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The subject of this pq) er is " The ope:i:i'.tions of the 

Gulf Sq_uad.ro n, i nclud i11g those co na_uc ted b y Admiral larragut 

from his assumption of command in Gulf vraters , to and includ

ii'1g the Battle of Mobile Bay" . 1J.1he pa p er was prepared by com

mittee Number Six composed of Captain Old, Commander Knauss. 

Commander Hafruder and myself . 
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V/hen Li1rnoln was inaugurated :..n 1861 , the ueace time organ

ization assigned. the Atlantic and Gulf vmters of the United 

States, included those of the West ImUes, :I\Iexico, and Central 

America , as the cruis:irg grounds of a sine ·le command known as the 

Ho1ne Squadron . At the beginr inf:; of the hostilities of ti:e Civil 

War tl:i s ,r.ras under t.h.e command of Flag Officer G. J. 

SLIIE: 1 PENDERG~AST 

Pendergrast. vho render .c essential and aotive service durinp

and after the confused even ts i ·rmecHat ely follov'ing the bor.1-

bardment of J!'ort Surr.pter in April 1861. But this large area 

was too extonsi ve to b administered liy mmc rran under actual 

war oonditions , so it V'as dividec'l into three separate cormnands. 

'l'he Vlest Indian Squaclron, having i:r. itc crarf?'e rnited 

States i1:terests in Mexico and Central ArneriC'a, as well as in the 

islands, rerrained under tre cornrr.an6 of Flag Officer Pendergrast. 

The Atlantic Squadron includecl the .Atlantic coast as far 

south as Cape Florida was placed under tte command of Flag Of

ficer Stringham, while , 

SL ITIE: 2 GUL · OF MEXICO 

the Gulf Squac l rons v·ere assigned tJ~ care of "Uni tee States 

in t erest"' in tLe Gulf o ... Ue:xico an d the 'C' .s . eoast v-·i th its 

tri bu tarios f · om Cape F.1lorid a t'J the Ri0 Grande. Plag Officer 

V, illiam Hervine ,,·as as .c,i r·1:wa to coT"JITle,nd, and on 8 June 1861 

reacr..e a his stat Lm. By 4 July 1861 the Gulf Squadron con-

si s tec of t¥·ent;'{-one vessPls, carr1ing u\·o hund.r')r and eighty

t o r-uns and mannea b y trree t ouuanc fi.vc hunclrerl men . Pith 
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this force the squadron comrnana.er was charge cl v·i th all operations 

along the 900 miles of enemy coast line . 

The character of tbe Gulf coast of the U. S . from one end. to 

the other varies but slip)ltly in ap\)earance . It is generally low, 

and either sandy or rrarshJ . An occasiona 1 bluff of moderate 

height is to be seen . A large portion of the croast line is skirt

ed by low sandy islands, sometirres joined by narrow necks to the 

mainland , forming inland sounds of considerable extent. The 

shallow channels generally deny entrance to vessels of much draft• 

These sounds, however , can easily be entered . by light a.raft ves

sels in many places , and d.urinr:- the war srrall steamers .and schoon

ers on both sides freqnen tl;y use a_ them. There is very · little 

rise and fall of tide in tr.ese v·aters , but the height of the 

water is much effected by tbe direction of the wind. 

The ""')rinci:pal -oorts are Nev· Orleans hi Louisiana, Mobile in 

Alabama , Pensacola in Florida and Galvestion in '.J.1exas. The best 

b~s e for a. fleet is in Pe nsacolE. Bay . 

The town then was of little commercial importance, but the 

secure spacious anchorar.-e made it of great value as a naval 

station . 

SLIDE: 3 Li:ISSISSIPPI V.ALL?,Y 

The Union plans in this area had_ tv 1 0 major objectives; 

First : isolgte the Confederate States vi'est of the Mississippi 

by gaining control of the :.tiver, This wm.la . be done by joint . 

Army and Navy operations v,:orking up from the mo11.th to form a 

junction with a Si ''lilar undertaking workinf dov·n stream from 
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If successful the Confede r ates Vl'ould "te denied 

use of the river fo-r their communi c u. tions and i"'O uld , at the same 

time , be depr ivea of a sorely needed su _,:nl:y of men fl...nd food

stuffs frorr: their v1este r n states. 

SLIDJ : 2 GULF OF M:CXICO. 

The Second Objective v:as to enforce a strlct blockade over 

the entire coast, from the Rio Grande to Florida . Its purpose 

Vl'as to close every inlet by which the ~"lroducts of the South 

could find their v:ay to the mar kets of the vorld ; ana . to shut 

out material not on l;; of i.tar, but e sser. ti als to the :peac eful 

life of the peop l e . 

Such a blockade could be made technically effective by 

shi·?s cruisitl,'?,' or anchoring of-: Ghore , but there v·as a great 

gain in actual efficienc;y vben the vessels could be placed 

within the harbors· The lE:tter method v:a.s , ther ofo::·e , follovred. 

wherever practicable. 

At fi:tst the bloc1'"...ad.e v·as r:ainta.inecL as well e.s the number 

and characitor of vessels :permitted ., but nottin g- of muoh con-

SLIDE : 4 PENSACOLA BAY 

sequence ··as acco1~)lished . The general du.llness of affairs v.ras 

relievcrl by a brtlliar t dash v·hich a force frorp the blockader 

Colorado rradc into the b::rbor of l'cnsaoola . 

The scho one1· Judai2 v as bei rg fit teil ou '3 by the Conf ed era tes 

at the navv :,rar d to be usec_ &s a -:')rivate"r . On tr,e nif·t.t of 

13 Septemb,r 1861 on 1 i1nna.r0a me 11 in oo ats from the Colorado 

under the command of T,t . J.E . Rum:el prooeecod into the h&rbor 

and in spite of the vigilance of the Confo ,:1ori :to8 , tL")J arrivee 
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near the schooner undiscovered . The;y wer8 entirely successful 

in firing and destroying her in the face of determined opuosition~ 

Shortly after this , about October 1 Flag Off iaer ""· W. McKean 

took over the command of the Sq_uad1·on . Mervine was relieved 

solely on account of ill health . He }1.ad made a fine record in 

the Mexican Far and had the full confidence of the Department. 

Under its ne\~r commander the Squadron became rr.ore active. 

Larger forces v ere placed off Galveston and new Orleans. 

SLIDE: 5 PAS SES. OF THE MIS SIS SIPP I 

At the latter place the results were tlnfortunate. The Confed

eratre had been using this port for mnoh shinping and Flag Of

ficer McKean, in early October,. sent the steam-sloop RICHMOHD, 

sailinr sloops VI!JCElHT.SS and P~EBLE,. and tl'.e small eide-wheeler 

WATER-WITCH to the head of Passes at the mouth of the Mississippi. 

It was known on board the Union "Vessels that the Confederates had 

a ram fit ting out up the river, but no p rec au ti ons looking to 

security against surprise v,ere take;n. · no plans were made for a 

possible action. Th:is neglect coupled v·i th a too quick decision 

to run away resulted in a rout tba.t reflected no credit on the 

officers concerned· 

SL IDE: 6 MANAS SAS 

The Confederates h.ad taken the Enoch Train, an old Boston 

tow boat 128 feet long, housed her oV"er VJi th 5 11 timbers and 

railroad iron and fitted an und.erv'ater ram of cast iron . There 

was but one gun on board a11 d it was useless. She was renamed 

the MAN.AS SAS. 
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At 0330 October 12th , this improvised craft v:as sighted 

close aboard and heading for the RICHMOND. The surprise was 

com?lete i She struck tne RICHMOND V'hile maki ng about 8 knots 

and rr.ade a srm 11 hole belmr;· the w& ter line . Drifting clear 

v·i t h damat!ea engines the ram layoff the RICHMOND for a few 

minutes and then heade d slowly back to Hevr Orleans. '.11here 

was some desultory firing fro 11 the RICHMOHD and PI~EBLn. 

A few minutes later the ram firea a rocket as a sj_gnal 

for the Conf ede rates up the river to releas~ fire rafts . These 

rafts drif't ocl on shore and did no material c1a.rnnge but they vrere 

sufficient to proci:f)itate a stampede . The Union forces slip-ped 

their ch e.ins on signr '.l from the S . O.P . ,. Ca".ltain John Pope of the 

RICI™-OND, and hastily reti~ ec:...ted dov·n the s.v.r. PaErn. In their 

hurr;7 to get across the bar the RICBMOED an d vnrcDmrns g,rounde<'l 

o.nd lay st::..·,-~nded . all the ne::t da;y. 11he VII !Clmi.JES actually aban

doned shi:? but Captain Handy ·was ordered ~.:aok on board . 

Ca.,.,tain Ha.han hea1,s much censure on Captain Pope , and even 

S~')ear sa-,rs , 11A sa_u.ad:ron of four great ships , arme0 with 45 first 

class P-11.nG, had been c1 1·iven into a shameful panic by one crip

:?le0 tug oarryin.'5 a gun thu.t couldn 1 t l)e fired .. 11 

Cap tain Popa 1raE> reliever 12 days later . 

On l!ovombor soventl ' E more creditable incident o~crnrred . 

The u . s . R. SP.li'l1Im then on :)lockado duty off Galveston , sent two 

boats unde1.· I,ieutenar:it Jouott to destroy an arrn)c' Confederate 

steamer , the S-EHERJ..I, RUSK. Guarding the m1tranco of the Bay 

was the ROYAL YACrIT, an armed schooner which Jouctt safely passed . 
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However , the boats then ran aground. and their presence 1r as dis 

c overed by the GEN]RAL RUSK. As the success of such a cutting 

out expedition depena_ed rmil1ly upon the elemen t of surp r ise , 

Jouett with instant de c isio:n turned upon the ROYAL YACHT, cap 

tured and bur nea her . 

It was net until Nov ember 22.nd th at the Gulf Squad r on 

undertook V'h at mig'ht be called a major ope r ation. It was de

cided to attack Pensacola ~ The en tri: ,.nce \ll'as guarded by Fort 

McRea , on the V11est bank . 

SLI DE: 4 PENSACOLA BAY 

On the Sast side , v,a.s Fo r t Pickens which 1r,ras oor.upied by Union 

troops . On lJovembe r tv,ent~r-second, Fla,?: Officer McKean with 

the NIA GARA and RICEMOND at tacked Fort McRea the fire of the 

ships being au~ented by Fort Pickens . However, on the se c ond 

da ;r , the v1ind lowered the water to S1Jc.h an ex .tent that the ves 

sels could not get within range of the fort v1 ith the result that 

t his engagernen t was indecisive . 

Fro m this period until Farragut took cormnan cl of the force 

the general blockB.de v'as cont inuecl, but nothin~ of momerit ocourred . 

SLIDE: 8 CAPTAIN FARRAGUT 

Fr om the time that David Glasgow Farragut assume0 command 

ev ents well demonstrated V'h a t the personality and ability of 

the leader means to a flAet . Farragut , a real leader haa_ taken 

c ha r ge . His 0\''11 spirit , cour8t_ge and determ i nat i on was soon in 

stilled in tis subordinates , and was reflected in the operations 

t o follow. 
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Consequentl~r, before prooeef in::; further, it is aesirable 

to sketch the earlier life of the man who became the leacling 

character in the navy of that period, and v·hose accomplishments 

contributed . so much to the S'Uocess of the Union Cause. 

