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The Com�an A er i� battle usually makes his fecisions accord-

i!1�� to his 11t:1.ct of juc"::;rnent 11, as ever-changing situations con-

front him. T:1ene cha.11::_·i·.1.:; si tua ti ons are pr escnted generally 

as result of it:forn:J.tion. T:1is infori:iation is registered through 

several sources, n'Jtably re':)orts from ot:1ers and v!'..1at the Com-

m�nder hi�self aees �nd �ears. Fortun�te, i1d0c(, as well as 

unique, is t11e Co.:171�.nc'er who, blinded 1
.J:· trie usual maze of infor-

.:·.::..tion had in 1::iai:.r,:Le, i, c:1.113 ·::,o see the ·,,r .. xt.�i. and is .:1.l)le lilrn-

"1 ')eil, if ;?OSGeS38� �7 '.,hi::, lear:.er, is 0. •. tc::'i'l .. 1·1f:ta.ti0L rJ.� the 

Civine spark of ;enius. 

:t situation or fr·.)1 •:.r_.t';:1 a. atte.upt is :eCe \o deduce the truth. 

In the effort oi: ).J.rt of Co:·;1..1anders tc rt:A.t.::,. ;)ru1"'er clecisi-

ons as the rest'lt o� i:1forr,1ation or lac'.: (·f it ar.:; se··,.1 i:,},e :Jrime 

rec.1.li ties of tl1ei: f 1nctions of c'Jmmar•:l :i n ba·�tle. :q. :.A pro-

-- Jscd :1ere to re :ie 1
• S') .. JG of the realiticc of ·;·ar ii•. tl11s respect 

t:1J.t faced variou3 com.na:�c�ers at Jutlan(.l. 

The opero. t.L 0.,.13 at Jutland have be :sn pres en terl alct:3:.:.dy L1 a 

:'1 ese presentations :1ave fostered the L.lea t�rn.t d.ffing i:..he course 

::1· the action co:1siderc.1)le i�norance e:nste rJ. on t,he i:-:.i..rt of �he 

·t�leet Co.r1anc';ers a.nc' �heir subordinate.s E,s i:,) ""h..:1.·� �·,as 1:;oing on.

For e:m::1pl e, ',oth Ac1:;1irals Bea tty and .:r.:.:.ip.3r kr�e N J. it tl e or noth-

'i.:1 .... of the stren;;th of t1:e forces O:)?:)sGc:1 t0 t.he··1 until they made 

s. > ,ht contact ·s;itl1 e3.c:1 otl1er. Ad:-,1iral Beatty :1url no A. rlequate

'·.va.nce infor::1-.'.t�on of tbe ;)resence of the High Seas F:..eet before 

:�r> bu;711?ed i::'1t:,a it durin0 l1is battle with Admiral Hipper. 

Aiuin, Ad�iral Scheer was in complete ignorance of the fact 
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th3. t he was facin 3 -~he overv,helming force of tl1e entire Gr and 

Fleet . 

In view of t~ese ~nd many other exaLl~ les of failure as well 

as of succeos in obtainin~ and disseDinating inform a tion , it is 

t~ought th at an an:1lysis nf the battle froa the v i ew~o int of ac -

ti.on and 0.ccisi.Jn or }.?.cl~ of it , as result o f i_:1for:··1:1tion may 

prove interestin~ a~ ~ell ~s beneficial. 

Ju tl e..ncl, '--;2r1er:1.l :i.:,r s~ca!::ing , cone is tee o~ t,,;10 wel 1-known 

:-.1ajor phases, t~,e .. oa::.tle c.;ruiser act-i_m-. ...-tnd thP. ;roseecli:igs after 

DD .. rL1 :; these tw., sen'.ff2.l il12, ses the fol -

lowing outsta:1c 1 i·1 ~ ir:cirlrmts occurred 1p~_1en e:1rJ..:,· j_·1furmd.tion was 

vital : First, on ~he oc8asion of the m~eting of tho two battle 

cruiser forc es of ~~1ir3:;_s Beatty an~ Hi~~0r ; scco~d , on the 

a·,;-;Jroach of t:1e Ger;.12.n :F.::;h 3eas Fleet fro,:i t.18 so·u.thv.,ard durinc; 

the battle cru~ser ~ction ; third , on the &)~roach o: A1mi ral 

30od 1 s Third Battle Cr uise r Squadron fro~ the no rt ~P.2stward in 

:1is effo rt to r ei:ifo r cc tbe Battle Cr uiser Fl ee t; :•;u r·':.h, e.s the 

Gr e.nci Fleet et;nro..1cl1ed dur in g t11e run:-!L13 fi:::;:1-lt of ~l1c bu. ttle 

cruisers to the ~~rthwa r d ; fifth, during the t wo well -reco gn ized 

intervals \'!hen t:1e Germu.n Fleet a_.-:iparentl:: -:1isc1._,:2c.lrec1 from the 

c.if the i',1ove::10nts Jf th 8 :a gh Seas Fleet and in 1 oc"'. ting and attack -

i,~ the enemy , o~ the ·Ja rt of the Gerrn1n J.i~~t forces . 

