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Report No. 93 
Jo.pan 
April 26 , 1939 CONF1DENT1AL 

USS ASTORIA' s Vis i t to Jepcn 

It is requested that the atteched copy of the American 
Ambassador's report to the State Deprrtment , togather with copy 
of the program arranged in connection with the ASTORIA' s visit , 
end the following comment ,be considered as my report on subject 
matter . 

COM1~NT: 
The ASTORIA arrived at the appointed time off Tokyo 

Bay end r~ndczvoused with the Japanese destroyers deteiled to es 
cort her to Yokohama h~rbor . The prog r am thererfter including 
honors , ceremon i es and c,lls wc.s carried out as scheduled , except 
for the following : 

(a) At the surgestion of Captain Turner invitrtion to 
dine on the cruiser KISO, the evening the ASTORIA arrived Dnd 
before fune r al ceremonies were held , wus regretted as not being 
in keeping with the solemnity of the occasion . 

(b) The Am~rican Arr.bcssudor , the American Consul in 
Yokohama and the Nt:.vcl .htte.che with their wives dined informLlly 
on the ASTORIA the night of its arrival which gc.ve us opnortunity 
to discuss with Ccptr...in Turner mc.tters connected with the 
ASTORIA' S visit . 

( c) The ferewell p;_,rty April 25th on boo.rd the ASTORIA 
was a form~l dinner (4? suests &tt0nding in addition to 20 
ASTORIA officers) inst0cd of an Lftcrnoon reception ~s origin&lly 
pl&nned . 

(d) Visiting hours on 8£.turday afternoon , April 22nd , 
w~ra designr.ted for .AmericE.ns resident in Jc..pc:,n e.nd pc.rticulorly 
for American children . 

(e) Th0 N&val Attache gave an informcl Sundcy Lft~rnoon 
"At Home" for off ice rs of the 1~TORI.h , P..ID!.3 ricans resident in 
Japan and~ few British , French und c~nc.dian members of the 
Diplomatic Corps i~St8o.d of e dinner . 

( f) A t:r . Nedzu , with p~rmission of the American Arn
bnssndor , gcve a gcrden pt..rty the t...fternoon of April 24th which 
wcs uttended by mrny prominent Jap~nese o.nd foreigners in both 
official und privrte circles together with their wives which 
gave the ;BTORIJ~ officers nn opportunity to meet the flower of 
Japanese womr. nhood , an opportunity which hc.d not previously 
been provided to any gre&t extent . 

(g) h.s usuc.l , considervble informal End impromptu enter
tc.inm.:;nt was provided the enlisted m~n by the lc,rger nev!spcper 
offices, Am~ricans resident in J ~p~n, etc . tcking the n~ture 
of theater p .. rties , small pc.rtics in privete homes , etc . 

flt the inv i tation of the Americr..n Ambassc.dor und :r:rs . 
Grew , Cr. ptc.in Turner , Li eutenc:..nt Glcdney ( h i s Aide) and Comm£ nde r 
Theiss lived &t the Embassy for D consider2ble portion of their 
nine day stey. The nrner iccn and Tokyo Clubs provided focilitios 
for officers to chnnge their uniforms nnd clothes , bfthe , etc . 
Thd Foreign Office put five double rooms nt the Irnp0ri~l Hotel 
t..t tht. disposal of the office r s . ~!otor cc.r , bus. , trcm and re ilwc)· 
tr.:.nsportt..tion wcs provided by the Foreign Office , Nc.vy a.nd V!ar 
Dqpe.rtments and the YokohcmL und Tokyo municip~~lities . 

The ASTORL· ... ' s visit cLn be considered ris being u.r. 
ex0eedingly successful one . The mcnner in which nll mrtters con -
! ct~d therewith w~s carried out tog~ther with behuvior of per 
sonnel left notning to be d0sired , in fLlct , cnn be highly comm~nde~. 
Ls st c. ted in th\;; t.tt::.cl1ttl report of the .h!Tlc;ricc...n Amb~ss:.dcr C· ptn1n 
T~rner ~cquitteu himself ~1th gr~&t credit . To the Nevel ~itEche it 
seemed p1..rticulurJy 1'ort,rn· te t.hf't he was St. le>cted for the task. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

Tokyo , April 25, 1939 . 

No. 3843 . . 
SU3JECT: RETUm:r OF AS::::ES OF .AKBASSADOR SAITO 70 JAPA..~ 

BY Tr.:E U.S .S. ASTORIA. 

The Honorable 

s i r 

The Secretary of State, 

Washington . 

With the departure from Yokoh.ana today of U .S .S . 

AST0'!1IA which bore to Japan o.t the President's behest the 

ashes of the late Japanese .Ambassador :airoshi Saito , the 

story of this historic visit may .aow be made of permanent 

record . I use the word "historic" advi3edly , because, 

whatever 
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whatever the intentions and ex,ectations of our Government 

in making this perhaps unprecedented eesture of courtesy to 

Japan (unprecedented since Ambassador Saito was no longer in 

office when he died on American soil) , the effects of the 

gestu r e will mark an important milestone in the record of 

Japanese - American relations as initiating a new t r end in 

the attitude of the Japanese Government and people towards 

the United States . This ne w trend may only gradually register 

in a practical way but si~ns of the naterial effect of our 

gesture are already evident as I have had occasion to point 

out in various telegrams to the Department . 

The Japanese are fundamentally a sentimental and 

emotional people ; their memories are lone; they do not easily 

forget causes of offense ; they never forget gestures of friend 

ship , and it is certain that the wave of emotional but genuine 

gratitude to the UnitGd States which has swept through this 

country as a result of the ASTORIA'S visit will remain per 

manently in the minds of the Japanese ueople no matter what 

future difficulties may arise in the relations between our 

two nations . It is not too much to anticipate that the feel 

ing thus created will bo reflected , at least to some extent , 

in the future attitude , policy and action of the Japanese 

Government. 

