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TACTICAL PROBLEM II-1934-SR. 

CRITIQ,UE. 

~ Captain R.C . MacFall , U.S .N. 

This tactical problem was designed to gi ve the s tudents an 

opportunity to estinate a tactical situation in which all types 

of vessels might become engaged in general action, in other 

words, a Fleet Battle. In addition, base facilities were avail 

able to one side and denied the other. 

As usual , numerous students became involved in t he strate

gic phases of the problem; consequently , the tactical part of 

the problem was not as thoroughly treated as would otherwise 

have been the case. However, many sett led down promptly to con

sider the tactics of the problem and produced well thought out 

Battle Estimates and Plans . 

A careful reading of this pr oblem would have saved a lot 

of confusion . In each of the Special Situations it is stated 

that the Co1~mander , af ter having received information of the 

numbers and composit ion of the opposing force, made a Strategic 

Estimate , deduced h=h__~ mission and arrived at a decision 7 and 

listed the supporting measures (in gener al ) which would be 

necesseary to accomplish his mission. In other words , strategy 

had determined its course of action and included, anmng its 

supporting measures , a decisive engagement. The Tactical Esti 

mate was an estimate to determine the best way to employ the 

forces available to bring about a victory in the decisive en

gagement. 

Looking further on in the statement of the problem one 

finds listed the Req_uirements of the problem - that is -:rhat is 

required to be produced by the student in his solution. Some 

confusion her e undoubtedly was due to the sequence of the stated 

requirements... The O~Jeration Order nas required after the esti

mate for the battle plan . It might better have been placed be 

fore , which is the natural order . 
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The operation order can be directly developed from the 

Commander's strateg ic estinate already stated in the problem. 

Detailed consideration must be g iven to the supporting measures 

in order that the movelilent of the va rious force s may be initiated. 

In the case of BLUE, the supporting measures were, as laid 

down in the problem 

1. An off - shore patrol of DDs to cover the approaches 

to NORTHEAST PASS during the night prior to the sortie . 

2. A s ort i e .. 

3 . A search to l ocate the enemy and tactical scouting 

to filaintain obs ervation . 

4. Maneuve ring to effect contact between enemy and 

mm main bodies. 

5 . • A decisive enga gement. 

6 . A cha s e. 

The req_uiremen ts rrn re -

#5 - The operation Order initiating the movements of 

mobile combatant force s , and operations leading to the engage 

ment . 

#7 - Scouting pl an (graphic) to meet supporting 

measure # 3 (Search and contact scouting ) . 

·''-1 tr , 2 & 3 - An estimate of the tactical situation , a 

typewritten Battle Plan and Battle Di sposition (graphic) to 

meet supporting measure #5 (a decisive engagement). 

#4 to 6 - Cruising and approach dispositions t o meet 

supporting measure f,~6 (maneuvering to effect contact) . 

The Sortie plan to cover sup~orting measures 1 & 2 (off

shore patrol and sortie) ~ere not required nor was a plan for 

a chase (Supporting mea sure ) 6) req_uired . Possibly because such 

a plan depends upon a knowledge of who and ~ha ~ ~in~ to be 

chased! 
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Requirer.1ent } 8 (Cornm.unication Plan) is one that , li l:::e the 

poor, is always 111i tl1 us... It is a part of an:-:r IJ.ajor operation 

order and. requires an intiI.J.ate knowledge of our comnuni cation 

facilities and capabilities. . The .Jar College Rules g ive a very 

close apyroxirnation of the possibilities and limitations of 

communications; the re cent panphlet on the sub j ect (Comnunica 

tion Instructions Issued as Annexes to Opera tion Plans and 

Orders ), g ives an indication in general terms of v7hat should 

be their content and arrangement. 

If BLUE solve1~s had carefully read the "Requirer.1ents 11 of 

the problem , they would have saved confusion and unnecessary 

labor and would have had that much lilore time to devo t e to their 

real problem .. 

The same applies to the Ortiu~GE solvers~ t heir Strategic 

Estimate had been nade J.nd certain things nere required of them 

to cover certa i n selected supporting :c.:easures e 

7e will now get back to the pro ble~ itself~ 

'He have our di_recti ve from strategy , sh i ps are about to move 

and we must consid.er the tactics of t he situation in order to 

develo) a battle plan , cruising and approach dispositions , con

tact scouting , et~., etc4 

Looking at it f rom the BLUE side , BLUE, a s stated in the 

Genera l Situation has accomplishe d vronders in the first six 

months of the 1,-mr . BLUE controls the :FHILIPPHJ~S and has ousted 

OR.ANGE from the :MANDATED ISL.ANDS.. ORJ:_NGS has no bas es south of 

Lat . 20 N.. BLUE convoys have moved u i t h only ri1i nor dan.a ge . BLUF 

is ready to move northward from the PHILIPPI NES as soon as need 

ed supplies are received . 

BLUE morale is high and ORANGE i-.mst be impressed by this 

fact.. Furthermore , BLUE efficiency must have been ar.1p l y demon

strated by now. ORANGE -r1ill not underes t i ; .1.ate these vital fac 

tors. ORANGE must realize that BLUE has valuable base f a cil -
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i ties at TRUX for TilIB( hc.s been t he focus point of BLUE East 

and West bound convo ~.rs . CR_::.J:TGE will not underestinate this 

factor . (Most students did) . 

Seven t y ~1e rcent of the ORP .. NGE cai) i tal ships are in a 

position to threaten BLUE lines of communication - ORANGE has 

certa inly decided upon stronger measures to break BLUE lines 

of communications, measures which indicate a strong offensive 

at t itude on the par·c of ORAFGE . BLUE , nith five capi tal ships , 

ore third of BLUE vs capital ship strength , must ex;ie ct a fi ght 

to the finish if he starts on his way to the PHILIPFINES or 

moves against ORANGE . 

Looking at the situation from the OR.At GE side , BLUE advance 

in six months of t he vrnr has reduced ORANGE c onfidence. Her 

campa i gn to da ·ce ha s only resulted in the cri ppling of three 

BLU:::; capital ships. A victory is essential to ORANGE morale 

and necessary to prevent BLUE mover.1ent into ORANG~ territory . 

The ORANGE cornn a n der has been g i ven a major portion of 

OrLI\..NGE fleet to accm;1pl i sll a victory over a portion of the BLU:S 

fleet . The victory mu s t be decisive in order to break BLUE 

line of supplies and nust have the effe ct of reducing BLUE's 

relative s trength. 

A fi ght rrl1ich re sul ts i n appro~:L:1ately e qual losses p laces 

ORANGE i n a vmrse si•cuation t han she novJ occui:) ies , relatively 

speaking . 

ORANGE realize s t ha t DLU3 knows he ca m1ot move his supplies 

safely until OR;JiG3 has been defeated or driven off and there 

fore BL~ is probably anxious to bring O~-iANGE to action . This 

urg e on the part of BLUE r.1ay ·prove a strength factor to OR.iiNGE, 

if uti li zed . ORMJGJ can d eny a ction u Ltil the situation develop E 

to o:::U.HGl ad vantage . 

So both sides are anxious ·co fight; BLUE in order to remove 

as soon as possible t he r.1e nace to his line s of cmm;mn ications; 
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OR.ANGE to accon:9lish a victory \'lhich not onl~· delo.ys BLUE 
1 

s 

operations against 03.-41-JGE hone terri tor:r but also ir.iproves his 

relative naval streng th . OR.ftJJGE Tiill have but two days and 

one night in v1hich to accomplish his miss ion, but BLUE does 

not know thi s . 

OR.f-\J\JGE t1ay be able to do something in the nex-c 24 hours 

to improve his situation - certainly :1e should try. 

BLUE situation rer.1ains impossible as long as OR GE is in 

the vicinity of TRUK and thi s nill force BLUE to seek act ion . 

__ decision for BLUE, even if barely a victory, wil l leave BLUE 

forces in the I"HILIFPIIJES decidedly su·Jerior to ORP.J{GE remain 

ing strength . This to Lle gives the tactical attitude of the 

two Cormnanders . 

ORANGE st rongly offensive -r1i1en he has achieved a situation 

decidedly favorable to hi2self ; denying action , at least for 

24 hours , unless such a favora ble situation develo~s ecrlier . 

BLUE anxious to reach a decision as soon as possible so 

that his · supplies can move ; 1.-1illing to fi2.:h·~ vii th even chances 

on the assum~tion that this ORA.NGE force TT ill be so badly mauled 

in t h e ensuing action that it ·,-rill be impotent for some ti :me 

to come . 

Nori let us t ~ke u :9 the plans of t he ti,-m Com .. manders selected 

for the pla~r ing of thi s p roblem. 

DIAGRAM #1 - BLUE Operation Order . 

The BLUE Comnander issued his Operation Order # 1 in whi ch 

he stated his M:h_s_sio__p_ in the information paragraph v1ith the re 

sult that he rea ched a decision almost identical with his Mission, 

The Mission is not ordinarily stated in an Operation Order . It 

is usually stated in Canwaign F lans and Operation ~1ans. 

In the stateri.ent of the problem, Vice Admiral S's mission 

as deduced vms g iven . Also his decision and supporting measures. 

The details of the sup~orting measures had to be worked out. 
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All the BLITT Commander had to do for Par . 1 was to put in 

what he considered essential ne~J inforiiiation . 

BLUE Comnande r also gave q_uite detailed "Assumptions " as 

to what the enemy n i ght do . So:u1ehow this seems nore suitable 

for campaigns and operation plans • . , '.!hat "assumptions 11 generally 

result in is a stateraent of t he most probable course of action 

of the enemy . A subordinate 1:1ay be in doubt , in case the enemy 

doesn't follow this 1:1os t probable course of action, as to r,rhethe1 

or not a ne7 situation has arisen for which the Commander has 

made no plan or rrhether the Comn.ander just didn ' t lmow his job. 

Yet a proper decision by the Commander rrill cove:c not only the 

most probable course of action but a lso other likely courses of 

act ion the ene!.:J.Y r,my tal::e . In other ·rrnrds , assumptions rimst be 

handled with care . In this particular case tlle assumptions 

were absolutely correct . -

For his dee i sion , 3LUE Commander had onl:,7 to take the 

decision laid down in the problem. As a Fiatter of fact , he 

did to all intents and ~urposes . 

His supporting measures , Far . 3 ., were good. One vital 

feature of his ] lan as it worked out in the ganIB , ~as t~e 

maneuver which kept his subi·,1.arines between ener,iy and mm battle 

line . Yet no mention was nade of this in his operation order 

or battle plan . Possibly this ras doctrine . 

