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J-13-1 ~ DESTROYER FORSOE, ATLANTIC FLEET,
JrmiGma ! U,S.S.SEATTLE, FLAGSHIP,
At Sea, Lat. 36-12 N., Long.75-31 W,
11 January 1917.
From: Commander, Destroyer For ze
e}H Destroyer Force

SUBJECT: Translation of a Garman Account of the Battle of
Jutland.,

1. The Cowmwmandcr, Destroyst Force has received from Com-
wander Gherardi, Naval Attache' at Berlin, a translation of an
account of the Battle of Jutland, taken frow a book recently
published by a German Retired Rear Admiral, The Force Commander
has had a number of cogpics made of this translation for the in-
formation of the officers of the Destroysr Force and he takes
Pleasure in sending a copy to you,

ALBERT GLEAVES,
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THE BATTLE OFF THE SKAGERRAX, accoraing t©o

REAR ADMIRAL vom HOFE (retired),

The following is a translation of a part of "Cur
¥leet 1n the World War 1914-1216", whose author is Rear Admiral

Kalan vou Hofe, a retired officer who has often written on
naval subjects for the press,

Before the book could be published, it had, of course,
to pass tarough the censorship (Press Bureau of the Adimiralty
Staff) and therefore any points of tne battle which are regarded
<& confidential have been eliminated. WNevertheless it appears
to we to give the wost connected narrative yet publisnked in
cexrmany, as well as vetter diagrams -- the latter tc be found
on pages 175, 17¢, 183, 185 and 121, Certain ininor Jdescriptions

in the article assist in getting a picture of the action in the
lltind..

On the 31st of lay at dawn the German High Sea
Flieet left Wilhelmshaven, the scouting groups and torpedo-
boat flotillas in advance and forming on the march to the
north a broad belt which on ths vight approached closely
the western coast of the Jutland peninsula, The thick
mist which hovered over the Jade Zuring the night hed
settled sowewhat after passing Wanzeroog and Helgolani;
but the sky remained overcast, the sun trying in vain to
break throuzh the clouds which were hanging pretty low over
the sea, Under these circumstances the High Sea Flest
could not expect the cooperation of the naval airships and
nydroaeroplanes, The reconnaissance had to be left to
the cruisers, a very Jdifficult task comnsidering the thick
weather and one which could only be carried out satisfactor-
ily because all the ships had radio installations walch
permitted tne transmissicn of informaticn from all places
of the reconnoitring belt and placed the admirals in a
position to receiwve the wost rapid iaforvication of the
sighting of the enemy, his streangth and his movements.
Frow the scouting ships nothinz could be seen of the enewy,
the smaller craft.on watch as advance posts which the fleew
passed could report nothing of importance, The cheerful
1wood which was noticeavle on all the suips in the early )
worninyg gave way to Jdisappointment when &t noon no news had
artivea that enemy ships had been sighted. The cruisers
which had pushed ahead thirty to forty wiles to the nortn
would scon sizht the coast oif Norway and would then nave to
return, and another cruise was made in vain,
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A sliznt northwest wind hal risen ani it commenced
to rain. In the afternoon the sun broke at times through
the clouds and it appeared «s thouch the weather would
clear up, Then at 4:30 in the afternoon the report flew
through the fleet that enswy cruisers had been sighted in
the north, On the left wing of tie reconnoitring line,
about seventy sea ailes frow tne coast of Jutland, the look-
out in the crow's-nest of the swsll cruiser FRANKFURT had
Jdiscovered a group of enewny's cruisers consisting of four
ships, accowpanied by a larze nuwber of destroyers, steering
soutn at full speed, As answer to this report, Vice
Aluiral Hipper gave tue order to attack. Tue cruisers
or the lonz-drawn-out rscoancitring line asseubled as
Tast as possible with their -anits on the Adwiral ships
winicn hkad alreadly taken course in the direction of the
enemy. Tne Engzlish cruisers on taeir part had also
discovered tue enemy and =fter hoving established ths
superiority of the latter, hei turnel off and sped oif
in 2 nortawestsrn course; several shots were excnanzed
at a very long renge which 113 not hurt anybody. Tae
English cruisers could report to their commander, Vice
Admiral Beatty, who nad returned from a cruise to ths
southern North Sea during wnich he had not sizhteld the
enemy, at 4:52 not only the sighting of the enswy but also
his supevrior force. The flagship of Vice Admiral Beatty
wasd at the tise about one hundred ssa niles west of Hanst-
holi, Tas Gerinan cruisers followed at high speea, the
II. Scouting Group with the tcrpedoboat flotillas in advance,
followed by the I. Scouting Group consisting of tle lar_ e
cruisers under the personal comuwand of Vice Adnival Hiopsr,

Sketch I. :
Position of thie opposing fleects
on the early afternoon of Muy 3lst, 1816,