Throughout our handling of this situation I have had 

constantly in mind the importance of taking no step which 

might injure this feeling . I believe very strongly that we, 

for our part , should recognize the opportunities thus pre 

sented and , in spite of the fact that tho balance of respon -

sibility 
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bility for the present difficulties in Jc.panesc - Arnerican 

relations rests heavily if not entirely with Japan , that we 

should e~dcavor to render as free as possible from unessential 

encumbrances the road towards an i nprovcmcnt of those rclations 1 

having in mj,nd the long future 1·r,thor "than the immediate present, 

In other words , if we now find, as a r esult of our gesture of 

friendship, a ecnulne desire on th~ part of the Japanese 

Government to impl0n~nt in a practical if gra dual way its 

protestations of good - will towards the United States , we should 

keep in mind th~ fact that the Government itself will have its 

ovm battles to fi!""ht with certain clements of its own people , 

notably some of the military, the xenophobes o.nd the ultra 

nationalists, and the knowlcdce that Japan can in no sense of 

the word be refarded cs c unit but rather es a nation of con

flicting elements and forc0s should be kept well to th~ fore 

in formulating our own policies c.nd measu res towc.rds this 

country . ~0 should al low reasonable time for the possible 

implementation of the sentiments now ev oked . 

The story of the ASTORIA' S visit can best be told in 

the oxchvJ1ges of tclegrF.l.!:1S between the Dep~rtmcnt and the 

Embcssy (hereincftcr li~tcd) nnd the documcntction , newspaper 

1/ clippings and photographs herewith enclosed . I need not dwell 

at length on the difficulties experienced in keeping the re 

ception and entcrtainmE:nt pro grrun vvi thin reasonable bounds . 

No problem has av er given me greater nnxiety nor has any prob -

1·,m ever required more intensive effort . The For0ign Office 

and the Foreign Office Reception Committee were sympathetic 

to our views end wishes and as helpful as they were in a position 

to help , once those views c.nd wishes had been explained to thG~ . 

3ut 
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But the Foreign Office itself wn~ faced with the time - honoree 

Jo.panoso custom of expressing gr~ti tude in the form of eift::; v 

includin&; monctar:1 gifts, entot tairunents '.lnd public dcr,:onstr;,

tions, ec.Hl no oxplc.nutions by tho Foreicn Office could vmru. 

off the flood of such Gifts or t~o demands of influ ~n~:al 

people for opportunities to join in the gencrul pnG~u of 

praise; . The proposed nc.tionr.l ffi['.SS meeting wcs tE;mporcd if not 

entirely cvoidcd only by my takine a firm uttitudo and insist

inp upon certcin conditions listed in 11arngrc.ph three of my 

telegram No. 168, April 6 , ? p .m. These conditions were nc

cepted both by the Foroign Officu Gnd by the so - cnllod 

"Notione.l Welcome Com.'"1i ttee" ( cs distine-uished from the 

origincl reception committee under the, chc-irmcnship of the 

Vico Minister for Foreign Affc.irs), c.nd tho Foreign Office 

did issue u st~temcnt to the press in rensoncble accordance 

with my condition (b), (text of st~tom~nt upp0ndvd in the cn-

·closurcs) , but in spite of such nccoptancc on th~ pert of the 

committee , tho only limitc.tion ~ctu~lly echiovod wes in rcmov

ine the meeting from Q public dononstr~tion inc public stndium 

to c. ..>rive.to dc.1onstrr:tion , l>)r invit _tion, in c. University 

cud itorium, and in reducing the number of s:9eeches to two . 

The printed invitations, of which I learned too late to cause 

rectification , were to a "National ':lelcome t~eeting", and the 

programs bore the sane headinr, . Uy inunediate intercession 

brought about a reprinting of the -programs with the word 

"National " omitted but the press had of course already seen 

the invitations and characterized the meeting accordingly . 

Some 2500 of the most 9rominent and influential Jape.nese 

were seated in the auditorium and the meeting took place 

with almost indescribable enthusiasm . The Foreign Minister, 

to 
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to my surprise, attended the meeting . I did not know that 

he woult do so, and I myself did not attend as I wished to 

avoid giving the meeting an official character . The Ch5.ef 

of the .Arne.L·ican Bureau oi' the Foreit:n Office told rae later 

that Mr . Arita had decided at the last moment to attend and 

had done so in spite of the former ' s advice to the contrary . 

I have heard no adverse repercussions to my absence which 

was generally attributed to my prcoccupe.tion wi tli an audience 

with the Em')eror end an early luncheon of the America - Japan 

Society in the midst of other pressing duties . 

But throughout all of our efforts to keep the reception 

of tr.e ASTORIA within reasonable bounds and to avoid anythitlg 

in the way of a national demonstration of a character which 

mieht fail to accord with our own r-overnmcnt ' s conception of 

the purpose of the ASTORIA'S visit and cause the A~erican 

people to fe~l that there had been a misinterpretation of our 

country ' s net of courtesy , our expressed wishes were r generally 

met , outside of the Foreign Office , with the rejoinder "When 

in Rome •..• .. " and that we must avoid ~iving offense to the 

Japanese people . My point that Japan was hardly in a proper 

position to "take offense ", that our gesture should be taken 

in the spirit in which it w&s offered and that the American 

p0ople would prefer to see Japan's apJrcciction expressed in 

nets rather than in words , fell generally on barren ground . 

At any rate , so far as the net result in Japan of the past 

nine days of reception and entcrtcinm.eut is conc0rned, I can 

now for the first time drnw n sirn of relief since no dis-

cordunt 
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corda.nt note of uny description EJ.;')D(;ars to have entered into 

t:10 carrying out of the I rorran.. I heartily trus~ thnt the 

nublicity in the United States, which owir~g to the Euro!Jean 

crisis may well have been relegated to a minor position in 

the press , likewise avoided irr·i tu ting American pul>Jj c opinior_ ~ 

In closin g , it may be s&id t11at the receptior of the 

ashes of the late Ambassador Saito and the funeral processicm, 

and services were carried out in a SJirit of profound solem

.:iity , dignity , and imi;>ressiveness , and that both dignity and 

i!n~ressiveness characteri z ed all of the functions on the 

reception nro1 ram which ! rnyself attended . Captain Richmond T~. 

Turner, cor.i.~anding the ASTO~IA, and his officers and men, 

created an impression of which tho United States may justly 

be proud , a11d Ce~tain Turner ' s many unavoidable speeches were 

masterl:-/ in Jvheir tact and deli ve · Y and in his ability to say 

the same thine over and over arain in different words w:lile 

avoidine; any exu1·ession \1·hich might have creAted an inaccurnte 

or undesirable im~)ression of the .,.,ur,oses of the AS~ORIA' s visit. 