In game board operations this is so rarely done that it 

can hardly be considered doctrine , yet such cooperation on the 

part of surface forces is vital to the success of .subnarines . 

DIAGRAM (/2 - BUJE Ba tt~e Plan . 

You wil l note that in paragraph 2 of this order the BLUE 

Commander arrived at a decision which was in co~~1p lete accord 

with the Strategic Estimate . 

The Strategic Decision as stated in the Problem was : 

11To destroy OR.ANGE Force threatening Convoy 7 , b:- engaging 
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decisively in R fleet action iith all av~ilable forc es in order 

to assure the earl~, arr ival of Convo:.,r 7 at HAlHLA. •. 11 

rrha t rras t he tactical a.ccrn.1pli slErnnt requir ed by this 

decision? The destruction of the O~-~JGE f orce threatening the 

convoy . The Tactical Esti~Bte is then for t he purpose of de 

termining the best 1.,7ay to accor:ll)li sh this destruct i on . Tl:le 

decision , as exJ r essed in Far . 2 of the battle p l an , is the plan 

of e !·:1p loyi;1en t of all the forces to acc o1m)li sh this end , the des 

truct i on of this o:-., 7;"GE force . ~ara raph 11 :5 11 gives t l1e r o le 

each of t he p:1rt s of BLLJ~ force is to i,13.y in the g e neral plan 

of battle e=pres s ed in Pa r . 2 . 

C'-enerally s:;_:ieakin6 , the plan as shorm , covered BLUE o~era 

tions as c onducted. . As stated be fore , tl1e very ililportant naneu

vers of the surface for c :;s to lcc,ep BLUE subr.1arines in an area 

favorable fo r attc c k 1.,1as not :!!l:mtione d in the Bat tle Plan , yet 

it uas BL1.J:8 1 s nost effe ctive e:.(1loy,...-:1ent of his forces . It ri1i [,ht 

well have been stated in P::i r . 3 (x ) t ha t BLU: Co:m:nande r inten de e. 

to Lla n e1..'.ver his surf:i.c o fo:cces to kee ) BLT~ s u b~.1arines in a 

·Josi tion favorable for attack on ener.1y capi tal ships . 

BLUE had decided on a1 s.cti on v1l1ich divided i tselr' into 

four parts : -

1 s t; ~n air battle t o ga i n c ontro l of the air to i rsure 

DLUE pl :-· ne sr ot o. t ini. t ial J.ong rang es ; 

2nd ; Thi s :;?hase m:.ts the lonb ran.'.)::.; gun o. ction to take 

advantage o:2 BLlJ':8 l one;; ra11Ge su _) ,:>riori ty ; 

3rd ; A Goner~ l action by all forces at de c isi~e range s ; 

4th ; Tho chase: to c omi) h , te the c ostruction of cne:'1y for cos . 

This plan had no unusual f ·3El. ture s . It uas the ort l..odox 

battle plan applying fo~ ce uith i n creasing pressure as the 

battle closed fro~ air rango to decisive battle ranges • 
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DIA.GR.Al: #3 - BLUE Cruising Disposi tiop~. 

BLUE has two cruising dispositions T /1 2 LB for night 1 and 

2 ~B for day . The first is of the rectangle type with forces 

disposed to rneet light force attack from the van or either flank , 

with submarines disposed some 10 niles in advance of the outly

ing surface forces and 25 iuiles in advance of the Hain Body . 

Needl e ss to say , vvi th such a format ion , the surface forces will 

ho.veto govern t heir movements by the ::;,osition of the submarines . 

otherwise the lat ter will be left out of the action in any sit 

uat ion \7here the enemy is located in any but the van areas . 

Cruising Disnosition 2 ::-.B , day cruising c~ispositio21 T may 

work if t here are no enerily subs in the area . But BLUE uell 

knons ORANGE submarines are :'.)resent . Eoreover the concentra 

tion of cruisers as shoun is only justified if there is accu 

rate information of the enemy . A fast enemy cruiser force 

might cut off BLm cruisers in an attack from the flank , and 

ORANGE has such a force . 

It would seem that the cruiser s mi~ht better have been 

stationed to cover both bows as well as the van , a nd that des 

troyers might better have been actively empl oyed defending BLU:']; 

capital ships against subrBrine attack until they had to take 

up their attack stations . This has all been covered in Captain 

Coffey's paper on "Light For ces in the General _ct ion". 

DIAGRAM #4 - BLUE A~yproach and Battle DiSJ?OSi tions . 

BLUE used s tandard approach and del)J.oyment dispositions . 

He had three specified approach dispositions , rrhich pennitted 

employment of his light forces in various cor.1binations on either· 

flank, the· decision as to nhich was to be used to be made as 

the situation developed • . 

LikeITise , there ~ere six battle dispositions , 1hich ,e r

ni tted almost any cor;1bination of light for ces on the flanks . 
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Needless to say , such a di ve r sity of em~loyment requires an 

early realization of the si t1 1.ation by the Commander - in- Chief and 

excellent cor.muni cation facilj_ties ,. Eorrever , as nos t of these 

communications will be require d before action is joined , there 

is reasonable a ssurance that such cotarnuni ca tions vvi ll get througr 

It v1ill be noted that the BLUE co. rrier i s e. lloried to take 

position at discretion in the various dis:9osi tions . In all of 

his plans and considerati ons , t he carrj_er is given a :u1or e or le s:.: 

independent status . BLITT :r}:l..nes at TRUK are organi zed as a sepa

rate attack group , VS plane s of Cr~div Sare used for tactical 

scouting , spottinB planes are reserved for spotting pur 1 oses . 

The carrier VS planes are enployed fir st on a q_uic1c sear ch 

in the a rea of BLU=:; advan ce to locate eneNy subr:iarines , then on 

a widely extended search to locate enei,lY I-Iain Body and carrier . 

BLUE bor.1.bers and torpedo -, L.1ne s are to be held in readiness to 

be launched a s soon as suitable objectives are l ocated by the 

search . 

The carrier 1 s 4 VJ planes are to pat r ol the a rea of BLUE 

advance . 

But no c onsider able t houe;ht is given as to the possibilitie: 

of protecting the carr ier itself fro□ an attack . Yet this carri 

is an invaluable as set to BLUE in t he further operations contem-

plated . 

BLUE , in the statenent of the ~)roblem , has a landing field 

at TRU:( vrith ample facilitie s for repairj_n 0 and fueli ng planes . 

All BLUE vessels were fueled by 0100 , 15 August . 

ITould it not have been possible to land all Jlanes fron 

CV-4 before 0100 an6. then had CV- 4: s o:rtie at 0100 and stand away 

from last known position of ORJ...::. IG.C force at high speed until day. 

light when further inforHati on i.'.:ight be had? 

BLUE p l anes could have o:9erated ou-~ of TRu.rC for the earlier 

phases of the engacement , i f one occurred during the fo renoon . 
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In the r.1eantine CV- 4 could. have ke::c,t :Jre tty well clear of air 

attack and could h&ve returned to t he neighborhood of ~~RUK 

after the fi r st flurries of air att a ck , picked up her planes 

c:md continued her OlJ ero. t ions vi i th the BLUE Escort . 

• This may not ha ve :yroved com)letely effe ctive , but it 

r 

r.rould l1a ve been at least an effort to save the carrier . 

DI ,',.GRAL ;f5 - ORAITG: Ope r a ti on Order . 

As in the case of BLUS , OllAtJGE Adi.li ral O. C. iilak e s an esti 

mate of the strat e 1:., ic si tuati on durin:; the afternoon of 14 Aug

ust u p on informa ti on received t l1at day f rom a n ai r reconnais 

sance of TRUi~. 

Hi s I:i ssion : "To interrupt BLUE I s OAE-m - I,:AHI L.A line of 

cornmunicatio1 s , in order t o keep BLUE Fleet immobile" .. . 

His de ci sion cs to the bes t ~a7 t o acc ompli sh this was : 

" To de st roy t he first considerable BL- .t:, Force leaving TRUK , by 

de ci sive enga e;e-;ien t 71 • 

His supportinG measures ue re ~ 

1 . A general :moveraan t to the northeast~ard during the 

ea rly part of t he ni ght to avoi d )ossi b le ni ght attacks on 

surface vessels . 

2 . A return t onard TRUI~ in tie morning in order to f a 

cilitate aircraft obse r vat i o:1 of tl1at base , and to be in a posi 

tion to inter cept an~r considerable force rfhich ma y att empt to 

leave . The J'.:ain Body 1.rill b e 100 Hiles 40° from the entran ce 

to NORTIIEAST PASS 2c t 0500 , 15 August . 

3 . Early observation of the approaches to 'l'RU~: , and of 

the ha rbor its elf , in order to obtain pror,1pt inf or:ma tion of the 

departure of any cons i de rable force . 

4 . A search to loca te any f orce wh ich departs, folloued 

by tactical s couting to 11ainta in observation of its conpo si tion , . 

disposition and movements . 
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5 h . Maneuvering to effe ct contact between the ) rincipal 

fo r ces •. 

6 •. A de c isive enga geiuent • . 

7 •. A c ha se to conplete destruction of all poss ible enemy 

for ces . 

Require d of t he Solver : 

Req •. #5 - The operat i on order to pu t the s trate gic decision 

and supporting mea sures , already stated in t he problem , into 

effect . 

Req. #1 - An e st i mate of the tactical situation, 

Req •. #2 - a battle plan, resulting from t_1e e stimate , and 

Req . # 3 - Battle disposition (graphi c) to fulfil support 

ing measure J6 - A deci s ive engagement • . 

Req . # 7 - Scouting plan t o fu l fi l supporting r;1easure #3 , 

early observation of the ap_roaches to TRUK and the harbor it 

self , and , #4 , search to locate any force which departs followed 

by tact i cal s couting to maintain observa tion of it s composition , 

disposition and movements • . 
r 

) Req • . ;'/:6 - Crui s ing 

l Req •. #7 - Approach 

dispo sit ion , and 

disposition , to fulfil supporting mea -

sure #5 , ma neuvering to effect contact be t ween the p rincipal 

forces • . 

Req . #8 - .A communication plan . 

Looking at the di agram, t his so lver used paragraph one for 

information as it is intend ed . 

