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PREFACE 

Sources used: 
1. Der Krieg in der Nordsee, Band V. R.A. Otto Groos IGN. 

Translation ty Comd1·. W.P. Beehler, U.S.N. (ret) • 

2. Battle of Jutland, Official Despatches with Appendices. Cmd 1068. 
British Admiralty. 

These two are tbe major sources, but the following \7ere also consulted: 
Der Krieg in der Nordsee, Kartenband V. 
Jutland, 5th War College Edition, June 1927. 
N~val Operations, Corbett. 
Lecture file (84) 1932-52/2703-2704 Archives. 
Jutland decisions, Capt• Glassford, U.S.N. 
Naval Histor~· of the World War, Capt. Frothingham USR., 
and others. 

Compiler's coIDI1Ent: 
The compiler has reduced all times to zone description zero, Greenwich 

time,which the British used. Obviously small discrepancies exist which are due, 
no doubt, to clock errors, difficulties of logging, etc. 

Selected British messages are listed chronologically by "times of despatch" 
(assumed to be the time the message entered the communication system) with 
German messages listed abreast on t he opposite page chronologically by "times 
of receipt". (The tine the message reached the recipient). 

This important diff erence must be noted. Ordinarily, the "time of 
~eipt" (TOR) is anything from a fraction of a minute to several minutes 
or even longer after the "time of despatch" (TOD). In a few instances the 
time of receipt is especially indicated. 

Courses and directions are magnetic. Variation 13 w. 
l cable equals 200 yards. 

Of too thousands of British and German radio and visual messages used 
at Jutland there is no way of knowing h~v welections were made for record 
in the tv.D main rou:rces used. It can not be said that every vital message 
appears, nor that every time given for the handling of a :rressage is perfectly 
correct. 

Study o'f the rratter makes it reasonable to believe that the rressages of 
principal importance are recorded and are reproduced in this list. It is 
quite vital that a study of this list together with diagra.11s of the battle· 
be made in order to gain a prorer unde:r-standing of commander's decisions in 
the action. 

Tbe main list does not include: 
(1) Some 800 messages (mostly by visual 

means) used by the British f:rcm 1700 May 30 to 1410 Mey 31 to conduct its 
forces to the scene of action. (These messages are found on pages 399 to 
443, Appendix II cf Jutla11d Despatches and should form a part of any care-
ful study of the moveimnt of large sea forces am events preceding the battle). 

(2) Some :rressage referring to "Communications, 
Weather, and to Reports of the Battle" -.7hich are reproduced elsewhere in this 
volume. 

(3) Some n:essages relating to "Sub1narines" 
which are separately listed in this wlum.e. 

(4) Some 100 German and sane 2000 British 
messages used after the Bat-i;le in the conduct of the forces to their bases, 
etc. These may be found in the two main sources. 
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.ABBREVIATIONS 

-In order to condense the compilation, fairly ob-vious abbreviations as 
here listed are used. 

WT 
Vis 
LT 
BL 
SL 
Flg 
Sero 
Tel 
TOR 
TOD 

**--... ** 
? 

DBF&.AC 
CinO 
so 
SNO 
sm~rs 

BCF 
Com. T 
VA 
RA 
Ad 
HSF 
CSF 
CSD 
SDI 
BS 
cs 
LCS 
IS 
Gen 
A/c 
CL 
DD 
cc 
BB 
HF 
Flot 
Sig 

Posit 
Ent III 
LUTZ 
REGEN 
FdG 
Wies 
SOHAM? 

Radio (Wireless Telegraphy) 
Visual 
Lend Wire (Line Telegraphy) 
Blinker (Flashing Li[;ht) 
Searchlight 
Flags 
Semaphore 
Telephone (Land Wire) 
Time of Receipt. 
Time of Despatch. 
~esignation for compiler's co:mrrant. 

Data not certain 

Dreadnought Battle fleet and Attached Cruisers 
Commender-in-Chief 
Senior Officer 
Senior Naval Officer 
Senior Officer ~11ine Squadron 
Battle Cruiser Fleet 
Commodore T 
Vice Admiral 
Rear Admiral 
Admiralty 
High Seas Fleet 
Commander Scouting J!'orces 
Commander Scouting Division 
Scouting Division I 
Battle Squadron 
Cruiser Squadron 
Light Cruiser Squadron 
Intelligence Service 
General 
Alter course 
Light Cruiser 
Destroyer 
Battle Cruiser 
Battleship 
Half Flotilla 
Flotilla 
Signed 

Position 
Entrance III (WIIRELMSHAVEN) 
LUTZOt!f (Flag .Ad. Hipper) 
RENGENBURG 
Friedrick der Grosse (Flg Ad. Scheer) 
WIESBADEN 
SOU'IHAMP'.i.'ON (Ad. Goodnough) 

For brevity, positions have all been paraphrased to fo11n shown. 
(Omitting in many cases Lat N, Long :S and so forth). 
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GERMAN 

Meth- ----Time 
_F_r_o_m_:~ ______ T_o_.: _______ o_d __ ~. T0R_\~~G_r_o_u_p~---~----~T_E_XT ______________ __ 

n 
BRUGGE 

C-in-C 

CSF 

CSF 

CSF 

C-in-C 
HSF 

All 
Subs 

FLT 

Patrol 
Boats 

Air­
planes 

WT· 

WT 

WT 

\1'7T 

Mine- WT 
sweeper 
Div 1 

All WT 

HELGOLA.ND C-in-C 
AIR STATION 

WT 1559 

Prepare for enemy forces 
st anding out 31 .~ay and 
1 June 
**Prearrange~ signal 
meaning fleet operations 
were about to commence. 
Only U-6?, UB-22, U?O 
and U 32 got word** 

0948 Complete concentration 
in outer roads before 
1900 at latest. 

103? Search for submarines 
30 and 31 May. 

103? Search for submarines 
West of HELGOLAND, AkIT·,UN 
B.ANK, and List on 31 May. 

1131 Sweep passage west of 
EELGOLA:'ID and Ai~ffiUN BAf.Jl<: 
30 May. On 31 May sear ch 
for snbmarines in that 
area at davm. 

1540 31 Gg 2490 
( 1640} **IJLACED IN EFJ!'ECT 'lliE 

GE:ffil1AN OPERATION OPDER­
BR01\DCASl1ED .AIID OVER­
HLARD BY ~RITISH 
CATJSI HG c.E ~J.Er..B.L .!.\:OVE­
MENT OF AIL FORCES TO 
SEA AEOUT FOUH. HOURS 
BE:l!'OF.fll: GI'IiM ANB GOT 
UNDER ·wAY>I-* . 

1550 AIH RECOI·rWi.ISSANC3; 
IMPO SS IB~~E FOR PR EDE~JT, 
ACCCUNT Y1-EATHER C()l~­
DITIONS 
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BRITISH - . 
Meth- Time 

From: To : od: TOD Groun: 
·-----·----·- -- - ·--------.. --.. -··--.::..::::.t::.. --- -

TEXT 

Ad C-in-C LT 

German 

Ad C- in- C LT 

C-in-C Gen. Flag 

SO 2BS Gen. Flag 

C-in-C SOBCF LT 

J .. d C-in-C LT 

Ad Com T LT 

About noon **WARNII~G THAT lb 

1700 

1740 

U-BOATS WERE OUT .AI1ID GER-
1~ FLER'I' fOULD PROB.ABLY 
GO TO ,::;}f~A N::CXT MORNING ** 

31 Gg 24.90 

**Room 40 suspected this to indi­
cate a mujor activity thoui;h it 
probably did not know itF precise 
meaning . In vi SY·! of this and 
other i ntercepted messages,Admir­
alty sent the following ** 

1740 #434 ...... YCU SHOULD PRO~ 
CEED TO EASTl.:ARD OF LONG 
FORTIFS READY FOR EVENTUAL-
ITI~S . ..... 

1735 PREPARA'I10 RY SIGNAL FOR 
Ll!:AVI; TG SC.AP A NEG.AT ROYAL 
SOVErtEIGN .AND MEl\JliliAUS. 

1740 Prepar a t ory s i vial f or 
leaving Cromarty. 

1749 1740 UiiGElIT' ?AISE ST2.AI : 

17~5 3 BS, 7. CG, 5 LCS .AND HA!\-.) 

WICH DDs "."JILL HOT BE SENT 
OUT Ul'TTIL VIOHE IS KNOWN. 

1820 CLs and DDs should be ready 
to sail at daylig..11.t if re-
quired. Repo1't your :probable 
st1·ent:,th. 

Reply 1940 Probable strenGth will be 5 CLs, 

Ad RA East Coast LT 
SO Lowestaft 
SO Harnich 
C-in-C Nore 

2 flotilla leaders, 21 DDs in-
cludinb 8 detailed for 3 BS. 

1903 1903 Weather permittin ~ , air­
craft should scout to sea­
\lards at daylight tm.1orro ·1 . 

*** 1 To cover the possibi_ity of an 
attack on the coast.** 



From: 

C-in-C 

ARCO NA 

To: 

FLT 

OSFRIES­
LAJ;D 

Meth­
od 

GERMAN ---
Group 

TOI, Time TEXT ---- ----= -----

1741 VAN OF SQUADRON 3 
\7ILL P .ASS WAR LIGHT­
SH IP A OF 'IRE ..i.A.DE ilT 
0330. SQU.a.DRON 2 
CONTI LBNCE Tl..Kil~G P lillT 
IN OPERATION FOLLOW­
ING SQ,ULDRON 1. 
RAD I 0 GU .ARD IN GERMJJ'l" 
RIGHT b..T l!N TR.AJC E I I I 
**Entrance III (Ent. 
III) was VlILHELMSfL"i.VEIJ** 

1902 L6ader of submarines, 
Hig,h Seas Flt; U-46 
in 150y near TERSCHEL­
LING lightship has 

S.ighted enemy submarines 6 times. 
:Fired on once with torpedo and 
once with Gunfire. Impossible 
to cruise on surface in this zone 
by daylight. Many floating mines 
in this area. U-46 ready for ser­
vice in Southern Korth Sea after 
renewal of p:; rise ope.. U-22 reo.dy 
for service. Sig. 3rd submarine 
HF • . 



From: 

C-in-C 

C-in-C 

SOB CF 

C-IN-C 

To: 
Meth­
od TOD 

-4• 
BRITISH 

Group 
Time ------ TEXT 

VA Jerram LT 1930 
(2 BS) (Code Time) -- LEAVE _\.S SOON _,°i_S REJ,.LY.PASS 

VA Beatty, LT 
RA Evan­

Thm::as 

C-IN-C LT 

AD. LT 

TH"-=tU 58 .15 N. LOFG. 2. 0 E. 
1VIERT ME 2.0 PliI TOMORROW 
31st. 57.45 N. 
LONG. 4.15 E. SEVERAL ENEMY 
SUBlvLIBINES KHOWN TO BE IN 
NORTH SE.A. 

2015 1937 UHGENT PRIORITY ADMIRALTY 
(rec'd) TELEGR.I1M 17 40. AVAILABLE V',SSELS 

B .. t:...TTLE CRUISER FL'i.:BT, FIFTH 
Bli.TrLE SQ.U..c'l.DTION lil'ID TBDs IN­
CLUDING HiiliUICH TBDs PHOCEED TO 
.ttpPROAIIIJi.TE POSITION 56. 40 N. 
LONG. 5.0 E. DESIHABLE TO ECON­
OMIZE TBDs ' fuel . PRESillf.E TEL'.i..T 
YOU WILL BE THERE lillOUT 2. 0 PM 
TOMORROW WEDNESDAY 31st. I SHli.LL 
BE IN liliOUT 57. 45 N. Long. 4.15 
E El 2.0 PH UNLESS DELll.YED BY 
FOG. THIRD BJ .. TTLE CRUISER SQUAD­
RON, CHESTER, and CANTERBURY, 

2039 

2100 

WILL LE.i,.VE "1JI'IR I.iE. I WILL 
(may) SEND '11IIEM ON TO YOUrt REN­
DEZVOUS. IF NO NEVIS BY 2.0 Ill 
STliliD TOWAHDS ME TO GET IN VIS­
UAL TOUCH. I TIILL STEER FOR 
HOBN' S IiMF FROivi POSITION 57. 45 
N Long. 4.15 E. REPEli.T B ... ',.CK 
RENDEZVOUS. 1937· 

** Rendezvous about 70 miles apart.** 

2030 YOUR 1937 HAS BEEN RECEIVED 
ii.ND UND~$STOOD.MY RENDEZVOUS 
1400 "Nf.11.Y 3l;LAT.56.40 N. Long. 
5.E. YOUR REl\"'DEZVOUS Ll ... T.57.45N 
LOMG 4.15 E. 

PRIORITY. FLEET LEAVING 2130 
TODAY 'IUEDD.ii.Y. 

:l::f Fleets got undervray and to sea with 
essentially no radio (except a few 
probably buzzer mes sages). British 
underway about f our hours before 
Germans. ** 
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GEIDi11.N 

Meth- Time 
From: To: ,_o_d ___ ...;.T-"-o ... _--\ ___ ~-OU..J2.. _____ . ____ TEXT ·----

NORDHOLZ OSFRIES- WT 2012 2005 TO C-in-C. PROPOSE i i. IR 
RECONNi.ISSJJ'JCE TOMORJ! 
ROW MORNING. SIG. 
Nli.V.Li J,.IRSEiIP DETi.CH­
MENT 

LAND 



-€>­

Bi~ t S:-ISH 

1'etb.- Time 
From_: ---~·__To: _ _Q_~------"'T-~ _group __ _ ---·- _ _TF..A_·T--·---

SOBCF 

C-in-C 

AD 

rlT WT 
Guards 

Ships in ··rr 
Co:np:.,ny 

COM T LT 

2148 

2200 

2235 

2l41 Ceo.se co::r.mni cation by 
\!T except on sighting the 
enem7;r or r eplying to the 
Ldmirul aftur passing 
1 .,;,.y ISL.iJ'ID 

2200 ClL0J!; ~-IT COllJiiUHIC.: .. 'rION 
3XCEPT ·on .:::rGHT ING 'IHE 
ElEi •:Y CR R~LYilJG TO THE 
L • .Di.1.1RJ..L \i'I' Gu;.RDS M.il.Y USE 

.. JJ~:ILI.;i.I.Y rn c ... S"E OF J. Jl:CJI:Si.. 
SITY. 

8 DDs should be sent to 
join 3 BS in Swin after 
uayli ght. Remainder of 
your force should be ~ept 
at one hour's notice 
after daylight. 

** Last fl'"'ghoist 2200** 



From: 

SCHILLIG 

-7-

GERM.AN ---
.. ~eth- Group 

To: od TCil Time TEXT ·----------------- ·---

C-in-C WT 2120 C-in-C ..:· .. ND CSF: l • 
S'rE .. J:ER REPORT: M.i ... Y 27 
:i..BOUT SIX HOURS lJi'TER 
P l..S SI i\JG SPURN PO I NT 
LIGHTSE! IP (OH COlJ1tSE 
HULL - ROTTERD.tl.M) 1 
SC~U.i .. DRON 8 Ll...RGE BBs, 
12 DDs, COURSE SW, 
SIGh'rED L'J DIS'T .. 'Jrnl!:.2. 
REPORT O~ .: ... PILOT RE­
TTJ.ffNED FR CI\.1 HELDER: 
H,:..D HE.: ... RD :E'ROM .i..N ENGit 
LISH C"''J>'l1...IN TH.ii..T HU­
:MEROUS CRUIS::RS . ."..ND 
DES'l1EOY3RS VT.tl:RE BEi:er,'EEN 
HULL .tiND IJMUIDEN. NO 
D ..... '11E. SIG. N; .. V.L.L STi..FF . 

SCHILLIG C-in-C WT 2145 rm .. « ... '.L'Ll!-:R PREDICTION FOR 
TQI.Wh 110 Yl CI:J .. NG:&:D • NOR TH­
EHLY r1TND s L.LONG co;,.ST 
LOW D01'1N, H.1.ULING J .. -
ROUND TO F...AST I N MORN­
ING. UP TO 1000 METI!.1RS 
STRENGTH SELDOM OVER 5. 
CLOUDY. GOOD VISIBIL-
ITY. NORTEWEST. NORTH 
SE...~ PROBl.1.BLY SW BREEZES. 
PREDICTION UNC J:RT.b.IIJ. 
SIG. Ni ... V.:.L AIR WE.Ld'r!ER 
SERVICE. 
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GERM.AN 

Meth- Group 
.;;;..F.;;;..r..;;.;om~: _ . ___ To: ___ o_d . ____ T __ o ..... r\ __ Ti~- - ··- _____ r:J::F,:J~t ___ _ 

NORDHOLZ 

HELGOLbND 

SCH ILLIG 

HELGOUi..ND 

LIST 

C-in-C 

Ent. III WT 

C-in-C WT 

C-in-C WT 

Ent.III WT 

Ent. III Y.TT 

Comdr. 
Hosp. 
Ships 

WT 

:M.A~ --~l - WED1'IESD .. ~Y 

0040 0035 TO C-in-C. L.IRSHIP 
RECONl.\L'..ISSi .. NCE IMPOS­
SIBLE FOR PRESENT 0'.".1-
I NG TO WEATHER. SIG. 
Ni.1. VJ..L .i.i.IR SHIP DETi .. CH­
:MEN T. 

** 11-bout 0100 U-66 got word of 
cominencement of oper ations** 

0100 

0120 

HELGOJ.l .. ND ,.!IND SW-3-5 
BORKUM nsw. LIST w 
I NCRELSING. 

TO C-in -C; ST3AMJER 
RBPOR T 29 1\/lii.Y 1700 
5 i :I LES l'lli H.i~STHOLM 
LIGHTSHIP N~TIONALI1Y 
UNKI ~OWN. CotJRSE 1ro­
W .. ..RD SKAGEN. 

** SD~I and SD-II under way 0180 
from Jli..DE** 

** SD-IV, BS-III, FDG, BS-I, l e ft 
J.1'.:1.DE O 230 left J" .1illE for 
point 45 miles s outh of 
LIIIDESNES 0400 June one** 

** BS-2 left ELBS 0230 ** 

0306 

0318 

0305 TO FLEBT. .1 .. IR RI.;-
C ONNi .. ISS.:....NC !t~ IMPOSS IBLI! 
FOR FRESENr OW ING TO 
WEii.THER CONDITIONS 
SIG. ~i..IR STLTION HELGO­
Lli.ND0 

0315 TO FLEET. __ IR SGOUTI HG 
NOT POSSIBLZ L.T PRE­
s:ENT j,,CCOUNT UNF..-.. VoR­
.;.BL E vrn ... THE H • 

Hold hospi tnl ships 
in r e adiness nt their 
anchor a ges. 