Ui · e of the t,-·o Fl..:<'' ts "or the pur po se of [.~a ii:1i21g e...,.rly inf orr.1a-

tl~n were sa oe~h~t di[fe r c, t. The Ger~a~s usod their li ght for -

ces in a circular for~ation; the Dritish in a scrJeninz or scou t-

in~ line, or line~, in aeva~c e and general ly et ri~ht angles to 

the c.irecti on of '.:l.dva11cc or assumed directi·m of t.:.e enemy . Alto -

r_:ethe r the Dri ti sh em:Jl 'yed 27 li ,;h t a.1a ar,i1o re d cruisers for 

t~is purpose at J u tl and ; the Germ a ns, 11 li gh t cruisers . Admiral 
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~>att y's battle cruisers '."iere designated as a 3e·:~arate "fleet", 

o. l tl1ough the C')nuander- L.-1-Chief laid down qu ite r.~i s tinctly in 

>is battle order" that the batt le-cruJ.sers were a "scouting 

force" . Ne,,·ertl cless this (es ic;na.tion of the battle cruisers 

as a se;iar2,te "fleet" •.:voulC:. seem tacitly to im,)ly tl1e idea 

of a fightin~ 11fleet 11 , :listi!lc t from the m;:,.in. ncly of the 

Grand Fleet Droner . It is thought this d:3::;isn•.tio:'.1 was an 

.unfo rtunate one . A scrt of dual role is recoo;n5-zed , even 

t;1ouc;h pert.a.:rs t1ista.J·enly so , nai:rnly, - a s:;1art fast fighting 

11.f:'leet " desi 0nated by tl1e Admi ralty 2.nd a ttsconttnz force" of 

and within the Grand Fle3t as laid down by the Com~ander-in-

C'1i ef . On t:1e con tr".ry , \dr:1ire1.l Hipper' s battle cru::.s er s y1ere 

c'cesicnated 11Scoutin:; Dl-vi.sion I", v:~1ich loa-:es 15.ttle conjecture 

as to their intended sajor mission . 

To ta~e uo the firsi o;~ortunity ,resentef to both sides to 

o'Jtain , re:rnrt c.nd act U;1::m earl:,· e~1e;·:1y in:or_;i-,_tion , it will be 

re :1e,:11Jerec1. tha·~ A-5.;-iiro.l ·3eatty , stear;-1tn3 to the cast.,we.rC:. with 

sLc battle cr 1 1.Lsers e .. nd fou r QUEEN ELIZAB.LCTH1 S :.n the eo.rly 

afternoon of :~y 30 , 191S, reached the vicinity of a po int des-

i ,.~nated b:r t:1e Co;,uw.nder - in-Chief, and a.t 2 :15 :,.iil., cl1a:nged 

course to the tl ')rthw ,'rC. i'.1 obedience to 01·d.ers to effect junc-

tion with t:1e tiaiD Bo6y , clistant sor.1e G5 niles. At al:nost this 

exact moment ~~e first contact was made. Figure I Gives a gen-

eral idea of the situation a.t this time . (In ser t Fig. I). 

It will ~e observeJ that Admi ral 3eutty 's sco~ting line, or 

screen , consisted of three squadrons of light cruisers (First, 

Third , and SGcond , in this order f rom the Nor~h) - 12 ships in 

s~.x pairs e::tenc..~i:nc; at inter7a ls of fi7e milGs , ei. _;l1t miles in 

a ,_,_vance of the :.:;,1ttle cruisers . One li:~ht crui.ser of the center 

r,2d.r, t:1e YARI!GUTH, vns in ~;osition aboJ.t half way be t ween the 

~attle cruisers ~nd the scouting line qs visual-si3nel linking 
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nl1ip. Admiral ~-Iir-::ier l:.ad e1.vailal~le only five li :~ht cruisers 

1:J'1ich were c1 is· , osed a.head in a sem i- circ le, r adit1.s a'.)ou t eight 

:Jiles f ro :1 the battle cruiser s, Facl1 Cerli1an cruiser in the 

scouting line we.s acco ':1:)anied by several c1.cstro:rers . There were 

:.·10 destroyers on t :1e "rit::.sh scoutinG li 11e ; later, '1or•ever, in 

Au:.:;ust 1916, 1.ftcr the loss of tv!O li ':ht cr:.1.isers as result of a 

submarine trap , At~irnl Jellicoe consi d ere ~ their presen ce essen -

tial and i s sued instr u cttons accordin c ly . 

At the ::10.:1ent -\,1·:ir J.l Bea tty or0 .ered the ch :::.nc;e of course to 

··.> e ;.1.orthw:1rd , t;:1e atte 01tior.. of the GALATEA, in tl'.e ~)ort wing 

~·ositio11. oI t:1e British li c;J:-,t cruiser screen, was dru.1.'m by "a 

steamer bearin : south 72° east , about 12 ~iles , blowinc off steam, 

s nd the :-nasts c..t1c' tv,o fun'1els of a war vessel were made out in 

her vicinity". W1ile ~11 othe r vesse:s of Admiral 9eatty's force 

turnec 1 to the :1orthward the GALA TEA and l1er mate , the PHAETON, 

closed this contact at hi :.)1 spee(~ , followed shortly by the IN-

CONSTANT and the C:ORDELIA, tl1e next pc:..ir . It was t:ien found that 

t·,r.10 Ger man tes ~r--)yers ~iad stopped the otear:1er and that a hostile 

squadron of cruisers and destroye rs were a little to the north-

eastward , "ap ) a.rentl:., steaminz in various Cirec ·i:,ions , which 

:·,1ade it difficult to se~1d an adeoua t e r e"lo r t ". 