He also promptly used the deci s ion arrived at in the strate

gi c est imate, 1,aragraph 3 gives t he orders t o his subordinat e 

commanders which meet the re qu irements of t he supporting measures 

and al so requires their presence in the general action . 

Attention is invited to the task assigned to the submarines , 

which is almost certain to result in a wide flung s cou ting line 

at daybreak . Are submarines proper instruments for s couting? 
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They are often so used but rarely effectively. Possibly it would 

have been better to have only used a fevv for observation and to 

have retained the LJB.jor portion for a striking force. After all, 

two divi sions of cruisers and one carrier uere to engage in 

scouting at daybreak. 

DIAGRAH /}6 - ORA.."l'JGE Battle Plan. 

In the Battle Plan ORA.."l'JGE took as his ~.1ission the tactical 

accomplishment required by the strategic decision , the destruc

tion of the first considerable BLUE force leaving TRUK. 

ORANGE assumptions were not too detailed and were general 

enough to cover the likely courses of action. 

Coming to the plan itself, paragraph 2, it is quite evident 

that ORAHGE has decided to engage in a hamme r and tongs action. 

And this wi th a force nearly eQual in strength. 

\"/ould he have done this in fact? Vias this decision reached 

because the solver, for game board purposes , wished to engage 

promptly? 

In solving, the student should attempt to do wha t he would 

do in the actual situation. 

An ORANGE victory is necessary, yet ORANGE relative naval 

situation must be improved. 7ith so little disparity of forces, 

surely ORANGE was justified in delaying engaging until a favor

able situation developed or until he was forced by time and cir

cumstances to engage or otherwise lose hisqpportunity. 

An unusual assignr&ent of forces is made in that the battle 

cruisers are assigned to defend rear of battle line against light 

forces. With ORANGE superiority in cruisers it would seem that 

this is an improper assignment for the battle cruisers. To prop

erly defend against strong attack will require that the battle 

cruisers use all their guns~ main battery and broadside, against 

the attack, which leaves ORANGE BBp outclassed .. Furthermore, 

their s~eed advantage is more or less nullified by their station. 
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The batt le cruiser design sacrificed protection for s peed . Only 

by use of s peed can they attain positions whose advantages offset 

t hei r weakness in protection . 

One might conceive capping the rear, but when one considers 

the tremendous increase of torpedo effectiveness on a follo~ing 

target , the rear is scarcely a position to be sought by battle 

cruisers. 

It is noted that ORANGE has decided on a prompt closing of 

the range to 17 ,000 yards , where OR.ANGE has su~erior r ange band . 

Paragraph 3 (c) assigns considerable of a job to the air

craft . Paragraph 3 (x) makes the battle plan effective ror a ir

craft on discovery of the enemy - yet air torpedo attack is to be 

coordinated with light _force torpedo attack , which is to begin 

some tiEie after deployment . 

That is a minor point ; and after all , plans are subject to 

all sorts of interferences , in the air , especially . 

DIAGRAM # 7 - Cruising Disposition . 

This is the night cruising dispo s ition of ORF~JG~ at 0500 on 

the day of the action . It has practically e qual protection from 

attack in any direction , except the rear , and even there it is 

strong . 

DIAGRAM r/-8 - Approach and Battle Dispositions . 

Here OR.ANGE , as did BLUE, kept the destroyers unoccupied 

where they might well have been screening the battle line . 

Also ORANGE carrier is perilously close to OR.ANGE Main Body . 

One thing is certain , a large number of ships is more easily lo

cated than a single ship . Any enemy force seeking the enemy mQill 

body is bound to find the carrier also . All roads are leading 

to Rome . Here again it 1.7ould seem that the carrier should not be 

so near the main bo dy so that siGhting one locates the·other ; nor 

should it be on the line between the enemy and our main body, as 
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that is the most likely line of approach of searching planes 

and ships ., 

It would s eem ,that it should be on the opposite bearing out 

to the limit of effective air cooperation ~ The enemy is less 

likely to detect it there,, and . if detected, it may be outside 

the effective radius of attacking planes . 

As seen , in both approach and deployment ,. the battle crui

sers are tied down to the battle line . Such an unbalanced ar

rangement of light forces as shown here seems only ,.-Jarranted when 

one can impose the direction of de1)loyment on the enemy or when 

one is obliged by ci r cumstances to deploy in a pre - determined 

direction . Ot herwise , it handicaps the comriiander , he has to 

await enemy deployment in order to place his own light forces 

where they rlill be most effective a gains t the enemy . 

On the other hand the enemy can 1u.ake a false deployment 

and then reverse the direction of deployment , leavinb ones light 

forces in the rear of the action , a position that is ineffective 

and difficult to correct in time, or without confusion and inter

ference with own gunfire. 

DIAGRA~~/-} 9 - Moves 1 & 2 (0500 - 0612) . 

BLUE Commander had de cided to sortie using NORTHEAST FASS 

on the morning of 15 August. At 0500 BLU:S Main Body passed thru 

the Point of Ori gin , Lat . 7°~35' N.; Lqng . 15~- 03 E. T~e carrier , 

CV- 4 plus 2 DD as screen , the submarine force of 11 subs , crui

sers and destroyers had sortied earlier so as to be in the sta 

tions as shown at the beginning of this diagram. 

The cruiser mine layer and 10 A.Ms , after having covered the 

sortie , accompanied the cruiser force , in the van, in a compact 

formation to the rear of the cruisers . The BLUE Commander had no 

definite role for thi s force in his b ttle plan and apparently 

expe c ted them to have to re turn to port without having a chance 
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to join in the battle . Em-rever , the se vessels mi ght we ll have 

been screening important units of the BLUE Fleet . BLUE destroyers, 

it will be noted , are kept concentrated in squadrons with the ex

ception of one squadron whi ch is screening the cruisers, and 5 

destroyers screening the 5 BLUE BBs. 

BLUE carrier is out in the van, about t we lve rn.iles on the 

starboard bow of the eastern BLUE submarine s , with two DDs as 

screen., 

During the night of 14- 15 Augus t OR.ANGE had advanced his 

submarines towards TRUK at high speed and at 0500, 15 August 

three were in the vicinity of NORTHEAST PASS while 5 more were 

on a scouting line m-r to SE the nearest some 20 miles from the 

entrance vii th a r.ia jority dispersed t o intercept a BLUE r ovement 

t o the North~est . 

OR.ANGE 1\:ain Body , i n night cru ising formation, was on course 

231, speed 11, fleet guide was about 100 miles bearing 40° from 

NORTHEAST PASS at 0500 . 

The game begins at this point . 

At 0445 OR_~~GE sub I-56, on the surface, si ghted in the 

darkne~s BLITT Desron #5 on ENE course and by 0500 t his information 

,;;ras in the hands of OR.Al'.JGE Commander. However , other important 

BLUE uni ts had alrea.dy pa ssed I - 56 and 111ere well out to sea . 

ORA.l~GE submarines , on this contact , started concentrating toTiards 

NORTHEAST PASS . A flight of seven ORANGE VS was launched at 0500 

to scout radially from NTT to SE for a distance of 130 miles . 

At 0530 BLUE launched 3 VS and 4 VJ planes to patro l ahead 

of BLUE Main Body , at a llei ght of 5000 feet. 

At about 0545 BLUE carrier , having moved to the Nfi to a 

position ahead of BLUE submarine line, launched 15 VS to scout 

radially in all directions for a distance of 150 miles . At 0530 

BLU3 and ORANGE submarines submerged to avoid detection during 

early dayl ight . 
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At 0538 ORANGE directed his cruisers to concentrate by 

divisions and directed order to divisions in f ormation a nd their 

distance ahead of fleet guide . 

Three BLUE planes scouting to ~ards the North and Northea s t 

made three contacts with ORANGE destroyers between 055 5 an d 0557 

and reported them as on Southwesterl y courses . 

ORANGE air activity began promptly a t 0500 . In addition to 

the 7 VS launched to scout fo r BLUE for ces at sea , ORANGE sent 

2 VS a ccompanied by 6 VF to investigate TRUK . As soon as these 

were clear , ORANGE carrier launched all planes to f orn up into 

t wo groups , an attack group of bombers and torpedo :9lanes , and a 

protective g roup of VS and VF . The carrier i t s elf then moved to 

the NE with its planes ci rcling overhead ,. awaiting order to attack 

Yihen infoniation of enemy had been received from ORANGE scouts . 

There is always a question as to the a dvisability of launch

ing planes before an objective has been loca ted . , Yet t o keep 

them on deck jeopardizes t heH in case an a l ert enemy launches 

an early air attack agains t the carrie r . 

Plane s once launched , rapidl y use up fuel, especia lly the 

heavily l oaded bonbers and torpedo plane s • . On the other hand 

in the air , they can be promptly sent against the enemy , once he 

is located; they are safe from des truction before they can take 

off and organize ; and t hey are ina position to offer resistance 

to an air raid . Also , if no objective is l ocated , the pl an0s can 

be landed on the carrier a nd r efueled . It ~ould seem advisablG , 

for the early morning p0ri od and until the area i mmediate ly dan

gerous to the flo at has been thoroughly s earched, to go t p l anes 

off carri ers' d0ck s an d in tho air . 

BLUE carrier e l ected t o koop his attack p lanes on de ck until 

an obj e ctive had boon locat ed , or unt il an a ttack thr oatonod • . I n 

tho position taken by BLUE carrier , it was especially vulnerable 

to early attack . I t rra s only by chanc e that ORlliGE air scouts 

pass Gd , out of visibi lity dist2.nce , _on oi thor s ide of BLUE carrio:'.' , 
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OR.ANGE submarine I - 5, a t 0542 and I - 4 a t 0545 sighted several 

destroyers on course NE and reported t he ir course and posi tion 

to OR.! GE C-in- C. ORAl'TGE I - 5?, submerged, heard propellers of 

large vessels at 0535 and by 0609 have reported their posi tion and 

course to. ORANGE C- in - C and to ORANGE submarines . 

Shortly after six ofclock ORI\.NGE scouting plane passed over 

TRUK and reported the BLUE convoy in TR.UK . 