SL Il)E: 9 MINORCA 

Georp.:e Farragut, the father of Admiral Farragut, was of 

unmixed Spanish descent. He was horn Se~tember 29th, 1755, in 

the island of Minoroa, under the British Flap.:. In l0ss than a 

year the island fell into French hands aftor Byng 1 s futile effort 

to save it. An earlier anaestor, Don PecLr'o ]1arrap,v.t, served vrith 

distinction under James 1st.~ King of Aragon, in wars against th ,~ 

Moors . In 1776 the father emigrate~ to North America, and ser-

vecl gall.aritl:'! on the side of the Colonies in the Revolutionary 

struggle. After the v,ar he ·went to live on the border of Tennessee 

and north Carolina; while ttere he marri ecl Inizabeth Shine . David 

SL mE: 8 CABTAIU FJ'.RRAGrT 

Glasgow Farragnt , the secona son, v·as born on July 5th 1801 , at 

Carnpbell 1 s Station, noo.r r::rioxville , Tennessee. In the early 

part of tho 19th century the family moved to New Orleans, ana_ 

the father rcrne iv ea .an apY)O intment as sailing-master in the • 

navy and commnn ded a gunboat in the river. 

At this tir: 1e Ca,)tain David Porter, was in command of the 

Naval Station at Hew Orleans. Thns these tvro fanliles vrere brought 

closely together, Ca".>tain Porter offered to adopt one of the 

Farragut chil{iren, so Davi.d went to live V'i th hj_m, The Porter 

family soon went no rth, and Farragut th0n only 8 1/2 years olct, 
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was sent to boardin g· school , at Chester Academy, in Philadelphia, 

for a year , 

S Lf])E: 10 THE ES SEX 

V/hen 9 years and 5 rnoriths of age he receivea his appoint

ment as midshipman , the y oungest offiner in the service. In 

August, 1811, at the age of 10, he joinec! the frigate ESSEX at 

Horfolk, Va., in con:pany V'ith his aa.opted fathe r, Captain Porter. 

In the War of 1812 he was serving on board the :DSS:SX when 

s.he \~'as attacker: by al:'.ld snrren derea _ to tbe PHOEBE and CEERFB off 

the coa st of Chile. He 1r,ras only 12 years 9 months of age wr..en 

he had this, his first baptism under fire. During the fJf.,ht he 

performed the duties of CaJtai:.:'s aid , quarter~gunner and powder 

boy. He was on parole from July to November , 1814 , and after 

being exchanged he vras orderec to duty 011 the brig SPAl~I: , one 

of the vessels in CE'.-pt ain Porter's s q_uadron . 

SLIDE: 11 INDEPIT~DEN CE 

In March 1815, he vras ordered to the nrnEPEUDENCE, a seventy

four gun ship . In the sDring of 1816, he v,as ordered to the 

WASHI1WT0J:q, G~lso a ship -o f -the-lin e . She v<'as comrm.nded by Capt airJ 

Crei gh ton, considered the greatest martinet in the nE,.vy at that 

tim. rrhe ship was saia _ to be an id .eal in sma1 .. tness, ora_er and 

spotless cleaniness , " But ", l!1arraQ,11t says , "All this v-as accom 

plishec! at the sac:-ific t3 of the comfort of eve ryon e on board . My 

experience in the 1ratter , instead. of making me a prosylite to the 

doctrine of the olcl of -f-'iC'ers on this subject , cl_eterrnine,, me never 

to have a 1 orack shipr j_f it v,,as only to be attained by such mea n s" . 
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SL IDE : 12 SAI1 JUAN DE VLLOL 

In 1838 vrhile in command of the sloop ERIE he V'as at Vera 

Cruz and V'itnessed the attack and subjugation of the fortress 

of San Juan de Vlloa by tbe French fleet una_er Ao.mi ral Baudin 

on November 28th . At tbat time it ViHS consicterec . the strongest 

fort in Central America. He made a study of the effect o:f the 

horizontal fire of shells agaimt a fort as oor.rpared to the 

vertically thrown bombs . The inforrna t ion so gained, and the 

stua.y of tbe operations ana. effects of the bombardment, proved 

of the f;TBE.;.test value to him V'.hen attacking forts during the 

Civil i'7ar . 

When v.:ar vrith l1Texico broke out he al') ·,liec1 for clnty on a 

sbip in 111exican v'aters, and sugGestecl :;Jlans for takins- the 

fortress which he had seen Admiral Bauc"in subdue . no attention 

was uaic:t to his request at the time. I:c 1847, he obt2.ined. com

mand of the slol,p-of-vmr SARATOGJ.~ but arrived at Vera Cruz after 

the Fortress had been t2};:en b~r General Scott. Hewas greatl;v dis

a:p1Join te 0 tr at th is a.u ty had not be en ce 1 egat ed to the rlB. V:J, and . 

consider ec1 the naval advisors in Washirgton had. lost a great 

op:portun i ty . As be said , "They al 1 'Xi icl. the pen al ty as not one 

of them will fly an admiral 1 s flar.; v1hich they might have done 

had that castle been taken by tho navyll . At this ti "'1.e he con 

tractecl yellov ' feve:r- and. m:ia::-·JLy lost hif.l life . 

SLIDE : 8 Captain :Ji•arr~gu~ 

In 1854, vt~en the Crimean W&r broke oui, , b e r e qnesterl to 

be sent a_broad to etndy the nni:;l ish an,f'l. F:te>r.ch Shi-rs , their im-
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provemen tc,,, e -c ., but v•as refused , thot~fh the l'.rmy did send ob

servers. · Instead of thi~ he was ordererl to Mare Island to es

tablish a navy Yard ut tl:£.t -place . 

In 1855 ~ he vas -promoted to cu1;)tain , the l1ip-hec-it rank in 

t be navy p r i or to the C i vi 1 vJ ar • 

In 1858, ho returned to the east coast and was ordered to 

command the BROOY..LYH, where he serve a until H360 , vt:e n he v•as 

detached and r ct urn e cl to his hor·B in Norf elk . 

Though born in the sou th , .and ha vi nc:· spend man ;,7 ve2.r D in 

Norfolk , Va ., vr ~re he haa. establisher his ho nB vhen not on 

active duty, DO docidec , V'he n i,,vur "·as declarea. to remain in the 

r . s . Navy • . He k1:ew this decision me&nt givir:y2: up hi 0 ho'Yle and 

moving nor th amon~ s tJ.an er ors who oou 1a_ bo liable to mi sco nst rue 

his moti7cs and distrust him , and ttic did ~r ove to be the case 

at first. 

The I.avy Dc:pc.rtment ,;as forr:ml~tinr; plans for ~oi t Arr:iy

Nari o )Or£ ti onE' ag-&inEt no•: Orleans • . Farra~u t' s m .. ~ ¥'as under 

con::icletation or the command bu ttere V'Ei.S some C'Oncorn &fJ to 

hj s fealty . C:Jruru.nner David D. Portl'3r ,,·ent to rev · York to see 

Farrarot. Ho retur11en . arid urged tie a s siO'nm13nt vhich v.as made 
• 

ard ] 1arragu t V>'as cal le to Wash ine-t on and told of the pro-posed 

task . When askec 1 bis c.,yi r iorJ o±' the c'}OS, i ble suc>ces.;; of such an 

expedition v•ith tte f orc>~s available he ans1 · ored uni.ieeitatim?:lY 

that it would succeed . 

SI IDE : 13 EJ..RTF05.D 

On Dncer.ib0r 23d, 1861 , Parrav, J t reoei . ·ed 1,roparator;ir orders 
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and on January 9th , 1862 , ,r•as formally ap::-1ointecl to commm,a. the 

Western Gulf Bloc:kading Squadron; the lir.1its of which , on the 

cca. st of t e Confea erac3r , ·were from St . .Andres rs Bay to the 

mouth of the Rio Grande • 

On January 20th , orde1~s rere rec e iver as follows : 

Navy De:9artment, 
January 20th, 1862. 

" Sir : When too Hartford. is in al 1 1·espects ready for sea , 

you wil 1 proceef. to the Gul..1. of i,;exico 1ith all pre,oticable 

dispatch, and communicate with Flag-Officer vr. r1. :r.IcKean, who is 

directed b;y- enclosed dispatch to transfer to you the comrmnd 

of tne Western Gulf :Blockading Sq·.le.dron . 'l.1here v1ill be attached. 

SLIDE: 14 PO: ~ER 

to your squadron a fleet of bomb-vessels , and arref! steamers 

enough to rrianaR"e them, all under comnand of Comrrander D.D. Porter , 

who v·ill be directec'l to report to you. As fast as th8se vessels 

are g-ot ready they ill be c:e nt to Key .,eGt to a ,a it the arrival · 

of a.11 , and the comr:1andir.g officers , will be per mit .. 11d to organ

ize a nc practice with them at that port . 

"When the formidable mortars arrive, and you are com:rpletely 

ready , you will collect such vessel!.~ as can be spareafrom the 

blockade and nro ce ed up the Mis sis si11pi RiYer , and reduce the cle

fences 'hich fUa::-c't the a~'J )roc.ches to tTew Orleans , v·hen you V'ill 

appear off th£. t city and take poss essi on· of it under the guns of 

SLIDE : 3 HISSISSIPPI VA:,LEY 

of your squadron , B11d hoist the Arr:cr ican Flng t c:1·ion , keeping 

possession until troop<> can be sent to you , If' too Hississip'?i 
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expedition from Cairo ~hall not havP d.escenciecl tre river , you 

wi ll take a avant aae of tbe pan i c to -,ush f! stro 11a .f o rc>e up t he 

ri v er to take all the i r d.efenses in the rear . As you have ex 

pressed yourself satisfied with the force gi v en to you, c.nd as 

m.an;y !T:ore po1"er ful vessels V'ill be aa_de<'1 ~e:.'o ... e ;rou can coIDI, enne 

operations , the Departimnt and the country v:ilJ. recpire of you 

sue oess . There a re othe :r operations of minor importance , V'hi ch 

vvi ll comrrend thenselves to 7our judamen t and fikill , but v•hich 

must not be allov'ec1 to interfere v'ith the rn·e1::t ob j0c in viev1 

the certain capture of the Ci t:r of new Orleans . 

SLI DE: 15 GIDEON WELLES 

"Destroy th':? a..i· 1md. bar.ciers which these Coluce<"1 '1eople have 

raised D1.J Bf"ainPt the ,o,•.:or of the l:nited Rt,.:.te"' Government , 

and shoot do·n thoS'! who ·ar ar-ainst ~hl:l :'nion; but cultivate 

v•ith cor,Ualit -r tlc .first .,...oturn im · reaoo!1 , rhic L i8 .uro to 

follm·: :.,rour 8ucoess . " 

Respectfu l ly , otc ., 

Gideon \h~lles . 

SLIDE : 2 GULF OF MEXICO 

On l!.,r;bruu1·J 2nd , 1862 , FarraPUt int_ ·:J Eartfo_a. na.ilcc1 from 

Hampton :Roads an a on the 20th , r eaC!h•3 d. Ship Isic ,.n d , about 100 

milGs from th0 mouth Jf tho Hississi1'1i , \"'hich had alreac;y been 

seized as a baso of 01:.JCT,.tions . ThJ next day Farragut took 

pr cpari rig his s q-:1-,.rr on . 

Hi s me.in for(!c: fi:iall;r co.nr:i•Jtod . of« ccu· .... v' sloops , 1 side -
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wheeler , 3 Corvettes and 9 i::unboats . A total of 17 vessels 

mount.Lr~ 154 2;'1.lns, over half being 9" or better; and about 90 

of which couJ a be fire a on each broad side . To these v•as added 

a mortar f o r0.e una_e r flag officer Dev id D. Porter , and made up 

of six gun bofa ts and 20 schooners , eaoh rnoun tL g a 13 - inch mortar . 

The total broadside of the Feaeral fleet w&s a·yc,roximE.. ·ei:,-

120 heavy '3Uns . 