On the 30th of .Lxy the oifferent squaarons and
fiotillas of the Enzlishi Arinada =i left their narbors «nd
wncacring places to attacx the Gerian High Sea Fleet in
Case the latter shouli azain atiecudt to make « T-il on tie
aaval ports of the eastsrn coast of England, for waldca tusy
appeared to find indications in #ne reporteld activities
west of Helg oland Jduring tihe preceding weex, Strong
«i8satisf-.ction wes b2ing wwnifssted in Enzland LBy o 1ot
»0rticn of Twe English people over itus continuci 1aadtiviwy
Ct Cu3 Gron. Fiset wuich wad succesdia_ neitiner in slerv-
ing out Cer..i.ny nor in suppressing the "U" boat danzer and
which &zl proved itself incapnable of preventing the repeaitec
attacks of CGerwan cruiscrs on tie Enzlish coasts. The Allics
2130, e3pecizlly France, acu entreated the Englisn GoverniolL:t
to finally w=ixe use oi its surerior naval forces ani cut ofl -
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Germany completely from the north. Tac First Loard of the
Admiralty, to calin the population, hal even announced in a
letter to the Mayors of Yarwouth and Lowestoft, dated May 8th,
a change in naval sirategy to the effect that a special
squadron would be staticnsix before tias southern part of the

coast and that the Grand Fleet would be given great freedou
to develop its power.

From noon of llay 30th, the assembled English Battle-
snip fleet, unuer commend of Admiral Jellicoe, steamed back
and forth between Scotland and the southern point of Norway;
further south, so that cooperation was possible at any tiuwe,
was the bulk of the English cruiser fleet wnich haa farthe
advanced its feelers in order to watch the movements of the
German fleet, The mein flset consisted of the 1lst, 2nd and
4tn battleship squadrons, the 3rd battle cruiser squadron,
thae lst and 2nd cruiser sJjuedrons, the 4th light cruisex
8quairon and the 1lth and 12th destroyer flotillas., The 3xd
battleship sguadron, consisting of 12 battleships of the
KIIG EDWARD class and several older dreadnaughts, had been
gent to the Thawes with the intention of engazing the Gerwan
Hisn Sea Fleet in its raid to the west, to hold it long enough
8o that tne Arwmada from the north could appear and attack it
in the rear. Adwmiral Beatty, who comaznded the lst and 2nd
battle cruisser squadrons, the 1lst, 2nd and 3rd light cruiser
squadrons, as well as the 1lst, 9th, 10th and 13th
destroyer flotillas, had attached to his ctmmand also the
5th battlesiaip squadron which contained the five fastest
ships of tne English flset, armed with 38 cm. zuns, to
enable aiw either to bring quick assistance to the
attacLed ord battlesinilp squadron ia tae south or, in case
the Gerwman fleet saould uaaertage one of its customary raids
in the Skagerrax, to cut off its retreat at Horns Reef or
to engage it otherwise so as to enable ths assewbled Grand
Fleet to participate. The high speed of ths zroups under
his coiwand, all developing a spesd of wore than 2335 sea
wiles, offcred the best possible sscurity for the success
of one of tusse plans and perwittea Vice Adwmiral Beatty in
case of unfavorable circu.ustances to extricate niwself frow
Ll SdTEficulity.

If a large nuaper oi. fast cruisers ave in wotion
at full speed, their route is lesiznated by a thick, black
cloud forwmed by tihe sicks fron the swokestacks of tae
various ships wlicn, risias, is visivie ai i up in tae
skizs for a lon, tiwe., Tae cruiser chase in « north-
westerly directicn wad coantinued an nour wasn tae German
COumienier in ths west cnind twe BEn lish coumandet in the east
liscovered ne:zvy clouds of s..oke, Al.iral Hipper soon
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after discovered two groups of large ships which stood out
in bolad relief against the clear background of the western
S£y and which appeared to be stzering a southeasterly
course. He turned his ships towards this wore note-

wor thy zdversary anda approached him at hizh speed. At

5:45 in the afternoon, when the head of ths German High Sea
Fleet was well within forty sea wiles south, the firing of
the Lheavy artillery began siatltaneously between the two
fizhting lines on a south-southeastern course and at a
range of 13,000 w, On the Germen side, Vice Adwmiral