ORANGE by six o'clock ha s a pre tty fair knowledge of BLUE 

Fleet . He knows uhere the Hain Body is , and three groups of 

destroyers have been located . The co nvoy is at TRUK . Oii.ANGE 

flight of 3 VS and 6 VF sent to investigate THUK reports at 0600 

that the convoy only is at TR.UK and turns towards the Eas t i:ra.rd t o 

gain informat ion of BLUE forces at sea . A BLlill scouting plane , 

l - S- 10 , sights this fli &;ht of planes and re1Jorts them to BLUE Com

mander • .As a result of t his contact BLUE Crudiv 9 launche d 6 VS 

to s cout the area 010 - 045 ahead of BLUE Flee t , and to observe 

the cot1pcosi tion and movements of the enemy . This servi ce of in

form.a ti on i7as to be maintained , tho lJlanes to reservice at TR.UK 

as necessary . BLUE carrier launched 18 VF, nine to guard tho car

rier and nino to proceed to tho battle lino and p rotect it from 

the flight of planes reported by BLUE scout l - S- 10 . 

By 0603 ORilJJGE flight of 9 planes si ght and report tho BLUE 

ba ttleships , destroyers and cruisers . ORANGE, ,ri th this informa

tion rrhich verified previous reports , starts his attack group of 

planes on course 210 to attack BLITT ba ttle lino . BLUE co.rrie;r has 

not yet boon located , although it is al~ost in tho puth of tho o.p 

proaching fle ets . 

ORANGE loavos hi s 3 VS to observe movemen ts of BLUE floot 

and tho 6 VF a rc returning to tho carri er . 

A BLUE patrol pl ane over the BLU3 fleet sighted and reported 

a submarine at 0608 so BUJE knovJS ORAIJG~ has subs in his vicinity . 

Before the end of thi s move BLUE scouting planes 1 - S- l and 2 have 
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sigh ted OR.ANGE cruisers and seven large eneny shi ps on Sout h 

we sterly courses . 

Novr each side has an accurate idea of the pos ition and make 

up of the enemy forces except for carri ers and submarines . The 

t wo fleets are appr oaching each. other nearly head on . 0:':t.ANGE ha s 

an air attack organized and on its TTay . 

ORANGE submarines have overshot the BLUE fleet , and due to 

their dispe rsion , will have a hard time reac hing their objectives , 

the BLUE cap ital ships , unless BLUS moves to t he Northrrest •. BLlJS 

submarines , having sub:rile r ged at 0530 and running a t low speed, are 

being r apidly closed by BLUE surfa ce forces . 

DI.AGRAM #10 - Moves 3 , 4 (0612 - 0648) . 

This period marks great activity on the part of ai r for ces 

and submarines . Each side has accurate information as to surface 

forces and have observing planes over enemy r.1a in body , reporting 

their movements . 

t 0625 BL~ scout plane l - S- 2 locat es OR.A..'l\J"G:S carrier and 

reports its position .. OR.A..l\fGE flight of 6 VF , taking a look at 

BLUE surfac e fo rces , s i ghts BLUE car rier at 0640 and s tands to 

rrard the carrier , intending t o dive bo1ili if the carrie r has planes 

on de ck . In proceeding t owards the carrier ,. these planes sight 

BLUE submarines e.nd at 0646 report this contact . Nou all BLUE 

forces have b oon located •. As ORANGE submarines are be i ng fre quent 

ly sighted by BLUE air pa tro l , all of ORANGE for ces are l ocated . 

Both Commanders have information upon vrhich they can net . 

He will now follow· t ho vari ous actions through . 

Reports of BLUE submarine s f rom BLU3 pa trol p lanes causes 

BLUE to mo ve to the Southeast and lo.t or to the Sout h . BLUE des

troyers sprea d out and swoop t ho o.rca . ORANGE submarine · .. I - 5 , 

periscoping t o gain i nf or ~~ tion f or attack , is sighted by a plane . 

Four BLUE destroyers proc ood to t ho aroa and dro p a total of 1 20 

de pt h charges . But I - 5 oscapod damage . 
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ORANGE I - 53 , 56 , 57 on the surface trying to catch up with 

the BLUE Main Body , are driven down by 3 ORANGE VS in the a rea , 

and whom they suspect to be enemy . OR.WGE I - 4 , 3 and 2 are kept 

dovm by BLUE patrol planes . The movement to the Southeast by 

BLUE is away from these submarines but may lead BLITT ba ck to the 

submarines already left behind . Should not BLUE have heavily 

screened his important units and driven on through? It is usually 

bad practice to hover in an area known to contain submarines . 

BLUE subfila rines continue submerged and as a result the 

movement of BLUE surface forces project the submarines further 

towards the enemy , a very desirable condition , as BLUE surface 

forces were rapidly overtaking the submerged submarines . 

ORANGE }~ain Body changed course to 200° a t the beginning of 

this period and concentrated his destroyers and cruisers in his 

van . ORANGE despatched 10 VS from his Crudivs 5 & 6 to operate 

over ORANGE carrier . Each TTas equipped with 2- 116# bombs . OR.ANGE 

carrier at this time had no pro t ecting planes . 

Let us go back to the 6 OR~GE VF standing towards the BLUE 

carrier . The latter early in this period , had headed into the 

vv-ind and launc hed 18 bonbers , each armed r,ri th 1000/f bomb s , with 

orders to attack OR.ANGE carrier located at 0625 by BLUE scout . 

BLU~ carrier then headed South . Shortly afterwards the ORANGE 

flight t o the 1Jestvmrd was sighted by BLUE VF ( 9) protecting the 

carrier . These planes enga ged and shot dovm the ORANGE fli ght . 

BLIB lost 5 VF in the action . ~!hile this air battle was on , a 

large flight of planes was sighted to the northward by CV- 4 . This 

was the ORANGE atta ck group which , on its way to the BLUE battle 

line , sighted BLUE carrier and turned touards it . 

Shortly before that , the ORANGE attack group had sighted 

BLUE attack group north bound . Both c;rouj_)s passed ea.ch other uith 

out .· engaging . Doul d t hey have done this in battle? 
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57 ORANGE planes were on their way to a ttack the ene:my batt l e 

line - they pass 18 heavy planes of t he enemy , bound in t h e di 

rection of their own carrier. It probably TTould be futil e for 

OR.ANGE heavy planes to attempt to pursue, but what about t he VF 

and VS? ORAJifGE planes had some 40 mi l es in vrhich to break up 

t he BLUE att a ck . It would seem something could have been done .• 

Certainly carriers are too valuabl e to be left at the mercy of 

chance.. Seventeen VF and VS could , through fort y miles of air 

fighting, certainly could have disorgan i zed and 1mteria l l y reduced 

the effectivene s s of BLUE attack. 

At t he end of the period ue find BLUE carrier in a hot s pot .. 

She has to turn through 135° to get into the rri nd , s he has a 

sq_uadron of 18 torpedo planes on deck , together wi th 9 VT equ ipped 

for smoking . Four BLUE VF are 5 mile s away , having survived a dog 

fight with 6 ORANGE Vli"' . And 57 eneiilY planes are about 12 miles 

away . 

Othe r si gnificant mov,es in thi s :peri od are the movement of 

OR.ANGE :Ma i n Body to the m-i , abandoning t he weather gauge positi on ; 

the BLUE move of his battle line to the SE a nd South into a knm-m 

subnmrine area , and the failure of both Cornr mnders to thoroughly 

screen their capital s h i ps from submarine attack , r,rhen submarines 

are :known to be in tl1e area . 

BLUE carrier , between the approaching battle lines , is about 

to be attacked by a group of planes orig inally despa tche d against 

BLUE battle line, vJhile ORANGE carrier is about to suffer an at 

tack by a group of BLUE planes allowed the ir opportunity by a 

superi or group of ORANGE planes . 
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DI.AGR.Ai i -'L 11 - '.iov0 s 5 8.~ 6 ( 064.-8 to 07-18) • ____ .lf. -·-

This l)eriod lil.arks heavy air activity and the beg inn ing 

of sub::.iarine: attacks . BLUE carrier , CV- 4 , about to be attaclrnd, 

headed up into the wind and hurriedly began launching planes. 

All BLUE planes eot off , but we r e u nable to ge t into o.ny de

f ensive forn ation or to ge t al ti tu.de before lG ORANGE bor2bers, 

protected by 10 VF , bomb the car:cier Hith 100(},} bonbs . 

This attack destroys CV- 4 flight declc , total• dan o.ge 28<;-b A. n. 

and 29% U. ti . uhich. reduc e s her speed to 20 lmot s . CV- L.:: s 'cands 

to t :rn south intending to return to 'rJ.UK . 

In this air attack BLUE had 4 VF s tanding in to assist in 

the de fense of BLUE c arrier . These ue re shot do1m. ORANG~ lost 

3 VF and 5 VB , t he latter being shot down by CV- 4 anti-aircro.ft 

fire . 

The seven re:ri1aining ORANGE VF joined up u i th OR.Ai~GE to rpedo 

planes and scouts TTll ic h were standing tonards BLUE battle line . 

The 11 bombers s tarted back for their carrier . 

BLUE battle line was ::_:i rote cted by 9 VF sent out earlier 

from the carrier to guard the battl e line . 24 VT , 7 VS and 7 VF 

are about t o attaclc . 

The BLUE battleships we re in divi s ion line o f bearing , 

cours e NE , speed 16 . ORAf\TGE plan of attack vJas to lay a smolce 

scree n about 3000 yards in advanc e of BLUE BBs , extending arov.nd 

ea ch bow. Six VTs equipped as sr.1okers TTere to lay a screen 4000 

yards in advanc e , thus thi ckening the curtain. The 18 torpedo 

planes were t o approach their target at a good altitude , then 

dive , come thru the curtain and attaclr from. eac h bo ia . The period 

under A. A. fire would be from the s:.ioke curt a in to t he po int of 

attack , betne en one and t wo minutes . 9 BLUE VF sighted the at

tac k but vrere n et by 7 OR.ANGE VF. Hhile this a c tion rms on , 

OR.ANGE launched her ottaclc . BLUE battleships, s i ghting the at 

tack coming in went ships right as the ORliliGE torpedo planes 

dived behind their smoke . 
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The 9 p lanes on BLUE starboard bo TT found th e ir target a ngle 

·co be about 00° -r1hen they e~·:1erged fro::.:. t h e sri1oke, rrhile the 9 on 

the port be w'.!1 had a target angle of about 125° • 

0:8Al'JGE lost 1 VS and 2 VT sa okers fron A.A. fire in lay i ng 

their smoke curtain . 5 OR.Al\JGE VTs were lost from A. A. :fire; 

thirteen torpedoes were launched and seven r an. T~-:-o BLUE BBs 

on the right flank and one on the left flank each received one 

torpedo hit (BB- 37, 39, 41) . 