It was also evid311t to ;.'le that he :'lade the best of impressions 

on the Emperor at the audience w!1ich was arre.nged on Jrpanese 

initiative . In fact Viscount !..:atsudaira, the Grc;..-:::id !110.ster of 

Cerer.ionies , who 1:11.:i.s present, told us on the l'ollowing day thnt 

the Em:Jeror had been a tl1ri lled 11 b~· the oudience . Incidente.lly 

it may be said thct at the termination of the audience the 

Er.iperor said coodbyu to me witb a brilliant smile such as I 

have never seen t:l.t those most formally conducted ncctings . 

This dt;Sl_?atch cannot be closed without a word of e.ppre 

ciation of the helpful support and wise advice during this 

•ntensive neriod not only of Mr . Doomaa but of Captain 

Harold M. :3cmis , U .s .N ., the :Kaval Attache of this Embassy , 

whose 
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whos e tour of duty in Tokyo is about to terminate . The ir 

clear pe rc eption and sou~d judg.~ent were at all times of 

solid assistance . I trust that a copy of th i s despatch may 

be sent to the Navy Department in Yiashington and that my 

comments concerning Captain 3cn.is and Captain Turne r may be 

entere d on their respective r ecords . They deserve high cr edit . 

Respectfully yours, 

?01 
JCG:C 

Copy to Tolbassy, P~iping ; 
11 n II Chungking ; 

Joseph C. Grew . 

n II Consulate General , Shangha l . 

Enclosur(;s : 

1 . Deli very of tt...e nsllcs of tho late Affibassc.dor 
Saito by Ca1_Jt&in TurnLr to M1 . R0nzo Sawada , 
Clrnirr1an of the Rccc9t ion Comni ttcc , Yokohama, 
An:ril l? , 1939 . 

2 . Momorandum of conv~rsntion , the Ai~erican Ambassa 
dor, gr . Grew , with th<., Vice Minister for Fort...ign 
Affairs , Ivlr . Sawudc., .A.pri 1 5 , 1939 . 

3 . Stutement f>iven out to the press by the Foreign Office 
o.s '' comruent" at tho time of rclcuso of the urogrrun of 
cntertn i nm0nt during the stay of tho U .S . 3 . .ASTORIA, 
April 10 , 1939 . 

4 . Detailed schedule of visit of u .~.: . ASTORIA, 
Aprill? to 26 , 1939 . 

5 . Copy of note no . 1250 , dated April 1~ , 1939, from 
the Americ an .:..mbussador , rT . Grc.w, to the Minister 
for Fore, i gn i'.:.f fuirs , Mr . J ... ri ta , r1..ques ting un aud i ence 
with the En.pcror fo r Cu•)tain Turn er o.nd Com.mender Th0iss. 

6 . Copy of lotter from the Grand Maste r of Ceremonies of 
the Imperial Househo l d , Viscount Mntsud~i r a , to the 
Arn.ericc.n .Ambassador, Ur. Gre;w, dntod J~pril 21 , 1939 , 
stating thc.t the audie;nce requested lms been gr anted . 

? • Copy of' lotter dated April 21 , 1939 , from tho 
.hDleric0n A.rabc..ssudor, M:r. Gr1..v1, to the Vice Hinistc r 
for Forei~n : .. ff airs , Nr . Sc.we.do., rE::lnting to the mc.ss 
meeting to be held on April 24 , 1939 . 

8 . 
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Enclosures (Continued) 

8 . 

9 . 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13 . 

14. 

15 . 

15 . 

l?. 

18 . 

19 . 

20. 

21 . 

Memorandum of convors~tion bvtwcen the Emperor 
and Captain '!'urner ct nudicncc on April 24 , 1939 . 

Invi t~1tion to the '!clcorr .c ML-cting for officers 
u:·d ~embers of th<... crew of the U.S.S . ::..STOrtIA, 
J ... pri 1 24, 19~9. 

Printed progrc..m of the ·:k lcomo :rt0eting of the 
of fie ero end men of' the C . 3 .S .. -'...STORI:,., Okumn 
Auditorium, Wo.sea.L Univ0rsit), Tokyo, l...pril 24 , 
1939 , including ndaresscs of Count Ken0ko und 
Mr . Imai . 

List of photographs illustrc:i.tin g the visit of 
U . S . S. ASTORI.;~ April l? to 26 , 1939 (One set only 
enclosed) . 

Editorial from the~ m:uy_'J1IA NEWS SERVICE , t .. pril 19, 
1939 : "Astoria and its Uclco111c" . 

Newspc.pc...r clippinf:.:, JJ.P.-~N :i.DVERTISER, :~pril 19, 
1939 : "Thous cnds of Mourners turn out to pay homo.ea 
as Sa.i to' s A·_:..;hes n.rri ~,;.;. " 

N1.;wspc.pnr clipping, Ja·_p.:.:t,J ;J)VERTI:JER, april 18, 1939 : 
"Family Feri'orms $(,rviccs for Sa.ito . " 

:{ews;,nnur clippint.. , J;..PJT .. ,LVERTISER, .. pril 10 , 1939 : 
'Mourners Tl1ro1': ,SL.rvicos for Sc.i to c.t Hongc.n Temple" . 
Includes speeches by Minister for F'orvirn ~...rfcirs, 
Mi~ . .. .ri tc. , end by the ~·.mericcn _:..mb£1.ssnclor, I'!r . Grt':lW. 

News pr. 'OCr clip'f)in[ , J;J:;J; .:.DVERTISER, .r_!)ril 19, 1939: 
"Offic er Fo.~,s Rcspc cts" (Photograph of Ccpto.in Turner 
and ForGien i~inistcr _· .. ri tc., on tho occ~sion of Capte.in 
rrurnor I$ Cell) • 

Ncwspnpcr clip:pinf, J;..J> • .'.J{ ADVE:~TISER, ... :pril 20, 1939 : 
"/~T ORL'.. Ofr'icers tonstc:d by ..'.ri ta" . Foreign l\:inistcr ' s 
speech end CGpt~in Turacr's r~sryonse at Foreign Min 
ister' A lu.11chcon on ;::1ril 19, 1939; '1lso Ncvy Minister's 
speech ct his dinner on ;~ril 19, 1939 . 

