships with tho s e  met 

previous ly . I wa s impre s sed by Admiral Wr ight with h i s  

stalwa rt posture and h i s  manner o f  operating . Instead o f  the 

usual custom of hav ing the f l ag l ieutenant and yeoman prepare 

the cus tomary typewr itten thank you notes of apprec iation to 

o f f i c i a l s  recent ly vi s i ted , the Admiral s pent a l l  his t ime 

during f l i ght s between the var ious stops , handwrit i ng per sona l 
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letters at a sma l l  drop desk in the a i rcra ft cabi n ,  to each 

i nd ividual o f f ic i a l  he had met during the previous s topover . 

There were no civi l i an tour i s t s  to Bahrain to cons ume my 

t ime , as regularly occurred at more civi l i z ed attache pos t s . 

Not infrequent ly I would be o f f i c i a l l y  informed of 

congres smen pa s s ing through Muharrak a irport , and for me to 

l ook out for them . At a sma l l  a i rport s uch as Bahrai n , 

f l ight s were sel dom on time , which meant that o ften I would 

have to wa it for hours in the mi dd le o f  the night , for the 

Congres sman to arr ive . Often at s uch an hour duri ng the 

night , they d i d  not even care to d i s emba rk and v i s it the 

termi nal bu i l ding . Not once d i d  anyone care to leave the 

a i r c ra f t ,  and l ay over a few hours to v i s it the town . It 

must have been standard in structions i s s ue d  b y  Congr e s s ,  not 

to bother to d i s emba rk at Bahra i n .  We did , however ,  have 

occas ional v i s i t s  by various s ervi ces , mi l i tary o f f i c i a l s  on 

o f f i c i a l  v i s its of inspect ion . From t ime to t ime , U . S .  

De s troyer Divis ions , having comp l eted the i r  tours o f  wart ime 

duty in Korea , woul d take the we stern route home , s topping in 

brie f ly at Bahra in , at whi ch t ime my Ara b  merchant f r iends 

f e l t  honored to prepare a feast of a who l e  roast sheep with 

the head sti l l  attached , for the v i s i ting o f f icer s . The Arab 

custom of eating with the hands , i . e . tearing o f f  s ome meat 

and f ormi ng a bal l with r i ce , wa s a good experience for the 

Amer i can v i s itor s . Be f ore digging into the food , the gue s t  

o f  honor , usual l y  the commodore , w a s  presented w i t h  the e ye 
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of the roa s t  s heep to taste , before others could s tart eating . 

More than once , the rel iable Ameri can navy gue st o f  honor 

dut i f u l l y  comp l ie d , indicating hi s s avoring the del i cacy , 

which wa s anything but chewabl e , much to the s urpr i s e  o f  the 

host , who thought that it coul d  not po s s ib l y  be acceptable to 

We stern appetite s .  

Severa l o f  our Admi r a l s  had been i nvited to Jidda to 

v i s i t  King Saud , e l de st son o f  the original f ounder o f  the 

Kingdom o f  Saudi in Ara bi a , who had died in 1 9 5 3 . We met in 

a l arge receiving par lor with mus ty , overstu f f ed cha i r s  and 

broad weave Arab rugs , wh i l e  drinking Arab cof fee , a fter 

having our hands s prayed with Arab per fumes . Al l 

conversation had to rely on Arab interpreters . Be f ore 

leaving , the king would present the admi ral with a gold 

pocket watch with his own picture on the face thereof , and 

a l s o  an Arab robe and he adwear , actua l l y  having been used by 

the king himsel f ,  wh ich was a s ymbol of great honor . Other 

membe rs of the party were pre s ented with more common Ara b  

robes and headgear . The admi ra l , l ikewi s e , had h i s  g i f t s  f or 

the king , but neatly g i ft wrapped in accordance with We stern 

custom . 

At the t ime o f  my arrival i n  1 9 5 3 ,  Aramco wa s paying the 

King o f  Arabia f i ve cents a barrel f or the crude oi l ,  having 

j us t  recent l y  been increased f rom four cents . Thi s  furni shed 

the king with i ncrea s ed gold coins to give to h i s  various 
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triba l leader s  to keep them i n  l ine . Of  cour s e , the o i l  

company had carried out a l l  the prospect ing and dri l l ing o f  

the we l l s . In addit ion , roads had to be bui l t  acro s s  the 

desert s ands to reach the dozens and hundreds of wel l s , a s  

the search f o r  new f i e l d s  i ncrea sed . There had been no 

previous road s ,  only camel foot marks in s ome places 

throughout the desert . Anything the king wi s hed f rom abroad , 

Aramco would get for him.  Then he wanted improved hi ghways 

l e ading from h i s  capita l , Jidda , and numerous pa l a ce s  bui l t  

for h i s  wive s and 1 5 0  s ons . The s e  s tructures required 

furni shings , modern e l ectrical i ceboxe s , et c . , a l so at Aramco 

expense . 

When King Saud died in 1 9 5 3 , h i s  e l de s t  s on with the 

s ame name , s ucceeded to the throne . From thi s  time on , the 

price paid to the Saudi King had to be increased by l e aps and 

bound s . The 1 5 0  hereditary princ es , a l l  heirs to the throne , 

travel led extens ive l y  abroad , s pending lavishly , part i cul arly 

at the gambl ing cas inos . The Arabian bureaucracy devel oped 

rapidly in the 1 9 6 0 s  and 1 9 7 0 s , and demanded a s ay i n  the 

management of the o i l  company , unt i l  we have the s ituat ion as 

it ex i s t s  today . 

Ramadan , the month o f  fa sting from sun up to sun down , 

i s  practiced universa l l y  throughout the Arab countries . Most 

business  comes to a s tandsti l l  whatever there is o f  i t . Even 

the more enl i ghtened and progre s s ive Ara b  bus ine s smen in my 
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day were requ i red to u s e  one or more of their Br i t i s h  

employees to handle e s sent i a l  paperwork , etc . I wa s f r iendly 

with s everal brothe r s , who managed and operated a shipping 

bus ine s s  on Bahra in . As I wa s pa s s ing the i r  closed o f f ice 

downtown , they spotted me and mot i oned f or me to come around 

to the rear , where they opened the door hal fway for me to 

enter . They invited me upsta irs where they had l iv ing 

quarters out of s i ght . We sat down and the i r  attendants 

brought in s everal bottl e s  of French brandy . Everyone drank 

heart i ly . I had never s een an Ara b  drink l i quor before . I 

began to a s k  a few quest ions about Ramadan and the i r  semi 

s tarvation during thi s  month- l ong period . They s poke f rankly 

and were eager to te l l  everyth ing about their rout ine . Be i ng 

noontime , i t  wa s thei r  custom to close  up at th i s  hour , 

Ramadan or not . They would then retire to their quarters and 

drink brandy rather than pray , and then f a l l  a s l eep , unti l  

reopening time a t  four o r  f i ve o ' cl ock , for a few hours . 

During Ramadan , only the s everal Br i t i s h  emp loyees could 

attend to the bu s ine s s . However , I saw the se s everal Arab 

execut ives in the background o f  the o f f ice doing the i r  

bus ine s s  a s  u s ua l , out of s ight , they thought . After sundown 

they could s tart to eat . My s everal f r iends bragged , that 

they o ften banqueted a l l  night l ong and genera l l y  had a party 

night because it was vacation month . Now I was complete l y  

mi xed up a s  to the authenti c ity of everything I had read i n  

the books o n  Ramadan . 
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In the months to come , I was to l earn more o f  the Arab 

mental ity a s  s e parate f rom the i r  rel igion , which was the only 

law o f  the l and . Ac cording to the Kor an , an Arab may not eat 

pork . On the contrary , one of the i r  f avori te foods is 

Amer i can or Br i t i s h  ham .  One o f  the mo s t  pr i zed gi ft s  b y  a 

foreigner to an Ara b  i s  a ham , but i t  must be pa s s ed mos t  
.. 

secretly in a d i s gui s ed package . The recipi ent wi l l  guard i t  

l i ke a l arge bar o f  g o l d  and wi l l  rema in your f r iend for 

l i f e , never admitting h i s  s in of  eating it i n  private . I wa s 

rapidly becoming di s i l lusioned with a l l the wor l d  rel i gi ons . 

As the second anniver s a ry of my tour in Bahra in 

a pproached , I again ant i c ipated orde r s  back to Wa shington and 

a j ob in s ome kind o f  planning . I was not enthu s i astic  

enough to inquire . I f in a l l y  received a letter f rom the 

det a i l  o f f i cer sayi ng , that I had done a f avor to BuPers for 

remaining on the j ob for an additional year , and that they 

wi shed to s how the i r  appreciation by o f fer ing to a l l ow me my 

personal cho ice in sel ecting my next duty station . I knew i t  

wa s t ime to leave . Although I wa s hold ing u p  we l l , en j oying 

my many dut i e s , I could sense that my w i f e  wa s succumbing to 

the heat . Th i s  I parti a l l y  attri buted to the a i r  

condi t i oning i n  my house . I per s ona l l y  could not tol erate 

the constant change f rom the normal outdoor heat to the 

ins ide cool ne s s . I could not s l eep in an art i f i c i a l l y  cooled 

room at night . I rep l i ed to the Wa shington desk o f f i ce r  that 

I would l i ke to return to NWC , Newport for the Senior Course 
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in Strategy , for which I was s ti l l  e l igible , even though I 

had been attached to the s t a f f  f or two yea rs . I f  not , any 

j ob in a more temperate c l imate would be mos t  we l c ome . He 

repl i ed that there were no l onger any openings at NWC Senior 

Course , but there would be before the l i st was f i rmed up and 

that I would be so ordered . One week l ater , I was to receive 

my orders to NWC . 

There were no movers or packers in Bahra in . There was 

no wood for crating or boxes . I pl anned to turn over the 

ma j ority of my househo ld furni shings and equ ipment to my 

succes sor . I v i s ited s ome o f  my shopkeeper friends who had 

received crating and other shi pping suppl i e s  for wh ich they 

had no further need . I l ocated s ome Afri can mahogany crating 

mate r i a l  recently arrived , wh ich I carted home to make into 

shipping boxes . The mahogany was too hard to take a na i l , 

but I borrowed a hand dri l l  to open ho l e s  to take the na i l s , 

without spl itting the wood . I wa s able to produce f ive s o l i d  

wooden cases  wh ich would accommodate a l l  our l inens , c lothing 

and tr inket s . 

My succe s s or arrived s hort l y . I could tel l f rom the 

beginning that he didn ' t  l ike the l ooks of the l ands cape . He 

would be anything but happy on Bahra i n . 

I pre fe rred to return home eastward , to see Southea s t  

As i a  and the Phi l i ppine s , wh ich was denied me in 1 9 4 0  
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returning from Japan . S i nce the Per s ian Gul f  wa s hal fway 

around the earth , permi s s ion wa s readi ly granted by 

Wa s hington . I wa s able to burn a ride on the State Department 

c l a s s i f i ed ma i l  pl ane , whi ch made del i ve ry and pi ckup at 

embas s ie s  enroute on a weekly bas i s . Bucket seats were not 

the mo st comf ortable r ide ; however ,  we touched down every 

night f rom Bahrain via De lhi , Bangkok , Sa igon , Mani l a ,  

Taipei , Hawa i i , San Franc i s co and on to Wash i ngton , where I 

rema ined f or a week o f  debri e f ing by various depa rtments o f  

the government . By the time we reached Newport , my tenant , 

a l s o  a navy captain , had received h i s  order s  and had vacated 

my home , ready for me to take ove r . 

As I embarked on my course o f  instruction at NWC , I had 

made up my mind in advance that I wa s not going to overwork 

mysel f .  I a l ready knew everything to expect . Thi s was going 

to be a re s t  period for me , to recuperate f rom the tropical  

heat o f  the prev ious two years  in Bahra in . The coolne s s  o f  

the f r e s h  a i r  o n  the oceanfront wa s the greate s t  l uxury . 

I noticed pract i c a l l y  no di f f erence i n  the cour se nor 

requi rements from f i ve or s ix year s  earl ier . I paid my 

respects to Admiral McCormick in h i s  o f f  ice , where we tal ked 

over o l d  t ime s in the USS NECHES in the 1 9 3 0 s , when the then 

Commander McCormick wa s my skippe r . The admi ral was p l ans 

o f f i cer for CincPac duri ng WWI I when I was a l so a member of 

the s ame sta f f . Captains Henry Ecc l e s  and Bern Ander s on had 
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rema ined on the Co l l ege sta f f  during the intervening year s ; 

howeve r ,  they had been o f f i c i a l l y  retired back in 1 9 5 1 . 

Commodore Bates continued with h i s  critical h i story o f  WW I I  

batt l e s  in the Pac i f i c ; however , he brought f ew Japanes e  

trans l ation chore s t o  me th i s  tour . I had di rect contact 

with Admiral Conol l y  only on several occas ions . He seemed 

not to have reco l le cted my being executive o f f i cer o f  h i s  

f lagshi p ,  FRESNO , i n  England 1 9 4 6 - 4 8 ,  and I never brought the 

sub j ect up . 

I accomp l i s hed a l l  my cours e  a s s ignments f aithfu l l y ;  

however , I never f e l t  overworked , having been through i t  a l l  

i n  the past . For the thes i s , I picked a subj ect which I knew 

wel l from exper ience , "A Di s cours e  and a War P l an for the 

Middle East . " Thi s  required no great e f fort on my part , 

particularly s ince no re search on the sub j e ct was nece s s ary . 

I was d i s appointed in the course in only one respect : 

that I wa s not ca l l ed upon , to give a pres entation o f  my 

experiences in the Mi ddle Ea s t . Every student , a s  we l l  a s  

s ta f f  members , could have bene f i ted from such a d i s c u s s ion . 

Other s tudent s with whom I ta lked private l y ,  had equa l l y  

valuable experiences , whi ch could have been shared b y  greater 

numbers . I received a h i gh mark on my the s i s ; however , i t  

bene f i ted nobody . I would state def initely that a NWC cour se 

i s  of  no value to a career o f f icer with regard to promoti on . 

Other bene f i t s , however ,  are i nnumerabl e . The change o f  
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pace , wh ich a l l ows an o f f i cer to r e l ax and to read and s tudy , 

i s  inva l uabl e .  Every graduate come s away with a vast s tore 

of knowl edge in pl anning , programming , and use of various 

weapons systems that are ava i l ab l e ,  but wh i ch he may never 

have had exper ience with in h i s  career . Cons ideration o f  

s trategi c  f a ctors in var ious parts o f  the wor l d  i s  another 

v a luable o f f e ring of the cour s e . The abi l i ty to apply thi s  

knowl edge i n  practi ce , f o l l owing graduation , i s  what 

determine s  the true capab i l ity of an o f f icer insofar a s  

promotion i s  concerned . 

Early in 1 9 5 6 ,  rea l i z ing that NWC s tudy was nearing 

completion , I wa s hoping to go back to sea in s ome capac ity ; 

however ,  I had no inkl ing of anything in store for me . I 

soon learned by personal letter f rom a former Admiral who had 

served in the Pe rs ian Gu l f ,  that he had been de s i gnated to 

head a newly estab l i shed section for planning on the Middl e  

East . I could not enthuse over more s hore duty , e s pec i a l ly 

i n  the Pentagon . 

CNO Admira l Arle i gh Burke v i s ioned a new course at NWC 

whi ch would incl ude o f f i cers o f  foreign f r iendly nat ion s . 

The Pre s i dent , NWC , was a sked to recommend o f f i cers who would 

be suitable to head such a course . A sta f f  member approached 

me for my react i on ,  s ince I had previous expe rience in 

dea l i ng with foreign o f f i cers . I outl ined to the inqui rer 

what I con s i dered to be e s s ential  requ i s ites , but not mys e l f  
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s ince I was intent upon gett ing to sea , i f  at a l l  po s s ib l e . 

Some weeks late r , a f r i end and NWC c l a s smate at the time , 

Captain Ri chard Co l bert , came to me and con f ided what he knew 

about the new foreign o f f i cer course pl ans and s tated that he 

had a chance f o r  cons i de ration to head the f i r s t  c l a s s ,  but 

that he was l ow on the pr i o rity l i s t  because there were more 

sen i or and exper ienced o f f icers ahead of him . I encouraged 

him to actively s eek the j ob ,  i na smuch a s  it would be a mo st 

pre s tigious a s s ignment and that he was not yet e l igible for a 

s eagoing b i l let . I gave him the bene f it o f  my exper iences 

with forei gn navy o f f icers , and a s s ured him that h i s  l a ck o f  

sen ior ity had n o  bearing o n  h i s  e l igibi l i ty , s ince h e  was 

a l ready wearing captain str ipes . I po inted out to him the 

probl ems he was l ikely to run i nto initia l l y ,  in setting up 

the course . I n  answer to h i s  query o f  why I wa sn 1 t  

interested in the j ob ,  I told him f rankl y  that I had to get a 

seago ing b i l l et , otherwi s e  I would wel come the a s s i gnment 

over any other . 

In late Apr i l ,  I rece ived a tel ephone ca l l  f rom the 

detai l o f f i ce r  in Wa shington , informing me that I wa s 

s chedul ed to command USS NANTAHALA ( AO 6 0 ) , a f l eet underway 

repleni shment oi l e r . My fonde st hope s had mater i a l i zed . 

From here on , I care fu l l y  obs erved the maneuver s  o f  s imi l a r  

s h i p s  entering and l e aving Newport harbor . Thi rty eight 

thous and tons of hul k seemed awesome to me in those days . 
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We were approaching graduation . I had received my 

o f f i c i a l  orders and wa s a l l  prepared f or my new a s s ignment . 

Ten days before graduation I received an urgent de s patch from 

the Bureau . NANTAHALA had gone aground in Key We s t ,  Florida . 

I was to proceed at once to Key We s t , rel ieve the commanding 

o f f i cer on the s pot , s topping enroute b r i e f l y  in Nor folk f or 

further orders from Commander Servi ce Force . I f l ew o f f  

immediate l y , mi s s ing several o f  the Global Strategy 

Di s cu s s ions and graduat ion itsel f .  

Upon arrival in Nor f ol k ,  a de s patch had j us t  arrived 

f rom NANTAHALA . The ship had manage d to free herse l f  from 

the underwater obstruct ion , under her own power , prior to the 

arrival of oceango ing tug s s ent f rom Nor fo l k , and wa s 

proceeding to Nor folk with no damage . ComServFor Atl anti c  in 

Nor f o l k  wa s de l ighted , and held me up awa iting arrival of the 

shi p ,  whi ch was urgent l y  needed in the Med iterranean . The 

commanding o f f icer ' s  version of the incident was accepted , no 

further act ion was contemp l ated , not even drydocking for 

i n s pection o f  the bottom . The ship was turned around 

immediately and I took her to the Medi te rranean . Enroute ,  

the ship ' s  engineers had cons i derable work c l e aning out the 

mud which had entered the boilers , turbine c a s ing s , pumps , 

and the fresh water evaporators . Ra ther than receiving the 

usual courts-mart ial , the former commanding o f f i cer received 

a letter o f  commendation and ul timately promoted to rear 

admi ra l . 
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Upon enter ing the Mediterranean and reporti ng for duty , 

my new bo s s , Commander Service Force S IXTH Fleet , orde red me 

to j o in up with the f l eet at a certa i n  l ati tude and 

l ongitude , pre sently conducting repleni shment underway . Upon 

rendezvous , the only other oi ler pre sent was completely empty 

and I was ordered a long si de to trans fer part o f  my f u l l  l oad , 

s o  that there would be two o i lers ava i l able to c ompl ete the 

repl eni s hment operat i on .  I had never seen th i s  maneuver 

carried out before , nor could I prev i ou s l y  f ind anythi ng 

wr i tten on the sub j ect , even at the Naval War Co l l ege , s ince 

underway repleni s hment wa s devel oped dur ing WWI I .  I was able 

to make a safe approach , pas s  the s ix- inch hos e s  ove r ,  and 

commenced the o i l  trans fer operation . I hooked up a 

s h i p-to-ship sound-powered t e l ephone with the captain on the 

other oi ler s o  we could communicate di rectly . No s ooner had 

we sett l ed down , s teaming together a l ong side each other , than 

the f l eet commander ordered a reverse cours e  to be executed 

s imultaneou s l y  by a l l  ships . The captain of the o i ler 

a longs i de me rea l i zed , that I was inexperienced , having j u s t  

arrived , and tol d  m e  not to wo rry , - that h e  would execute the 

turn only a few degree s at a t ime keeping me informed by 

sound-powered te l ephone , and wou l d  make sure that I was 

para l l e l  with him and rid ing we l l  be fore he would make the 

next change . Al l went wel l  and we compl eted the 1 8 0  degree 

turn in good time . After s uch a s udden introduct ion , I now 

f e l t  con f i dent of any future maneuver whi ch might be 
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required . 

Wi th the a rrival o f  NANTAHALA , we could now furni sh the 

f leet with a l l  fuel oi l ,  aviation gasol i ne , and l ube o i l  

requi red . A s  the f l eet oi l er s  became empty ,  they were s ent 

back to Nap l e s , Italy , for a new l oad of fuel . Bes ide s 

Napl e s , we had various other stock pi led fue l supply 

faci l it i e s  throughout the Medite rr ane an . Several months 

l ate r , a s  the demand s for fuel increased , I was s ent to 

another s ource in I s kanderun , Turkey , for the f i rs t  time . 

Thi s  was a sha l low and d i f f icult harbor for a deep draft 

oi ler , and the oi l trans fer f a c i l ities  were not o f  the best 

qual i ty .  I s kanderun came to be used more f requent ly with 

time . 

The S I XTH Fl eet f l ag shi p ,  Se rvi c e  Force f l a g s h i p ,  and 

the fresh prov i s ions AKA were each home ported in the 

Me diterranean on a two year rotational s chedu l e ;  however , the 

commander ' s  tours were for one year . Al l operating ships 

were rotated every six months . 

I encountered one di f f icult moment in our operations , 

when enter ing a l iberty port for the weekend . My navigator 

was a l ieutenant wi th l i tt l e  exper ience at sea . He was 

i nte l l i gent but l az y . He endeared h ims e l f  to several 

previous Admi r a l s  who reta ined him on the i r  sta f f s  merel y ,  

because he could interpret and s peak the Ita l i an language 
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f l uently . On board NANTAHALA , he del ighted lying i n  h i s  bunk 

eating choco late s , and it was a problem getting him up to the 

bridge to do h i s  rout ine da i l y  star s ight s , or as navigating 

in and out of harbo r s . I was becoming fed up with h i s  

shi rking of duty . On this particular morning he had to be 

roused out o f  h i s  bunk for entering port t o  anchor . He 

f i na l l y  arrived on the br idge to argue with his chief  

qua rtermaster , wh i ch I tried to over look s i nce the navigator 

i s  a department head , regard l e s s  o f  rank . As we approached 

our anchorage , I could see that h i s  course and s peed 

recommendations were going to take us we l l  beyond our 

des ignated anchorage s pot , pos s ib l y  into shoal water . ( I  

a lways stud i ed the harbor charts before arrival and retained 

danger bearings in my head . ) I s topped a l l  engines and was 

ready to rever s e , s o  a s  to take of f headwa y ,  as I di rected 

the navigator to ver i f y  h i s  bearings and pos i t i on . At t h i s  

h e  became excited a n d  angry , repeating loud l y ,  " Ca pta i n ,  I 

told you that we have a mi l e  to go . "  I was s ure that we were 

running into dange r , reversed the engine s ,  and ordered the 

naviga tor o f f  the bridge . I t hen told the chief 

quarte rma ster to take a round of bearings and p l ot the s h i p ' s  

pos it i on ,  which he qu ickly d i d , s howing that even with our 

backing on the engines , NANTAHALA wa s sti l l  ahead o f  her 

a s s igned bert h . We cont inued backing down into pos i t i on and 

dropped the anchor . I then learned f rom the chi e f  that the 

nav igator was u s ing a wrong navigational mark . The chief  was 

aware o f  the navi gator ' s  e rror a l l  the time , and that ' s  what 
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the earl ier a rgument was a l l  about . The nav i gator told the 

chief to " shut up " rather than l i sten to h i s  adv i ce before 

deciding . In s uch a s ituat i on , a seasoned quartermaster that 

he was , should h ave gone over h i s  bos s ' s  head and menti oned 

the mi stake to the capt a i n ; however , the chi e f  quarterma ster 

thought that he owed his l oyalty to his immed iate bos s , the 

navigator , and nobody e l se . I s ent o f f  a despatch to BuPers 

requesting that the navi gator be detached and put a s ho re 

immedi ate l y . BuPers approved , but added they had no r e l i e f  

immediately ava i lable . I rep l ied that I had not reque s ted a 

rel i e f , only h i s  removal f rom the shi p .  In the meantime I 

had rel ieved the nav i gator o f  a l l  h i s  duti e s , and denied him 

further acce s s  to the br idge . Short l y , I heard a rap on my 

cabin door . The navigator was s t anding with a despatch he 

wi s hed to send to Was h i ngton , and wanted me to release i t . I 

repl ied that a s  Head o f  Department , he s t i l l  retained that 

autho r i t y ,  and I did not need to know the contents . By 

evening , a personal de s patch came back to him f rom BuPe r s  

stating , " You cannot court-martial  your commanding o f f i cer . "  

That sett l ed the matter . Of f i c i a l  de spatch trans fer orders 

were rece ived during the night , and the l ieutenant wa s put 

a s ho re early in the morning . Surpr i s ingly to me , the more 

s enior petty o f f i cers on board voiced the i r  unanimous 

approval of  the sudden tran s f e r  for the unpopul a r  navigator . 

A monthly SIXTH Fl eet operating s chedule was publ i shed , 

l i s ting the d a i l y  operating s chedul e  for the various unit s ,  
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incl ud ing l i berty ports s cheduled for rest and recreation , 

whi ch was not too f requent . NANTAHALA continued re fuel i ng 

ships at sea , whi ch soon became rout ine . We p l i e d  the 

Med iterranean from east to wes t  as needed . By l ate November 

1 9 5 6 ,  we  had comp leted our s cheduled s i x  month a s s ignment in 

the Mediterranean and were l ooking f orward to our return to 

Norf o lk in t ime for Chr i s tma s . 

NANTAHALA took on a f u l l  l oad o f  oi l in preparation to 

cro s s  the Atl anti c .  Sai l ing on s chedul e ,  we were within a 

few mi l e s  o f  trans iting the Straits o f  Gi bra l tar to the 

At l ant i c  Ocean . Suddenly an urgent des patch arrived , 

ordering me to reverse course and head f o r  the eastern end of 

the Mediterranean , with further deta i l s  to f o l l ow .  Thi s 

o perat i on became known a s  " The Suez Cr i s i s " o f  1 9 5 6 . 

Al l the ships o f  the S IXTH Fl eet were in port d i s pe r sed 

in va rious l ocations , en j oying a weekend o f  l i berty . Crews 

were reca l l ed throughout the town s , and a l l  commands were 

ordered to proceed toward the Suez Canal and awai t  

instruction s . NANTAHALA had the only ava i l able fuel to 

repleni s h  the combatant ships , the two other o i lers being in 

port l oading cargo fue l . Upon arrival off Sue z , we were 

s t i l l  in the da rk as to what was happening . Al l s h i p s  coul d  

use fue l , and we s pent day and ni ght f i l l ing them u p  s o  they 

wou ld be " topped o f f " for any emergency . Thi s  resulted i n  a 

new record being s et o f  re fuel i ng 2 6  warships  in a 
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twenty- four hour period . NANTAHALA received recognition by 

being pi ctured on the f ront cover of the monthly " Se rvice 

Force News " ,  publ i s hed in Nor f ol k , Vi rginia . Thi s  pace 

continued without interrupt i on f or the next two days , a tota l  

of  7 6  hours dur ing whi ch t ime I remained on the br idge 

conti nual l y ,  equal ing or s urpa s s ing a new record number o f  

individual s h i p s  re fue led . B y  now , NANTAHALA wa s compl etely 

empty and we had to return to Nap l e s  f or a new load . 

However , our other two oi lers were a pproaching from a f ew 

mi l e s , j u st over the hori zon . These could handl e  the 

s ituat i on whi l e  NANTAHALA wa s re l oading in Nap l e s . 

On ly now could the c rew get s ome rest and much needed 

s l eep a fter three days of  conti nuous labo r , everyone being 

fed s andwi ches on station during that three-day period . 