BLUE fighting planes finally shot donn the 7 OR.AHGE VF, 

losing all but 2 of their VF in doing it. These two VF at

-tacked the torpedo planes as they u e r e returning fro r,1 their 

attack . 2 OR.ANGE VT and the 2 BLUE VF are lost. 

OR.ANGE scouting planes, joined by the VS of the 'I':]UK 

flight aided the attaclc by bombinc; BLUE BBs with 115f,i bornbs, 

doing minor damage but disorganizing BLUE A. A. defense. 2 VS are 

lo st. Three OR.ANGE VS and 11 VT start back to wards tlleir car-

rier . 

This attack was a serious blo v,r to BLUE, as t i1ree nore BLUE 

BBs now need unden7ater re-oairs . Har dly had the exc i ten ent died 

dom1 when BLUE BB- 42, on the right flank, is struclc by a h i gh 

speed torpedo coEing from t he northwarcl . ORA1'1"GE sub I-5 finally 

got an opportunity to attack BLUE battle line . 

BLUE BB- 42 now has a speed of 17 knots , BB- 37 18 . 5 knots , 

and BB- 39 & 41 each 1 9 knots , while CV- 4 has 20 knots . 

NoTT let us take up the BLUE air attac k on 0:2.ANG::i:: . At 

about 0718 the 18 BLUE bombers , each armed ·v.rith 1000} boL1bs, 

reacl1 ORANGE carrier, ui th only A. A. de f ense to defend l1er •. 

OR.ANGE scouting planes have been r e ca lled to defend the battle 

line . CV- 2 maneuvers at high speed but the attack gets in. 

Seven BLUE VBs are shot doTin . The carrier lost her flying deck, 

suffered 20% A. 1.J . and 15% U. n • . dam.age and has speed reduced to 

24 knots . 
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BLUE bombers r eport completing their attaclc and having 

seen hi ts nade on ORANGE carrier deck, then start back to \-mrds 

TRUK •. 

10 BLUE torpedo planes and 8 VTs equipped for smoking stand 

touards ORANGE battle line,. uhere they a re u et by defending 

ORANGE VS, sor,1e 11 all told •. 

BLUE lays a smoke curtain .and attack s.. But the interfer

ence from ORANGE VS and ORANGE anti-a ircraft fire reduce the 

effectiveness of their attack •. 

3 BLUE VT and 2 smomers are shot down; seven torpedoes are 

launc.hed,. three run,., and one hits BB-2 , reducing h er speed to 

20 lcnots,.. ORAl'ifGE loses 11 VS in defending her battle line. 

The nine remaining BLUE VT head back for TRU1C 

Early in this period 6 BLUE patrol planes leave the TRUK 

are a to attaclc OR.ANGE uith 1000// bombs .. As. they near ORi\1-JGE 

battle line, they a l"'e r.1et by 5 OR11_1\J'GE s c outs returning from 

their- early morning sear~h . Tno BLU:C VP are lost·, t wo r.1ore 

shot dorm by ORANGE A. A •. fire but trvo get in t he ir attack on 

ORAi.l'GE BBs,, drop 4 - · 1oootf bombs a nd the n he ad baclc for TRU1C. 

These bo:~bs add to t h e unden7ate r dar.iage on OR.A.H}E BBs,. and 

cause additional damage on deck. 

That practically completes offensive air oper~tions for 

the time being at least. Remaining ORANGE planes from the car

rier have no place to land. BLUE carrier planes are on their 

uay back to TRlHC,. \7here t hey can rese rvice. Time uill play in 

BLUE's favor. 

Let us turn to the other forces . BLUE I.1ain Body early ·in 

the period change d course to NE , speed 16. During the air at

tack course was c h anged to East. Then can e the attaclc by 

OR.Al\JGE sub I-5. 
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All ORAIJGE subs are noi:J in BLUE's rear. Fror,1 now on 

BLUE should lrne) the subn arine threat in his rear - should lrneiJ 

going and not lilill around in an area infested with submarines. 

BLUE cruise1 ... s lceep on course NE -ghile BLUE DDs are sweep

ing. BLUE sube arines have surfaced in order to gain ground 

towards the enemy •. 

OR.AJ."\JGE Hain Body continues on course about 200°, speed 16. 

Battle cruisers i n column behind the battleshi p s TI"hich are in 

CO 1 U.ill.Il • . 

ORANGE subs, hanpe:ced by planes passing overh ead are having 

a hard ti1:1e getting up to the BLUE Fleet. 

At the end of this period , BLU~ and ORAi TGE cruisers are 

only 18 miles apart vlhile BLUE subnarines are perfectly place d 

betueen the approaching battle line~ • . 

DI.AGR.Al.1 12 - I.iove s 7-9 ( 0748 - 0812). 

The cruisers of the opposing forces being in sight, the 

game n as put on the board at this time • . 

The 15 BLUE VS planes on scouting duty, are returning froDl 

t heir flight. Five of these on t he southern search, . land_ at 

TRUK • . Ten in the nort hern area, having started on their 

flight e quipped -~-;i t h ligh t bonbs , a t ·cac lc eneny light forces • . 

Four are shot doTITI by A.A. fire, but six drop t heir boii1bs on 

ORANGE crui sers and destroyers, doing minor dal'llage •.. The six 

reiiiaining BLUE carrier VS start back tonards ':i:RlJlC . .Six BLUE 

cruiser VS continue to observe OR.AJ:JGE surface forces . Four 

BLUE VJ and 3 VS patrol the a r ea ahead of BLu-~ advance • . 

BLUE cruisers now launch t h eir spotting planes and prepare 

to engage enemy cruisers. 

ORANGE is using her carrier VTs to observe and reDort 

move-:1ent of BLUE batt leshi J> s. All VS ) lane s are c oncent:;. ... ated 

in the area of ORiJ-JGE battle line to protect b a t t le line spot

ters. :;:;1even ORi-uJGE bor.1bers are ~)at rolling ahe ad. of ORAlJGE 

Eain Body , guarding against BLUE subs. 
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At the beginning of t h is yeriod BUJE ordered h is n ine 

layers to ret1-u~n to TRUK. . As soon as they cleared the de stroy ... 

e r area, these v essel s spread out for a s ii7eep. OR .... i.l'TGE sub 

I - 4 -r.ras forced down for a time . 

BLUE battle s h i p s are nou in course :Wast, s :,;)eed 12, z i g 

zagg ing . BLUE light forces , to t he northward , co nf orm. BLUE 

cruise 1.~s open on OR11JJGE cruisers at 0800 , p l an e spot • . At 

tha t time O~JfG:::: cruisers are heading south towards BLUE in 

division col1-rr111s, and BLUE cruisers are in a coltllilil non:ial to 

the bearing line of these cruise r s. Only t h e BLUE CAs c an 

fire and they co ncentra te on the t hree OR.ANGE CL , ~he ne a rest 

ships • . 

ORANG3 opened fire rJi th bow guns but as they have no plane 

spot, the fire is ine ffe ctive • . ORANGE CJ:'.Uise r spotters are 

guarding ORANGE battle line spotters vln i c h. rrn::ce launched at 

0754 , ._although tbe battle lines are so1 1e 35 miles a-part. BLUE 

destroyers hurry out of the firing areao BLUE, cruisers , ~y line 

of bearing _ manE;3uver, . retire slowly to-rrnrds BLUE Main Bo dy , 

maintaining broadside fire on OR.ANGE cruis ers . At 0809 BLUE 

CLs get within range of ORANGE cruisers and open fire • . 

OTI.t.l·m:c , on cours e 230 , speed 18 . ORJU GE cruiser fire is 

ineffective . Furthermore he is recei Ving enfilade fire . from 

BLUE cruisers • . ORANGE begins to fin d that his CCs are too 

rigidly placed. In the van they might have driven o~t and 

disorganized the BLUE cruise rs , so they are starting to move 

to the van at t h e end of this period. 

Note the posit ion or t he BLUE sub 1.:iarine s . Also note the 

remarlcable restraint of SS-156 , 155 t : 154. Maybe they would 

have done this in action , _but I doubt it . Eight CA targets and 

3 CL targets coming to them. • • 
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As it turned out, they did not fire at t he cruise::cs and 

pa ssed under t her.1 undete_c1ed . They later had more valuable 

ORANGE units to fire at. But it must :10.ve req_uire d great re 

st raint and a dee ided de ·c ermination to a ccompli sh their mi s-

sion against ORANGE capital ships •. 

The present indications are that BLUE intends to deploy 

easterly and OR.ANGE light forces move torra:cd the eastern area._ 

ORANGE subs are in BLUE' s rear. Jmy retirement tonards TRUK 

will bring ORAHGE subs into action. 

ORANGE CL-15 is damaged. 20% and CL-1 6_ lo% by the end of 

this period.. BLUE cruisers have received no danag e . 

DIAGR.Al'.1 itl3 - Moves 10-15 ( 0812-1833) 

This :'._)eriod m.a r k:s the continuati 0n of light force action 

and the beginn ing of BLUE submarine offensive . 

The air f orc es of both sides have comDletea_ t heir offensive 

and are nou principally concerned vdt h r1a intaini ng plane spot 

and an.ti-submarine patrol. 

OR.Al-JGE c arrier planes have no place to land. OTIANGE car

rier has been ordered to j9in t heir main body to reinforce 

OR.AJ}JGE cruisers . 

BLUE carrier planes are teturning to TRUK ,. BLUE carr ier 

has been recalled to the battle area and is about 9 miles south 

of' BLUE battle line at the end of this period . , 

2 BLUE VP returning to TRUK sight ORP.NGE sub marine I-3 

and report._ BLT.JE A. s. patrol planes and VS planes observing . 

ORANGE rnain body,, running 101.1 in fuel 1 are ob 1 iged. to r e turn 

to TRUK. At 0827 VJ"- 3 sights ORANGE I-56, attaclcs i.?ith 4 -

116/;~ bombs , and re1)orts the co ntact. ORAHGB sub is forced 

doYm b~t is undaraaged . All of these contacts indicate that 

OR1\NGE suomarines a re betvveen BLill main body and TRDK. If 

ORANGE is also anare of this situation it would seem that 

ORANGE main body u ight better force BLUE back against ORANGE 
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submarines . Th is uould nean a movement to the East vmrd and 

southeastward , Hhich Hould al so k eep the v1eather guage . 

Novi ORliNGE is a ,:mre that BLUE subnarine s ai~e :9resent and 

know t heir app roximate location . At t he end of ·~lie last dia

gram VJe sav1 t hem about to pass under· ORLNG:S c:cuisE-r 7.~.n e . 