Cc.ptc.in 'Turner's rddross c.t Ncvy Minister ' s dinner , 
:.pril 19 , 1939 . 

Newspaper clip::;:iing , J.".P.t·J~ ;..nvERTISER , .. .'.pri 1 21 , 1939 : 
''ASTORil... Off iccrs Cues ts of Emperor" . Includes speeci.1. 
of Mr . r~c.tsudc. ir c. (Minister of the Im'l')e:;rio.l HousE.:.hold) 
nt luncheon tcndorcd to the officers of the J..STORIA 
by the Speckcrs of the Rouse of Peers ~nd the House 
of Reprcsentc.tivcs in the Diet Buildin~ on April 20, 1939. 

Ceptnin Turner's cddross at luncheon tendered by the 
Spee.kers of the Eouse of Peers nnd the House of Reprc 
sento.tivcs, Hpril 20 , 1939 . 

Newspaper clippinf, , JAPAN l...DV1::I:ZTISER, J~pril 21 , 1939 : 
" Japan told to shun Versailles ~:istckc" . Includes 
article from the SfiIUNSO, ("A privnte forcicn policy 
cssoci~tion") " off~ring a mcssqgc to bG tnkcn buck to 
.America by tt,e officers and crow of the.. cruiser ;,.STORI:~. '~ 

22 
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22 . N8WSp£1.pe,r clipping , J;..P;u: ;_DVER'rISER, .,:_pril 22 , 1939 : 

23 . 

"Visitors in Comic Strip " . 

NewspE'.pt:;r clippinf , J:..PLN :.DVERTISER , 
11Kns~i Brondcc.sts to U . S . Citizonsn . 
[:.C...C. :-css by r.ir . ,Tuj ji :c:~s~ i , mc..mbcr of 
Rcprcscntotivcs . 

~'.pril 23 , 1939 : 
Includes r edio 
the House of 

24 . Ncwspcpvr clip"?inr , JAF;-:-J .ADVERTISER, ./ .. pril 23 , 1939 : 
'' .A,.ilericnns throne; to im:p1..,ct '1.STOP.IA". 

25 . Newspaper clippine , J;.P:~~ :1i)VERTISER , _·.pril 24 , 1939 : 
"Lo.ndinr of Perry r eculled r. t Ri tos 11

• Inc ludcs speech 
of ForuiEn Ivlinist(.,r ct I3lc.ci.~ Ship F.Jstival ct Shimodn , 
Apr i l 23 , 1939 . 

26 . Newspaper clip:)inl7 , J:J>JlJ :.:..DVERTISER, ;.pril 24. , 1939 : 
"J..meric£>ns Mo0t Turn~r" . 

2? . · Newspaper cli p)inp , J.;.P/5 ;.nvERTISER , ~.pr il 25 , 1939 : 
;,STORI ·. 'S ~.lission SOdn .. idi1.1.r Poc..c0 '' . Quotes from 
edi toric.l in the PhilipJ'inos Ecrr.ld , :. ,ril 18 , 1939 . 

28 . Newspaper clip:)inr , J;.._P;,.N _·J)VERTISER, ~.:pril 25 , 1939 : 
"Uctionc 1 t~ec.. ting ~:elcorios !,STOr1":.::. 1

• ..lso ryhotoP:ro.rh 
of the.: nc.ss r.wcting on .april 24 , l93<J . 

29 . Cnptcin Turnt-r' s res Do to toe st by Count J':ob.::.y~mc., 
ct thv • .n:vricc - J".'.pr.n 3ocicty luncheon c.t the Tokyo 
Kc.iknn , .. pril 24 , 19'3'J . 

30 . Ncwsp"n(.r clip pin[ , J:.F;..l'r 'ITI :ES , ..:~pril 25 , 1939 : 
"Kcncko Cculvs .. \?prccic· tion to Roosevelt ". Includes 
Cr-.pt:..in 'i\l.rnvr ' s speech ct \[,..,r Mlnist0r ' s dinner , 
:.i)ril 24 , 1939 . 

31 . lTowsp:--.pcr clippinr , J.',I'.:',.N .'.DVERTISER, ;.pril 2? , 1939 : 
"ASTO~I.'.. Ends VifJi t , S.:dls for Sh=.nrl1~1i" . Includes 
remt>rks of c. nt"'i.n TurnrI <:t dinner on bot.rd tho 
~.STORI:. on .·.1)ril 26 , 1939 . 

32 . Copy of lvttcr d2. tcd .'.""1ri 1 27 , 1939 , from the .A.r.10ri c~n 
hmbcssndor , r~1. GrL;w, to the Speokcrs of tr.e House of 
Pec.:rs nna th0 House of ftc?ruscntc.tivcs c.cknowlcdging , 
on bchf'llf of the Prosi..dcnt , thoir !:lessc.gc conveyed to 
him through Cupt2in Tul'ncr . 



LIST OF TELEG3.A!li3 BET.i/E:SE TL:: DE?.ru1T: E .. I'i' A.i.'ID TI.E ~:'.6ASSY 
r:r TOKYO RELATHvG TO 'IEE VI5IT OF U . S . 3 . .PBTO;>.IA TO JAPAN 

From ONFIDENTIAL 
Depertm0nt , AO, Hnt·ch 1,:::' 7 ; .. 
Department , 72 , r:;erch 2~). .~ 1> • r:.L • 
Embassy , 1~8 , Morch 27' 2 n .ii~ . 

' nc,crtnent , 77 , t(c.rch 28 , 6 p ~I"' . 
Emb~ssy , lt>2 , !1o.rch 30 , 10 e. . ra. 
Embussy , 1:)3 ' Uarch 30 , 11 a. .m. 
Embassy , 154 , ;.:nrch 30 , noon 
Embassy , 155 , Mo.rch 30 , 7 p .m. 
Depo r tment , 78 , ~~arch 31 , 6 D • r.. • 
Dwnc.rt210n t, 81 , April 3 , 8 ;, • r1 • 
Embassy , 168 , Aoril 5 , 7 p .r ... 
De")artreont , 86 , Au1·il Fi, 7 p . I'l . 
De,artmcnt , 88 , Aryril 8 , midL1irht 
Emb!:'SS~T ' 171 , A"Jril 0 2 l') • ' . -' Embrlssy , 172 , .A'.)ril 9 , 3 'J .m., 
D(.11c.rtment , 00 , A=)Til 9 , 1 :::>. J. . 

oe,crt::ient , 95, Auril 1 c;:;,, 1 T) • l 1 , 

Embassy , 180 , A;:,ril 15 , 1 lJ .m. 
Em"oe.ssy, 181 , Anril 10 , 3 p . fo . 
Embe.ssy , 182 , A"1ril 18 , 5 .). ;:1, 
De1;0.rt •. en t , 98, Anril 18 , 8 u .m. 
Embc.ssy , 18? , A;ril 20 , 11 c ... m. 
Embc.ssy , 191 , A;ril 20 , g :> . Pl . 
Em1Jassy , 192 , April 20 , 10 P .·n. 