On the Ger,1 a n s i cle what actual l y ho.JF>ene d 1·1as that the 

ELBING, the v1estermwst scout, si;_,;hted the Danish Freigh ter 

"U. FJOR D" to the westv1ard . The ciest r oyers acco; ·.1panying the 

ELBING, tl1e B- 109 and B-l J.O, vrnre dispatched by G3.)tain Madlung 

of the ELBING t o boo.re~. t '.1is frei ghter . Tl1e actual contact and 

enemy movement re· ·)Orts :-:1ade are shown in Table I to accompa ny the 

:~)ictu re of t~1e contact as C.r awn in Fic;ure I. 

The six si;Jnals in t:·1is taole indicate L1 chronological 

orcler t:,he ini tj_al contact vac;u e enem~r i:10ver.1e:1.t reports made by 

the Brit is h GALATEA and the Ge rman B-109. Twenty r,1i nutes after 
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C')ntact V1ere "-.r2s still a:1')i";uity on 'Jot'1 s i des c:.s to enemy char -

c.cte r . T'1e Brit i.s h eri'onool:sly reporte c: enei;1y cruisers; the 

Gerr:mn s so far a r e :-1ore co:-1serv-.""'.tive. Tnere v1,1-s ,)res ented to 

Co.:imodor e SL1cl a ir in the GALATEA a s i t ,la ti on i rno:t vin£ the duty 

t'J re i-'ort intellic;entl~- the iTes en ce of "scattered. " enemy cruis -

ers and d estr o-'ers . T:1e fo r ::n la for such a re :)Ort evj_dently was 

-., ,,,... .L 
l.. ) L, furnished or aJ~are~t; the co· ,1mo(ore found it 0 d ifficul t to 

send an adequate r e'lo rt 11 • The re -::iorts of cruisers at 1420 and 

1430 refer err·):.eously to the Destroyers B- 109 and B- 110 ; the 

0V1e r scatterec' e .. 10:·.1y forces are not mentioned . German p r actice 

L1 ::irovidL "l2; L1 t~'J.eir f or;:rnla "sea ttere ( forces II under the cir cum-

stai.1 ces of uncertainty ( vac;uo re :[)orts) an·,ears to eliminate ear l y 

gu esswork . 

These reports re su lt ed very naturally in the ~eGinning of a 

cene ral concentration of all forces on ~oth sides toward the point 

of contact . Admir al Je"_licoe who , it -vill be o'.-1served , inter -

ce::ited the GALATEA' s r adio s , ordered ete_i::1 raised in t:1e :.Iain 

Soty for f u ll speed . Tlle1· e is no inc ic~ ti on that _.._c1miral Schee r 

•:-
1 i th the 8-ermai.1 ~D.1in :Sody L-1tercepted any of tt1e B- 109 repo r ts . 

The GALATEA and PHAETO:J c·mtinued t o clo Ge the conta c t at 

h igh speec1. . T!::e ~LBING- had sishted s::1.oke to V.:1e westward beyond 

t~1e ce str oye rs anc1- t:1e "U. FJORD ", and was steamin_3 toward this 

s::10~rn and c los inc· her t·.r10 dest r oyers at full speed . Table I I 

s~1ov1s informati on .'.)f t~1e enemy sent by both sid e s , subseq u en t to 

the original r ep0 rts . 

It is seen t~1at tho ELBING ' s first contact r e) ort likewise 

w2..s erroneous i:-i ,1isto. \:tns 1.n enemy li ';;ht cruise r for a ba t t l e 

cr ui se r and so re:portini:: . However , this part~_cula r mistake had 

little bearinc; on evEnts as the report we.snot rec e ived as sent . 

It is interestiil3 as r evea ling a tendency to jump to conc l usions 

01 the ;_Jart of co .:1mande rs of li~ht cruisers on both sides . The EL-

BING ' s :ness:-i. i;e v:as mi s r ead by Adc1iral Boco.icl-~er in the FRANKFURT 

an d by Admiral Hipper in the LUTZOW, to ii1dicate that app ro x i mat ely 

25 battleships haJ been si ght ed . Admiral Boedicka r immed i a t ely 
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directed a concentration of his scouting Division II to the West -

ward abandoninc; further ope r ations to the Northvmrd . The mis re ad -

ing of the ELBING' s report ::1.lso caused Admiral Hipper to tu r n his 

battle cruisers sharply to the southward (from WSW to SSW) to 

present broadside fire to the reported enemy battleships which he 

was further led to belie11e, from the nu:-aber of splashes observed 

around the ELBING (13 miles to the Eastward) were not far away . 