OR.A11U:C DDs are in squadron for:uation in the cru .i.se:;-- a ::e8.~ 

'.:.re 11-rill now follo n the gun action t ~1I'u , t 1'3 .. 1 ta ·.ce up sub

marine activities. BLUE cruisers (CA) continue tL 8 L.' co ncen

tration on OR.Ai\JGE CL s 15 & 1 6 for ano·cher G n inutes , then find 

ing that they have e:,r~ended 25% of their total m;u 1.unition \Ti th 

no evident effect , discontinued gun fire and turn touards their 

battle line . Their line of bearing formation nhich has been 

maintained ror some time, has caused considerable interference 

with t heir gun fire . 

ORANGE CLs 15 and 16 have suffered a total damage of 20% 

each . This rough handling causes OR-il'JG~ to i-ritl1dran the CL •di

vision from the van . OR.ANGE coiilluander now considers the ndvis

abili ty of substituting these CLs for the CCs as a rear guard. 

The question arises, men is a chang e of plan justified? 

As has been said before, the tactical si tuatioh must be kept co n

stantly up to date a . ·.111en a real change in t he original situation 

becomes evident, the battle plan should be change d ac cordingly . 

Ih ·this case , however, the plan could not have been completely 
' ' 

sound if damage to t vm 1 ight c ruisers , destroyer sq_uadron 

cruiser leaders, causes a change or plan. ORANGE ' s real cause 

for a change of plan is the improper rol e assigned to his 

battle cruisers . 
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OR.Ai.·r-;iu=: cruis e1~s , heret ofore vii thout :plane spot, vmre 

unable to handle BLUE c ruisers . Planes have n0v1 been assigned 

the c ruisers and they open on BLUE. Eight OR~U~GE CAs open on 

BLUE CAs and CLs, ship for ship . But orrin6 to long rnnge, 

blanketing of fire and c hange of range , GO. S :penalty, this fire 

is not effective ai.1.d OR.ANGE , to reduce a-;mitmi tion expenditure, 

s lows h is rate of fire , just lceepi nG enoueh fire to lrnep the 

range . 

At 0827 OR.ANGE tries a triple co1:.centration on BLUE CAs 

27 & 28 and a double on CA-26 . BLUE c hanges c ourse to t h e 

Sou theas-i:; and ORl:.NG~ ;onforms , changing to course South. This 

results in a cross fire and also only lead i ng ORM~GE CAs cen 

fire , and t hese only tn th bow guns . 

All of ORALmE c;un fire re sulted in a tot a l damage of 10% 

on BLUE CA-28 'ii th very little daruac;e to the other BLUE cruisers. 

I n t he last diagraLI ue saw ORJ\J.;"" Q-1~ CCs being brought from 

the rear to reinforce the Olli HGE c r1 1.i se:...0 s . This· mo vement con

tinued in thjs period . 

At about 0818 ORANGE air patrol s i c;ht e d a BLUE sub ( SS-

157) to the westrmrd of ORJ\..i.lGL leading bat tleship, distant 

5000 yards , This pl8ne dropped a sr~k:0 box. A screening de

stroyeT pro c eeded to the spot a t high s::_)eed and dep th charged . 

No d8.li1age to sub . OilAITGE battleships , zigzagg i ng a t 18 knots 

on course 155, made a si:;-,mltaneous chang e of course to 85°, 

away fro m t he submarine last reported. This took the batt l e 

ships army from SS-158 & 1 56 r✓ho uer e then <s etting into attack 

position • 
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At 0824 , OR.AtifGE CLs c hanged cour se to course 42 to avoid 

further gun dar1a ge fron BLUE c rmisers . At about the same ti11e 

2 OR~VifGE carrier scouting planes had to land, out of gas . At 

0829 ORANGE CLs , changing course to t he eastnard, sigh ted a 

periscope . This uas BLUE SS-153 about to fire a long r a nge shot 

at ORANGE battle cruise:,.~s . The light crui sers continuec1 their 

t urn passing ove 1~ the area where the sub was las·~ seene They 

made a subma rine eLiergenc y signal and OR.Al GE CCs tu.rned tovmrds 

the dange r a rea and into the torpedo salvo. BLUE SS·-153 fired 

four torpedoes , three run and one struck CC - 3, slordng her t o 

20 . 8 knots u ith 20% danage , 1mdervmter . At t h is t i me BLUE 

SS-123 , taking a look at the CCs f rora a position 2000 ycrds to 

the southward , f i red four torpedoes at them. The torpedo run 

wi ll be shoim in the next cliag1~am. 

I t will be seen tha t OR21\fGE c o.pit a l ships , at a critical 

moment , VJhen they should be getting in the gu n battle , are in 

confusion. Yor c an ORi-iNGE light forc e be confident as to uhat 

i s to hay,en next. OR.AiJG:8 destroyer s are not helping the sit

uation , 

About this time ORAiifGE battle cruisers are ordered to resU2'1e 

t heir station in t he rear of the battle ships . 

DI.AGRAM 1J l 4 - 0833 - 0845 (I.loves 16- 19) . 

During the last ~eriod and continuing during this period , 

BLUE bat tle line continues t o clo se O:ZL"...·GE on nort l10rly courses , 

speed 12 . Not e t hat 5 BLUE battleships have as a screen a DL and 

4 DD . BLUE light forces begin to ge t into a~Jp1~oach positions . 

BLUE CV-4 i s c lo sine; slouly on her m2in body. 

OR.ANGE light for c es a r e c l osing BLUE. main body, but own 

main body is over 5 --1iles a-gay froa a suppor t posit i on. 
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BLUE CAs reti:ce tor·ards thei1 ... bat -~le line and to the 

rrnst1.1ard of i t . 3LUE CLs n ave to the east1Jal ... d . This lool{s to 

OJ.ANG~ like a p ro babl y TTestrn:1.rd de:9lo~:1ent nhich nay "bring 

OrtANGE subs into action. 

BLlJZ CAs are f irint:; at t h e leaders of t he t rio O~i.11.NGE 

crui sel ... divisions CA- 32 and 28 . BLIJE CLs O)en on OR...~"\J"G=: DL 

sq_uadro n . BL1JE fire enf ilades the OR.'.UJGE c1 ... u isers . In addi tio n 

at 083 6 , BLU:: B:Js 42 , '10 and 39 , leading BLTIB battleship colur.ms , 

oi)e n a t 32 , 00 0 yaJ.. ... d s on O:rt...'.uiGE cruiser colu.,.inn leaders. By 

0842, ORiJ.\l"G:;}; C.A-£8 & 32 are eac h 10% danage d . 

ORANGE cruisers fired f - r t hre e minut es dur ing Bove 18 

a t the BLUE cru i sers , n o effect . By r u.d. ic a l ri"!.aneuve rs ruid a 

final turn to the 1.m s ·i.;nard , OR.AHG: c ruine1 ... s s aved thelilse l ves 

from very }.:mch dana.ge and :;ot out of an enfilade situation . 

At t he end of tlie last n ove , BLUE SS- 123 fire d four tor 

pedoes at t~1e ORAHGE battle cruisers , then on course East . .An 

OR.d.NGE destroye1 ... sighted the perisco :pe a nd 1,,1ith the aid of 

another s cre eni n[,; destroyer pro!:1ptly dep th charged and sank 

SS- 123. 

ORANGE CCs -.,ere on the ir turn to the North nhen these tor

pedoes we re fired and esca-)ed d amage. They san the toru edoes 

pass to the southu ard of th e southern battle cruiser. 

OR.ANGE sub:w.ar ine s aJ.. ... e a Ga in s i ghted by i3L1J3 planes re 

turning to TRlJlC. BL-U-: SS- 153 , sub1i:!.e1 ... --; ed , heara the OnAITGE CC s 

pass close aboard o At 0842 she too lc a loo l~ to the e a stVlard, 

saTT the CCs on a co urse going aHay , but a lso sm-.r ORANGE bat t le

ships on course Southe a st . She f ired four tor:pecloe s , 3 of them 

runn ing . 0Ri.NG£ battleshiDs turned to course South a nd VIhi le 

the colui:.m rras in t he n idst of H; s turn , torpedoes trnre si ghted 

to t l1e eastuard. . Before ar1y thing could be done , t no torpedoes 

h it BB- 3 , slo 1.1i n g it to 16.1 knots a nd damege underrmt er was 
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Th is 1. ;as a serious blow to ORJllJGE . ORANGE has lost her 

speed advant ao;e . No lonc;e r c an s he ch oose t l1e tin e of en:~:aging . 

Her battle line is non tied dovm to a battleship rn. th a srrned of 

l G inste a d of 23 1-mots . 

In the rr1eai7.tirne OR.AJ>TGE: c arrie1.., -olanes are having to l and f or 

lack of gas . 

Both BLUE and ORANGZ s yotting planes are yriLlcipall y con

-ce rned TTi th maint a ining their oun spot. .1 s BLUE long rang e fire 

advantage is one of ORANGE ' s :;_,1.ost se1 ... i ous problen s , n i ght not 

ORANGE planes have tried to break u p BLUE spotting? For neit her 

side to have plane spot uould opera t e to ORANGE adv a ntage . 

DIAGR.Ai\tI j~l 5 - 0845-0903 (l ioves 20-25). 

This move finds t he OR.A!.'JG:J: battle line harassed by sub2ar

ines. It is practically surrotmded anc1 this at a tir~e it uishes 

to close t he range rapidly. 

OR.Al'ifGE ap:9a r entl y sensed a ';""JGsterly de::_:>loy:1en.t by BLUE , 

poss ibly OR.ANGE hope d BLUE nould de:'._)loy that way . At any rate, 

ORJ'lifGE i nflexible arrangeHent of lig ht forces, c aus es a general 

movement o f OR.i',NG~ c ruisers and destr ')yers to t he 1.fe s ·cua1 d . 

OR~NGE non r earranges h is disposition of capital s h i ps and 

gets t hen dispose d. norTJ.al to the eneily . Tr,10 unin j trred BJs fo rLl 

h is right rJing, t wo i n jured BBs and. one injured CC forn h is 

cen ter and t no unin j ured CCs forr,1 his left flc:tnk and ~Jrob ab l o 

rear . 

0:3.ANGE CV-2 is no-r wit h in 10 n ile s of h is b attle line, and 

carrier planes are r eturning t o lle 1 ... , to l and i n tbe uater , pe r

so nnel being rescued by s c reeni11t; destroyers . 