From: To: -------

,:,QBCF 

Jom T. 

TIGER 
Bli.RHJ.·~.: 

Ad 

J,1eth­
od 

BRITISH 

'ron 
Group 
Time T~XT --------

Sem 

LT 

M.b.Y 31 - W~l.JNESDi'"Y 

** First Flag h oist 0830** 

0428 0.126 

04.50 0450 

Reply: 

TIGLR repeo.t o.ll sig­
nnl s between .t'"dmir al end 
5 BS 

Urgc:nt. :Uo orders ho.ve 
be~n received for Har-
vd ch tor ce yet. 
Or l~r ure to remain one 
hour' s notice. See my 
22. 



From: ----- - To: 
MGth­

od 

i..RCONl.1. Ent. III WT 

NElJMtiNSTER Ent.III WT 

iIBCONL,. Ent • II I WT 

CS-D-II Vis. 

-10-

GEffiVI.1.lli 

To·n 

053'7 

0640 

0648 

0750 

Time 
Group __________ JE¥T ____ _ 

0550 

0600 

0644 

TO FL-C.:.iT. 2 C.1.'..PIT ... .L 
.S'HIPS , 2 CRUIS~RS, 
,;,.ND SZVER ...... L DDs, 099y 
ll'.mI ON sourm.mLY 
COUP.SE. SIG. U-32 
** Car rectod bv 

" ... ·.RcGN.:.1. a. t 122 o to 
posit. ~bout 90 miles 
to southv.rurd** 

TO C-in-C. 2 LARGE 
·;1;,n SHIFS OR GROUPS 
".HTH DESTROYJ!:R ESCORT 
U:FT SCJ..Pli. FLID.W. 

J!'ROl~ U-66 to C-in-C. 
8 EKNvfI C..:iPITl.L SHIPS, 
LIGHT CRUISERS DDs 
ON NOHTEERLY C01JRS:S 
I N 132 B-III. 

S-D-II, Flotillas 
2 c.nd 4 scout on 
be£...ring N\-i to m: 
in this order: ELBING, 
PILLAU, FR.L..NKFORT, . 
UIESB.;~DEN, REGENSDUR G, 



From: 

Ad 

-ll­

BRIT I SH 

i.10 th- Time 
To : od TOR Grou n ·----·-·-- ------L--.. ---- TEXT 

Rli. Enst 
Const 

Ne.vol Ba.se, 
Lowestoft 

LT 0805 0805 1...uxilio.ry po. trols mny 
pro ceod out ko o ping 
within 35 miles of co a st. 

II 
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B~ITISH 
~:I0 th- - ----·-Group 

J_rom _ --~- 2-~------ ·--·-±:_QP._ _________ f_iJ·!e. ______ -··- __ -~~. ·-·-··-·--- __ 

C-in-C 
Nore 

SOBCF 

U,. Scapa 

LT 

Gen SL 

n: ... Inver­
gordon 

0845 0731 Ii.:rrnediatc. Your i30,30th 
1:a- .::..ircraft from Eelixstovre, 
Isle of Grain and ~'le st :::;nte 
have returned f rom s coutin5. 
Nothins to r epurt. 

Have ~team fer full speed 
at half an hour's notice by 
noon. 

** This si f,11al me.de by 5 BS 7 min.later.** 

0900 For C-IN-C 828. **~eather** 

SOBCF 5 BS;2 BCS 
Flac 

1010 5 BS t e.ke s tat ion on compass 
bearing NV! five miles . 2 BCS 
t c:.ke station on compa s s bearing 
l\fE three miles. 

SOBCF 

S No .i ... d 
a arwich 

.t~d Capt.S 
TITli..NI.i'.. 
DLYTH 

SL 

LT 

LT 

J-in-C SO 2 BS SL 

1010 1000 Can you in:L'orm ne 17hat speed 

1012 

1020 

LIOU ii=- c;oinp.; thru nater to 
me.ke spe E. d of ad-n:mc e 18 kts? 

Reply : 19-1/2 knot s . 

** Gist, no results from Felix-
t . ** stone air scorr ing. 

Send l DD und 4 Submarines to 
54.30 Lon£. 4.oE to await orders 
by wireles s • .l~bove position will 
be callJd rendezvous 01 and sub­
marines mJ.y b~ ordered to neu 
positions dec cribed by true bear­
ing anc di s tance from it.In ab­
s ence of further orders DD and 
subs shoulJ r e turn aft er being 
24. hours at rendez1~ous. 

1122 1125 Hnvo you sent any TBDc ilith 
1 cs ? 

:::teply: No, as I tms so short. 

** Corbett indicat es t hat l:..d inforliled V .J....Beutty 
tha t al though HS'.l!' vms thou{.;ht to have put to 
s ea in early morhing directionnl radio showed 
Germ~n flncship in .Jade at 1110 cf p328,330 . 
. : ... 1so Nnrra.tive of' Battle of J\1t l cmd. ** 
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GERMlili 

Meth- Time 
_F_r_o_m_=~~~~T_o_:~~-o_d~----~-T<"".JL- Group. ___ T_EX_! _T~~-~--~ 

C-in-C SCREEN WT 

HAMBURG Flt WT 

NORDHOLZ Ent.III WT 

0850 SCREEN CLOSE AT 1.600 
TO VISUlJ.. SIGN.ii.L DIS­
Tl.FCE. 

0935 U-?2 sighted Wednesday 
evening 3 CLs CORDELil. 
class, 2 SS neur SkQg­
gerruk, Course E o.nd on 
Thursday evening one CL 
CJ .... LIOPE class in Lat. 
Utsire Course \'i. 

1032 1015 TO C-in-C il.IB RECON;.~Ji.IS­
SiJ'TCE ·:/ILL BE li.TTHfiPTED. 
SIG. NAV.u.L ~ .... IBSHIP DE-
T..: .. CK.»JT 
* * From 1149 to 1246 
L-9, L-16, L-21, L-23, 
L-14, took off o..nd so 
reported by radio.** 
** This block of messages 

sh ow s th a. t the Ge nno.n s a.re now usi ng I 
method. The Fleet listens to truffic 
sent to nrll from Ent. III which hus the 
guard in the Bight. 





Moth-
From: To: od ---- ----
J..RCONL .. 

L-9 

NEU1.iJNSTER 

C-in-C 

L-16 

L-21 

L-23 

LIST i .. IR 
ST ... i..1ITON 

1..FWONJ.. 

L-l4 

Ent.III '.7T 

Ent. III \"rT 

Ent. III 7/T 

JTLEET 

Ent.III 

Ent.III 

Ent.III 

FIB ST 
:?U •. G 

Ent .III 

Ent.III 

Vis 

·.IT 

-14-
GEillfJJ~ 

Time 
'F..Jt Grou ..... ;e _______ iry._,X_T_··----

1126 

1149 

1155 

1153 

1204 

1210 

1216 

1219 

1220 

1246 

lm50 To lender subs.: two 
enemy subs. in 138y 
on course l. Sig. U-67 

1125 To C-in-C. Iii .. VE .. .' ... SCElIDim 
COURSE rT1Ji7. 

1018 To C-in -C.: rJE; .. THER 
REPORT FIRTH OF FOURTH 
-.!IND 1 , R:.1.Il~I', MI STY, 
R...ROIIN.rER 767. 

1130 

1135 

1200 

1215 

1216 

1230 

**These were broo.dcnst 
only when ships wore 
a.t sea.** 

COllRS~ N. 

TO C~·i n-C. IL ... V::i; .L ... SCE:NlJJ:.;D 
C Ol!R 81~ ·1·.: X H. 

TO C-in-C. .L· .. scmIDED OH 
COURS~ TO 092 E. III 
FOR SCOUTP·TG. 

.L· ... scill:Dli~ O~J COURSE N x 
n. 

TOOK OFF: PLL.NE 559 
R_~DIO ',-iJ .. VJ[; 553, .:.1.T 

1215 Jmu1: :..IST 
MISSION' S CUU'l: TO -."EST. 
J~ .. NDED 1311~ RESULT, 
scourED OV~ill 159B. 
PJ.;;TU'.HHBD .: ... ccOUNT v:mY 
LOU CLOr DS. l.TISIBILITY 
0 N:C TO 1··:·0 MILES. 

i ... 11 ships . In mo sso. ~o 
0550 from U-32 tho 
grou p nmnb or sho·1.l d 
prob r.·iJly h.1 ve b.Jell V 
nnc1 not III 

TO C-in-C: .:...SCENDED Oi 
CO"GRS:C 'ID ·.-;.RD HORN R:J::SF. 



-15-
BRITISH 

W.cth- Time 
F~o_m ____ To __ -·-- 04 _____ . _'J:'..O_D ______ Grq2J._) ___ .. ____ _ _ '11:'.Y;_iT' 

SNO 
Blyth 

l ... d 

Rll. SCli.Pi... RA 

LT 

INVER GORDO I'" 

SOBCF 5 BS Flug 

'.J-IN-C BF Sem 

SOBCF DDs Fla g 

J~lo.tea. SOBCF SL 

305BS 5 BS ]' l ag 

WBCF Gen. SL 

30BCF so5Bs SL 

'-IN-C S02CS SL 

1300 

1314 

1330 

1355 

1408 

1140 

1212 

Ur[L-nt. Your 1020, Posit. 
54.30, Long. 4.0 E r endez-
vous 01, TaJ isman detailed. 

FOR C-IN-C ~*1'JK"i.THER** 

Tak0 station on compass line 
of beRring NNW five miles. 

1352 **SIGH.:...L REQ.U:EST::!:D INFO AS 
TO Hmi F; .. sT BBs COULD Fu:;::;L 
DDs. ** 

To.ke position o.s Submarine 
Scre0n vrhen course is al tercd 
to ~. 

1410 1410 Two-fmmollod ship has 
stopped stonmer ESE eight miles 
run closing 

** J ... well-choson nessa.ge warning 1 .. d. 

1413 

1415 

1415 

1417 

Bea.tty of apparent irregularity and 
not breaking rndio silence.** 

Form sint).o line a.head ships 
in column to be 3 co.bl es upa:ct. 

1351 k./c loc. cling shi2)s to e;other 
the r es t in ucce sion to N 
x E. 

1412 When ww turn to Northward 
loolc out f' or a d;, a.ne ed cruisers 
of Gro.nd J!'l ee t. 

1416 1..R5 YOU Ii'T TOUCH 7ITH CCs? 
n.EPLY: 1440: NOT SI NCE 1300. 



-lG-

Meth- Time 
From: ------'-T_o.: ._-2.9:.!...---~- __ Grou~----·--· 'I'EXT"-----

L-23 ENT.III UT 131? 1300? TO C-in-1..i: POSIT·. 129B 
V.ISIBI LITY ! mil0. 

L-16 ENT.III .,. lT 1320 1300'? TO C-in-C: POSIT. 64J~ . 

VERY :MJ.S '11Y. YISIBILI'l1Y 
4 Milos, COUR SE UN .. ; 

• 



From 

so5Bs 

Galo.t ea 

Engu­
dine 

Galatea 

B3I 1rrsn 

Moth- 'fime 
-~C!_ _____ o_d ___ ..'.K_OR_ ____ G_r_0u~------·· _ _ TEXT 

5 BS Flag 

Gen. Flug 1420 

Rm:i.nrks 1420 

... 

SOBCli' V!T 

(IronDuke r i:.; c'd 
o.t 1418. 
K. G. V. at lLJ-24) 

1420 

h/c in succession to N x E. 

:Cnc.::m.y in sight. 

Si ght e d t Tio enemy cruisers 
boo.rinc; Eo.st. 

1420 Urgent. T\; o cruisors probably 
hostilo,in sight bearing ESE 
course unknown. Hy posit 
56.48 ll. Lon~ . 5.21 E. 

! This broko the rQdio silence and 
is the fi~ st contact report.* 

Rli.. ii.BERDEEN V'fT 1400 FOR C.,. IIJ-C FTIOIJi SNO BLYTH, 
T.t'i.LISM::J-T .. ·,__l'JD Subs G-2,3,4,5, 
sailed noon for rendezvous 
54.30 N. £1, .0E Ii'if L.C CORD.L~NCE 
1.JI'l1H ORDE:' s REC~nv.cn FRm.: ;.J). 

CYCLOPS 

SBBCF Destroyers Flug 1425 Tnko up pos ition a s Submo.rine 
Screen when course i s o.lterod to 
SSE. 

st.Vin­
cent 

0-in-C Som. 1428 1415 Germnn cododmosso.go intorcep­
tod from DZ to DR strength 9, 
2600 fo ~ t ne.v o Telefunken. 

**This ?as probnbly tho Elbing.** 

Galo.t ea SOBCF \IT 1430 1422 Ur~ent my 1420 crui s ers er e 
s topp od. 

;-IN-C 

In con-
;taut 

10 ~ LOS .. 

(IronDukc 
r ec ' d o.t 1425) 

GEN. f lo.g 

so 3 LCS SL 

SOBCF SL 

1430 ..'J.T:Jt COU11SE TOGETHL'R TtVO POI-
NTS TO S'.Cl.RBO.i..RD. 

** Zi gzngging** 

1430 1425 1 ..... 111 k eep i ng touch v1i th Ge.lat en 

1431 1430 .• :...m. clos ing 1s t L.c.s. 



I 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

I --

......... 
\ 
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G~ W'{ 

:Meth- Time 
,_T'.._- E. __ Grau p From: To: od 

.;;;.,.;;;-=;;.:__~~~__,;;:;...;;...;_.._~ 
TEXT _____ ;;;;;.;.;..;..;;;..;;;;;. ______ _ 

· L-21 Ent.III 
,, __ 

ELBING C-in-C 

LUTZ SD-I 

B-109 TIEGEN 

' LUTZ SD-I 

LUTZ SD-I 

FRANKFORT RFGEiT 
WI.ES 

WT 1420 1400 TO C-in-C: 104b VISIBIL­
ITY 6 MILES 1JIND WxN3, 
CLOUDS .A.BOUT 300 I\llETERS 

WT 142? 1431 ENEMY .AIMORED CRUISZR ~ 
TN SIGHT WxN 
** LUTZO'."i undoubtedly 
intercepted this- text 
of message had "Armored 
cruiser". (J;>.a,I~ 
~)which is erro­
neoosl.y referred to 
as CO ( SCHLACT KREUZER) 
G-~L.A.TB.A was sighted. At 
1510 Admiral Jellicoe 
received an Ad report 
of i:h e posit • of enemy 
CL (ELBilTG) based on 
directionals taken on 
this message.. The po­
sit. was ab cut 12 miles 
NE from the actual po­
sit. 

Note. - AS decoded by German recipients this 
contact was read as "24-26 BBs in 
sight"% The INDOiviI'I'ABLE heard this 
as"Very loud telofunken signal" and. 
reported so to S03ECS=i»;: 

Vis 142? 

WT 1428 

Vis 1429 

ViGB 1430 

Vis 1430 

1425 

Turn together to port 
to r:sw 

To second leader of 
destroyers. 164y IV 
sea tter o nemy vessels 
Sig. Comdr. 4th ill!, 
** British D/I!' station:s 
pick this up and at 1510 
reported GGr:nan DD po­
sit. to j"ollicoe about 
10 1;1ilc s north of t:eue 
posit • wLich ·rras ru. t l:i.G i' 
:go od wor~;: at v00-4·1(J 
n1j_ 1 C: P J:"3.Il[, G * * 

Spocd 18 kts. 

Follow the leadGr 

Close this ship 



..... l:S­

BRITISH 
. l, th- -Timc-

.Jro_~·-·--- To _______ q_~_ --~-O_D ___ -~~O_\l.P._ __ --· - T:-~x_T 

SOBCF 

SOBCF 

SOB CF 

Go.lat ea 

Gale.tea 

C-Il'if-C. 

so )LCS 

SOBCF 

Gen. Flns 1432 

Gon. Flag 1433 

Gen. Flue 1433 

SOBCF 1/T 
(Iron Duke 
rec'd 1434) 

SCBCF Wf 
(Iron:Ouko 
r 1.1 c ' d l~.3 0) 

Gen. Flc,e; 

Eno;a- SL 
dine 

Gen. I!'lc..g 

lLl .... 4 ,) 

1435 

1437 

~/c loa ding ships to gether the 
r est in suc cess ion to SSE. 
*Not e 5 BS Si r· .1440. * 

L.dmirul int l,nds to proccGd nt 
22 knots. 

Rc.iso st eam for full speed and 
report wh en roady to proceed. 

1430 Urgent. :Sn0my ships reported in 
my 142C ar c 2 destroyors.1...m 
cho..sing. 

1430 UrG0nt. 1 Cruiser probG.bly hos­
tile b6nrinf ~ steering SSE 

1435 

1435 

My position 5b.50 Long.5.19 E. 

R.: ... r~ srr1 
.. :.:Jii IPCR FULL SPE:.:D 1lND 

K:PORr 1."·I:CI~ R~JJT TO PROC:C:ID. 

'rwo onomy cruisers sighted a.bout 
En.st. Take cover noar Bo.ttle 
Cruis er s . 

The hands uro to be stationed 
ct nction stations continuously 
throughout the do.y. 

Gclnteu · SOBCF WT 1439 1435 Urgent. Huvo sighted lQrge 
c.mount of smoke as tho from a 
floot 1::eo.rin3 ElJZ . My position 
56.50 LonG. 5.19 E. 

(Rec'd.by 
IronDlike 
1435;byKGV 
1440) 

... , 

**This wns .: ... dmiro.l Ripper's CCs a.bout 
22 miles o.11ny.** 

/ 



.. 

r I 

J 

~ 

.· 

From: To: =--- ---· 
.LUTZ SD-I 

B-109 REGEN 

ELBING C-in-C 

SD-I 

LUTZ C-in-C 

LUTZ SD-I 

REGEN 

-20-
GERMlilT 

Meth-
o_d_. ---~:~ 

Time 
~~G_r_o_u~p..__~~~~~-=T~XT 

Vis 

Vis 

WT 

Vis 

Yr'T 

1432 

1432 

1433 1 434 

1431 

1435 1427 

1436 

Spee d 2l kts. 