Four Star Admi ral Charles  " Cat"  Brown , CinCSouth , the 

NATO Commander- in-Chief of  Southern Europe , wa s at this time 

stationed in Nap le s . We hadn ' t  met s ince 1 9 4 9 , when he wa s 

Chie f  o f  Sta f f , NWC i n  Newport . Admiral Brown wa s a lways 

g l ad to wel come me in h i s  o f f i ce ,  anyt ime I coul d  get away 

f rom my shi p .  I could ba rge into h i s  headquarters without 

appo intment . We could now begin to piece together the puz z l e  

o f  what was going o n  at Sue z . From various reports going 

around , I s rael wa s about to attack Nas s e r ' s  Egypt with fu l l  

con f i dence that they wou l d  be able t o  overrun the country , 

and thereby stop , once and for a l l  t ime , the conti nua l Arab 
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incurs ions into I s rael territo ry . F i r st , I s rael needed a 

commi tment f rom the Al l ie s  that they would not intervene in 

any manner to hinder the I srae l i  operat i on . Thi s , the Fre nch 

and Bri t i s h  a pparently agreed to ; howeve r ,  they could not 

o bta in concurrence f rom the U . S .  Secretary of State , John 

Foster Dul l es . Under the Pres idency o f  E i s enhowe r ,  I s rae l  

f e l t  desperate and dec ided t o  go ahead , regard l e s s  o f  the 

Ame r i can attitude . When Secretary Dul l e s  heard of thi s  and 

the fact that French and Br i t i s h  observers were on the s cene , 

the U . S . i s s ued stern warnings to the two coope rating 

countr ies . The I s ra e l i  forces were moving rapid l y , 

encountering l ittle r es i stance . The U . S .  ordered the S I XTH 

F l eet to the scene and i s sued an u l timatum to I s rae l , to cease 

host i l ities  at once and withdraw , whi ch they d i d , s i gning a 

peace a greement , t hus ending the " Cr i s i s '' . Persona l l y ,  I s ay 

"What a shame for U . S .  Foreign Po l i cy . " 

Under the c i r cumstance s ,  NANTAHALA was retained on duty 

in the Medi terranean , pending the a rrival of two add itional 

oi lers from the U . S . A . in s everal weeks , fol l owing wh ich 

NANTAHALA wa s released to return to Nor f o lk . 

Upon arriva l  in Norfolk a fter dark , we entered port and 

dropped anchor i n  our a s s igned berth o f f  the docks . I then 

went home to v i s i t  my f ami l y  f or the f i rs t  t ime in s i x  

month s . A ha l f  hour l ater , I receive d  a tel ephone c a l l  f rom 

one o f  my ship ' s  o f f i cers . NANTAHALA wa s dragging anchor , 
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and the duty commander ( a ctua l ly a j un i or l ieutenant ) had 

s team up , trying to hold the s h i p  near to our a s s igned berth . 

I rus hed back to the s h i p  to a s certa i n  the troub l e .  For s ome 

reason , the anchor wou l d  not ho ld . I prepared the lee anchor 

for dropping , and hauled in the anchor in u s e . Apparent l y ,  on 

dropping the anchor origina l ly , it penetrated through an o l d  

crashed a i rcra ft wing o n  the bottom , but h e l d  wel l .  As the 

t ide rever sed , the anchor f luke s t i pped over and would no 

longer d i g  into the mud . The fol l owing morning a fter 

day l i ght , we cut the a i rcraft wing of f with acete l ine torches 

and the anchor was again operationa l .  After an hour , the 

ship was s ecure again , and I returned to my f ami l y .  I v i s ited 

the port d i re ctor ' s  o f f ice to inve stigate the s tory behind 

the F4F f i ghter aircraft wing , which our anchor penetrated on 

the harbor f loor . There was no record of any a i rp l ane crash 

anyt ime in the pas t . A harbor barge removed the wing from 

the shi p ,  but the mystery was never s ol ved . 

NANTAHALA could now be drydocked for examinat i on o f  

underwater damage , due to the earl ier grounding i n  Key We s t . 

Of great urgency wa s nece s s ary , repa i r s  and replacement o f  

damaged super heater tube s , which deve l oped a s  a result o f  

i ntake o f  s a l twater due to grounding . These pin hol e s  could 

not be welded by ship ' s  force and one boi l er had to be shut 

down ; however ,  we s ti l l  had s uf f i c ient s peed remaining to 

carry out a l l  our a s s ignments . Upon drydocking , we found 

that a three- foot sect i on of the heavy kee l had been di shed 
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in where the s h i p  had re sted during her ground ing . Of  the 

two evaporators in the engine s pace s , the s h i p ' s  eng ineers 

had been able to completely c l e an one whi l e  operating at sea 

and having to rely s o l el y  on the other for fresh water for 

the boilers  and drinking purpo s e s . We had hoped for 

a s s i stance in making repa i r s  to the other evaporator at 

Norf o l k � however , our t ime in the Navy Yard wa s l imited and 

thi s  could not be accompl i shed . We were needed in the 

Cari bbean to operate with f leet un its there , during the 

sho rtage of other oi lers in home wate r s , s i nce s everal had 

a l ready been ordered to the Mediterranean in the Suez Cr i s i s . 

From my own ship ' s  o f f i ce r s , the real s tory f inal l y  

emerged i n  connect ion with the Key We s t  grounding . Key We s t  

wa s an average harbor with plenty o f  maneuver ing room a s  I 

knew i t  from WITEK days when I entered s everal t ime s . The 

NANTAHALA h ad taken on a p i l ot , princ i pa l l y  to control the 

tugs a i ding in docking the ship a long s ide a pier . Once the 

pi lot was on board , the CO rel axed on the a fter s i de of the 

bridge as the p i l ot e a sed her a longs ide the pier . Howeve r ,  

the p i l ot s e emed unaware o f  the deep draft o f  an o i ler , even 

though he knew of the obs truction at one end , which the CO 

s hould have known as we l l .  Having grounded a long s i de the 

pier , the captain , rea l i z ing that he was f i n i s hed insofar as 

hi s career wa s concerned , s pared no e f forts in h i s  attempt to 

f ree the s h i p  f rom the shoa l , with comp l ete d i s regard f or 

further damage by operating the engines a lmos t  cont inua l l y ,  
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stirr i ng up the mud to enter the evaporators , engine s , and 

boi lers . He s a l l ied the ship with the crew moving in one 

di rect ion , then the other f o r  three days at h i gh tide , unt i l  

s he eventua l ly f l oated f ree . The additi onal harm had been 

done to the propul s i on equ i pment , but NANTAHALA was able to 

make i t  back to Nor f o lk on her own powe r ,  whi ch wa s proof 

enough of noth ing untoward ever happening . Thi s  avoided 

'' unnec e s s ary " hearing s and paperwork ; however , I had 

inherited a " l emon " . Only by hard work on the part of my 

o f f i cers and crew , were we able to make every commi tment . 

I was approaching the end o f  my one year tour i n  

command . The chi e f  o f  ONI wrote me a personal l etter saying 

that ina smuch a s  I would s oon be tran s f e rred to s hore duty , 

he was advi s ing me that he had three attache posts to f i l l  

abroad , namely Pari s ,  Mexico City , and Stockho lm,  Sweden . 

Wou l d  I be i ntere s ted ? I repl ied that I might po s s ibly be 

i ntere sted in Sweden , which wa s not so we l l  known or v i s i ted 

by so many Americans , as the other two choi ce s . No other 

corres pondence trans pired with regard to my upcoming change 

of duty . 

In June , I was orde red to j oin the Nava l Academy 

Midsh i pman Cruise Squadron , enroute to v i s i t  Rio de Jane i ro , 

and to keep them refueled enroute . ( Th i s  wasn ' t  nece s s ary on 

my own mi dsh i pman crui ses to Europe in the early 1 9 3 0 s . )  I n  

Ju ly 1 9 5 7 , enroute to Ri o ,  I received my o f f ic i a l  orders to 
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Stockholm , Sweden , a s  attache . My rel ief  arrived on board 

whi le we were in port at Rio de Jane i ro . I f l ew back to 

Nor f o lk for the u sual debr i e f ing and on to Newport , to see my 

hous e  aga in for a week ' s  vacation before f lying f rom New York 

to Stockho lm on a SAS Swedi s h  a i r l i ne . 

The mid 1 9 5 0 s  wa s a sad per iod i n  h i s tory for many navy 

captains . Thi s  wa s caused by what was known a s  the " Hump " , 

an exce s s i ve number o f  capta ins brought on by the l arge 

number of senior res erve o f f icers , who entered service during 

WWI I ,  and e le cted to remain permanentl y  i n  the navy a fter the 

war . Fi fty percent of the regular captains in the navy were 

s chedu l ed to go , and were reti red forthwith on reduced retired 

pay . I s aw a part i a l  l i sting o f  my Nava l Academy c l a s s  to be 

" Humped Out " . I knew a l l  the s e  capta ins wel l ,  and the 

s acr i f i ce s  they had made over more than twenty year s . Now 

they were reunited with thei r  f ami l i e s  and had sma l l  chi l dren 

to s upport . I could not under stand why I was l ucky enough to 

be retained , whi l e  a l l  the s e  other s , with equa l ly good 

re cords , were s umma r i l y  booted out , contrary to the promi s e s  

o f  the Federal Government , when we entered the service a s  

midshipmen twenty- f i ve years e a r l i e r . The great ma j ority 

we re f orced to go back to col l ege to obta in degree s ,  many in 

teaching , then they taught hi gher mathematics the rest o f  

the i r  l ives . I was beg inn ing to l o se conf idence in our 

government leaders . 
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Sweden wa s a del ight fu l l y  new expe rience . The fami l y  

thrived i n  the cooler Scandinavian c l imate . I was impres sed 

by the Swedi sh archite cture and modern cons truc t i on , r i ght 

down to the hardware and pract i c a l  o f f  ice and home 

furni shings , f a r  superior to Ameri can in my opinion . I 

rented a l arge spacious h i gh r i s e  apartment , previous ly 

occupi ed by my predece s s or , with the l andlord l iving on the 

ground f loor wi t h  h i s  f ami l y , and with whom we became good 

friend s . Many other renters in the bui l ding were f ami l i e s  of 

Rus s ian s atel l ite countr ies , with whom we had nothing in 

common .  

At the emba s s y , being the s enior attache , I was 

de s ignated a s  the U . S .  De f ense Attache ( a s wel l a s  Naval 

Attache ) .  There was absol utel y  no rea s on f o r  s uch a 

des ignation by Wa shington , s ince the separate attaches were 

s t i l l  the experts in the i r  own servi ce . ( It may have worked 

f or the Rus s ians , but I cou l d  s ee no use for it within our 

own s e rvices . )  The embas sy o f f i c i a l s  were a l l  f ri endly and 

plea s ant . There were no d i f f i culties or d i s a greements among 

us . The emb a s s y  had a weekly conference at wh ich the senior 

o f f i c ia l s , i nc lud ing the attaches , met to d i s cu s s  re cent 

events and pending instructions from the State Department in 

Washington . 

Soon a fter I arrived , a new ambas s ador came to 

Stockho l m .  He was not a caree r man , but a pol itical  
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appo intee o f  Pre s i dent Ei senhower . I wa s shocked by the way 

he was continua l ly byp a s s ed by the s enior sta f f  o f  career 

State Depa rtment men at the emba s s y ,  who seemed to operate 

independentl y  a s  if no ambas s ador wa s around . The Deputy 

Ch ief  of  Mi s s ion even cha i red the weekly meeting s . The 

amba s s ador was a kind l y , aged wi dower who a cted the part o f  

a per f ect gent l eman . I f e l t  sorry for h im and a s ked h im 

a long for an occas ional trip around the countrys ide , wh ich he 

en j oyed and greatly appreci ated . After thi s ,  I made a point 

of taking him a long for a v i s it to any U . S . Navy ship whi ch 

might v i s i t  Sweden . Th i s ,  he en j oyed very much . 

The Swed i s h  mil itary chi e f  had set up a l i ai s on o f f ice 

wh i ch wa s the contact point f or a l l  f or e i gn a t t a che s . The 

o f f i ce was headed by a Swedi s h  Army ma j o r  genera l .  Under 

thi s  gene ral were three bureaus , headed by a navy capta in , an 

army colonel and an a i r  force colone l , respective l y . It wa s 

through thi s  o f f i ce , that every attache had to reque st 

permi s s ion to travel more than a days j ourney di stant f rom 

Stockholm.  I know of no s uch reque sts having ever been 

denied , they j u s t  wanted to know our whereabout s .  Permi s s ion 

had to be obtained to v i s it a mi l itary insta l l a t i on ,  navy 

yard , etc . and an e s co rt was o ften provided . There were no 

real mi l itary secrets , other than certain sen s itive defense 

inst a l l at i ons , and the " rumored " underground s ubmarine and 

destroyer '' pens " ,  dug out of the cl i f f s  a long the coas t  on 

the eastern s ide of the Swedi s h  peninsul a .  Thi s  area i s  

1 6 6  



surrounded by the archipel ago of thous ands o f  i s l ands , and i s  

the a rea o f  re cent incurs ions by Ru s s ian submar ines on 

a ppa rent espionage mi s s ions . 

The l i a i son o f f  ice a rranged monthly recreational outings 

f or a l l  attache s ,  ma inly to provi de outdoor exerc i se . During 

the s ummer month s ,  we would motor for an hour beyond 

Stockholm to a forested area . There we woul d be provided an 

a rmy-type terrain map with ei ght stat i ons marked , at each of 

whi ch we would f ind a rubber stamp to mark our card , 

indicating that we had actua l l y  v i s ited the s pot . We hiked 

a lone on foot or in pa i r s  of no more than two . Upon 

comp l e t i on of the course relying on a compa s s  and the map , 

the f i r s t  man to return to base received a sma l l  " fun"  pri z e .  

Thi s was common ly known a s  Orientati ng in Swedish and very 

popu l a r . Thi s  wa s fol l owed by a hot steam bath and a 

smorgasbord buf fet s e rved with Swedish s chnapps . As winter 

approached , ski l e s s ons would be provided for a l l  new 

arriva l s , including f ami l ie s .  During the winter months , the 

attache outings were cro s s  country ski ing , f o l l owed by the 

usual steam bath , f o l l owed by the customary roll  in the snow , 

and back to the bath , then buf fet . 

With the heavy snow f a l l  in winter , i t  wa s impo s s ible to 

p l ow city s treet s , which were a l l  packed down s now unti l 

spr ing . P l ows did keep a track open on the wide s i dewa lks 

for pede s tr ians . In the downtown s hopp ing are a s , bu l ldo zers 
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would load the accumu l at i on onto dump trucks for d e l i very to 

the s e a , whi ch pract i c a l l y  s urrounded Stockholm . 

H av ing be come f a i r l y  expert on ski s ,  I commonly commuted 

between home and the emb a s s y  on ski s a s  did most other Swedes 

between home and work , s ince it was the mos t  practical way to 

move about . The Emba s s y  had doz en s  o f  skis  parked in the 

huge marble lobby during the day . None were ever stolen that 

I heard o f . The Swedes manuf actured exc e l l ent s k i s  at a 

moderate pri ce , which I sti l l  use occa s iona l l y  at home a fter 

some thirty years . 

Our emb a s s y  contained a commi s sary in the basement , 

wh ich carried a l l  the f ood and other e s s enti a l s ,  that would be 

needed by f ami l ie s  attached to the embas s y . The local 

market , s hops and depa rtment stores always ma inta ined ample 

suppl i e s . I learned to prefer the Swedish cooking and native 

food preparat ion , es pecia l l y  the smoked s a lmon and p i ckl ed 

herring . 

Our emb a s s y  a l s o  provided for a l anguage instruction 

c l a s s  a t  the emba s sy for one hour every morning at 7 : 3 0 .  The 

cours e  was open to a l l  members of the embas s y ,  incl uding 

dependent s ,  at no charge . I attended regu l ar l y , and before 

l ong I was beginning to make mysel f  understood in the native 

l anguage and preferred to use Swed i s h , which was o ften 

neces s a ry . 

1 6 8  



Enterta i ning in the evenings was t ime -consuming . 

Pract i c a l l y  every evening was f i l led up we l l  in advance . 

Attire wa s invariably formal . The more forma l dinners at 

home s incl uded at l e a s t  a doz en or more guests . Fol lowing 

dinner was usua l l y  danc ing or s omet ime s bridge , pl ayed with 

Swedi s h  decks of.  cards , which were only s l ight l y  d i f ferent 

from American playing cards . 

The aging King Gustav held annua l recept i ons f or a l l  

foreigne r s . The o f f i cers o f  the mi l itary services l i kewi se 

were invited . Diplomat s  and attaches were a lways inc l uded on 

the gue st l i st for the annual awar� ing o f  the Nobel Pri zes , 

o f fi c i ated by the King himsel f ,  in a l arge theater whi ch mus t  

have seated a thous and person s . 

I had noted on many port v i s i t s  to We stern Europe and 

the Medite rranean countr i e s , that no Amer i can whi skey wa s 

s e rved at o f f i c i a l  recepti ons , only Scotch and native l iquor 

and wine s . The s ame appl ied to Sweden . With the head cook 

and servants inherited from my predeces s or , I entertained in 

the s ame f a s h i on initia l l y ,  unti l I had t ime to observe and 

think . I f e l t  that one o f  my greate s t  obl igations was to act 

the pa rt of an Ame r i c an , and not f o l l ow i n  the rut of least 

resi stance . At once , I abol i shed the serving o f  Br i t i s h  

Scotch whi s key , and instead , served o n l y  imported Ameri can 

b lended Bourbon wh i skey . I n  the event o f  c r i t i c i s m ,  I was 

1 6 9  



prepared with an appropriate res ponse . Scotch whi s key , 

i nc i denta l l y ,  wa s cheaper than Ame r i can wh i skey at tax-exempt 

emb a s s y  pr i ce s . Surp r i s ing l y , my change to bourbon b lend was 

most popular with the Swedes . Time and aga i n , many had told 

me that they were looking forward to the i r  next invitation to 

my home , to rec eive another s ampl ing of bourbon . ( I  negl e cted 

to inf orm the Ameri can brewing companies o f  thi s  deve lopment . 

Otherwi s e ,  they may have provided me with a few f ree cases  o f  

whi skey f o r  adverti s ing purpos e s . )  Likewi se , for s i t-down 

dinners , I introduced a f ew American cour s e s , mi xed with the 

usual Swedi s h  d i s he s , commonly served at such gathering s . I n  

thi s  way , I coul d  convenient l y  e l iminate some o f  the popu l a r  

so-ca l led French gourmet recipe s , c a l l ing for e l aborate 

sauce s , which I abhorred . 

Wi thin my f i rs t  year , I had be come f a i r l y  

wel l - acqua inted with a l l  Swedish f l ag o f f i cers , and many 

capta ins and l e s s e r  ranks . I had been invited to v i s i t  the i r  

s hore stat ions , the Swedi s h  Naval Academy , and even the i r  

operat i ng ships . By the t ime I l e f t  Sweden i n  1 9 6 0 , I had 

made numerous trips to sea on Swedi s h  de s troye r s . I wa s 

i nvited to crui se on the i r  navy ' s  s a i l  training ship , 

observing midshipmen manning the yardarms and hand l ing the 

s a i l s  on th i s  impress ive square r i gge r . One o f  my mos t  

interesting crui s e s  wa s o n  board an i cebreaker , observing 

the i r  technique o f  c learing a channel in the ice between 

Stockholm and He l s inki , Finl and . 
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I had made numerous c l o s e  friends , pr i nc i pa l l y  among the 

mi l i tary , but many other s  in bu s in e s s  as we l l .  An e s pec i a l l y  

c l o se f r iend was Captain U l f  Ekl i nd who headed the navy 

section of the l i a i son o f f i ce . Our f ami l i e s  exchanged v i s it s  

f requent l y , and we o ften v i s ited t h e  Ekl inds at their i s l and 

cottage in the archipe l ago north of Stockho lm about f i ft y  

mi l e s . He coached me on l ocal Swed i s h  customs and explained 

the d i f ference s  among the various Scandinavian nat i ona l s . He 

even expla ined to me the folklore o f  anci ent Swedish king s , 

who had commanded large Swedish armi e s , overrunning Europe 

down as far as the Black Sea , and of the i r  Er i k  the Red , who 

f ounded the c i ty of Mo s cow . Ekl ind taught me the f avori te 

Swed i s h  navy s ongs , i ncluding the more r i sque types . He 

s ugge s ted places for me to v i s i t  on various t r i p s , and 

s omet ime s accompanied me i f  o f f  the beaten track . I had been 

making the rounds of a l l  shipyards in Sweden , many of which 

were nothi ng but sma l l  boat bui l ding yards , owned by private 

individual boat and yacht bui l ders ; howeve r ,  these we re 

capable of expans ion in t ime o f  hosti l it i e s . Such v i s it s  had 

to be coordinated with the Navy Li a i s on Of f ice and f inal 

approva l granted by the chie f , General Armond . Captain 

Ekl ind ushered me into the general ' s  o f f ice f o r  approval of  

such a v i s it to a boat bui ld ing f a c i l i ty .  The Gener a l  sat me 

down in priva te and a s ked me to ho l d  up on th i s  trip for a 

whi l e , the reason being that every t ime I p l anned a v i s i t , 

the Rus s ian General ( Ch i e f  o f  the U S SR Attaches ) a s ked to 
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make the s ame trip . He went on to say , that he knew me a s  an 

Ameri can friend and approved o f  everything I d i d ; however , he 

didn ' t  want the Rus s ians f o l l owing di rect ly on my hee l s . I 

s a i d , " Genera l , i f  the Rus s i ans are doing th i s , they mus t  be 

receiving advance information d i rectly from thi s  o f f ice , 

because I am t e l l ing nobody about my trave l s  i n  advance - not 

even my own f ami l y . '' He was stumped and so wa s I ,  as to how 

the Rus s i ans could obtai n  s uch i n format ion . 

Re l at i ons with the Swedes conti nued we l l  and we 

reci procated with frequent evening part i e s . No Rus s i an nor 

s atel l ite attaches were ever invited to my home , nor we to 

any of the i r s . The Swedi s h  Air Liai son O f f i cer , Co l onel Stig 

Wenner s trom ,  had been Ai r Attache to the U . S .  for f ive years 

j ust previou s l y . He knew the U . S . we l l , trave l led 

extens ive l y  in America , and was we l l  l iked in Stockholm . He 

put on l av i sh parti e s  in his l arge home , where a l l  

nationa l it i e s  were invited . I came to d i s l ike hi s close  

relationship with the Ru s s ian General . At any gathering I 

noted that Wennerstrom would be o f f  in a corne r ,  ta lking 

pr ivately with the genera l .  I had s een enough o f  thi s , and 

purpo s e l y  de l eted Wenner strom from my own guest l i s t .  The 

se cond t ime I d i d  not invite Wennerstrom to my home , when he 

re a l ly should have been on the guest l i s t , Capt a i n  Ekl ind 

came to me privately and mentioned , that I had pul l ed a 

" booboo " ,  and should correct i t  a s  s oon a s  po s s ib l e .  I told 

Ekl i nd that I had good rea son in that I d idn ' t  l ike 
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Wenners trom ' s  constant clo sene s s  to the Rus s i an ,  parti cul arly 

in publ i c . Ekl ind tried to expl a i n  to me that the j ob o f  the 

o f f i cers in the l i ai s on o f f i ce was to be f riendly with a l l  

foreign o f f i cers a l i ke ,  and that many people were d i s turbed 

by my not i nviting Wennerstrom to my home recent l y . I 

repl ied that the matter went beyond h i s  " unive r s a l  

friend l ine s s "  excu s e , and that on many such occas ions I had 

o ften pa s s ed c l o s e  by the two of them , engaged in c l o s e  

conversat ion , and Wennerstrom would ignore m e  compl etel y . 

Several years l ater , a fter I had depa rted from Sweden , 

my sus pic ions were con f i rmed . Wenners trom was apprehended by 

the Swedi sh authoriti e s , charged and convicted of e s pionage . 

Wenners trom had even been commi s s i oned a colonel i n  the 

Ru s s ian Ai r Force . The Ru s s ian genera l had been promoted 

from co lonel to that higher rank during my f i r s t  year i n  

Stockho lm, probably because o f  t h e  lucrative information 

being s uppl i ed by the Swedi sh Ai r Force Col one l , Wenner s trom . 

In reti rement in 1 9 8 0 , my w i f e  and I took a crui s e  ship 

which s topped over in Stockho l m .  We v i s ited one a fternoon 

with my old f r iend , Ekl ind , who rel ated the deta i l s  of the 

Wenners trom e s p ionage case . I a sked how they had devel oped 

the i r  f i rst suspi cions . The se had been aroused by 

Wenners troms extens i ve spend ing on only a colonel ' s  s a l a ry . 

Contrary to local rumor , h i s  wi fe was not a mi l l iona i re , 

whi ch I had heard many t ime s during my tour in Stockho l m .  At 

1 7 3 



this point , Ekl i nd apologi z ed and s a i d  that he coul d  kick 

himsel f ,  for not fol lowing up on my " comp l a int"  years before 

Wenner s trom ' s  apprehens ion . 

I had free access  to the o f f  ice o f  the Swedish navy 

commander-in-chi e f , Admiral Stig Eri k s s on . We had no 

part i cu l a r  o f f i c i a l  bu s in e s s  to d i s cu s s . He j u s t  l i ked to 

talk with an Ameri can navy man and to practice his Engl i s h ,  

which was f ai rly good . He was anxious f or American warships 

to v i s it Swe den . It would boost the prestige o f  thei r  own 

navy i n  the eye s  o f  the Swed i s h  po l i t i c i an s . I pa s s ed the 

sugge st ions on to Wa shington , but it wa s s ome time , before I 

could convince Wa shington to send U . S .  Navy warships on 

goodwi l l  v i s i t s  to Swe den . Admiral Eriks son conceived the 

i de a  that a v i s i t  by the U . S .  Ch i e f  of Nava l Operations 

hims e l f  to Sweden would add great pres tige . I agreed with 

him , and s ugge sted the best way to proceed wou l d  be to wr i te 

a personal letter on Swedish Navy stat ionery to Admi ral 

Ar le igh Burke at h i s  addre s s  i n  Wa shington . About ten days 

l ater , the Swedi sh Admi ral te l ephoned me at my o f f ice and 

a s ked me to come over . Apparently , he had been working 

feve r i s h l y  and had determined that Burke wa s rea l l y  a 

sho rtened Swedish fami l y  name of the original " Burkegren " 

c l an ,  many of whom were s t i l l  l iving i n  the s outhern part o f  

Sweden . Thi s appa rent ly c inched Admi ral Burke ' s  acceptance 

of the i nvitat ion , and plans we re made for the vi s i t . 

Commander Ki e rkegaard , Royal Swedish Navy , wa s p l aced in 
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charge o f  overa l l  arrangements for the v i s it ins ide Sweden . 

K ierkegaard had attended the f i r s t  NWC cours e  for f oreign 

naval o f f icers in 1 9 5 7 and wa s f ai r l y  f l uent in Eng l i sh . He 

would accompany the U . S .  Navy CNO throughout h i s  v i s it , and 

act as h i s  a ide and interpreter . Admi ral Burke would v i s it 

h i s  Swed i s h  rel atives and kin i n  s outhern Sweden and would 

give a talk in the local parish house in Swedi s h .  

Kierkegaard and I would compose the speech i n  Swed i s h , and we 

would coach Admiral Burke as he practi ced reading it from the 

script . He del i ve red it in f i ne inte l l igible style and the 

newly met kin we re del ighted . Ba ck in Stockholm he would meet 

high o f f i c i a l s  of the government , and v i s it the underground 

civil  defense control cente r ,  and the coastal defense network 

of hidden underground s ubmari ne pens . I worked c l o s e l y  with 

Kierkegaard and Admi ral Er i c s s on , and br iefed them wel l  on 

Admi ral Burke ' s  background and war re cord . Admiral Burke 

arrived and was treated roya l l y .  New f r iendships were 

e stabl i shed . At the l a s t  moment , Admi ral Er ic sson i nvited me 

to accompany Admi ral Burke on h i s  vi s it s  to the secret 

Swedi sh control cente r ,  underground in the heart o f  

Stockho lm , and the coastal underground faci l i t i e s  f o r  

warships o f  a l l  types . He caut ioned me to d i s cu s s  the se 

tours with no one , ina smuch a s  they had never before been 

vi s ited by foreigne r s . Such an outpour ing o f  f r iendship wa s 

i ndicative o f  the Swedi sh admi ration for America . 

Pol i t i ca l l y  however , be ing in c l o se proximi ty to Rus s i a  the se 

many centurie s ,  the Swed i s h  government hes itated to show any 
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part i a l i ty ,  a s  much a s  they might fear the Bear . 

During my tour , a Swedi s h  skin d i ve r  had located the 

Swedi sh super war shi p ,  WASA , lying on the bottom of Stockholm 

Harbor , where she origina l ly s ank on her f i r s t  trip out of 

the harbor in 1 6 2 8 . The Swedi s h  navy undertook to r a i s e  the 

war shi p , and a s s igned a commodore to oversee the tas k .  WASA 

was l oaded with troops , s upp l i e s  and newly cut coinage , a s  

s h e  departed to conduct the continuing war against Europe . A 

sudden gust o f  wind , a ided by an abundance o f  f ami l y  

s ightseers o n  one s ide , caps i z ed the wor l d ' s  l arge st warship 

at the t ime . I o ften v i s ited the working platform over the 

s unken WASA and talked with the o f f i c i a l s  in charge , 

inc l uding the original skin-d iving d i s coverer , Ander s  

Fran z en . Admi ral Burke of f ered the use o f  U . S .  Navy s a l vage 

ve s s e l s to he l p  r a i s e  the s unken ve s s e l  f rom the mud ; 

however ,  pol i t i ca l l y the Swedes could not accept the of fer . 

To avoid damage to the o l d  waterlogged timber s  o f  the ship , 

i t  wa s nece s sary to proceed very s l owly a s  the ve s s e l  emerged 

into the atmosphere , and rose with the a i d  of cofferdams 

l a shed to her s i des . When I l e ft Sweden in 1 9 6 0 , WASA wa s 

v i s i bl e  above wate r  and divers had been working f o r  a lmos t  

two y e a r s  removing cargo a n d  deck guns . At the a irport a s  I 

departed Stockho lm,  many Swedi s h  f r i ends came to see me o f f . 

Among them was Fran zen , of  WASA fame . He shook my hand 

a f f ectionatel y  and I could feel s omething between our pa lms . 