DETAILED SCHEDULE OF VISIT OF USS ASTORIA, 17 to 26 April 1939 

17 April . Monday 
0830 ASTORIJ. proceeds up Yokohama Bay escorted by 3 Japanese 

destroyers , the Guide 1000 yards ahead ASTORIA and 2 
destroyers astern . 

Naval Attache ; Captain Wizuno , liaison officer ; Corn...~ander 
Yokoyama , Japanese ~ravy Department ; Reception Comrni ttee 
at Harbor raster 's Office to board ~STORih in Japanese 
launch when LSTORIJ. moored at No . 10 Buoy . 

Twenty - one gun salute fired by ASTORIJ~ and returned by KISO. 
0900 ASTORIJi. moors to No . 10 buoy . 
0905 KISO Boarding Officer calls on J~STORIA. 
0910 /.STORIP. boat alongside -qarbor :tfaster ' s landing for American 

Consul 's call. This call to be returned during or afte r 
other calls . Otherwise after docking of ~STORJ~. 

0920 hSTORIJ. Boarding Officer calls on KISO. 
0935 Commanding Officer, KISO, calls on : .STORL\. 
0950 Commanding Officer , 1'...STORI.h, calls on KISO. 
1015 Japanese Committee to receive Saito ' s remains calls on 

ASTORIJ • . 
1035 Commanding Officer, .:..STORL'1., calls on Governor Omura , Kana

gawn Prefecture . 
1050 Commanding Officer, i..STORL., calls on i:ayor .HOki, Yokohama 

City . 
1105 Commanding Officer , ASTORIJ., calls on Chief Customs Officer 
1125 The Jovernor, Mayor and Chief of Customs return the above 

calls . ;_ short call will be m~de due to the afternoon 
schedule . 

1230 - 1330 . Harbor Ivester suspends all traffic in Yokohama Bay 
which might interfere . 

~~X •~h a~ ~~Yok.oh~N w Grand.fiot~l is planned by 
the Japanese ~av:y-:::.~~ument . 

NOTE: News reporters will not be allowed to call on the 
1,STORIA until the vessel is docked e.t Berth D 
Yamashita Pier bow to beach , port side to . These 
reporters will be stopped at the Customs Gate 
until this tim8 . 

N01I'E: For the information of the Officer of the Deck , 
J._ST031J.t., the official list of visitors, prior to 
the start of op en visiting hours, will be equipped 
with arm bends &nd badges issued by the Japrnese 
Fori::ign Office . 

NOTE: If fog should delay tha arrival of the LSTORL., the 
morning program will be delt:ted and made after 
mooring to Yamashitu Pier . 

1245 1\.STORIA <1nPrd of Honor l ecve J.STORIJ . • 

1310 The J.mJrican t.rnbassador will probcbly arrive c,t Yamashita 
Pier about this time . 

1315 Curried in the J..STORIJ_' s gig ! or boat) by i$TORIA p1..rsonnel , 
th~ r1:.-mains of Ex-Lmbasse.dor Saito will be brought to tl1e 
tempor~ry landing shown ut the end of Yamashita Pier in 
the :.ppendix . (NOTE: Lppend ix: Sketch of Yamashita Pier , 

Line of tt&rch and Dock !~o. 4 whara s~i to ' s 
rumains ura entrained for Tokyo . ) 

ThGy will be met by an official party ~t the bay end 
of the pier . 

b . They will b0 ce.rried by 1.STORIJ. personnel up th e lc::ft 
side of the dock to the ceremonial hall . 

c . They will be deliv~red by /.STORIA p rsonn el to the 
Jap~n~s~ R~0ejvi~r ~~mnittee . 



DETAILED SCrEDULE OF ASTORIA. VISIT - Fuge 2 . 

d. The funeral procession will be formed . 
e. The procession will proceed to Pier 4 . 
f . The procession will form on Fier 4 railroad platform fac 

ing the special train to carry the renains to Tokyo at 
1450 . 

Each of the foregoing steps involves a distinct cerenony and 
position of personnel outlined below . 

1315 - ~rder of procedure to Yamashita ~ier of Astoria gig , etc . 
1 . Japanese Customs Director in guide bout , 
2 , Japanese Naval launch . 
3. Astoria ' s boat with Col!lnonding Officer, reraains of 

.Ambassador Saito and enlisted men with tirs , Roosevelt's 
wreath. These en listed men will curry wreath to 
cerenonial shrine end from thero will carry it to the 
train . 

4 . Japanese l aunch with flowers . An additional Japanese 
launch will collect flowers now on board Astoria (other 
than 1:rs. :t~oscvelt's wreath) o.nd tukc then direct to 
Pi er '.t. 

1320 .ASTORIA, followed by KISO, will fire 19 ninute guns when eig 
(or boat) leav~3 the ship. Tho boats proceeding ashore 
arc not to atop dur in g this salute • .ASTORih bout with 
renains proceeds to side of Yunashitu Fi er flout as shown 
in Appcndi x .. 

Tho rc11air..s arc received on the soo.boc.rd end of Yo.no.sbitu 
Ficr vri th tho following groups extending from the seaboard 
end toward the shore: 

GR ()TI'.? h .. 
-·-- -R eceiving Comi ttee, 

t!ni to TI'oni 2..y, 
Ford gn ~-=-nister" 
,il":eri cc::ln ;,i::'Jassndor ~ 
Japanese N~.rul Mlrnster, 
Comc.nder -~n -Chi Qf, Yokosukn Ne.val Station, 
Armricc.n Cvil3Lll! Yokohr.nn, 
Governor, .K.:mc.gc.wa Prefecture, 
Custon ' s Director, 
Conr.i.andcr, Jcpanese Escort Ship, 
Connc.nder ~ J''.pnnese Destroyer Squudron, 
Mo.yor of Yokohr:n.:::., 
Chnirnnn, Chcnber of Connerce, 
Ruprcscntc~ivcs of isncricc.n Residents, Yokohc.nn , 
Cor:1.ncnder, Yokoh,nc. Gendnrnerie, 
P::..rt of the Goner"t l Conr:i t too • 

Group B 
-,1..ri.cri can Nc.vc 1 Gue.rd of Honor. 

g.rouE. C 
J· ·pc.nese IT"tv -:.1 B··md. 