To Se cond Leader of 
DDs: r eported on0ny 
forces• Stee~ing ~ ­
Sig. 4th HF 

fil,I Ul'IDER FIRE 

ClGo.r ship for acti.on 

SldOI\:2 OF sr.:rzru!.L EN"E­
~.iY CHJ..FT IiJ 8H1H T I N 
JL61y. Sig. CS}!, 
~: - ~~ '.loll chosr_)n mes ­
s a.ge which must havo 
bee 11 r uassur ing to 
Ad. Scheer** 

Full spe ed . 

1438 1435 Recoi.;ni tion signal 
o f tL.e en e~ is 
"l-£11 Sig. 4th HF 
*:+.1rhe Gen11a.ns. appar -
ently :planned to pass 
recognition data a­
mong'st own force. 

note: June, 1951 01\JI pamphlet on 
Recocni tiori Tac ti cs. :i-*. Cl!, 
'DOGGZR :aA.l~K** 



-2J_-

BRITISH 

i1.r.eth- Tino 
From Tn_ ---·- __ o_c! ___ r:r_o_p_. __ -~r_:.o_U]2_ -------· ____ 'JZ:;-;t~-~-----··- ___ -·- __ 

SO 5 BS 5 BS Flo.g 1440 Ll tor course i11 succ es s ion to 

C-IN-C Gen. Fl8.G 

Cordelia Inc on- Scm. 
st.:..nt 

J.al c.. tea SOBCJ!' SL 

SOBCF En3udinc SL 

J.o.lo. tGo. SOBCF VT 
,,. ·. ( IrcnDukc 
rec'd 1451) 

1t. Vin­
:: out 

30 1 LCS 

30BCF 

:o 1 LCS 

l-IN-C 

C- in- C SL 

SOB CF SL 

Gen. :B'l'""~ G 

Inc on- SL 
st'""nt 

Gen. Flo.g 

1443 

1443 

1445 

1446 

SS~ spuud 22 knots. 
**..i ... p1)0.rontly 8 minu tcs wo. s r oquirod to 

g :. t this si c;no.l from the Lion to tho 
Bo.rho.m - Bont ty ' s one! ship Ti ga r wo.s 
told o.t 04ffito r cp o:i. t l'.11 s i r;nnls bo­
tuocn _;._amiro.l m1d r.) ES. *=i' 

See Corb ett Noto'1505.** 

.:J../c TOGETIL:Il T':JO POII,'.TS TO PCRT. 
SPE:GD 17 ld:rDTS. GUIDES TO BE.AR NE 
X E FR01~ GUID::I: CF FLX:T .. 

How mo.ny shins co.n you mo.kc out? 
I co.n only mc~1rn 0ut one. 

Reply: Ono ship o.nd t no d c.;stroyors. 

1445 Enemy nppur Gntly turn .::d :Horth. 

1445 Send up soo.plnnos to scout NNI:. 
Lra s ending t -:-ro destroyers to you. 

1~ 51 1445 Urgont. My 1435· Smoke sooms to 
be 7 vos sols bGsidcs DDc nnd 
Cruisers.The y ho.ve turnod North. 
My position 56.52 N. Long.5.33 E. 

**cc s 18 miles di oto.nt. ** 

l~.52 144-5 GERM.:...1\f COD~D SIG1T.LL l·:c c=:IVBD 
2300 fu ot vmvo. ST:'..T~NGTH 10 . 
T:-:Ll:!!'1lllitt1::::BN. W3:D . 

% ... 

1452 1450 1 LCS c.ro under :i.'iro . 

14S2 i,_/c lco.dine; ships to~otl1~r tho 
r c-- t in succossion to s=. 

lf;.51) 7horo nr 1.,, cur B:-.ttle Cruicors? 

Rcply: B\.,,c..rint, rmn just hull d01.·n 
nppc.rontly stoc,ring S:L . 

1455 ,,: ... mu?.LL IN'J..i..:ND.S TO :?l-{Q c .::~::D ... ·,_T 
18 ICN'O '.lB . 



...... 

I 
I 
I 

' I 

From: 

LUTZ 

L-9 

\ 

I LUTZ 
I 
I 
I 

I 
1,LUTZ 
-~ 

LUTZ 

LUTZ 

LUTZ 

t.U1.I'Z 

/ C-in-C 
I 

1 FRANKFORT 
/ 

_.!o: 

C-in-C 

Ent.III 

SD ... l 

SD-I 

SD-I 

SD-I 

SD-I 

SD-I 

CSF 

Meth­
od 

WT 

WT 

Vis~ 

Vis 

Via 

Vis 

Vis 

Vis 

WT 

C-in-C. VlT 

-22-

GERMAN 

Time 
TCR Group 

1443 1436 

1443 144.0 

1443 

1444 

144~ 

1449 

1450 

1452 

1455 1448 

1450 

T::JCT --

SD-I IS IN 031A 
COURSE SSW 
*See C-in-C 1448 

TO C-in-C .: POSIT. 020B 
VISIBILITY 2 ULES 
COURSE ~1WxN,. 

Turn together to 
Starboard to Course vrsw 

Speed 18 lets. 

Turn together to Star-
board t~ Course w. 

Speed 21 kts. 

Battle signals follow. 
Man battle signal sta-
tions. 

riurn together to Course 
NNW 

OVQN MAIN BODY AT 1445 
IN 065E IV 

047D NOT Ai'iMOrt:ED CRUIS-
ERS, BUT ]'OUR LIGHT ~ 
CRDISII:RS, CALLIOPE 
CLA.SS ON COURSE NW 
Sig. CSD II 



-25-­

B:::lITISB 

Moth- Tino 
From To od TOD GrouD --·--··--- ·-· -- -·-··- _ ... ___ .. ·• .. 

C-IN-C Gon. Flo.g 1457 

C-IN-C DDs Flu .:i 1500 

C-IN-C Cruisers FlQg 1500 

Lion Rcr.:o.rks 1500 

SOBCF 2 LCS SL 1500 

C-IN-C Gen. 

SOBCF Ck,n. 

C-IN-C Gen. FlL.g 1502 

Go.lo.too. SOBCF SL 1505 

SOB CF Encndino SL 1505 

so 5 BS 5 BS FlGf:, 1505 

Fli.LMOUTH SOB CF i;,,.T 1505 
C-IlT-C 

P~-IS~ GT =::.:u~1 FOR J~TJLL SPE::ZD 1:!ITH 
.:J,L n::sP.t1.TCH. 

DDs BJ.'.J,1K FIR:~s IIT BOILERS NOT 
~~.LO,UIR=rl FOR 21 KNOTS. 

h~ COURSE IS s~x s hT 1500 

Sor plc no l eft ~~GO.dine 

Pr~pnro to cttnck the van of 
the cnomy. 

.i'.S 31],.;JE co: ::PL::T:G RK..DI~:::ss ]103 
LC TIOI'T :CV~:RY RI.:SP:LDiT. 

J.·1.j c loo.ding ships to r;othor tho 
rost in s ucce s sion to E. 

L./ c L:3.c ... DI1TG SIIII'S TOG::ZTH:::H THE 
REST IR SUCCES.SIOir rro S:C x S. 

1505 Sovc:ro.l cruis or s u:1 d DDs b e;c:.ring 
E s-Ccorinc ,.v-:.rious cours0s. I Tiy 
po .J i ti on 50.54 Lon =:, . 5. 21 :C • .:.m 
ko o,in[ touch. Course N. 25 kts. 
Enemy cru.iscr s h o.vo o.ltorod to 
l'fJ. 

*Fr£'.nkfurt, I'illc.u, otc. ** 

1500 Toll aoapl,..1.nus enemy h o.vc 
turnod F . 

11./c in f'Ucco osion to . ESE. 

1500 IDGENT. THR:;:;E CRUISErtS PROBi».BLY 
HOSTILE Il'1" SIGHr B:i~L.RING E · 
COURSE N. ~,ff POSITION 56 • 59 · 
LOEG. 5.31 E. 

i::l:(forbctt status thc.t TIGG informed LION ['. t 1505 tiic_t s he ho.d 
not got ton 1432 s icnul nor o.ny since thc:n to E2 rhrun. ** 

::.12.tcc. SOB CF VJT 
1(Rcc'd. by 
IronDuko 
1508) 

Urgont Enemy ships r oportod 
h cv c o.lt or c d coll?'s~ to Iffl. My 
course is Nl:TII. My :po s ition 
56.5J , Long . 5.27-1/2 E. 



Meth-
From: To: od -----
LUTZ SD-I Vis 

ELBING LUTZ wm 

LUTZ SD-I Vis 

LUTZ SD-I Vis 

C-in-C VS I & II WT 

.. 

C-in-0 Flt WT 

c. 

-24-
GERM.AN 

Time 
TOI} ___ Gr_SJup _______ T~]CT ___ , ____ 

145'7 

1459 

1459 

1500 

Follow in order of 
tactical numbers. 

1426 Four enemy cruisers 
.ARETHUS.A class in s i.tI.h t 

co11rse NHW 

Speed 23 knots 

1504 Close up. 
(1604) 

1506 
(1606) 

Clear sllips i'or a c tion 
Full speed Cour sG N 



-25-

BRITISR 

L:i...; th-- Timu 
Frore To od TOD G1"oun f eet 
- · ··-----·-- - - - ·-- -- -- - - --- _ .. ___ .,t::_ . ... ... - - ·- -- - - · - - -·. --- - - - .. -·- .• -·- .. - -·-- -

c-n:-c CRUISE~S SL 

fJ) C-IH-C '. rT 
(Rec'd.by 
Lion l~i29} 

SOBCF Gen. Fl;;.G 

SOBCF Gen. i' lo.. 

SO 5BS 

NEV;­
ZE.i.J._'J'ID 

SC 3 BCS 

c-n~-c 

C-IN-C 

so 3BCS 

so 3BCS 

SOBCF 

5 BS Flc.g 

Ror:inrlcs 

c-nr-c SL 

Gen. Flq; 

Gen. Flo.g 
SL 

3 BCS Flo.e:; 

ChastE..r SL 
Cnntorbury 

Gen. Flc:i.g 

1510 

1510 

1512 

l'.513 

1518 

1518 

1520 

1520 

1510 L.T 1431 DIR::CTIO~~.:...Ls ?L .. C:SD 
E:l'JJ:l,~Y LIGH'I CRUI S:.:R IN 56. 57 
LO!TG. 6 .q2 .:J\l'J:J Er~·i:y D::STROYI:n 
IN )6.~-)7·; LOIT<i-. 5.43 E. 

Ldrdrctl in t .::nds to proccGd c. t 
23 };nots . 

ll./c lrn .. :..ding ships togcth._r the. 
r~~ t iil succGs s ion to IS. 

;,..fc in s uec ""'..,;· ion to :~, s peed 
22 knots. 

Sir.;ht o d 5 on umy s hip s on sto.r­
boc1rd bo t:. 

** Not rcportud to SOBCF ** 

1510 PRIORITY. LY COUP.SI: ESE . 22 
KNOTS. 

COLUJl!jfTS TO BE 1 MILE ;,p liRT. 

LD~.IIB-'.L I'tTT~iIDS TO PHOC::bD 
19 :I'J.iO'IS. 

.i ... T 

J ... Ssumo complo t o r o:i.cUnoss for 
c.ction in ovc;ry r c spoct. 

1522 K.Jc p .... good lookout. '--

i...dmirc..l int ~nds to proc ee d. o.t 
2Ll. ¥-nots. 

I 



To: ---

ELBING 

LUTZ C-in-C 

LUTZ SD-I 

ELBING .C•i n-C 

ELBING C-in-C 

.. 

-25-

GERJvlAN 

Meth- Time 
__ o_d ____ Trn __ Group ------··- _____ TEXT ______ _ 

• 

Vis 1512 Four modern ' enamy cru-
isers in sight to the 
westward, 5th and 6th 
c01ning in sight, distance 
16, 300 meters. 

'iiT 1513 1450 Only four enemy light 
1500 cruisers in sight. Posit 

SD-I 022e, Course NNW 

Vis 1515 Course N·w. Speed 25 kts. 

WT 1515 TO C-Ll?C: SCATTERED ENEMY 
FORC~S in 152y IV 

'.IT 1515 1515 REPORTED EN3MY FORCES 
: .iST~TIER ING :N""N\l'. 152y IV 

v 

v"' 

/ 



From: 

SOBCF 

S05BS 

Cine 

To: 

SO of 
Sqds. 

5 BS 

DDs 

GALATEA SOBCF 

P.Royal 

so 
Crus. 

(Rec'd 
by IRON 
Dill<:E 
1529) 

SOBCF 

Cruisers 

NOTTING- Cine 
BAM SOBCF 

GAL.d.TEA SO BCF 
(F..ec'd 
by IBON 
DU-KE 
1527) 

Cine CRUIS:2:RS 

LICN 

-27-

BRITISH 

:1eth- Time 
od: __ TOD __ G_ro~~---·---·---TE~'£. _____ _ 

vVT 

Flg 

Flg 

SL 
.VT 

SL 

SL 

1521 

1521 

1522 

1522 

1523 

1523 

1524 

1525 

1525 

Remar~:s 1525 

1515 

1520 

1522 

1515 

1520 

My J!Osit lat 56.48N 
long. 5.17 E Course 
NE 8pe ed 23 kt R 

(Rec'd by Cine N 40°E 

A/c in succession to 
NE. Speed 23 kts. 

RAISE STEPJ~ fOR FULL 
SPEED. 

Urgent • .Am leading 
enemy N\1 they appe~r 
to be follo~ 1 ing.My 

posit. Lat 57.02 N 
Long 5.23 E. 

Attention is called 
to ExN 

My course an d speed 
are S 29 E 20 kts 

UR';EN'r. HAV'~ SIGNTED 
SJ1.:01rn: 5EA..11nm- ENE 
FIVE COLU:INS. MY 
POSIT LAT 56.46N LONG 
5.14E 

Urgent. Have sighted 
smoke on bearing ESE 
apparently squadron 
astern of cruisers 
steering WNW bearing 
ESE. 

i Y S?EED OF AD~TAFCE 

I S 19 KTS. 

:F:nemy in si git on 
starooard bov-;r 



• 

-28-
GERMAN 

Meth- Time 
From_:~~~~~T~o~:~~~o~d~:;__~~~TO~R~~---~P TEXT 

LIST C-in-C YlT 

FRANKFORT C-in-C WT 

LUTZ SD-I Vis 

1521 

1524 

1~24 

1500 Radio AEROPL.Al\1E 561 
T.AKING OFF ON COURSE 
NNW. SIG. LIST AIB 
STATION. 

1514 HAVE OPENED . 
FIRE ON ENEMY LIGHT 
CRUISERS 

Speed 18 kts 



-29-

BRI TISH 

: ,:eth- Time 
_F_r_o_m_: ____ T_o_=-----~--~-O_D ___ G_:rr_o_1_..i12._:'----- ____ T_~-----

Nottin~ham. S02LCS 

Cine 

SOBCF 

SOBCF 

RA 
SCAPA 

Cine 

Sea­
plane 
82a 

SOBCF 

Gen 

Gen 

Il.lER 
GORDON 

so of 
Sq_ds 

SO via 
Engadine 

SL 1525 

WT 1527 1526 

Flg 152? 

Flg 1530 

V:T 1530 1300 

Sem 1531 1532 

VlT 1531 1530 

Sit;hted smoke on 
bearing El'ill five 
columns 

:y POSIT AT 1515, 
57.50N 4.15E COURSE 
SExS Speed 19 kts 

Assume complete read-
iness far action in 
every res:i;;ect 

A/c leading. ships 
toe:ether, the rest 
in succession to E. 
Speed 25 kts 

:FOR Cine: WZATHER 
!ri£POHT l!'IW>.: POSYTH, 
E ,IHIH GHJJ:, AI.ID HAR.-
V-lICH RESPECTIVELY, 
WIND SE 1-3 DULL, 
c. AND 0.' i ~ISTY, 
RAIN 29.98. 3ASED ON 
OBSE:h'VATION AT 1300: 
HHID SW., FINE B. 
AiID ffli' =·' BA..."Rt ·METER 
30.19. BAS:CD ON OB-
SERVATION AT 1300: 
BARO~ IETER :30. 25' 
RISING, TEI'iP. B4, WIND 
ESE LIClIT 

F lag Officers inform 
the ir di visions of 
the si i:llation 
**See P 440 .Jutland 
Despatches for result-
ant messa.oes** 0 

Cru i sers three, De­
s t royers f ive. Ene­
m~; bearing and dis­
tance from me E 10 
raile s. Enemy course 
NW** reports got no 
f urther than Engadine 
~;<- * 



From: To: 

LUTZ SD-I 

FDG Flt 

L-9 Ent .III 

LUTZ All 

LUTZ SD-I 

-30-

G:J!RM.AN 

Meth- Time 
_o_d_· ~~--T_O_R.__ _____ Gro1:!.l2..._~------------T_E_X_T __ ~-

Vis 1526 Course NW x N. 

Vis 1526 Distance '100 meters 

WT 1526 1450 TO C..,.in-C. Posit.005b. 
Have turned about; 
Starbor.~d propeller 
shaft broken. 

WT 1526 1529 SD II. Closed SD-I, 
strong enemy forces in 
sight in 151 y 

\. 

Wis 1529 Fire distribution from 
the right 

---



-31-

3RITISH 

Meth- Time 
Fro211_: ______ Jo: ______ _£_~------ TO:!_)__ G_Eo~.-- ----------~E_JIT _______ _ 

OinC S02CS 

S03CF Gen 

** Corbett gives 1533 

SOI3 CF GALATEA 

SOB CF 2BCS 

v' SOBCF Falr.iou th 

SOBCf 13 Flot 

SOBCF S05BS 

S05BS 538 

SOB CF Gen 

SOBCJ!' Gen 

Cine 3F.D SUB 
& co~~ F 

Sl:. 
FLG 

Flg 

as 

t IT 

-i· 1 '" -- t:> 

Y!'I' 
SL 

SL 

I lg 

SL 

]' l g 

I'lg 

Flg 

Sem 

time 

1531 1530 

1532 

for German a/c 

1533 1532 

1534 

1534 1532 

Re_pl~l 1538 

1534 

1535 

1535 

1535 

1535 

1535 1530 

C:r::l'.·n:RE OF SCRE..:~,J 

SHOUIJ) BEAR 81,ZS 

) .. /c l e a d i ng sh i ps to-
gether, the rest in 
sue c ossi 0::.1 to .,,, 

-"' 

to sz*-* 

Indicate.:: bearine, of 
er;.emy 

Fro lo-rig tlle line by 
takiIIL stat ton astern 

Are you in usual touch 
with Galdtea? Report 
her b c ari !1g. 