The force1:i defendL1g the ri v er belo-N New Orleans consisted 

of Fort Jackson on the sou th; and 

SLIDE : 16 FORTS AT n:~r ORL:C.AJ.JS. 

Port St . Phili~ on the North . Their location at the shGrp bend 

gave them oontrol off fre over the full nouTse of tho cffinr:el 

V'ithin the ranp:c of their !?·uneo. The fortn mountea over e. hundred 

guns but these \"ere mostly sTIE.11 and un suite cl to the : urpo se . 

Spears ca~ s only 13 v·ere of lnrP,"er size &nc. of tJ, ese tv·o 7-inch 

rifles \':ere tl'E onl:l reall:1 up - to-date arr[lam-ent. The fortt· w0.re 

augmented by a na-val force of river steamers monnting about tv 10 

small guns c&c.h and the floating battery Tennecsoe, n o t yet com-

pletea . '.rhore ,·cro some fire rafts. In ac'C.ition tho Con:f:c~orate ~ 

trierl to obstrnc~t the channel w Hh chains ancl booms . 

SLI DE : 5 PASSES OF TH, MISSISSIPPI 

Farragut rs fi:: st opcrat ion v•a to ~o t hi2 'squadron u 1.) to 

tho head of tho ")ass os . In ri10vin~ .hiP he~,ry shi l)S ovor tho bar 

much tiTID v·as lost in li r;i:ht,Jnirg tho doe, draft 1tissiPsi,J)i and 

Ponsacola . Th<1 Colore.a _o La a. i'inally to bo loft behind as she 

coUld not bt• got across ovun r'i thm t he!" guns . C2.:Jtain Bailoy 
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and mcst o~ t}E Colorado 1 s nrew , ~ere , ho~eve r, brought along 

on otho-.:- assignments . Cs.:ptain -~)ailey v·as mE'.de a division cor.1-

mande1.· f..ind hoisted his burgee on the Cayuga. 

Farragut 1 s plans nalled fo:i.· a long, -)reliminary bo"!bardment 

by Porter 1 s Ifortar Flotilla ;_Jreparatory to the an in Fleet 1 s n t

tempt to rnn the forts . A oom1;lete surve? was made of the 1· ive1, 

and the nosition of each mortar schooner 

marked thereon. Before going in, ee.nh knr:Jr' the objective ano. the 

range. 

On Ji.·)ril 18th, Porter v·as sent ir: to Ld.s prt>viouf'ly assigned 

berths , i tL one di vj si on on each sicle of the TiivC'r . These mortars 

kept ur, a sJ orr but steedy fire a.a;,;_r and nL~rt firina a total of 

about tiro thousnrn:'l 13" shell eLch 2(, hm~rs . TJ-,_j_s bo oard.L'l~;rt 

slov. 1ly \"'ore dov'n tho resistance of the fo :ts ,•tdle Fa rragut 1:ept 

his main bod;,r ready to move in on short notice vt en he should de 

e i a.e the moment .tad tnri ved. . 

SLIDE: 18 lIOJTA:: B01~1:.'8 

The mortars out-renged all but a V'Jry fev· of the guns of tl:e forts 

so that the s itu1.:.tior. stee.d ily im)~ve0 for the FocC:'rals. . 

Farragutts :plans vrere workirif-: be&utifulJ::.r . Fe ki1ev 1 the bombarc.

ment was continus.11:r bet·~ering· his :oosi ti on so patiently kept bar.k 

the rrain force V''hj_lo the mortar:: hi.:.mne.r <dl aYa'· for five days and 

five nip:hts . 

On tre nia.tt c,f A;1ril 18 , h"l sr:rt in tbe IT.A'Xl.A, Lieuteriant 

Caldwell, and. the PIHOLA, Lieutenmc CroPb} , to attern 11t t break 
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the chain barrier . J1he batteries •1u.t cut a heavy canronad.e 

against these 1 ittle vessele but Caldwell kept at his task· a1Jd 

finally was able to run the ITASCA at full speed. over the sagging 

chains . 

These partea and Caldwell 1·ithdrev' vi'ith sligtt losses . With 

the Chanml now ope11 Farragut still vrniteo.: He had lost but two 

of his mortar s chooneTs and wisely judge cl th at the forts v·ere 

slowl;y becomin g rr.ore and more untenable . 

Finally on the 23rd , Farragut issuea . the 01·de:r to ro.n the 

forts during the mid-V'atch of the ni¢t of 23-24 A1)ril. r1he 

squadron vrn ighed. at two a .m. , and stood in. Captain Bail ey in 

the CAYUGA was at the he aa. of the lea din13: divi s i on. 

SLlliE : 19 FATIRAGUT1 S ORDER OF EnTRY 

Just after the C.A YUGA v·i th first di vision ha a. ;)as sea through 

the barrier- abreast J!.,ort Phillips about 0330, the Forts 1 et loose 

a storm of firB against the big P~~NSJ,COLA, v.:hi·ch was r:;ext astern . 

The Co nf,:, ·'I.era tes 1 ight ed f i . res of pine knots to illumirm. te 

the river and upstream WlJ:S sighted the Confeclerate river craft 

getting underway. Baileyls gunboats rusreC upstream at the Con

federate ships. The PEUSACOLA and l\1ISSISSIPPI fo~ght a hot gun. 

duel at close ran ~,-e v1i th the fort s.no. both succeeded in getting 

by without much clam ag ~. 

SLil)E: 20 FARRAG'CT PASSIUG TE!•: POJ.1TS -----------------------
The E"1c.ond divisior1 , bo ·v:cv e r, witt Parra.gut le&ding in th ·e 

H.ARTFO.RD, a1)proached the barri r.:r und o:c the fort v:h-Jn the Confed

erates we re wo 11 undervm;y with tr rn ir d.c f ,::-ms j_vo µlans . The shore 
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batteries V'ere firing vrith maxi·:mm rapidit y . Fire bar ,<!es vrere 

standing OJ. t, rafts aflame were co ·.1ir:g down the river. The gl ru:e 

and smoke v•ere blinding to the pilots . But Farragut with charac

teristic de termination and courage never faltered . He cazne on 

until the HARTJ?ORD ran aground . 

SLIDE: 21 F..ARTFORD AND FIRE RAFT 

Vlhile the HARTFORD was aground, the Confederate tug IJOSHER 

fo reed alongside a flaming barge and thoue-Ji unarrred, persist ea 

in holding it there . The H.AR7l'FORD firec, many broacl.sides at 

point blank ran ge but Captain Sherman still helc on . Finally 

the MOSHER drifted off thoroughly dem ol is bed and shortly sank 

with al 1 on board . Vli th great dif f icu 1 ty the HA..11TFORD set about 

to extinguish the flames . It was at this st age that Farragut 

told his crew if they did not supress these flames there was; I]. 

much hotter fire awaiting them . Shortly the fL.'.'e v.1as extinguiflh

ed and the HARTFORD now afloat proceeded up the river • 

. 4.head of the heavy ships there vras a lively but unco-ordin

a.ted engagement between the gunboats and the Confederate Ri"ver 

craft which were in general trying to escape upRtream . 

The CAYUGA, ONEIDA and V.ARUHA were in the thick of this . The 

VARUNA due to faster speecl came up among the fleeing Confec1erates . 

Sh e and tre CAYUGA exchanged broadsides with the McREA and the 

GOVERNOR MOORE, the latter unc1cr the command of Lt. Kennon . 

The McREA o scaped by tu.r ning back and 

SLIDE: 22 KEUHOU FilillS THROUGH HIS own BOW 

succ.eeded in getting undo1' Fort St.Phillip. The MOORE and the 
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STON~~VIALL JACK80I! had a hot fi~ht \'·ith the VARUNA. Both sunc e ed

ed in ramming the Vl\RUHA which upto that tirre had · the better of 

& ::;un fi Rbt against her two opponents . The VARUN.A finall y had to 

be beachecl . But the persistent CAYUGA and the ONEIDA Vl' ere soon 

to avenge the V.ARUHA. The ;r to,g;ether shortl ~T overtook the fl e eing 

11:00l'iE, anc STo:rmwALL JACKSON ana. forced them ashore unde r heavy 

fi r e. The MOORE final l y surrendered to tre PEllSACOLA. 

SLI DE : 6 MAN ASS AS 

The r£.m MANASSAS vrhia h had on a :9revi ous ocC!asi on caused 

such a hasty retreat of the Fe.aeral ships dia not play such an 

important role agai n st the Federals under Farragut . She did 

sue ce ed in r arnn:ing- the BROOKLYN without , hov 1ever , do i11g mucih 

dama~e . Later she was beached hy the c:rev · when the MISSISSIPPI 

and KINEO jointly at'tacked her with guns . The LOUISIAIJA , not yet 

completed , rever left the cover of For t St , Phillip . She only 

fire d a f ew inef f entual salvos. 

Shortly after daylight , the Union fleet anchored for the da y 

a t qua r antine . 

SLIDE : 23 NEW ORLE.Ans At D VIC IIHTY 

The following morning the Fleet got underv •ay and v·ent on 

up the river toward New Orleans . As they advanced , burning ships 

and steamers we i~e passed . Four mil 13s below nev ; Or leanc , a slight 

opp osition v·as met f ro n th o :fort P , Cholmette and McGebee . These 

·ere soon r. i l e ncea , an0 at noon on 25 .Ariri 1 , the fleet anchored 

off the city of Nev· Orl na.ns . Up nnd clov·n th o lev ee stores and 

shi~ were ablaze . Among the s hi1Js destr oye r "as the Confeaerate 
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ra?id advance ,.)revented ber beine-:- tovre<:1 to tbe Yt:.zoo River v1rere 

she mi0ht yet .b..ave been an ugly foe. 

Ca:?tain Bailey was sent asho:te to demand the surrender of 

the city. The local troo::l.3 h&vi ng been v·i thdrawn, the mayor 

announcecl his su1:missi on to the in ev itable. The Fnit ca StL.tes 

Flag was hoister on the mint . The ne::;~t day it wa~uled c1_ovm by 

a party of citizens , so a battalion of marines was sent ash ore . 

They rehois ted the flag anc. 9,"uarded the huildin? until the ar-

r i v21 of General Butler on 1 May , v·hen the city v·as turner over to 

him . 

SL IDE : 24 MISSISS IP_.?! VALL:~y, VICI:iSBl":~ G ~'0 Gl!LF 

Meanwhile Com~nder Porter remLin ec in cornr1ar d b elov· the 

forts v· hie h surrendered to him on 28 k ,)r il . New Orleans being 

now in the har; ds of t.h e l!nion Forces the othe r forts nearby were 

hl3.stily aba1Jd.oneo_ and the guns transferrec: to Vicksburg. 

The full of I:ew Orleans brough disaster to the Con:fe r'erate 

cause by tbe loss of their most val u&ble sea port, and. wh£.t was 

more vital to thf'lir success - delayer the recognition of the Con

federacy by Great Britain and France whic~b up to this tiri'B had 

been seriou.c1ly contempl2.tea by these nations. 

SLillE: 4 PENSACOLA 3AY 

Now t l:.e scone sh :ifts to Pensaco la. 

On tho nip:b t of 10 May whilo crui sine in shoro to tra east

ward of Shi ' ) Island , Commna _or Portor saw a brilliant light illum

inatin g tho sk:1 which pro-.- c a to bo from f ·lamc s in tho navy yard. 
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J'or t l\lCii.eo , ,·rar:r.··-:ugton, and otbe r ,)arts of Pensncola . 