Hipper on his flagship Luetzow, the large cruisers Dexrf-
flinger, Moltke, Seydlitz ana.Von Der Tann; at a greater
distance the small cruisers of the II. Scouting Group with
tne torpedoboat fiotilias, the latter having sighted in

the west two other ensmy cruiser groups with destroyer
flotillas, With the English, the flagship Lion was fol-
lowed by three other bastle cruisers of the same class ana
two of the Indefatigable ciass. The second light cruiser
sguadron which had been chased by ths German cruisers, had
Placed itself at the head of the Enzlish battle coluwn, the
1st and 3rd lizht cruiser squadrons -- these were the ones
sizhted above -- followed with the destroyer flotillas. The
5th fast battleship squadron under command of Rear Admiral
Evan Thomas, which had a position between the main fleet and
the battle cruiser squedrons, apprceched frow the northwest
at high speed but was only able after half an hour to open
& harmless fire at 234,000 u, range at our swmall cruisers,
as Vice Admiral Bsatty evidently attewpted to zet ahead
with full speed in order to intercept the German cruisers'
courss to Horns Reef,

The action of ©ue heavy artilleries obetween the
two battle cruiser coluuns was carried on witihh zreat €nerzy.
On the Gerwman side tners were forty-four 30.3 cm. and sc. com.
Zuns; on the English siuae, forty-eizht 34.3 cii, and 30,3 G
cuns in full activity. Salvo fellowed salvo, The iizht
723 favorable and the sea gjuiet, Hits were observed on
both sides. Ifizhty bursts of flame with destructive efIect
burst forth from tane smoke-clouds of the giant sheil, A
snower of heavy pieces from 2iploded shell fell upon Jecis,
turrets, smoxe-stacks ano superstructures, saattering every-
taing in its path. Tne zre=t ships treabled under the
trewenious force. of the expiosion of the salvos striking
ths water in their vicinity and threwing up cciuuns of
Watsr a3 high as the masts, After o fight lasting a
guarter of an hour, soon aftsr sixi o'clock, a wi. nty explo—
sicn toos place oa the rear ship of the Enzlisia line, tine
battle cruiser Indeiatigable. A thick black cloul envelopeu
the ship, rose to = heizht of = hunired wmetres and veiled
the zruesouwe Jdestruction an. sinking of this powerful saild.
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This first success brought the German cruisers
a & noticeable relief which urged them on to the highest
development of force in order to defeat the English battle
oruisers before the arrival of the fast battleship squadrons.
The small cruisers and tcrpedoboat flotillas drawn to the
disengaged head of the column ("in Feuerlee") received orders
to attack the enemy column. A% nearly the same tiue, an
equal numpber of destroyvers ou the other side advanced to
make a torpedo attack on tae Cerman cruisers, In Gtois manner,
a heavy fight ensued at about 6:30 in tae afterncon between
the two flotillas advancing against each other between the
battle lines, in which the small cruiser REGENSBURG par vi-
cipated successfully. Three English destroyers succeeded in
breaking through and in firing torpedoes at the German
cruisers; tne cruisers, however, by skilful manoeuvring were
able to evade them, Two English destroyers and two German .
torpedoboats were sunk, partly by gunfire, partly by torpsdoes.
The destroysts NOMAD and NESTOR stopped, being disabled. Taey
were later destroved by shins of the High Sza Fleet which
passed tnem, after the crews had been rescued and wade Prisoners.

Durir.g this engagsment of the light forces, tue
gunfire of the big giants continued uninterruptedly over them,
and the position of the Germans changed materially to their
disadvantage because the ships of the 5th battleship
squadron commenced to reach the German vear ships with their
38 om. guns., However, they were unable to prevent another
enemy battle cruiser's being klown vup; it was the third ship
from the head -- the QUEEN MAKRY, as later established. She
was hit by a full salvo; her powder magazines caught fire
and finished the destruction in a moment. The sea trembled,
masts and smokestacks cracked, parts of the shin, such as
turrets, were shot up a hundred meires into the air; every-
thing was wrapped within a few seconds in a thick black cloud
of amoke which rose up to a thousand metres, like a wighty
column of water. From the black, creeping column, red and
green flashes of flame burst fortn like lightning, a grueso.e
sight, The ships behind made a wide detour to avold this
place of misfortune and the hoveriang column of smoke, T.e
battle continued in a wild chase in a southern direction --
but for a short time only.

At 8:40 in the afternoon the small cruissrs of tue
2nd lignt squadron, far ahead of the English van, fad SiSLTSa
the German battleship fleet hastening to the scsns., Vice
Adiiiral Beattvy at once turned to siarboard to course noriu-
west in order to get in touch with the mein fleet undser
Admiral Jellicoe whom he knew to be approacaing from the
northwest, The 5th battleship squadron followed tuis wove-
ment. The Gerwan cruissrs alsc aade a turn to ths norti
and continuea the fizght witn the 2ritish battiesuips, 1o
which the forewost Gerwan vatitleshiss particisated with
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interruptions at very long ranges., Frow 6:50 in the
afternoon, tas fizht drew alonz for an hour towards the
northwest at aizh speed., 3By waxing good use of their
superior speed, the English succeeded in drawing anead of
the Germgn column in a wide circle, directing their fire
principally against the German bsttle cruisers which as a
consequence gradually chanzed their course to the north.