I c l o s ed my hand and s l i pped i t  into my pocket , without 

1 7 6  



looking , a s  he i nd i cated by a b l ink of h i s  eye . On the 

pl ane , I l ooked to see what it was . It was one o f  the 1 6 2 8  

square cut coins from the WASA ,  whi ch wa s ,  unt i l  that t ime , a 

s hape o f  coin unknown to Swedi s h  hi storians . WASA wa s 

eventua l l y rai sed and pl aced under roof . I n  1 9 8 0  I v i s ited 

what is now known as the WASA Museum in Stockhol m ,  conta ining 

the s hi p  and her cargo of uni f orms , cooking and eating 

uten s i l s ,  et c .  It i s  impre s s ive , provid ing va l uab l e  

hi storical informat i on for Swedi sh research . 

Swed i s h  mi l itary o f f i cers continua l ly compla ined about 

the i r  # 1  enemy , the Rus s ian s . Swedes i n  general loved the 

Finns . On numerous occa s ions , Swed i sh mi l itary f riends would 

say , j okingly , "Of course all Finns carry daggers s tuck in 

their wa i s t  band , but don ' t  worry - they only use them to cut 

o f f  Ru s s ian heads . "  

The outwardly f orma l appearing Swede wa s expl a ined to me 

by s everal close naval o f f i cers . My original impre s s ions 

were s impl y  f a l s e . The average Swede i s  anyth ing but f ormal 

a fter you know him better . 

to compare with each other . 

I now had numerous nationa l it i e s  

Admi ral Er i c s s on wo rried cons i dera b l y  over budget 

l imitations p l a ced on hi s navy . He o ften talked with me 

privately i n  h i s  o f f ice , perhaps hoping for an Amer i can 

sugge s t ion or idea . Unfortunate l y , I had l ittle to o f fer . 
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The Swede s had two crui sers when I arrived i n  1 9 5 7 , but had 

to decommi s s ion them both be cause of operating costs . Thi s  

wa s a heavy b l ow t o  the i r  pre s t i ge among foreign navi e s . The 

Swedes had proudl y s ent an o f f i cer to attend the f i r s t  NWC 

course f or f oreign naval o f f i cers i n  1 9 5 7 . The se cond year 

they we re barely able to a f ford to s end another o f f icer ; but 

the third year , there j u s t  wa s no fund ing and they had to 

renege . The Cine wanted to make sure that I exp l a ined thi s  

t o  my superiors i n  Wa shington , and that the Swed i sh navy 

hoped to be able to send another o f f icer to NWC the f o l l owing 

yea r . The year f o l l owing my depa rture from Stockho lm Admiral 

Eri c s s on was reti red , but was appo inted a s  personal a ide to 

King Gustav V .  The two o f  them had apparently been 9 1 o s e  

f riends ea rly in l i fe . Now t h e  k i n g  was a f igurehead , under 

the rul ing pa rty prime mini ster . From various Swedes in a l l  

walks of  l i f e ,  I l earned that the P .  M .  was not we l l  l iked . 

Swe den , a l though they reputedl y  had nothing i n  common with 

the Commun i s t s , wa s truly a s oc i a l i st s tate a l ready , wh ich 

system the USSR wa s sti l l  s triving to atta in . Swedi s h  

mothers a n d  chi ldren were accorded f ree , p a i d  vacat ions every 

year by the Soc i a l i st government . The poor and the home l e s s  

were we l l  cared for , a l l  at the expense o f  the working c l a s s  

and wel l -to-do bus in e s smen , who se taxe s  were f a r  a bove the 

world average . The bureaucrat s ,  under the l eadership o f  the 

prime mini ster , continued to promote and expand t h i s  

g ive- away program among the so-ca l led poor . 
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Capt a in Ekl ind was to be detached f rom the L i a i s on 

Of f i ce for sea duty , s oon a fter I departed Stockho l m .  As 

Admiral Eriks son had ear l i e r  expl ained to me , Ek l i nd wa s 

con s i dered to be one o f  the most exper ienced and capable 

seamen in the Swed i s h  navy , and was a s s igned to the o l d  

Swedi s h  Mi dsh i pman cruise shi p , ALVSNABBEN . On h i s  f ir s t  

v i s i t  to Nor f o l k , Vi rgini a ,  he arr ived o f f  the entrance t o  

Che sapeake Bay b a y  and found , that he h a d  n o  chart for the 

three mile l ong entrance channel . He anchored and through 

h i s  resourcefulnes s ,  bummed h i s  way into Nor folk Nava l Ba se , 

where he located the former As s i s tant U . S .  Nava l Attache to 

Stockho l m ,  who l oaned him a chart to f ind h i s  way into the 

Ba se . Ekl ind , now reti red and a widower o f  one year , had two 

sma l l  children . One , a s on , i s  a captain in the Roya l 

Swedish Navy , and the daughter i s  the mother o f  three . We 

s ti l l  correspond regular l y ,  he wr i ting in Eng l i sh ,  and I 

reply in Swedi sh to him . I n  thi s  manner , we can correct each 

other ' s  mi stakes i n  the two l anguage s by return mai l . 

Swedi sh parent s habitua l l y  send thei r chi ldren to 

European countries to l ive with foreign fami l i e s  dur ing the 

s ummers , and to l earn a d i f fe rent l anguage . The Europe ans , 

in turn , exchange thei r  chi ldren with the Swedi s h  f ami l y  f or 

the s ame purpo s e . Engl and , Hol l and , Ge rmany , France , and 

Spa in are the f avor ite s .  By the t ime a teenager graduates 

f rom high s chool , he o r  she is we l l  grounded in at least 

three foreign l anuage s . 
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I wa s ordered to attend an annual U . S .  Naval Attache 

Conf erence to be held in Frankfurt , Germany . I tried my 

broken Swedi s h  in the s hopping d i s tr i ct and surpri s ing l y , I 

was understood . Likewi s e ,  I cou ld under stand f a i r l y  we l l  

what was being s a i d  i n  German . So i f  one i s  r eputed to be 

able to s pe ak a dozen foreign l anguage s , one s hould rea l i z e  

that s uch a n  accomp l i shment i s  not s o  s i gni f i cant , e s pe c i a l l y  

i f  the individual i s  expo sed to s o  many foreign tongues i n  

close  proximi ty , a s  in We s tern Europe . 

My f r i end and next door nei ghbor in Newport , came to 

vi s i t  us in Stockholm whi l e  I wa s naval attache . In company 

with Captain Ekl ind , I wa s e scorting my Newport , Rhode 

I s l and , friend a l ong the Swedish archipe l ago , which i s  

comparable to Ma ine , U . S . A . My f r i end wa s a yacht sman by 

hobby , and having been a j unior U . S . navy l i eutenant dur ing 

the war , expres sed a yearning for s a i l ing through the area . 

Capta in Ekl i nd had an immediate solut i on . He would borrow 

the Swedi s h  navy ' s  2 0 - foot , s i ngl e-ma sted s a i l e r  the next day 

and we woul d  s a i l  up to h i s  i s l and home on Chocka , twenty 

mi l e s  to the north . I had no qua lms about the trip s ince 

Ekl i nd l iked to boas t  of knowing the arch i pel ago thoroughl y .  

" In fact " , he would say , " I  know every rock out there . I 

should - because I ' ve been on every one o f  them . . .  in 

destroyer s . "  We took o f f  early in the morning , went a s hore 

at h i s  home on T j ocka I s l and and had l unch . Toward s undown , 
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we s ta rted back to Stockho lm,  t aking turns on the whee l , 

tending the s a i l , and the th i rd man checking the c hart . We 

arrived back i n  Stockham s a f e l y ,  weary , and hal f  starved . My 

Newport f r iend never has forgotten the trip . Because o f  my 

navy background and a s  a re sult o f  thi s  tri p ,  I was a ccepted 

into the Royal Swedish Yacht C l ub and given a cert i f i cate to 

prove i t ,  a l though I have sel dom s a i led s ince . 

I wa s invited to v i s i t  the Bo f or ' s  Gun Factory , whose 

origina l founder had set up the funds for e stabl i s hi ng the 

annual Nobel Pri ze s . Bo fors at t h i s  t ime was experimenti ng 

in devel oping new post -WWI I weapon systems , whi ch they hoped 

to market wor l dwi de . I was merely one o f  the i r  adve rt i s ing 

outlets . The i r  l atest exper iment at that t ime was the sma l l , 

w i re-guided mi s s i l e  concept . Regard l e s s  o f  whateve r 

pamphlets or expl anat ions I f orwarded , our Navy Bureau o f  

Ordnance repl ied that the U . S .  wa s a l ready working o n  i t s  own 

s imi l ar weapon . I expected to see many new U . S .  deve l o pments 

when next I returned to sea . Such was not the c a s e . 

Swedi s h  f r iends had tried to te l l  me that my f ami ly name 

was rea l l y  Swedi s h ; however I knew better . Thi s I could not 

accept , as there were no s imi l a r  name s in the tel ephone book . 

I told one Swedi s h  f riend that a Dutch a cqua intance i n  

Rotte rdam h a d  told me the s ame thing a decade previ ou s l y , and 

there were p lenty of peopl e  i n  the Netherl ands with the exact 

s ame s pe l l ing . I had al ready researched my grand f ather ' s  

1 8 1  



origin and knew . I now went to work res earching the 

migration of the Swede s .  Ask any Swede h i s  origins and he 

wi l l  promptl y  reply that Swedes a re Vikings . Thi s  i s  true o f  

any Scandinavian country . Howeve r , the h i story o f  migration 

patterns seemed to convince me that Sweden i s  a 

congl omeration o f  many nat i onal ities  f rom a l l  over Europe , 

dating back centur i e s . They are not a homogeneous race a s  

o n e  f inds in Japan , for examp l e . 

Every Swedish ma l e  mus t  have a t i t l e  or r ank att ached to 

h i s  name . No one i s  ever addre s s ed as p l a in " Mr " . Our 

custom in U . S . A . mi l itary r ank or o f f ice i s  common f or the 

services , but for civi l ians or industrial  peopl e , various 

titles such a s  Doctor , Enginee r ,  or Di rector are attached . 

It i s  nece s s ary to have s ome title  whether meaningful or not , 

but never p l ain " Mi ster " .  

Of f i c i a l  orders were received in September 1 9 6 0 , orde ring 

me to a ma jor command at sea , whi ch wa s great news . The 

Swede s hurr ied to award me the i r  " Swedish Order of the Sword " 

with the " Rank of Commodore " , whi ch was thei r  equiva lent 

one- star f l ag rank , s ame a s  the U . S .  I wa s f ai r l y  certain 

that thi s  honor bes towed by the Swedish Government had 

originated in the o f f  ice o f  the Commander-in-Chi e f  of the 

Roya l  Swedi sh Navy . 

My order s  requi red me to report to Wa shington , D . C .  
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brie f l y  before proceeding to my new home port in Naple s , 

I t al y .  Departing Stockho l m ,  I f lew d i rectly t o  Munchen 

( Munich ) ,  Germany , to depo s i t  my f ami l y  at an inn f o r  a week , 

whi l e  I f l ew back to the U . S . A . for debri e f ing in ONI . Thi s 

wa s mainly for meeting some of the new people in the 

Pentagon , and enta i l ed no ser ious que s tioning . In l e s s  than 

a week , I f lew back to Frankfurt , and pi cked up a new car 

whi ch I had ordered f rom the f a ctory . I took o f f  down the 

wide Ge rman Autobahn , and j o i ned the f ami l y  in Muni c h ,  who 

had greatl y  en j oyed the i r  vacation of s i ghtsee ing during my 

absence in Wa shington . I s avored a German peas ant dinner of 

s auerkraut , boi l ed potato , and knac kwurst before cont inuing 

acro s s  the Swi s s  Alps . I t  was early October but snow was 

beginning to f a l l  in the Al ps . Several time s da i l y , weather 

reports were broadcas t ,  reporting conditi ons through the 

mountain pa s s e s . We headed for the only clear pa s s ;  however , 

snow began to f a l l  and we we re lucky to have gotten through 

headeding down the Adr i at i c  Coa st of Ita l y .  I t  wa s an 

enj oyable trip along the s pa r s e l y  s ettled Adr i at i c  Coa s t . 

The only overnight l odging seemed to be a few conve rted 

monas teries . Rooms were s pa cious but mu sty . There were few 

touri s t s . It was an interesting trip a l l  a round , however ,  

recommended for only once in a l i fetime . 

Arr iving in Napl e s , I found my predeces sor in port and 

expect ing my arrival . He arranged for our lodging nearby , a s  

we set about the deta i l s  o f  change of command . My 
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predece s sor woul d  merely s h i f t  over to the S IXTH Fl eet 

f l agship as Ch i e f  of Sta f f  to the Commander S I XTH Fleet , 

a fter being rel ieved . 

I was f ai r l y  we l l  acqua inted with the U . S .  Navy 

operations and procedures in the Medite rranean , having only 

recentl y  commanded NANTAHALA i n  the area . Two days l ater , I 

rel i eved on board my f l agship , USS  MI S S I S S INEWA ( AO 1 4 4 ) , the 

commander , a capable captain , Tom Kimmel , Jr . I n  thi s  new 

command , I a s s umed the t i t l e  of Commodore as the Commander o f  

the Servi ce Force , U . S .  SIXTH F l e e t  and Commander Service 

Squadron SIX . Under the f i r s t  t i t l e , I was r e s pons ible f or 

a l l  the s upply/repleni s hment ships a s s igned to the 

Mediterranean area , and the l atter title  was me rely an 

admi ni strative t i tl e ,  s eparate from operational matters in 

the Mediterranean . 

My immediate superior wou l d  be Vice Admiral George 

Ande r s on ,  Commande r U . S .  SIXTH Fleet , overa l l  commander o f  

a l l  s h i p s  a s s igned to the Me diter ranean Sea . From t ime to 

time , var ious rear admi r a l s  in command o f  carrier or cruiser 

task forces wou l d  come and go , but these had j ur i s d i ct ion 

only over thei r  own task groups . 

I had an extreme l y  l arge sta f f , a s s igned to a s s i st me 

with the many f l eet r e s pons i b i l ities  with whi ch I was 

charged . I had an e f fective chie f o f  s ta f f  who could move in 
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and take over my respons ibi l it i e s  at any t ime . The f l eet 

eng ineer , another captai n ,  hand l ed any s er i ou s  engineer ing 

problem that might a r i s e  on any ship of the f l eet . My 

s upply corps captain was respons i b l e  for a l l  l og i s t i c s  in 

connect ion with keeping the operating ships s upp l i ed . As the 

" revi ewing o f f ic e r "  for a l l  courts-mart i a l s  within the f leet , 

I had a trained l egal commander . The operations o f f icer 

pl anned the monthly replen i s hment s chedule i n  advance , and 

d i s t r i buted it among the ships operating in the 

Mediter ranean . Al l of the se s t a f f  heads had capabl e  

a s s i stants who coul d  take over immediately in a n  emergency . 

Natura l l y ,  I had to s uperv i s e  the i r  day-to-day operations and 

approve the i r  act i on s . Dozens o f  mes s ages came in d a i l y  for 

special service s ; howeve r ,  I could rely on each o f  thes e  

a s s i s tant s to take nece s s ary a ction immediately in my 

absence . We operated smoothl y  with our motto of " Service to 

the Fleet"  with no ma j o r  d i l emmas . 

The f l eet commander was thus freed from the many 

operat i onal and adminis trative chore s . He would i s s ue 

general ins tructions to the task forces and other s .  The 

carrier commander s , heavy ship commander s , mine sweeping , 

amphibious units , and submar ine force s , i s sued thei r  separate 

schedu l e s  for f orces under thei r respe ct ive commands .  The se 

we needed to plan our repleni shment at sea schedule s . 

ComS ervFor S I XTH Fleet pl anned the port v i s i t  s chedul e  f or 

a l l  Service Force Ships i n  the Mediterranean . We avoided 
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sending repl eni shment ships to the s ame port a s  the 

combatants to avoid conge s t i on . Any s h i p  requesting a 

part i cular port v i s it wa s given due cons ide rat i on . 

M I S SI SSINEWA was home ported at Naple s , I ta l y ; the f leet 

f l agshi p ,  a crui s er , at Nice , France ; and the fresh 

prov i s ions s upply ship ( AKA ) at Barce l ona , Spa i n . Al l other 

ships rotated back to the U . S .  at s i x  month interva l s . The 

f re s h  provi s ions s tore s h i p ,  however ,  commuted back to the 

U . S . every month to l oad a new cargo of fresh vegetabl e s  to 

supply the f leet . 

My f l agship MI S SI S SINEWA had been bu i l t  only several 

years previous l y ,  and was a cons iderable improvement over the 

WWI I c l a s s  f leet oi l e r . She could carry a much l arger cargo 

of both fuel o i l  and aviation gasol ine . We carried 4 0  to 5 0  

drums o f  l ube o i l  on the e l evated deck amidships , to meet 

every need o f  the f l eet . We had our own hel i copter with a 

l anding platform a ft . There wa s con s iderably more deck s pace 

for the crew to wor k ,  hand l ing the fuel hoses and cargo . We 

operated three e i ght- inch fue l i ng ho s e s  either s ide , a l l  s ix 

o f  which coul d  operate s imul taneous l y .  I n  addition , gasol ine 

was trans ferred by a sma l l e r  d i ameter fuel l ine on either 

s ide . We carr i ed an amp l e  s upply of s pa re pa rts for any ship 

emergency . Thes e  were trans f erred underway by high l ine a s  

reque sted . We regul a r l y  hand l ed incomi ng and outgoing ma i l  

for a l l  ships . Tran s f e r s  o f  personnel were a l s o  made with a 
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bos ' n  cha i r , attached to the h igh l ine between ships underway . 

Likewi s e ,  v i s i ti ng o f f i c i a l s  f rom the U . S . o ften transf erred 

between s h i p s  at sea by thi s  metho d . Not once d i d  we l o s e  

any cargo or dip a pa s s enger into the sea , thri l l  that i t  

was . I wa s a lways pre sent in my f lagship during a l l  ma j o r  

evo lutions . 

Our normal ope rations cons i sted o f  several ma j o r  f l eet 

repleni s hment s each month . By mid-a fternoon , the entire 

oper at i on wou l d  be comp l eted , and ships would be d i s pe rsed 

f or conti nuat i on o f  the i r  regu l a r  operations . Upon a r r ival 

at the rendezvous I ,  a s  ComS ervFo r S I XTH Fleet , would 

des i gnate the base cour se and s peed for the operation with my 

f l ag sh i p ,  MI S S I S SI NEWA , usual l y  in the l e ad . My dec i s ion on 

cours e  and s peed was ba sed on wind and sea cond i t ion s , as we l l  

a s  exper ience . Other f leet o i l er s  and s uppl y  ships would be 

a s s i gned stat ions astern . Wi th in minute s we were ready to 

replen i s h , hoi st i ng a pennant to indicate s ame . At thi s  

po int , the f l eet commander would turn tact i c a l  command o f  the 

who le S I XTH f leet over to me . Thi s trans ferred to me the 

respons i b i l ity of maneuver ing a l l  4 0 -5 0  ships to avoid 

danger s ,  obstructi ons , etc . Often , a cross ing ve s s e l  would 

have to be warned of f by search l i ght or a destroyer sent out 

ahead to intercept the ship , i n  case i t  were a merchantman on 

automatic p i l ot , with no human on the br idge . Groups of 

f i shing ve s s el s s omet ime s obstructed our movement s . I f  the s e  

could not b e  frightened away , I would g i ve the s ignal to a l l  
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ships to maneuver independently to c l ear the sma l l  intruders 

a s  they pas sed down our co l umns . The f l eet f l agship was free 

to operate independently at any t ime . She o ften operated in 

f ormation with the carr ier group . Usua l ly the heavy ships 

came a long s ide to fuel f i rs t ,  s i nce they were the b i g  

consumers . After a n  hour o r  two , once the operat ion 

commenced and was proceeding smooth l y ,  the f le et commander 

would c a l l  the various f orce commanders aboard h i s  f l agship 

for a conference . Hel i copters were used for such s hutt l e  

trip s . The se con ferences away f rom my ship didn ' t  please  me 

one bit s ince I was tact i c a l  commander for the who l e  f l eet o f  

s h i p s  and would have to turn over command to my chi e f  o f  

staf f . Perhaps i t  was good training , i f  nothing e l s e . I 

n e ve r thought the se conferences ever accompl i s hed much , nor 

were they rea l l y  nece s s ary . As the carriers comp l eted the i r  

repleni s hment of fue l , as we l l  a s  dry stores and fresh 

vegetables f rom the AKA , they wou l d  l e ave the f ormation and 

continue with their f l i ght operations , but s t i l l  within 

vi sual range of the f l eet f l agship . By mid-afternoon the 

entire repl eni shment would be completed , and the various 

forces would proceed to the ir next s cheduled area o f  

operations . Commander Service Force would have to bear in 

mind the next a s s ignment , part icularly for the carriers and 

crui s e r s , so that the replen i s hment . operation would be 

comp l eted at the nearest point to the next commitment , to 

permi t them to reach thei r  ob j ective on t ime . Between ma jor 

repl eni shment operations , the individual o i l ers we re 
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ava i l able to replenish the sma l l e r  combatant s at l e a s t  

week l y . The o i l ers were a lways on the run to top s omebody 

o f f ; but in an emergency , the carriers and crui sers could 

s upply the i r  own e s co rt s . Fol l owing a f l eet repleni shment , 

one oi ler would tran s f e r  her remaining cargo to the other 

o i lers  ( consol idation ) and the empty ve s s e l  would be sent 

ba ck to Nap l e s  to load a new supp l y . 

The USS ALTAIR arrived with a l oad o f  fresh vegetab l e s , 

dry stores , and meat , reporting to me with a newl y  insta l l ed 

hel i co pter and l anding p l atform ,  whi ch she had received in 

Nor f o l k . A new concept o f  repl eni shment by hel i copter rather 

than h i ghl ine had recent l y  orig inated i n  Washi ngton and wa s 

to be tested out in the Mediterranean . I was pleasantly 

surpri s ed to see my forme r NWC c l a s smate o f  1 9 5 5 - 5 6 , Capta in 

Ri chard Co lbert , in command o f  ALTAI R .  H e  had h i gh pra i s e  

f o r  the potent i a l ity of thi s  concept and the abil ity o f  h i s  

helo pi lot . We took ALTAIR out with us for tests and f ound 

that the method wa s practica l ,  and several t ime s as f a s t  a s  

the h i gh l ine operat i on . Us ing cargo nets carrying heavy 

loads of prov i s ions , s l ung under the hel o ,  the cargo could be 

unl oaded on the f antai l ,  or any convenient location on the 

receiving s hi p , s imul taneou s l y  with the re fuel ing operat i on 

going on at the s ame t ime . Thi s reduced the ent i re 

repleni s hment t ime by a s igni f i cant amount , because the f leet 

combatants had no need to make a s eparate vi s i t  alongs ide the 

AKA . After a f ew months te s t ing without a breakdown or 
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casualty , everyone in the f l eet wa s decided l y  in favor o f  the 

concept . I went about co l l e ct i ng data and photos to prepare 

a f ina l report and re commendations for adoption o f  th i s  

method throughout the navy f o r  regu l a r  use , a s  soon a s  

pos s ib l e . 

Captain Co l bert was a capable and e f f i c ient commanding 

off i_cer . Many o f  the oi lers a s s igned to my command were 

commanded by naval avi ators with l imited s eagoing exper ience ; 

neverthe le s s ,  they , too , proved to be top-notch o f f i cers . 

Thi s  a s s i gnment was known a s  the i r  " deep dra ft "  command and 

i f  capable and r e l i ab l e  o f f i cers , they may next be a s s igned 

to a " ma j o r  sea " command , leading to e l igibil i ty for 

con s ideration for promotion to f l ag rank . Meet ing in the 

s ame port together ,  it wa s normal navy protocol for a skipper 

to report immed iate l y , in person , to h i s  next superior in the 

chain of command . Captain Co l bert was a lways mos t  punctua l .  

S ince we had known each other previ ou s l y , we talked f reel y  on 

many subj ects . D i ck never f a i led to bring up the s u b j ect o f  

f itne s s  report s , and whether I wa s reporting s uperior 

performance on his part . In reply to such queries , I would 

j okingly o f f er a vague reply . After about h i s  third v i s i t  to 

me in various port s , I began to rea l i ze that he wa s dead 

ser ious and was def initely worried , l e s t  he not be selected 

for f l ag rank . He conf ided in me that he had always 

ma inta ined the h i ghest marks on h i s  f itne s s  report s ,  and now 

at th i s  stage he had to make certain that he would be 
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s e l ect ed for f l ag rank . I p i cked up a s tack o f  some twenty 

such report s on my de s k , which I had been working on . All o f  

the se were f o r  captains commanding Se rvi ce Fo rce Ships in the 

Medi terranean , each of whom wa s capab l e , or he wouldn 1 t  have 

been a s s igned to command in the f i rst place . Navy Department 

orders required , that reporting seniors could not a s s i gn 

straight superior grades to more than one o f f i cer o f  that 

s ame grade under h i s  command , i . e .  a l l  these capta ins under 

my command must be reported on a s l i di ng sca le . Thi s wa s one 

of the mos t  un j us t  rules  emanating f rom Washington that I had 

ever heard o f . I s uddenly had a novel idea to help Captain 

Colbert . ALTAIR ,  h aving the repleni shment h e l i copte r and 

p i l ot , could logica l l y  report the results  of the vert i c a l  

repl eni s hment tests and recommendat ions for adopt i on o f  th i s  

new method , then forwarding i t  through me , u p  the chain of 

command . Thi s  pleased Dick Col bert . When I f ini shed the 

report a week l ater , I p a s s ed it over to him to have it typed 

up on h i s  own ship 1 s  stati onery with s i gnature , then back to 

me for f orwarding through channe l s . The report went through 

f ine , was accepted and adopted by Was h i ngton . I a l s o  gave 

Dick the h i ghe s t  marks for any CO of the Servi ce Force Ships 

a s s i gned to the Medite rranean . He could now rest a s sured . 

I ran into one d i s agreement with my bo s s  VADM Anderson 

with regard to a court-martial  case . As rev i ewing o f f i ce r  

f or s u c h  cases , I h a d  o n  my sta f f  the Fleet Legal Of f i ce r  to 

a s s i s t  me . The case involved one of the o i l e r  cos . I 
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a s s i gned the o i ler to a ten-day upkeep peri od in Nap l e s  to 

carry out needed upkeep work on board . H i s  ship was a s s igned 

dock s pace , and the eng ineering plant di smantl ed for 

maintenance and c l e aning . The Capt a in came to me for 

approval of  his taking l eave in Par i s . I tried to d i s courage 

him,  from abandoning h i s  s hi p  in the course o f  a year 

a s s ignment , s ince i t  was mo st unusual  f rom my own exper i ence . 

The commanding o f f i ce r  was indignant , ina smuch a s  the 

Mediterranean Fleet Commander had stated o f f i c i a l l y  at a 

meeting o f  a l l  co s ,  that they s hould take leave and re s t  when 

operationa l requi rements permitted . Thi s  is true ; however , 

no other CO f e l t  free to do s o . I f in a l l y  approved the 

leave . Whi l e  the captain wa s in Pari s ,  the wind increa sed 

overnight in Naple s , wh ich i t  often doe s , and the moo ring 

l ines to the dock parted , a l l owing the oi ler to f l oat 

uncontrol l ably down the harbo r , bumping i nto other ships at 

anchor . When the o f f i c i a l  f inding of inve stigation came 

through for my review , the legal o f f icer came running with i t  

t o  m e  o n  the bridge . Norma l ly we searched for mit i gat ing 

c i rcumstances , s o  a s  not to unnece s sa r i l y  f i nd a commanding 

o f f i cer culpab l e . The l egal o f f icer would u s ua l l y  prepare an 

approving statement f or my s i gnature in advance , but thi s  

case was d i f ferent . He wanted to d i s c u s s  with me in advance 

that the original f inding was absolute l y  f a l s e  and had no 

ba s i s  for the " Not Gui l ty "  verd ict . After devoting 

cons iderable thought , I s impl y  had to conc l ude that the CO 

was derel i c t ,  in not l e aving the ship in competent hands , 
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when he departed on vacat ion . When the wind pi cked up , i f  

not long beforehand , add i t i onal mooring l ines s hould have 

been l ed out to the dock , or even wire cables , dur ing such a 

l ong period o f  time the engines were inoperative . In case 

the mooring l ines did part , the anchor s hould have been 

prepared for d ropping . I del ivered my endorsement o f  

d i s a greement with the f i nding t o  the S IXTH Fleet Commander , 

who emphati c a l l y  dis agreed with me , and att ached h i s  own 

approval of " Not Gui l ty " , before f orwarding to Washington . 

Wa shington approved the " Not Gu i lty '' verdict , and the 

command ing o f f i cer wa s rewarded with command of an a i rcraft 

carrier on the we st coast . Thi s would be h i s  f inal command 

be fore be coming a Rear Admi ral . Entering San Diego a year 

l ater with a p i l ot on board , the ship went aground , and the 

captain wa s re l i eved o f  a l l  future command . In s uch 

instances a s  thi s , one cannot hel p  but f ind s ome superiors  

sharing part o f  the b l ame . 