When daylight permitted , Com--r..nde:i.· Port8:.:.' in the EAR:rC<..'1' 

1.,~fJ.J stooa , into the }•arbo r, and found that the Corrf ec:e1·ate Forces 

had evacue. t ed this ar-e a. 

The United States .Arm.rand m ... vy took possession of the aban

doned area the same day . While th9:re v·as no severe fL-:hting by 

eithe1· , t.111:i recover? of this fine he.r bo r was of importance in that 

it v:·as e.Rain available as a naval base for the Union vessels . 

SLIDE : 3 :MISSISSIPPI VALL1-Y 

Meami•h ile , Farraaut was refitting at nevr Orlea1.,s. 1l1he cap -

ture of th is city ,~•as only a s ten in the ]1eder al camYJaign for e cm

plete control of the Whole iUver . V!ashin?"ton had informed Far-

ragut that he was expected to vork up towards and form a junction 

with the Mississippi Flotilla. '.!.'hie, later expedition hac1 been 

unable to get further sou th than Memphis. The Admiral ,-ery correot

ly picture the difficulties if h8 .attempt'3d to take hiq rec:tvy 

ships so far up stream , especiall•r as the river alr,,aa.y begun 

to recode from the spring: floods . The origiml :_:)lan foT the 

juncture of the tvro river forces was first set on foot five 

months before the battle of new Orleans . It v•as then thoug-httre 

Cairo force v.rould 'e well dov·n the River by tho tine New Crleans 
I 

fell. Also it v·as co ntem_pl~ted that the army would ·assist by at-

ta c king the aefflnses in conjunction with the ships or at least 

furnish ;,-ar riso ns to ho la. tho -:?O si ti ons taken by tho s ci.uadro n . 

But at this tirm suitable foroAc from tbc Arrir Vl'ero not available . 

On 1:ay 1 , .Farragut turn':)d o-vor Ne•..v Orleans to General Butler , 
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prep~ratory to carryii.1g out his orders to move on up the river . 

Hi s estj_rna te at this ti m was that fire ships were to be risked 

and without troops nothing worthwhile V'oulc be accom1Jlished . Too, 

he :failed to underestimate his own difficulties , But better 

than any one cmld he see that any ground gained could not be 

held . The Genet al :B1 ec'.eral ob jec ti ve 't''as sound To deny the 

Confederates the use of the river. 'fhis vrould be a real ancor.1-

plishment. But to send ships back and fcrth with no investing 

forne for the points taken was not control. They could c1ominate 

any particular fort or point on the river as long as they v1ere 

presen t, but that v,as all. To scatte r his force meant the pos 

sibility of defeat i n detail. To sup1l y his~ ips from new 

Orleans meant armed escorts for the carriers . Hov·ever , be V'as 

t oo good a subordinate to contemplate not [m in g althcugh hebad 

little faith of the results to be accompllshecl ·. His jud.R:rrent of 

the wisdo'TI of the NavJr Departme n t's orders is shoi.n.Tl i n one of 

his le t tor s ho ine: 

"The";;- ( the Navy Depa .-tmen t) wi 11 keep u s in 
this river until the vessels break down and 
all the little re·)utation v·e have made has evap 
or ated . '11he Government anpears to think that 
we can do anything . They e x-oe ct rm to nav i gat o 
tho Mis sissip1i nine hundred miles in face of 
batt eries , ironclad r ams, o tc ., and y,:rt with, 
all tbe iroriclad vessels they have north they 
could not got to 1ToYfolk or Richmond ." 

Thon tho ooundm3ss of his 1:1ilit ary charact f_;r com os out when 

he adds: 

•..• "Woll, I will do my duty to tho best 
of my ability ana. bt the rost tako care of 
itself." 
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In that last is a fine guiding principle for any officer toclay 

on any billet. 

SLil)E: 24 MISSISSIPPI VALIBY, VICKSBURG TO GULF 

In early May the shi,;:>s started north from New Orleans. 

':i.1he first expedition was ma.de up of seven vessels led by Captain 

Craven in the RICHMOIID. Baton Rouge and natchez surrendered 

without op~)osi tion. 

Above Natchez it vras considered that only the gunboats 

should go. So Comrnander Lee with a.11 gunbos.ts was orcl.ered to 

proceecl to Vicksburg, seize the place, and cut the railroad. 

Command.er Lee arrive i"l off Vicksburg on May 18th. Ee soon re

ported 1>ack to HAR11FORD the defenses v·ere too strong for his 

force. Admiral Farragu.Jthen decided to ~ush the big ships on 

up from Uatchez in spite of the risk of ground .ing. On May 20th 

he joined Comrmnder Lee just below Vicksburg. 

SLIDE: 25 VICKSBURG Ir! 1862 

The n&tural ad vant aq_-es of the place v•ere a source of great . 
' 

strength to the defenders. And for a year it was to be one of 

the principal YJoints of contention finally involving large mili

tary forces before it ,ras taken 14 months later. 

From Mem"9his the river flows down th rough ,the Mississippi 

Valley for 400 miles. Ten miles belovr the mouth of the Yazoo 

it veers sharply thrcugh east to almost north for about three 

miles. It then ma1[es a hairpin turn of 180 degrees back to 

south and for about six miles passes close in at the foot of hi~h 

sloping hills on thg east bank. For dominating the river, Vicks-



, . 

2255 
~ 

-22-

burg, on these hills, v1as in rrany respects a m:.tura.l fortress. 

To the northv·ard and southward it v:as "Orotected e.c:ainst in

vestment by lowlands. ·I10 the eastward the country was hilly. 

Ships atterrpting to rsss had to co .. ,e within close ran~e o:f the 

batteries and at the strongest point, abreast 1!1ort Hill, t.tey 

had to make tl:e sharp turn-av•ay. Here the;r ,~'Ould ce subjected to 

a very strone enfilade fire to which they coulc1- O:)iose but a v1eak 

stern-battery reply. It was knov·n that the tovm was v·ell forti

fied a.n d tba. t tl:ere v·ao a large garrison. 

For tL is ':.)rojeotea. operation agu.inst Vicksburg the .Army had 

furnished 1500 men under Generc.l V!illiams. l'his force vm.s total

ly inadequate and General Vlilliams after a <I:l['eful reconnaiEJsance 

so reported. to Farragut. He could not possibly storm the forts 

v1ith his rniall detachnent v-ith any ".)romise of success, Ac.miral 

]
1arrag-ut then caller. . a conference of his commanding officers. 

It v1as ~; enerally agree ct tbs t the forts c onlc1 be run, tt& t 8 ome 

losses would be entailed, but that the squadron coulo gd:i by. 

But when by, their SUYJily vessels from Nev· Orlesns v·ould be cut 

off and the sh i::;,s vrould be forced to sim,1y turn and run down 

again. This was sound reasoning. Vlh;? try to project n foroo 

beyond its communications v·hon the only move left after getting 

by was to run tho fo.:.~ts again to ro-oct&blish the supply line? 

All to no profit ana st m1rnr.. risk to valllf.:.blo soa-going vDssels. 

It was riE?'htly c"i.oci doc to v1i tho.raw and not attempt it. The 

squadron sail,1d clown th.:l rtivor r0turning to t!ow Orleans. 

SLIDE: 3 MISSISSIPPI VALI.EY 

The Washington stratcv,-ist harassed tho Admiral with only one 
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thought: The tvro river fore es must join up. In spite of his 

despatches ctescribirg conditions and the little to be accorn:plish

ed the .Assistant Secretary of the Navy wrote: 

"The only anxiety we feel is to know 
if you $Ve followed up your instruct ions 
and push ea a strong force up the river to 
meet the Western Flotilla". 

There was nothing for it to d~ but to go ahead with the Depart

ment's Plans. So up north again they went. 

Meantime ., on June 5, Memphis had fallru. ~his made it 

possible for the Mississippi flotilla to work their waytn the 

southward~ 

SL IDE: 25 VICKSBURG IN 1862 

'. ' .; t 

On 18 June Farragut arrived below Vicksburg in full fo ree, 

His squadron consistecl° of: HARTFORD, BROOKLYlJ, RICHMOND, and 

." _, eight gunboats~ No milit&ry forces were provided. 

· ., There Vl'ere also in 'oom:pan~r under Porter 17 mortar schooners. 

··:: ,·· At this tiroo tm Confea _erate defenses mounted 26 guns, distribu-

-, . . 

" I 

;.'' .. 
', 

tec1 among the various batteries, but these were sup)le:rrented. by 

~ortable field ~ieces moved J.3bout from place to place. ~he gun 

emplacements v:ere so spread ont along tlte bluffs that th e eight

knot ships passing upstream against the current could be fj _rea 

u:pon for about three quarters of an hour, But go up they must; 

On the 26th of June Porter startecl moving his schooners in

to posit ion, to cover the p assa ,g;e of tho ships. Ho put nine on 

the east and light on wost hank. On the af t 0rno -on of the 27th 

all was in readiness · and ?arragut movea durin~ tho mid-watch 

that night. 
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The prescriber: f orrmti on v1as for 

SLIDE: 26 FARA GUT I S FORMA TIOI1 A rt' VI CKSBURG 

the RI CHMOND to lead the starboard oolurnn of heavy shi:,s followed 

by the HAR1rL10lID and BHOOKLYD in the order narmd, The IROQUOIS 

Was t o lead the )Ort column of lighter vessels; these to be SO 

stationed that the two leading vessels coula fire a.he.ad of the 

RI CHMOPD, the tv'o rear vessels astern of the BROOY.:LYI!; the ra ·

main in~ four so t.r.at t,"o each could. fire betv 1een the RICill.'i:OFD 

and the fla.P-."sbip and tw·o betv.reen the flag-shi, and tre BROOKLYN. 

Thus the lighter vesse 1 s could deliver their ma:x:imum broadside 

fire and a.t the same time b.ave some :,rotection from the 12.r?er 

vessels , -.:.iarticularly from the enemy water be.tteries, field 

pieces , ena rifle pits. 

SLIDE: 27 VICY.:SBURG 

At four o'clock on morning of 28th Porter's mortar schooners 

openecl the battle of Vicksburg. The shii?S bad just clearefl the 

schooners and were au~)roachinp:- the ,Nater batteries. ImP.1e diately 

this fire was returnecl by the defenders . !J.1he 12.r.R:.eT shi ·)S en-
s 

gaged as their ?UDS would bear . When abres.t any l)articmJar em-
~ 

placerrent th0 ships could keep down its fire . As tt rJse wo re 

passod tro Confoderatos would return to th c,ir guns and su"bjcct 

the shi~JS to a vory sovor \, enfilade 'co which they coulo. but weak 

l y reply . Tliis v·as ·Jarti'"'ularly tnrn at t.hc turn alJreast the 

strong batt ,:nr ori Port Fill . Also tb v--re was some lack of sup 

por t duo to stl·aggling .- AL .. th-:;sc cl.ifficultics had been fore 

seen by th,; Admiral . 

It v•as due to Farragut's endeavor to mrrcct this straggling 
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th ... t brought about a v2-cy unfortunate inci cent. In the AclmirEl 's 

in struC'ti ans for the co ndu~t o-f the pas s..:{2.'e he said: 

"Vlhen th~ vessels reach the bend of the 
River , shouJ.a. the enemy continue the action, 
the sh i -os and IROQTJO rs and OilEIDA wi 11 stop 
their engines and drop d.ov.rn the River P.gain, 
keep~ng £.2. the fire until directed otherwise ." 