En emy bGaring E, steer­
inn~ SE Ga.la tea NIIB 
2 iniles. I,J:y posit Lat 
57.10 Long 5.14E 

Tak8 station ahGad 

Spee d 2o k ts. •• ssume 
CO filIJlGte rGadinE:. ss for 
acti O!l . :i./C leading 
s ili p s t oe:; e the r the 
r e st in sue cess io;.1 to 
E. En G~(,~ in sig..1.t. 

li./C i 11 fhl C Cl)S 8j 011 to 
E. Sp ,~ .,d 24 k ts. 

Adniral intends to 
proceed c:.. t 24 k ts. 

En mny i l sig ht bearing 
ExN 

EHKIY CRDISERS :,.ND DDS 
..- BEilU CH~i..SJ!.Ll TC .· ~ 

:WE T.E:FLRD BY OUR BCF 
..:l..: IJ SI-IOULD 1'.l'"' _.i.C, IN 
TOUCl{ ·.:ITH OUR c~mISERS 
lj_L 1600 



• 

-32-

GEID.tI.AN 

Meth- Time 
From.~: _______ T~o~:~-----o~d;;.;..._ ____ ~T~O~R~~---G~r~o~u~pE;__,_ ______ --TE~~~H XT;;.=.. __ _ 

LUTZ SD-I Vi.s 

LUTZ SD-I Vis . 

LUTZ All Vis 

1532 

1535 

1535 1529 

Speed 18 kts. 

Course SS . 

Enemy main body in 
si gb.t in 15ly. 
This force consists 
of 6 ships, Course N . 



Me th-
From: To: od -----·---- ·-
Sea- so via WT 
plane En~cadine 
82a. 

S02BCS 2BCS Flg 

s 

SOBCF so of rr.r 
Sqds. 
(R8c'd bv 
IRON DTJ.t::~, 

1532) 

v S03LCS so 1 LCS SL 

S02BCS 9th Flot )!'.lg 

S02BCS DDs ]'lg 

SOBC3' Cine 

SOB5S 5BS I'lg 

-33-
BRIT ISH 

TOD 

1536 

1536 

1536 

1536 

1537 

1538 

1540 

1540 

Time 
__ Gr_oup ____ ··---·- · TUT __ _ 

1530 E ~emy' s course is S. 
*iJev0r c ot bo:·ond 

1530 

1530 

1535 

• 

Er-;. ga di 1.e ** 

A/c in succession 
16 poi n ts to starboard 

Present cour SE:. on speed 
25 kts. 

Th::y a ppear to have 
turne d t o the .,., 

..c.. 

9th Flot. tul: e station 
h ec::.d of Li on. 

Take station ahead 
5 cable s 

URGEI~ • FIVE :3NEr1lY 
CC3 BI;..R il~G NE. LARGE 
Nli'11I~:::ffi DDS BE'".RING N'E, 
COUP. SE UIIB.NOWIJ. POSIT 
R: ... POFTI TG SHIP 56.53 
LONG 5.28 E. 

~dm.iral intends to 
proceed ut 24.~_kts • 

0 



],rom: To: 

FRANKFORT Flt 

• 

LUTZ SD-I 

• 
LUTZ SD-I 

FRANKFORT LUTZ 

FDG All 

• 

Meth­
od 

WT 

Vis 

Vis 

Vis 

-34-

GERMAN 

TOR 

153'7 

1539 

1540 

1540 

1540 

Time 
Gro '!£... TEX=T;;;....__ 

SCATTERED ENEiv.lY CRAFT 
IN l59y. FOLLOW AB ~ 
Q,UICKLY AS POSSIBLE 
SIG. CSD II 

Fire distribution 
from the left 

Speed 18 kts 

1533 Enemy airplane in 159y. 
CSD II 

Full speed. 



-35-

BRI'rI SH 

r.:eth- Time 
To: ------ o~d __ --'T=-OD ___ G~r_oup ________ TJ.;;;..1.!.l.;;;.i'XT= From: 

Cine GEN FLG 1540 1545 REF~RENCE POSIT 1530 
SL 57. 4 5, 4.32E 

SOBCF 13 Flot JTl g 1542 'rake station two 
points before the 
starboard bec..m 2 
miles 

SOBCF 9th ],lot 1542 T&ke station nheo.d 

Fearless ReillD. r l;:s 1542 Sightod 2 ~nemy 
cruisvrs (6 sight ed 
ut 1550) 

GALATEA SOBCF WT 1544 1555 Urgent. The enemy 
(Rec'd CLs nnd DDs ho.ve 

IRON DUKE a/c to south. I am 
1541) following. J\~y po-

sit 57.40 Long 5.10 
E 

/ Falmouth S03Cl!, VIT 1544 1538 Urgont: enemy 
Cine beQrs ExS from me, 

distD.Ilce unknown, 
course SE, speed 
21 to 25 kts. My 
posit 57.10 Long 
5.14~ 

S03BCS 3BCS ]' l g 1545 i./c 1 1·1 SUCCGSsion 
to S-26E 

.-/ Seuplo.ne Engo.dine WT 1 545 1545 Three cruisers, 
820. ten DDs. Enemy's 

course is s.** 
Never got 
Engadine** 

beyond 

SOBCF CCs Flg 1545 Form on c. line of 
bearing N.7 



-36-
GERJVIJ~J --·--

Meth- Time 
From: __ .. o_d ___ ....;;T;..;;O;.;;.R;......_ Grol!J2. ________ _1_EXt._ __ To: ---

FRANKFORT C-in-C 1541. 

LUTZ SD-I Vis 1542 

LUTZ SD-I Vis 1545 

1528 The ENEifl CLS HAYE 
TURNED OFF. HAVE 
CE.h.SED FIR ING. 

Ships take distance 
500 meters 

Change course togGther 
with SSE. 



-37-
BRITISH ---·-

Heth-
From: To: od TOD 

SOBCF Cine WT 1545 

SOBCF Gen Flg 1545 

SOBCF cos Flg 1546 

ENGL.DINE Rcmnrks 1547 

S05BS 5BS Flg 1547 

SCBCF Gen Flg 1547 

** 1548 

SO lLCS 1 LJS SL 1550 

GALATEA SO 3LCS SL 1550 

T:iilne 
Grol!12.._ 

1545 

1550 

TEXT 
~----

UR GJ!~NT • COUrtSL O}I, 
EN:i!I '.:Y S 55E. lliY 
POSIT 56.53 LONG 
5.33 E 

J.._/c toGethor to ESE 

Loa.ding po..ir en-
gc.g c right ho.nd sb.ip 
of cne ya.y. 

Soo.plano returned. 

Enemy in sight boo.r-
ing E. 

Open f iro engo.go 
enemy 

Opened fire, VJ .. 
neo.tty's roport.** 

J:Jn worl\:ing up to 
full spe ed 

Do you know rclu-
ti ve posit., course 
and SIXJ Gd of our CCs? 
Lm I right in trying 
to le ad tho momy? 

.. 



From: To: 

LUTZ SD-I 

LUTZ All 

Meth-

-38-

GERMAN 

od TOR 

Vis 1548 

WT 1549 

Time 
. C'~..£~J2. .. __ ·- __ TEXT0------

Commence firing. 
** Owing to the probable 
discrepancies in clocks 
and logging of signals 
it here appears that 
the British open fire 
first. However, somce 
accounts have it that 
the Gennans fired first 
by perhaps a minute or 
even several minutes.** 

1532 SD-I. POSIT. 004e., 
ST-, 

..t..J' SPEED 21 KTS. 



From: 

Wi.J\SPIT 

LION 

SOBCF 

SOBCF 

S02LCS 

SOBCF 

S05BS 

To: 
r.~eth­

od 

Remo.rk s 

Remurks 

Cine 

Cil.PT 
D-13 

2 LCS 

Gen 

DDs 

WT 

SL 

I!'lg 
WT 

Flg 

-39-

BRITI SH 

TOD 

1550 

1550 

1555 

1555 

1555 

1555 

1556 

TEXT 
Time 
Group ·-------

1550 

1558 

Burhc.m opene d fir e . 
En emy op0no d fir o . 
CCs opened firo 

LION being frequently 
hit by enemy. Turret 
wrecked a.t 1600. 

URGEt;r. 1.M .&UGll.GING 
E:mIY. EY POSIT. 
56 .. 53 LOHG 5.31 E. 

Oppor tTu.J.i ty nppeo.rs 
f nvoro.ble for o.t­
ta.cking. 

Spread for lookout 
duties on a. line 
of beo.ring NH in 
se quence in which 
ships nre now from 
LION 

Increo.se the rote 
of fire. 

I~eep out of t h e wc.y. 

' 



-40-

Meth- Time 
From: To: od TOR Grou p 
-----"-----=-~· ------- --- ......_ _____ - TEXT 

LUTZ SD-I 

LUTZ SD-I 

LUTZ All 

Vis 1553 

Vis 1554 

WT 1554 

Increase speed 

Leading ship is guide 

15,18 SIX E~IB:· '!Y CCs. ENEMY 
LIGilT FORCES IN 15ly, 
FOTICE SE. Sll·l in 004e 
COURSE SSE, 18 kts. JJ!f 
ENG.t'..1.GED IN Rt,.TTU:: 17ITH 
SIX ccs• REPORT POSIT. 
OUN Mi .. IN BODY. SIG. 
CSF 



From: 

SOB CF 

Cine 

I GLOUCESTER 

S05BS 

Gl:...LL. 'l'Ei .. 

SO 3BCS 

S05BS 

S03BCS 

-4l-

BR rrISH 

Meth- Time 
To: ·~-o_d~--~T_O_D~~~Gro~ TEXT 

Co.pt. 
D-1 
Co.pt. 
D-13 

CRUISERS 

S03LCS 

FK .. RL"E SS 

SOBCF 
(Rec'd by 
IRON DUKE 
1559) 

3 BCS 

5 BS 

3 BCS 

Flg 1556 

SL 1558 

SL 1558 

Flg 1559 

WT 1559 

Flg 1600 

Flg 1600? 
( 1606) 

1601 

Flg 1602 

1548 Proceed at your ut­
most speed. 

SPEED OF .i..DV iJ\I CE 
20 1.'TS. 

Enemy fleet steering 
s 

:FE;.RLESS t o.lee station 
a.st ern M..:'...Ll .. YA 

1555 Urgent. Enemy bear-
i ng ESE. Course of 
enemy ESE. My posit 
5?.03 Long 5 .• 27. 
1 :y course ESE • *,1y 
speed 28 kts. ** LION 
read enemy course 
o.s S** 

.L ... dmiral i n tends to 
proceed nt 24 kts. 

Open fire ond en ... 
guge ere my. 

INDEF ... TIG .... BLE blew 
up. 

J.\./ c in sue cession 
to SSE 



_F_r....;.o.;..;m;..;;.: ____ To: 

LUTZ SD-I 

2nd Leader IX 
DDs Flot 

LUTZ SD-I 

Meth­
od 

Vis 

Vis 

Vis 

-42-

TOR 

1600 

1603 

1604 

Time 
Group TEXT 

TURN TOgether to SExS 

Interval 15,500 motcrs 

Change course together 
to SxE 



-43-

BHITISH ----
Meth- Time 

ad TOD Group From: To: TEXT 
·--·-·--·-------._.;;;.."'---------------;;;..;.;.;;~----

C-inC S03BCS 

BIB.MING- S02LCS 
HAM 

WT 1605 

SL 1605 

C-in-C GEr SEM 1605 

FALMOu~ SOBCF SL 160? 
S05BS 

S05BS 5 BS ]' l g 1608 

SOBCF CTIMvWION WT 1609 
Via P.Roy-
al. 

SOBCF P ~ ROY.AL 1'!T 1610 

LIOlJ Remar1-cs 1611 

SOBCF DDs SL 1611 

OPSLm7 Engadine SID1 1512 

" SO 3 LCS SO 1 I.CS SL 1612 

1604 PROCE3D IMIIEDL..TELY 
TO ~1-'T'OR T BC) . POSIT 
56~53 LONG 5.31E 
COURSE S55E .L .. T 1550 

Ten DDs ahead of enemy 
ccs. 

10.05 BCF .A...liE ENGAGHJG ENEMY' 
ccs; 

1600 Enemy steering ENE~ 
** No record of ever 
being received.** 

Co"1 centrate in pairs 
on R ar 2• 

1602 Attack the enemy with 
torpedoes 
** Log as received 
by CHAMPION ~t 1716i 

: ,I.ION'S WT · oti~* 

1605 l.:ain WT out of action 

NOT'rI:IGH.AM r eports Sub. 
on starboard side. 

Cleur range. 

Can yot: dispense with 
rn.y services? If so, 
I will join 5 BS. 
Reply: Yes, certainly. 

rma t are you going to 
ste.er? 
Reply: I am going to 
ste er sz. .hlil altering 
to SSE to go between 
ene my's fleet 



Fr::>m: 

C-in-C 

C-in-C 

LUTZ 

ai'DG 

LUTZ 

LUTZ 

To: 

All 

Flt 
CSF 

SD-I 

J..l]_ 

SD-I 

SD-I 

-44-

GERMiili 

Meth-
od TOR 

WT 1605 

1605 

Vis 160? 

Vis 1611 

Vis 1612 

Vis 1614 

Time 
Group TEXT 

COURSE NYl 

1607? O\lN :Ml..IN BODY POSIT 
1600 043e. CENTR~, 
COURSE W.J, SPEED 
15 KNOTS 

Turn together to SxW 

Ships take distru1co 
500 motors. 

Sp\.,, ed 23 knots. 

DDs o.ttack 



Mdth-

-45-
BRITISH 

Time 
From: To: od TOD ----· . Grou.E_ __ , _____ T_E_XT _____ _ 

S02LCS NOTTINGHAM SL 1615 Support DDs. 

S03BCS C-in-C HT 1615 1606 MY POSIT COURSE AND 
SPEED 57.39 LONG 5.35 
SSE 25 KTS 

BIRMINGHAM S02LCS Sem 16l? I am. porting a little 
to c;ive NOTTINGHAM 
and DDs room 

C-in-C S05BS VlT 161? 1615 Ai1E YOU IN CO MPAI\-Y 
~7I1H SOBCF 
**I 'l.:E S05BS 1630** 

S05BS 5 BS Flg 1618 Ships i n column to 
be three cables apart 
24 I ts 

SO 1 LCS SO 3 LCS SL 1619 1623 Am I in your way? 
Reply: IIy course SSE. 
Rill you steer t h e 
same? 

LION Remark 1620 ~.MARY blew up. 
(1626) 

S03LCS 3, LCS Flg 1625 A/c in succession to 
SSE 

NOTTING- S02LCS SL 1625 Am edging to star-
HAM board to 1-~e ep smoke 

clear of LIOU 



From: 

IlUTZ 

C-in-C 

C-in-C 

FRANKFORT 

FDG 

LUTZ 

.. 

To: 

SD-I 

iJ.L 

ROSTOK 

LUTZ 
(C-in-C 
Heard) 

1~11 

SD-I 

Meth­
od 

Vis 

Vis 

"fiT 

UT 

Vis 

Vis 

-46-
GERMAN 

TOR 

1618 

1620 

1520 

1620 

1621 

1625 

Ti mo 
Group 

1621 

1612 

TEXT. 

LGading ship take guide 

COURSE YI. 

l!'IRST LEADER OF DDs: 
CONCENTRJ,.TE MJ;.IN BODY 
DDS 

En omy ma.in body 15ly, 
English 211d Bn.t, Sqd., 
5 ships. Roport8d E.memy 
force· · ~ ·j;;;;.-3 :~·~n.~ :~E ~ 

COURSE N. 

Reduce speed 



From: 

C-in-C 

SOBCF 

S05BS 

S05BS 

v S03LCS 

S05BS 

SOR..'J·.rP 

To: 

BF 

PRIN. 
ROYAL 

DDs 

C-in-C 

GAL.A.TEL 

5 BS 

C-in-C 
SOBCF 

NOT'l'ING- S02LCS 
HAM 

SOH.Af,;p BCF 

Meth-
od 

Sem 

WT 

Flg 

WT 

SL 

Flg 

WT 

Sem 

SL 

-47-

BRITISH 

Time 
TOD Gro..!!J2. 

1025 1620 

1626 1625 

162? 

16:30 

1630 1630 

1630 

1630 1630 

1630 

1630 

TEXT ·-·--

KEI:P JUST CLEAR OF 
W.AKE OF NEXT .AHEAD 
IF IT HELPS SHIPS 
TO KEEP UP 

Keep clear of smoke 

Ta}:e station ahead 

YES , I. M/.r E3 G.A.GI NG 
EI m.1Y . 

It seems that they 
are not going through 
Horn Reef and not to 
SKAGERR.XK 
Reply: Yes I think 
so if all CCs got 
to gether I th.ink we 
could deal with the 
Northern Squadron. 
I make them 16,000 

Subdivisions separate­
l y a/c in succ e ssion 
t Tio poi n ts away from 
the enemy pre s ervi ng 
t heir f onna ti on. 

URGENT. OHE J:!:J>i-rzMY 
CiiUISEh BEAHING SE 
S'l'EERI NG NE (HY POSIT 
56.38 LONG 6.0?E) 

7 vm er ii so rs SSE 

~nemy DDs attacking 



-48-
GERMAN 

Meth- Time 
_F_r_o_m_: ________ T_o __ : ________ o_d ____ _,;;;T~O-D __ ~-G~r_o_u_£..__ __ .~---------'-TEXT 

2nd Leo.der IX Vis 
DDs Flot 

' V-29 IX Vis 
Flot 

LUTZ SD-I Vis 

STETTIN Flt Vis 

1626 

1626 

1627 

1628 

Distance 10,000 meters 
FLOTo IX o.ttack':> . 

.A tto.ck. 

Turn together to SE 

Gunfire to NNV7 i \7 
dis tont a.bout 4 miles 



From: To: 

S05BS 5 BS 

S05BS 5 BS 

BIRMINGH.AM S02LCS 

SO BCJ!' 

S03LCS 3 LCS 

-49-

BRITIS'H 

I.Ieth- 'rime 
od ___ T_O_D_~_G}'01l.£. _ _ _ TEXT 

Flg 1630 

Flg 1631 

Sora 1632 

SL 1633 

Flg 1634 

1604? 