Group D 
-J ~lp.:'nesc 

Group E 
-J r'..p~csc 
F 

m·.v~.1 Gu~'.rd of Honor . 

Boy scouts . 
I 

1325 -

Group 
Goner8.l Con:!ittco, rol~tivcs, friends c.nd officials . 

Gerri ed towc.rd shore by- .astorin personnel , fron the se~boc.rd 
end of Y~iushitQ Pi er. to tho left in front of the fore -
1soing groups , the ror.1c.ins c.rri vc at the ccrenonic.l hall . 
(Sec ~ppendix 1) . 

Order 01' procession down tho Fier : 
Custons Director 
,~storic. pcrsonnei c~rrying renc ~i ns , 
,inericc.n Gu".rd of Honor , 
J".pn.nesc Gue.rd of Honor, 
Conr:'~nnine (l.f':'ic-cr , ·.1~storiD , 
Rccei ving CoDni ttoc. , 
s:.i to :Ft.:.ni ly o 



D2TAILED SCHEtULE OF ;..sTORii~ VISIT - Pc.ge 3 . LOf JFIDENTIAL 
Foreign Minister 
1.mericc,n J..mbassado r 
Nc.vr.l 11ini ster 
Comm&nder- in - Chief , Yokosuka Navel Stction 
i.marican Con sul , Yokohama 
Governo r of Kanag~wa Pr efecture 
Customs Direcotr 
Commander, J&penese escort ship 
Comrntnder, Japenese Dest r oye r Squ~dron 
Mayor of Yokohama 
Chairmun , Cbnmber of Commerce 
Representatives of i..meri can residents , Yokohemc 
Commander, Yokobrunc. Genda r mer i e 
J·- part of General Commi ttee 

1330 The deteils of receiving the remsins ere cs noted in Append i x 
No. 2 . 
When the participants (standing) occupy their respective 

positions as shown , members of the receiving committee 
proceed to the ASTORD, personnel carrying the remcins 
and receive them from the Commanding Officer , J.STORI/1., 
and plcce them in front of the Altar . The dotted lines 
of ~ppendix 2 show this procedure . 

1330 - 1340 . Priests ch:-.mt Buddhist scriptures . (!.bout ten minutes) . 

1340 

1350 

Respects 

Funeral 
NOTE: 

nre paid to the remains in the fol l owing order : 
Receiving Committee 
Saito fwnily 
Commanding Officer , J.STORIA 
Foreign Minister 
blnerican .h.rnbassador 
Nt:.val i.f.inister 
Commender- in - Chief. Yo~osuka Naval Station 
J..m~rican Consul, Yokc~-m~ 
Governor of I{anagnwo. Prefecture 
Customs Director 
Commander , Jap~nese escort ship 
Commender , Japanese Destroyer Squadron 
:r.tayor of Yokohc.mo. 
Chcirman , Chc.mber of Commerce 
.L-pr ~-·~:it t iv.::. s of .. :..meri can Residents , Yokohama 
Commander , Yokohc•mn Gcnde..rmerie 
L p~rt of Genercl Committee 

procession is formed as below : 
~-ttending officials not in this procession 
proceed to Pi~r 4 by automobile . 
Customs officials 
Commander , Japanase Guard of ~onor 
Japrnese Neval Bc.nd 
Commender , f .. mericcn Guard of Honor 
JJnerico.n Guard of Honor 
J~prnese Guard of Honor (first half) 
V.1recthes 

will 

Priests and followers 
Coffin end attendants NOTE: These attendcnts in 

clude Commanding Offic0r , 
isTORL~ , ;,.STORIL officers i:i 
full dr~ss and m0mbers of the 
Japanese Foreign Vinistry . 

Chi0f mourner and surviving family (in automobile) 
Chi~f Superintendent of Customs ; Commender , Japanese 

escort ship ; Commander , J&pLnese destroyer squadron; 
IDn.:rcl com...ini tt0c- ; Representative , .American residents 

YCkO~lF.ma. 
Japcn e:.....: Oue.r d of Honor {l atte r half) 



""'~ NTIAL 
DETJ~IL..-:.:D SChtDlJLE OF l.S'I'ORI;. VISIT Page 4 . 

Ja prnese boy scouts ( "D~ ishi " Scouts) 
Relltives and friends of th ~ deceased; Customs , 

Prefecturcl end City officials 
NOTE: Foreign l\!inister , :un:.ricen .:..rnbcsscdor , represento. 

ti va of Nuvc.l Ministe r , ,.jtc . will r in.v e r..t the 
stction ahead of thb procession . 

1400 TllJ procession lcnves the pier. (Its route is shown in 
•. ppendix 1 . 

1435 Th~ procession arrives at the st&tion , ,nd the remuins ~re 
trunsferrc:d to c. spccic.l trt:'..in . t·h\.;n the remc ins ere 
trcnaferred to the speci ~l trrin , their bearers are guidBd 
by rcilro·d officinls . 

1450 The special trcin lenv0s thu stction . 
The procession lines up f~cing th~ trtin in the following 

order : 

1 ... 

Funeral 
Cc.r 

Plc.tform 

B C 

.I ) 

D E F 

, . • Commltnder- in-Chief , Yokosuka N' val Station ( Chi .. f 
of Sv~ff) ; Consul, Yokohar~; ~r0v~rnor of Kano
gaw~ Prefecture ; Superi~tend~nt of Customs ; 
Corr.ru.·' nder: :.STORL~~; Comm['nder, Japcne se Escort 
Ship; Coram',nd.e r ,T· pr,n3se Destroy"r Squpdron ; 
:1nyor of Yokoh'"n..,; Chc.irmun , Chrmb ::r of Commerce ; 
Cornmnnder, Yokoh'm' GendLrmeriL ; R;presentative , 
,·::'. ric~n Resider:ts in Yokohamu; Japnnese officirls . 