So v·hen Farrar;ut stoT1ed the HARTFORD just short of the turn and 

dro~)ped down to su")·1ort the stre.g[?lers, his movement v•as n&tural

ly interpreter by Ca-;_:,tain Craven, who follm·•ea in the BROOKLYN, 

to be in connection with tr..ese instruntions about 0 dro;r,?ing dovTI 

the river e1:c1i n." Ca::;->tain Cr2..,,:en stop·1ed his ship follov•er. by 

the two trailinR gunboats, ZENl'illB~~l: and KP.TAHDitl. For tv 10 hours 

he remain eel. a 1)reast the lower bat cer ies, th en re tired dm~rn stream. 

Surely there was no laok of the v·ill to fight on his part. The 

smoke U) the river :prevented him from seeing the other shi';)s. 

When it cleare0 tho;v hacl.. ·:)assea on. Ca"".>tein Craven hacl. to choose 

1)etween P'Oinf. 1w alone or drop)ing (lov:n clear of the v·ater bat

teries . F.e electe 1~ the latter. In a fair reviev· the v;orst that 

oan be rte. rgod to Ca:ptain Craven is that he erred in judf-1I1ent 

in not rnaintc1j11ing visual contact so that h'3 coulcl. have -;_:iassed 

on with the other shi,s. Less courage e.nd less fi 0htin~ would 

have been required to pass on throtigh t.r.an to suend,two hours 

in close combat ,~·ith the strong shore batteries. He thourht he 

was waiting ••...• "until directed otherWise ." 

In the final outco"S Farragut found his squadron se-parated. 

He with the larger force v1 ere above the forts, the "BROOI::LYN with 

KENNEBJ~CK and ICNI.'AHDIN belO\~'. Whether or not responsibility 

should attack to Cantain Craven he paid nevertheless by being 
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severely censured by the Admiral . 

SJ. JDE: 25 VICKSBURG TIT 1862 

Having carriec1 out his orders to pass the forts, Farragut 

was s ti 11 of the opinion the De78r tme nt did. not ap"1recia te the 

d iffi cult ie s and that they everest irra te d the value of the results 

to be attalned. His re:port shows his state of mind. 

"The Department l'Jill perceive from this 
report that the forts can be passed, ana_ we 
have don13 it, and can do it again as often as 
may be require cl. of us. It wi 11 not, however, 
be an easy matter for us to do more than si
lence the batteries for a tirre •••• it is not 
possible to take Vicksburg vi1 ithout an army 
of twelve or fifteen thousand rren •••. The 
,~,a ter is too low for me to go over twe 1 ve 
or fifteen miles above Vicksburg." 

On July 1, three da ys after the Battle, the Mississip"1i Flotilla 

Flag Officer Charles H. Davis, joined him fro :1 Memphis . 

The Department's insistence on a juncture had_ been acoom

plished. But as Farra ~·ut foresaw, Confe (e r a te communications 

by River were only stop;.>ecl in the immeai ate area actually oo

cupied. Vicksburg v·as sti 11 in the hands of the Confederates and 

gave them an overland outlet to the west, while the forts in 

tum cut off an ;1,, s up;11i es coming up from l~ew Orleans to the 

ships above. 

SLIDE: 28 ARY..ANSA~ 

While anchored above Vicksburg the er: emy forc>e of immediate 

concern to .l!,e.rrngut v·as the Confederate ram reported up the Yazoo 

River. This vessel bad fled from Memphis when the fall of that 

place became i :;1r1incnt. Hot y3t finished, it was towed with tmo 

barges of equi~ m.-mt down the Mississi~pi ar:d up the Yazoo to Yazoo 
• 
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City for com"l)le tion a nd fitting out. This ram, named the .ARI~llSAS 

we.s of the most ambitious design of any vessel undertaken hy trn 

Confederates. 

She was o:f about 1000 tons burden, v,i.th the conventional 

casernate protection of railroad iron backed by heavy wood tim

bers and. cotton bales. The battery was :particularly formidable. 

A verr heavy ram was also fitted. Her source of weakness 

was the rene :.~a1 poor eons truction of hull and enginre. The 

latter was c>ontinually failine-. These shortcordngs vrere to be 

eryected in a vessel built in a section of countr;y v·ithou t metal 

works or eY')eriencec shipbuilders. Her commanding officer, 

Lieu tenant Bro,:n, had received orders to take the ARKANSAS down 

to Vick:=iburg to reinforce the defenses there. He started on the 

14th and stood do"·n to just below Haines Bluff v1here he securer 

for the night. At 0400 July 15 he v:·as underway for the final 

dash. 

Farragut had not felt his squanron se rio nsly menaced. The 

coal si tP ;;i ti on was of much more concern so the steamers vrere 

not kept habitually v:ith fires ready. Still he considered the 

possibility of the ARI:ArZAS co'Tiing down, so be sent on July 15 

a reconnoitering detach.rner.t t1 -p the Yazoo under Commander Walke, 

CARO!DEL.r~T fl&g-ship, acco r:1paine0 by the TYI,ER and the RAM QUEEN 

of too 1/IEST. 

SL IDE: 29 ARI~NSAS AIID C.AIWI'DELET 

At 0700 vne n abo u t six miles above the mouth of the Yazoo 

the .ARK.AirnAS V!as sighted co min,9,' oov ·n at full spe ed - 6 knoti:: • 

.At this ti'Je th o rrY~R was leading. She immediately turned back 
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and withdrew under the pro tectio:1 of the CA.i:~OHDELET. This vessel 

turned too ana. there resul tea a runn i11g fight between tee wm 

ironcle.c1s . :I.1he TYLE:ii l::e~'.)t ahead . of the CJIROEDELET. The PJJt 

QUEEU of the WJST turned and out ran them all. 

While as strong as the .ARKANSAS in general armament the 

C.A~mrn:r,1:r,T ~)la~ed. herself at a serious disad.v~ntage in turning 

her weaker stern battery to the strong bow fire of the Confeder

ate , and as Commander Walke had less speed , the result was in

evitable. He had in his haste to get back do111n the river, not 

··· · only acce-ptec inferiority of gunfire,. but allowed the initiative 

in ramming to pass to his adversary. As the .ARK.ANS.AS close(1 him 

and man euverea to ram,. he ran his vessel into the bank for pro

tection in the shoal water. The ARK.AUS.AS kept the channel, µiss

ed close aboard, and fired .a broad.side Vl'he n a·oeam. 

The fleeing TYLER rushed ahead to inform the fleet. The 

.ARK.ANS.AS wastea no time on the C.A1WNDELET but kept coming at full 

speed never deviating from her main purpose '\'1 hi ch v·as to run 

through to Vicksburg~ The vessels of Farragut's and :Davis's 

squadrons and Elletis rruns bad only sufficient notice to cast 

loose the bE.tter :,r. The Ram GEITER.AL BRAGG had_ steamed up. But 

she simply av·aitod orders and did not attaok. S:oeakin.9; of the 

, : ·, ·· • lack of i ni ti a ti ve of the Cor.1mander, Farragut said: 

":Cvery man has one chance. Ee has 
ba d his and lo s t i t . " 

On t he run thmugh the union anc:horc1 g e the .ARI:.ANS.AS had to 

})ass thirt ,r vessels with 300 guns. Lieu tenant Brown held te

neciousl y to h is purpose and :passe(l right through the mid dle of 
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the formation of e.nchored ships. There vms general firing by 

all the squadron . The ARKANSAS let go salvo after salvo as fast 

as she could 

SLIDE: 25 VICKSBURG II:! 1862 

at anything within :re.nge. Much damaged but still under control, 

she pas sea out of rar.1 f!J3 and under the forts of Vicksburg. 

Lieutenant Brown's exploit conveys a most im-.;lOrtant lesson. 

His Mission was to get through to Vicksburg. Uo side-shows dis

tracted his attention or caused him to spend one bit of tiroo or 

energy on anything else. Hls good judgma1t in passing up an 

easy chance to v1i pe out the COROUDELI:T was re~arded by reducing 

the warning had by the Squadrons down the river. 

Farragut was muc:h distressed . b;y beinf thus caught unprepared. 

Also, he now had serious ~oncern for the saf'et;_\r of his 3 vessels 

l~ring he low the forts. So s te i)s f··e::ce taken to i 11mec1. lately avenge 

this humiliation. It was decidec for ell Federal ships to im

mediately run dov 1n by the forts and at ' aok the AR1:Al1SAS a"3 they 

passed. 

The attack ·was launched too late in the afternoon. Davis 

moved down into position for a prelir:1inary Ql!l)mbardnent, but by 

the time the shi,s started by, darkness hac. set i•n. The Am:AUSAS 

avoided. their .attacks by the s:i rn.~)le exp e a_ient of shifting berth 

after sunset. All Farragut's squaclron plus the Ram S1fl.IPTER, 

passed down as per plan V' ithout receiving- or inflicting- any but 

trivial damage. The .ARY...AHSAS was hit once. Hov1ever, .at least 

Farragut had joined u 11 with Captain Crav en, and 0n emy shor o bat

teries v:ero no longer across the line of his su 0:r,1y from New Orlean °·. 
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none ot' his flEir t were to :)D.Sn a. ove Vic1::sbu:cr again. 

On Julr 20th , 5 days [..,f tor his J.£:.st run past , .H1 arragut 

renoivecl ordoro fror.1 the De:mrtrm!:1t d1..::ted 14th to c::et his ves-

sels belov Vieksburf!: .aJ3 soon as -.;,0ssihle ~ On the 

SL I:JE :. 3 HIS SIS SL??I VALLEY 

24th he 8ailecl for Hevv Orlear~s where he arrived on ~8t.h :i.fter 

mur.h difficL.1lty on ace;ount o£ the ·falling 1·iver .. 

Far.::TFU t I s next movement v· as a gain :.l ~) the River on 6 P.ugus t, 

Wo-rd had cone th& t the Confederates were to a t ·:.ack the smal 1 

garrison at Bi,tori :2ouge and that the ARY.:AtTSA 8 v:as proceedir2g 

dow~ s tr ear.J t' rom Vicksburg to assist.. U)on Farragut I s arrival 

at Ba.ton Tiouge on AUf:"USt 7 he v-·a:-,, informed that the ARY...AFSJ1S had 

been destroy1=:H1 by :1e ::..· own crm, , . 

The I~SSEX should, hovrnvert be ~iven crecU·ij for this. She 

did. not cl irec tly dest ro7 the Confederate but r. he ,cras the i ndir~c t 

cause . The JiRJ:AUSA3 g_·onnd.ec1. Fr.ile on h 1:i}' v·a7 c3-ovrn to Baton 

Rouge. \/hile tLus u1Jable to L~neuver tre BSSEX came upon .ter . 

In order to :,revent ca_) uu e by the · 'Cl <:-n:;,~r 
J..Jl.J ,,,)-1..,L~ t 

of tLe .AnL'1USJ1S ord.erecl t;he vessel lmrnec . 

the co mE1arc:.i ng cf t:i c er 

On ~~PffUSt 16 tho s-ne.11 1.Jr:Jj_on garrison was V'i thd.rav :n frryr,1 

_a ton Rou ,::;8 Encl Far:..-ar:ut r r~turnocl to rev 1 Orleans . 

R~CES'S 

SI, IDE : 3 MIS SIS SIP :?I VA 11:SY 

Th~ ill - ~c1visecl e::-pe11jt-io11 u 3) the ]ivor ri..ac1 eone little real 

t;·oo d for tlie Federal cam:ie. For tl·e Coni:'eCe1:c1tes it is true they 

lost some VE:luable vessels they could not replace , but it E.lso gave 



2255 
~ 

- 31-

them an a-,)'Jrer.iation of the value of :preseTving for their use 

at least ;arts of the n· .::,1ver . This ~purre~ them to great activi-

ties in st r engtheninl'.! their -;iosition . They imr.iediately started 

establishing stronger noints of defense 1:Lt Vicksbur rr. and at Port 

Hudson tv,o hundren miles below . Vlith these two positions suf

ficiently stroni:2: to -prevent the Feaerals entering the waters be

tween them , the Confederates hope d to insure to tl.emselves com

plete access to the v!est through the Red. River . They vrould thus 

have li?ht draft communic 1::..ti on to the Gulf ana_ would have water 

communication toth,e suppl y of stores from Texas and Louisiana. 