Oceangoing ve s s e l s  have often suf fered damage , 

part i cularly in stormy weather . One o f  the oi lers  I s ent 

back to U . S .  upon comp l e t i on of her s ix month tour in the 

Mediterranean , ran through a storm enroute home and a number 

o f  her seams opened up , admitting sea water . Upon arrival in 

Nor f o l k , she had to enter drydock for repa i r s . Th i s  was 

cons idered an act of God , and the capt ain wa s not c r i t i c i zed . 

Thi s  s ame oi ler returned to the Med iterranean a few months 

l ater , a fter complet i on of repa i r s  and some rest for the 
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crew . When I next saw the s ame captain private l y , I told him 

point b l ank , that the damage was probably h i s  own fault for 

rushing at high s peed to get back home , and for not changing 

cours e  to prevent the pounding that the ship wa s apparently 

going through . The f i rs t  thing to do under s uch 

c i r cumstances i s  to s l ow down . The captain f reely admitted 

h i s  probable culpabi l i ty ,  and he appeared not to have 

resented my c r i t i c i sm of h i s  handl ing o f  the shi p . He was an 

avi ator , inexper ienced in deep draft oi lers , and j u s t  didn ' t  

know . Now , he had learned the hard way but never f orgot i t . 

He went on to command a carrie r ,  was promoted to rear 

admi r a l , then advanced to vice admi r a l . H i s  s uperior brain , 

together with h i s  avi ation and sur face navy experience , made 

him a val uable f l ag o f f i ce r  for year s  to come . 

I v i s ited the f leet f l agship numerous t imes whenever we 

happened to be in port together . The f l agship captain , 

Franc i s  Boyle , was a good skipper and a c l a s smate o f  mine at 

the Nava l Academy . There were many amus ing incident s on 

board the f l eet f l agshi p ,  and s ome not s o  amus ing . Admiral 

Ander s on had no great admirat ion for his f l agship capta in . 

He continual l y  harangued h im on the quarterdeck in my 

presence and i n  front o f  a dozen or more of the ship ' s  

company , wh ich I cons idered to be entirely imprope r . Pete 

Boyl e  was s hort of stature , and I was aware that the Admi r a l , 

bei ng tal l  h ims e l f ,  pre f e rred only l arge ta l l  o f f icers , such 

a s  his handpi cked Chi e f  of Sta f f , my predece s s or . I happened 
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to be out s i de the Admi ral s ' s  cabin one Sunday morning wai ting 

to ca l l  on him.  The Chi e f  of  Sta f f  had j u s t  entered , showing 

the Admiral the di spatch wh ich had been just broadcast 

l i sting new Re ar Admir a l s  s el ected f rom among the e l igible 

Capta ins . As  the Admi ral read the l i s t ,  he and his  Chi e f  o f  

Sta f f  commented o n  each . The comments we re amusing , a s  I 

l i s tened more attentively . Five o f  my Nava l Academy 

c l a s smates we re l i sted . As the admi ral  s aw the name Frances 

Boyl e ,  he let out a l oud "What i s  this guy doing on the l i st? 

I ' ve given him his l a st two uns at i s factory f i tne s s  report s . 11 

The Admi ral ' s  day wa s ruined , but many of us were happy for 

Pete Boyle , having been sel e cted f or promotion to rear 

admi r a l . 

Only once was my j udgment questi oned over a 

repleni s hment operat ion . Thi s  involved a minor s qu adron o f  

destroyers , recently a rr ived , under command o f  a rear admiral , 

who happened to be a c l a s smate . The sea wa s rough , with a 

strong wind . I p i cked the best course and speed pos s ible , and 

decided that condit ions were sti l l  unf avorab le for the ships 

to be able to hold pos i ti on along s i de . I suggested that we 

delay bri e f l y  whi l e  moving to the lee o f  a nearby i s l and 

which would provide protect i on . The s quadron destroyer 

commander ins i st ed that we go ahead with the repleni s hment 

immed iatel y ,  against my better j udgment . We did , and 

accomp l i shed the operation without any casualtie s ; howeve r , 

the de stroyer s ki ppers had a ve ry d i f f icult t ime . 

1 9 5  



Dur ing th i s  tour we v i s ited a l l  the usual ports i n  the 

Mediterranean , which the U . S .  Navy habitua l ly entered for a 

weekend of l iberty . The se v i s it s  included Ba rce l ona , Naple s ,  

Nice , Palermo , Athens , Cyprus � Crete , I s kanderon , and Rhode s . 

Vice Admiral Anderson was nearing completion o f  h i s  one 

year tour and wa s s cheduled to be rel ieved by Vi ce Admiral 

David MacDonald a s  Commander S I XTH Fl eet . The latt er had 

become a good f r iend dur ing my tour in Sweden j us t  

previous l y .  H e  was a s s igned t o  NATO s ta f f  duty i n  Par i s ; and 

every summer ,  he and h i s  wi f e  woul d take a week of l eave 

t ime , and stay with us in our s pac ious a partment in 

Stockhol m .  I conta cted Admiral MacDonald and a sked for 

cons ideration to become h i s  Ch i e f  o f  Sta f f  i n  the SIXTH 

Fleet . The Admi ral concurred , and I f e l t  that I had 

s ometh ing to . look forward to . I was ava i l able right there on 

the s pot , and was probably one o f  the best qua l i f i ed o f f icers 

i n  a l l  a s pects o f  SIXTH Fleet operat i ons . Ju s t  then , I 

received a lengthy letter from the Deputy Director o f  ONI in 

Wa shington , Capt a in Ru fus Taylor , a co l league who had , l ike 

mysel f ,  studied in Japan j u s t  prior to WWI I .  Captain Taylor 

had been a s s igned to s imi l a r  duty a s  mine during the war , 

a fter which he o pted for a return to sea duty , a s  did most 

other regu l ar o f f icers . However ,  he wa s unsuc c e s s ful at s ea 

from the start , and had changed h i s  status f rom " Line " 

o f f i cer to " Inte l l igence Duty On l y " . Thi s was one o f  the new 
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Corps de s i gnati ons wh ich came i nto being short ly a fter WWI I  

by a ct of Congre s s . Captain Taylor adv i sed me that I wa s 

des perately needed immediately to rel ieve Capta i n  John 

Bromley , the incumbent Nava l Attache in Tokyo . Captain 

Bromley wa s also an " Inte l l igence Duty On l y "  o f f icer , a 

c l a s smate , and former Japanes e  l anguage o f f icer . He had been 

Attache for l e s s  than one year of h i s  norma l three year tour ; 

h oweve r , the embas s y  in Tokyo had reque sted h i s  immediate 

repl acement . I could not under stand thi s  at the time , a s  I 

knew Captain Broml ey to be a capable o f f i cer and a f luent 

language o f f i cer for that j ob .  I conveyed my awarene s s  of  

thi s  in my rep l y  to Captain Tayl or , a s  we l l  a s  the f a ct that 

I had a l ready re cent ly comp leted a fu l l  tour of att ache duty 

in Stockho l m ,  not to mention semi - o f f i c i a l  duty as s uch in 

Jidda , Arabia . I n  conc lu s i o n ,  I contended that i f  it were 

truly an emergency to rel i eve the Attache i n  Tokyo prior to 

comp l et i on o f  his tour , then he , Captain Tayl or , wa s the 

person who s hould do that , s i nce he wa s ava i lable , ful ly 

qua l i f ie d ,  and moreover , had not served outs ide o f  Wa s hington 

f or the previous f i fteen yea rs . I had o pted for continuing 

l ine duty and was bas ing my career on sea service and not 

int e l l igence a s s i gnments . Capta in Taylor was awa re o f  a l l  

thi s  without my t e l l ing him i n  wri ting ; howeve r ,  h e  had other 

plans for hims e l f  and wa s in the drive r ' s  seat in ONI to 

f u l f i l l  h i s  plan . Next , I received a l etter f rom the o f f icer 

a s s ignment de sk in BuPe r s , Capta in B . J . Semme s ,  another 

c l a s smate , who l ater became an admiral  and Chi e f  of the 
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Bureau o f  Personnel . He s a i d  that he could understand my 

protest regard ing my rea s s ignment to Japan , and that there 

were a lready a number of captains  vying for the j ob of Ch ief  

of  Staf f ,  S IXTH F l eet . Moreover ,  captains were not e l igible 

f or a s econd tour at sea consecutive l y . Thi s was absol ute ly 

f a l s e  because my predeces sor had done exactl y  that . However , 

my good fr iepd Capt a in Semmes added , that he had the best j ob 

in the Navy ava i lable for a senior capta in , i f  I would l ike 

to be As s i stant Chi e f  of Sta f f  with the United Nat i ons Forces 

in Korea . I immed iately repl ied that I would take i t ,  

provided that I was not l i ke l y  t o  be s e l ected for the S I XTH 

Fl eet Chi e f  of Staf f .  Ful l y  bel i eving that I had ca l l ed 

BuPe r s  " b l u f f "  on th i s  one , s ince I s u s pected they had no 

i ntent ion of s ending me to Korea , I wa s surpr i s ed to rece ive 

immed i ate orders to report to the United Nations Command , 

Korea , as Ch ief  of  Sta f f , J2 ( Jo int Sta f f , I nte l l i gence ) ,  in 

October 1 9 6 1 . 

My re l ie f  arrived on board M I S SI S SINEWA , and we commenced 

preparations for turning over o f  command . Admi ral Ander son 

was ordered back to Wa shington to be come CNO , the top 

po s i t ion in the Navy . Howeve r , he wa s not to be come 

ingrati ated with h i s  s uper ior , Pre s i dent Jack Kennedy , and 

was there fore not reappoi nted to a second two year term a s  

CNO . 

I was detached a s  ComServFor S I XTH F l eet with f our days 
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leave before f l ying o f f  to Korea , where dependents were not 

permitted to accompany thei r  s ponsor s . I had arranged to 

keep my Napl e s  apartment , where my f ami ly would remain during 

my one year a s s ignment in Korea . The f ami l y  e n j oyed Napl e s , 

where there were the services o f  a U . S .  Navy Med ical Ho spital 

staf f ed with spec i a l i s t s , a l arge navy commi s s ary and post 

exchange , and l iving conditi ons were exc e l l ent and 

reasonab l e . 

After turning over my dut i e s , I went home for a good 

night ' s  re s t ,  p l anning to v i s it Rome the next day for s everal 

days vacation . Upon awaking the next morni ng , I wa s d i z zy 

and could not s tand up . My right s i de and l eg we re part i a l l y  

numb . I was taken to the Naple s Medical  Research Ho spital 

where U . S .  navy doctor s  car r i ed out a series  of  tests  

throughout the day . The trip to Rome had to be cancel l e d . 

The doctors could f ind nothing wrong with me . Perhaps they 

thought I was b l uf f ing . I was taken home , but ordered to 

return next day if condit ions were not back to normal . The 

f o l lowing morning again , I could not get out of bed and 

returned to the hospital to undergo a l l  the s ame tests and 

examinations . Sti l l , nothing could be f ound , a l l  r e f lexes 

were norma l . I was decl ared f i t  for duty at sea and a s ho re , 

thi s  s tatement be i ng inserted in my med i ca l  record . One 

doctor had the nerve to s a y ,  that there wa s nothing s e r i ously 

wrong , f or if  i t  had been a stroke , I would be  dead by now . 
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During the next coupl e  day s , I regained s ome control o f  

my r i ght l e g  and arm .  Shaving was mos t  d i f f icult i n  trying 

to rai se my r i ght a rm .  On the f i fth day I f l ew o f f  t o  Korea 

with a two day stop in the U . S .  for debr i e f ing , a l l  the whi l e  

trying t o  d i sguise my l inger ing d i z z ine s s  and numbne s s  o n  my 

r i ght s ide . 

Upon arr iva l at Seoul , Kore a � a i rport , I was met and 

introduced to the U . N . Staf f  Headquarters and envi rons . The 

s ta f f  was composed entirely of U . S .  army , navy , and a i r  f orce 

o f f icers , headed by a U . S .  army ma jor genera l ,  whose chi e f  o f  

s t a f f  was a n  a i r  force genera l .  The ma j ority o f  the o f f icers 

were U . S .  army , with a few air force o f f i ce r s . I was the 

only navy capta in . There were a l l ie d  uni t s  in the f ie l d  

holding d own d e f ense pos i t ions . The re wa s a separate 

U . N . -North Korean Armistice Commi s s io n ,  ( wh i ch negotiated 

weekly with the North Koreans ) ,  composed of various U . N .  

o f f icers f rom numerous countr ie s ,  but not incl ud ing Ru s s ians . 

The U . S .  repre sentative on thi s  committee was a Navy Rear 

Admi ra l . 

I was a s s igned to the U . N .  hous ing compound , where I 

shared a Korean bunga l ow with a U . S .  army colone l . I was 

a s s igned my private Chevrolet sedan , pa i nted brown , with an 

army pr ivate chauf feur . I had no great need for a car , but 

we were not permitted to wal k  around unaccompa nied . I 

preferred a l i tt l e  walking exerc i se . 
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I wa s a s s igned to the o f f i ce r s ' me s s ,  where I would take 

a l l  my mea l s . I f e l t  out o f  place there at f i r s t , with a s  

many a s  3 8  Army bri gadier genera l s , 2 0  colone l s , and I the 

only nava l o f f i cer , except for the U . S .  Navy rear admi r a l , 

who wa s s omet imes pres ent i n  the me s s ,  when he wa s not 

requi red in the demi l i tari zed zone for ongoing negotiations . 

We sat at regul ar tab l e s  with l inen furn i s hed . After the 

initial  few day s , I became better a cqua inted with many army 

col l eagues and l earned va l uabl e new a rmy protoco l .  My a rmy 

c o l onel co l leagues presented me with the i r  various type s o f  

uni fo rm insign i a , once they l e arned of my intere st i n  making 

a col lect i on o f  s uch . Of great interest t o  me wa s the f act 

that each o f  the se genera l s , col one l s ,  etc . he l d  three 

d i f f erent commi s s ions s imul taneou s l y ,  s uch a s  acting , actual , 

and re serve ; i . e .  a general might have an actual commi s s i on 

in the army a s  a capt a in . To me , a navy type , i t  was 

extremely comp l i cated and con fus ing a s  we l l , as the 

organi z a t i on and a s s ignment of res pons ibi l it i e s  within our 

s i s te r  service . Many of the brigadiers f e l t  that they 

commanded no more re s pect nor a s s ignment of re spons i b i l ities 

than that of a col one l . The feel ing wa s a ctua l ly mutual . 

Our Commanding Genera l o f  the U . N .  Force a l s o  was the 

commander of h i s  own U . S .  Eighth Army command , of whi ch I was 

not a member nor did I have any r e s pons ibi l i ti e s  therein . 
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My predeces sor , the Chi e f  o f  Sta f f , J2 ( Jo i nt Command , 

Inte l l igence ) had a l ready been trans ferred back to the U . S . A . 

for  " ha rdship reasons " prior to my arrival in Seoul . My 

a s s i stant , an a i r  force co l one l , had been acting head o f  the 

divis ion , pending my arriva l . Es senti a l l y ,  I wa s to be the 

head of the enti re inte l l i gence community within South Korea , 

and anyth ing connected with inte l l igence was to be 

coordinated through me . In l ike manner ,  the command ing 

general of the Un ited Nat i ons Fo rces was to be the supreme 

commander ; howeve r , there wa s the U . S .  Emba s s y  with an 

amba s s ador in Seoul , and the commanding genera l himsel f had 

h i s  own U . S .  Eighth Army command . I could not f athom how 

such an arrangement could po s s ib l y  function e f f icient l y . The 

Uni ted States C IA organi zat ion was a s s igned to our emba s s y .  

Instead o f  coordinating with me , they r e fu sed t o  even 

acknowl edge the i r  own exi stence . The Ru s s ians knew per fectly 

wel l  " who was who " all over the world . I s et about to learn 

how they did and very qui ckly learned on my own . Sti l l , they 

re fused to cooperate or even acknowledge our j o int 

respons ibi l it i e s . Nor would my U . N .  commandi ng general care 

to hear any o f  my comments or s ugge stions . He had this  s ame 

attitude toward h i s  own Ei ghth Army i ntel l i gence o f f i cer , 

another co lonel . The general rel ied s o l e l y  on a subordinate 

army capta i n ,  operating a separate inte l l i gence activity , 

with no a l legiance to any o f f i c i a l  organi zation , but only 

d i re ct to the commande r . I set about to e stabl i s h  c l o s e  

personal relations with th i s  o f f i cer , became good friend s ,  
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but he refu s ed to cooperate with me o f f i c i a l l y  a s  head o f  a l l  

inte l l i gence activities  within Korea . My pos it ion in Korea 

was s uper f luous and unnece s s ary . 

The principal di sturbing problem to my a i r  f orce colonel 

a s s i s tant was the dra fting o f  a new inte l l i gence plan for 

Korea , wh i ch wa s due to be submitted within weeks . I a sked 

him for background information and suggest ions . I coul d  

sense immed i ately that h e  had strong de s ires t o  fu rni sh a i r  

force input into the p l an . I sugge sted that s i nce I wa s s o  

new to the j ob that he should go ahead a n d  d r a f t  h i s  concept 

f rom the start . I would then study i t  and approve , i f  

pract i c a l  i n  a l l  re s pect s . Wi th thi s  repl y ,  he wa s a s  

plea s ed a s  a kid w i t h  a new toy . He s a i d  that he had a l re ady 

drafted a p l an which he had with him . I studied it for a few 

days . It wa s indeed mo st practi cal , with f orces ava i l abl e . 

In compar i s on with the previous p l an , I couldn ' t  have done 

better mys el f .  I approved it forthwith , and thi s  became the 

rev i s ed inte l l i gence plan for Korea . My a s s i s tant was 

e l ated , and we became close friends ever a fter . I hope he 

was promoted to general for th i s  accomp l i shment . 

At 8 : 0 0 every morning the s enior o f f icers of  the U . N .  

Sta f f  met outdoors , a s s embl e d  for morning colors , to hear 

announcements for the day . At the se a s s embl i e s , I endured 

excruc i at ing pain when rai s i ng my arm to s a lute . I s ti l l  had 

d i f f i culty rai s i ng my arm to shave , and would be come d i z zy in 
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bed at night i f  I should roll  over on my r ight s i de . I would 

become startled immedi ate ly , awaken and rol l over on my l e f t  

s ide t o  rel ieve t h e  di z z ines s . 

Every f ew month s , the ent i re U . N . Command Sta f f  would go 

o f f  on a f i e l d  exerc i s e  for a week . We would e stab l i s h  

tempor ary f i e l d  headquarters a n d  p l ay w a r  game s . I 

con s i dered them to be vastly infer ior to what we did at NWC 

in Newport . 

unnece s s ary . 

I often f e l t  that my own pre sence was ent i re l y  

Pres ident Park Chung Hi regul arly entertained the 

Ameri can o f f i ce r s  l av i shly at h i s  o f f i c ial qua rters . There 

was no other social  activity . There was an o f f i cers c lub i n  

o u r  U . N . compound for dinner and orche s tra mus i c  night l y , 

with a separate room of s l ot machine s , whi ch I f ound to be 

quite prof i table to p l ay . Mos t  r e l axing to me was a f r i endly 

bridge game at the home of our Navy admi ral  a s s igned to the 

Armi stice Commi s s ion , with another expert bridge playe r , the 

Air Force ma j o r  general who was Chie f  of  Sta f f  to the U . N .  

Command . 

I v i s ited around the c ity o f  Seoul to l earn s omething 

about the peop l e .  I found them t o  be very industriou s , l i ke 

the Japanes e ,  but much more fr iendly than they were 

previously under Japane se rule prior to WWI I .  I e stabl i shed 

a c l o s e  re l at i onship with the Korean navy . They couldn ' t  
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have been more f r iendly and cooperative , wi l l ing to share a l l  

se cret s . Likewi se with the Korean CIA command , headed by a 

retired Korean army general . 

The incumbent President , Park Chung Hi ( succes s or to the 

s uppos edly native born Korean , S igmond Rhea , who had s pent 

mos t  of h i s  e a r l i e r  adult l i f e  in Ch ina , princ ipa l l y  in the 

vic inity of Shanghai ) wa s popu l a r  and re s pe cted . He was the 

driving force o f  the nation for deve lopment i nto a modern 

state , prior to h i s  unt ime l y  a s sas s inat i on . He per sona l l y  

moved about the countrys i de b y  automobi l e , and forced the 

f a rmer s  and peasant s to get out and p l ow the i r  f i el ds each 

f a l l before winter set in , and again early in s pr ingt ime to 

pl ant the f i r s t  crops . He wa s happy to greet a l l  Ameri cans 

persona l l y  and to talk with us on any subj ect rel ated to h i s  

country . 

I had served in Korea for s ix months and was settl ing 

down ni cely to the routi ne , when one day I received a letter 

f rom my c l a s smate in BuPers , B . J . Semmmes ,  saying " Sorry , 

John , you s t i l l  have to go to Tokyo . "  Very s hortly and 

be f ore I could reply to h i s  letter , I received d i s patch 

orders to proceed to Tokyo immediate l y , and r e l i eve a s  U . S .  

nava l att ache . No succes s or came to Korea to rel ieve me , but 

I had to comp l y  at once . ( Ca pta in Semmes was promoted to 

rear admiral  and eventual l y  took over a s  Chi e f  o f  Naval 

Personnel . )  I wa s provided with the services of a U . S . Air 
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Force p l ane ba sed in Korea and f l ew over to Tokyo with a l l  my 

belongings in several sma l l  cases . 

Upon a rr iva l in Tokyo , I we l l  remembe red part s o f  the 

bus ine s s  d i s tr i ct l e ft standing , as we l l  as the Impe r i a l  Diet 

Bu i l ding ( Pa r l i ament ) ,  the Emperor ' s  Pa l ace , and the Ame r ican 

Emba s sy .  Large areas o f  the metropo l i s  were leveled to the 

ground in the ma s s ive a i r  raids o f  WWI I .  A f ew commerc i a l  

bui ldings and houses  h a d  been newly constructed . Al l 

Japanese street s igns had been r emoved and in thei r  p l ace a 

system o f  American a l phabet i c a l  lette r s  and numera l s  had been 

substituted . Some o f  the streets had been re- routed . Thi s 

wa s a l ittle con fus ing . 

On ly a fter I had cons ulted with the incumbent naval 

attache , Ca pta in John Broml ey ( my Naval Academy c l a s smate and 

former Japane se l anguage o f f icer ) ,  did I le arn for the f i r s t  

t ime a probable rea s on f o r  h i s  ouster , l e s s  than hal fway 

through h i s  normal three year tour . It was not the 

amba s s ador , but rather the deputy chi e f  of mi s s ion who had 

per s onal i ty c l ashe s with Capt a in Broml ey . S i nce a l l  

d i s patches from the emba s sy went out over the amba s sador ' s  

s i gnature , our Navy Department may not have known the real 

reasons . When I arrived in Tokyo , the deputy hims e l f  wa s 

being trans ferred by the State Department the s ame day and I 

never met h i m .  I f  BuPer s  h a d  held o f f  another day , perhaps I 

would not have been s o  suddenl y  s ent to Tokyo . I could s ense 
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something e l s e  troub l ing my predec e s s or even more than h i s  

being r e l i eved a s  attache . He and Ca pta i n  Tayl o r  in ONI were 

the only two intel l igence o f f icers e l igible for promotion to 

the s ingle f l ag rank inte l l i gence bi l l et ava i l ab l e . Tayl o r  
' 

was s e l ected and was e l evated to Ch i e f  of  ONI . Broml ey knew 

that he wou l d  be relegated to s ome minor pos ition when he 

returned to Wa shington . He re s i gned the f o l l owing year , 

1 9 6 3 , and d i ed a few years l ater . Tay l or , a fter comp l eting 

h i s  tour a s  head o f  ON I , was e levated to the Defense 

Inte l l igence Agency ( an organi z at ion which I had a lways 

cons idered an unnec e s s ary add i t i onal l evel of control ) ,  and 

f rom there he was promoted to three-star rank and appointed 

Deputy Di rector of CIA . 

My o f f  ice in Tokyo was no l onger in the Emba s s y  

Compound , but the ' ' Emba s sy Annex " ,  a six-story o f f i ce 

bui l ding nearby wh i ch had been taken over to accommodate the 

i ncreased Ame r i can Emba s s y  sta f f  f o l l owing WWI I .  

The former Supreme Commander , General MacArthur , was 

gone by now , and the Japane se Government was aga in functioning 

under thei r  new Con stitution . 

My home was to be my predec e s s or ' s  - a l arge plush 

house with f l ower garden and a s pacious pa rking area . Th i s  

part icular house had been private l y  purchased b y  Captain 

Bromley ' s  predece s s or , another c l a s smate who , i nc i denta l ly ,  
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wa s my roommate at the Nava l Academy . Ca pta i n  Broml ey could 

not purcha se the property outright , so his predece s s or 

o f f e red i t  for s a l e  to the Navy Depa rtme nt , which l acked 

funds for s uch expend i tures ; but the State Department qui ckly 

took up the option . ( The res idence wa s earmarked for the 

sen i or attache thereafter . By the t ime I l e ft Japan i n  1 9 6 4 , 

the value o f  the prope rty had more than quadrupled in f i ve 

years . )  

I could now plan to bring my f ami l y , including a 

s i x-month-old son whom I had not a s  yet s een , f rom Nap l e s  to 

Tokyo . There we re adequate packers and shippers i n  Naples  

who provided l arge shipping cases for overseas move s , where 

p i l f erage was not uncommon . The Tokyo house wa s comp l etely 

furni s hed by the emba s sy . My f ami l y  arr ived di rect by 

a i rcraft , and settled i nto the new l i fe .  Our shipment o f  

household goods , con s i s ting mo stly of l inens , c l othing , 

d i she s , crystal , de corations , etc . , though not rea l l y  

e s sential a t  thi s  early pha s e , duly arrived a month or s o  

l ater . I had the cases  unl oaded from the trucks outs ide the 

hous e ,  s i nce they were much too l arge to be brought inside . 

As they were l i fted from the trucks and set down , I observed 

that two of the f ive cases  were d r i pping water pro fus e l y . 

They had undoubtedly been di pped into the sea whi l e  being 

unloaded from the cargo s h i p  in Yokohama . They had to be 

unpacked immed iatel y ,  and a l l  the l inen and wearing apparel 

l aundered and dry c l e aned . Fortunate l y ,  there were cleaning 
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faci l ities estab l i shed now in Tokyo . 

Attache duty i s  quite s imi lar anywhere around the g lobe , 

to repres ent one ' s  particular branch of h i s  own government , 

and to be we l l - informed on simi l ar matters o f  intere s t  within 

the host government . The place to start is gett ing 

acqua inted with one ' s  oppo s ite numbers i n  the host country , 

and f rom there develop further contacts . I had exper ienced 

more than my share of such duty at four or f ive d i f ferent 

emba s s ie s  a round the wor l d . Rarely i s  a naval o f f i cer 

a s s igned attache duty more than once i n  hi s caree r . 

In Tokyo , Amba s sador Rei s chauer schedul ed a week l y  sta f f  

meeting o f  princ i pa l  o f f i cers , a t  which h e  per s ona l ly 

pre s i ded . Th i s  wa s i deal f or exchanging informat ion and 

devel opment s .  Department heads we re requi red to submit thei r  

p l a n s  for home ente rta inment a month in advance f or approval , 

to avo id s chedul ing on a date when s ome other event was 

pl anned emba s sy-wide . Al l o f f i cers were expected to attend 

o f f i c i a l  emb a s s y  recept i ons in the Ambas s ador ' s  res idence , 

and to converse with the gue s t s  to make them feel wel come . 

Amba s sador Re i s chauer was f riendly to a l l  o f f i cers ; 

however , he appeared to me to be not too interes ted in 

m i l i tary a f f a i r s . He carried out orde r s  f rom Wa shington 

concerning obtaining permi s s ion f rom the Japanese forei gn 

o f f i ce , to bring an Amer i can atomi c s ubma rine into port for a 
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v i s i t . Thi s was a d i f f icult time , when numerous 

demonstrat ions were being held throughout Japan against the 

use of atomic power . I knew very l ittle a bout the 

ambas sado r ' s  background , except that he wa s an expert i n  

things Japane se a s  a pro f e s sor at Harvard Un ive r s ity . He was 

mar r i ed to a charming Japane s e  l ady of wel l -to-do parent s . 

She s poke excel lent Engl i sh when cal led upon to do s o . I did 

not think that the Amb a s s ador h ad any pr ior mi l itary servi ce . 

Yea rs l ater , I was to learn that he had served in Army 

Inte l l i gence in Wa shington during WWI I .  At t ime s in Tokyo , I 

even f e lt that he was a pac i f i s t  at heart , l i ke s o  many 

Japane se at that time . He was the son of an Ame r i can 

m i s s ionary in Japan before WWI I . H i s  w i f e  h.ad taught s chool 

and worked in Japane s e  orphanage s . In fact , h i s  wi f e ' s  

s i ster s t i l l  operated an orphanage in Japan . Although the 

amba s s ador did not neglect to entertain the other diplomat s ,  

he went out o f  h i s  way , i t  seemed to me , to court rel i g i ous 

people and mi s s ionar i e s  from throughout Japan . H i s  wi fe 

entertained sma l l  ch i l dren and orphanage groups by day i n  the 

Emba s sy ground s . The amba s s ador and h i s  wi fe worked 

extreme l y  hard to popul a r i z e  Ameri can f riendship among a l l  

c l a s s e s  o f  the Japane se peop l e . 