B. J~prnese Guard of Honor . 
C. ,~m ric'ln Gur-rd of Honor . 
D. J-:..panese "Dc.ishi " Boy Scouts . 
E . Gcncr~l Comr.:ittv, ; r~l tivos ; Customs, Prefecturrl 

und City o~ficicls (otber thnn those in Group rt) . 
F . Miscell~neous 

19('.}0 Oommen<l 1:~"4ee-r o~ t-h "-H"±S&-=-eft~teine tth ~ pt,,ain of; 
ta0 aSTOHIJc E.BG- n-i.Po 'JluOOmttA<'IJ!'lt ... f..f..f~ c r~ ~ i11flP,.. on 
bo e.rd the KH,O . 



DET~ILED SCHEDULE OF ~STORL~ VISIT 

18 April . Tuesdny . 

P£ge 5 . CON{· \..,C.l 

0830 

0858 

093? 

1010 

1025 

1045 

1050 

1100 

1120 

1150 

1400 

1430 

ASTORI~ funerl..l gu~rd of 100 men a nd 4 officers and 20 
officer~ in full dress le~ve ship . TrLnsportation to 
SLkurLgi~ho stttion furnished . 

Train le~ves SLkurLgicho stction . 

:',.rri ve Shimbc..shi Stution, Tokyo . Officers in full dress 
furnished trl..nsport,tion to rc.nnenbash i. Funerr..l guard 
mcrch to ~annenbcshi (cbout 15 minu tes) . 

Suite ' s r~m~ins leave Foreign Vice Minister ' s home. 

Heme.ins e.rri ve ut i:cnnenbushi und fun erc..l proceE "n forms . 
LSTORIA funerLl guard m~r ches in rear of Jbpan-~e navel 
band . Ctpt~in Turner end officers in full dress mcrch 
with members of J~p~nese Foreign Office slongsid~ or near 
c~r c~rrying the rem~ins . 

Funer~l procession nrrives HonPcnji Temple . 
Lunch for Ccptain Turner end uide . 

Junbt.ssudor Grew and Nl..val i .. ttoche a.rri ve Hongonj i Temple . 

Funercl services begin . 
Officers nnd men under t..rms salute t:nd then l• :iv through 

Sc-r:;h Gt..te . T:1ey m~ rch to the Pc.ymr.stars ' School where 
lunch will b~ served, then to Shimb~shi St:t ion , toking 
the 1404 tr' in to Yokohcmz.. C:::.ptctin Turner ei.nd aide "r
expected to r~mrin ut Hongcnji Temple until ~bout 1330 . 
The rem~ining 19 officers in full dress will r em~in at 
Honganji Temple until ufter the funer~l service is ovtr 
untl will then be t·ken to the Imperial Hotel for lunch . 
~ftcr lunch they will be tckcn to Shimbnshi stction to 
c~tch the 1404 tr~in to Yokoh~rr.~. 

Ccptc.in Turner cells on the fa;:e ricf1n AmbaSS[,dor . 
Cull on NLv2l Ministar (N0vy Dep~rtw nt) . 

L 

1445 Received in audience by Prince Fushimi , Chief of General 
st~ff(rec&iv~d by Vice Chief if inconvenient for the Prince} 

1500 :Lil on Foreign Minister (official r~sidence) . 
1015 -1 615 . lays respects to Empress DowcgLr , Princes Chichibu , 

Tak~matsu , ~ikusr , Fushimi , Kuni , :nd Kanin . 
1630 Call on !"'rmy Kinistcr and Vic '3 Ct.ic..f of .:.rmy Gen ru.l Staff . 

1?00 Representative of N~v~l Minister and Chief of Gener~l Staff 
returns call (ct lJnericun Zmbcssy) 

1715 Represent~tive of Foreign kinister r etu rns call (at the 
Emb8SSy) 

t?:-so Represent· tive of ~rny Minister End Vice Chief of J~rmy 
Gener[l St~ff returns call (at th~ Embnssy) . 

l9v0 f.m•""rjcan i.mb::::.ssedor's dinner for Commc.nding Officer , 
11.S'l'ORI!. , r. nd officers c.t ;.mbnssr.dor ' s official ru.sidan c-c . 
Unirorm: "SY~mjn~ f'111J t'li:-~ss A. w"ithout $WOrQs . 



DETLILED SCHEDULE OF _;_STORIL VISIT Pc.ge 6 . tON r u .. '-• dAL 
19 J~pri l. Wednesde y. 

0845 Helf of ~STORI~ crew lecve ship for sightseeing trip in 
Tokyo . Office r s in Undress Blue without swords . 

0905 Sp~ci~l tr~in with Gbove p~rty lecves Rinko Stntion , Yoko
hcmn. (Same stction &s that used to entrain Ex-JJnbc.ssn 
aor S~ito ' s remcins) . 

0940 J,.rrive Tokyo , to be shown city under auspices of Tokyo City . 
1230 Luncheon by Foreign 1.:.inister for Capt£. in Turner £..nd the 

;.sTORL·.officers at Officir.l Resic.ence , Sc.nnen - cho ,Koj i 
muchi - ku . Cupt~in Turner ond 10 off i cers . Uniform : Dress 
Blue . 

1500 Ten Perty by Foreign end NLvel Vice ~inisters ct !"r . Fuji 
yama ' s resiuence for c~ptcin Turn~r and 35 officers and 
wc.rrc..nt officers . Uniform : Undress blue without swords . 

1900 Dinner by Nc.vy 1,:ini ster c. t Suikoshc. (Nc.vy Club) , Tokyo , for 
Captr in Turner tmd 20 officers . Uniform : Evening Full 
Dress A without swords . 

NOTE: Officers on sightseeing tour who ere to attend luncheon 
or Teu P~rty will lecve tour in time to so attend . 

2_Q._£.pril. Thursday . 

084 5 H~.lf of : .. STORIJ:.. crew lc:e.ve ship for siphtsce ing trip in 
Tokyo . Uniform : Unor ~ss blue without swords . 

0905 

0940 

1200 

1500 

1900 

Spec it 1 trr in with :-bove pr rty lec.ves Rinke Stc.tion , Yoko
h~~a . (St.me strtion LS th~t used to entrr-in Ex-!,.mbassado r 
Saito ' s remains) . 