This v::2.0 vital to them and they were now fully aporeciative of 

th e irn po rt an c e of ho 1 a.in g this c on tr o 1 . 

SL l])E : 2 GULP OF in~x IC 0 

I n early August Farrwut passed on t j_nto the Gulf , disposed 

his vessels for the con du ct of the coast blockade and he in the 

flagship, proce ecled to Pensacola where re arrived August 20, 1862 . 

Hore he received his commission as a near Admiral dated July 

16 , 1862 . He was the first officer in the American Pavy to fly 

an Adr.liral ' s flag. He remains the foremost Admiral our Navy bas 

pr oducec:l. Pens&cola is n0 a r Mobile v·hich was now the cantre of 

ac ti vi ty of tho blockade run ne rs . 

SLIDE: 3 J.USSISSIPPI VALIBY 

However , ]I'arragut realized that 0"9erations again:: t this part 2.t 

this tino w,Juld be fruitless without oOOl')Or&tion of troops a.shore 

an d as the Fnion land forc us hereabouts v-cr0 ocC:upi od :further 

north to dooid od. that the Mississip -)i s'till r omc.:iin..;C the most 

irnportE;..l'.lt field for a naval off en sive if s.ny troops could bo ma.do 
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available in that area. Ee therefore reco"'l!"Jencled to the Depart

ment that a combine<'l sxpecUti on be undertaken; and that shore 

forces secure positions ffi.ptured and these positions used as 

bases from v·hich to e}tend the operations furt.ter up the river. 

Re specifically a.dvonatec.. that Baton Rouq:e 1:Je occu·)iea as a base 

from v:hich to OY)erate a:?"ainst Port Euclson tv•elve milesaoave. In 

this recommendation the Department v &s in accora_ and Parragut 

ord .ered the RICIDWlill and tv ro gunboats to Baton Rouge to cover the 

lana inr: of troops from trans'..)arts. 

SLIDE: 7 GALVESTON HARBOR 

While av.1ai ting the army to ';)repare for this combined mov~

ment, all v·as not going v•ell vi. th the coa -:,t blockade. The Con

federates had ca:9turea . Galveston and the Union vessels in the 

harbor • .Again, t\"O sailing vessels of the s~1cuadron v·ere ca ~1tured 

by steamers. This discre~itable series of episodes greatly morti

fied Parragut who disp £. tchec _ Captain H. H. Be 11, his former chief 

of staff, to insure the resstablishment of the blockade et Gal

veston. U;)On his arrival off Galveston, Bell ordered the HATTERAS 

to investigage a sail v.hich had been s .if:·ht e d. It proved to be th e 

Ccnfederate ALABM.i.A for v•hich the E.A':.;TERAS v•&s in no ,.,ay a match 

and the latter v·as speedily sunk, In ad r'i tj_on to this bad news 

came the information t h at the CRETO, a Confecl e rate cruiser built 

by tho Bri ... ist, h ad sucC"'essfuny run the blockade out of Mobile 

on Januar y 15, 1863 and ·was nov · on th e hicrh seas. All these inci

dcn ts Farragut consid erec! as brin~ 112' discrcdi t to his comrmnd. 

SLIDE: 3 1.IIS SISSIPPI VALLEY 

_ !LJanv•hilc., Acl.m iral Portor, v,h o com''E. nder' th '.:l Kissi s sipn i 
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Squadron v1as, du rim~ the mid, 1 le of December, 1862 before Vicks

burg su?portirr- the activities of the land foroes. In an attempt 

to secure command of the river immediately below Vicksburc;, Forter, 

on the second of Februar::.~ successfully ran the ram QUEEN of the 

WEST past the batteries follov•ed ten days later bJ" the irnnclad 

INDIA1!0LA~ Tv10 days after the artival o:f the latter -ves~el, the 

QUEEN of the W:::JST ran aground under a battery and was captured. 

This -vessel tre Confederates reilaired e.ncl. then v.•ith her attacked 

and captured the Il!DIAPOLA. This uut an end to Porter's attempt 

to secure the. t part of the river. 

The Ul)-river squadron havingfailer. to secure the river, 
-1 

Farragut determined to vrait no longer befo::e comnencing opera-

tions to v·o i·k u_:.:,st ream f ro':1 b el ov· v!ith or ,~·i thou t the assistance 

of the erm;r. 

On Mer ch 12, 1863, he arrived off :3a ton :2.oure and tv10 days 

le.ter anr.hol'er ;iust above Profits Isle.nd :::even i'1ileo below Port 

Hudson, his irnmecJiate objective. 

SLIDE: 30 PORT HUDSOIT 

In a;:rnroaching Port Hudson from a owns tream the course is 

nea. rly Hor th f ollov:ed by a turn of o '\1'31' ninety r1 egre es to t.b.e 

left for some distance on a course aba 0 t \:lest South West . Port 

Hudson is situ .tod on the ~ast side just belo~ the bend and from 

it batteries extended a mile and a half dov:r:: the river. The guns 

wem mounter ori hluffs frnm eighty to a hu!1dred feet hit1,h. Be

tween tbe two r'.Jaches and o·))Osite to the iro,m i:,, a lov· narrow 

point from vrhich a dar:r-erouf' shoal exten0.fl , the channel running 

close to the East bank. 
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As only one side of his vessels v1ould be en e:agec1 in passing 

the batteries and as they consisted of heavy and light ships, 

Farre.gu t directed that for the passage each .heavy ship secure a 

lighter vessel on its disengaged side. Thus the heavi:rnt bat

teries wou la be engaged, the lighter vesP els prot ecteo and the 

marieuverinp.: ability in rmking shal"'.') turns would be increased. At 

ten o'clock on the nig-h t of Murch tv 1elfth the squadron got under

,~·ay in -:,airs as follows: HARTFORD and ALBATROS; RICHMOND and 

GENESEE; MONOUGAHELA, and Kil~:CO; v·i th the MISSISSIPBI, a large 

side-wheeler bringing U:? the rear. Just as they v·ere v·ell under

way, a steame-r wus seen a"'.)')roaching from aown the river creating 

a great deal of r1oise v· ith her engines and turnin? on flarir.g 

lights. \•'hile time and secrecy v·as the essence of success to 

Farragut he nevertheless slowed down until the stranR'er came along

side. It v·as learned tha.t she .ta.a a message from General Banks 

to the effect that his army was still camped about five miles in 

the rear of the Port Hudson batteries. The ,arrival of this ves

sel w0;s most inopportune becanse instantly tre squadron's move

ment 'as noter. by the enemy U>1n the East Bank and lar.o.;e fire 

rafts we re 1 i ght ed c-.nd set ad.rift i 11 nr1irn . ting the river and 

throv:ir:g the shi;,s in bold 1·elief . Neither the disadvantages 

created by re vinr to stop nor the intelligence t.tat the army v:•as 

not ready to cooier2te made ... 1:e sligr ,test ctari~e in Par ·agut's 

plan. Hi8 o-pinion of General Benks he thus er•Jressed: "He mi~t 

as well be in fTew Orl~ans 01.· at Baton Rouge for all the good he 

is doing us. 11 
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SLIDE : 31 FARRAGUT OFF PORT HUDOON 

Regardless of the unfavorable conditions, now e~ist ing, 

Farragut adhered to his ~lan . .At eleven 0 1 clock the HARTFORD 

had passed the lower batteries and was subjectecl to a furious 

fire . This was returned by the ships including the mortar 

schooners which ,. with the iron clad ES Sl:X,, were ooveri ng- the 

passage with a hea v y bombardment . 

At this time, . there was little or no wind, this and the 

damp atmosph8re of the river caused the snoke from the guns to 

settle in a fog.:..like bank upon the water. . The ships wer e soon 

gro p ing blindl y , while the Confeclerate batterie s vi1ere firing at 

fixed ranges covering the channel . nven under favorable circurn- , 

stances the rnost skillful nav igc:.1.ti on v,rouJ.d be required to pilot 

safel y lar ge shi p s through s u ch an intric a te water n1y ~ Fortun

ately for the HARTFORD, Farrw·ut red directed that a voice tube 

be installecl fro m the mizzentop to the helmsman, Thus the HART

F01~D1S -pilot was able to conn the ship from an elevated position 

above the smoke. The other ships in the squadron hacl failed to 

make this provision and the result was soon ap":larent, As it was., 

the HARTFORD nearly ran aground virb en making the sh a rp turn to the 

Westward. She was only able to clear b y her cons ort going full 

speed ast ern while the HARTFOl·m 1s engines went ahead. In a short 

tim the HARTPORD was safel y b y , Th e RICHMOND,. ne x t in line, w~s 

not so fortu n.s,.te. As she re a ched the turn. a shot passed through 

her boil er ro om ca r r y ing a way h er safety val -ves. Thus rendered 

helples s , s he might still ha ve been safely towed by the batteries 
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by tl:e ilElmSBS haa. not her Ca1?tain o rderecl_ the ships to turn am 
both vessels v,·ere cnrriec! cl_ovrnstream. The MONO!TGAHELA, neYt in 

column, struok a shoal V'ith such force that the lashings of the 

KINDO parted. 

By desperate efforts she managed to ba~k clear but engine 

failure made her unmanageable. Fortunately she a.rifted down-

SLIDE: 32 U.S.S. MISSISSIPPI 

stream clear of tbe 2ction, The 1 ast ship in the column, the 

1HSSIS8IPPI, likewise suffered from the blinding smoke and struok 

a shoal close to the bend V'here sr..e rerfL ined hard and fast aground. 

In this helpless 1)osi tion, the batteries quickly got her 

range and inflictea _ beE..vy darmP-e. After thirty-five minutes of 

des~rate but fruitless effort to cret clear , her commandi rg of

ficer orclered her to be set on fire anc1 the ship abandoned~ At 

three 0 1 clock in the morning sr..e floatecl and drifted c. ov'n the 

river in flames . Fortunately she clearefl the vessels below . 

SI, IDE: 30 PORT HUDSON 

Later she blew up ,ana was a total loss. 

Thus, the HARTFORD and ha~ small consort , the ALBATROSS~ 

were the only vessels v:hich sucoeeciea . in passing the batteries • 
• 

This constituted a serious check to Farragut 1 s projected opera-

tions because Vic ks burg was two hundrec' miles above Po rt Fudso n 

and wr.ile these two ves s els were sufficient to blockade the en

trance to the .cten ::Ziver, t:b..ey could . not c-ompletely cover all 

1 ines of r! ommnn ic c' tion in that district. This failure cannot be 

attribut0cl to arn· fault of Farragnt 1 s tactical aispositions •. 
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One may euy th at he soulc 1 Lave mude obligatory on all ships the 

:)recaution he tE.d insisted _ on the HAE TFO:.-/D; that of installing 

a voice tube frorn one of the tops to the belmsraan , still only 

one shi7 failed to pass due to running a i;r,:-:·ound; the RICHMO!TD'S 

failure was due to enemy eunfire, and the MIS3ISSIP.J?I'S loss 

was p rimari 1 y d1.1 e to an error made by her pilot. 