OR.ANGE is all l-e a dy to clo se t l1rouch her i nferior range 

bands to a range adv~nt ageous to herself . 

BLUE battle chine closes for a time on IJorthe rly headings, 

with t he CAs and trJO di visions of destroye r s on t he left fl ank, 
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a CL di vis ion and one sq_uadron of destroye 1,s on the right fl an k 

and CV- 4 trying to join t he r i ght fl ank forces. 

Note that destroyers oc cupy positions out side BLUE cruiser 

stations . Dattl e lines are 40,000 yards apo.rt at t he beg i nn i ng 

of t hi s l)eriod . 

At 0848 BLUE subnarine SS-124 fired four torp edoes at 

OR.Al-JGE BBs to the rms·cuard . The latter, reforming i n acc ordance 

i.vi th previous orders , s i ghted tor:9edoes to the e a stward and are 

turned a1,-;ay and r o.n out of the t o rnedo u ater . 

OR.Al~GE had orde1,cd deploynent on course 27 0 at 0846 - t he se 

rnaneuvers con fused and delayed the de ~)lo~.1ent . Tr.o submarine 

~)eriscop es r1ere s i c;11ted to the Northwest at about this time , and 

·th e course of 0~1.J~G:: battle s h i ps and ba,ctle c ru i sers uas c hang e d 

to SE, l7i t h a '7esterly de:9loyment or6.erecl . '::'he Ol..l'JG:S light 

forces nust 1~ave been disturbed if not actually d i sconc erted . 

BLUE battle sh i Js uere still firi ng on o :·;___1.JG:~ CA-28 /}, 32 at 

29 ,000 yards. By 08 L~C , CA- 28 na s 201/b cllli·.1ac;ed . By 0851 it uas 

40% donaged and C - 32 danage had noun-cecl to 207~. 

At 0351 , batt l e lines c m.1e 1; it h i n g1..m range. BLUE de-

p loyed on course NE o.nd o·)ened u ith a triple con c ent1,ation on 

OR.PJ.JGE BB - 3 wit l1 BB s 42 , 41 and 40. .c t 085 7 BLUE BBs 39 [c 37 

opened on CC-1. Ranges are abo 1..1.t 32 , 000 ya1·ds and by 08 57 BB-3 

is d o.maced 10% by c;unf'ire, tot a l damae;e 4 0%. 

L.t 0857 O:::l.AJ.'JG~ o ·)ene u. fii~e all along the line , CAs firing a t 

BLUE CAs , Orl. . ...:..:G~-;:: bat-~l es~1 i p s and battle ci,uisers a t BLUE battle 

s llips. Range is 30,000 yo.1,ds Jetueen ba-Ltle lines and OR~_NGE 

fir e is i n effective . ELU:;J; GAs retire toun_i,ds 01m battle l i ne 

and even behind it, r ange to 0R.lTGZ Cil..s abot1.t 28 , 000 yards . 

:OR1 HG:C decide s to close BLUE battle lii1e r ;:ip idly behind 

sn olrn, and at 085 7 lo.ys an a ir, l a ne s:: oke screen close to his 

own battle line . BLLJ"""°E continues his fire on o:;.=u1m:: battle line 

( indire c t fire). At t '1e end o f t 1e : _ove OR.1D.-G~ CAs are only 

2 7 ,000 yards fron BLUE BBs . 
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BLUE subr:1arine 127 to the south of OR..:\.i.JG:S battle line, sees 

these ships a2XL)roaching and a·c 0857 fires four tor_:,edoes at the 

OR.i:J:JG:i!: battleshi:Js . Shortly afterna. rd s that o.rea rm s covered 

\1i th sr.1oke from. the Or"t.1.NGE smoke l aying p lanes. SS-127 ua s 

beautifully ~)rotec ted . ORAI-JG:::::: battleships saYT tor:,1ec1oes ap

proaching fror;,. the SE and turned si11u.l taneously. But B:S - 3, 

nith less than a 1;1inute to maneuver , uas hit by one torp edo • 

.Again t he ORrnG:::::: ba ttle line is ·cui·ned off a s i·c desires 

.to close . Hot only is it being delayed, but it is inc r easing 

its trou.bles by per.w.i·ct ing outly i nc BLUE subn.arines to close to 

attack positions. 

Instead of closing thru s:.::~ol(e, 0:1 .. NG:;; battle line is kept 

behind smoke Yvh ile 0::1.ANGE cruisers are left o.ut in the open , 

27 , 000 yards fror.i BLUE battle ships. 

ORANG:r:; BB- 3 is non 55% damag ed n ith 12. 7 kno ts rercmi n ing 

speed . 

DI.AGR.Al.I ,;!15 - 0903- 0918 (Haves 26- 30). 

This diagralil rna rk:s the last n ave s of the game a s :Jlayecl . 

By 0900 all of BLUE ca1--rier :0l anGs and ·cuo po.t rol ~Jlane s frm: 1. 

TRUK, that have survived the early a ir action, have returned to 

TRIB( and are being re sGrviced and re-c rr.! ed . As soon as all are 

ready, a mas s fli g ht uill proceed to attack O:JAi\fGE capital ships. 

OTIJU'ifGB carrier planes a:i.:e landi113 fron ti:i.ne to tir.1e as gas 

is exhausted . 11 OR.:1.HG::::: VB land near CV-2 and :9ersonnel are 

a::-escued by OR.ANGE dest1·oyer DD- 79 . 

BLUE has sone 15 obs ei-·vat ions planes and 26 scouting p lanes 

maintaininc BLUE spot, 11hile Or.L.1.l'TGE ho. s 14 obse1--vo.tion planes 

and. eight s couting p lanes ··!ia intaining OJ.i l.NGE spot • 
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0 ~.AIJGE subnar i ne s .:i.rc to tl'Je · re st rara. and Southi.:-e s ·cnard of 

BLUE I.fa i n Body, ·che nean)st bei ng 1 0 ·:1iles astern of BLITT bac·~le

s~ i p s . 

BLUE su buar i ne s are f i nal l y being dropi:ied beh ind by 0 R.AITG:C 

c a_pi tal s h i p s . Yonover , BLUE SS - 127 , o ~:ie r ating near the smo ke 

s creen protect i ng 0 i·1._._NG::-:: battle line has had tiw.e to re l o ad t rro 

tubes and at about 0 S04, ~Jer i s c opes 1500 yard s fro n 0 R..J JGE CCs , 

then c hang i ng cou:csc · to S1
. • • She fires t uo torDedoes one o f 

wh ich hits CC - 1 , slonin:::; her to 22 l:no ·cs u ith 20% underuater 

d,:E:iage . Tno s c reening 0::l.1JJG=:: des·crcye rs a re ordere d to depth 

c ha r g e t he a r e a ia 1fu i ch CC- 1 sau a , e ~ iscoDe. They succeed in 

dara.ag i ng SS- 1 2 s o t hat she i s unable to operat e fo r s i x hours . 

Exce·"'t for BLUE SS - 130 and 1 28, 0::1. JJG= i s f:c3e frorn sub

marine threat t~nle ss she re-c i :'es to t he north uard or i",lill s about 

i n the area sh e non o ccup ies . 

For the •cir.1.e ,1 ei ng the subnarine u o.1· is over . It ha s been 

espe c ial l y disastrous to 0Ril\fG:3 . 01le ·,Jill no·.7 l oo t : into t h e 

a c tion of t he surf 1ce forces . A l i ght f o r c e a c tion is b e g i nni ng . 

0nAEGE , antici~1at ing a d e:;:>loynen t to t he Festnard , had so 

o rde1'ed . Pr...1.ctic .J.lly all of l1is lieht forces 1.Jere to the i"fest 

vrard o f his bo.t t le line and in their van at t l1e beg inning of 

thi s d i a grar.1. 

But BLUE failed to deploy t o the ·7est . -~ft e r g ivi ng enemy 

indication t hat he nould , BLUE reverses l1is deploynent . Th i s 

l eaves 0 ~l,.\NGJ; to either confor 1il to BLU-1~ depl oyL1.ent , uh ic h will 

lea ve 0 R...rGE l i ght forces i n the re ,:i.r , or engage in a chase 

t ails ac t i on , i n 1,1h ich the ligh t forc es are c;enerally i neffe c tive 

ly p l aced . 

0 :R~llJG:3 bat tle line, a fte:c maneuvering to avoid sub:·iarine 

t orp edoes , again s tG.rts to clo se behi nd the snolrn a l ready lai d . 

But valuabl e tD:i1e is lost and the battle lines are still 24 , 000 · 

ya:;_~ds apart , an e:i'..'fective ra.nge band f or BLUE , uhen t he s n oke 

· c reen finally diss i pate s. 
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During the l_tst diagraL1 it -:ms sho un the1.t the s molrn screen 

p rotecting ORA!.~GE battle J. i ne during its approach t hru unfavor

able range bands , left ORMifGE he avy cruise~s unsupported and un

co..n'ortably close to BLUE battle 1 ine. 

BLUE battleshi ps joined BLUZ CAs i n firing on t.,.e se OR.ANGE 

cruisers at the be g inning o:f t h is period . Dari1nge began to 

motmt rap idly . By 0906 ORAiJG::£ C - 29 tc. 31 are e ach dc:x.·.10.ged 109; , 

uhil e CA- 32 is dlli:mged 30%. DD.i:inged CA- 28 h as joined danage d 

o~W·m=~ ligl1t crui se1" division uhich is o.ttempting to guo.rd 

OHAL~GE bo.ttle line fron atto.c _;: from the East':JG.:rd . 

By 0909 , CA-29 is 20% dru1aged \.hi l e darnnge to CA- 31 has 

mounted to 305"; . CA- 3 0 is damag ed 105; . OR AI.TG:C cruis ers turn 

a rmy . 

At 0909 BLUE transfers t he fire of BB- 41 and 42 to ORANGE 

BBs 1 o.nd 4 just visible behind the edc;e of the sr.1oke screen • 

ORANGE CAs 30 & 34 are dm:.iaged 107i eu.ch b y 0912 . By 0912 all 

BLUE battleship fire has been shifted to OR.AlJGE battle line , 

BB- ~O dividing fire on OR.ANGE BB- 2 and 3 , the others engaging 

s: ,ip for ship. 

