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GElt::RAL SITTJ-~TION: - -------· ---~ 
\/ar exists betueen BLUE 3.nd RED . Ten days have elapsed 

sinc e a b r ief engage:1ent occurred in t he :easter n C ·•1~IBBEAN 

bet~1een the BLUE and ffi:D fleets . In this battle , J=n suf ­

fered severe losses and TTas forc ed to retire to :il~D base at 

TRINI DAD , whicl1 includes a ve r y strong shore- bnsed e.ir force . 

The BLD.": :i!'leet which was less seriously dclillaged than 3ED i s 

based on S.ttlL\i!A and is ope1·ating :_.)rinc ipally in the C!L:lIBlE.A.1~ 

fo r t he purpos e of covering the ATL . .' .. NTIC apyroaches to the 

P.,_tNAl.J1. Can&l , ,ending a favorr-i.ble oppor tunity to agai n bri ng 

the RED Fleet to action . 

BEHl!.'IUDA i s stil l in the hands of RED thoue;h as yet not 

very strongly defended . i .. BLUI: EX!)edi t ionary Forc e has been 

assembled at ~:=....i.iPTOt~ RO}..DS for the ~1ur9ose of seizing and 

hold i ng BE3:.UDA, followi ng a BLUE air attack to be launched 

wit hin the ne'.h."t ferJ days from a nlli!1ber of BLUE auxiliary a i r ­

craft carriers nhich have lately been fitted out and which 

are now asse1.1bled and ready for servic e at C.L.PJ..:::s'i.10:-. 

SPECIAL SITULTIOH: -- . - .. - ..... .. ·--

On 1 August 0100 , t he f ollov1ing BLliE force , whicl1 has 

been desi3nated o.s the ·1 Northern Detachr,1ent 11 of t he Scouting 

Force , was a t S}J:.ANA B/.Y , fully fueled and in all respects 

reedy for servic e : 

Crudiv Four plus CF- 52 , (c __ - 2? , CA- 26 , CA- 24) 

Crudi v Six, (C.:L 28 , 29 , 33 , 35) 

Desron One . (14 DD) 

At this t il!1e , in an Operation Ox·der received frori1 the 

BLUE C- in- C , Rear ._fu1ir al BCJI_, Colli.landing the Horthern De­

tachment , obtai ned. i:1foTIJ.ation to the effect that a large 
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RED Expeditionary Force escort ed by four h e a vy cruisers 

and abou t te n destroyers , left Fil.Yj .L on 31 July 1800, bound 

for BERUUDA. The estimated maxinUJ.71 speed of t his force is 

1 4 knots . Also , in this Operation Order , the following t a sk 

was assigned to the northern Detachi.'.lent : 

11Prevent ~7) Zxpedi t ionar y Force f r oi-.2 arr iving a t 

BEflr.,filDA prior to s ix ~iugust , twelve hund1~ed . 11 

.As a r e sul t of his est i mate of the situation, Rear 

Ad.lniral BCA a r r ived at the following decision : 

" To c~pture or destroy RED Expedit ionar y Force a t 

earl i est time by locat i ng it between BERi.JJDA and the 

AZORES and by engagi ng decisively t he RED Escort and Convoy 

in or de1· to prevent RED Expe ditionary Force from arriving a t 

BEREUDA pri or to s i x August twel ve hundred . ?? 

REAR Admi ral BCA also decided on the follov,in0 support ­

ing measures : 

( a ) To d i rect Scout ~ consisting of Crudiv Six under the 

coillLland of Rear Admiral BCK , to insure RED -::::x:?ed.i tiona.ry 

Force non- arrival BERI.ill"DA unobserved prior t o six _ .. ugust , 

t TTelve hundred by searchi ng to northwa r d by retiri ng searc h 

patro l . 

(b ) To direct Scoy:...t.P_ to su:p:;_Jort Striking Group in de­

c isive engage:r.1ent Viitl1 enemy. 

(c ) Prir:IBry dut y of Scouts is information. 

( d) To direct Striking Group composed of Crudiv Fou r 

plus CF- 52 and Desron One t o engage decisively the ::t:D Es­

cort and Convoy. 

( e) To direct Strilcing Grol.1.y.i to r1a i !1t2.in posit i o n ap­

proximately fif t y i:.tiles to west \?rtrd of Scouts pending info r ­

mation of enemy ' s loca tion . 

( f) To dep8.rt from S.1.'U:IPliA on 1 .August 0500. 

(g ) 'l'o use ~)lus four time . 

(h) To designa t e rendezvous as fo l lows : . 

Rende zvous A - La titude 28 
Longi ,~ude 60 

- 00 1 N. 
- 00 1 w. 
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Rendezvous B - C~IAPLESTON, S.C. 

Rendezvous C - S.ti.!I !:~NA. 

( i) To use Cot!limnication Plan Ba.lrnr. 

(j) To prescribe Batt le Plan later . 

(k) To n a intain radio silence exce,t for contacts and 

vi t ally important messages . 

(1) To re1ilain in Northampton wi t h Striking Group . 

(m) To require Comnander Scouts to i nform him of plan 

of search and of any subseq_uent changes . 

(n) To make folloTTing distribution of Operation Or der : 

~-G.u.~_1-:.9-_. Pi3-ll-. :t.o.=. 
C- in- C, BLUE Fleet . 