SL IDE : 3 MIS SIS SI PP I VAL.LEY 

Feeliq; that the Reel . ... "iiver could not be closecl by only tVIo 

ships , Farragut slov 1ly ~ s sed up the River . He destroyed stores 

en r ou te which had accumul uted on the levees an d on Murch nineteen

th came to anchor t welve miles below Vic1.rnburis . He -was now in 

need of coal. Farragut communicater1 wi t?i. Grant now in charg-e of 

the siege of Vicksburg who turned ~ oal barges adrift above the 

town an<:! these, s afel y fl m..ctii~ :;;>ast t h~ Confer ,erate positions, 

were )ickecl up by th e F...Al~TI:'ORD'S boats . 

In order to au.grmnt hi s srmll for~e, ] 1ar ·cHgut directerl two 
the 

of /Ell et rams wb. i or, V"ere anch o red above Vicksbu r g to join h i m. 

ThrouP,'h e O':le error in judgment , in r unning the batteries, these 

rams we re in rancre of the shore guns at day b reak . The result was 

that on e 1r as su nk v1.t, ile the ot h er, the SV'ITZ:cRLA NJ?, received a shot 

throu£"h her boiler s but driftecl to safet ~r "'._E.St th e batteries . The 

SWITZERLAND wa s quickly r e:x:S_recl e nd on the tV11ent y - seventh of 

:March v·ith tbe I-.LA?.Tl10RD and A2:.iBATROSS, s tood a_oVlm the river and 

took st a tion off the mouth of the Red Riv er . 

SLIDE: 33 FLOTILLA PASS ING VICKSBURG 

On April sixteenth Port e r successfully ran the batteries 

at Vicksburg with a la.r go numoor of s h ips. Thus the MississipDi 
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squadron was gradually cor1trollif€: that -ps.rt of the river as 

Farragut red origirally ple.nned. Porter joine<'l Farragut on the 

fourth of May and the latter feeling his personal . presence no 

longer necessary returned to Nev.r Orleans on the eleven th of May 

v i a one of the bayous. 

Upon the surrender of Vicksburg on the fourth of July fol

lowe cl by that of Port Hudson five days later , Far :;:agut turned 

over to Adrni ral Porter too comr:iand of al 1 the Miss is si:ppi above 

New Orleans. 

on Aur.;ust first he sailet't north with the HARTFORD, RICRrnrrn. 

and BROCH~LYU and ar~ived in l!ev:• York on the tentb f or refit. 

SL IDE: 2 GULF OF MEXICO. 

With the advent of the y ear 1864 the blockade of the Southern 

:ports h&d beco me more ef ' ectJ.ve, the onl y ports remainin{; in Con

federate hands being, Galveston anc . Mobile- Due to the fact that 

the Mississip )i v·a s no w under :b,ede ral control , there was small 

advantage in the -s:ioss essio11 of Galveston; 2.nd Mobile remained as 

the major port from whl ch the cargoes carried by th e blockade 

runners oould be trc.ms ;)orted into the interior. 

Prior to the wur, Mobile ranked next in impo :rtanc e to Nev, 

Orleans as a s e ap ort. It had excelJ.Bnt communications both by 

waterwa y s and r a ilro b.ds and as the ne e c'l.s of t.h e Conf e cler acy be

came more ur gent e ach cla;y , the risdom of Farragut ' s recommenda

tion to the Dep2.rtm ent t hat operations against this port be com

menced i mmedia t el zr a ft er t he fa 11 of nev 1 Orleans became mo re a ncl 

more a.p ;)arent. Th is -plan merel y concerned control of the Bay 

itself as an ac tu a 1 oc cup:: ti on of the city vrou ld re(,,ru.i re a large 
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number of troops while only a comparatively SIIBll force v·ould be 

necessary to hold the fort vt, ich commanded the main ship channel. 

Since the fall of I!ev· Orleans, the defenses about Mobile 

had been greatl:: 1 streng,thenec. Word hao. been received that the 

Confeaer&tes were construating a formidable rem v·hich v· ould be 

capable of not onl v ad r1 ing greatly to the defense of the Bay but 

would be strorg enough to cl rive the blockading squadron from the 

vicinity of the entranoe. This spurred the Do·~ rtment to action 

and .:B'arra®t, then e.t New York. was directed to consider and make 

reoommencla.tions relative to maki~ an attack before the com;.)letion 

of this vessel. 

On the twentieth of January. 1864, Farragut arrived at 

SLIIE: 34 MOBitE BAY 

New Orleans, hc:..ving stopped off the bar at Mobile Bay enroute. 

and made a reconnaissance v·i th two gunboats a·9proaching ,r.·i thin 

three miles of the forts r-,.1.£1.:i.·ding tm entrance, He then re".'lorted 

to the Department that he felt that with one ironclad in addition 

to his present aommand, he cotild destroy the Confeaerate force 

in the Bay ane. then r educ8 the forts v ith the cooperation of 

about five thou sane . troops. He insif'tec. u-oon the, ironclad joining 

before making the attempt. 

The city of Mobile .is situated thirty mileR from the Gulf 

near the head of Mobile Ba ,r. Entrance is made to the Gulf be-

tween Mobile Point ana. Dauphin Island. On the end . of Mobile 

Point was locate d Fort Morg:E:.n , the principal defense, guarding 

the main shlp channel, 
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At the l'.~aste1~n end of Dau:ohin Island \~·es the smalle:r Fort 

Gaims. The distance between the forts was th1,ee miles. Be

tween Dauphin Island and the rra inland ran shoal channels avail

able only for vessels of ver.,. li.Q:bt draft-. the deepest of v·hich 

was guara_ed by a small earthv ·ork called Fort Powell. 

The situation was now V'!hether Farragut could marshall his 

forces to attacl'.:: before the cor.1IJ13ton of the Confederate ram 

TENleSSEE. This vessel v•as destined tD play a large part in the 

su c c e e di n P.: op er E· t i o ns • 

S L]J)E ~ 35 C .S.S. T~NNESSt~ 

She v,ras designecl and built solely for the s11ecib.l Y'ork in 

Mobile BP:,. Drav•ing- but fourteen fe~t she was tv•o hundred and 

nine feet long, forty-eight feet beam. F::)On her hull was erected 

a house-like structure v· ith sides slo::_Jjn? at an cn9:le of thirty

four drP:,"rees ana C',0verAd with iron plating six inches thick for

ward and aft and five in ch es thick on the broads ides. !J.1his iron 

shell extended tv·o feet belov· the v·8 terline. She V'&S thus virell 

protected ~ainst anything- hut tl 0 e mos t powerful ram. The bat

tar~- consi s ted of six long range riflecl cannon, tv.ro on each broad

side a nd on e at each end. The broadsic1e gun s v:re:r.e six inch rifles 

while thebov r and st ern guns V'ere seve n inch~ The re vi1as fitted 

a formidable ram. Her main weakness v·a s her en~ines \"hich could 

g ive but a speecl of only six knots. 

On the e io.:hte enth of Uay the buila _ers of the TENNESSEE had 

v·on the rane and the ram wa o anchored . in the Bay before Farraa-ut 

was read y , 
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SI, IDE: 34 HOB IL?~ BA'f. 

For it ~'as not until the latter part of July that the i:ron-

clads commenced to arrive, 'l1hese ironclar,s ~orEisted oftwo sea-

going monitor_s, the TtCUMSEH and MANHATTAIJ, single-turreted vrith 

two fifteen inch 0,11ns. Also there V''ere two river monitors, the 

WINtJEBJl.GO and CHICKASAW, each mounting 4-11" guns in two turrets. 

The l.atter were excellent vessels for the work at hand. 

It should be renmed at this time that many a lesser man 

than l!'arragut after the successes J·e had achieved, would not 

hq,ve sho1,11.rn the infinite patience he o.isplayea but would have es

sayed an attack in order to forestall the arrival of the TEUNESSEE. 

Had h8 done S(lr, d.isaster would sv.rely have av 1ai ted him, as the 

Confederate defenses we re very strong, The c.hanne 1 f o:rts mounted 

38 hec:::.vy <4Uns while the forts at New Orleans had mounted 48-24 

pounders. Afloat, the Confederates had three river gunboats, 

the SELMA, MORGAF, and GAINES. Altogether these rmde the defen

ses of Mobile mud: stronger than those Farragut had encountered 

at new Orlesn s. 

SLIDE: 36 ENTRANCE TO MOBTI,E ?AY 

:?rom the sand bank extending EastwE .rd from Dauphin Island, 

a line of -;;i iles reel been driven in the direction of Fort Morgan 

nearly to the enge of the channel. Here the piles stopoea, and 

a triple line of torpedoes wae le.id across the channel to within 

-one hundred yards of the fort where a narrow gate :permitted the 

passage of friencUy vessels, These lines of mines were stagaered

thus makinR it impossible to cross the lire without encountering 

at loo.st one of t.tem. All the mines vre1"El of the contact type, 



I ';' 

2255 
3-29 

-42-

All :preµ:iration8 for tr.e dc:.·ence vere ,··1ac1l~ knovn to :5'ar,.·a

gut by deserter8 am; refui:::-ees. In £.cJ!itinn he learner, rnrnh from 

reconm :~issanoes l'hd.e by hiB of.::'ioers . /,s tt.e torpec1o V''as prac

ticrnl ly a.n ir.ovati on j_n nE v~l v·urf2re , I'ar1~L.gut cUc1 not consider 

it as very im:;;iortnnt &S l':e kneF the v-r3&.[}0n et t bat time Vl'&S only 

im_1erfec'cl y t:..evelo 1Jed . Hm,-,rcvor, he a.etermined to aviod t.be mine 

f iele i :2 at a 11 po s si hle a11 r'i. ·•)ass tl:rou9:L tl:e clear channel neY t to 

the fort . 

On tl~e third of Au~n1.st 1864 in o.cro:::ccxice rith the )re - ar

ranfec. ·)lar ,. ith the arm~r. Genera l Granc-er Lncled . fi neen bnnarea. 

troops u·-1on Dan:1hin Isl one'" On the eveninr o: the follov:ing: &-'ly , 

the RICEMOND and. i 1:'::Jcuw=n:;H errive(' thus comvletirJP: the sc.:.uac.ron . 

'.l.1he we: ther co nili ti ons V'hiC:}· , 1\:. .. rra,q-nt ctesi:r.ec'~ fo~ th0 E. tt&ok vrere 

.,_He sent on the :fifth . H8 1·ishec 1 the Vl7 ind ±'ro '1 the \lest whereby 

fort . He liker·ise ·1J.c..nn'3d to m~~ke the~Jas;::r~J on the flooc'l. ti<3.e 

1Nhi ch woulc'l oarry ·u1v clisr.tLl0d v 1:rn ·nl ~)a ::t thG fort . 

SI IDn: ;:;7 Plan of :~n tr:r. 

His ?12.n of attaok was sjmila:r to tt&t em=1loyea. at Por t Hudson 

int.tat tl1e li~·hter vess •Jls 1rere lasher. to the ·.)Ort side of the 

heavy V'O otlen ships • 

In &ce:01.·cle.nce with this ;:,lan, at fom.~ 0 1 clock tn t.t o morning, 

the ligbtor ve sse ls v·ent alonr-,;sicle Eind sem1rod. to tr.eir nonsor ts 

and at sj_x-thirty tho column was formed ano. steamed slow l y ahead. 

