












































Guam fallen it must underteke to regain it, or must detour into some
neutral harbor to the south, thereby losing time and upsetting its
logistic arrangemonts,  Many of the important units of tho fleet carry
tarely onough coal to reach Cuam from Pearl larbor, Any attempt to go
beyond or to turn sside must be made at the oxpense of the hazards and
logs of time incident to towing.

As soon as tho fleot is turned aside from its owm route of approach,
to a route that uses neutral or semi-neutral waters, the difficulties intro-
duced by hostile neutrals may jeopardize tho whole campaipn. We must never
lose sight of the fact that all those islands and harbors nearest to Guam
are German,

It may be suggested that Corregidor defending the entrance to Manila
Eay affords a secure harbor to which the fleet should lgok as the next stop-
ping point after leaving Pearl Harbor., Any type of security that depends
upen unsound strategy on the part of the cnemy is itself a misnomer, Any
enemy having the power to invest lianila Bay from tho land side will use it
and theruby ammke it untenabls for our fleet. The flect arriving at Hanila
with empty bunkers and no securs harbor mvailable would be in an even mere
criticel condition than when forced to turn aside from a hostile (Guam. It
must be accepted as a principle that in entering any hostile area combatant
forcos should be in the maximum readiness for continued activity. This is
egpecially true as regards naval forces,

The modern tendency of nmval development is towards the increased self-
contained strategic mobility of the fleet., The question naturally arises
does this not make the importance of Gugm evansscent and fugitive? The
answer is no. Ittends rather to increass such importance, The development
of the strategic capabilities of the rlset increamses the area which may be
dominated from & single position, but the position 1s still necessary,

50 far we have considered Cuam as & harbor, a stopping point for the
flest, 'The flest must not only be able to go where needed, it must be able
to go quickly, I¢ there is one thing more certain than any other regard-
ing a wvar in the Far nsst it is that blows then will be swiftly struck., The

reply must be swift and powerful, If at the outset we are compelled to












































































































