Vice Admiral Thomas Moorer had recently taken over 

command of the Seventh F leet . I ac companied him on a l l  h i s  

o f f i c i a l  c a l l s  in Japan . I had known the Admi ral a s  a 

mid s h i pman , he being one year s enior to me . I would b r i e f  
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him on each individua l ,  he would ca l l  on , and the i r  principle 

f i e l d s  of  intere s t . On Admi r a l  Moorer 1 s  s econd v i s it to our 

ambas s ador some months l ater , I advi s ed him of the 

ambas s ador ' s  s eemingly d i s interest in things navy , and 

sugge sted that he i nvite the ambas s ador out for a 

demonstration on board a carrier a t  sea . Thi s  the admi ral 

did , and the amb a s s ador a ccepted . El aborate preparations 

were made for a f l ight demons tration off the carrier at sea . 

The amba s s ador wa s s impl y  del ighted with viewing the actual 

operations , and e s pec i a l l y  with the g i ft of a colored photo 

a l bum made up on board , showing hims e l f  in the center of a l l 

things taking place on board . We no l onger f eared for h i s  

act ive support of a l l  naval operations within hi s area o f  

j u r i sdiction . 

The new deputy chief  at the emba s s y ,  John Eme r s on , 

arrived about a week a fter me in Tokyo . I was del i ghted to 

see my old co l l eague o f  pre-WWI I days , when we were both young 

l anguage s tudent s . We were the only two pre -WWI I holdovers 

attached to the Emba s s y . There could be no future c l ashes o f  

persona l ity between the emb a s s y  and the Naval Attache 1 s  

O f f i ce . 

Upon arr iving in Japan , I had made up my mind in advance 

that I wou l d  never d i s cu s s  WWI I , nor become invol ved in any 

argument conc erning any part i c u l a r  action or inc ident in the 

war . I would met i cu l o u s l y  avoid any s uch d i s c u s s i on . In 
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thi s ,  I was succe s s ful throughout my tour . The Japane se 

Chi e f  of  the Navy De fense Force s had actua l ly s pent the war 

years in Peru , a s  a young o f f i cer to learn Spani sh . None o f  

the senior o f f i cers o f  the newl y created Japanese Defense 

Force s had held any s i gn i f i cant command pos it ion during the 

f i ght ing except for one , Minoru Genda , who was by now a duly 

e l e cted member o f  the Diet . Genda had been a young 

l ieutenant commander in the Imperial  Japanese Navy , who 

actua l ly p l anned the deta i l s  of the Japane se navy ai r ra id 

attack on Pearl Harbor on De cember 7 ,  1 9 4 1 . He had been 

trans ferr ed to the Japane se air f orce , and sti l l  held the 

reti red rank of genera l . I had only recently met Genga a nd 

was impr e s s ed with h i s  sense o f  humor . I decided that the 

next t ime I entertained Japanese admi r a l s  in my home , I wou ld 

a l s o  i nvite Diet member Genga , who mus t  s ti l l  have an 

intere s t  i n  the navy . He ac cepted forthr ight , and seemed to 

en j oy conve rs ation with the admi r a l s .  Later i n  the evening , 

after a f ew brandies f o l l owing dinner , I not i ced him i n  a 

corner , surrounded by four or f ive admi ra l s , l i stening to 

WWI I tales . I stayed c l e a r  of the group , but c lose enough to 

hear the conver s ation taking pl ace a s  I moved a round to 

various other gue st s . At one point , Genga used one of h i s  

few Engl i sh expre s s ions " Di rty Poker " ,  then returning t o  

Japanese and s aying " How c a n  anyone win a w a r  when t h e  enemy 

i s  reading the i r  communi cation s ? " I invited Genga back to my 

home several t imes and he always gladly accepted . Never once 

dur ing thi s  tour in Japan , did Genga or anyone e l s e  ever 
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bring up the s u b j ect of WWI I  to me direct l y . 

Invi tations to my home a lways incl uded the wive s . Thi s  

was s ometh ing new , even i n  mode rn Japan , and a few o f  the 

more senior Japane s e  men were he s i tant to bring the i r  wives 

out in publ i c . After my i n s i s tence they a l l  came u s ua l l y , 

and had a good t ime i n  the i r  own reti cent way . Aga i n ,  I 

s erved Amer i can whi skey rather than the usual Scotch . Be ing 

aware of the genera l  Japanes e  avers ion to strong l i quor , I 

always prepared an amp l e  supply o f  f a i r l y  mi l d  Ol d Fa shion 

drinks . Even the l ad i e s  tried it , and pol i tely s i pped on the 

sweet mixture a l l  evening , with no adverse e f fects . My wi f e  

wa s s o  imp re s s ed w i t h  the Ja pane se l adies  that s h e  p l anned 

daytime parti e s  for them , whereby they a l l  practi ced f l ower 

arranging , origami paper f o lding , and one was s imp l e  hat 

des igns with a rti f i c i a l  f l ower s  s ewn on . Other Emba s s y  

mil i tary wive s a s s i sted , and cou l d  pract i ce the Japane se 

l anguage at the s ame time . The s e  gatherings were very 

popu l a r  wi th no men around to interf ere . 

Unl ike the pre-WWI I  years , today U . S . attaches abroad , 

whether in We stern Europe or the Far East , are overwhelmed 

with v i s itors or cal l e r s . A guest book for s i gnatures shoul d 

be ma intained . I had a yeoman who was an amateur 

photographic enthus i a s t , who l iked to practice h i s  ski l l . 

Thi s  worked we l l  for r emember i ng face s . Host country 

mi l itary persons and busines smen were of cour se the usual 
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v i s itors to the o f f i ce . Vi s iting U . S .  mi l itary o f f i c i a l s  

f rom the U . S .  usua l l y  came f o r  brief ing o r  orientation o f  the 

surrounding country s ide . Ame r i can bus i ne s smen and U . S .  

corporation representatives actua l l y  res iding in the host 

country u s ua l ly des i re to ma intain contact with o f f i c i a l  

repre sentative s at the Ameri can Embas s y .  By f a r  the greatest 

number o f  c a l l e r s  today are Ame r i can bus ine s smen l ooking for 

f oreign out lets for the i r  manuf actures , a s  we l l  a s  j u s t  p l a i n  

tour i s ts from the U . S .  o n  vacat i on . Many o f  the se I wou l d  

invite t o  my home that evening , i f  convenient . Many newly 

promoted rear admi ra l s  would come from the states to v i s i t  

the area o f  the wor l d  that w a s  new t o  them , and many t imes 

they expe cted me to accompany them around the country for as 

much as a week at a t ime . An attache has considerable 

o f f i ci a l  off ice wo rk to accomp l i s h ,  and cannot a f ford to be 

absent from the Embas s y  for any l ength of time . Ear l i e r  i n  

my career , I h a d  observed nava l attaches a l l  over We s tern 

Europe and the Mediterranean port s , be ing impo sed upon by 

f l eet commander s  and les ser ranked o f f i cers to per form extra 

s ervi ce s . Many uni n formed , h i gh ranking o f f i cers expected 

that the Attache was there to act as his per sona l aide , 

having no important duties otherwi s e . I knew o f  numerous 

instances in whi ch an otherwi s e  e f f ic ient attache would 

rece ive a b l ack mark on h i s  record f rom a Fleet Commander , 

merely because he f e l t  that the attache wa s not devoting 

enough intere st to the commander ' s  personal wi she s . It i s  a 

d i f f i cu l t  problem in personal r e l at i on s  confronting the navy 
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today . 

Secretary o f  the Navy , Fred Kort h , s uddenly appeared 

unexpe ctedly in my Tokyo o f f i ce .  He wanted to s it down and 

ta l k .  H e  f ir s t  apologi zed for interrupt i ng my work , and 

whi l e  not inqui ring a bout o f f i ci a l  matters , merely wanted to 

know a bit about Tokyo and places in Japan . He wa s extreme l y  

f r iendly and e a s y  to t a l k  to . I couldn ' t  bel ieve that thi s 

was the Secretary hims e l f . He apparently knew h i s  way around 

the world , probably by private conversations with the naval 

attache in each country v i s ited . Be fore departing he told me 

that he wa s origina l ly f rom Texa s and that he had quite a few 

imp ortant bu s i nes s  acquaintances down there . One o f  the se , a 

good f riend o f  the navy , wa s due to v i s i t  Japan in a f ew 

weeks , and would I " l ook out " for him? Of course ! The 

Secretary l e ft f o rt hwith , re fus ing to let me do anyth ing for 

him .  H i s  Texa s f r iend arrived , and I e s corted him around for 

several days . They returned home and apparentl y  l auded the 

per s onal attent i on they received in Tokyo . Secretary Korth 

wrote me a persona l l e tter of thanks , and a dded that another 

" good fr iend of the navy '' wa s arr iving in Tokyo the f o l lowing 

mont h , and would I " look out " for them a l so . Thi s per s onal 

correspondence seemed to go on every month or so , a lmos t  

inde f inite l y .  I t  didn ' t  bother me a t  a l l . Fina l l y ,  I 

noti ced a sma l l  art i cle in the newspaper stating that Navy 

Secretary Korth wa s be ing a s ked to r e s i gn because o f  

" impropriety in o f f i ce " . He refused to resign , and f i na l l y 
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it was announced that he was f ired for the s pe c i f i c  reason o f  

" us ing o f f i c i a l  Navy Department stationery f o r  h i s  personal 

purpo s e s . "  I heard various gigg l e s  within navy c i r c le s , and 

took s tock of my own exper ience . Sure enough , there wa s 

something true about the charge against the Secretary ; 

howeve r , I f e l t  that the announcement could have been phra sed 

i n  more diplomat i c  terms . 

Secretary Korth had v i s ited Vice Admir a l  David Ma cDona l d  

whi l e  ComS IXTH Fl eet in the Mediterranean i n  1 9 6 2 , and wa s 

mo st impre s sed with the operati on . MacDonal d  wa s trans ferred 

to Ci nCNelm in London . Out o f  the b l ue , the admiral  arr ived 

in Japan for a b r i e f  orientation tour in preparat i on for a 

s udden new a s s ignment , that o f  CNO , re l i eving Admiral 

Ander son . I was pleased to see my o l d  f r iend Admiral 

MacDonal d  and his wi f e  aga i n , and accompanied them around 

Japan . I n  the course o f  our conversation he told me , that he 

wa s mo st happy in London with a gol f course nearby , and having 

no further amb i t i on ,  he had hoped to ret i re there when these 

surpr i se orders arrived , even be f ore they were complete l y  

settled i n  a t  the new post . On l y  l ater did I learn that 

Secretary Korth had re f us ed the recommendat ions of h i s  navy 

advi sors , and had per s ona l l y  picked h i s  f avorite Admi ral 

MacDona l d  to be the new Chi e f  o f  Naval Operations . MacDona l d  

was an i d e a l  choice to be the top navy a dmi ral ; however ,  i t  

was contrary to h i s  personal wi s hes o r  ambition . 
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We had an MAAG ( Mi l itary As s i stance Advi s ory Group ) 

Mi s s ion with headqua rters near Tokyo . Thei r  duties were j us t  

that . I v i s ited them occasiona l l y ,  a s  I did with various 

other U . S .  detachments . One commande r ,  S . A . Ta f f inder in 

charge of the s upply branch , wa s a f ami l i a r  name . I t  turned 

out that he was the son of my next door neighbor in Newport , 

Rhode I s l and , Vi ce Admiral S . A . Ta f f inder , Ret i red . 

I ma inta ined close  relations with the Japane se 

Sel f-De f ense Force s .  The i r  CNO and h i s  w i f e  on several 

occas ions i nvited me and my wi f e  to s pend a day with them in 

a Ja pane se inn s ome d i s tance away f rom Tokyo , where we would 

don Japane se kimono and relax , or wal k  a round the 

countrys i de , s l eeping on the f loor at ni ght in true Ja pane se 

s ty l e . Through the admi ral I met h i s  bo s s , the Secretary o f  

the Ja panese Navy , wi th whom we struck u p  an instant 

f r iendshi p .  The Secretary , a pol itical  appo intee , knew very 

l ittle about the Navy and re l ied s o l e l y  on h i s  CNO , Admira l 

Na kayama . The Secretary ' s  f ami l y  l oved to vi s i t  my home , 

even without invitation . They had a teenage son and 

daughte r ,  and were anxious for the i r  obta ining a higher 

educati on in the U . S .  ( money was no problem ) . "Would I h e l p  

them to obtain admi s s ion " to any institution of h i gher 

educati on? I did , but i t  wasn ' t  easy . The ma in s tumb l ing 

block was the i r  inab i l ity to speak Engl i s h .  Th i s  was 

eventu a l l y  overcome . 
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I s couted Tokyo and my former f avorite haunts throughout 

Japan . Mos t  of them were gone . My former res idence in 

Tokyo , as we l l  as those of many other s ,  had been wi ped out by 

the air raids of WWI I .  Al l o f  our former cooks and s e rvant s 

had d i s appeared . No one knew what had happened to them . I 

did locate my former Japane se head instructor , Nao Naganuma . 

He had been mar ried to the daughter o f  an Amer i can 

mi s s ionary . Now he was a wi dowe r , l iving with h i s  daughter 

and her f ami l y ,  who s t i l l  s end me a Chr i s tma s card every 

year . Naganuma rel ated to me h i s  rough t ime s with the 

Japane se State Department duri ng the war . He wa s presently 

comp i l ing a new Japane se-Ameri can encyc lopedi a , we l coming 

sugge s t ions . He came to my o f f ice regu l a r l y , early each 

morning , to help me brush up on my s peech-making , and to read 

the l ocal newspaper together . The s poken Japane se l anguage 

i t s e l f returned read i l y  to me . 

I had a vi s i t f rom reti red U . S .  Navy Admi ral E . T .  

Layton , who now res ided i n  Tokyo a s  a civi l i an repres entative 

for an Amer i can a i rcraft manuf acturer . He had been my bos s  

i n  Tokyo when I wa s a l anguage s tudent i n  the 1 9 3 0 s , and had 

been one of my super iors a l l  through the Paci f i c  War . In 

thi s s etting , however ,  I wa s now the s en i or U . S .  navy 

o f f i c i a l  in Tokyo , and he , Layton , retired , wa s a civi l i an .  

I took advantage of the s ituation by j okingly asking , 

" Admiral , have you begun to s l ow down , now that you have 

p a s s ed middle age ? "  " Ye s , "  h e  replied , " I  a ctua l ly have , 
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John . "  From here on , I could ca l l  him '' Edd ie " .  We met 

o ften in our r e s pect ive home s . I s t i l l  held him in great 

admiration , as I know he did me . 

I v i s ited the Ame r i can Club , which wa s a noon l uncheon 

c l ub for Ame r i can bus ine s smen and company repre s entative s , 

pre s s  reporters , etc . s ince pre-WWI I days . I was s ti l l  a 

membe r ,  abs ent on home l eave for 2 5  years . 

I appe ared in the Tokyo Club , a former el ite Japane se 

entrepreneurs ' c l ub with very few f oreign membe rs . I wa s 

warmly we l comed a s  a former member ,  and wa s pres ented with an 

updated res i dent membership card . Gradua l l y ,  I reca l l ed some 

o f  the aged members and they me . I enj oyed dropping i n  

occas iona l l y a n d  l i s tening to their tales  o f  old . Their c lub 

property i n  Tokyo had increased in va lue manyfold . They have 

s i nce built  a new c l ub e l sewhe re at a f raction of the price 

they had received for the o l d  property . 

An e l derly Japane se gent leman v i s ited my o f f ice and 

expl a i ned that he was Cha i rman of the Admi ral Togo 

Foundation . Togo was the leader of the Japane se Nava l Forces 

whi ch decidedly de feated the Rus s ian Fleet at the Battle o f  

Tsushima Stra its e a r l y  in the twentieth century . Togo wa s 

revered a s  the f ather of the Imperi a l  Japanese Navy , and h i s  

picture adorns Japanese navy o f f  i c e s  al ongs ide that o f  

Emperor Hi rohito . My v i s itor expl a ined that Admi ral Nimit z  
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had v i s ited Japan a number o f  t imes and wa s kind to Japan 

( s i nce the c e s s ation of hosti l it i e s ) ,  and hel d  Admiral Togo 

i n  h i gh e steem . I n  f act , i t  was Admi ral Nimit z ,  who was the 

driving force behind the rai s ing of funds to enshrine the old 

MIKASA , f l ag sh i p  o f  Admiral Togo in 1 9 0 3 ,  having i t  embedded 

i n  s o l i d  concrete around the l ower underwater part of the 

hul l . Admir a l  Nimit z  had written an a rt i c l e  on Admiral Togo 

recently for pub l i shing . He had remuneration due from the 

mag a z ine publ i s he r ,  but was too o l d  and f eeble to v i s i t  Japan 

to col lect . Nimi t z  told them he d idn ' t  want any fee for hi s 

art i c le . The f oundation representative wi shed for me to act 

as stand-in for Admiral Nimi t z , in receiving the check and 

turning i t  over to the Togo Shrine . In thi s  way they wou l d  

r e c e i ve f avorable pub l i c ity f o r  the ir new navy . I explained 

that I wou l d  have to ve r i f y  Admiral Nimitz ' s  wishes i n  the 

matter .  I sent a letter o f f  to Admiral Nimi t z ; however ,  the 

next day I received a l etter f rom the Admi ral , veri fying what 

had been told to me by the v i s itor , and s aying that I might 

be contacted by the Japane se in the near future . He a s ked me 
I 

i f  I woul d  please be h i s  repres entative , and act a s  I saw 

f i t . I contacted the Japane se on thi s , and they appeared a s  

a group , including the magaz ine publ i s her and pre s s  

photographers . I rece ived the check , turned around and 

pre sented it to the Togo Foundation representative , a l l  the 

t ime photos being taken . Thi s was not the end . There wa s to 

be a Buddhi st rel i g ious ceremony at the enshrined b i rthplace 

o f  Admi ral Togo , several weeks hence , and I was reque sted to 
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repres ent Admi ral Nimit z  a s  the honored gues t . I consulted 

the Japane se navy o f f i ce , whi ch took me in tow and instructed 

me on what to expect , how to put on the s o l emn Japanese 

facial expre s s ion , when to c l ap the extended palms o f  my 

hands , as the Ja pane se do i n  reverence before a shrine , and 

a l s o  how to moan and croak a s  a Buddhi s t  pr i e s t . I attended 

the ceremony in fu l l  uni form with white gloves i n  a temp l e  in 

south Japan . Japanese mi l itary , h i gh local o f f i c i a l s ,  and 

plain c ivi l i ans f i l led the ava i l able seat s , numbering about 

one hundred . I wa s stationed in f ront of a table di spl aying 

the photo of Admiral Togo and s ome of h i s  mementoe s .  About 

s i x  Buddh i s t  priests  o f f i ciated . Spectators were a l l  dre s sed 

in black kimono s . The only color was the bri ght orange robes 

o f  the priests and my go ld brai d . The atmo s phere was s o l emn 

and tense . I was glad that I had come a l one , with no other 

Ameri c an f r iends pre s ent . Photo f l ash bulbs were popping . 

The ce remony was l engthy but a l l  s eemed to go we l l .  I could 

not change my rigid , solemn f a c i a l  expres s ion for s ome t ime 

a ft e r  the ceremony was over . As I bowed in both di recti ons 

and started down the a i s l e , the Japane se CNO emerged f rom the 

da rkened gathering and grabbed my arm , s aying , " You d i d  very 

we l l . "  As we emerged i nto the day l i ght outdoo r s , a sta f f  

captain remarked that " had I worn one o f  those orange 

bl anket s ,  he could not have d i s t ingu i s hed me from a real 

Buddhi s t  monk . " I f e l t  r e l i eved and accompanied the Ja panese 

naval o f f i cers to an inn nearby , where we had s ome warm s ake 

and snacks to re l ax . News papers carried the f u l l  ceremony 
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with pi cture s .  I could not cover a l l  the deta i l s  in 

reporting back to Admiral Nimi t z , but I had p l enty of photos 

to send him to prove "mi s s ion accomp l i shed " . 

In addit i on to the many o f f i c i a l  Japane se Government 

re cept ions that took place regu l arly , the Emperor and Empre s s  

held rece pt ions with native danc ing and ancient ma rti a l  arts 

demonstrations on the pal ace grounds , to which all foreign 

diplomats and government o f f i c i a l s  were invited . At the se 

l atter , all  gue sts were usua l l y  given g i ft s , neatly wrapped 

and bearing the Imperial  Chrysanthemum crest to take home . 

( The Crown Prince , now grown s l ight l y  e l de r l y  but a very 

pleasant man , had j u s t  been born when I wa s formerly a 

l anguage student in Tokyo . ) 

Early in 1 9 6 3 , my navy s upply l i eutenant wa s to be 

trans ferred and h i s  s ucce s sor appeared in my o f f  i ce one 

morning . I gl anced at him in di sbel i e f . I t  wa s my forme r 

chi e f  yeoman wr iter and a s s i s tant in the Per s i an Gul f ,  now 

Li eutenant Robert Eng land , wearing the l i ne o f f icer star on 

h i s  s l eeve , with two stripes . I wa s del i ghted , but how could 

he handle f i s c a l  matters and act a s  payma s te r , I wondered . 

He told me that he had been trans ferred to Washington , where 

he searched through the records and f inal ly d i s covered that I 

wa s i n  Tokyo . " Where you go I want to go , Capta i n . I 

reque sted any a s s ignment in the Nava l Attache ' s  Of f i ce i n  

Tokyo , "  he said . There w a s  nothing ava i l ab l e  in the 
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immedi ate f uture except the supply o f f icer ' s  j ob ,  but Engl and 

convinced h i s  s uperiors ,  that he could handle that and had 

done s o  previ ou s l y  in the Pers i an Gul f .  An exception wa s 

mad e ,  and he was given a b r i e f  r e f resher cour se before being 

ordered to Tokyo . Engl and was an a l l -around man and could 

hand le any a s s ignment a s  capably a s  any o f f i cer with a 

col l ege degree , which l atter he did not have . I wa s happy to 

have him in an o f f icer ' s  uni form thi s  time , even though a 

' 'mustang " ,  which only meant that he could not be promoted to 

the highest ranks . 

In 1 9 6 3  I had a v i s i t  f rom the Di rector o f  the Port 

Author ity in San Franc i s c o . He was interested in setting up 

a repre sentative o f f  ice in Japan to promote commerce and 

shipping to and from the Far Ea s t . He came to Japan to 

investigate pro s pects and current conditions . I answered h i s  

many que s t ions and s ugge sted where and whom h e  might v i s i t  to 

further his knowl edge . Upon h i s  return to the U . S . , he wrote 

me a lengthy l etter a s king more questions , s ome about costs 

and whether or not I would cons i de r  taking the j ob mysel f in 

Tokyo . I had no intention o f  r e s i gning , e s pec i a l l y  s ince I 

had one more chance o f  be i ng sel ected for promotion before 

being retired the fol l owing year . I sent him a detai l ed 

e s t imated annua l budget , to estab l i sh a representative in 

Tokyo . Soon , I began receiving simi l ar v i s it s  and queries  

f rom s uch c i t i e s  a s  Seattl e , Lo s Ange l e s , Bos ton , New York 

City , and Bal t imore . They were a l l  enthus i a s t i c  at f i r st , 
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but none o f  them could obta in l egi s l ative approval o f  s uch a 

l a rge budget out lay . Nothing ever mate r i a l i zed in any o f  

the se contact s . 

I had never v i s ited the l arge naval base in Sasebo , at 

the extreme s outhwe st corner of Japan , becaus e  it wa s o f f  

l imits before the war . An old f riend and fel l ow l anguage 

o f f i cer , Captain Ike Wi l s on , wa s now stat ioned there a s  

Senior U . S .  Navy Representative . I had not s e en Ike s ince 

before the wa r ,  s o  I made the t r i p  to l ook over the base . 

Capt a in Wi l s on had been evacuated f rom Japan a f ew month s 

before the Pear l  Harbor attack , and wa s sent to sea 

immediately i n  the destroyer U S S  POLK i n  As iatic water s . He , 

l i ke the re st o f  us , needed sea duty de s pe rate ly . POLK wa s 

s unk in Indones ian waters s ho rt l y  a fter Pearl Harbor , and 

Capta in ( then Lieutenant ) Wi l son was res cued by the Japane se 

and taken pri s oner f or the duration of the war . He acted a s  

inter preter a t  one o f  the pri s oner o f  war camp s . Fol l owing 

the war , he was released and returned to the U . S .  where he was 

hospita l i z ed for sever a l  yea r s . Throughout the rest of h i s  

l i f e ,  h e  rema ined bitter over the f act that h i s  extens ive 

training could not have been u s ed against the enemy dur i ng 

the hosti l it i e s . He and Capt a in Taylor , back i n  ONI at this  

t ime , had l ived together in the s ame hou s e  in Tokyo for 

nearly three year s . What confounded me was the fact that 

Ca pta in Wi l s on wa s a l ready pres ent in Japan and could have 

conveni ent ly r e l i eved my predec e s s or Captain Broml ey as naval 
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attache . He was a l ready wel l - experienced and would have been 

an e f fective nava l attache i n  Tokyo . 

Fac ing reti rement within a few months ,  my wi f e  talked me 

into applying for a graduate degree in Ea st As i a  Stud i e s  a t  

Harvard . ( Sh� wou l d  apply to Brown Univer s i ty for a degree 

hers e l f ,  in teaching . )  In thi s  way I would obta in o f f i c i a l  

col lege recognition f o r  things I a l ready knew . I was never 

enthu sed over a degree for the s ake of " recogniti on" . In my 

own mind , I knew what I knew , and that was enough 

s at i s f action f or me . Harvard s ent me forms to f i l l  out and 

to make my s e l ection of cour s e s , informing me that I could 

not apply for a PhD at th i s  time , but could attend as a 

graduate s tudent seeking a ma ster ' s  degree . I needed 

recommendation s  from several peopl e .  Ambas s ador Re i schauer 

had been one o f  two Harva rd pr ofe s s or s , who had origina l ly 

set up the Ori enta l Stud i e s  Program in the l ate 1 9 3 0 s . The 

other was Pro f e s sor John Fa i rbanks , who was s t i l l  there a s  

head of the East As i a  Stud i e s  Department , occupying one o f  

the newer bui l dings o n  campu s ,  known a s  The Ha rvard-Yenching 

Institute . Amba s s ador Rei s chauer provided me with a 

" gl owing" letter o f  recommendation , s aying that wa s rea l l y  

a l l  that was nece s sary , over h i s  s i gnature , to gai n  

admi s s io n .  I a l so reques ted a recommendation f rom my 

Japane se friend and former head i nstructor o f  Japane se for 

Ameri c an Language Of f icers before the war .  The l atter l e tter 

o f  r e commendation , in beaut i fu l  Eng l i s h ,  went s o  far a s  to 
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l i s t  pra i s e s  that I d i dn ' t  think I deserved . He furthe r 

s tated that I had a l l  the qua l i f i cations o f  a PhD i n  Or iental 

Studies  and the Japane se Language , but that the U . S . 

Government had re fused such o f f icial  recognition because a l l  

the i r  students had been U . S .  Government emp l oyee s and 

theref ore such personal recognition would be imprope r . 

I wa s nearing complet ion o f  my tour and f ac ing 

retirement . I had rea s on to be l ieve that Wa shington was 

having d i f f i cu l ty in l ocating and training a s ucce s s or . I 

wrote Capt a in ( now Rea r  Admi r a l ) Ru fus Tayl or , Head of ONI , 

that I woul d  be happy to stay on in Tokyo a s  l ong a s  

nece s s ary , t o  al l ow them t ime to t r a i n  a rel ief  for me , but 

wa s told that thi s  was impo s s ib l e . Thi s ,  too , was not true , 

because I knew of doz ens o f  capta ins in s imi l a r  po s it i ons who 

were retained past the i r  reti rement dates , inc l uding several 

at NWC in Newport . 

At a br i e f  ceremony held in my o f f  ice , the Chi e f  o f  the 

Japane se Navy Sel f -De fense Forces pres ented me with the 

Japanese Order of the Sa cred Treas ure in the name of the 

Emperor . Thi s was j us t  a few days before my pl anned 

departure and a plea s ant s urpr i se to me . Apparently the 

Japane se sti l l  l i ked me . 

My succes sor arr ived in mid- June 1 9 6 4 . He seemed 

p l e a s ant enough , however a very quiet per s on . I turned over 
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my re s pons ibi l it ies , and f l ew ove r to Third Naval Di strict 

Headquarter s  in New York Ci ty for reti rement proces s ing . The 

Commandant of the Distr i c t , Rear Admiral Red f i e l d  Ma s on , wa s 

a former Japane se l anguage student and a l ongtime f r i end . He 

had ant i c ipated my a rrival and had p lanned a few days 

vacat i on , turning over his home intact to me and my f ami l y , 

whi l e  I wa s undergoing reti rement proc e s s ing i n  h i s  

Headquarters  bui l d ing . Because my e a r l i er s ymptoms o f  

numbne s s  and d i z z ine s s  had not completely d i s appeared , I 

demanded a complete phys i c a l  examination for the record 

before s i gning reti rement papers . Aga i n , I wa s f ound 

" completely f i t  for any duty . " I was to be d i s charged on 1 

July 1 9 6 4 , the s ame day that s ummer s chool convened at 

Harvard , whi ch I pl anned to attend . My reti rement papers 

were ready , but I had to wait in New York for the o f f i ci a l  

date to arr ive . 

