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Source: "Comrno.nd.ing Officer , u. s. s. BITTERU," 12 September , 1921 . 

Subject: PORT OF YAP. 

._.... 
The following repor t on the above subject has been 

recei v ed and in quoted for your informat i on: 

"PORT OF YAP 

IHLITARY 

(a) There are no fortificat i ons and arsenals . 

(b) No troops are sto.tionea. in Yap . The H . J . t: . Ship 
"HII.J M:A1'SUE" was lying in port . It was understood that she 
wa s on surveying duty . 

(c) There are no naval bases or mine depots . 

EI1GINEERING 

( a) i1here a.re no repair facilities . 

(b) Ther e are no coaling faoilities . 

(c) No engineering supplies can be obtained . 

(d) There is no lighting system ; but it is under ­
stoo d that a. Diesel Engine plant will be installed. in the 
near future . 

SUPPLY 

(a) There are no rirms that o.re reJiable for GovBrn ­
ment contra.eta . 



(b) The food supplies are very limited . Hogs , 
chickens , oranges, bananas. pine - apples, yams and a few 
sweet potato~s can be obtained from the natives by barter . 

(c) Importing end exporting is carried on by the 
South Seas Trading Company, and the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, both 
Japanese companies . 

Imports are mainly food-stuff for Government 
consumption , and articles of barter. 

Exports a.re ma.inly c opre. , and native handi -
craft . 

(d) water is supplied by the south Seas 1.rrading 
, Company, who are acting for the German int ere at. Rain water 

is stored in an iron tanl: of a.bout ninety (90) tons c.;a.Jrncity. 
It is not good for drinkine puxposes . It may be obtained 
by going alongside d,ock at Ta.rang Island. or tre..ns:ported in 
ship's boats. later has to be pumped by hand froci tank to 
ship or boat . 

CO?.j ffiNICATIOns 

(a) 1rhere is a 1 ow-powered radio station that can 
transmit messages for short distances only. 

(b} Cable office at Yap is in a Qilapidated condi­
tion aud -very little work is being done to kea:p it up. no 
reliability can be placed in the proper transmittal of mes-
sages or the delay before messoea is sent . 

(c} There is a trail about 8 to 10 feet in width 
extending all around the island . This was constructed hy 
the Gennans and Dartially destroyed by a typhoon in December, 
1920, but is in a very good condition for marching or light 
transportation . 

(d) No work is being undertaken under public \VOrks; 
and it was further stated that none would be undertaken until 
the Yap question was fully settled . Houses. etc ., destroyed 
by typhoon , even to the houses occupied by the Governor . are 
not being re:pairad . 
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GENERAL INTELLIGENCE 

(a) The Civil Govsrnnent has recently taken over 
the Island from the Naval Government and the natives are not 
being molested as they were under the no.val Ad.ministration . 

(b ) The officials of Yap \Vere very cordial in their 
reception of the officers of this vessel ; and yet at the 
same time it was shO\"Tl that we were under suspicion . A police 
officer accompanied the officers and Professor Hobbs wherever 
they went . 

(c) Official calls were 6xcha.nged between the com­
manding Officer and Commanding Officer of H. J .u. 'HIIJ J.T.A,,SUE". 
The Commanding Officer also called upon the Governor and found 
him seriously ill . The call was retur nad by the Chief Police 
Officer . 

AM.ERIC .. '..N REPIIBSEHTA 'l:IVES 

(e.) A lirs . Scott , e. British aul)ject, it is believed 
can be relied upon to give any information requested . She is 
the half - caste aaughter of D. D. O' Keefe , and is a very in­
telligent woman ; being conversant in the English , German and 
Hative languages and some Japanese . 

(b) In the town of Tomil on the Island of Tomil 
it was found that the native chief t Tomilin, had been a mate 
on D.D. O' Eeefe 1 s ship about six years . He can speak English 
very well . He has the largest town outside of the mi3,in colony 
on Yap , is very friendly to .Americans, stating that he hoped 
the Americans would take over the island und if he was called 
upon, would do everything he could , even to fighting if he 
had anything to fight wi th11 He has about one hundred men 
between the ages of 18 and 35 inclusiv6 . 1he entire male 
(native) population seems to be very friendly toward Americans 
and strongly against the Japanese . 

(c) D. D. 0 1Keefa was an American citizen . " 

.;,,. 1Icname.e , 
Captain. U . S . 1Invy. 

Director of Naval Intelligence . 
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