~/c together 4 points 
to port 

Negative a/c together 
4 :points to port 

1 four fun ne l cruiser 

H9s SE 

Form single line 
ahead in sequence of 
fle0t nurbers. Ships 
in column open or­
der 

SCHAMP Rermrks 1635 Challenge four fun­
nel cruisar bear­
ing SE. No reply 

SCHAMP C-in-C 1638 

C-i i -C so 10 cs .WT 1G38 

1638 

1638 

** SOHJJ:p challenged 
srrETTilr* * 

UiiCl.! .. 1T. PRIORITY. 
::Au SIGE:TED .:!l-1EMY 
BF PEJ'J1I1'TG .:u?PROX-
II :.;:i.T~LY SE COLJRSE OF 
ElE -.7 : JC'RTH HY POSIT 
5 6 • ~4 LO~ G o • 20 .ti: 

TEii!1IH CS TAKE UP 
E1 ... STERi~ P1,::1ROL 

0 



From: 

C-in-C 

LUTZ 

FDG 

FDG 

LUTZ 

STETTIN 

LUTZ 

r 

To; 

LUTZ 

Meth­
od 

-50-

GERMJ~N 

TOR 

1631 

SD-1 Vis 1634 

All Flot Vis 1635 

ALL VIS 1636 

SD-I Vis 1636 

FDG Vis 1636 

SD-I Vis 1638 

Time 
Group 

1630 

TEXT 

TO CSF: O\"lN Ml.IN 
BODY 034e COURSE N. 
SPEED 15 KTS. 

Turn together to ESE 

Take station to star­
board. 

Il~EASR fI'EED 

Turn together to E. 

SD-II in si.gh t NNW 
i-w 
**2 LCS ** 

Turn together to SSE. 



From: 

CruMPION 

S03LCS 

so 1 cs 

$0 5BS 

so BBS 

SOBCF 

" S03LCS 

LION 

DofED 

SOBCF 

-51-

BR ITI SH 

Time 
To: 

Meth­
od TOD __ G_ro~_p_ ____ _ TEXT 

SOBCF WT 1638 1630 

SO 1 LOS SL 1640 1637 

1 cs SL 1640 1635 

5 BS Flg 1640 

5 BS Flg 1640 

Gen Flg 1640 

3 LCS Flg 1641 

Rennrk s 1642 

B.PRINCE SL 1643 1640 

DDs FLG 1643 

Course of enemy's 
BF is ENE single 
line ahe ad. Yan 
dreadnough~. Bear­
ing of centre SE. 
I1y posit. 56.51 
Long 5.46E 

iTncn your squadron 
has passed me I will 

edce over. 

lun steering SE to 
cl OS e MINOTAUR 

Subdivisions sepa-
rately a/c in 
succession trro 
po int s from the 
enemy preserving 
their format ion. 

Concentrate in 
pairs from the 
rear • 

. ii./c in succession 
16 points to 
starboard 
**Probably not 
taken by B:..RHJiM** 

i .. dmirnl intends 
to ·proceed 22 kts. 

Sighted enemy 
BF ahead 

Jun. steering to 
close "Befense 

Rec a ll 



Meth-
...... F_r_om....;.;...: ___ _:;;T~o--=-:- ____ og 

L-14 Ent.III WT 

" 

LUTZ SD-I Vis 

FDG Flt Vis 

LUTZ SD-I Vis 

-52-

GERMAN 

TOR 

1640 

1641 

1642 

1644 

Time 
Group TEXT 

1615 TO C-in-C. : POSIT 
140a VII ON COURSE 
TO 15ly IW, VISIBIL­
ITY 3 miles 

Turn together to SSW. 

DIVISIONS CHl ... NGE 
COURSE IDGETHER TWO 
POINTS TO PORT 

SD-I: Open fire on 
enemy battle ships 



From: 

S02LCS 

SOBCF 

SOBCF 

COM1T 

S05BS 

SOBCF 

·~ 

C-in-C 

SOBCF 

SO HAMP 

Heth-

-53-

BRITI SH 

Time 
To: od __ TO_D __ Gr Ol..lE_ _______ T_E_X_T ____ _ 

Br.KMINGHi.1. 

P. ROYn.L 

C-in-C vi · 
13. ROYL.L 

..ii.d 

5 BS 

Gen 

GE~J 

SOBCF 
C-in-C 

SL 1645 

SEI.1 1645 

VtT 1645 1645 

LT 1645 1645 

Flg 1645 

Flg 1645 

Slt::J\1 1647 1645 

Flg 1647 

WT 1648 1546 

Turn 

Report enemy's BF 
to C-in-C bearing 
SE. 
*LION' s WT out of 
conr.nis sion** 

URGENT. PRIORI'rY 
E i."1. VE SIGHTED ENEL~' S 
BF BK."l.BI" JG SE. MY 
POSIT 56.36 LOI JG 
G .. 40 E 
**-Rec'd bv ·' C-in-C 
as 20-::>o BBs prob-
c.bl y hos ti le bearing 
SSE steering SEI-** 

314. Eo.vc you any 
ins true tio ns? 

:E'orm s ingl e line 
ah o ad. 

h ave sighte d ene my 
BF b e aring SE 

EIIB~IT' s BATTLE FLEET 
IS CO.JIHG NORTH 

P ick up men in water 
round us 

Urgent. Priority. 
Conree of enemy's 
BF N. Single line 
ahead. Composi­
tion of van Kl~ISER 
class • Bearing 
of centr E. DDs 
on both wings und 
ah ad. Enemy's 
cc s joining BF 
fr am Nivard. My po­
sit 56.29 Long 
6.14 E 



' 

-54-

GERMAN 

Meth- Time 
From; To: od TOR Group TEXT 

~~--~--~~--...;~---~~. .~~~----~~----~~---"----~ 

FDG 

FDG 

LUTZ 

ALL 

ALL 

SD-I 

VIS 

VIS 

VIS 

1645 

1 645 

1646 

FIRE DISTRIBUTION FROM 
RIGHT) SHIP AGAINST 
SHIP. 

I 
i 

COMMENCE FIR IJ\1G 

Tmrn together to SE 



From: To: 
.;....._--'-------" 

SOBCF 5 BS 

S03BCS 3 BS Flg 1650 

LIOF Remarks 1650 

SOBCF DDs Flg 1650 

C-in-C AD WT 1651 

SOBCF Gen I'lg 1652 

/ so31cs So 1 LCS SL 1652 

S05BS 5 BS :?lg 16 55 

SOBCF Capt .D WT 1655 
1 & 13 
via. P. 
ROYl...L 

1650 

1 630? 

1650 

ii./ c in sue cession 
16 points to star­
board. 

A/c in succession 
to SxE. 

Puss c, d 5 BS on 
opposite course 

Close and take 
station ahead 

URGE T. J!'LEET 
i.CTI mr D.fil\1I!ilENT 

.ii.dmiral intends to 
proceed at 25 lets 

Lo ol::out for· enemy 
BF steering N. 

Obs,_,rve attentively 
the i-..dmirnl' s mo-
ti ons. 

DDs close nearer 
•• dmiro.l 
,,..* He c'd by CH.i.J\/I-
PION at 1?18. See 
c..lso SOBCJ!'' s 1602** 

.. 



" 

,... 
... 

From: 

Lurz 

LUTZ 

FDG 

FDG 

FDG 

LUTZ 

To: 

SD-I 

SD-I 

Flt 

Flt 

Flt 

SD-I 

Meth­
od 

Vis 

Vis 

VIS 

VIS 

VIS 

Vis 

-56-

GERr.~ 

TOR 

1649 

1651 

1651 

1653 

1653 

1655 

Time 
Group TEXT 

Leading ship take 
guide. 

Course North 

OPERATE AGAINST RE.AR 
OF ENEMY COLUMN 

ANNUL LAST SIGNAL 

INCREASE SPEED 

Course Nor th 



v 

From~--­

S03BCS 

so 1 LCS 

803 LCS 

LION 

802 LCS 

L.D 

SO 3BS 

SOE..MP 

SOB CF 

J S03LCS 

-5?­

r.RrrI SH 

·.:eth- Time 
To: od TOD ______ G_r9_2P. __ . _____ T_l!.:J:T 

SOBCS WT 1656 1 6 53 

I I\:C 01!- SL lG58 1640 
SIST . .:FT 

3 LCS Flg 1700. 

Re .. o.r1:s 1700 

2 :Les ]lg 1700 

C-in-C v:T 1700 1700 

L.d \7T 1700 1700 

C-in-C 'iiT 1700 1700 
SOBCF 

5 BS Flg 1701 

SO 1 LCS SL 1702 

m10.t is your posit. 
courso nnd speed? 

Bdge ucross F .:..L-
MOUTH' s bows a.s 
soon us you can 

li..dmirol intends to 
proceed o.t 25 kts 

Sighted 1st and 3rd 
LCS on sto.rboc.rd 
bow 

.. 'i../c in SUCCOSS'3ion 
to NNfl 

..:~T 1609 ElJlil.lY BF 
56.2? Long 6.18E 
CQ(m SE NW 15 KTS 

Urgent. I run 
proceeding to 
Blnck Deep J.Jl. 

ENE~~ BF IS STbBR-
nm N BE . ..,.R ING FROM 
I.:E E, TEH' TO ELEXEH 
uru;s DIST":.J.'JT. 
POSIT 56.35 LONG 
6.00 E. 

Prolong the line 
by tckL1g s to. tion 
us tern 

I '"\lll. keeping up 
to k e ep cloc.r 01 

ccs. 

.. 



Meth- Time 
From: To: .~o_d _____ ~T_Ol_l~--~Group 

.. 

LUTZ SD-I Vis 165? 

C-in-C ALL 'NT 1658 

.. 

LUTZ SD-I Vis 1?02 

TEXT 

Fire distribution from 
right, ship against 
ship. 

DIVISIONS CHAHGE COUI~SE 
TOGETHER TO FORT. 
COURSE NW: FULL PO FER . 

.All battle cruisers 
reduee speed. 



-59-

BRITISH 

L eth- Time 
From: To: od ----· TOD Group TEXT 

C-in-C :1. ttache d }'lg 1704 TJJ :E UP ST i .. TI 01; FOR 
CRUISERS Tilli .;1.PFHOi ... CH .. 

S05BS 5 BS :i!lg 1705 En c.ge t he enemy's 
ri e;ht 1 to 4 

S03LCS 3 LCS ]"lg 1705 Form single line o.hea.d 
in sequence you now 
c.rc . 

I-OTTING- 802LCS SL 170? 1700 :rloa.r division of en-
Hi~ omy o.ppec..r to h!:tve 

c.ltcrod this wo.y 

NESTOR C2.pt. \"iT 1708 1705 ,: ... 1.1 torpodoos f'ired 1 
D-13 s p:;; od ro duc,c1 to 17 

kts. 

SOBCF Gen. F l g 1710 HdLir :-:.1 i nt end s to 
proce ed o.t 24 kts. 

S05BS 5 BS l,lg 1710 J.dmi1' c.l intends to 
pr oceod o.t 25 kt s . 

0 

l so3LCS so 1 LCS SL 1712 1712 Cun you see wha.t 
tho enemy's cruisers 
u..re doing c.storn of 
us? 
R8ply: No, I cc.n 
seo nothing of them. 

S03LCS 3 LCS :Flg 1712 A/c in succ~ssion to 
ri'iv by N. 



.. 

From: 

·. 