The GALATEA soon d.iscovered her own mistake and corrected 

her first re~Jort to read "Destroyers II instead of "Cruisers 11, and 

almost simultaneously, as sight contact was made with the ELBING 

rushing to the sup,ort of the B- 109 and B- 110 , she made a correct 

report of this Ger~an cruiser giving own D. R. ~osition . 

Note should ~e made that Admiral Hipper in the LUTZOW made 

two reports to the Commander - in - Chief in the ;Jain Body 57 miles 

to the Southward, of the presence of tlle ene:i1y and his own posi -

tion . The first was ori8inated (2 : 27 p . m.) before receipt of the 

ELBING' s garbled rnessace in regard to a large number of battle -

ships; the second was sent as result of the misinformation had 

from the ELBING a~1.d stated si:nply the position of the Battle 

Cruisers on the new southerly course . Admiral Hipper refrained 

from passing on to his Conmander - in - Chief the intelligence had 

from the ELBING of the lJresence of enemy battleshi:'.)s . His reasons 

for doinB so are ~0t known but it may be assumed that he desired 

confirmation before acquainting his chief with the a tartling 

news . No s iiili lar r eDor ts were made fr O'.i1 Admira 1 Beatty to Ad-

li1iral Jellico e Wi10 , however , through i:::-it ere ept ed mes sages , was 

perhaps as fully informed of enemy forces as Admiral Beatty him -

self at this time . 

The foregoing sets forth the nebulous and erroneous ideas 

still had by nearly all concerned one half hour after the first 
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contacts . The stirring events ryhich follow demonstrate that 

~ractically until action was joined between Admirals Hipper and 

Beatty, no one really knew the situation, although it would ap -

pear ample oprortunity was presented to obtain definite info r ma; 

tion. The course of events may be followed in detail by analy -

sis of the dispa.tch.es contained in Table III, together with the 

actual movements made. 

Com~unications (Table III) from 1439 to 1526 cover a period 

of about three-quarters of an hour from the moment Commodore 

Si::1.clair in tha GALATEA was aware of the probable presence of 

stronr; enemy forces, beca'J.se of a "large amount of smoke as 

though from o. fJ.Get bearL.1.g E.N . E. ", to the i:10ment :-\dmirals 

Bea tty and Hip)er actl:ally sighted each other . During this per -

j_od neither Co,iJ:13.l'"\der kne·.v v•i th any d.e<..;,r·ee of certainty the com-

9osition of the forces op,osed to him; they were both left to 

find out for the~selves . No German liGht cruiser had even so 

much as sighted the i3ritish Battle Cruisers; AdE1iral Hipper had 

no intimation of their presence until he saw them himself. Fur -

thermore , Admiral Hipper knew nothing until later of the presence 

of Admiral Evan-Tl1.o:nas in the four QUEEN ELIZABETH's . Admiral 

Bea tty was perhaps more fortunate in getting earlier, if vague, 

news that the enemy in force was in the vicinity seemingly seven 

ships or, 11seve;,1 colur:ms of ships" . Clearly it had to 'Je deter -

mined what ·t:.11is s;7101'::e covered and the whole course of Admiral 

Beatty ' s procefure durin~ this period was result of decision to 

that end. But so far as beint:; assisted in driving into the un -

known, his li:;ht cruisers failed l1im. 1'Jhat actuall:, happened 

was this: t:1e GALATEA, was closing together with the PHAETON, 

to develop the c o:1tact vii th two German des tr ayers a.nd the ELBING. 

0:1.e ininute only after re;)orting tl1e ELBING, Co1711:10dore Sinclair 
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sighted the large ,3.mount of smoke on the 11or i :3on behind the EL-

BING . The Commoc"ore closeo for four minutes more and then with 

the PHAETON turned. away under fire to a northwesterly course. 

Comnotore Sinclair explains his decision as follows:-

"Proceede 1l to the Northwest in extend.ed order , 

keepi~g just out of gun r ange (he Tias ~it by the 

ELBING at lS , 50:J yards), the Vice Ac':i!iral command -

ing Battle Cruiser Fleet , who was to the W,s.w. about 

15 miles , l1avin:.; signalled that :1e was stee r ing east, 

and it was '.1.oped 'oy drawing the enemy N. W., the bat-

tle cruisers would be able to get in between them, 

but shortly ,3.fter the battle cruisers were seen in 

action wit~ the enemy ' s he~vy ships" . 

(Note: 1fhrds in parentheses are inserted) . 

It is not the ;ur~,oue to criticize Co:ii:aric1.ore Sinclair's de -

cision, particularly becRuse of luck of knowle~ce of the Commodore ' s 

-precise instructi·-:i~1s . Admiral Bea tty in his report dated 12 June 

1916, does not :nention this )rocedure of the GALATEA which even -

tually drev all eir:;ht cruisers of the First n.11d Third Light Cruise r 

Squadrons away instead of toward the enemy, but states erroneously 

that 

" ...•. . tl1e Firs·~ and Third. Light Cruiser Squadr0ns 

.... .... spread to the Ee.st 11, 

and further that 

" ...... the work of the li3ht cruiser squadrons was 

excellent a;_1d of great value". 