My tenants in Newport had j u s t  de parted f rom my hou s e  

for a new a s s ignment , and everyth ing wa s i n  readine s s  for my 

f ami l y  to move in . We arrived by car f rom New York , and 

a fter getting them sett l ed I took o f f  for Cambridge , 

Ma s s achusett s , two days l ate for the start o f  summer school . 

Upon a rrival at Harva rd , the regi strar 1 s  o f f ice had me 

s cheduled for the var i ous Japane se c l a s s e s  I had reque sted . 

On the matter of l anguage , they had changed my reques t  for 

the beginner 1 s  course to the advanced c l a s s . Fortunately the 
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Regi strar had made the change , for I found the advanced 

course in the l anguage not too demanding and far behind what 

I had exper ienced in earl ier days . Harvard graduate 

l ingui sts were barely up to the level of Japane se h igh s chool 

students . There was a bsolutely no Japane se conversation 

conducted in the c l a s s room .  In thi s  " advanced course " ,  the 

students learned by reading and tran s l ating from sma l l  

pamphlets containing excerpt s  from stor i e s  o f  birds and bees 

and f lower s in paradi s e  - nothing that cou l d  be o f  much use 

in real l i f e . I had learned to read Japane se f rom a ctual 

storybooks used in the grade s choo l s  by Japane se s tudent s , a s  

wel l  a s  current news papers and mag a z ine s . Students at 

Harvard were required to l earn the characters in the text and 

the Engl i s h  tran s l at i on . 

I enj oyed the Harvard cour s e  because I learned new 

" art fu l "  words I had neve r run i nto before , even in Japane se 

news paper s  and magaz ines . The Japanese and Chinese h i story 

courses were inte resting , because they were condu cted by 

Oriental v i s i ting pro fe s s or s  from the we st coast of the 

U . S . A .  The i r  particular interpretation o f  hi story was not 

always in conformity with my own idea s . On f inal exams , I 

meticulously put down exactly what the ins tructor had said in 

the c l a s s room . I wa s s ti l l  groping a round in a new 

env i ronment , trying to f ind out how to s ucceed i n  a civil i an 

wor l d , to wh i ch I was una ccustomed . 
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I receive d  a l l  top grades for the summer s e s s ion . I was 

cal l ed into an " advi s o r ' s " o f f ice and wa s informed that I had 

comp l eted a l l  requirements for my ma ster ' s  degree i n  East 

As i an Studies  during thi s  s ummer ' s  s e s s i on .  Thi s  wa s a 

surpr i s e , s ince I had a s s umed that a ma ster ' s  degree would be 

d i f f icult and time -consumi ng . I merely wanted to get a 

l ittle head start in summer s chool . My adv i s o r  now told me 

that I was free to take any courses o f f ered throughout 

Harvard , even unrel ated to East As i a , but I would have to 

rema in in r e s i dence for the ful l year and s ubmit a the s i s . 

We qu ickly drew up a program for the f a l l semester . I 

de cided to retain the l anguage instruction i t s e l f , a Japane se 

" re search '' cours e ,  and all  the rest were to be Ch inese 

anci ent hi story , of  whi ch I knew not too much . 

I had entered Harvard u s ing my entit l ement to the G . I .  

B i l l  for ten years . Suddenly the G . I .  Bi l l  ran out . I 

a s s umed that Congre s s  would renew i t  momenta r i l y  and 

retroactivel y . Thi s was not to be . By s pring of 1 9 6 5 , the 

G . I .  Bi l l  was reinstated by Congre s s , howeve r , not 

retroactive l y . The G . I .  Bi l l  d i d  not cover a l l  cos t s ; 

however , the f ew hundred do l l ar s  coming i n  wa s most 

appreci at ive . I was near graduation when the G . I .  Bi l l  was 

eventual l y  reinstated . 

I had earl ier v i s ited the head o f  the depa rtment and 

inquired as to what procedure wa s requi red for one to be 
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enrol l ed for the PhD cour s e . He was the most vague per son I 

have ever conversed with .  H e  f i na l ly told me that one didn ' t  

j us t  up and enro l l  at " Harvard 11 • " One mus t  be i nvited . 11 He 

advi sed me to j u s t  s t i ck a round and perhaps s ometime s omeone 

would " i nvite me as a PhD candidate . "  Th i s  was too much ! I 

j us t  couldn ' t  take i t . I had to get a j ob to support my 

f ami l y .  I couldn ' t  sta l l  for the who le year a t  Harvard , then 

another two years residence to receive a PhD , in wh ich I 

cou l dn ' t  be sure I ' d even be 11 i nvited 11 • I dec ided that I 

would l e ave after one year and f ind a j ob .  Graduate 

education was utterly u s e l e s s ,  a s  f ar a s  I was concerned . 

I inquired o f  the other non-mil i tary s tudents a s  to how 

they were supporting thems e lves . They a l l  had Federal 

grant s . What would they do i f  Federal tui tion were cut o f f ?  

They would just have t o  qui t  s choo l . They were a l s o  

receiving Harvard tui t i on s upplements a s  worthy s tudent s . I 

was the only East As i an · graduate student mat r i cul ating under 

the G . I .  Bi l l , now extinct . 

I f ound the course i t s e l f  a breez e ,  a ft e r  having had my 

only previous col l ege experience at the Naval Academy . There 

were no da i l y  qui z ze s  with marks a s s igned as at USNA . My 

Ch ine s e  h i s tory prof e s sor l e ctured constantl y  i n  c l a s s . We 

were a s s igned books to read , but s ti l l  no qu i z ze s  on the s e . 

The f inal exam was ba s ed ent i rely on the instructor ' s  

repeated remarks i n  c l a s s , which had no s embl ance to the 
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required reading . I rece ived top ma rk s , and a s s umed that the 

pro f e s sor could not read Engl i s h  wel l , no better than he 

could s peak Eng l i s h  in the c l a s s room .  I had a good profes sor 

in the Japane se research cour s e , whi ch wa s not too popul a r  

among graduate s tudent s . Thi s part i cu l ar pro f e s s or wa s the 

s on of an Amer i can mi s s ionary to Japan before the war . He 

had been a G . I .  marine for a few yea r s  in the South Pac i f ic . 

He knew me only a s  " Mr .  s o -and-s o " . He had been d i s charged 

f rom the marines a fter the war , attended Harvard under the 

G . I .  Bi l l , and rema ined on the s ta f f  as an instructor . He 

had le arned Ja panese " ch i l d  talk"  as a lad , and had U . S .  

training in the Japane se l anguage before j oining the mar i nes 

i n  the South Paci f ic .  Now he was mos t  intere sted in Japane se 

encyc l oped i a  and Books o f  Knowl edge , al though h i s  s poken 

Japanese was poor . He had u s  meet for c l a s s  in the l i br ary 

to examine var ious Japane se " Books o f  Knowl edge " ,  o f  which 

there were many . He wou l d  a s s ign each o f  u s  s o  many pages to 

tran s l ate and reach concl u s i on s  on , to be turned in each 

Fri day in typewr itten f orm , wh i ch he c o l l e cted met i cu l ou s l y  

but never returned . I l ater d i s covered that he wa s 

pub l i s hing h i s  own book concerning the contents o f  the 

Japane s e  encycl oped i a . It was the one intere st ing c l as s ,  

however , and I en j oyed it . I took another cont inuation o f  

h i s  research c l a s s  the second s emes te r . 

C l a s s e s  i n  any subj ect were held only two , or at mos t , 

three t imes a week . No recitation wa s cal led for on the part 
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of the student s . I could not determine how grades could be 

a s s igned , exce pt bas ing them entirely on the f inal wr itten 

examination . Neverthe l es s , I studied constant ly unt i l  

midnight and tumb l ed into bed in my one room , rented i n  the 

town nearby . I di s covered the a rchives underneath the 

Yenching Institute bui lding , and had ample s pare time between 

c l a s ses to inve st i gate . Thi s  was a l arge room f i l led with 

stacks of  books and documents , evacuated from Ch ina and Japan 

f o l l owing WWI I . The re were study cubic l e s  a l ong the whol e  

length of the wa l l ; however , I s e ldom saw another person 

within the whol e  area . I started examining the stacks f rom 

beginning to end , and f ound them to be f a s c inating on every 

phase of hi story , part i cu l a r l y  Ch ina . I s canned the Eng l i s h  

texts of  a l l  the se Chinese book s . I spent a l l  o f  my s pare 

dayl i ght hours in the se stacks f o r  s ome s ix month s .  I 

d i s covered a series  of  Japane se l edge r s , s ubmitted 

handwritten in Japane se , by the governor gene r a l  of Ta iwan to 

the Imperial  Government of Japan , reporting annua l ly on 

progr e s s  of s chool ing within thi s  dependency s ince its  

capture in 1 8 9 6 . Nothing was ever known o f  any development 

under Japane se rule within any territory of the We s tern 

Paci f i c . Thi s s u b j ect was approved for my the s i s  topi c , and 

I proceeded to trans l ate and record the annua l number of new 

s choo l s  constructed , and the a ctual number of new student s  

enrol led , both nat ive and aborigines f rom the mounta inous 

areas o f  Taiwan . I provided charts with the actua l f i gure s , 

and arrived at conc l u s i on s  wh ich were only logica l , based on 
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the f a cts d i s c losed . The Japanese had done a s uperb job , 

where l i tt l e  or no educa t i on had existed in ear l i e r  days . 

Education wa s now mandatory for a l l  res idents under s i xteen 

years of age - the s ame as i n  the Japane se home i s l ands . 

After graduation f rom grade s chool , the Ta iwan re s i dent would 

be e l i gible to attend col l ege in Japan i t s e l f .  Every the s i s  

a t  Harvard was critiqued a round a table with eight t o  ten 

other graduate s tudents seeking the i r  degrees . I knew none 

of the s tudent s in my group , and a s s umed they were a l l  taking 

the Chinese course and di scus s ing the i r  PhD thes i s . Mo st o f  

them chose a s hort s ub j ect , s uch a s  a couple l ines o f  

non- rhythmical Ch ine se poetry , wh ich they wou l d  tran s l ate and 

to which they would attach their own Engl i s h  i nterpretat ion . 

The in s tructor at the table never entered into the 

d i s cu s s ion . A f ew s tudents woul d  make comments as each 

the s i s  was d i s c u s s ed ; however , there was never any criti c i sm 

expre s s ed and I had no i ntention o f  doing s o . Each student 

was given cop i e s  of the other the s e s  to l ook over in advance 

of the actual critique . When my turn came , I thought " th i s  

wi l l  b e  a breez e . " I gave a very brief  summary and 

conc l u s i on , thinking thi s  wa s the end of i t . Immed i ate l y , 

one young graduate s tudent j umped to h i s  feet , yammering , 

" How can anyone have time to read a l l  th i s ?  And what good i s  

i t  t o  anyone , anyway? You don ' t  need to of fer your own 

opinions ; that i s  up to the reader to concl ude , whether i t  

was a good national po l i cy or not . " I wa s shocked and d i dn ' t  

o f f e r  a s i ngle word in reply . Two other student s s tated that 
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they could unde rstand the po int the critici z e r  was try i ng to 

make . Fo l l owing the meeting the head instructor s a i d  he 

wanted to see me in h i s  o f f i ce . He told me not to take the 

c r i t i c i sm aga inst my paper seriou s l y  and that the aim of the 

univers ity wa s to develop original thinking and que s t ioning 

among graduate s tudent s . ( Harva rd had rea l l y  devel oped 

s omething here ! ) Then the instructor went on to s ay ,  " You 

have deve l oped a valuable paper and we have need for th i s  

s o rt o f  mater ia l , o f  whi ch w e  have l ittle other informat i on 

to date . None o f  those s tudents grade your paper , I do ! "  

( End o f  exper ience . )  

Whi l e  at Harvard , I s aw an ad for po s i t i ons ava i l able at 

the Nat ional Securi ty Agency in Wa shington . I app l i ed and 

was ordered to take a written examination at the Federal 

Bui lding in Bos ton . Soon I rece ived a report that I pa s s ed 

and that I should return to Bo ston f or a security check o f  

f i ngerprints and l ie detector testing . Not being a bel iever 

i n  the l i e  detector apparatus , I purposely a l l owed my mind to 

wander to d i s tant places a s  I answered ques tions about my 

mothe r ,  who had been dead for f i fteen years and other trivia . 

I f a i l ed the l ie detector te s t  " because of no common patte rn " 

and had to return to Boston . This t ime I a l s o  had to take 

add i t i onal f i ngerpr ints , because the earl ie r  ones were 

unc l e a r . 

As a member o f  the s tudent body at Harvard , I could 
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" audi t '' a s  many c l a s s e s  a s  I wi shed , at no cost . At the 

beginning o f  each s eme ster , I used some o f  my free time to 

s it in on the more popular cour s e s  among the undergraduate s .  

I audited one cal led Psychol ogy . A pro f e s s or wa s l e cturing 

to the c l a s s  in a l arge audi torium with 2 0 0  s tudent s . The 

f i rs t  day , he wa s reinter pret ing the story of " Sleeping 

Beauty " . He changed the meaning o f  every s entence i n  the 

original child ' s  s tory book , render ing it i nto a mature s ex 

orgy . I thought the entire demonstration d i s gusting . The 

s econd day was a s imi l ar l e cture , and I got up f rom my seat 

and wal ked out . Other popul a r  cour s e s  turned out to be 

strictly lecture courses , with no out s i de reading requi red . 

Thi s i s  what made them so popu l a r . I had never be f ore 

experi enced l i beral a rts educat i on , but wa s beginning to 

under stand the meani ng . 

Exami nat i on week wa s j u s t  that . Exams we re s cheduled 

for morn ing and a fternoon each day . Sometime s I might have a 

who le day o f f  between exams . We were a l l owed a maximum o f  

three hours f o r  each exam , which had to b e  wr i tten in a 

special  pamph let with only an i dent i fying number , to prevent 

the graduate s tudent graders f rom i dent i fying the individual 

being examined by name . ( I  cou l d  env i s ion numerous ways i n  

which s uch a s ecur ity system could b e  c i r cumvented ,  but that 

d i dn ' t  seem important . )  The re were usua l l y multiple choice 

questions to d i s cu s s , and I s aw no reason for any student to 

f ai l . In addition , I s potted a section o f  the Widner Library 
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on campus , where a l l  the f inal exams in every subj ect for the 

past ten years were avai lable . S imi l a r  exam que s tion s  

appeared year a ft e r  year . At the Nava l Academy we had no 

choi ce , but were requi red to an swer each and every 

examinat i on que s t i on . 

I had received r umors that things were not going we l l  at 

my former of f i ce in Tokyo . My succe s sor wa s apparent ly not 

s howing up for duty in the morning , nor was he keeping 

prearranged engagements with h i gh Japane s e  o f f i c i a l s . Soon 

therea fter , I heard that he was forcibly returned to the U . S .  

in a s tr a i t j acket . Thi s  cou l d  mean only one thing . I was 

quite bu sy at the time and could not f o l l ow up on the 

deta i l s ; however , I f e l t  very sad but could do nothing about 

i t . 

Final examination week was over and I had nothi ng to do . 

My department head s a i d  that there was noth ing to stay a round 

f or and told me to go home . I c ou l d  f ind out no informati on 

on graduation ceremoni e s  or i f  there were to be any . I 

returned to Newpo rt to rel ax for a f ew days . 

A few days late r , I received a letter f rom Wa shington , 

recal l ing me to act ive duty , and ordering me to report to 

Nor folk , Virgini a .  

I n  Nor f o l k , I l earned that I wou l d  be attending an 

• 
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instruction course for a f ew weeks , i n  connection with my 

future a s s i gned mobi l i zat ion bi l l et . About f i fteen of my 

former c l a s smate s , a l l  reti red captains , a s sembled here f rom 

various l ocations east of the Mi s s i s s ippi . The instruction 

wa s a l l  " ol d  hat '' to a reti red captain . Mos t  of u s  had 

al ready exper ienced s imi l a r  operations whi l e  on active duty . 

We were informed that i n  case o f  war ,  i t  was pl anned that 

each of us woul d  be a s s i gned a s  Convoy Commodore somewhere in 

the wor l d ; and that each year for the next ten years , we 

woul d  be '' i nvite d "  to make a convoy run for retra ining 

purposes . Thi s wa s di sappo inting to mos t  o f  u s , inasmuch a s  

the great ma j or ity attending the c l a s s  h a d  s pe c i a l  

experience , wh i ch wou l d  be o f  greater use t o  the navy i n  the 

event of hosti l it i e s . Each year therea fter , I did receive an 

" i nvitation " f rom the Navy Department to join an exer c i s e  

convoy from S a n  Franci s co to Hawa i i .  Much a s  I would have 

l i ked a f ree t r i p  with pay , to Hawa i i , I was too busy as a 

civi l i an , and had to dec l ine year a fter year . After the ten 

year per iod , the invitations ceased and younger retirees took 

our place s . 

Upon arr iva l back in Newport f rom Norfolk , Vi rgini a ,  a 

l etter was received f rom Senator Cla iborne Pe l l  

congratu l ating me on receiving my degree from Harvard . Thi s 

was the f i r s t  knowl edge I had o f  having passed . I wa s 

impre s sed by the Senator ' s  interes t , and sat down at once to 

wr ite him a thank yQu l ette r . I had never heard o f  Senator 
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Pel l be fore and a s s umed he wa s new , having s ucceeded our 

f orme r , wel l -known Senator Pa s tore . Later a f r iend kindly 

informed me that Senator Pe l l  probably never saw nor s igned 

that l etter , but that it had been s ent f rom h i s  we l l - s t a f f ed 

o f f i ce with a s tamped s i gnature i n  a f ranked envel ope . I 

couldn 1 t  bel ieve thi s , and went back to l ook at the s i gnature 

on my letter f rom him . Sure enough , it was made with a hand 

stamp . I was depre s s ed . Soon therea fter I received my 

o f f i c i a l  diploma f rom Harvard in the ma i l .  

I began a concentrated search for a j ob .  I answered 

hundreds of ads in the 11 New York Sunday Times " and inquired 

o f  numerous bu s ine s s  executive s whom I had previously met 

dur ing my years abroad . There were no open ing s . Executives 

of e l ectronic f i rms on the outskirts o f  Bo ston , whom I had 

met previou s l y ,  expre s s ed an intere st and invited me to vi s i t  

the i r  o f f i ces . On one o f  thes e  v i s i t s , I s topped by Harvard 

to c a l l  on s ome o f  my forme r acquaintance s . The a s s i s tant 

head of the East As i a  Studies  Department pas sed me in the 

Yenching Institute and sta rted a conversat i on . Why wa s n 1 t  I 

coming back for my PhD degree ? I had to l augh , " I  wa s never 

invited . "  He repl ied , 11 I 1 m inviting you now . We want you . 

You have a tremendou s  storehouse o f  know l edge on China . "  I 

told him that I learned i t  a l l  f rom reading the stacks in the 

archive s ,  right under h i s  feet at the moment , and that at the 

pres ent t ime I was l ooking for employment , nothing e l s e . H i s  

11 i nvitati on 11 to s pend another two years to obtain a PhD 
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degree wa s j u s t  too l ate . 

I ran acro s s  Commodore Bates o f  the NWC and renewe d our 

old friendsh i p . The Commodore had c l o s e  connections with the 

We l l s  Fargo Bank in San Fr anc i s co , wh ich had cons iderable 

bus ine s s  i n  the Far Ea s t .  The Commodore would write t o  the 

Cha i rman and te l l  him to hire me . 

I n  the meantime , NSA informed me that they were having 

d i f f i cu lty in cl earing me for the pos i t i on they had l ined up 

for me . They coul d  not obta in a background check , because o f  

m y  extens ive f oreign duty , which was impo s s ible to ver i f y  by 

the C I A .  I was ordered to report to the local Newport Po l i ce 

Department for add i t i onal f ingerprint s , then come to 

Was hington for an interview and brief ing . I immed iately 

tel ephoned Admi ral Taylor i n  ONI , te l l ing him that all the 

red tape with NSA wa s caus ing me to l o s e  my patience . Taylor 

s a id to r e l ax and he wou l d  c l e a r  everything with a tel ephone 

ca l l  to CIA and othe r s , wh ich he did without f urther to-do . 

I went to the Newport Po l ice for f i ngerprints and the 

pol i ceman s a i d , " your hands are too rough to s how any 

f ingerprints . "  I repl ied , " O f  course , I have been doing a 

lot of cement wo rk with my hand s , bui l ding a stone wa l l  on my 

property . "  I went to Wa shi ngton for the interview . NSA 

wanted me to come to work immediate l y , s ince they were in 

great need of trans l ators , and I had proven abi l ity according 

to the earl ier wr i tten exam they had given me . Their o f f e r  

2 3 9  



was good ; howeve r ,  they didn ' t  rea l i ze that I woul d  have to 

forfeit hal f of my reti red pay by taking a civi l service 

posit ion . ( Th i s  i s  a s trange l aw ,  inasmuch a s  it a ppl ies 

only to retired regu lar o f f icer s . Former reserve o f f i cers 

and enli sted men are exempt f rom any such loss o f  ret i red 

pay , when they take another f ede ra l positi on . European and 

Scandinavian countr i e s , on the other hand , r e serve civi l 

servi ce pos ition s  e s pec i a l l y  for retirees o f  the s ervi ce s , so 

that they may take advantage o f  the pr ior training and 

exper ience of such retirees . )  

I met my superv i s or-to-be who was o f  Oriental descent ; 

howeve r ,  I coul d  not be sure o f  h i s  capab i l ity f rom l i s tening 

to h i s  broken Engl i s h .  I could imagine my being given a 

trans l ator ' s  de s k ,  with no important duti e s  otherwi se . The 

NSA o f f i c i a l  o f fered me two additional steps in the c i v i l  

service rating , and s a i d  that wa s the absolute highest grade 

they could give to a new empl oyee . ( Some of my civi l ian 

s ubord inates i n  Wash ington twenty years earlier had held 

hi gher c iv i l  s ervice ratings than I had been o f f ered . ) I 

s a i d  I woul d  have to cons ide r ,  and inform them l ater . The 

supervi sor repl ied that they would be waiting for me anytime 

I dec ided to j o in them . 

To keep bus y ,  I thought that I would try some adu l t  

educat ion c l a s s e s  at night , particularly " coun s e l i ng " , to 

l earn what thi s  new f i e l d  was a l l  about . The se c l a s s e s  we re 
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hel d in Rogers H i gh School and o f f e red by the Unive r s i ty of 

Rhode I s l and . The in structor was the a s s i stant principal at 

one of the local Rhode I s l and high s chool s .  On the f ir s t  

evening , he a s ked for a s how o f  hands a s  to who wi shed to 

take weekly qui z ze s  f o r  grade s , and who pref erred a standard 

f inal grade o f  " B "  with no exams . I wa s one of two member s 

of  the c l a s s  who voted in f avor of te sts  and an " hone s t "  

grade . I was i n  the minor i ty , s o  the whole c l a s s  wa s graded 

" B " , with no one learning anything . I wa s d i sgusted � 

I made trips to Bo ston , New Jer s e y , and Texas for 

interviews wi th companies , who were s t i l l  in the pl anning 

s tage for expans ion in the Or ient . A letter f rom the 

Cha i rman of We l l s  Fargo interested me , and they pa id for me 

to f l y  out for an interview . The i r  repre s entative in Tokyo , 

whom I knew we l l , had s u f fered a heart attack and wa s 

thinking about retir ing . I wou l d  be a logical per s on to take 

ove r . I t  wou l d  be al l right for me to return to Newport for 

about a month to close out a f f a i r s  be fore taking up the 

pos it i on in Tokyo . Back in Newport s eve ral weeks l ater , I 

received a ca l l  f rom Wel l s  Fargo , tel l ing me that thei r  man 

in the Orient had j u s t  suf f ered another more seve re heart 

attack , and had pas sed away . I was to come a s  soon as 

pos s ible . I promi sed to be there no l ater than 1 January 

1 9 6 6 .  I wa s p l anning to drive across  country . Jus t  a s  I wa s 

l e aving Newport , the Chai rman o f  We l l s  Fargo who had actual ly 

hired me , s u f fered a heart attack hims e l f  and died . I 
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reported in San Franc i s co two days before New Yea r s  day . 

The Cha i rman who had hi red me , had a l s o  been pe rsona l l y  

in charge of the International Sect i on , which cons i sted 

mos t l y  o f  Japane se and Hong Kong account s . The bank had 

temporarily appo inted the i r  pre s ident as acting cha i rman . In 

the International Department , they had h ired an executive 

from the Cha se Manhattan Bank i n  New York . I could sense the 

turmoi l a s  early a s  my f i r st week . The rumor wa s that the 

new Head of the Inte rnati onal Section had no intere s t  in Far 

Ea stern operati ons , and wa s s h i f t i ng a l l  the bank ' s  bu s i ne s s  

toward Braz i l .  I wa s to tra i n  at the Headquarters O f f ice for 

a six month period , before a move wou l d  be made to replace 

the decea s ed repres entative in the Far East . I l e arned a l l  

there was to b e  known f rom the operators i n  the l ocal 

International Of f ice within two weeks and , on my own , I took 

an International Banking course at the local c o l l ege in the 

evenings . Soon I was a s s i gned a s  a trainee in a l ocal b ranch 

o f f i ce ,  to l earn everything I could about running a branch 

o f f  i ce , maki ng loans and even t aking over s impl e  te l le r  

dut ie s . I was beginning to become sus pic ious . I could see 

no reason f or the delay . I knew the deceased former 

representative in Tokyo and h i s  general operation s . Loca l  

branch bank training , s uch a s  I w a s  engaged i n  at the moment , 

would not even be perm itted by a foreign bank within Japan . 

So , why was I being given thi s  training? A f ew months pa s sed 

when my suspicion s  were conf i rmed by a c a l l  f rom the v ice 
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pre s i dent to come to h i s  o f f ice , where I found s everal other 

department heads wa iting . They a l l  a ppeared overly nervous , 

which in i t s e l f  made me s l ight ly nervous myse l f .  The s enior 

V . P .  s ta rted off s l owl y ,  mentioning that unf ortunately the 

pos i t i on in the Far Ea s t  did not mate ri a l i ze , s ince the 

l eading Japane s e  a s s i stant to the deceased We l l s  Fargo 

Repre sentat ive had taken over and was carrying on 

e f fective l y . Instead , they of fered me a pos i tion in one o f  

thei r branch banks down o n  the Peninsul a .  I repl i ed , " No , 

thank you . I came out here to be a s s igned a s peci f ic 

pos i t i on in the Far Ea s t , not a common bank te l l e r  i n  

Cal i fo rni a .  I wi l l  j us t  quietly l e ave . "  They expre s s ed 

thei r continued f r iendship and thei r  regrets that I would not 

be incl ined to accept a job l oca l l y .  I could not under stand 

the i r  nervousne s s ,  unl e s s  they had f e ar s  that I would s ue 

them for " breach o f  contrac t " . In fact , I didn ' t  know at the 

t ime that was the usual procedure in Ca l i f ornia in a case  o f  

thi s  s ort . The d i re ctor of the International Div i s ion wa s 

s e ldom s een and noticeably , did not attend thi s  mee ting . 

I wa s s o  utte r l y  uninformed on l abor practi ces , that I 

didn ' t  know that I was entitled to unemployment compensation 

f rom here on . 

I depa rted and immed iately tel ephoned NSA .  They s t i l l  

wanted me . I told them that I would report in a bout a week 

hence . A l etter a rr ived the s ame day f rom an old f r iend , 
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B i l l  Cox , a reti red capta in , who wa s the budget d i rector f or 

One ida County in New York State . The letter was s ent to 

Newport and f orwarded to me in San Franci s co s aying he was 

sorry that I had taken a banking job as he had a f ine 

po s i t ion loca l l y ,  which he wa s trying desperately to f i l l , a s  

Director o f  Pl anning a t  Hami l ton Co l l ege and that I would be 

ide a l  for the pos i t i on . I tel ephoned him immediately and 

told him that I wa s no l onger emp l oyed , but was enroute 

acro s s  the country to take a j ob with NSA in Wa shington . He 

i n s i sted that I stop by Ut i ca , New York , overni ght to vi s it 

and merely see for mys e l f .  He was s o  i n s i s tent that I had to 

agree , but only a b r i e f  stop enroute . I did , and f r iend Bi l l  

Cox u s hered me r i ght down t o  meet the '' bra s s " o f  the Hami lton 

Col lege . The Pre s i dent of Hami l ton had j u s t  died . A young 

Harvard graduate of f i fteen years , Richard Cooper ,  was acting 

pre s i dent . ( He wa s to become frustrated in h i s  amb i t i ons to 

be come pre s i dent , but he l a cked the e s sent i a l  requirements of 

having a PhD degree and being a Mini ster o f  the Go s pe l . )  The 

who le s t a f f  greeted me with open a rms , and " p l eaded" with me 

to stay . The pay was the s ame a s  at We l l s Fa rgo and o f  

cour s e , greater than NSA .  I was not i ncl ined for a l i f e  on 

campus in a rich boy ' s  co l l ege env ironment . I had to think 

i t  ove r , before I took o f f  f or Wa shington the f o l l owing 

morning . I returned next morning to say goodbye to the 

acting Pre s i dent . He p leaded with me to stay , but I hedged 

and of fered excu s e s  why I could not . I a sked to see a 

wri tten contract for what he wa s o f fer ing . He grabbed to 
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s hake my hand , s aying that they were a l l  common folk up 

there , and the handshake was even more s incere than a wri tten 

contra ct . Jus t  then the elderly man that I wa s to rel ieve 

wa l ked i n .  He wanted t o  take me on a drive t o  see the 

campus , the new construction that he had s upervi sed , the 

recreat i on f a c i l it ies , the private go l f  cour s e , etc . and h i s  

home nearby for a l ight l unch . I j u s t  couldn ' t  refuse 

another hour or s o . He rel ated to me a l l  the background 

inf ormation , that thi s  was a new po s i t i on and title  created 

f or me , his succes sor . He wa s i n  i l l  hea lth hims e l f and had 

been a board member for the past twenty year s . He handled 

all the pl anning work and over s aw the activities o f  the 

Superintendent of Bu i l d ings and Grounds . Now he was very 

t i red , and had a l ready made plans to take a trip a round the 

wor l d  with h i s  wi f e ;  however ,  the board of trustees wou l d  not 

let him go unl e s s  he found s omeone to take over as c ampu s  

pl anning di rector at once . I f ina l ly had to agree and 

stayed . 

