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CONFIDENTIAL

Tokyo, April 25, 1939.
No, 3843.

SUBJECT: RETURN OF ASUES OF AMBASSADOR SAITO TO JAPAN
BY THE U.S.S. ASTORIA.

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Washington.

With the departure from Yokohama today of U.S.S.
ASTORTIA which bore to Japan at the President's behest the
ashes of the late Japanese Ambassador Hiroshi Saito, the
story of this historic visit may now be made of vermanent
record. I use the word "historic™" advisedly, because,

whatever



& CONFIDENTIAL

whatever the intentions and exnectations of our Government
in meking this perhaps unprécedented gesture of courtesy to
Japan (unprecedented since Ambassador Saito was no longer in
office when he died on American soil), the effects of the
gesture will mark an important milestone in the record of
Japanese-American relations as initiating a new trend in

the attitude of the Japanese Government and people towards
the United States. This new trend may only gradually register
in a practical way but signs of the materiel effect of our
gesture are already evident as I have had occasion to point
out in various telegrams to the Department.

The Japanese are fundamentally & sentimental and
emotional peoPIe; their memories are long; they do not easily
forget causes of offense; they never forget gestures of friend-
ship, and it is certain that the wave of emotional but genuine
gratitude to the United States which has swept through this
country as a result of the ASTORIA's visit will remain per-
manently in the minds of the Japanese vneople no matter what
future difficulties may arise in the relations between our
two nations. It is not too much to anticipate that the feel-
ing thus created will be reflected, at least to some extent,
in the future attitude, policy and action of the Japanese
Government.

Throughout our handling of this situation I have had
constantly in mind the importance of taking no step which
might injure this feeling. I believe very strongly that we,
for our part, should rccognize the opportunities thus pre-
sented and, in spite of the fact that the balance of respon-

sibility
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to my surprise, attended the meeting. I did not know that
he would do so, and I myself did not attend as I wished to
avoid giving the meeting an official character. The Chief
of the Americen Bureau of the Foreign Office told me later
that Mr. Arita had decided at the last moment to attend and
had done so in spite of the former's advice to the contrary.
I have heard no adverse repercussions to my absence which
was generally attributed to my preoccupetion with an asudience
with the Emvneror and an early luncheon of the America-Japan
Society in the midst of other pressing duties.

But throughout all of our efforts to keep the reception
of the ASTORIA within reasonable bounds and to avoid anything
in the way of a national demonstration of a character which
might fail to accord with our own Covernmecnt's conception of
the purpose of the ASTORIA's visit and cause the American
people to feel that there had been a misinterpretation of our
country's act of courtesy, our expressed wishes werer generally
met, outside of the Foreign Office, with the rejoinder "When
in Rome......" and that we must avoid giving offense to the
Japanese people. My point that Japan was hardly in a proper
position to "take offense", that our gesture should be taken
in the spirit in which it was offered and that the American.
people would prefer to see Japan's appreciation cxpressed in
acts rather than in words, Tell generally on barren ground.
At any rate, so far as the net result in Japan of the past
nine days of reception and entcrtainment is concerned, I can
now for the first time draw a sign of relief since no dis-

cordant
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whose tour of duty in Tokyo is about to terminate. Their
clear perception and sound judgment were at all times of

solid assistance. I trust thaet a copy of this despatch may

be sent to the Navy Department in Washington and that my
comments cdneerning Captain Benis and Captain Turner may be
entered on their respective records. They deserve high credit.

Respectfully yours,

701 Joseph C. Grew,
JCG:C
Copy to Embassy, Peiping;

" A 5 Chungking;

" " (Consulete General, Shanghai,

Enclosures:

L. Delivery of the ashes of the late Ambassedor
Saito by Captein Turncr to Mr. Renzo Sawada,
Chairman of the Rcception Committee, Yokohama,
April 17, 1939.

2 Memorandum of conversation, the Americen Ambassa-
dor, Mr. Grow, with the Vice Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Mr. Sawadea, April 5, 1939.

3. Statement given out to the press by the Foreign Office
as "comment™ at the time of relcasc of the program of
entertainment during the stay of the U.S.S. ASTORIA,
April 10, 193¢,

4, Detailed schedule of visit of U.S.2. ASTORIA,
April 17 to 26, 1939.

B Copy of note no. 1250, dated April 14, 1939, from
the Amcrican Ambassador, Mr, Crew, to the Minister
for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Arita, requesting an audience
with the Emperor for Cantain Turner and Commender Theiss.

6. Copy of letter from the Grand Master of Cercmonies of
the Imperial Household, Viscount Matsudaira, to the
Americcn Ambassador, lMr., Grew, dated April 21, 1939,
stating that the audience requested has been granted.

Ve Copy of letter dated April 21, 1939, from the
fmerican Ambessador, Mr. Grew, to the Vice Minister
for Foreign Affeirs, Mr. Sawada, relating to the mess
meeting to be held on April 24, 1939.

8.









LIST OF TELEGRAMS BETWEEN THE DEFARTIENT AND THE EMBASSY
T TOKYO RELATING TO THE VISIT OF U.S.S. ASTORIA TO JAPAN
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From

Depertment, 60, March 14, 7 » m.
Department,’ 72, Merch 25, 4 p.m.
Embessy, 148, March 27, 2 p.m.
Department, 77, March 28, 6 p.m.
Embassy, 152, March 30, 10 a.m.
Embassy, 153, March 30, 11 a.m.
Embassy, 154, March 30, noon
Embassy, 155, March 30, 7 p.m.
Department, 78, March 31, 6 p.n.

Department, 81, April 3; 8 p.m.
Embassy, 168, April 86, 7 p.f.
Department, 86, April 6, 7 p.nm.
Department, 88, A»ril 8, midaight
Embessy, 171, Apvril 9, B v.m.
Embassy, 172, April 9, 3 n.m.
Denartment, 90, April 9, 1 n.nu.
Depertment, 95, April 15, Poaliie
Embassy, 180, April 15, D.m,
Embessy, 181, Aoril 18, Dolia

Embassy, 182, Anril 18,
Depertaent, 98, April 18,
Embessy, 187, April 20,
Embassy, 191, Appil 20.
Embassy, 192, April 20,
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Bay end of pier

Guards

o Foreign Minister
’ and

Foreign Office officials
o Astoria's
commnander o American Ambassador
and
o Bearer of staff
ashes o Officer acting for
l Naval Minister
. (Naval Vice Minister)
) o Commender-in-Chief,
' {okosuka Naval Station
: and
A staff
' o Consul General, Yokohama

\ o Governor,Xanagawa Prefecture

and

\ o Customs Director
\ and

\
v
|
]
| : \ Prefectural officials
|
I
]
y

i customs officials Rela
O % i Friests t?ves
o Commander, Japanese

Alte r

escort ship

o Commander, Japanese a
destroyer division az

others

o Chairman, Chamber
of
Commerce

o Representative of
American residents
; ; in Yokohama

1
\
{
|
|
| \
; T o Mayor of Yokohama
) 1
I
|
I
I
I
‘!

S o Commander, Yokohama
o o0 o000 Gendermerie

o Qe 9O o0

Receiving Committee
and
Surviving family

Shore end of pier