The weather had in the meantime undergone a change.

The wind had shifted from northwest to southwest; in the north
and east in the direction of the Skazerrak range of vision

was greatly decreased so that the approaching wain fleets, in
uncertainty as to each other's positions and woveuments, came in
contact. As soon as Admiral Jellicoe had received the report

of tne approach of the Geriren fleet and of ths cruiser fi_ bt
drawing along in a south-southeastern direction, he placed the
grand fleet at full speed on a course southeast to south, whica,
according to nis calculations, would have to lead to a reeuncoun--
ter with the High Sea Fleet steering for the north. His fleet
was formed in a broad front so that the battle column could be
established «s rapidly as possible. At the head was the 3rd
battle cruiser squadron, At 7:30 tne flashes of the salvos of
the cruiser fi.nt could be ovbserved frow the 3rd battle cruiser
squadron in a southwsstern divection, without the possibility

of distinzuishing the sidips or even wrich were friend and foe,
Upon this report Adumiral Jellicos, in order not to pass by tiae
fight, countermarcined anua sent the 3rd battle cruiser squadron
to the northwest to help Vice Adwiral Beatty. In carrying out
this order, these battle cruisers at 7:45 sizhted Gerwan swall
Ctrullers accoupanisd by torpedoboat flotillas on a nortaerly
course, The Heavy salves of the battle cruisers caused tae Ger-
man small cruisers to turn away,while the torpedo boat flotill.s
advenced to attack the battle cruisers, forcing tie latter to
evade the attack (ausweichen), In this attack, the small cruissr
WIESB3ADEN was aisabled,heving receiveda a heavy ait in the engine
rooi,

The fleotillas, advancing alone on a novrtasasterly
course, were suddenly facing tne whole English fleet, which oa
& northwesterly course steciing at nigh speed, did not offer -
favorable object for attack. Thias discovery was of the sreat-
est i.portance, When ths flotillas returned to their cruisers,
they were surrounded by a heavy fire frow ths suips of tne lst
Enzlish cruiser squadron ana the ith light cruiser squadron
which in the rear of the Armaia (steering & northera course)
attacked the torpedoboats. Thne faster tovroe.oboats soon dis-
appeared in the mist, the English cruisers-aow taking course
toward the burning WIESBADEN, the only objsct rewaining visibls.
The German small cruiser Ifouzht zallantly. Io uer iswediate
vicinity she saw within a short Ti.e tne arv.ored cruisers
DEFENCE and BLACKPRINCE blow up> ani sink, The WARRIOR, also
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neavily damaged, and the small cruisers -- except one which
remained on the scene, a complete wreck, and sank later -—-
steamed away as fast as possible on a northern course. This
terrible destruction emanated frowm the German I, Scouting
Group which just at this time approached on a northeasterly
course; with ths exception of this delivery from superior
nunbers of the enemy, Vice Admiral Hipper could not bring
help to his little cowmrade as he was soon after engaged with
the assembled English flieet, of whose presence the announce-
ment of the torpedoboats no longer left any doubt.

The scene of the cruiser fight just described lay
between the wwo battle cruiser groups which had been for nearly
two hours in the fight, resulting in their losing sizht of each
other for tune time being. On the other hand, the Germen 3rd
pattleship sguadron, which at the head of the Geriwan High Sea
Fleet had followed the gradual change of course to the north
and northeast of the battle cruisers, had taken up the running
fight with the English 5th battleship squadron. About tuis
time, out of sizht of the German fleet, the two English groups
which had been separated up to now, met under circumstances
wnich caused the English couaander-in-chief much painful sur-
prise and interrupted and retarded the intervention of the
battleship squadron. Shortly before §:00 o'clock, Vice Aduiral
Beatty discovercdi an Eaglish battleship squadron «nd cruisers
to the north «bout five .iles cff, and believing that the van
of the English fleet was approaching him from the north,
changed to an sasterly coursz znd aavance at full speed to
clear the way for the fleet ond to place himself akead. To
the 3rd battle cruiser squzdivcn, sudienly emerging from the
veil of wist, he zave orders to proloanz his line ahead and
reported to his superior the position of the enewmy's fleet,
Tne 3rd battle cruiser squadron executed this wanoceuvre under
heavy fire froa the Gerwen battle cruisers and was roughly
handled as it was pushed closer to the German column by the
aporoaching battleship sguadron than was good for it. To
bs sure, Vice-Aianiral Bsatty hastened with his 27-knot ships
to assist the hard-pusned zroup ani opened a heavy salvo fire
on the German van, but was compelled to shger out on an east-
southeastern course to avoid his own fleet, and so had to
approach the German guns closar than he had before, which
Played havoc witih his battle cruisers which had tried to keep
a range of 12,000 m. The English battle cruisers kept this
course for the time being and went out of sight when the
German van engaged the van of the English 1. battlesiip
squadron which, advancing from the north, emerged suddenly
from the veil of mist, in a certain sense relieving the
neavily damaged battle cruisers from the line of battle.