-60 -

GERMAN ----

ieth- Time 
To: od TOR Group TEXT 

~~~~~~--~ ---~~~. -~_;;:;;;....;;_~-'---~~--~~- ~'--~~~ 

C-in-C 

LUTZ 

LUTZ 

CSF 

FRANKFORT 

ALL WT 

SD-I Vis 

SD-I Vis 

2nd Lead- Vis 
er DDs 

C-in-C WT 

1705 

POINTS 

1705 

1710 

1710 

1710 1637 

Div~SIONS CHANGED 
COURSE TOOETHER TVTO 

TO .ST.b.HBOARD. C OURS:: l\11.TW 

All battle cruisers 
increase speed. 

Battle cruisers turn 
together to N.xt7 • 

Please concentrate DDs 
on starboard bow 

All SHIPS. VAN OF EN­
ElvrY CCs 006e RIGHT 
UPPER. OULY.4 8HIPS 
STROID. REPORTED EN­
EMY VESSELS STE:E:RI G SE 
SIG. CSD. II 



:From: 

li..d Com.T 

Com.T 1:..d 

C-in-C SOBCF 

C-in-C THUND~ER 

SOBCF LDs 

Wi...HSPIT Romo..rks 

· S03LCS 3 LCS 

S03LCS GLOUCES'I'I:R .. 

TIGER SOBCl!' 

-61-

BR IT ISH 

I.:-Jth- Time 
od TOD Group TZXT ·------·--·------ ------

LT 1715 1715 Your 314 complo to 
with fuel. You mo.y 
he.VO to relieve 
CI.ii 

.. 
and DDs 

in BCF lo. tor 

LT 1715 1710 315. Priority. 
Urgent. I LL.TD. pro-
ceoding to soa.. 

HT 1716 1713 rff POSIT. 57.25 
LOITG 5 .12E STE::i:RING 
s:~xs. SPEZO 20 KTS 

SL 1717 1715 CJ.~ YOU p;,,s :i CO l':C'.,UER-
OR? IF so, 
DO so. 

:E'lg 1720 Form a. sub:mnrino 
screen 

1720 Sigl1tod enemy's bo.t-
tlo fleet 

T!' lg 1720 ;Jc in succession 
to !JNW 

SL 1721 1720 Ct."".n you soe one:, my 
cruisers righ t 
us t e rn? 
RGply: Yes, I 
think thoy o.ro firing 
c,t us.but nro 1000 
yds short. 

Som 1722 1725 i..ft 1,., r 6 in. mc.gn-
3i 11 (, flooded, two 
BUilS out of o.ction 



-62-

GER:MAN 
---r-

Meth- Time 
From:. ___ T_o_: _____ o._d ____ T:;;;..O=I-{_ _ ~---·-· Group 

LUTZ SD-I Vis 1713 

C-in-C ALL WT 1715 

LUTZ SD-1 Vis 1717 

C-in-C LUTZ WT 1719 1721 

TEXT ------ - ·--------
All battle cruisers 
turn tuGether to NNW 

DIVISIONS CH..:'.NGE 
C Ol1R SE TO GETH:Li:R THO 
POINTS TO Pon '11 

Battle Cruisers re­
duce speed. 

CSF '11~~.KE UP PURSUIT 
OF ENEMY 



From: To: 

SOBCF Gen 

SO Crus. m:v1 

SOBCJ:i' S03BCS 

SO 1 LCS 1 LCS 

CHESTER INVINC IBI..E 

S05BS 5 BS 

Ad C-in-C 
NOVE 

Ad C-in-C 
ROSYTH 

-63-

BHI'l'IS'H 

Meth- Time 
od __ T_OD ________ G __ r_o_u..._p ___ _ 

Flg 1725 

Flg 1725 

WT 1730 1655 

Flg 1730 

1730 

J!'lg 1730 

LT 1730 1730 

LT 1 730 1730 

Pre:!_Jare to renew 
t he action 

Tal:e station on 
present bearing 
five cable 

Che ck and repeat 
1655 SOBCF from 
S03BCS 
* *Repeated 1755** 

Ships to be in 
open order 

Flashes and gun 
fire SVl 

Proceed at your 
utr'l.ost speed 

Vii th refere~1ce 
to AL.TVIb ?82 of 
24 Febi. 1915. 
Hold tugs in 
readiness 

\lith referen ce 
ALl 0 782 o:r 13 
Feb. 1915. Hold 

to 

t 1Jg s in readiness. 
Not necessary to 
do so at CLYDE 
with r~ference 
to .t-.. :u 7 82 of 
24 Jfeb. 1915, 



From: 

LUTZ 

C-in-C 

LUTZ 

FDG 

To: 

SD-I 

·.11.LL 

SD-I 

. .ALL 

Meth­
od 

Vis 

~'IT 

Vis 

VIS 

-64-

TOR 

1723 

1725 

1726 

1727 

1730 

Time 
Grou_p __ _ TEXT 

1710 

Battle Crui'sers in­
crease speed. 

INCREASE SPEED 

Battle Cruisers change 
course together to Nl.7 

To C-in-C.; posit. 
09le IV. Course NxE 

DIVISIONS CEL.NGE COURSr 
TOGETHER TWO POINTS TO 
ST.AHBGiJ D 



Meth-

-65-

BRITISH 

From: To: od TOD 
-~~-~--~----

Ad 

Ad 

Capt. 
D-12 

Com. LT 
HARVITCH 
V.A. DOVER 

Com.T WT 

12 Flot. Sem 

CAITTERBURY S03BCS SL 

SOBCF Gen SL 

INilO .II- Remarks 
TABLE 

SO 1 LCS SOBCF WT 

so2Lcs 2 LCS Flg 

FALHOUTH B.PRIIJCE SL 

S03BCS DDs Flg 

1735 

1735 

1732 

1732 

1735 

1735 

1735 

1735 

1735 

1738 

Time 
Group ___ . _ ____ T,_E_XT._. ----

1735 

1725 

1745? 

1735 

1'735 

With reference to 
Admiralty letter 
m-7593 of 3 Feb. 

1916. Hold tugs 
in readiness 

Your 315. Return 
at once and await 
orders. 

If fleet deploys 
to port LT will be 
forre d, 1st & 2nd 
Di vi sions forming 
on s tar board and 
port quarter of 
F AULKNETI , and 3rd 
Division astern of 
:OOarksman. If deploy­
ment is to starboard 
LT One will be formed 
order from port to 
starboard being 1st 
2n d and 3rd divisions 

Can see flashes 
ahead 

A/c in succession 
to l\11\f.E 

Sighted ships fir-
ing on starboard 
quarter 

Submit submarine 
passed 57.05.Long 
5.12E at 15t1:0 

Close and form 
single line ahead 

cc ... engage ' to the 
SSW of me 
** Refer - to V.A. 
Beatty** 

Close. 



0 

I 



-66-

Meth- Time 
_F_r_om __ :~~~__;T~o~:;,__ __ ~~~o~d:...._ __ ......::.T~OD~~ Grou~p"--~~~~~~-T_EX~T -- -

INDOMI- Rem.arks 1740 Three BCS a/c toward 
TABLE enemy without sig-

nal .. 

I NFL EX Remarks 1740 Enemy CL'. port bow. 

SOBCF Gen Flg 1740 Open fire and en-
gage the enemy 

Ad C-in-C LT 1740 1740 Referring ALMO 328 
ROSYTH 13 ~/lay 1915 des-

patch A.P. vessels 
for patrol as 
arranged. 

M™OTAUR C-in-C SL 1740 .. Report of guns 
heard South 
**Reports also 
received from 
HAMPSHIRE and 
1745 Comus** 

RA SCAPA ABERDEEN WT 1740 :imoM sno BL"YTII 
(Rec'd :B'OR C-in-C SUB-
moN DUKE MARIIJE PATROL ARE 
2355) TO HE '1UR1'~ PM 

1st JUNE SHOULD 
'l"HEY BE ORDERED 
TO HEI.JAIN .AS NO 
RELIEF AT PRESENT 
A\ ' .A.r.i..J\.BLE 

GALATEA SOBCF WT 1740 1740 Ehe!ny ccs altering 
course to starboard 
* :; Ti1-:ie of receipt 
not shoWI'll in LION'S 
log. 

sop Li"''-P C-in-C WT 1740 1740 URGE:lT. PRIORITY 
SOB::F EIJEMY' S BF HAVE 

ii.LTERED COURSE NNW 
MY POSIT. 56.41.i 
LONG 5.40E 



/ 

From: 

LUTZ 

L-21 

LUTZ 

• 

To: 

SD-I 

C-in-C 

MOLTKE 

Meth­
od 

Vis 

WT 

Vis 

-67 

GERI.~AN 

TOR 

1?39 

1740 

1740 

Time 
Group 

1730 

TEXT 

Battle Cruisers. Lead­
ing ship take guide 

4068y. VISIBILITY 6 
!liILES. 

Shift main battery to 
battleships • 



From: 

Ad 

S02CS 

so lCS 

B. HUNCE 

S02CS 

S02LCS 

AD 

CiOOERBJRY 

so 1 cs 
(DEFEIJSE) 

-68-

BRITISH 

Meth-
To: 

SNO 
.T.A.RROW 
RA IRMA 
GORDON 
RA E.ii.ST 
COAST 

SIL.NNON 

1 cs 

C-in-C 
S02CS 
(IRON 

DUKE 
rec'd later) 

O\"i'L 

r .. ·..Rs.L IT 
P.L'u1Hii..M 

C-in-C 
(Rec'd 
IRON 
DUl::E 
1753) 

Re.marks 

S02CS 
C-in-C 

od TOD 

LT 1740 

SL 

Flg 

\iT 

Sem 

SL 

WT 

WT 
SL 

1740 

1742 

1742 

1745 

1745 

1745 

1745 

1746 
(TOR 
1'750) 

Time 
Group___ TEXT 

1740 With reference to 
;~um 782 of 13 Feb • 
1915. Eold tugs 

1736 

1740 

1740 

1'745 

1'745 

in readiness. 

I think you had 
better keep your 
destroyer within 
half a mile and 
give her a position 

Close 

ENEMY CCs BELRING 
S F IVE :h~ILES. MY 
POSIT 56.59 LONG 
5.24 E 

I a NOT;,.UR 'S posit 
l '7 00 , 57.18, 5.38 
Course SE:x:S 21 kts. 

Enemy torpedo 
craft are approach-
ing from ESE 

:Cnemy i\4 .. IN FORCE 
at 1630, 56.31, 
6. 5E S'l1EE::l Il~G IN 
15 KTS 

Cruiser KOLBERG 
class and DDs 
starboard bow 

SHIPS IN li.CTIO:T 
BE .. 'i..R I ITG SSW STE"ER 
I HG NE. MY POSIT 
5?.07, LONG 5.38E 



To: 
0 

C-in-C .i\.LL 

LUTZ SD-I 

"' 

• 

Metb-

-69-

GERM.A.N 

Time 
od TOR -- __ G_roup ______ TEX~------

WT 1744 LEADING SHIP TAKE 
GUIDE. DIVISIONS CHANG-I!. 
COURSE TOGETHffi TO N. 

Vis 1744 CCs change course to-
gether to NNE 



From: 

SOBCF 

C.u.LLIOPE 

so 1 BS 
(MLRL) 

.h.d 

SOHl. •. MP 

DofE 

C.tlNTER BURY 

-?0-

BRITISH 

Meth- Time 
T~_:__ _o_d __ T_O_D ____ Gro~---- _______ _y~ __ 

CLs Flg 174? 

so 
Crus. 

C-in-C 

C-in-C 

SNO 
IMERG 
C-in -C 
ROSYTH 
.. JJ SUP 
TINE 

C-in-C 
OOBCF 

Romar ks 

Remarks 

SL 1748 

SL 1750 

SN\' 1750 

LT 1750 

1/T 1750 

1750 

1752 

1745 

1750 

1750 

.i .. ttack 1h e enemy 
with torpedo es 

Two heavy enemy 
ships bearing SSE 
steering NE. My 
posit 5 7 • 0 7 , 5 ; 4 5E 

ILi.VE OBSERVED \":HAT 
..... PFEJ.'.RS TO BE 
FL .... SP~S OF GUNS SSW 

mm F Li.SHES .i.'.l® 
Jlli ... '.cYY GUN FIRING 
OIT ST.L..R DO ..... HD BOW 

Fleet a~tion i:rmhi-
11ont. J. ... 11 docks 
should be ready 
in case they are 
r e qui r 0 d for ves­
s ls of the fleet 

UR GENT PRIORITY 
~lili:.:Y BF H .. ·,.s .:...r,:E 
TbRED COURSE TO 
N. ENEMY'S CCS 
BE1..7< SVl FHO r I 
]1 TK ,;:'..'. BF • I.IT 
PO SIT 56. 50 LONG 
5.44E 

Defense open f i re 
at en EinY 
**1750 J e ll. took 
r ang e f ind er 
r e adings in all 
dire ct ion s** 

Opened fire. 



-71-

GERMAN 

Meth- Time 
From,_: ____ T_o_: ____ CD_, d ____ T._O_R ___ G_r_o_u_...p __ . ________ T_~;r ____ ·----

LUTZ SD-I Vis 

C-in-C 1.LL Vis 

1750 

1751 

CCs turn together to 
N • 

• 
REDUC 3 SPEED. 



-72-

BRITISH 

Moth- TimG 
Fron.: To: od TOO Grou u TEXT 

Capt. 
D-12 

so 1 cs 

BENBOW 

II CO NS T.iJ•JT 

SOBCF 

C-in-C 

S03BCS 

SOBCF 

INDOM-
!TAP.LE 

COLOSSUS 

S04LCS 

C-in-C 

-- - - - - -- · -- • • 4 ----- - .""-- -· .. - ---- ·- --- ---

12 Flot Sem 1753 

N.:..RRIOH Tlg 1753 

Renar!~ 1753 

Rc:;rnarks 1755 

Gen Flg 1755 

M.i..RL:E:lOR- SL 1755 
OUGE:l 

3 BCS Flg 1755 

Gen Flg 1756 

Rcina:kl~s 1756 

Remarks 1756 

4 LCS Flg 1758 

1759 

Keep a good look­
out for enemy sub­
ma.r in es. 

Open• .. fire and 
e.r;.g a ge . the enemy 

Firing reported off 
starboard bow'.: 

BF si~ted 

; .. dnir al in tends to 
proceed at 25 kts. 

Open fire and engage 
the enemy 

,.·~/ c in succession 
to NExE. Speed 
25 kts 

I...,DOhf. and INFLLX 
opune d fire 

ccs (British) 
si@l t e d starborad 
b ow 

Close 

TAIC~ u;p A;l"Jr'ROACH 
STATICR 

.. 



From: To: -------
LUTZ SD-1 

LUTZ SD-I 

C-i n- C ALL 

, 

WIESR'.J)EN 12 HF 

LUTZ SD-I 

.. LUTZ SD-I 

-73-
GERMl...N 

Meth- Time 
__ o_d_ __T_O_R __ ___;G_r_o_u.12_ _____ _ TEXT ---· 

Vis 1753 

Vis 1755 

VIS 1755 

WT 1758 

Vis 1758 

Vis 1759 

ccs leading ship 
take guide 

ccs turn together to 
E. 

INCREASE SPEED . 

Turn away. Full 
speed. 

DDs attack . 

Turn together to 
starboard to column 
on r everse cou rse. 



-74-
JIB.IT ISH -------

·.:eth- Time 
]!Q._m_: ____ To : _____ o_d ___ T_O_D _____ G_r_o·_u_..p ______ TEXT ----

(. 

CORDELIA R ei::ia rks 1800 

INDO MITABIE R311iarks 1800 

RA 1 BS 5 Div Sem 1800 1730 

WAR SPIT 1800 

L ffiL. C-in-C SL 1800 

C.AROLiiIB S04LCS Sem 1800 1740 

S04LCS 4 LCS Flg 1800 

805~ 5 BS Flg 1800 

86 Crus. Cruisers Flg 1800 

LION appeared on 
fire forward 

El_emy 3 funnel 
cruiser out of 
action. 

Ren:..ember tradi­
tions of Glorious 
1st of June and 
avenge Belgium 

lioisted not under 
control signal 

OUR CCs BE., .. i.RING 
SSW STE:.RING E. 
LION LE.t;.DING 
SHIP 

Smok\,, bearing s, 
4 columns, can 
hear firing 2LCS 

Form single line 
abreast to ste.:r-
board ships to be 
5 cable s apart 

En€.my in sight 
:.>SE. BF • 

.. :1-/c in sue cession 
to NE pro ceod at 
your utmost speed 

0 

.. 



From: 

LUTZ 

FRb.NKFORT 

To: 
Meth­

od --

SD-I Vis 

LUTZ WT 

-75-
GERMliN 

TOR 

1800 

1800 

Time 
__ G_:iz.93.!12... TEXT 

Reduce speed 

i.JD. under fire from 
enemy BBs 



From~ To: 

so Crus. Cruisers 

SOBCF Gen 

C-in-C SOBCi.1 

C-in-C Gen 

Capt. D 1 Flot 
1 Flot 

,..,. so 1 LCS so 3 LCS 

SOHJ,MP C-in-C 
SOBCF 

S03BCS 3 BCS 

STRJJlGE ENG_\Dil'E 
TED 

-76-
BRIT ISH 

Moth- Timo 
od _ ___ TQL_ __ __ G!_O~.E._ _______ T:I!XT 

SL 1800 

Flg 1800 

SL 1801 

Flg 1802 -

]'lg 1802 

Sam 1802 1800 

v;T 1803 1800 

] 'lg 1805 

SL 1805 

Form single line 
a.head in the 
sequence in which 
ships now are:. 
Open fire s. 

1 .. /c in sue cession 
to ~. 

Where is enemy's 
BF? 

A/ c l eading ships 
together. Rest 
in sue cossi on to 
s. Speed 18 kts 

Close 

I was told to 
ke ep touch with 
ccs. It seems 
to be getting 
a bit thick this 
end. What had 
we bettor do? 

URGENT. fu1..VE 
LOST SIGHT OF 
Er:JEl:Y'S BF • .rlM 
J!!NG..:.Gil~G THC 
~~ 3!\fl'S ccs. 
MY P OSIT 56.5'7 
LOHG 5 ,43. COlR SE 
Ni,TE SIE..ID 26 KTS 

Disregard the 
i.1.d.r:1.iral 's motions 

r.'holo .HUF HF 
Coming up ste er-
ing NxE 



.. 
From: To: 

WIESR.'..DFN CSD II 

Meth­
od 

WT 

2nd leader Flot II WT 
DDs. VI, IX 

FRL ... ~~FORT DERF- VlT 
FLINGER 

-?'7-

GERJYlil.N 

TOR 

1801 

1802 

1802 

Time 
Group 

1801 

TJi~XT -------

Both engines broken 
down. Unable to 
maneuver. 

Dead ahead of lead­
ing sllips (take 
posit.} 

To CSJ!' and C-in-C. 
Am under fire of 
enemy BBs. Sig. CSD 
II. 
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BRITISff --.. --··· 

1~eth-
From: To: od TOD --- -
C-in-C GEN F:OG 1806 

LKON C-in-C SL 1806 

SOBCF S03BCS : T 1 806 

S04LCS 4 LCS Flg 1806 

Ml>.R L. C-in-C SL 

SO CRUS. Cruiser s SL 180'7 

NEW Z. Remarks 1808 

C-in-C DDs Flg 1808 

D of E Remark s 1808 

INJX)M. Remarks 1810 

BJillllii.M C-in-C Flg 1810 
\YT (TOR 

1815) 

C-in-C SOBCF 1810 

S04LCS 4 LCS Flg 1810 

Time 
Group 

1805 

1805 

TEXT ----
;i./ c leading ships 
together, the rest 
in sQccession to SE 

ENI5".:Y' S COS BEi~IN"G 
Slj! 

y posit 55,58 
Long 5.3'7E Course E 
Speed 25 kts 

Admiral intends to 
proceed at 18 kts 

FIFTH BS BEiJUNG 
SW 

Cease fire 

Sighted GF on board 
bo v; 

T.iJ\:E UP DD D ISPO-
SITION NO. 1 

D of E opened fire 

Sighted BF star-
board side 

Enemy• s BF SSE 

** Sent Via 
y _J.. I.f.IJT ** 

WHZRE rs ENEMY'S 
BF? 

F orI11 s ingl e line 
ah® in sequence 
of fleet numbGrs 



GERM/i.N 

Meth- TimG 
_F_r_m_n_: ______ T_o...;;..: ____ o __ d~ __ ':F_O_R ___ G:r:~P- --· -·--· -_1.~1.'J ___ _ 

FRANKFORT C-in-C WT 1810 

FRl:..NKFORT C-in-C 1810 

LUTZ SD-I Vis 1810 

1806 

1821? 

ENEiviY BBs TIJ . 
025e. SIG. CSD II 

'\t1IJi~S Bi...DEN DI S.:'-BL ll:D 
0240 

Tui· n tag e the r to 
starboarrl to coltunn 
on reverse course. 



From: To: 

SO Orus C OCHRi.i.NE 

S02CS SH..' .. NNON 

S04LCS 4 LCS 

Capt. 12 Flot 
D-12 

"' 
S03BCS S«I3LCS 

S02CS H; .. MPSIIH:::: 

S05BS 5 BS 

Com. F 11 Flot 

SOBCF C-in-C 

C-in-C 

Meth-
od 

SL 

Sem 

Flg 

Flg 

SL 

SL 

Flg 

Flg 

Flg 
t'l' 
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BliITISH 

Time 
TOD Grou32 

1810 

1810 1810 

1811 

1812 

1812 

1813 1812 

1814 

1814 

1814 

1815 

T:l:XT ---- -
2 cs form single 
lire in sequence 
of fleet numbers. 
..: .. dmiral intends 