It may be sts.ted •::ithout hesitation that the turn - away or re -

coil from the enemy at 1440 of Coi".11nodor·e Sinclair was conspicuously 

contrary to scouting doctrine . The "excellence" a.nd "great value " 

of the wor!: of t;1e GALATEA and t:10 seven li:3:1.t cruisers v1hich fol -

lnwed her , and discovered themselves some 20 rni),cs to the Westward 

of Admiral Hipper wheu he opened fire on the British battle cruisers 
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vrill be found , if c.t [.;.lJ., i n the i r compl icm c o ·.7i th r. doctrine or 

not c oncerned ~ith scoutinc. 

Figure II Gi vos ct gonorr:l idoc. of the si tu2.tion o.t c.bout 3 : 25 

p . r:1. nhen ..:'.1.c1nirc..ls Hipper o.nd Bea.tty defin i te l y recognized ench 

other . ConpC'.ri son of this Figure rri th J!'igure I mc..kes it appeo.r 

that e i Bht Brit i sh licht cruisers fron positions ~v ernging rrell i n 

nd.vc.nce of :,.clmirc,l Be::tty 11ere forced off in the course of en ho ur 

by three Germr~n light cruisers . In o.J.l fo.irness it must be stnted 

o.lso thc.t in follo 1::ing the First and Third Light Cruiser Squa.drons , 

the three Gerr:r,n cru i sers 11ere denied inforno..tion of the Brit i sh 

strong forces present . This psssibili ty , hov1ever , probc.bly 1,0.s 

not a fc~ctor co:'..1sidered by Cormnodore Sinclc..ir in r..c:.king his deci -

sion . Figure II Llso chows the posi ti01~s of the four remaining 

cruisers of the Second Light Cru i ser Squcdron . The NOTTINGHJ~ a.nd 

DUBLIN remninod close to tho LI ON, the li'lc.;ship of J,.dJ:1.irc.l Beo. tty , 

so thn t tho NOTTIHGH.'J\~' S Despc..t ch ( 1 524) rGportin{; five col urns of 

sr.ioke wo.s no nerrs to l.1.dmirnl Bon tty , rrho could soc fror.1 tho LION 

oven bettor than Cc.ptc.in Miller on tho bridge of the NOTTINGHJ-JvI. 

From tho v i e·:rpoint ontiroly of scouting doctrine it o.ppeurs 

that tho GL.L.!1.TE.A cloo.r l y should ho.vo continued to clo so tho ELBING , 

chnnging course o.t onco to tho E. N. E .' d to develop thu lo.rgo smoke 

contact . Tho Gor~nn battle cru i sers , ~s ~ nuttor of fact nt this 

time , uoro themselves on l y 16 mil os distant , having turned to tho 

southno.rd o.nd i1ost,::c.rd , c.nd noro approc..ching tho G:..L.:_TE! ... . '.J.t high 

speed . 

Ho.d Cor.rr.1odoro Sinclair olo ct od to dri vo in , ho rrould ho.vo 

found himself i7i th tho PHli.ETON i n eight or nine minutes obse r ving 

tho Gormo.n be. ttle crui sors c. t a comf ortc.blo di stnnce; o.nd busi l y on -

g~god in close action uith tho ELBING , o.nd ongngod Qlso nith tho 

P ILL.AU and FRli.NKFURT c.t o.pproxinc.to l y 11 , 000 yards . Su ch an 
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agg r essive decision very like l y would have resulted in seve r e 

damage to the ELBING . The GALA TEA and PHAETON su r ely wer e a 

match for the ap ::,roaching P I LLAU and FRAN1(FURT , if a nea r er ap -

proach was found advisalJle , and be si des , the IN CONSTANT an d 

CORDELIA were rushing to the suppo r t , conceivably finishing off 

the ELBING and puttinG out of action a destroyer or so en r oute . 

It is thought that these British l i ght cruise r s should have 

pushed on until driven off by surerior forces . The above hind -

sight picture of what might have happened seems to indica t e tha t 

the First Light Cruiser Squadron could have determined the com-

position and movements of Admiral Hipper's Division without much 

difficulty . Coramodore Sinclai r, however , says that he conceived 

of the idea of drawint:s the enemy , whatever he was, - and he was 

not sure it was an enemy , - to the northwestward, relying on his 

aggressive Chief to push on and discover for himself what should 

have been discovered for him . The Conmodore kept Admi r al Beatty 

advised as to tl-1e ap:Jarent movements of the unknovm enemy 11Fleet 11, 

but he forced Admiral Beatty to take grave and unnecessary risks 

in being compelled to devel op t his contact with his own strong 

forces . It is very probable that Admiral Beatty considered tha t 

he was fully warranted in closing because of a feeling of assurance 

that he would be able to cope with any force of the enemy from 

which he could not escape . At least it may be said that his move -

;:1ents throu ;1hout the ap , roach , dictated as they were by the vague -

~ess of Co@Qodore Sinclair and his own spirit of aggression , 

showed no hesitation which mi~ht be laid to embar r assmen t because 

of ignorance of the ene~y force . He drove in always after or to 

:·1eao. off that 11sinoke 11• It is fortunate he discovered only Admiral 

Hi?per . The situation might have been exceedingly critica l had 

be missed the ene~y heavy scouting division passing it to the 

Southward, and had bumpec~ up against the High Sea.s Fleet instead , 

as he did later . Had this happened, it is conceivable that Admi r al 
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Beatty ' s entire force micht have been crushed between the t wo 

fires of the German t~in Body and the German battle cruisers . 