The advance of the English battleship fleet, irawn

up in divisione en echelcn which, as soon as Beatty's 51ips
had been recognized to the south had counterwarched, led to
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the small cruiser VIESBADEN which, still burning, drew tae
fire of tie passia, enesuwy battleships. Without foreseeing
the wovewents of the English fleet, the German commander-in-
chief, Vice fi.iral Scheer, had also heaued for the WIES3ADEW
to protect aer = ainst the heavy fire seen in ner vicinity.
But taoe situ-.tion was cleared up very quickly; the German
COmwanier, ia consideration of the seriousness cf tue situa-
tion in zeneral, had to give up his intention; the English
battle fleet, «bout on an ea3t - southeast course, suilenly
ewergia, fro. the wist wet the Gerwen van at zoout 10,000 .
Tenzge an. poured a heavy, well-aimed salvo fire over tae
Gerwan suips wnich could be wuch better seen a_ciast the y
western sky than could tne English ships frow tae Gerwan sice.
It was not possible on account of tne veil of wist produced
Dy the s.wcke of the exploding shell and the sioise frow tue
stacks, a2ad also on account of tne wurky, rainy atwosphers,

to see frow tae German flagship the hulls of tue ships of tne
enemy. It was only possible to wake zussses o3 to the
strength and wovements of the adversary fro. tue flash of the
salvos. Tine salvos of tag heaviest calibres cawe flying frow
ahead, frow vizht and left. The Gerwan flest was capped and
apparently had only one way out of tuis asll. The 56 Cii
shells striking in the vicinity of tae suijs nad sudh o POWST-—
ﬁul explosive effect taat th:z ziant ships trewbled an- t.uose
oslow deck believed their suip hal received a direct uwit or
been struck by a torpezo, Heavy wxsses of water, wixed wita
pieces of exploded shell, larze and s.all, fell on the ascks
witnh fue crash of thundier., Tae wist wade seeing very difiicult.
It was evident, however, that the fi_at with tne Eanglish fleet
had be_un and that the Gerwan arworzi cruisers ot tae van had
2dvanced to the centrs of the English battle coluun and were
eXposei to an overpoweriany fire frow all sides anc that o
decision had to be uade guickly to iwprove the situation.

The Gerwan commander-in-Caief gave a short oraer ior tae

attack ani turned nis fleet towards the south. On the ais-
en_aged flank (Feuerlee) the siall cruisers anl torpeio bout
flotillas were put in reaiiness,

When the aeavy salvos of a battle squedron wers
oourel upon him, Vice A.wiral Hipper turned oif on a southern
$0ur33 end opened up the vunning fight wita the nead of the
enz.y battle column., Tue ueavy artillery fi LT Was 0OW Calflc-
fron tne arwored cruissrs to tihe foremost squs.ron of battle-
3:i38, Irow sulip to shin,

A% 8:17 the fl._s.ip MARLBOROUGH (ten 54 Sw. _ons) of
e ISE L B 211 s Do bhdesna s sensaron: (ither other shiHs of Ltuis
SRS e T I L8 (B S EUNS S2Ci)., Opond s 2urld DU0N,
range ageinst the German armored cruisers; the 4th bettleship
squadron, coumanded by Admiral Jellicoe on the flagship IRON
DUXE, followed at 8:30 and then the 2nd battleship squadron.
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The 4th battleship squzdron contained the latest ships with
guns of from 30,5 cm. to 38.1 cm, calibre; the ships of the
and squadron carried throughout 34,3 cm. zuns, The van of the
battle coluun was reenforced by & new division with 38,1 cm.
guns, and at the rear was attached the 5th battleship squadron
which had not participated in the race of Admiral Beatty to

get ahead of the British vattle fleet. The rest of the cruiser
groups and destreyer flotillas followed on the disengaged flank
abre¢st the van, The Englisa battle fleet represented the

most powerful force whicﬁ nad ever been ssen on the oceans,
Three squadrons of elght battleships each, one squadron of

five battleships and a division of three shlps carried over
ninety 38.1 cm., twenvy 35,6 cu,, one hundred and fifty-two
34,3 cm., and one hunarea anc thirty-four 30,5 cwm, guns, tous

& total of 326 zuns withk a czlibre of over 30 cw, Compared
with this, the Gerw=n flest{ nai one hundred and twenty-ei ht
30.5 cw, and seventy=-tio 33, cuw. guns.

Toe Englisna battle cruisers carried tairty-two 34.3
cm, and forty 30,5 cw. zuns; the German ar.aored cruisers
sixteen 30,5 cwm, and tweaty-sizht 38. cm. guns.