to proceed at 
21 kts• Cease 
fire. 

I am going round 
to take up posit. 
in the van for 
easterly deploy-
me nt 

.A/c together 16 
points to starboard. 

Take up cruising 
order LT 

.The re is LION? 

Can you see our 
ffi"' and which way 
are they steering? 

Form single line 
ai ead in sequence 
in which ships 
nor;- are. 

Take up cruising 
order No. 2 
Speo d 25 kts 

.. f I r . . 

HL. YE SIGHTED 
ENR!.ff '8 BF BE...'illING 
SSW 

THE C OLUi _ NE.L:.R­
EST SExE IS TO 
.A/C IN SUCCESSION 
TO 'IHL.T POINr OF 
THE CO' :'IP.i .. SS, THE 
REl' 'L».Il~ ING COLUMN 
h./ C LEiJJ ING SH IFS 
TOGE'JBER , 'TIIE 
R:::; JT I N SUCCESSION 
SO l .. S TO l!DRM 
LST:.1\ IT OJP 'Il-lli.T 
COLl.JluJ :; .. ii.INT.L·:..INTNH 
THI: o"'PE:SD OF THE 
FLEET 



From: 

.. 

CSD~II 

CSD-II 

To: 
Heth­

od ---

REGENS- WT 
BURG 

LUTZ WT 

-81-

GERUi~ 

TO:t 

1814 

1815 

Time 
Group TEXT 

Send de stroyer to 
YHESB.:i.DEN. Take her 
in tow. 

WI:J;SB .. ·.n~T disablGG. on 
starborad quarter 



From: 

INI:X:H I. 

S02CS 

To: 

INDO!li . 
INFLEX 

2 cs 

Meth­
od 

Flg 
SL 

' 

BRITISH 

Tin:e 
TOD _____ Gro'U?. _ ~--:T=E='.:X~rT=------

1815 

1815 

Form single 
line ahead ir.." the 
seque r1 ce in which 
ships now are. 

Form single line 
of fleet nos. 
Ships in column 
to be in open 
order 





From: 

S02CS 

Com. F 

S05BS 

C-in-C 

Com.F 

SOBCF 

HAMPSHIRE 

S04LCS 

C-in-C 

SOH.AMP. 

S04BS 

S02CS 

To: 

. DDs 

Meth­
od 

Flg 

11th Flot • Flg 

5 BS Flg 

sos in Co. ·.!T 

Active Sem 

Gen. Flg. 

S02BCS SL 

4 LCS Flg 

11 Flot Flg 

C-in-C iJT 
SOB CF 

4 BS Flg 

H.AIV";PSHIRE: 
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BRITISH ---
Ti~ 

__ _±OJ? _______ G~?~ p ___ --· ------- __ __ ___ T_e~- -·- __ .. __ 

181'7 

181? 

1818 

1819 1815 

1821 

1821 

1822 1810 

1822 

1823 1815 

1824 1820 

1 824 

1825 

Form submarine screen 

1st Division take station 
astern. 2nd Divis ion talce 
s t a t ion on port quarter 

A/c in succession 16 poin ts 
t o :port 

PRIORI'.i.'Y . PRESENT COURS'E OF 
:E'I •. ~~'.L' S~ BY E . 
*C.ALL SIGN.AI, OF SOB3CS .AP­
P.AREtJTLY US:D':'* 

Keep out of way of DDs. 

Admiral intends to pro-
ceed at 26 lmots. 

Our battle fieet apIEarS to 
be stanl ing to the oouth-
ward bearinb ~ x W· 

A/c together to SE x ~. 
Form single line ahead in 
seciuence of fleet numbers. 
Spe od 25 knots. 

Present couroo of Fleet is SE 
x E. 

E!:ill .. :{ r,ATTLI; JnE~"T BE.AR 
TE!.\f 'I'O EIEVI~N T ;rLFS SSE • 
COllHS"E OJ.t, ENE°":'[ BATTL3 :!!'LT. 
:·m . HY POSIT. 56.58 LOUG. 

5.51 

Oµm fire and engage the 
e:!'lemy. 

Close MIFATOUR. 

0 



• 

From: 

KONIG 

C-in-C 

LUTZ 

,DERFF. 

P-in-C 

Leader 
Flot. V 
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Gi::RMAN 
Meth- Tim 

__ J2_: __ . __ --~-.:_ ____ ... .J..QR _____ 9-_roui> ____ ---·--T~-~---- __ _ 

Squd.III WT 1817 

.ALL WT 1818 

SD-1 Vis 1820 

C-in-C WT 1820 

FLT. WT 1821 

C-in-C WT 1825 

1750 

1630 ? 

Change course together a 
po in ts to port • 

Change course together 2 
points to port. 

Change course together to SE 

SD-1 is turning of"f as no 
observations possible on 
account of sun. 

LEADING SHIP TAKE GUIDE. 

ACCOP.DlNG TO REPOR'fS OF 
PRISOHEHS FROM DESTROYER 
NOMAD, SIJr11Y LARGE SHIPS 
TI\f VICINITY INCLUDING 
20 mm BATI'LESHIPS .AND SIX 
BAT'I'LECRUISERS. 



Meth-
From_.: _______ __ f'_o_: __ ,. __ o~- __ _ 

S03BCS 

0-in-C 

SO l LOS 

LION 

S020S 

S03BOS 

C-in-C 

Com. F 

SO 1 LOS 

RA l BS 

IN FLEX 

3 BOS Flg 

DEF WT 
&. Flg 

AC 

INCON- SL 
ST.ANT 

0-in-C SI, 
via 

Van BB 
& 4 LCS 

DDs 

3 BOS 

DBF 
& 

AC 

ll FJ. ot 

l LCS 

5 Div 

Remarks 

Flg 

Flg 

VIT 
FLG 

F lg 

Flg 

Flg 

C-in-C G@n F J.g 

ll\C0NS~ANT PHAETON Flg 
COP.DELIA 
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BRITIEH 

Time 
,_.!Q_D __ _ - --_GJ:'O:UP-

1826 

182.6 

182? 

Text 
__,., _____ --~--- - ... - - -·- ~- --- -- . - - ~- -

Admiral intends to proceed 
at 20 lmots. 

ADMIRAL ll'T'l1ENIB 'l'O PRO CE!!:D 
AT 14 KNOTS . 
** 'I'HI S SIGNAJ, DID NOT GO 
TP.ROUGh VERY \/ELL AND TIE­
SUL'l'l1'D IN SOME BBs W\CHJNC-** 

My speed reduced to 18 knots. 
Go on w:i. th 1 LCS and try and 
get ahead of battle fleet. 

l827 1818 ENEI1Y BATTLE FLEET IN SIGHT 

182? 

1829 

1829 

182 9 

1820 

1830 

1830 

1830 

1835 

BE.All.ING S. THE NE.AREST ffiIP 
IS DISTANI' SEVEN MILES 

Form single line ahead in 
seq_uence of neet :numbers. 
Take station on port bow of 
MIUvTi:..UR one mile• 

Open fire. 

~UBDIVlSIONS SEPilRATELY A/0 
IN SUOCESSI ON TO SSE PRE­
SEHVING THEIR rornvIATION 

(negatived) 

A/O in snccemion to ESE. 
Speed 20 !mots. 

l LOS join :rncoHSTl.1NT 

Open :fire and engage the 
enemy 

IHVINOIBIE b law up 

ilJl~iIR .. I, INT~TDG TO P ROCE~ 
LT l? lmots. 

Take station astern of IN­
cor arANT 



v 

.. 

2nd leader 
of DDs 

CSD-1 

FDG 

ROsrOCK 

-86-

GERMAN 

Meth- Tine 
To; od ____ ... ~11_ ____ ~}lJ> ____ . ___ . ---- _ ___!.e_x}i ___ ___ __ _ 

Flot II Vis 1827 

Flot.II Vis 1827 

.ALL Vis 1828 

Flot III Vis 1832 

Follow the leader. 

Make room • 

MANEUVER WIW CHANGES OF 
COl1RSE TOGETHER 

Concentrate in proper order 
for attack • 
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BRITISH --
.~cth-

From: __ ~ -~To: ____ o_d __ TOD 

INIDM. SOBCF SL 1835 

S02CS 2 cs Sem 1835 

Com.F 11 Flot Flg 1837 

P. ROYAL SOBCF SL 183? 

SO Cruisers Cruisers Flg 1838 

Com.F 11 Flot Flg 1839 

SOBCF rnooM. SL 1839 

SOBCF BJJ)}J!.R SI. 1840 

COM. F 11 Flot Flg 1840 

SO 1 BS COLOSSUS Se1n HMO 

BENBOW Remarks 1840 

ENGADINE Re1'18rlcs 1840 

CA..~TERBURY Ee marks 1840 

S04LCS 4 LCS 1n.g 1840 

S02I.CS BIRMING- Flg 1840 
H.AM 

Time 
Grou_p. __ _ Text 

\'/hat speed are you going? 
Re ply: 15 knots. 

1835 Keeu me informed of move-
ments of our own battle 
fleet. 

Admiral intends to proceed 
at 14 lmots 

Follmwing received: Present 
course of fleet is SExE 
**C- in-C signal TOD 

18191** 

A/c in succession to SSE 

Admiral interns to proceed 
at 12 lmots. 

Viha t spe ed are ~'OU going? 
Reply: 25 

Pick up men from ship on 
starboard hand 

fi/c together two pain ts 
to port. 

·1,'hy are you hauling out o'.f 
line? 
*=" Sent three tine s, no 
reply "l<i' 

AC.ASTA in danger of sink ing 

Sib}lted '\iAR~IOR in dam.ft 
aged condition. 

SH.ARK or FORTGNE hit and 
on fire. 

.Acl.!nir a.l intends to pro-
ceed at 22 lmots 

Close. 

c 



.. 
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:Moth- Time 
_F_ro_m_: ______ T_o_: . __ _E_d_ _____ TQ~- . __ _g,~~ 

C-in-C 

ROS'IDCK 

Leader 
Flot III 

ROSTOCK 

C-in-C 

RO STOCK 

FLT vm 

Flot III Via 

Flot III Vis 

Flot III Vis 
1 HF 

ALL Vis 

1 HF Vis 

1836 

1837 

1839 
or 

1842 

1839 

1840 

Text 

TURN" TOGETHER TO ST.ARBO.ARD 
TO REVERSE CO~SE 
{Ships right about) 

AttackAioward po~t bow 

Fire on turning to Star­
board, three torpedoes 
each. 

Destroyers will not attack 

C01iRS-.J£ W • 

Destroyers will not attack. 
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BRITISH ----
'1.eth- Tirr.e 

From: ~-- -~ To: ___ o_9. ______ __ -~O_D ____ G:.ro'!P _ ________________ }'~-~ ___ ·----

SOBCF S03LCS SL 

HAMPSHIRE S02CS SL 

INDOM. SOBCF SL 

co:rv~ . F 11 Flot. Flg 

SOBCF DDs 

S02CS HAMPSHIRE Flg 

S04LCS 

S02CS 

C-in-C 

SO 1 LCS 

Com. F 

INDOM" 

NEW ZEALAND 

S04LCS 

4 LCS 

2 cs 

DDF 
& 

AC 

IMCCl'l­
S'i'.ANT 

11 Flot 

3 ECS 

Flg 

Flg 

WT 
Flg 

SL 

Flg 

Flg 

Remarks 

4 LCS Flg 

1840 16345 

1840 

1841 

1842 

1842 

1842 

1843 

1843 

1844 

1845 

1845 

1845 

1846 

1845 

What is bearing of enemy's 
CCs'? 
Reply: Last seen 1820 
Altered course to .W. En­
gaged by 3 BCS 

Shall I take station into 
line? 
Reply: Yes, take station 

astern of SH.ANNON 

INVIlTCIBIE has sunk. 

A/c together two points to 
starboard. 

DDs talce station ahead 

Take stati on2~· cables 
ahead of SHANNON. 

.Admiral intends to proceed 
at 20 knots. A/c t~ther 
12 points to starboard 

Form single line ahead 
in the sequence in which 
ships now are. 

Division separately a/c 
in succession to SE, pre­
serving their formation. 

All ri @rt nou. 
out at 22 knots. 
wait for :rre 

.Am coming 
Do not 

A/C to gether frur points to 
Starboard. Admiral intends 
to proceed at 22 lmots 

Admiral i nt ends to proceed 
at 15 kn ots. 

Sigr t.e d 3 BCS one point 
on starb oard bar: • 

.Adr1ira l intonds to proceed 
at 18 knots. 
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GE::t.MAN 

Meth- Time 
_!_r~: ______ ___ T9~ _____ od __ . --·· _ .. TIJE. __ _{!~UJ?__ __ . __ __ -~ -~eE. ·--. ___ _ 

MOLTKE C-in-C Vis 1845 ENEMY VAN EE.ABS ExS 

.. 
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Meth- Tirrs 
!f;r~o~.~ - _______ !~----- _ 9_9. _____ .. _.:r.o_n _____ G_r_o_up __ . __ . __ -- - -·-·-- ___ J!'l!'.:t.. _____ _ 

Capt. D 12 Fldi. 

Com. F 11 Flot. 

S04LCS 4LCS 

MARJ,BOROUGH Remarks 

Com. F 

SOBCF 

INDOM. 

S04LCS 

S04LCS 

SOB CF 

Com. F 

C-in-C 

SOBCF 

Coro. F 

INDOM. 

11 Flot. 

Gen 

3 BCS 

4 LCS 

Gen 

11 Fl ot. 

SOB CF 
S03BCS 
S02CS 

C- in- C 

11 Flot. 

I NFLEX. 

Flg. 

FJ.g. 

Fl g . 

FJ.g. 

Flg . 
SJ, 

Flg . 

Flg . 

SL 

Flg . 

Flg . 

VlT 

WT 

Flg . 

Sem. 

1846 

1847 

1848 

P 50 

18EO 

1850 

1851 

1851 

1852 

1853 

1853 

1854 1854 

1854 1845 

1854 

1855 

A/c in succession to SE 
sp:ied 17 knots. 

Admiral int ends to proceed 
at 25 knots. 

A/ c togetrer 12 points to 
port. 

Efl..RL.BOROU CE st rue k star­
board side. 

A/c togetlE r 2 points to 
port. 

3 BCS prolonged tre line 
astern. 

( 

F orm single lire ahead. 

A/c in succession to SSE. 
Admiral intends to proceed 
at 22 knots. 

.Am go ing rcund starboard 
b ow of KGV. 

Admiral intends to proceed 
at 18 knots. 

Form astern aril. roll0\'1 in 
wake of your divisional 
giidos. 

PRES".tlll.IT C OURS:::: OF FLE3.'.I' IS 
s. 

3.JBMA?.IliiE UT SIGHT POSIT. 
57. 02' 6. 24E. 

A/c together 4 points to 
starboard. 

Thank you for a good le ad. 



., 

From: 

L-23 

DE:crTSCHL.AND 

Sec or.d leader 
of DDs 

Second leader 
of DDs 

C-in-C 

-92-

GERM.z\N -·-
Meth- Time 

__ T~-·- __ o_d_ --.-~.9lL_ __ G_ro_ .. ~ Text 

C-in-C WT 184? 1830 1830 4163B COUR3E SSW. 

Squad II Vis. 1800 

Flot. VI Vis. 1852 

F]d;. IX Vis • 1854 

.ALL 1855 

Turn together 2 points to 
starboard. 

DDs attack. 

DDs attack. 

TUBU TOGETBER TO ST.ARBO.ARD 
TO REV.:~ns::: COURSE. 
(Ships ri ;:;ht about). 



... 93_ 

BRITIBH 

I\:e th- Ti.me 
From: To: od TOD Group Text -·---

ENG.AilINE WARRIOR SL 1855 Can I do anything for you? 
Reply: Stand by me. 

C-in-C DBF & ·rr 1855 A/fJ LEAPING SHIPS TOGETHER 
AC Jl'LG THE REST IN SUCCESSION TO S. 

C-in-C SO 1 BS SL 1855 1850 C.AN YOU SEE .JNY ENEMY BATTIE-
SHIPS? 
Reply: No. 

Com F. 11 Flot. Flg 1856 Admiral inter,ds to pt'o ceed at 
20 lmots. 

Capt. Dl3 S04LCS SL 1856 You are blanketing me. 

Capt. Dl2 12 Flot. Flg . 1857 A/c in succecsion 2 pointG to 
part. 

Com. F. 11 Flot. Flg . 1857 A/c in succession 2 point~ to 
starboard. 

M.ARL. C-in-C WT 185'7 1855 URGENT. HAVE BEEN STRJCK BY 
.A MillE OR 'I·OR?EDO, BUT NOT 
CERTAIN V/HI(H. 

~.mm .• C-in-C WT 1858 1857 URGEt1T. HA VE BEEN STRICK 
BY A TORPEDO. 

I S03LCS 3 LCS Flg. 1858 Form single line a.re ad in 
sequence of :fleet numbers. 

Com. F . 11 Flot. Fl g . 1859 Admiral intends to proceed 
at 25 lmot s. 

KGV. C-in-C SL 1 900 1859 There i.s a submarine ahead 
of you. 

WARRIOR ill\! GADINE SL 1900 Both engine roans are full of 
steam. Please keep clo.se by 
rne, po rt quarter. 

SOBCF DDs Flg 1900 Form submarine screen No. 3. 

SOBCF C-in-C SL 1900 1755? Ji:N'.Afi .ARE 'fO WJmTW .ARD. 
(rec'd) ( 18ffi) 

BENBOW Remarks 1900 ra.sood IITVINCIBLE - DD rescuing 
survivors. 



Meth-
From: To: od 
~~---·~~~·~~---"--·--~~~· 

Ro stock 

LUTZ. 

C-in-C 

IDTZ. 

ROS'IDCK 

1 & 12 
HF 

MOLTKE 

First 
leader 
of DDs 

FOLTKE 

Flot. III 

Vis 

Vis. 

Vis. 

Vis. 

Vis. 
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GE?.MAN ·---·-

TOR 

1855 

1900 

1900 

1900 

1900 

Time 
Group Text 

Boats proceed to LUTZOW 
and take off CSF. 

LUTZOW can proceed only 
at half' speed. 

(Repeated to C-in-C by 
radio). 

Ta1':e off crew of Weis-
baden. 

To Seycilitz: CSF will 
transfer flag to the 
Seydlitz. 

Proceed to Wiesbaden; 
save crew. 
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BRITIEH __ .. ___ 

Meth- Tim 
From: To: od TOD Group Text -·-----
Com. F 11 Flot. Flg. 1900 Admiral int erf..s to proceed 

at 20 knots. .A/ c togeiher 
2 points to s tarboard. 

Capt. D 12 Flot. Flg. 1900 A/c in succession to S. 

./ CANTERBURY S03LCS Sem. 1900 May I join up with you? 
Reply: Yes. 

S04LCS 4 LCS Flg. 1900 Admiral interns to proceed 
at 25 knots. 

S05BS 5 BS Flg. 1900 Admiral intends to proceed 
at 18 lmats. 

D of Ed. Gen Flg. 1901 Submarine on port side, 2 
points from right ahead. 

C-in-C BAWER SL 1903 IS WRECK ONE OF OUR EHIPS? 
REPLY: YES, INVINCIBLE. 

COLOSSUS Remarks 1904 NLARLBOROUGH hauled out o:r 
line to starboard. 

SOB.AMP. SOBCF WT 1904 1900 l}_:J:'_g§.nt..!:_ Pr~ority. _Enemy 
(IRON DUKE tattle fleet steering ESE. 
rec'd 1900) En erny bears from rre SSW. 

~UITll:ier:- U:rlknown-: M<i :posit: 
5'1.02, 6.07 E. 

S04LCS 4 LCS Flg . 1904 Admiral int ends to proceed 
at 20 knots. 

Com. F 11 Flot. Flg. 1904 A/c togetr..er 8 points to 
port. Cruising order No. 2. 
Course s. 

Capt. Dl2 12 Flot. Flg. 1905 A/c together 3 points to 
starbc.arcl. 

'j -in-C DBF & AC WT 1905 -.. A/C TOGETHER 3 POINTS TO 
FLG. ST ARBO.ARD 



" 

-96-

G:5:RMAN 

Meth- Tirra 
~F_ro_m __ :~~----~-T_o~:~~.-~~o~d:;..._ __ ~T~O~R~·------....;.;.G~ro~u~p~--~~~- Text 

C-in-C Fleet Via. 

RO STOCK Flot III Vis. 

S-53 V-71 Vis. 

ROSTOCK S-53 Vis. 