OR.ANGE CAs , being badly punished , order a irplanes to p ro 

tect tl1er.1 rJi t h smoke 1ihich is done . This le o.ves OR.Al\TGE de

s ·c::'.'oye:i.." S , ~-:iroceedinc J;ast bet .een t h e battle lines , ex;)o sed 

to gunfire and unsupporte d , BL UE CLs on the ~astern flank open 

on the l eading destroye rs of ORANGE Desrons 1 , 2 and 3. And 

BLUE heavy c,ruisers open on the squo.dron of OR.AN}E d e stroyer 

leaders to t he North-rmrd, oone 16,000 ynrcl.s [n:10.y . 
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Let us loo le to the ORAliGE gun fire~ ORANGE b at tleship fire, 

due to maneuvers avoiding submarines and to snolrn screen, was 

generally ineffective • 

OR.Al'JGE h e avy cruisers, until SL1oke 1iJas l a id to protect 

ORiJJGE battle line, ~e re punishing BLITT CAs s e ver e ly . BLUE CA-2~ , 

25, 26 &, 27 were e c h damaged 10% a nd CA- 28 nas daw.aged 20% by 

0906. 

\"v11en BLUE battleships opened on t h em, o:-L:HGJ: effec t iveness 

vms lost, and when these cruisers bec ar.1e screened by Si.iloke, 

their effect 1,1as lost entirely. 

OR.ANGE CLs, CA-28, destro ye rs and dest ro~rer leaders opened 

on nearest BLUE destroyers but the range nas long and no nate:r ial 

damage u as done by the time the GaI.le uas c alled. 

ORANGE CV-2 at ·~ er,(9ted to g et i nto action as sLe joined 

OR.\.NGE l.'iain Body but at t he end of this •)erio d she 1- as still 

10 miles fror.1 the near est BLUE forces . 

The OR.~.NGE Cor.Jruander nou find s hL.1s elf about t o enesage the 

eneny -rri t ll his speed advantage of t he batt l e line l ost . One BB 

is 55% damag ed and sloued to 12 kno t s. Trw battle crui sers have 

torpedoes in t heu and on e has cons :i .ci ?r&ble g 1.t11 f:i •7"' r13.I,iage . 

His CLs have been badly pun "i sh P.d and h is he a ,~y cru i s ers as 

well. His destro ye 1"' s are practic all y i n tact . :Iis sub:iJ.a ri nes are 

,.1ot in a position to attacl<: and h is air of f ense i s rSes t rcyed . 

BLUE battle line is intact. Fom_., of '1is ba·i:; t le sh ·.1,e have a 

torpedo in each, but h is remaining speed i s h i g her t h:1..n OR.l\lJGL 4 

Hi s CAs have been ")Unished but not so badl y a s 0~111:ITCE CAs. I:is 

pouerful CLs are uninjured. His de stro3~ers , ori g ~_ nally more 

nt@erous t h an O:::L:lliGE , are uninjur e d., 

BLUE subn arine s have about eY •. h a u s ted t i!eir i rnr.J.ediate p o s si

bilities, but they have accow:plished t h e ir mission in an excel

lent ri1anner • 
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BLUE air forces are :,reparing to launch a heavy a·;:;tack 

on the OJ.l.iiNGE battle line, v;i thin easy ronge from TRUK • 

The nex·c diaGrffi,:i. will show the reco1.,d of damage received 

by both sides during this action. 

CO NCLUSIONS: 

This game closed, as many games do, jus·c as heavy gun 

action uas beginning . r:m7ever, many les sons o.re to be lea rned 

f ror,1 the gaHe s as played. 

Ue may no t exi,ect that, in battle, t r;o fleets mll arrive 

at decisive gun r o.ng e u ithout ~1revict.s damage. This is es

pecially true in r.iodern Har rrllere rreo:,on s have suc h a long 

reach. 

We n ay e x:•.JeCt t he long e st rea c l:.ing 1.-:ea~)on s to hit tirst . 

Also, if the gaiile boa::.., a. is a ny gui de, r..re :_a y e :2'.:pec t the se 

ueapons to exhaust t he1:is el ve s bef ore t he nJ. in gun a e- t ion begi ns. 

If they do not, then t h ey n ay be ab l e to bre al: up o.n ac•cion 

that is tending to be disastrous to one si de or t he other. The 

side rri th SU!Je11 ior gun po rrnr rtill ·c ry to el Lui nat e any enemy 

forces uhic 1 n ay be able to ke e p t his gun pmmr f r om being i m

posed o 

In this acti on 0_1 ... '\HGE was unduly a6g r ess ive ·,-;hen he elected 

to fi ght a decisive act i on YJ ithin air range of an ene:-.1y b a se. 

9ertainly he nould no t g ive an enen y tha t advan taQ;8 :L:1 uar. Bas0 

facili •cies, other t h an air, o.1·e a l so a dec i de d adva.rn:,u6 e . Base 

defense forces c a n add to t he enemy st rengt h , although ~LUE 

failed to use this factor to its fu l l est e x t ent. :aLUE mine 

forces vrere not given any important part to 1;lay. BLUE Colll

mander even tu.ally ordered t hera baclc into t he action, but too 

late for any go od. 
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Ne i t her side : ave enouBh conside ~ation to the defense of 

their c ar:ci ers. 'i1hat i s one of our :u.ost i lill)ortant unsolved 

probl e,·is . Sonetlling :.J.ust be done about it. If cm.'riers are 

to be useful in ba ttle for only one launching of t 11eir rea:Jons , 

they are too ex:_)ensi ve. Planes Di ght bette :.~ be l aunched froE 

c a t apult s ca.rried by t he :. o.ny conb a t .:mt units . 

Ca:erie r dec ks are to be l anded on ilnd no t to be allo '.Jed to 

be sri easily destroyed~ 

Nor should -.1e a c ce) t the t heory t llat _1aavy planes i n de 

fensive flir:;ht fon.;iations cannot be s ·co::,ped by fi t:;ht i ng p lanes . 

I f such is the c a se , ue have no use fo:_.:· fi 3ht i nc; })lanes . 
/ 

I t is conc eivable t l1a·c t hese for::.1at ions can be broken by 

dropyi ng Si lo~rn bonbs o:c s ::10Le curt a ins into them. It is even 

conceivable that these for:.iations c c..n be bo:.:1bed by ener.1y "'J lane s 

f l ying over the11. Ce:ctainly ou1· a ir force s ::ave enough ingenuit y 

t o develop some effective air offense ac;a i n st ene~--Y bo::.1bing for

m.at ions . As a l ast resort, ram::1ing c a.i1. b e j_~esorted to . 

As I understand it , the def ensive pouel' of t l.e :1ovable guns 

in t he planes are nho.t sto;)s the fighter . I cannot see this . 

Dive boru.bers expect ·co attack battleshi ry s bristling '.7i t h such 

e;uns, mounted on 1.mc h better gun platfor:1s than t e guns in the 

planes. '.rhat is a n ac ce 0Yced T1ethod of attac k . Phy 11ot the sa.i",le 

attac k against b01:ibing forr.mtions? 

:i:i.ec;ardin_r; sub r.iarines , this type of ,-iea:pon : mst be aided in 

i ts attack . Any r11ove:u e_1t of t he sm•face forces r,h icll draus or 

forces the enei.w a.nay froL1 t he sub, ~c. 1~inG , m-1.ll if ie s its a.tt ack 

p o s sib i li t i es. In this -~ro blen OJ. :U;C--_: s-oread his subr,.arines 
.. ' -

over a l arge area , on a scouting wi as ion. Consec:_uently , t h ey 

could not concen trate into a t ~ack ,ositions . On the other hand , 

BLUE maneuvered llis surf a ce forces to rnep his sub:·1arines in 

favorable a ttack ··)O ',itions . It is difficul t to accor:plish such 
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cooperation, but · the e f f ort s houl d be ::o.de unless b y so doing , 

t he e neny is alloued to esca::_Je a ction . As a c1efense against 

subLiarines, de st1~oyers should t horoughly scre e n area s suit able 

for sub,,1ar i ne nt taclc, up to t h e t i ne such de s t r oye r s · a :.:e ac

tually ne e ded for att a ck , ur~o s es . 

Furtller, once in subEarine nat c-rs, it is advisable to nove 

to s ome othe~c uater in t he nost er)edi t ious uanner. To hlill 

around in t he are a n ffo rds t he subuo.:t i nes ~·10:.:' e t iL1e and uore 

t a r gets t o attack an.d allous ot her submar i nes to gatl e r for t he 

kill. 

Su oke uust be used Hi t h skill. The uronc use of ·snoke rJ.ay 

1~e sul t disastrousl y. Ther e is an old dage t ho. t ;; sn a k e to be 

effe c tive , Liust be lai d. closer to t he en e1J.y than to a-rm fo r ces . 11 

That may not be true uhe n sn olrn is t1.s ed d0fen ... ivelv , but it is 

~)retty close t o t rue in :.:1any ca ses . The eneny li e;ht fo rc e s ~m y 

r1elcome t l1i s s11ol-: e u:1i c h l)rotec t s t lle:.:1 clur i 11G t he ir a!1p r oac 11 to 

attac l~ st a tions uhen it is close to t he s:1i "D s t he y a r e 2.t tac l:ing . 

iJor should snolce cu t of f :..u ch needed su ~')yortinc; gun f ire 

when other forces o.re in position s e:::) osed to ene11y gun fire . 

Ca 1~e must be t a~: en in orr_,o.11iz i ng fo r bo.t t le t h.J. t ohe t s 

plan is flexible enouc;h to l.le e t lit :ely sit uc..l.tion s . O~t11.EGE plan 

of de:9lo yr:1ent :pr .:::.ctically force d l1L:.~ t o r.ra:i,.t fo r JJLUE de:9lo yT,ient . 

BLUE snesed t '.1is unbalanced d i s:position o:i.' force s and t_1re r1 

OR.Al GE conpletely off b a l an c e b y i~ev e]:·s ing h is de ploy11en t . 

This Drobler,.1 g ave a good "'.)iC ture of u:12,t i·.10.y hap!::, en i n t l.i.e 

preliLlinary stac;es of a navo.l action . l =is•calre s uere n ade and 

1:1istakes uill be n.ade a gain , on t he c;zu:._e boa1~d anc1 i n b o. t ·cle . 

Pointing out the s e so-called. mi stakes o. i ds in fixing such 

situations in our Einds and c a1~d-indexing t h en for handling 

future situations . For that r eason I ari1 s trr e t he g8.file has 

served a u s eful purpose . 