11.rrive Tokyo to be shovm city under ,,.uspices of Tokyo City . 
Luncteon by Spetkers of bo~h Houses of the Diet r.t the Diet 

Builting , Tokyo, for C~p~~in Turner und 24 officers . 
Uniform : Undress , Blue, without sworlls . 

Tea Pc...rty Qt Shinjuku Impvri~l Gcrden for Captain Turner 
and 24 officers . Uniform: Undress Blue . 

Dinner by Nevel Vice ~inistsr and Vice Chief of N~v9l General 
Str,ff 2. t Koyokc...n, Shi bn, 'Ickyo , for Capte_in Turner and 24 
officers . Civilicn clothes, 

21 1.pril . Fri:c.r .. y . 

1400 Gc...r~en p~rty by Fordign Office , Nc...vy Dep~rtment , Yokoh~ma 
City en<.:. K~nagawo. Prefecture 0fficic.,ls G.t Nogeyc.mc. Perk , 
Yokohumc., for Cc..pt.:..in Turner : 35 officers c.ncl wurrc.nt 
officers &na 450 men . Service Dress Blue . 

1700 Theater pcrty ( followec'. by dinner) hy Foreign Vice ~Finister 
at Kcbuki - zn , Tokyo ; J~p~nese tinner et Ryukotei , Tokyo , 
for Ct..pt::in Turner &nd !:?.O officer . Civilic.n clothes . 

. ,:2 i,pr i 1. Si: t ur dc...Y._. 
l")?Q() (!,bout). Nikko sightseeing party le.:ve for Tokyo . Civilian 

clothes . 
0800 (J...bout) . Nikko party leLvos To:(yo for Nikko . Civilic..n clothes . 

H&kone pc.rty lec.ve Yokohe:.ma. for Hc...kone. " " 
Tht. se parties are composec. of Capt2in Turner anc. :.STORIJ~ 

officers . 
Nikko p~rty , unter the ~uspices of the JGpanese Foreign 

orfine , 15 officers and one U.S .Ncvel lcngunge officer. 
Hukone pcrty, unter the ~uspices of the Jcpanese N~vy Depart

ment , 15 officPrs Pnd the Lssistant N£v~l ~ttache , ~meric~L 
Embr ssy. """'rff't'~ITl 



DETJ_ILED SCHEDULE OF 1-STORIA VISIT Pnge ?, 1~F1DENT AL 
23 Lpril. Sun~cy . 

The Kurobune Kyok£i (Black Ship Society) is hol~ing u 
memoric.l service in Shimocc (about 5 hours by train from 
YokohcmL) beginning ct noon for the sailors of Commodore 
Perry ' s squaC:.ron who c.re buriec. there . .,_ request hus 
been made to huve two or three officers ~nu 50 or 60 men 
p~rticipate . The Foreign Office will furnish tr2nsport~ 
tion . No J.etrils hc.ve t,s yet baen decic't.:.l but personnJl 
uelegitec to go will lec.ve Yokohama ecrly in the morning . 
Uniform : Unl...ress Blue without swords . 

1200 Sightseeing pLrties which went to tJikko c.ncl Hnkone on 
SQtur~uy return to ship ~bout noon . 

1?00 Reception given by the Ne.val ~.ttc.che fo r Officers of 
,,.STORL_ anC:. 1..rnaricuns resiaent in Je.pnn . Cc: pte in anu 
10 to 14 officers : Uniforrc. : Unc..ress Blue without swords . 

24 ,;'.pri 1. ?-1on~ay. 
1000 j,.thletic exhibition in Count Okumc. tCemorif:.l Hall. This 

meeting will ~?&ture J~penese fencing , boxing , judo , etc ., 
c.n~ it is sponsore~ by c. combinc.tion of severr.l Tokyo 
org·nizttions. Count Ktneko will mcke c statement con 
veying the sentiments of the Jcpc.nese people an~ C~ptcin 
Turner will m£:.ke e briaf c..cknowledgement . Unc~ress Blue 
without sworl,S . 

;411 officers unC. men c re invitee: to attene. unj after the 
meeting the enlistee men will be entertrined ct lunch 
in e priv£te grrden . 

1200 Luncheon for c.11 c.vcilrble officers et the Tokyo Keiknn 
given by the Japan -1..mcricu Society . Unc1ress Blue without 
sworc.s. 

1830 Captc.in Turner anJ. 10 off ic0rs will be entertained ut 
L..innc:::r by the .n.rmy Vice rlinister E.n....1. the Vice Chief of 
the Lrmy General Staff ct the Shinkiroku . Civilicn 
clothes . 

25 ~pril . Tuesnay . 

1900 Dinner on board the ;._sTORIJ-. • 

2q i-J?f i_l. .Yleu.ne sue;y , 

0900 i'-STORL'. 1 PAv.es Y0kC1hn.mr:. frw .~hr.nghn i. 
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Appendix~ 

Bay end of . pier_ 
CONFIDENTIAL 

Guards 

~ 
0 Astoria 's 

comr.1.ander 

[g 

I 
I 

I 

0 Bearer 

I 

I 
I 

9 ashes 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I I 

I I 

I I 

I I .~ 
I I 

'( I 
I 

I 

' 

' 

I 

I 

I 

V 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

"' I 

I 
I , 

I --"r ,,, 
I .., cr'o O O O 0 

of 

Priests 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Receiving Cor~ itt ee 
and 

Surviving family 

o Foreign r,linister 
and 

Foreign Office officials 

o American Ambassador 
and 

staff 
o Officer acting for 

Naval Minister 
(Naval Vice r!inister) 

o Commander-i n- Chief , 
Iokosuka Haval Station 

and 
staff 

o consul General , Yo t·ohruna 

o Governor,Kana garra Prefecture 
ttnd 

Frefectural officials 

o Customn Director 
and 

customs officials 

o Commander, Japanese 
escort ship 

o Conu~ander, Japanese 
destroyer uivision 

o I.1ayor of Yokohama 

o Chairman, Chamber 
of 

Commerc9 

o Representative of 
American residents 
in Yokohama 

o Commander , Yokohama 
Genderri.erie 

Rela 
tives 

and 

others 

ohore end of pier 