As for the Ger~ans during this period , an examination of the 

s i'i1essaces in Table III develops that tl1e ELBING' s erroneous r e -

port as drafted of enemy "battle cruisers " (received as 24 or 

26 battleships) was degarbl ed by the FRANKF'URT which now repo rt ed 

that there were no battle cruisers vresent but instead tha t on l y 

fou r light cruisers were in sight . This repo r t from Admi r al Boe -

dicker also eased the situation with respect to the erroneous 

renort which gave the impression that the enti r e Br itish Grand 

Fleet ~as present . 

AdLliral Hipper thus relieved of the possibility of a su r p r ise 

engagement with the Grand Fleet , now still in total igno r ance of 

Admiral Beatty ' s presence , felt free to s1pport his light cruis -

ers which were engaged with an ever - increasing numbe r of enemy 

light fo r ces to the northwestwa r d . Acco;-dingly , Admiral Hippe r 

changed course from the southwestward to the Northwestwa r d at 

high speed in pursuit , reporting to his Commander - in - Chi e f t ha t 

only fou r enemy licht cruisers were in sight after all . Th i s 

pursuit continued for about 35 minutes , durins which time Admira l s 

Schee r and Hi]per frequently exchanged position reports , when 

Admiral Hipper hi~self suddenly saw the Br itish battle c r uisers 

driving in from the Southwestward . Admiral Hipper ' s next s i gnal 

(1526 ) is fully indicative of the failure of his light forces in 

that it becomes necessary for him to notify his own scouts of the 

presence of 11strong enemy forces ". Figure II shows t h i s s i tuat i on . 

Thus it would appear at this stage of the Battle of Ju tl and 

that light cruisers had not justified thei r existence as scouting 

forces . On the German side this ls true in furthe r conside r ation 

of the fact that Admiral Hippe r was willing tp accept battle with 

Adr1iral Beatty , five aso.inst six , even on a northerly cou r se away 

from his Mn.in Body . It is possiblo that he woul.d not have 
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accepted battle had he knorm that the Br:..tish battle cruisers 

were supported by the Fifth Battle Squadron ~hich he did not see 

until after action vras joined . Admiral Thpper, while on a north -

erly course after siGhting the British Battle Cruisers did actu -

ally order fire distribution from the RIG:FiT, ready at any moment 

to engage , and only turned to form his battle line on a southerly 

C('lurse , ordering a redistribution of fire from. the LEFT, in reply 

to an apparently sir.1ilar southerly move on the part of Admiral 

Beatty. 

It now becomes both AdL1iral Beatty and Hipper to assume the 

roles of Co::nmanders of major scouting forces in action . The urgen -

cy for this procedure is more apparent for Admiral Hipper than for 

Admiral Beatty as tho latter is being drawn toward the German Main 

Body . To Admiral Hi,per now this battle is largely preliminary to 

delivering Admir~l Bo~tty over to Admiral Scheer in order that he 

may finish the business; to Admiral Beatty, on the contrary at 

this stage, there is no prospect that Admiral .Jellicoe will be en -

gaged. The business so far as he can judge at this time is onl y 

between Admiral Hipper and himself with his Commander - in - Chief 

being left far behind . 

Criticism has beon leveled at Admiral Beatty for not so dispos -

ing his forces as to permit all of tho hoavy forces , including the 

Fifth Battle S~uadron , to engage simultaneously . It must be 

romG1nberod in this connection that the Q,UEEN ELIZABETHs consti -

tutod a temporary support for tho Battle Crui:zors for tho purpose 

of unforeseen ovontuclitios in view of tho detachment of the 

3 B .c . S . They woro slm1or ships and could not be oxpoctod to 

maintain station in a battle cruiser bottle lino . Tho battle 

cruisers under Admiral Beatty wore habitu~lly maintained in su -

porior numbers to tho onony battle cruisers . The cormnand was 

vostod by tho Commandor - in - Chiof in Admiral Beatty , not in Ad-

miral Evan - Thomas; tho battle cruisers wore rogo.rdod as tho main 

fighting force of this dotnchmont . Had tho Fifth Bnttlo Squadron 
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boon tho mnin body ct this force with tho officer in tactical 

command in tho B.AR!{Al.1, '.~ri th tho Bo.ttlo Cruiso::-s si:np ly a subor-

dinuto fa.st winf; , then it is possible ovonts mirht hc.vo to.kon o. 

different turn . But criticcl ano. ly sis so8ms tc rovoo.l thc.t ev en 

under th0sc cirsu::~stc,ncos , vri th the Senior .b.d-r:1i:·al in tho bc.ttlo-

ships , th r_, b::..t-':;lc c::.·uiso:i.· procedure in -:111 pr,)l-i;__,_bili ~:;r would ho.vc 

been very Huch tl :, :::;r•.uo. 