Tae hail of saot frow the English colunns at times
was of such terrific violsnce that the armored (battle) cruis-
ors disappeared benind tae coluans of water and clouds of suoke
arising around thew anld lrow the eyes of the ships' crews be-
hind thewm. It appeareld <5 tnough the English gunners tried to
acinieve victory not througn 6xact firing but throuzh the quanti-
ty of projectiles fired., Tae idea was not so unjustifiable as
shown by a cowparison of tae auuber gnd calibre of thne oppo-
nents, Tae effect of tue fire was very soon felt on both sides.

At 8:30 a heavy explosion occurred oa a ship of tne
QUEEN ELIZARETH class wiich equealled the one wiaich sank the

'QUFmN MARY; another asnip of tae sawe class ceased firing and

circled, evidently in cousejuence of neavy dawazss to the stecr-
ing gear., Tae flazsnip of the S5rd battle cruiser squadron,

tne INVINCIBLE, was severely injured and Jdisappeared shortly
back of tiaé Engzlisn front, On tus German side, the £lagship

of Vice Adwiral Hipper, the LUZTIOW, against wualch tae fire of
the heaviest English cuiibres a2d been concentr-ted siunce tae
bezinaiaz of the battle, nad sufifered severeliy; fifteen uLeavy
hits had literally riidled an: 3uashad the forsjpart of tae suipn,
yet suie iept together -au was able to keep up .aer spsed uatil
o:4d in tue enenlné. Tien 8o 4:=.d to leave tue 1ine and vias
lsit to usr fate for tae tiwe being. Tae Vice hiwiral was
transferred by a torpsiobo=t to anotaer aruoreli crulser.
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About this tiwe, shortly before £:00 o'clock in
vhe evening, the torpedoboats of the Gerwen 3rd torpedoboat
flotilla advanced frow behind the armored cruisers to attack
tne enewy battleships; they got within torpedo ranzge., The
English flagship MARLBOROUGH received, before she could sheer
out to avoid them, two hits which compelled her to leave her
position, listing heavily to starboard., The other battle-
ships ' were wore cautious and smarter in wanoeuvring to evade
tae torpedoes. The result was that at this »noint of the
scene of ths battle the artillery fire becaine silent and the
ppsonents lost signt of each other in the clouds of suioke
and powder.

After our torpedoboats had returned from their
attack, about ten minutes after nine, the English battle
column waich had again approached to a distance of 8000 m,,
opened five against the CGerman armored (battle) cruisers
and battleships; these were silhouetted sharply against
the western sky and offered the English gunners the best
taroets. Tue higher speed of the English battleships
peruitted tnew, just as in the cruiser battle, to draw their
van around tne Gerwan van, whereby the Geraan coluwun was
sradually exposed to the flanking and superior fire of this
pP=xt of tiae Enzlish column, The German Battleships met this
exlgency by sheering ofif,

The situation for the German colwmn was at tais
wonent unfavorable inaswuch as the stopoing of tne Gerian
battle cruisers ana the turning off of the battleships
tareatened a wutual hindrance to the gun-fire, Led by
tiie comimander of the DERFFLINGER, the battle cruisers and
otner torpedo flotillas threw themselves at highest speed
at tne cmemy to brinyg vrelief, A hail of suot was poured
ovexr tonem in their advance, They succeeded, nowever, in
Spite of countsr attack by the enemy's small cruiserxrs
and Jdestroyers, in getting within good ranze and forcing
the Zngzlish battleships to again sheer out and stop the fire.

After the torpedoboats had returned from taneir
attack, a second attack (Staffel) started and Henetrated the
veil of wist and smoke at about 9:35, but to their surprise
they found no battlesnips but saw, principally in a northern
and nortneastern direction, a zreat nuwbsr of small cruisars
and dsstroyers,

At ©:30 in'the eveaing the actilisry fizht haa
ceased. The Geruan fleset, after the arwored (battle)
cruisers, azain comwzniel oy Vice Adairal Hipper, hald re-
turnsd to the head of the Gera:n baitle column, and continuel
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its course to the south, expecting further English attacks;
these, however, did not follow as Admiral Jellicoe had found
it under no circumstances adviseable to expose hiwself during
the night to the ferccious torpedio attacks of the Germans.
Their perfor.ances during the day had inspired him with
respect; and ne was not curious to find out what they could
dé at night, In order to veil the retreat of the "Grand
Fleet", he nad designated a large number of cruisers and
destroyers to form a screen beanind the battleship squadrons;
lie succeeded in concealing his tracks as he had, an hour
before darkness set in, disengzazed hiwself from the enemy.