DERFFL!NGER SD I Vis. 

ROSTOCK FdG 

1902 

1903 

1903 

1905 

1905 

Reduce.~eed. 

3 boats to the WIESBADEN : 
Rescue the crew. Bearing 
NE. 

Proceed with your 3 boats 
to the WIESBADEN to res-
cue the crew. 

Flotilla III advance 
quicker. 

All battle cruisers fol­
low the leader. 

MARKGRAF has port engine 
disabled, and cannot 
maintain stat ion. Sig. 
MAPJCGRAF. 
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BRITWH ----
Met h- Time 

From: od TOD Group 
·~--"-----------·-

Text 

FEARLESS Rer:lB.rks 1908 G.ALAT!!:A took AC.ASTA in tow. 

HllO GALATEA slipped AC.ASTA. 

S04LCS 4LCS Flg. 1908 A/c together 3 points to 
starboard. 

C- in-C DBF & AC WT 1909 A/C TOGETHER 3 RlINTS TO 
FLG RlRT. 

S04LCS 4 LCS Flg 1909 A/c together 3 points to 
port. 

BENBOW C-in-C SEM 1909 1908 ENEMY DDS SW. 
(rec'd 1916) 

C-in-C DBF & AC WT 1909 A/c together to s. 
Flg 

- - . - --·---

RA l BS COLLINGWOOD Flg 1910 Follow in the wake of your 
next ahead. 

FE.ARLESS G.ALA'l'JI!A 1910 Can I be or assista.~ce? 
Reply: Will you look arter 

ACJ.iSTA? 
Reply: Yes. 

Capt Dl2 12 Flot. Flg 1910 A/c to{?ether 3 points to 
port. 

Com F. 11 Flot . Flg 1910 A/c together 2 points to 
starboard. Speed 25 kts. 

S04LCS 4LCS Flg 1 11 _'.,./c together 4 points to 
port. 

C-in-C 1 BS SJ~ 1912 T.AKE ST.L\TION ASTERN OF 4 BS. 

S04LCS 4LCS Flg 1 1 2 A/c together 8 points to 
starboard. 

SOB CF TIGER SL 1912 Report state of tuITets. 
Reply: X and B tu1:rets .. 

out or action. 

S04LCS CONSTANCE Sem 1912 Get astern of me. 



From: 'fo: 

C-in-C ROSTOCK 

Derff'. SDI 

" 

GERM.AN --
Meth- Time 

od TOR ____ G_r..P.!!E__ ____ __;T;;;..e_xt _____ _ 

V1S. 1905 

Vis. 1910 

SEND .ASSISTANCE TO WIES­
E.ADEN. 

Increase speed. 



From: To: 

S04BS 4 Div 

SOB CF Gen 

D of Ed. HAMS HIRE 

S04BS 4 Div. 

S04:LCS 4 LCS 

C-in-C S02BS 

FEARLESS ACliSTA 

C-in-C 2 BS 

C-in-C 2 BS 

RA 1 BS 5 Div. 

FEARLESS CHAMPION 

WARRIOR ENGADINE 

C-in-C DEF & AC 

no2cs D of Ed. 
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BRITISH 

Meth-
od 

}Plg 

Flg 

SL 

Flg. 

Flg. 

SL 
FIG. 

SL 

SL 

FIG 

Flg. 

SL 

Sam. 

WT 
FIG. 

Flg . 

TOD ---
1913 

1915 

1915 

1915 

1916 

1 16 

1917 

1918 

1918 

1920 

1920 

1920 

1920 

1920 

Time 
Group Text 

Subdivisions separately 
a/c in succession 2 
points away from the 
enemy preserving their 
formation. 

.Admiral intends to proceed 
at 22 knots. 

What speed are you going? 
Reply: 21 knots. 

Sy.eed 13 knots .. A/c to-
gether 2 points to star-
board • {Negatived}. 

.A/c together 4 poini:B to 
starboard. Speed 18 knots. 

2 BS TAKE STATION .AHEAD. 

Wl1at damage have you sus­
tained? 
Reply: Holed :fore and aft, 
engines and boilers out of 
action. 
Reply: Are you making 
much water? 
Reply: Not much. 

rncRE.ASE SPEED OF ENGINES. 

PROCEED AT YOUR urMOST 
SPJ.!:ED. 

Follow in the wake of your 
next ahead. 

Have you any DDs to spare 
to staro by .lillliSTA? 
Reply: No. 

Have a bad list and cannot 
stop engines. 

ADMIRAL Il-JTEt!DS TO PROCEED 
AT 15 KNOTS. 

Take station astern of 
HAMPSHIRH:. 



From: ----
.. 

C-in-C 

C-in-C 

DERFF. 

L-14 

ELBING 

C-in-C 

IJEOTSCHLAND 

C-in-C 

.. 
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GERMAN 

Meth- Time 
___,T~· o_: ____ od ___ .J.9F ________ GJ~o:.::u.p ______ ....;;T;;..;e~xt;;.;... ____ _ 

FLEET 1913 

FLEET VIS. 1915 

SD I Vis. 1915 

C-in-c WT 1915 

CSD II 1915 

FLEET 1918 

Squad VI Vis 1920 

FI.EET VIS. 1920 

1900 

1900 

Battle cruisers turn 
together at the enemy. 
Attack,; 

BATTLE CRUISERS OPERATE 
AGAINST ENEMY V.AN. 

Operate against enemy van. 
Speed 23 lmots. 

POSIT. {-05le, VISIBILITY 
2 MILES COURSE NW. 

One condenser leaking. Can-
not make high speed. 

TURN TOGETHER TO STAR­
BOARD TO Rl!."'VERSE COURSE. 
(Ships right about). 

Course NW. 

INCREASE SPEED. 
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BRITISH 

.1ethod Time 
_F_r_o_m_:~~~- · -~1'2.!_~~--~~~--~--=T~O~D'--______ G_r~ou~~P~~ Text 

C- i n-C 2 BS FLG 19 1 

C- i n- C DEF & AC rr 1922 
FLG 

SOBCF Gen. Flg 1922 

C- i n- C S04LCS FLG 1922 

S04LCS 4LCS Flg 1922 

SOBCF Gen Sem. 1923 
SL 

C-in-c S04LCS SL 1923 

C- i n- C DBF & AC FLG 1925 

FEARLESS AC ASTA Sem. 1925 

INFLEX Remarks 1925 

Com F. 1 HF Flg 1926 

so Cruisers Flg 1927 
Cruisers 

S04LCS 4:.LC:J Flg 1927 

.A/ C TOGETHER 4 ro INTS TO 
PORT. 

SUBDIVISIONS SEPARATELY 
A/C IN SUCCESSION 2 FOINTS 
A'.L4.Y Fml .. 1 ENNvITpRESERVING 
THEIR FOR~l~TION. 

Admiral intends to :procee<i 
at 24 knots. 

4LCS PREP.ARE TO ATTACK THE 
TORPEIO 'VESSELS OF THE 
ENEMY. PROCEED AT YOUR 
UTMOST SPEED. 

A/c together 8 :points to 
:pert, Admiral intends to 
proceed at 20 lcr.ots. 

:Enemy's DDs are ar.proach-
i ng to attack. 

DO NOT GET IN THE WAY OF 
FIRING OF BATTLE CRUISERS. 

SUBDIVISIONS SEI'ARATELY 
A/C IN SUCCESSION 2 
POINTS AWAY FROM ENEi\'fY 
FRESE WIN:} THEIR FORMATION. 

I must leavP. you. 

Enemy's torpedo boat on 
starboard beam steering 
toward us. (Suhsequently 
altering course to stsr-
board.) • 

Atta.ck enemy·· DLs 'bearing 
i%Ni . 

Form singlP lir.e ahead in 
the sequeLce in w~ich shi:ps 
nmr are. Sreed 21 lmots. 

Admiral intends to :proceed 
9.t 25 li:nots. 



Meth-
From: To: od 

C-in-C FLEET VIS. 

ROSTOCK All Flot Vis. 

C-in-C FLEET 

ROS'IDCK All Flot. Vis. 

»EUTSCHLAND Squad. II Vis 

C-in-0 F:tbJT 
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GERMAN ---
TOR 

1921 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1925 

192'7 

Time 
Grou;p Text ----

DDS ATTACK. 

Concentrate in proper 
order for torpedo attack. 

COURSE W. 

Advance for attack. At 
the enemy. 

Course w. 

COUESE SW. SPEED 17 !CT'S • 



From: 

302BS 

INLoM. 

MARL. 

C- in- C 

WARRIOR 

C-in- C 

S03LCS 

Com. F 

S04LCS 

OWL 

::: - in- C 

~om . F 

~ apt . Dl2 

- 103-

Met h- Time 
To : od ___ TO~~ __ _ _ ___ _5}ro_p.P_ _____ ·- · _T~xt - ----

2 BS Flg. 

Remarks 

C- in- C WT 

304LCS ~L 

ENG.A.DINE FL 

DBF & AC Yi'!: 
FLG . 

3 LCS L 

11 Flot. 

4 res ,...L 

SL 

DBF WT 

11 ]'lot . Flg . 

12 Flot . l!,lg . 

1928 

1930 

1931 193 Z 

1932 1931 

1935 

1935 

1935 1930 

1936 

1936 

1 936 1930 

1936 19.36 

1938 

1938 

Admir al i ntends to pro­
ceed at 15 knots. 

Struck under fore part . 
Surposed submarine star­
board side . 

MY SPEED IS REDUCED 'j70 
1'7 IiliOTS. 
(Not logged as received 
by IRON LUKE). 

I'.Q NOT GO TOO NEAR 
ENEMY'S BATTLE FLEET. 

Am nc~ trying to shut 
off steam in engine room. 

A/C IF.,JJ)IKG SHIFS TO­
GETHER RCST IN SUCCESSION 
TO SxV: • 

• 'hich side ~re your tor ­
pedOP. s ready? 
Re ply : YARr!.OUTH both 
tu'res lo~.ded with IR 
torredoes. 
Reply: GLOUCESTER r.oth 
sides. 
Reply: CANTERBURY both 
sides. 

Crui . ing order No. 2. 
Cour se SSW. 

£ /c together 8 po i nts to 
port. 

Should DDs join ur with 
their own flotillas? 
Reply: No, rerr.ain where 
you are. 

FORM sn.;GLE LINE ./!.READ 
I SEQUENCE m, FLEET 
NU ,IBERG. 

A/c in :::ucces ~; ion to S. 

Open fire SW. 



From: 

1-21 

V-30 

0 

To: 
Meth­

od 

C-i n-C WT 

2nd leader Vis. 
:CDs 

-104-

TOR 

1928 

1932 

Time 
Grou Text ·--'------

- T~ C-in-C(036D VII COURSE S, 
VISIBILITY 2 MILES, V3RY 
MISTY. 

Strong enemy ships to ~'E. 
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BRITISH ---Meth-
From: To: ____ ..9.L. ___ 'J2L_ __ 

CONSTAI\TCE Gen Flg 1939 

Com F . 11 Flot Flg 1939 

S04LC3 4LCS Flg 1939 

ENG.ADINE WARRIOR FL 1940 

INFIEX SOBCF Flg 1940 

S02BS 2 B£ Flg 1940 

C- in-C S02BS SL 1940 

C-in-C DDs SL 1940 

LION C-in-C WT 1940 

S04LCS 4LCS Flg 1940 

Capt Dl2 12 Flot Flg 1940 

/ C.ANTEREURY Remarks 1940 

SOBCF Gen Flg 1940 

INW . • IN FLEX l''L 1942 

Time 
Group 

1930 

Text 

Torredo rassing from 
starboard to port. 

Admiral intends to 
proceed at 22 knots. 

Submarine port side 
3 roints from right 
ahead. 

What speec are you 
going? 

R'?ply · I don 1 t know, 
I arr.. trying to E>1m t 
o~t .... ··,e3!Tlro 

Submarine star:10£.....,d 
ream .. 

Admiral in ti:mds to 
proceed at 18 knots. 

MY f:OURSE SW. 

RECALL. 

ENEi.':IY BI' t\RS FROM ~1'.iE 

N\'/xv; :DIS'J:'.AN'I 10 1'0 
11 IIITLES ., IviY POSIT. 
56.56, 6.lC COURSE 
S1V, SPEED 18 KNOTS. 

ft.m telciLg station on 
attle Fleet;. 

Attack t~e torpedo VPS­

sels of the eneny r ear­
ing S i . 

=ner.1y CL or. fir<: • 

Admiral intends to 
rroceed at 18 klict s. 

I 8In going slow. I 
think I have been Lit. 



0 

- 106-

GEi:UvµN . 
Meth- Time 

_F_ro_m_.: _____ T;;..o;_::--_____ .:::.o~d:....... ___ __:TC~JR:!.. ____ , __ ,_G_r-'-o_,u~p ____ "';._l e.;..;x;.;;.t.-_ _____ _ 

C - in- C WT 1942 1922 LUTZOW UNDER FIP.E 
FROM STRONG ENEMY 
FORCES TO NE . SIG. 
CSD II. 
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BRITISH .. --·---
Meth- Time 

_;f_r_o.!!=._: _______ ~'?..!_ ____ o_d ___ . _ _'f'_O_p •. ____ G:r:_<;>up _________ .~T..:;e~xt;.__ ____ _ 

C- in- C 

Com. F 

C- in- C 

/.so3LCS 

G04LCS 

WARRIOR 

C-in- C 

GOHJJVIT' . 

C&pt. Dl2 

Com. F 

S03J,CS 

FAULKNOR 

SOBCF 

Com. :? 

3 and 4 
:Civ. 

11 Flot. 

SOB CF 

3 LCS 

4 LCS 

ENGADINE 

DDs 

C- in- C 

12 Flot . 

11 Flot. 

3 LCS 

S02LCS 

S02CS 

11 }~lot , 

Flg . 

Flg, 

WT 

Flg . 

Flg. 

FL 

3L 

WT 

Flg . 

Flg. 

Flg. 

'"'L 

SL 

Fl g . 

1942 

1942 

1943 1940 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1945 

1945 1945 

1945 

1945 

1945 

1945 

1945 1945 

1946 

Form single line ahead in 
seqlience of fleet nurrillers. 
Course SW. 

A/c together 2 pair.ts to 
port. 

PRESENT COURSE OF FLEET 
Sl'i. 

A/c together 2 ~oints to 
port. 

Ad::-1iral intends to rroceeC. 
at 22 kn.:-f;s. 

Stai1d by to tow n:..e . 

TELL CJ....STOR TO cmni: BACK. 
IDs RECALLED. 

l1RGE1'1:'. ENEMY HJ.B I;E-
TACBE D rnrr.crm.N NllMEER OF 
SHI PS TYFE UNKN0\1N WHICH 
.ARE STEERING NW AT l 915. 
MY FOS:T . 56.50, 6 .2'7. 

A/c togeth~r 4 roints to 
port. 

A/c together 2 points to 
starboard. 

Admiral inter.d s to proceed 
at 18 knots. Form single 
line ahead i n s equence of 
fleet numbers . 

k:J. sending a division of 
Drs to att~ck Drs on my 
starbo".rd ream. 

r .AS n TO LE.AI· ING BRITISH 
FE . LEADING El{E\1Y RB 
BEARS 11.Jl'ixW COURSE ABOl~ SW. 
(Received in IRON llJKE Yia 

KGV at 1959) . 

A/c in succecs ion to SW. 
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GERM.AN --
Meth- Time 

_F_r_om"'-'-:--~~--~-T~o;;..:...:~--~_,;;;,o~d--------TO--R __ ~~-G-r._ou_,,_r ____ ~~~-----T-ex_t~~~---

FDG FLEET VIS. 1945 COURSE S. 

" 

• 
0 



From: 

LLEYViELLYN 

Cora F 

SOB CF 

...,03LCS 

C-in- C 

S04LCS 

Com F 

SOBCF 

CCs 

Capt Dl2 

SOB CF 

I'o : 

Capt. Dl3 
Capt. Dl 

11 Flot 

C-in-C 
(re c 1 ed at 

1954) 

3LCS 

MARL 

4 LCS 

S02BS 

MrnOTAUR 

SOB CF 

Meth­
od 

SL 

Flg 

WT 

Flg 

SL 

Flg 

SL 

SL 

Sero 
WT 

- 109-

B' 1ITISH ---
Ti me 

---~.Q. __ _Q_rcu p Text 

1946 

1947 

1947 

1948 

1 949 

1950 

1950 

::i.950 

1950 

1 940 

1950 

1945 

ONSLOV unable to stearn, 
in tow of DEFENDER. 
DEFLNDER t110 boilers 
out of action • 

.Admiral intends to pro­
ceed at 17 knots .• 

Urgent. Submit van of 
tat t1er3'liip·s-foii or: 
Bat t18 ···c:ru-is~rs- ·~- ·-7r;;· 
can tfe-n -cut -cff ·wh~le 
o:r-· enemy' s-·bat"iie·-fle~t~ -

----·------·----

A/c t og€ t he r 2 10' .LtB t o 
sta.r t oe..:-d . 

Are you all right ? 
Reply: Ce.n only ste am 

17 kr_ot s • 

.Ad.'Tliral intends t o pro­
ce ed qt 20 kno ts. 

"Tiat is course and speed 
of fleet? 

Fi.eply : SW 15 knots. 

What ship a.re you? 
Reply : E.:!f . S .. f.1IHOTAU1\. 

** LIOU lost recognition key** 

**S~jp eff iciencies 

PRINCE ROYAL 
INFIEX 

full 
25 

full 

6 
7 

all 

8 
9 
g INDOM 

LION 

12 Flot 

P.ROYAL 

Q. turret out of action, A turrPt 1 €,Un correct, 
1 hand loadi1:g, B turret correct, X turret 1 correct 
1 temporarily disabled, 100 rounds per turret left, 
4 inch euns correct. 2,4 SA Battery*·'" . 

Flg 1950 

SL 1951 

A/c together 4 points to 
stF..rboard. 

l9GO I nd i cate your posit. 
Rerly: 2000, 56.48 K, 
6.8 E . 
Reply : Ours ts t1:e same 

P..s yours. 



J 

. , 
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G:srtrvtAN --Meth- Time 
.;:..Fr_on:_..-:"-__ ___;T;;...;o;..;: _____ .;:;.o.:::.d ___ _::.TO~R::__ __ __;G::-.;r::.:o~u~p:...-___ .;;;Te.!:!:.. __ -··-·- ·---· . 

LEADER 
FLOT II 

2nd 
LEADER DDS. 

WT 1948 1940 TO C-in-C and CSF: 
REPORTED ENEMY FORCE 
STEERnm ESE. ENEMY 
:E'ORCE CONIPRISES MORE 
THAN 20 SHIPS • 
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BRITISE ---
Meth- Time 

Frorr.: To : ad TOD Group-· 'I ext --
C- jn- C GEN FlG 1952 .AE.1IRJ1..I, Hl>.S RESITTlED 

GUIDE OF Ji'lEET • 

Com.. F 11 Flot. Flg. 1952 Admiral intends to rro-
ceed at 18 knots . 

INr.:OM. IN.FLEX . DL 1955 I have had to ease to 
14 kncts. 

D of Ed . HAMPSHIRE SL 1955 What ~re you firi ng at? 
Re""'lY: Surne.rine or... 
:i:ort quarter, 

'I'IGER SOBCF Sem. 1955 1950 Q. :m?;gqzine is flooded 
so 1 BC.'.J rn .: I c mmot ri e;h t sh i:p 

&t r r esent. I 6Ir t a!::::.r.g 
in consi '1 "'r'it le l':a+ er 
every t ime helm i:J :fut 
ove r. 

W.4RRIOR ENGJ.J)INE Sem. 19b6 Keei: clo se on my port 
q_uarter. 

D of Ed . Remarks 19!'17 Orened f i re on "'Ubmarine-
i:ort beam. 

INDOM. INFIBX. '"'L 19f'7 . Arr: nm7 going 2: knots • 

Com. F 11 Flot . Flg . 1958 A/c in succession to \Y. 

Capt. Dlr. 12 Flot . Fl g . L 58 Admiral intends to pro-
ceed at 12 knots . 

S04LCS 4 LCS Flg . 1958 J._drniral inter,ds to pro-
ceed ;:-.t 18 knot s . 

Com. F 11 Flot, Flg . 1959 AcL"11ir a.l ircten~s to pre-
Cf'led "l.t 20 kncts. 



-112 .. 

GERM.AN 

Meth- Time 
Fro.!11_:_____ To_: __ . od ____ TOR ____ ,_Gro~----·------ Te_x_t __ _ 

FDG FLEET 1952 COURSE S. 
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