Roforonco o.g:_in to Figure I shows tho.t l.ci:ni1·c-.l Evo.n - Thomas wns 

plccod On tho Jro,or ~oarin~ as n SUDport ir the cruising disposi -

tion. It is true tho10 ~~pea rs to bo no rocso~ for the Fift h 

Battle Squo.dron oric ~inc.lly being plo.c oc. so d.ist~ ,nt , six miles 

c..v10.y from tho :probc.blc di:::-oc tion of throe. t from tho enemy . Tho 

m~r e f net thc.t tl10 sc bo. ttloships wore .slo-.7or thr,n tho be.. ttlo cruj_~ -

ors, concoi vc.bly shoulcl h£:.vo led the Vic.J -.Aci.1;,ir,:,.l to keep them 

nonrer his f~st shi~s . However , thoro can be no reason for fall-

ing be.ck on c. su::iport unless conf'rontod by GUp'.Jrior :C'orcos . 

Admir c l Boe.tty ·7c.E: not conf1·onted by supo~:'j_or forces . It Qppon.rs 

that he uas perfectly justified as a heavy scouting force in driv-

ing in o.hoo.d of his slow3r support to dovelop the contact , ospoc -

i c lly as his Third nnd First Light Cruis 3r SQuQdrons had fo.ilcd 

him . Ho.ving d0velo:9od. o. contc.ct with vrhc.t nppc::.rcd to h i m docid -

e dly info:;:-ior forces but whoso speed v ery l ikely precl u ded o.nyono 

'ou t himself from cng:::.gi ng , ho so~ms o.cnin to hc.vo boon thoroughly 

justified in his decision to ongngo o.t once . Othorwiso thoro 

would hc.vo boon no b1:.. ttlc . Admirc.l Hipper carte.inly would he. vo 

rofusod 0-cticn Cl.'.)::..inst both Admircls Ber.tty n1d Evnn -T homa.s; un-

doubtodly ho vroulcl liko,:1iso hc.vo rofusod o.ction hc..d Admirnl Hood 

ins too.d of Ad1:1ir--.l Evo.n-Thomc.s boon pr es on t. 

Adnirc~l Boo.tty ' s doci.sior- docs not c.p:po:-ir to hcvo been ono po-

cul i o.rly chc.r -:-.ct ·;:cistic of himself , but, on tho con tro.ry, [\ dG-

cision thc.t 0;1ould ho.vo boon 1:1c.do )rob:1bly by cny Admiro. l on tho 

spot . No 0110 1,-rill deny the.. t it "roul d h1:.vo ·ocon oxcooding ly fortu-
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no.tc for th0 British hc.1d thoy boon c..blr:; or pormittud to o..rre1.y ~t 

onco the nine: or tho ton cc.1)itc.l ships r:,gc.in:1"..; tJ.10 fivo Gc.;rm:,,.ns. 

Thoro is no roe.son to su;,pos o the. t Ad..mi:tr~l Hi:!)por could not a.nd 

would not hn..v o c.void.od .such ct combinntion c.5::,2.inst him. .Evon hcd. 

Commodore Sinclc.ir dovolopo d this c ontc,c t info:rmin{~ Ld:mirc.l Bor·.t ty 

the oxc..ct co~:1.posi tion of tho enemy , Ldmirc.l Boc,tty ,:iould hc,vo boon 

equally justified in ongccing ct onco without thou~ht of fo.lling 

be.ck on his support . 

Tho bQttlo stc.rtod under condit i ors dccidodly unfc..vorQblc to 

Admira.l Bontty . Ho lost sovcr2.l opportunities of lotting tho 

Fifth Bo.ttlc Squo.dron close his bc.ttlo cruisers thus bringing them. 

into tho c.ction much cc..rlior . Tho Germ:::ms opened fire n.t comp'lr2.-

tivoly short rc:.ngos while tho British vrnro in tho mid.st of 0.:.1 cvo -

lution . Tho Gcrmo..ns ~era permitted to close to those fnvorcblo 

ranges la.rgoly duo to inferior Br i tish opt i cnl instruuonts . Thus 

Admiral BcQtty , thinking ho was stil l out of r~ncc,did not take 

a.dvnnta.gc of tho possibilities of his heavier guns; ho did not open 

f iro for some t imo a.f tor tho Gor:;::1c.ns O.Ed thon r.1os t 01' his sn.l vos 

wore well over. Furthermore tho British fire distribution uns not 

understood in some of tho British ships ; tho DEHFLHTGER rms not 

fired upon c.t ull for some ten rdnutcs . 0110 cr:.uso of fire distri -

bution not being rocoivod or understood appoQrs to have been a do -

cidcd la.xi ty on pa.rt of' Aclmir'J.l Boci.tty ' s signnl st,-::.ff in not cor.iply~ 

i ng rri th tho Cormnnndor - in - Chiof ' s (k:l..11irnl Jcllicoc) Bnttlo Instruc-