Aduwiral Jellicoe at first kept a course leading

to Horns Reef, out of sight and range, and retained the
battle cruisers under Vice Aduiral Beatty to observe the
German fleet, - the battle cruisers having come up to the dis-
engazed flank durinz the fight of the battleships, reenforced
by the 2nd cruiser squadron, and the lst and 3vrd light cruiser
squadrons. Tais zroup accompanied at 14,000 m. distance and
out of sizht the aead cf the Gerwan fleet which had been seen
last at about $:30 in « northwesterly dirvection on a south-
western course., About an hour later Vice Adwmiral Beatty sent
the swall cruisers forward to locate the position of tiae

erman ships, When this had been done, he advanced to within
a short distance of the Gerwan colwmn, i.e. about 5000 um,,
and poursd for a short psriod an unsuccessiul fire on the
German ships. He then turned off witn the batitle cruisers
and followed tne "Grana Fieet" which had earlicsr diseppeared
out of sizht on a nortazasterly course, surrounded oy swall
gruisers and destroyars.,

After dark a siwmilar attack was wade against the
IV, Scouting Group bringing up the reer of the German fleet;
this attack was carried out by the English 3Sta (fast) battlie~
suip sguadron. These attacks were evidently wade for the
purpose of Jeceiving the German fleet in regard to the
retreat of the rest of the battleship sguadrons and to
cresate the iwpreasion that the defeated Gerwan fleet was being
heavily pursued during its retreat. he German co.uander-in-
chief in the meantiwme wade preparations for the aisht march
and the attacks to be exzpected from the light enewy forces,
as well as the possible intervention of the battlesnip fleet
at the break of day. Great activity was disslayzsd on the
individual ships in repeiring damages sustained in tae battle
and preparing for a new fizht, During this ti.ec tae fleet
steamed at woderate speed in the direction of Horns Reef.

We had to wmourn the loss of the WIESBALTIY an. tue
probable loss of a gooli many lives,
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The two last-uentioned feigned attacks of the
English very probably served thke purpose of enabling their
swell cruisers and destroyer flotillas which, according to
Jellicoe's plans were to have the task of giving the death
blow to the Gerwan fleet during the night, to trace the Geruman
fleet zand establish the course the German ships had taken,
This in itself was not a very difficult task, for the German
Admiral, after the English ships had sheered off and broken
off the dey battle, had no other choice than to take the
course to Heigoland, passing Horns Reef, in order to bring
his damagel ships to safety and replenish his ammunition sup-
Ply which hai suffered greatly, especially on those ships at
the head of the fleet which had been in the most violent fight.

The Grand Fleet steamed on an eastern course to the
coast of Jutland and reached the Jammner Bay in the Skagerrak
where it was discovered by a naval airship at daylight. This
manoeuvre was successful insofar as that our torpedoboat
flotillas which hagd lost tract of the battleships in consequ-
ence of the early turning off of the fleet, searched in vain
for the ships, although several of them had fights with some
Enzlish destroysrs., It was possible for the English fleet on
the broad North Sea to reach its bases on the far-stretching
coast of Enzland Scotland by different courses, and it was not
liwited in its evasive wovements as was the German fleet which
Was nindered in its retreat by the western coast of Jutland
04 tad o reckon with the wines laid by the English with such
sreat proaizality.

Soon after widnight the attacks of the English des-
troyer flocillas comaenced, the destroyers being accompanied
by cruiscrs. Taese attacks citended over the early morning
nours, with swort interrupvions, frow one to three o'clock,
Tae =zttacks were mede partly on the sguadrons in the rear o1
the coluun and partly on ta2 aguadrons at the head., Wita
wonasrful accuracy the battlaships of the squadrons involved
repelled, with the aid of searchlizhts, the attempts of the
iestroysrs to hit thew with torpedoes. As soon as tne
destroyers cams within thie cone of lizht of the searchlight,
tuey wers either set afire by the rapid fire of the swall
=ttillsry in a very short tiwe, or they escaped with heavy
Jawezes and were aftevwards, helpless and abandoned wrecks,
found by Dutch =nd Dunish fishing craft., An English destroyer
50t 1ot witiin the Gev.an lines and was cut clean through by
the row of 2 battlesnip, Tae collision was so violent that
the Lavae-nole of the uestroyer was firamly welded together with
ta8 oW of tue battlesaxpy, Tue IV, German Scouting Group,made
us ol tue olier swall cruisers,had an engagewent with superior
Sns.y forces snortly aftsr wilaizht, taking thea under fire
Witl Lood effect, Accordin: to English sources, the cruisers
SOUTELPTON enl DU3LIN very orobably received tneir honorable
iajuriss aere.
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More than/hundred English destroyers were active
during the nizht, most of them using their torpedo tubes -- of
which they had four to six -- at least once. The estimate
that about 500 torpedoes were fired against the German fleet
is probably too low rather than too high. In the light of
the searchlights the numerous foam streaks caused by the torpe-
aoes were Jdiscovered at the right time so that in most cases
contaCt witn the rushing torpedo could be avoiied by a cor-
Tesponaing w.noeuvre, Yet we had sowe losses to aourn in
the nijht battle., The battleship POMMERN was successively hit
by two torpeioes so disastrously that a neavy explosion took
Place which caused the Gouplete loss of the siip ana its ent-
ire crew. Thz swall cruissr ROSTOCK was also put out of actim
by a torpeso. During the repeated evasive wanoeuvres Juring
the dark niint, when the ships had to run with screened li hts
and without sidelights, ths swmall cruiser ELBING ran athwart
the coluun of a squadron and was rammed, Her injuries were soO
severe tiat she had to be ziven up like the ROSTOCK., After
the crews nad been rsuovel By torpedoboats, the snips were sunk,