I was s hown to my quarters , a completely furni s hed 

apartment over the c ampus dining ha l l .  I wou l d  take over h i s  

l arge , fabu l ou s l y  furn i s hed pl anning o f f  ice . One 

admoni shment by the acting pre s i dent , " It should never be 

made known that I had ever had mi l i tary servi ce . The t i t l e  

Ca ptain wi l l  never b e  used with my name . I sha l l  be known 

and re f erred to as s impl y  Mr . "  My o f f ice was l ocated in the 

bas ement of the newl y  bui l t  freshman dormitory . Everyth ing 
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wa s a l l  set . My f i r s t  j ob wa s to work with a civi l i an 

arch itect to de s i gn and bu i l d  a new f raternity bui lding , 

whi ch would house students pres ently l iving in three separate 

wooden structure s ,  which had been condemned a s  f ire haz ard s . 

Thi s  natura l l y  was f ine with the s tudent s s ince it would not 

co s t  them a penny . P l ans were moving a long nicely , when a 

group of student s arrived in my o f f i ce . They wanted to 

d i s cu s s  the new bu i l d ing . Every a s pect seemed to be quite 

sati s f a ctory to them unt i l  the i r  l eader asked " How about 

Tudor architecture ? "  I thought about i t  and wondered if the 

l ad could be s e r ious . He was ! I expla ined a s  best I could , 

why that type of architecture had been used in the past by 

the Engl i s h ,  when a l l  mate r i a l s  needed for cons truction were 

nearby and i t  was the cheape s t  f orm of construction . In 

modern times , however , it would be very expens ive to 

recreate . "Would we consider i t ? " he a s ked . I replied , 

" Yes , we would cons i der i t , "  knowing f u l l  we l l  that i t  was 

out of the ques tion . The next edition o f  the local C l i nton 

Dai ly News carr i ed a l arge p i cture of the Hami l ton students 

v i s i t ing my o f f ice and talking with me . The headl ines read 

" New Hami l ton Director o f  P l anning not in f avor o f  Tudor 

Style Architecture " ( f or new construction o f  f raternity 

s tructure ) .  The acting pre s i dent adv i s ed me that any s tudent 

sugges tion in the future mus t  be accepted outright from the 

beginning , then s tudied and re s earched pending a f ina l 

dec i s ion . To me , thi s  was gobbledygook . 
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Thi s was the period when g i r l s  were being admitted to 

a l l -ma le col leges and vice ver s a . The argument s , pro and 

con ,  had gone on for s evera l years at Hamilton . By the t ime 

I arrived on the s cene , the Board had a lready made a dec i s ion 

that H ami l ton would remain a strictly men ' s co l l ege ; however ,  

an ent i re l y  new " Coordinate Col le g e "  f or women would be 

e stabl i shed and bui l t  acro s s  the road from Hami lton . The new 

institution would be known as Kirkland Co l lege for g i r l s  with 

a sepa rate pre s i dent , de ans , etc . They woul d  have the i r  own 

dormi to r i e s , c l a s s rooms , and dining hal l .  Hami l ton would 

have to de f ray the i n i t i a l  building expenses . I would 

s uperv i se the pl anning , constructi on , etc . A pre s i dent , 

dean , and a few sta f f  were h i red init i a l l y .  The a rchitect 

wa s hired to s ubmit pl ans in advance for approva l . The 

Kirkland pre s i dent-to-be and a s s i stants were housed in a 

sma l l  wooden bui l ding c l ose by my o f f i ce .  Once p l ans were 

nearing comp l e t i on , s tudent groups from Hami l ton Co l lege 

roamed the h i l l s i de ,  try ing to env i s ion the new s tructures . 

One student s potted several s crub tree s ,  only about 8 to 1 2  

feet h i gh , which could never rea l l y  amount t o  anything . The 

s tudents proceeded to hara s s  the young pres ident of Kirkl and 

so that those precious l ittle trees not be de stroyed . In 

private , I d i scussed the s ituati on with the pre s i dent and 

a s sured him those scrubs were horr i b l e  l ooking and would not 

grow into suitable looking s pec imens for the campus ; howeve r , 

he dar ed not say s o  to a s tudent . We took mea surements and 

ver i f ied that the neare st structure would be at least twenty 
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yards removed . During the next vi s it f rom s tudents , he 

veri f i ed to them that the exi s t ing trees wou l d  not be harmed . 

They were not s at i s f ied , since construction equipment mi ght 

pa s s  too near and pos s ibly harm them . A high board f ence had 

to be bui l t  around the periphery of the mound , we l l  beyond to 

guarantee protect i on . The p l anned location o f  the structures 

had to be moved further f rom the center of d i s pute . 

Bul l dozers began to l evel a bit o f  the h i l l s ide prior to 

construction , leaving a pro j ection for the mound of trees 

sticking far above the rest of the campus . Sma l l  trees and 

shr ubbery were s cheduled to be p l anted a l l  around the new 

campu s  when comp leted . Seven years l ater , I happened to 

dr ive through the area and obs erved that those " preci ous " 

trees which had caused s o  much addit i onal cost and turmo i l , 

had died o f  natural cause s . The mound was sti l l  there , h igh 

above the rest o f  the c ampus ,  a s  a memor i a l , I pre s ume . 

The Superintendent o f  Bui lding s  and Ground s at Hami l ton 

ran a t i ght department and did an outstand ing j ob .  He had 

been an enl i sted man in the navy during the war , but now he 

was bos s  man and would take orders f rom no one . He knew h i s  

j o b  a n d  hi s j udgment w a s  not to b e  ques t ioned , regardl e s s  o f  

react ions o n  the part o f  student s . I wa s s upposed to be h i s  

immediate supe r ior ; however that meant noth ing . We deve l oped 

into good f riends , but I h ad no control over him . Al though 

aga inst campus rules , he i n s i sted on ca l l ing me Capt a i n  i n  

h i s  own s hop but not in the pre s ence o f  student s or facu l ty . 
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I f e l t  that Hami l ton needed a dean with some of h i s  

attributes . He soon became d i s gu sted , resigned and moved to 

Florida where he s et up his own private busines s .  

Suppo s edly , there was to be no dr inking on campus .  The 

ent i re freshman c l a s s ,  hous ed in the buil ding with my o f f ice 

i n  the basement , decorated the i r  windows with gin , whi skey 

and brandy bottl es , pre s umabl y  only to s i gn i f y  the i r  manhood . 

Over weekends ,  I wou l d  not i c e  fre shmen s itting on the i r  

windows i l l s , with the i r  l egs dang l ing over the out s i de o f  the 

bui l ding , dr inking beer . The empti e s  we re tos sed on the 

ground bel ow .  I was concerned about the i r  s a f ety and 

appealed to the deans . The deans refused to take any act i on 

or do anything whi ch might " upset " students , who se parent s or 

re l at ive s  might just be i n f l uent i a l  contr ibutors of  funds to 

the col lege . 

Faculty and sta f f , a s  we l l  a s  the i r  f ami l ies , had the 

privil ege of attending evening l e ctures by out s i de s peakers , 

a s  we l l  a s  athletic events on weekend s . The l e ctures were 

interesting and educati ona l ; however , s tudents attending were 

u s ua l l y  in the minor i ty . I enj oyed the hockey game s 

e spec ia l l y ,  s i nce I had never be fore s een thi s sport played . 

Howeve r , the " putt " s o  often f lew up into the a udience in the 

b leache r s , that I found mysel f concentrating more on warding 

o f f  a stray mi s s i le than the game i t s e l f .  
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A new member of the board o f  trustee s ,  replac ing the man 

I had rel ieved a s  pl anner and s uperv i s or of B & G ,  was the 

local  operator of a private commuter airl ine , Mohawk , who 

had been a naval avi ator in WWI I .  He was much too busy 

running his a i r l ine to have any intere s t  i n  anything on 

campus . The one and only j ob he a s s i gned to me , wa s haul ing 

s ome rock and perf ormance of carpentry work on his own 

private home , on the edge of town . Th i s  task s t umped me . I 

went to the s uperintendent o f  B & G f o r  consultations and 

received his emphat i c  reply ,  " No Way ! " Thi s  matter had come 

up previou s l y ,  the s uperintendent tol d me , and that h i s  

answer had a lways been emphat ical l y ,  " No ! " Here , I wa s 

caught in the middle . On several weekend s ,  I v i s ited my new 

trustee bos s ' s  home and tried to do what I could , pers ona l l y ,  

but l a cking the nece s s ary heavy equipment t o  accomp l i s h  the 

j ob .  The fol l owing year , the new trustee ' s  a i r l i ne began to 

f a i l  on the s tock marke t ,  cau s i ng him to commit suic ide with 

a gun . 

I read i l y  estab l i s hed fr iendships among the f aculty and 

staf f .  They were l ike one large f ami l y  and accepted me a s  

one of the i r  group . We met regu l arly a t  1 0 : 0 0 eve ry morning 

for coffee . Very l i tt l e  bus ine s s  was d i s cu s sed , merely idle 

gos s ip . 

Several months fol lowing my arriva l , I overheard a f aint 

rumor to the e f f e ct that the trustees were st i l l  hoping to 
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f ind their l ong- s ought " regi s tered " architect , who cou l d  be 

emp l oyed ful l- time on campus , but at a moderate cost . I had 

my s u s p i c ions and pl anned to be prepared thi s  t ime . The 

Federa l Government under Pre s ident John s on , had j u s t  pa s s ed 

l egi s l at ion granting large s ums o f  money to the various 

States for building new co l l ege campus buildings .  New York 

and Cali f ornia received the l a rgest grant s , based on thei r  

popu l at i on f igures . Congr e s s  d i dn ' t  know the total campus 

popu l at i on acro s s  the country , much less  the adequacy of  

ex i st i ng c l a s s rooms and other faci l iti e s . I had met the 

Director of the Fa ci l it i e s  P l anning Department in Al bany , who 

wa s in charge o f  d i s bu r s ing these funds to c o l l ege s  and 

univer s it ie s  acro s s  the stat e . I immedi ately conta cted him 

s aying that Hami l ton may not need me i n  the near future and I 

was wr iting in case he knew o f  any openings in Al bany . It 

was an opportune moment , a s  thi s  Di rector was i n  the proce s s  

o f  setting u p  the requ i red Fac i l ities  P l anning Organi zation 

and s o  far had only f ound a man to head i t , with a young 

a s s i s tant . He would wel come me and I should come over for an 

i nterview . Some days l ater , after a Boa rd o f  Directors 

meeting at Hami l ton , the acting pre s ident cal led me into h i s  

o f f i ce and rel ated that the trustee s , f o r  year s , had i n s i sted 

on h i r ing a l i censed architect on a ful l -t ime ba s i s , who 

wou l d  l ive on campus and dra ft a l l  nece s s ary architectura l 

drawings requi red , without having to rely on outs ide 

architects . Now they think that they may have found one at a 

price the col l ege can a f ford . He went on to s ay that i f  t h i s  
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s hould pos s ibly come to pa s s ,  he wou l d  take over my duti e s  as 

wel l ,  and s ugge s ted where I might f ind other employment 

through s ome of h i s  f r iend s ,  u s ing h i s  name as a reference . 

Among the s ugge stions he gave me was the Di rector o f  

Faci l it i e s  P l anning i n  Albany with whom I had consulted 

ear l i er . I repl ied that I had no concern about another j ob , 

many o f  whi ch were a l ready waiting for me , and that I s tayed 

on at Hamilton merely because I thought Hami l ton wa s s incere 

and r e a l l y  needed me desperat e l y . ( I  got my l i ck in for 

the i r  underhanded way o f  h i r ing me i n  despe ration ; however , 

i t  was a wonde r f ul experience for me and I wou l d  never regret 

i t . ) Seve ral days l ater , the acting pres ident came over to 

my o f f  ice to i n form me that the new appoi ntee had accepted 

and wou l d  arrive on campus the f o l l owing day . I turned over 

my pro j e ct s  to the new man f rom New Hampshire and wa s on my 

way to Al bany . 

A permanent pre s i dent wa s short l y  to arr ive at Hami l ton , 

who had a l l  the qua l i f i cations o f  PhD and mini ster o f  the 

Go s pel . 

The acting pre s i dent , through connections , f ound a new 

po s i t ion as Head of the N . Y . Publ ic Library on We s t  4 2nd 

Street and res igned from Hami lton . 

My succe s sor a s  Di rector for P l anning turned out to be 

not a l icensed arch i tect , in view o f  the f act that New 
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Hampshire State Law d i d  not require such s tate l i c ensing ; 

however ,  he had acquired s ome pract ice in h i s  earl ier career 

( po s s ibly a s  much a s  I had , however , I never adverti sed it ) . 

Upon arrival in Albany , New York , I f i r s t  checked in with the 

As s i s tant Commi s s ioner for P l anning who had hi red me . He 

turned me over to the " Coordinator " and a s s i s tant , whom he 

had recently h i red to head the Fa c i l i t i e s  Pl anning Of f ice , 

under whom I ' d be working . Thes e  two br ie fed me on what was 

deve l oping wi th the federal grant funds and wha t  wa s p l anned . 

I accepted thei r  of fer of s a l a ry ,  without comment . The 

As s i s tant Commi s s ioner dropped by momentari ly to inquire i f  

we had reached agreement , amount o f  s a l a ry ,  etc . To the 

coordinator ' s  reply , the a s s i s tant commi s s ioner ' s  reply was 

an immediate , " Look !  Thi s  man has a degree and that i s  more 

than e i ther of you have ! "  The Co ordinator stuttered , ra i s ing 

my start ing s a l ary by a thous and do l l a rs . " No ,  that i s  not 

enough . I t  mus t  be at l e a s t  a couple thous and " , the 

As s i stant Commi s s ioner repl ied . That wa s f i ne with me , no 

matter how much i t  was increased . I departed to f ind a place 

to l ive nearby . The next morning , I reported to start my new 

career . 

Except for the As s i stant Commi s s ioner , we were a l l  

temporary appo intees f or the three-year grant program . We 

had no civi l service r ights nor bene f i t s  program , a s  f a r  a s  

retirement wa s concerned , but we did receive additional pay 

to compen sate for the l o s s  of fringe bene f i t s . We knew where 
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we s tood , and were prepared for terminat i on a fter three 

years . Howeve r ,  at the end o f  thi s  f i r s t  three years , 

Congre s s  decided to renew the grant for another period of 

three years . 

Our o f f ices were l ocated on the 1 9 th f l oor o f  a new 

privately owned o f f ice bui lding , d i rectly acro s s  the s treet 

f rom the State Of f i ce Bu i l ding on downtown Wa shington Street . 

We had more than amp l e  s pace ; however , more emp l oyees were 

s t i l l  to be f ound and hi red . The Coordinator , who wou l d  be 

my immediate superior , had j u s t  arr ived from Vermont , where 

he had been pre s i dent o f  a s tate col lege for the previous 

fourteen year s . He had been a ma j or i n  the Army Ai r Force 

during WWI I ; now , however ,  the Ve rmont l eg i s l ature had 

s uddenly shi fted governing parti e s  and he was d i smi s sed . 

Certa inl y ,  i t  would seem that he had the attributes and 

experience to a s s ume the pos it ion as head of t h i s  new 

program . He was a d i s tingu i s hed- l ooking man wi th a b l ack 

mus tache , quiet s poken , and d i gn i f ied . 

After settl ing down to of f i ce routi ne , reading up on 

state regul at ions and contemplating our future work , I soon 

rea l i ze d  that our Coordinator had no ideas o f  h i s  own , nor 

could he make a dec i s ion on anything s ugge sted by a 

subordinate . The l e ad had to be taken by the As s i stant 

Commi s s ioner , who consulted with f r i ends in the f ew other 

states who had s imi l ar res pons i b i l i t i e s , and had a l ready done 
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s ome work on i nventorying the i r  own col lege s . 

First , we had to dev i s e  a computer program . The 

As s i s tant Commi s s ioner was the only person in my o f f  ice who 

knew the bas i c s  of c omputers . He wa s able to obtain the 

s ervi ce s  of the R . P . I .  Director of Computer Programming on a 

consultat ion ba s i s , who in turn provided one o f  h i s  graduate 

students to work with us on a da i l y  bas i s . I went out and 

took an adu l t  educat i on course at night in Computer 

Programming o f fered by Rus s e l l  Sage Co l l ege . Wi thin a few 

months I could speak the s ame l anguage with the se computer 

special i s t s . Now , we could deve l op the program together . We 

had to develop a manual of terms to d i stribute to a l l  

col leges and univer s it i e s  i n  the state o f  New York , and t o  

instruct them i n  taking mea s urements of a l l  thei r  phy s i cal 

f ac i l i t i e s  on c ampus and abbrevi at i ons to u s e  in cod ing s ame , 

for entry into the computer at R . P . I .  Next , we d ivided the 

State into f i fteen s eparate areas , containing a dozen 

individual institut ions within min imum commuting d i s tance . 

Each institution was requi red to appo i nt an o f f ic i a l  

repres entative and one central ly l ocated would act a s  " ho s t "  

for regional workshops t o  b e  he l d . As the computer program 

progre s sed , regional meet ings were held throughout the state . 

The Coordinator did not care to part i c ipate , and the burden 

was pas s ed to me to conduct the se s e s s ions . The As s i s tant 

Commi s s ioner himsel f did attend one round-table meeting a s  an 

observer and decided that f rom here on , I shoul d  a s s ume 
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res pons i b i l ity for the entire program a s  far a s  instructing 

the nearly 3 0 0  private and publ i c  institut ions around the 

state , and for entering the data i nto the computer f or 

s ummari z ing . I wa s appo inted '' Agent " ,  a state civi l s ervi ce 

title  with no real meaning . I carried the b a l l  f rom here on , 

consu l ting wi th the As s i stant Commi s s ioner only i f  I ran into 

real d i f f i cu l ty . Several new young col lege graduates were 

h i red to a s s i s t  me . Prior to that , I had been a s s igned a 

black girl  a s  a secreta ry , f o r  typi ng form l etters to a l l  the 

col leges and univer s i t i e s . S he was a " whi z "  and wanted to 

help correct the coding on the f i r s t  returns now coming in 

for computer i z i ng ,  wh ich I had to do a l l  by mys e l f  

prev iou s l y . She lea rned ea s i l y and wa s mos t  capabl e ; 

however ,  she began to comp l a i n  about the noi s e  l evel in the 

o f f i ce , with a l l  emp l oyees talking over what they had done 

the ni ght be fore . The noi s e  bothered me a s  we l l ,  but I had 

neve r done anything about i t , bel iev ing it to be common 

civi l �an practice , unlike the qu iet bridge atmosphere I had 

a lways insi sted upon in any ship I had served in the navy . 

The bos s  a s s igned me to a s eparate , unus ed , thi rty ft . long 

o f f  i ce space where we could keep our stacks o f  work sheets 

laid out in producti on l ine f ashion . 

By the end of the f i r s t  year , we had comp l eted a 

prel iminary inventory o f  higher education f ac i l ities  

throughout the state . By  hand , I comp i l ed a summary report 

o f  institutions by category , for submi s s ion to Congres s ,  New 
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York thereby becoming one o f  the f i rst states to be thus far 

advanced . We a l so provided cop ies o f  th i s  pamphl et to each 

col l ege and univers ity within the s tate . The individual 

insti tutions could now compare themse l ve s  with their s uppo sed 

riva l s  and began to take renewed intere st i n  the program . 

I conducted works hops around the state twi ce a ye ar , 

attempting to correct apparent errors in the earl ier data 

s ubmitted . I f  data s ubmitted were found l acking , I would go 

di rect ly to that col lege or unive r s ity and inve s t i gate . 

Large federa l  building grants were being determined i n  

Al bany , ba sed o n  the institution ' s  s howing o n  the i nventory . 

Those c o l l ege o f f i c i a l s  began to feel that I had i n f l uence in 

Albany . The grants , however , were determined by anothe r 

section unde r the Commi s s ioner . From now on , I care f u l l y  

checked the construction grants contempl ated with what my 

inventory s howed to be the mos t  worthy recipient s . I f  I 

f ound a part i cu l arly deserving institut i on which was not 

being con s i dered for grant funds , I would bring it to t he 

attenti on o f  the bos s  o f  the respons ible other sect i on . We 

always agreed , and the bo s s  commi s s ioner hims e l f  kept a close  

eye on it . 

The system was working smoothly , and I had spare t ime in 

the evenings s ince my wi f e  wa s s t i l l  l iving in C l i nton , New 

York , where I commuted over weekends . Albany had many night 
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educati on c l a s s e s , where I enrol led i n  various l aw cours e s , 

real e state , i nterior decorating , i nterstate commerce law , 

and f ederal  tax l aw . One of my c l a s smates in the real e state 

tax l aw course of fered me a j ob in h i s  real e state o f f  ice in 

Troy , New York , just acro s s  the Hudson River from Albany . 

The f ederal tax l aw course paid o f f  wel l  by my being able to 

submit corrected tax returns for the three previous years , to 

receive re funds f or va l id deductions , wh ich I had f a i l ed to 

c l a i m .  The course has been u s e f u l  ever s ince , in that I have 

never had to hire a consul tant to prepare my annua l  return . 

A new Japane se CNO made an o f f ic i a l  vi s it to the Naval 

War Co l l ege in Newport . He happened to be the f ir s t  Japane se 

Naval Of f i ce r  to attend the International Course at NWC in 

1 9 5 7 . We were very c lose f r iends in Tokyo four or f i ve yea r s  

earl i e r . He had a sked to see me in Newport . A l etter wa s 

f orwarded to me i n  Albany inviting me to dinner at the 

pre s i dent ' s  house in honor of the v i s itor . I j umped in my 

car and came r i ght over to attend . It wa s a mos t  plea s ant 

evening , a f fording us both a chance to chat in Japanes e  

together .  That was the l a s t  t ime I was ever to be invited to 

the pre s i dent ' s  hou s e  at NWC s ince I had left the staf f i n  

1 9 5 1 .  The Japanese navy embarked on a program of s ending 

the i r  de stroyer s  on v i s i t s  to New York City annua l l y .  I 

regul arly rece ived i nvitations to attend receptions on board . 

I never mi s s ed such an opportunity . They served my f avor ite 

raw f i s h  ( Sushi ) ,  rice ba l l s  and f r i ed shr imp , which could 
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only be purchased on s treet corners in Japan , but have s ince 

be come a de l icacy i n  New York City . I knew none o f  the 

o f f i ce r s  or men on board , but once they l earned that I spoke 

the i r  l anguage , they wanted to be f r iends for l i f e . 

My wi fe and I d rove over to Newport one weekend to see 

our property . I passed NWC Ch i e f  o f  Sta f f  Capta i n  E . B .  Henry 

on the street . We h adn ' t  s een each other s i nce Per s i an Gul f  

days i n  the early 1 9 5 0 s . H e  invited u s  t o  dinner a t  h i s  home 

at Fort Adams that evening , whi ch we gl adly a ccepted and 

talked about o l d  times . Almost a decade l ater , I returned to 

our home in Newport and searched out Captain Henry ' s  house at 

Fort Adams , to d i s cover that it wa s now known as " Pres ident 

E i senhower Hou s e " . Thi s was con fu s ing , and I wa s to l earn 

that the forme r Pre s i dent came for a weekend vi s i t  to 

Newport , and Captain Henry was ordered to vacate h i s  home 

intact , immed iate l y , for the pre s i dent to s pend a few days . 

Loyal that I am , I am the only Newport r e s i dent who s t i l l  

re fers t o  that hous e  a s  the '' Gene Henry House " . Reti red , 

a f f able Captain Henry a lways blushes when I utter that term , 

wi thout comment . 

In 1 9 7 2 , my wi f e  r e s igned f rom her teaching pro f e s s ion 

i n  Cl i nton , New York , and returned to take over our home in 

Newport . I sti l l  had another year or two of the f e dera l l y  

f unded f a c i l ities  j ob i n  Al bany , but coul d  commute back and 

f orth to Newport on weekends . I t  wa s a chore commuting that 
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great di stance , but no real problem . 

I n  company with the As s i stant Commi s s ione r , I v i s ited 

the new bu i l ding of campuses in New York , which we re 

progre s s ing we l l  under the Federal Grants Program . I 

couldn ' t  unders tand why s ome o f  the plans a l ready i n  use by 

col l eges cou l d  not be used over again for s imi lar buildings , 

thereby e l iminating high architectural costs . I was only to 

learn that expens i ve archite ctural plans automati c a l l y  became 

" the property o f  the a rchitect " . To u s e  them over again 

would cost the s ame a s  ( or more than ) they d id origina l l y .  

That was the l aw !  

by the court s . 

I t  had a lr eady been contested and proven 

P rivate col l ege s across  the state began telephoning or 

writing l etters , stat ing that they were con s ider ing expanding 

enrol lment the f o l l owing year to keep the cost of tuit i on 

within bound s . Would they have adequate c l a s s room and 

laboratory s pace? I could reply to the i r  query within 

minute s by compar ing the i r  inventory with l iberal standards 

we had set up . Usual ly they could expand several t imes 

without not i ceable d i f f i culty . 

The re were s ti l l  de f i cienc i e s  i n  our overa l l  inventory 

of f a c i l it i e s . The publ i c  institutions , number i ng 7 5  or 

more , were operated under a central o f f ice of state p l anning . 

Yea r s  before , they had initi ated the i r  own inventory sys tem 
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whi ch did not i nc lude a l l  pub l i c  college s ; and the ir compute r 

inventory was not cons i stent with ours , which now became the 

federa l standard . The State Plann ing Of f i ce s ubmitted annua l  

f i gure s ; however , i t  was appa rent t o  me they we re d e f i cient . 

I t  was hard to pre s sure the State o f f i ce to comp l y , s ince 

they were rece iving l a rger new construction grants d i rectly 

from the state budget . 

Ei ghteen s tate-wide proprietary s choo l s  ( commerc i a l ) had 

never been con s i dered in the higher educat ion category , unt i l  

the new f ederal de finition o f  higher education institutions 

was publ i shed . I v i s i ted each o f  the s e , took a ctual 

mea s urements o f  their c l a s s room s pa ce , and included them in 

the inventory . These pri vately owned s chool s ,  operated on a 

strictly pro f it ba s i s , had only a fract i on o f  the square 

f ootage per student , a s  did the col leges and univer s it i e s . 

Another doz en and a ha l f  Rabbin i c a l  Institut ions , many of 

them in Brook l yn , were never acknowl edged by the state . 

Senator Jacob Javits thought otherwi s e , and had them entered 

in the Federal Regi ster as col lege s . Wi th t h i s  d i lemma to 

dea l with , I went ahead and v i s ited each o f  the s e  so-ca l led 

s eminaries , mea s ured the ir f l oor space and i nc l uded them in 

the inventory from here on . Several o f  the s e  s choo l s  r e fused 

to be inc l uded at f i r s t , but eventua l ly acceded . The great 

ma j o r i ty wi l l ingly accepted being included . The governing 

State Regents e i ther didn ' t  notice thei r  inc l us ion i n  the 

state faci l it i e s  inventory or d i dn ' t  care . 
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The As s i stant Commi s s ioner had cons iderabl e trave l 

out s i de the state to consult with other state planners 

throughout the U . S .  Private cons ultative requests became too 

much for him , and he began to pa s s  s ome of the se to me for 

hand l ing . One o f  the s e  was f rom Rhode I s l and State i n  

Providence . The Rhode I s l and Director wanted informati on on 

how to go about an inventory of f a c i l itie s . I was s urpri sed 

that the s tate had taken no act ion on the federal  progr am , 

wh ich wa s a l ready two years o l d , and consequentl y  had 

received no construction funds f rom the Federal Government . 

Returning to Albany , the As s i stant Commi s s ioner a sked how I 

had made out and what I had charged . I repl ied to the e f f e ct 

that they were entirely uninformed , but very pleas ant people . 

I added that s i nce I con s i dered Rhode I s l and my home state , I 

didn ' t  ask for any remunerat i on ,  nor did they o f f e r  any . The 

bo s s  ther eupon l a i d  the l aw down to me , that it wa s a 

standard consultant fee , pract i ced nationwide and that I was 

to state so in advance and receive s ame , whether or not I 

thought I de served that much . " Or , charge more , i f  you 

l i ke , " he admoni s hed . Now , I knew why there are s o  many o f  

various '' consultant s " around , making a comf ortable l iving . A 

week l ate r ,  I had a trip to make to Harvard i n  Cambridge , 

Ma s s achusett s , to meet with several young pl anning men to 

instruct them how to go about an inventory of f a c i l i t ie s . I 

returned to Al bany to con f i rm to the bo s s , that I wa s now 

obediently col lecting my fee a s  '' Cons ultant " i n  accordance 
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with h i s  i ns tr uct ions . 