Comdr., Scouting Force . 

Cornrn.ander Cruisers , Scouting Force-. 

Cor;.crudi v Six and a ll Co:ur:1.anding O:fficers , Northern 

Detachr:ient . 

REQUIRED : 

S·i;udent officers are req_uired to fori:ml ate ,-:;. v1ritten 

Ope rat ion Ord.er ( not in despa tch form) to J;la ce .3.ear -1 .. dra.iral 

BC.A ' s decisions into effect . This orde :..~ will b e. typed a nd 

ttrrned in after a.ssenbly on Wednesda y , 2 .:tv.gust , at 1145 . 

NOTE : Discussion or criticism of Rea r ..'.\.draira1·BCA' s 
decisions is not a p art of this problem. 
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SECHET 

Senior a1:1d J\m_io.l'.' Classe_~ 1-J.3! 

ORDSJI VlRITING EXERCISE NO._ 1 

RZAR :.Di IIRAL BC.A ' S OPE!llTI ON ORD~R . ------

BLUL: Nsr·chern Deta chment 
Nor·thrun:'.)ton , Flagship . 

Operation Or de r 
No . 1 0 . 

SAM.ANA, 
1 August 193- , 0400~ 

TASK ORGANIZATION 
(a) Scouts , Rea r Adruiral BCK 

Crudi v S ix. 
(b ) Strikingy r oup 

Crudiv Four )lus CF- Fifty- three , 
De s:mn One . 

1 . . R:C:D 1,1a i n fleet j_ s at TRiiHDAD . B:CR.illD.'.'.- 1·er:a i n s in 
possessi on of imD . :.·_ l a r g e R"·.m :C:xoedi ti on.:.ry :force 
escorted by four heavy cruisers and P.bo1..~t ten de­
stroyers left F __ y __ L on t hirty- one July eighteen 
hundred . Reliab le inforwation indic ~tes the dest i­
nation t his R.!~D force is BERi JJD:.'.. . :Cst i i.'i:ated max­
imum speed of convoy fourteen l~not s . J:~ BLlIE Ex ­
pedit i ona ry Force has been a. sser,1bled a t ;I.£1.!'J)TOH 
ROADS for the :purpose of seizing and holding BER­
I.ITJD,.~ foll owinB a BLUE a ir a ·ctnclc to b e l aunched 
wi t i.1in t he next few days from a number of BLUE 
auxiltary a ircraft carriers v-.rh ich are now assembled 
and ready for service a t c·m~RL:":STOi'J . 

2 . This force wi ll cayt ure or dest r oy RED EXJ.)ed:ttionary 
Force a t the earliest time by l ocating it between 
BE:rtrilJD __ and t he _,.zo:ms and. by engagi ng decisively 
the P.ED Escort and Convoy in orC:er to p r event mm 
Ex:)edi tiona ry Foree from arriving at B3R:.JJD.1'.. ~)rior 
to six ,.-rn.gust t welve hundred . 

3 . (a ) Scouts insure RED Ex::_:ieditionary Force non- a rri va l 
BEH.i.IUDA unobserved ~)rior to six ,:!.ugus t tnrel ve l1tm­
c11-3C. . s -"',_~~~:01~t ~-~l'i : :i::.:-: c:~.--0~-~,, i:J. t1cc i s ive o_ .. _:· <~c: .o-lti 
with the enemy . Sea rch to t he northward by reti1 ... t ng 
s earch patrol r:iethod . Assume enemy maxi uc:1 s:;_:>eed 
fourt een knot s . P:ri Llary duty i nfor:1at i on . 
(b ) Strik i ng Group engage decisively t he :-.-:zJ ~scort 
and Convoy . Pend i nc; the r eceipt of info r:..:at i on of 
enemy ' s location , mainta in a :pos ition a·-1:?r oxinat ely 
f ifty miles to nest He.rd of Scout s . 
(x ) De~')art froa S.Alifi.E:.1. one .. mgust zero five hundred . 
Cornr.10.nde1· Scouts i nforri1 me of :plan of search and of any 
subse¼uent c hanges . 

... -
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Co;.,nunic a tion Plan Eaker~ Pl us f our time . Rendez­
vous AFIPJ,i La.ti tude t w-enty- eight degre es Horth , Longi ­
tude Sixty degrees v!est . Rendezvous B..."J(ER, CII..''-RLJZS­
TON. liendezvous_ C_1.S'l1 , S,.':.1 .:ANA. Battle Pl an will be 
prescribed later . Llaintain r a dio silence excen t for 
conta c ts and vitally iiilporta nt messages . Co~11r.1ander 
Northern Detachment in NORTI·Lt1.: .iFTON -VJi t h Strik ing 
Gron:;:1 . 

BOA, 
Rear Adli1ira l , BLU:::;; l:a vy , 

Coiill.11ander iforthern Deta c l:ro.ent . 

Distribution: 
~ Guard i.Iail_ t o :_­

C- in- C, BLUE Fleet, 
Comdr., Scouting Force , 
Co:,_:'.l;1ander Cruisers , Sc out ing Forc e . 
Co;.:1crudiv Six. 
All Cor.1.u and ing 0:ff ice rs Northern Detachnen t . 

s . ' 
Cornr,,.ander, BLUE Navy , 

Flag Secretary . 