Th tJ f ai.r monitors st oocl. fl.ov'n from Sand Itiland and took s ta-

tion ah-".rncl and to ::1tr~rb0Hrd of the main ~olumn. 
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At six fifty - five , the fla•."lt was in fo1·mf~tion am. the 

TECUMS~::H v1hi oh led the: colunm of rnoni to1·s fire d two ranging 

shots at the fort . Ten mirmtes later , Fort Mor~ar:J opened 

SLI:DE: 36 EU'11rtAUCE 'l'O l.i:OBI1E BAY 

with all fsUns concentratin'~ on the BROOI:LYN 1nhich could reply 

only with her bow !2;\lns as her broaa_siae could not ye t bear. The 

fire was then taken up by the wooden shi"ps. As at Port Hudson, 

the HARTFORD1 S :pilot was stationed in the main top while Farragut 

in order to gc:.in an unobstructed view of the engagement climbed 

into the 'cc)ort main rig ,'!ing ascendina as thA smoke increased in 

density. IJo nar :tat ive of the Bat·cle of Mobile Jay could be com

plete without mentioning the incident V'hi(:h novv to ok :pl8.ce. 

SLIDE: 38 KlWWLES 

As Farragut slowly ascended. the ri sT·ing r atline by ratlir ,e, 

Captain Drayton ~1oted his position s.nd orderec' ~uarte1·rester 

Knowles to t&l·e t'. -pi9CG of let d line and seoure the Aclmiral. 

What follo\c180 is best told in Ynmi>leR 1 ovrn v1ords , "I want 

up withe piece of le2.d line and ;-1ac~e jt fast to one of the for

ward shrouds and then took it around the admiral to the after 

shroud and maae it fast there. The admiral said , 1 never mine. 
' 

I'm all ri!2.'ht', but I v·entabead and obeyed crders . 11 

S],!DE: 36 EHT:U\HCE TO MOBILE nAY 

.As the column near eel the fort, the 'i':CIHJ:SSSE'E which h9.d been 

behind Port Morgan together \•1ith the gunboats nov' took a position 

enfilading the channel and opened a galling fire. 

The monitors and the colwnn of wooclen vesEels ap-proachec' the 
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line of torpecloes and v'ere headed for the narTovi• gate iri the 

channel. Captain c-,...aven in the TECUMSEH was about three hundred 

yards ahead of tbe B:tOOKLYN, V''hen he sav• that he could not pass 

inside the bnoy which marked the channel; tu.med his ship in 

order to swir:g clear . InnitlentaJ.ly, the T:~Ntl:JSSEE, which Craven 

had )inked. for his antagonist , had nov 1 drawn to the ,rrestward. 

This is all \ii'e oan infer in the light of su.c~eed.i ng events be

cause the '£DCUMSEH now headed across the minefield di:cectly for 

the T3PF:SS8EE ,•·hj le the monitors followec. t!:e TECUMsmr. The 

BROOJ~I,Yt! discove·rinc; certain objects in he1· pE_th , stop,ed, and 

backed. . Such an action by the column lead.er could have but one 

result . The BROOKLYN drifted c.own upon the HARTFORD an ·d threvi' 

the column · into confusion .- Fortunatel7 the flood tide ke;,)t the 

vessels . he2.ded and drifting up the chunnel in the rir.ht direction. 

SL IDE: 39 DP,8'.l.1RUCTI0ll OF '.l.1nCUivtsEH 

The TECUMSEH v·he11 a bot2 t tv·o hundred yards from. the TE!TN~SSEE 

and still headec11:...cross the minefield , "\''as sudcenly seen to -yaw 

crazil~r to port ana. then plunge bow foremost to the bottom. The 

stage Y'as now set for a P.;eneral fiasco and romplete disaster, 

The BROOY.:LYU blocked the channel v1 bile the entire comm an a was 

• 
under a heavy enemy cross - f ir e . Farragut instantly signalled 

tbe BROOY.:LYIT to go ahead but that vessel a?",?arently \''as in the 

irons of indecision. :Realizin8 the critical situation, Farragut 

backed the er1p-ir1P-s of the M::;jTACOHJ~T and at the san1e tiIIB went 

ahead on the II}RTii10}U) 1 S eng-ires vhich swung the HARTFORD ancl . .her 

consort close vnde.,... the Etern of the BROOY.LYI1. As he passed this 

v essel a shout 1,11ras beard that there were tor·,eaoes ahead . 
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"Damn the tor:pec1oos , " exclr.imed . 11arragut a1Ht then ordered lloth the 

il.ARrrp~JHD u.n d }:t::T/iCmc.:1 1 to go full speef. nhead . 111'.is maneuver 

brought t.he Eld'.i.11!,0HD across the torpedo line abon t five hundre(: 

yards fro7n Mobile .?oint a.no. vrell to the 1;r0stvfard of tte buoy ana. 

although the torpedoes could be heard scra0jnf. the HAR'.PFORD'S 

bottom, fortunately none ex~_ilocled.. The :BROUI~LYl~ slov-'lY took J:)O

si tion astern of the EARTI·'ORD which w2.s nov,· lo: <din?" the column. 

SI, IDE_: 40 BATTLE OF 1vI0~ ILE B.AY 

The T~IHJESSEE V'l~ os e comr:ianier. !1Clr:iir8l Buchanan, had servec 

with Farr1:.1.fst1t in the U.S. Ilavy prior to the v·ar , determiner1 to 

concentrate his fatt8.ok on tre flEdtShip and i rnrrir:diately heacled 

for the HARTFORD. The LARTFORD eas iJ.;-1 a voi (ec. be i.n9.: ramme o. e.nd 

while returnil).".: the fire of the T::JHimss:;=:. cortinuer .ber course 

up the :Bay. As the T-'~1W~]SS1:E could :10t overtake the HARTFORD, 

Buchanan bee.dee, cl_o,,..~ the channal and }2?.rallele0 the column of 

·r·ooder.i shi ·z,s astern, '''he re the MOl!O!hiliHl~I ,.A 8heerec out of column 

and atte ,'r)tec : ~or~. Only a glari<1ing blov r ,~,as receiver . by t.re 

TErm :~s sm~ v· hi nh in turn ra1c eel the OHBID.A :_)J.ar i np_· a shot through 

her bo i 1 er s • 

1l1he P.A1{1.1FO:ID hacl nm,, red!hed th 8 tur:n of the cl:anne 1 v•here 

she o onld bring her ~owerful broadsi o~e to b ePr o 11 the Conf ea e"J'.'2. te 

gunboats. J:1t the first S[::.lvo , the GAIU}~S was r0r'uccf to a sink

ing condition . Farrar-ut sie:-nalled . his q:unbo&. ts to cha so these 

ves r3c ls v.rhoreu:Jon the METACOHET cut her lashint; s and entered u uon 
rain 

the pursuit . Ha:tc11~1 had the ·.)11.rsuit co'TI.:nenced V'hen a thick/squall 

cam-a u:J compl,J t ely obsouring both vessles. Under co-ver of the 
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squall the C.idi! .'~S and MORGAn header1 .about for .Fort Morr.-an which 

they reache ·1 in safety . 1.rhe SJJLMA, hovrnver, continued her course 

and when the squal 1 clear eel the t.L'LT.AC01.InT opener~ fire, vrhereupon 

the Confederate surrendered . 

Three hourr:1 after getting unc3-erway , the fleet md safely 

passed the fort and the HART.?ORD v!as anchoTed in the deepest 

part of the channel. I t ,r1as Farra .~ut ' s i11tentio:n to attack the 

TEIHrnSSBE a8 soon as breakfast hact been finished. It was evident 

that Farragut eJ-~~e ctea. Buchanan to t alee a dvant ag: e of bis 1 igh t 

draft and lone: ran '?,'El guns to d.estro~r the wooden . vessels at his 

leist1re. Hov~nver , Buchanan seernec' to have been obsessed vrith 

the idea of sinking the HP .. :RTFORD. Soon the T:IJNIT~S8EE vm s ob

served a·)proachinFr from under the P,tms of POi.~t Morgan. It v1as 

then a":narent that Buchanan had detorminod to engage in the last 

thing an cx;iariencod naval offic:or v•ould e:orir.-3ive - a moleo Ti th 

the Union fl0at at e:lose ranRes. 

SI, IDE : 3 5 C • S • S • TEN lJES SEE 

.Farragut imrr1Gc1iately dir oo ted tho monitors to attack her 

and signalled the wooden vossols to endoevor to ram. As the 

wooden vessels wore fast er than the monitors , the:.v arrivocl on the 
•" 

scone fi1·st and tho MOFOHGAEELA struck th(_1 TEEHJJSSEE sq_uaroly on 

tho starboard boam follov ·c d by tho LACKAWANITA v1hich ramn1ad hor on 

tho ~oort side. Tho two blows wcr0 struck v·ithin a period of five 

SLI DE: 41 HAR'.11r'ORD Airn '.l1EFITESSEE A~ CLOSE QUARTL'RS 

minutes. The HARTFOO.I) v·as no:<'t on tho srono and tho TENNESSEE 

turned tm "ard h,:JI' v•ith tho rJsult that tho tvro v ossols met hoad 

on , tho HART'B1C):m firoc1 sovcn ninc1 - inc h guns aga i nst the sid.o of 
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her antagonist v.rithout effect. In fact the combimd fire of the 

fleet was glancirg off the TENNESSEE' S side without apparent 

damage . As the L!CKAV'ANHA was mneuvering to repeat he:c attack 

she e oll ided with the HARTFORD I S port quarter with out serious 

damage . 

SLIDE : 40 BATTLE OF MOBILE BAY 

The situa.tion changed with the arrival of the monitors 

especially the CHICKASAW which took r..er position about fifty 

yards astern of the TENNESSEE and with her eleven inch guns fired 

shot after shot e.t the rate of nearly tv 'o a minute. The effect 

on the TTINMESSEE was immediate.. This heavy fire loosened he1.· 

plates, carried away :ter steering gear and smokepipe and:Pmbed 

three port shutters Which placecI that number of guns out of com

mission. 

SLIDE: 42 SURRENDER OF TENNESSEE 

Buchanan , ,as wounded very severely by an iron sp.inter and 

turned the corrnnand over to Captain Johnston. 

The situation of the T:SNNESS:SE was now hopeless. Her 

steerir:g gear had been destro y ed. She could no longer be man

euvered. For over half an hour, she was una b le • to bring a single 

gun to bear u-pon he r antB.?onis t and soon tb e pouncling of the 

CHICKASAW to ge ther with the fire of the other vessels showed 

further resistanc e u s el e ss. John s ton represented tbese facts 

to Buchanan wh o directed that the ship be surrendered . 

SL IDE: 34 l~OBILE BAY 

With th e surrender of the TENNESSEE the battle of Mobile 

Bay ended.; the engagement md lasted less than three hours. 
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With the land forces no operating in a comb inec't offensive 

against the forts. they '"ere soon to fall. . Fort Pov,ell was 

blown up and evacuated the c:ay of the battle •. On the follovring 

day,. Fort Gaines surrendered to General G1:·ange and on the twenty

third. Fort Morgan fell, 

Thus Mobile Bay came under the 00>mple te control of the 

Union arms and al though the city remained unce9turecl., that port 

thereafter ceased to exist as a Confede:rc . te source of supply fro '1 

the outside 1rorld. 

§.UDE: 43 AD:MIRAI, FAn:RAGUT 

In Farragut's work up the Mississi::,pi River, at NerN Orleans. 

and finally at Mobile he demonstrated his ' fitness for high com

mand. 

His estimates of the Broad situa.t ion always pointed to the 

best general course. 

His plans v1e i.·e bold in co nce:-9t ion• 

His prepare a ti ans were t horai fl!.. 

He stuok to his plans. 

In execution he met emergencies v1 ith quick., courageous, and 

sound decisions. 

These brou~hthim success. 

Because of the fine military ch9.racter of Admiral lParragut 

thei American navy aan :po.int \'' ith -,ride to tre im:?ortant pert it 

:;;ilayed in the :preservation of the Union of the Unit eel. States. 