as they ccild not be takga in tow becausd ol the nature of
tneir injuriss.

The swall cruisst FRAUENLOB, belonging to toe IV.
Scouting Group, was also :uring the night heavily injured by
zunfire or torsedo shot; sce rewained and was wissed,

On the Englisc side, the losses during the nizhi
amounted to at lsast twelve destroyers, five of waich burned
up at cnce; three swall crulsers suffered heavy Jd:zaazes. An
arworsed oruiser of the GRISZY class nad apparently lost herself
anld ned wpproashed tae L. suilp oa 2 bow bearing. Taue Tlag-
s0i1p covered uer with shells, as cis tne ship next to the fiag-
ship. Alter forty secci.s sae eurnad, and in four winutes she
Sansk, v

%.a3n tue worninz of the 13t of Juns dawned and PSr-—

witted a viev, no enczuy 3ai’ could be seen frow the German
Fized, Wweisa nad net yet posssd Horns Reefl,  Tie MGrana ZabS el
gocellel by virtue of it3 .osense, Tue Zeppelins walch ascsads

3% in ta2 Liiat of Tas worvaln, 2s8tablished the Dresence of tae
we jority cf ohe En lisn soi_3 1a- tue JawweT 3oy, .CTES Tawn one
Sva.n riset; anotasr portion tuey

-

GRS, Bleke Sl IMOET nRatelyr, raie S
LTocRToulstaliings tor the i #e 3 mna tas bulk of $tlch CrLSST S I0
the novtnwest of Bocns B2, ia the middle of tis Horta Sew..

They were also able to report the advance of a squaaron of
twelve battleships from the Thames; it appears, however, that
this squadron had received warning from Jellicoe who had not
been in a position to continue the fight., Soon aftexr this
squadron was discovered by our airships, it countermarched and
disappeared; it had advanced as far as to the middle of the
line Terschelling-Horns Reef.
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In the night, the commendeér-in-Chicf of the "Grand

Fleet" had civen his orders for the salvage of the damaged
ships., Their number was not small., The new battleship
REVENGE became flagship in place of the heavily damaged
MARLBOHOUGH (of the 1st squadron). The armored cruiser
WARRIOR sank on the forenoon of June 1st, after the mother
aeroplane ship ENGADINE had towed her 75 sea miles from the
place of battle., Many ships were mission of which all news
was lacking,

There cannot be the slizhtest doubt but that

Aduiral Jellicoe had on the worning of June lst the time and
the possibility of attacking the German fleet with great
superiority end of inflicting heavy damages before it had time
to reach tlie watere infested with English mines, This was
Probably nis desire in order to rehabilitate himself for the
. day before, If he rvestrained himself in this respect, it is
Very probable tuat he had gool reasons for doing so. In

tae first place, judging by tne experiences of %the day before
when the weather coaditicus interferred with the efficiency of
the German artillery, much .ovs than they did with the English,
he was not quite so sure of nis success that he could venture
tne loss of x _reat auwwbsvy of battleships, The losses by
Gerwan shells spoke = vty plain language; it was to be
asswned tnat the discppoinituent in Eanzland would be great, yet
there was nope of bsinz able to soothe thew. Still greater
losses would create = panic in England mnd dould lead to the
destruction of its pclitical prestize in the whole world., If
tae "Grand Fleet" coulx not sink the German Fleet to the bottoi
of the Nortan Sea witucut zreat losses to itself -- and this had
been proved an iwpossidility on the day previous -- it would

ertainly be to the best intsrest of England to act as if it
could be done at any tiwe., Ths world beslieved it and that was
sufficient for the preseat to rule the oceans, As the German
Fleet was en route for Helzoland, it was not necessary for the
"Grand Fleet" to be in a nurry to go hcae with its socund shigs;
1t could, unmolested, sive itself and the English public the
Dleasure of posing the ne<t worning as ths waster of the battle-
field when passing ths scene of battle on tine marcin frow Jaummsy
Bay, a pose with which tne world was to be deczived a3 to the
i1l success of the Eanglisu Aruada.
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