Just be l ow my apa rtment in Albany , I observed a stamp 

and coin s hop a s  I came and went eve ry day . One evening , I 

s topped in to see what they had . I s aw no o l d  Japanes e  

stamps and inquired o f  the owner . H e  t o l d  me that they were 

very rare because Japan hadn ' t  been a member of the 

Internationa l Postal Organi z ation unti l recent l y , s i nce the 

war , and that they had there fore not been traded on the world 

market . I told him that I had s ome pre -WWI I Ja pane se 

Nat i onal Park Series b locks , whi ch I had bought when i s sued 

i n  the 1 9 3 0 1 s , and wondered i t  they were worth anything . He 

repl ied that they mus t  be l i sted in the current catal og and 

proceeded to l ook it u p . I had purchased a number o f  each 

i s sue ,  from 1 9 3 8 and 1 9 3 9 , which were i s sued in blocks of 

four s tamp s , bound i n  a pamphlet with detai l s . I i dent i f ied 

a hal f doz en d i f f erent i s sues whi ch I pos s es sed . The dealer 

was intere sted s ince they were in great demand . I promi sed 

to return with s amp le s . I l ater returned with two s amp l e s , 

f or whi ch he o f fered me $ 1 5 0 . I couldn ' t  b e l i eve i t , s ince I 

had paid only about 1 8  cents apiece for them bef ore the war . 

I l ooked around to buy s omething in appreciation of h i s  

ki ndne s s . I decided on a l arge stamp cata l og and another on 

coins at a total  cost of $ 6 0 .  He said , " Oh ,  you ' re now a 

deal e r  your s e l f by s e l l ing me those Japanese stamp s , s o  you 

can have the se two cata l ogs f or hal f pri ce . "  
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A black man arrived at my o f f  ice and took over the 

duti e s  of a s s i s tant commi s s ioner for f ac i l ities  pl anning . I 

was d i sappointed to l o s e  my former bos s ;  however , he wa s 

moved only a few door s  away i n  another po s it i on . The new 

bo s s  s eemed not to have much intere s t  in the work going on at 

the o f f  ice , and o ften stayed at home for as l ong as a week at 

a time . If  h i s  pre se nce was required on an important matter , 

h i s  secretary would c a l l  him at h i s  home . I was determined 

to get to the bottom of what was going on . A very c lo s e  

f r iend f in a l l y  expl a ined to m e  how i t  worked . The re was an 

agreement between New York and New Jer sey , whereby they could 

exchange high execut ives between s tates . One had to be f i fty 

years o f  age and s ign a contract f or f ive years . With at 

least f ive years service upon attaining age f i fty- f ive , that 

pers on cou ld retire with full  retirement benef it s  for l i fe . 

Our s i x  year fede ra l l y  funded program wa s due to expire in 

another year and I wa s n ' t  overly concerned , exce pt for the 

l o s s  o f  the only other person besides myse l f , the As s i stant 

Commi s s ione r ,  who rea l ly knew a l l  the ins and outs o f  our 

computer i zed system .  

Over the previous several years I learned o f  the new 

approach for acqui r i ng a PhD degree in educat i on " without 

rea l l y trying " .  Several o f  the young men i n  my o f f ice 

enrol l ed at the Univers ity of Albany s hortly a fter they 

started the i r  employment . They were requi red to take no 

c l a s s e s , only to report to the i r  advisor once every month or 
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two , at no cost s i nce no c l a s s e s  were attended . Nothing wa s 

required to be s ubmitted , except for a the s i s  at the end o f  

two or three year s , on any s ub j e ct concerning educat ion . 

Even a f a c i l ities  inventory or a grant bu i l ding pro j ect which 

they had been working on at the o f f ice , was sati s factory for 

the i r  f inal the s i s . Seve ral o f  my a s s i s tants s ugge s ted to me 

that I too enter a PhD program . What woul d  I do with a PhD 

degree in Education? Compared with Harva rd , I don ' t  think I 

could have a ccepted a degree without doing any work f or i t . 

The f ir s t  to obtain h i s  degree , the a s s i s tant to the 

coordinator ,  who had come f rom Vermont , obtained a pos it i on 

a s  As s i stant Dean at a New Je rsey col lege and departed at 

once . A s e cond one , a Mormon from Co lorado , no s ooner 

received h i s  degree , than he was reca l led to Denver to 

comp l ete h i s  mi s s ionary training . 

Dur ing each of the s i x  years o f  th i s  Federa l  Program , I 

prepared an annual " Space Inventory Report " o f  a l l  

institution s  f o r  h i gher educa t i on i n  the state . I had 

per sona l l y v i s ited the near l y  3 0 0  col l eges and univers i t i e s , 

and was wel l  acquainted with many o f  the top admi n i s trator s . 

A key page of any s uch o f f i ci a l  document l i sted a l l  the 

regent s of the Unive r s i ty of the State of New York , with a l l  

the i r  numerous degrees i n  educat ion , which s omet ime s amounted 

to as many as s ix di f f erent doctorate titl es . ( Wo e  be to 

anyone omi tting even one o f  the degrees . )  The s e  s umma r i e s  

were pa s s ed o u t  individua l l y  to the regents at thei r annual 
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meeting in Al bany . I care f u l l y  observed members opening 

the i r  copies  to ver i f y  the correct s pe l l ing of thei r  name and 

proper l i s ting o f  the ir degrees . Mos t  members l e f t  the 

pamphlets l aying on the table when they ad j ourned , having no 

interest in the content s itsel f .  I never took any credit for 

thi s  annual comp i l at i on , there being so many more important 

persons in the state hierarchy , who needed to have the i r  name 

in print . 

Albany provided many evening concerts ,  plays and art 

s hows , whi ch I never had much time for . There were a l s o  many 

pub l i c  and private c l ubs and organi zations , which met 

monthl y .  One s uch group had i nv ited me t o  join several 

t ime s , the nei ghborhood Jewish c l ub , s ince the spe l l ing o f  my 

name wa s e a s i ly mi s taken for a popular pol i t i c i an o f  the day . 

The s ame thing had happened to me a dozen years earlier in 

Rhode I s l and , when I wa s actively l ooking for a j ob . Ha sbro 

Toy Company a s ked me to come to Ea s t  Prov i dence for an 

intervi ew , prior to con s i deration o f  my appointment to 

repre sent the company in the Orient , where they were 

purch a s i ng p l a s t i c  parts for dol l s , c lothes and unstrung 

bead s for use in thei r  toy busines s .  They took one look at 

my b londe comp l exion and h a i r , and decided they had made a 

mi s take in identity . 

The Di rector o f  Fac i l i t i e s  Re search for the New York 

State Univers ity i nv ited me to come to work f or them . They 
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were d irectly responsible  for a l l  the state operated pub l i c  

col leges and univers iti es . Howeve r ,  to receive any Federal 

Funds ( a s d i s tingui shed from State of New York funds ) they 

were required to comp l y  with the inventory in structions 

emanating from my o f f i ce . Al though we were good friends 

persona l l y ,  I had been pre s s uring them for years to comp l y . 

As the di rector s a i d  j oking l y ,  " I  want to get you o f f  my 

back . " I j okingly repl i e d , " You can ' t  a f ford me , "  to which 

he answered that they would match my present s a l ary and raise  

i t  to boot . Appa rent ly , the State Di rector didn ' t  rea l i ze 

that our Federal Program wa s about to end anyway . 

A word o f  expl anat i on i s  in order regarding de f inition 

of te rms u s ed i n  New York . I worked for the " Univers ity o f  

the State o f  New Yo rk " which was in f act the State Education 

Depa rtment . The next l owe r echelon wa s the " State Univers ity 

of New York " , which had direct pl anning and funding 

respon s i b i l ities  for the pub l i c  col leges and univers ities , as 

wel l  as certain j ur i s d i ct i on over City Un ivers ity , which was 

conf ined to only those pub l i c  institut i ons wi thin New York 

C i ty . Many people do not d i f f erenti ate between the terms . 

I f  I were to tel l a person from out of state that I worked 

f or the Unive r s ity of the State of New York , they might reply 

that they moreover ,  had a friend , who graduated f r om New York 

Uni ve r s ity . On the contrary , New York Unive r s i ty i s  a 

famous but private institution , s ituated in New York City , 

with no connection to the state system .  Ci ty Univers ity , 
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having control over 2 0  publ i c  c o l l ege s and univers i t i e s , a l l  

s ituated i n  New York City prope r , ha s i t s  own control 

organi zation and pl anning department , with access to the 

Univer s i ty of the State of New York , through the State 

Uni ve r s ity headquarters in Al bany . 

There wa s l ittle rema i n ing to be done in my o f f i ce ,  and 

empl oyee s were beginning to leave for j obs e l sewhere . I went 

to work a cro s s  the s treet , wo rking with the D i rector o f  

Re search f o r  State Unive r s ity , doing much the s ame work I had 

been doing f or the previous s ix yea rs . Al l the emp l oyees in 

my new o f f ice were c ivi l s ervice appoi ntee s .  Only the bos s  

who had h i red me knew s omething about computers . He , l ike 

mysel f ,  had des igned h i s  own computer program , with a 

terminal tied i n  to a computer at SUNY Binghamton ( State 

Unive r s ity of New York at Bi nghamton ) .  None o f  the other 

emp loyees would work on the computer programs , s ince it was 

not cal led for in the i r  j ob descript i on , wh ich was guaranteed 

employment for l i f e .  The d i re ctor had worked a l l  by hims e l f 

unti l near midnight nightly on the termina l , and he needed 

someone to help out . All that wa s nece s s a ry to operate the 

system , was to type in a f ew sentences of instruction on the 

terminal , and it would type out stati stics  for the next hour 

or s o . We went to work , and made up a s impl e  conversion 

table to conve rt his data into the required state-wide 

standard . 
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The c i v i l  s ervant employees were f r iend l y ; howeve r , they 

re sented my coming into the organi zation " f or fear that I 

might take over as thei r  future bos s . "  I a s s ured them that I 

wa s going to retire in a couple year s , or three at mos t , but 

they s t i l l  harbored doubt s . Time and again they chided me 

f or working overt ime . I wa s a l ready earning twi ce a s  much in 

New York a s  I earned a s  a navy captain on active duty ; 

however ,  I enj oyed the computer wo rk and the people I worked 

with . I paid state income tax in New York ; howeve r ,  Rhode 

I s l and c l a imed me a res ident s ince I owned a home in Newport , 

even t hough I had v i s i ted only s everal days a year . Thi s  was 

a f a l s e  c l a im by Rhode I s l and , a s  I was l ater to l e arn by 

reading the l aw itsel f , but i t  was too l ate to c l a im a 

rebate . ( Another item charged o f f  to exper ience . )  

A number of the l arger pub l i c  c ampu s e s  i n  New York had 

never f u l l y  comp leted the i r  f ac i l ities  inventory . Thi s was 

known by the Di rector and I was we l l  awa re o f  it f rom 

experience in my former o f f ice . I wa s sent over to Corne l l  

Univers ity t o  l ive on c ampus for a who l e  s ummer ,  and t o  do a 

new and comp l ete standard inventory o f  everyth ing , inc l ud ing 

the i r  statutory col l eges of Veter inary Med i ci ne , Industrial  

and Labor Re lation s , Home Economi c s  ( l ater renamed " Human 

Ecology " ) ,  and the Col lege of Agriculture ( i nc l uding the i r  

experimenta l  station s ) .  Other troub le s hooting a s s ignments 

took me to Buf f a l o  Uni vers ity , four Med ical Cente rs , a do z en 

Agriculture and Technical  Co l l ege s . Final l y ,  I s pent weeks 
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wit h  a dozen or more New York City community c o l l eges and 

f our year college s . In a l l  o f  the se v i s its , I was provided 

with ample a s s i stance and s uppo rt from the local o f f i c i a l s . 

We had completed a l l  the nece s sa ry work for bringing the 

pub l i c  institution invento r i e s  into l ine with the s tate-wi de 

standards . I wa s becoming weary o f  commuting to Newport s ome 

4 0 0  m i l e s  every weekend , and having to s tart back to Albany at 

2 a . m .  eve ry Monday to arrive in my o f f ice on time . I had 

never bumped a fender ; however ,  I f e l t  my l uck wa s bound to 

run out s ometime . I was near i ng the point where I had earned 

the maximum credit for Soc i a l  Security retirement bene f i t s , 

a l l  from my post-navy employment . 

I hinted to the Di rector that I was cons idering 

retirement , and returning to Newport . When he learned that I 

knew o f  the Nava l War Col lege , h i s  eyes l it up and he told me 

how he had been the s peci a l  consul tant for the NWC bui l d ing 

expan s ion program and had worked out a l l  the s pace 

requi rement s , but hadn ' t  been back s ince construction had 

s tarted . I informed him that construction wa s a lmos t  

completed . Then I a s ked him , " But why would you re commend 

s uch extens ive new construction? NWC wou l d  never expand i nto 

a l l  that addit i onal s pace , nor would you think o f  s uch 

extens ive expans ion of any of your own publ i c  co l leges here 

in New York State . "  Hi s s impl e  reply was , " That ' s  how it 

worke d out on the computer , and you a lways mus t  a l l ow for 
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future expans ion . "  

I announced my retirement and the other emp l oyee s  in the 

o f f ice heaved a s igh o f  r e l i e f . They confe s sed , that they 

never bel ieved me when I s a id I wou l d  not s tay beyond three 

year s . They want ed to give me a big s urpr i s e  f arewe l l  party , 

and the head secretary was s ent to inqu i re noncha l antly what 

my l a s t  name wa s .  None o f  my co-wo rkers had ever known my 

l a st name . I was s impl y  " Jo hn , " l i ke they were , Joe , Mi ke , 

Fred , etc . One emp loyee even tel ephoned my wi fe i n  Newport 

to inquire what my hobbies  were , and what I wou l d  appreciate 

mos t  a s  a going away pre sent . 

A year a ft e r  I l e ft , my bos s , Di rector o f  Fac i l it i e s  

Re search , whi le driving across  the state to inspe ct one o f  

the col lege s , s u f fered a heart attack , and w a s  k i l led 

instantly in the res u l t ing auto crash . Now there wa s no one 

to operate the computer program . 

I returned to Newport in 1 9 7 6 , and took up res idence in 

the home whi ch I had purchas ed in the l ate 1 9 4 0 s a s  a 

reti rement home , but had occupied only s porad i c a l l y  s ince 

that t ime . 

I r e l axed doing odd j ob s  around the house and gardening . 

I j o ined var ious mi l itary organi zation s  for l i f e , in order to 

d i s pense with annua l dues b i l l s  during my rel axed retirement 
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year s . My wi f e  had a l ready s i gned up with var ious l oc a l  

organi z a t i ons . 

I was now receiving Soc i a l  Security pay , wh i ch was a 

wonder ful source o f  income , tax f ree . I wa s able to talk my 

wi f e  into del aying Social  Security income unt i l  s he reached 

s i xty- f i ve yea r s . Mathemati c a l l y  i t  was the proper thing to 

do , and l ater s he was h appy s he had taken my advi ce . That 

wa s so for hal f  a do zen yea r s , unt i l  Congre s s  again reversed 

i t s e l f a fter f i fty years , and taxed hal f our Soc i a l  Security 

income . Rhode I s l and Bureau o f  Taxation went r ight al ong 

with the Federal increa se , unl i ke so many other s tates . 

My f i r s t  v i s i t s  o f  interest included the War Col lege and 

other old haunts in Newport and the surrounding area . I 

drove over to the Naval Ba s e  ( now renamed NETC ) and entered 

Luce Ha l l . Mar ine Guards were s t i l l  s tationed at the 

entrances , but did not ask me for i dent i f i cation . The 

bui l ding was void of s tudents and s ta f f  as I had l a s t  seen 

i t . The s ame appl i ed to Pringle and Mahan Library . I then 

walked through the new Spruance bu i lding and f ound the 

l ibrary , which I entered again without ident i f i cat i on . I 

noted the reading tab l e s  f i l led with da i l y  news papers and 

current pe riodica l s . I f ina l ly l ocated the stack s , but it 

wa s b locked o f f  with a cei l ing-high i ron gate . Upon inqu iry , 

I was told that I could not enter that a rea with my I . D .  card 

a lone . I a s ked to see the Librarian , a P ro f e s sor , and 
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ident i f ied mys e l f .  I told h im that I merely wanted to see 

s ome of the s trateg i c  area s tudie s , whi ch I had per s ona l ly 

authored s ome twenty- f ive years previou s l y ,  in order to s pot 

ina ccuracies that may have devel oped with the pa s s age o f  

t ime . The Pro f e s s or Libra r i an was hospitable enough , but 

s a i d  that according to the Security Manua l , a retired o f f i cer 

without secu r i ty cle arance no longer could have access to 

cla s s i f i ed mater i a l . ( I  could not reca l l  any s uch s tatement 

in the original Secu r i ty Manual comp i l e d  by my col league and 

mys e l f  back in 1 9 4 6 . I attri buted thi s  fact to be the result 

o f  a l ater rev i s ion to the Manual and s a i d  no more . ) My 

authored s trategi c  s tudies had been printed in mu ltiple 

copies  and bound for local NWC student use . I had personal l y  

a s s i gned a c l a s s i f i cat ion merely t o  prevent the i r  use out s ide 

the Co l l ege . I had not kept a copy for myse l f . The v i s i t  

wa s a wa ste o f  time . I departed and have not rev i s ited the 

War Col lege Library s ince . Later I wondered : What i f  I had 

taken that job at N . S . A . ? Then I would have automatica l l y  

received my " Top Secret" c l earance back again , and I wou l d  

have been authori z ed to roam the c l a s s i f ied stacks at wi l l . 

Later the Wa r Co l l ege Library was renamed for a f e l l ow Wa r 

Col l ege s ta f f  col l eague , Henry Ecc l e s , who , himse l f ,  wa s a 

retired Captain and thus no longer hel d a s ecurity c le arance . 

He departed from Newport f or h i s  retirement home in 

Ma s s achusett s , be fore I had a chance to ask him the pert inent 

que st ion : " Did he have free acce s s  to the ( cl a s s i f ied ) 

l ibrary , wh ich was now named in h i s  honor ? "  
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As a hobby , I took up a proj ect o f  de s i gning my f ami ly 

tree in the 1 9 7 0 ' s , s i nce none had exi sted previou s ly .  

Commencing with my immigrant grandf ather , I recorded s ome 5 0 0  

native US born relative s , and had the chart bonded in plastic , 

which I d i stributed to relatives at a f ami l y  reun i on . I 

updated thi s  ten yea r s  l ater to l ea rn that the number o f  

r e l ative s had increa sed to near ly 1 0 0 0 . 

I was begged into the " Me a l s on Wheel s "  program on a 

substitute ba s i s . After a f ew yea r s  o f  thi s ,  I became 

di s i l l us ioned by certa in recipients o f  thi s  servi ce , who had 

the advantage of the i r  own ma id s ervice , and i n s i sted on my 

partner and me stopping long enough to have a cup o f  tea and 

cookie s .  We were rushed to make a dozen de l ive ries in the 

s hort s pace of one hour , to prevent cool ing of the l unche s for 

remaining people on the route . 

I wa s a s ked to s erve on the Build ing and Grounds 

Committee of the local Art As sociation , and concurrently to 

supervi se the As sociation owned property known a s  the 

Swanhur s t  Vi l l a .  A federal grant permitted restoration o f  

the vi l l a  itsel f and I served a s  buil ding s uperv i s o r  f o r  the 

pro j ect . A sma l l  theater on the property was regu l a r l y  used 

by a Shake spear i an theater group , mainly at the expense of 

the Art As soc i at i on . A f i re , b l amed on arson , gutted t h i s  

theate r . The insurance company paid o n l y  a sma l l  f raction of 
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the cost for rehab i l itat i on . New seats were requi red for 

repl a cement . The Nava l Ba se Theater wa s being torn down and 

the government tr ied in vain to give the seats away for f ree 

to any other mi l i tary faci l i ty ; however , it wa s i l l egal to 

pas s  them on to a c i v i l ian activity at any price , no matter 

how benevolent that activity . A contract wa s awarded for 

demol ition with seats and all  included . By reque st di rect to 

the demo l i t i on contractor , we were able to obt ain a l l  the 

seats we could u se , and the contractor received a deduction 

on h i s  income tax for the donation . 

The Art As soci ation was usua l l y  strapped for funds and I 

l ooke d around for s avings and worked s trenuou s l y  myse l f , 

per forming a s  a volunteer to s ave on expenditures . My wi f e  

took charge of vo lunteers , who manned t h e  recept i on d e s k  

throughout the day . Neither of us had any i n f l uence on the 

board of director s ,  nor the paid incompetent di rector in 

charge . There were plenty o f  ways to s ave on expenditures a s  

we l l  a s  to r a i s e  additional income ; howeve r ,  the s e  were never 

adopted . The s ituat i on was be coming de s perate unti l  a f ew 

years l ater when the i ncumbent Di rector , Cora Gibbs , arr ived 

and the name of the As s oc i at ion wa s changed to " The Art 

Mu seum . " 

The Pre s i dent o f  " The Fr iend s o f  the Newport Pub l i c  

Library"  reque sted me to take over a s  Membership Cha irman on 

an interim ba s i s  onl y ,  to f in i s h  out the year . Thi s  I 
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consented to do with a l l  my other volunteer dut i e s . Ret i red 

Captain Gene Henry o f  NWC f ame , was currently the Li brarian . 

I hadn ' t  seen him for s ome years s ince he had been NWC Ch i e f  

of  Sta f f . I had o ften suspected that it was he who 

recommended me for the Friends j o b . The f o l l owing year , it 

wa s a s s umed and expected , that I would rema in on the job a s  

wel l  a s  take o n  the title  o f  v i c e  pre s ident . Unaccustomed a s  

I wa s t o  vol unteer work in Newport , I did not rea l i ze that 

this imp l ie d  that I would take over as pre s i dent the 

f o l l owing year . Th i s  I re fused to do , and to appea se the 

commi ttee , I agreed to keep the j ob of membership chairman , 

where I was making good progre s s ,  increas ing member ship from 

s cratch to we l l  over a hundred new members each year , 

a l l owi ng for dropouts due to death , moving out o f  town , etc . 

Thi s  continued for e ight year s , in s pite o f  the by- l aws wh i ch 

stated , that no o f f i cer would reta in the s ame o f f i ce for more 

than two years . My amb i t i on was to r a i s e  the member s h i p  to 

1 0 0 0 , then qui t . We were beginning to take in s i zable 

amount s  o f  money , and cutting down on s tationery costs by 

ordering in bulk d i re ct from New York . Soon the s tate got 

into the act , attempting to cut down the annual Publ i c  

Library support , because o f  the s i zable amount o f  additional 

funds rai sed by the Friend ' s  Organi z a t i on . I was s l owing 

down in health , and my v i s ion wa s becoming impai red to the 

extent , that I could no longer s pend l ong hours da i l y  

s canning directories and record s , s earch ing f o r  po s s ible new 

members incl uding those recent ly arrived in town . Two years 
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ago I had to f i rmly re fuse to s erve any l onger . ( In doz ens 

of  organi z at ions around Newport , I have f ound s o  many people 

wi l l ing to take a pos it i on a s  a board member ;  howeve r , for 

the mos t  part , everyone re fuses  to take on any pos i tion that 

requires mental or phy s i ca l  work . The s ame comment app l i e s  

with regard to the several sma l l , s emi private c l ubs to whi ch 

I bel ong . ) 

Perhaps one o f  my greatest recreational pleasures was 

attending adult education c l a s s e s  at the private Swinburne 

School in Newport . I enro l l e d  in every course that could be 

ca l l ed a hobby , incl ud ing ca l l i graphy , basket weaving , 

pi cture framing , Oriental cooking , gardening , l oom weaving , 

and sta ined g l a s s  work . 

My wi f e  and I took a three week tour o f  inl and Rus s ia ,  

where nei ther of us had ever v i s ited . We covered the Sov i et 

Un ion f rom north to s outh , right up to the Ch inese borde r . 

The tour wa s too l ong and t i ring , particul a r ly on the Rus s i an 

outmoded a ircraft , without the bene f i t  o f  seat bel t s . 

Several years l ater we took a Ba l t i c  crui se , v i s i ting the 

mar i t ime provinces and Stockho lm , where I could renew Swedish 

f r i endships of  twenty years earl ier . Later we j o ined a 

Me diterranean crui s e  ship ; however ,  I knew thi s  area a l l  too 

we l l  from the recent past , exce pt f or Yugo s l avia , whi ch wa s a 

new adventure . Our mos t  recent crui s e  wa s Southea s t  As i a , 

Indone s ia , and up through the Phi l i ppines , and s outh Chi na . 
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Thi s  was one o f  our mos t  pleasant experiences . 

I had t ime now to s tudy post-WWI I  hi stori e s  o f  "what 

rea l ly happened in the Paci f i c  War " by we l l -advert i sed , 

f amous author s . I was more amused than enl i ghtened by s ome 

of thes e  so-ca l l ed h i storians , who had not witne s s ed the 

a ctual events nor the b a s i c  p l anning . I pre f e r  the 

" eye -witne s s e d "  views of actual part i c i pants in the s trugg l e ,  

with perhaps a s l ight lapse o f  memory here or there , and 

maybe a bit of exaggerati on , whi ch is to be expe cted of any 

individual t e l l ing hi s own story . 

Several years ago , the Naval War Col lege celebrated 

thei r  one hundredth annive r s a ry . I received a tel ephone c a l l  

from the o f f  i ce o f  Pres i dent Derek Bok o f  Harvard 

Unive r s ity , inqu ir ing i f  I would represent Harvard at the Wa r 

Col l ege celebration . Thi s  I readi l y  agreed to , and Harvard 

immed i ately sent me the crimson- l ined robes and reg a l i a  o f  

the i r  doctoral degrees graduate s .  Gathering at NWC j u s t  

p r i o r  to the proc e s s ion , prel iminary to the ceremony , I met 

many pres i dent s and/or repres entatives f rom univer s it i e s  

nati onwide . As we formed into ranks to march to the 

f e stivities , I noti ced a f ami l i ar f ace next to me . It wa s 

the former Pre s i dent o f  Kirk land Co l lege , with whom I had 

worked at Hami l ton Co l l ege a do zen years earl ier . Kirkl and 

Co l lege had f a i le d  as an " a l l  girl s "  inst itution and was 

i ncorporated into Hami l ton Col l ege . The pre s i dent had l o s t  
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h i s  j ob ,  and was now dean o f  a Ma s sachusetts institution o f  

hi gher education . The ceremony at NWC went o f f  splendidly .  

I wa s recogni zed by only a few very c lo s e  f r iends in Newport . 

We attended the f i ftieth reun i on o f  my Nava l Academy 

c l a s s  at Annapo l i s , Mary l and , where I met do z ens of former 

c l a s smates whom I had not seen in tho se f i ft y  years . The 

va stly changed midsh i pman regul ations , and newly constructed 

academic bu i ldings were a l l  f a s c i nating to beho l d . Enroute 

to Annapo l i s , I had an amus ing ( s i c ) encounter at a gasol ine 

stat ion . Wh i l e  waiting in l ine for s ervice , the driver of a 

car next to me approached and engaged in conversation , 

apparentl y  s ee ing my Navy Ba se sticker . He had j u st v i s ited 

Newport to f ind hous ing , s i nce he had orders to report to NWC 

a month late r .  "Wa s  I from Newport ; wa s I navy ; wa s I 

reti red ; was I an Annapol i s  man , etc . ? " When I replied to 

h i s  que s tion , ''What year d i d  you retire ? " h i s  eye s rea l l y  l i t  

u p  and he s a i d , " I ' m  a capta in , too ! That wa s the s ame year 

that I entered the navy . '' Now , I suddenly rea l i zed the truth 

i n  the old s ay ing " It ' s  l ater than you think . "  

I had been de s i gnated by the Re ti red O f f icer ' s  

Association , to repres ent the reti red o f f icer community o f  

a l l  New Engl and , at the Nava l Ba s e  activities of  intere s t  to 

reti ree s ,  and to attend the monthl y  board meetings at the 

Ba s e . I f ound the makeup o f  a l l  thes e  boards va s t l y  c hanged , 

now thi rty years l ater . They were no l onger boards with any 
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authority , but merely " advi sory groups " ,  where members could 

ask que stion s , o r  sometime s s ubmit a minor compl aint . Al l 

operating di rectives are i s sued by a central o f f i ce i n  

Wa s hington , a n d  pro f i t s , instead o f  being used loca l l y  f o r  

recreat ion , now have to b e  f orwarded to thi s  central o f f  i ce 

i n  Wa s hington . Thi s i s  by far the most retrogr e s s ive change 

I have ever wi tne s s ed in the navy . Today , proper s ervi ce 

cannot be provided to either active duty or retired 

personne l .  I have been at a l os s ,  to provide any informat ion 

of va l ue or intere st , let a lone hope , for the retired 

community regard ing the shopping f a c i l i t i e s , O f f icers Club , 

or the Nava l Ho spital and dental f a c i l it ie s . Tho se loca l l y  

involved wi th the management o f  the se s ervice s , merely p l a ce 

the b l ame for the d i lemma on the shoul ders o f  Congre s s , a s  i f  

the Navy management i n  Wa shington had nothing t o  d o  with i t .  

( Another broken promi se to those who s e rved th i s  country we l l  

and are n o  longer nee ded . )  
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