tions that uhcn in prosoncc of tho onomy nl l sicn~ls wore to bo 

no.do by flcgs , searchl i ghts a.nd ra.dio . This lnxity contributed very 

lnrgely to tho fo.ilurc of tho Fifth Battle Squaclron to close up be-

fore tho bo.ttlo cru i sers bocr'-ino cngo.god c.nd furthormoro , lo.tor on , ~s 

vrill be soon , brought tho so so.me; battleships under the ho'"'.v~? fire of 

tho High Sons Float o.nd very nocr l y lod to dis~stor .Admirnl Bc~tty 

must should.orhuch of tho bl2.i~1G for pormi tting tr.o G01·mc.ns to csot 
~ 

tho jump on him . This contributed vri thout doubt CJ!lOll(. other moru i:::1-
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portant factors to the loss of the 11LJDEFATIGABLE " and " QUEEN 

r~L:\RY". After the loss of these two ships , the idea may have 

crossed the Vice - Admiral ' s mind to retire on his support ; he 

would have been entirely justified in doing so, but there is no 

indication that such an idea ever occurred to him. AdrniP~l Hi p -

per was willing to engage 5 against 6; why should Admiral Beatty 

not he willing to continue 4 ag~inst 5? Later, when Admira l 

Beatty crashed against the High Seas Fleet, there was natura~ly 

no hesitation in first falling back on his immediate support , 

and with his entire force back on the ultimate support of the 

tiain Body. 

A careful review of the signals and messages in Table IV re -

veals the states of mind of both Admirals Beatty and Hipper as 

previously sug7ested in the roles of Comraanders of Major Scouting 

Forces, and tells a story of renewed inadequacy of early enemy 

information. Exchange of exact information as between Admirals 

Hipper and Scheer is essential as they are about to effect a junc -

tion . During the hour in which the Battle Cruisers fought it out 

while rushing to the Southward, Admiral Hipper w~s so occupied 

with the business in hand that he sent only one position and ac -

tion report to his Commander - in-Chief. It was, however, very 

complete and exact. This was drafted at 3:48 p.m . , sent six min -

utes later, at the precise moment he hauled down the signal , 

11Comiience firing". In reply the Comma:1der - in - Chi ef, a few min -

utes later, fully advised Admiral Hipper of his position and move -

ments. Thereafter , the Commander-in-Chief knew practically noth -

ing of what was going on until he actually sighted the battle 

cruise r s with his own eyes almost ahead. It should be noted that 

no light cruisers preceded Admiral Hipper to the southward; it 

was found necessary to leave them far ~Jehind, except the REGENSBUl{C 
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which was busily engaged supporting the destroyer attack and the 

'IIESB ADEN which W8.S making all speed possible to reach the van. 

In the meantime , Admiral Schee r, 57 miles to the sou t hward, 

upon receipt of Adrairal Hippe r 1 s dispatch (15:34 ) , knowing noth -

ing as yet of the presence of the fou r QUEEN ELIZABETHs, decided 

to head his fleet to the Westward in order that Admiral Beatty 

might be caught between two fires , from himself and the battle 

cruisers. He did actually head to the ·,vestward to carry out 

this idea, but resumed the Northerly course at high speed to 

join his battle cruisers with all dispatch when advised by the 

FnA:Nl{FURT ( 1620 , at the ri1oment the QUEEN ~.!ARY was sinl<ing) that 

the British 2d Battle Squadron of five ships was supporting Ad-

miral Beatty (actually the four British ~UEEN ELIZABETHS) . Not -

withstanding the errors in this report , the type of vessel re-

ported was correct. The report was indeed a valuable one. 

Furthermor:e, Ad1;1iral Scheer 1 s farthest advanced scout, the 

STETTIN, naturally the first to make contact with the enemy rush

ing to the Southward, erroneously reported first (1628) , gunfire 

four miles away (actually about 10 ), and second, (1636), that 

Admiral Boedicker 1 s Scouting Division II was in sight ahead , 

when what he saw was actually the enemy 2d Light Cruiser Squad-

ran. At the time of this report Scouting Division II was 25 

miles distant, Scouting Division I was 16 miles distant , and the 

2d Light Cruiser Squadron 8 miles distant from the STETTIN. 

This misinformation although apparently immaterial to the Com-

mander-in-Chief whose course of action was olear , could not be 

other than confusing to an Admiral and his staff who wanted 

exact information then if ever they wanted it in their lives. 

Thus, again, on the German side the light cruisers at this 

particular phase, except for the FRANKFU:1.T, were of little or 

no use to either Admirals Scheer or Hipper ; in fact, both Ad~ 
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mirals were "forced to rely on t!1eir own observations for an es-

timate of the situation''· Admiral Scheer now ordered all his own 

light cruisers to the rear, in order to have light forces on both 

flanks, inasmuch as Scouting Divisions I and II were cEhead. 

On the British side Commodore Goodenoug:1 in the SOUTHAMPTON 

ordered (15:55) the cruisers of his 2d Squadron to spread out 

ahead o~ the LION on a sc~uting line. This line was maintained 

about . 6000 yards in advance of Admiral Beatty. VVhile ~n this 

line - the Commodore himself, sighted a ship on the port bow which 

was challenged and recognized a little later and reported (16:30) 

as an enemy cruiser. This was the STETTIN (not the ROSTOCK as 

sometimes stated) who made simultaneously the report previously 

mentioned, of sighting what he thought was the German Scouting 

Division II. Commodore Goodenough, who was not pa:rty to the ear-

lier general retirement of Admiral Beatty•s light cruisers, and 

fully imbued with the spirit and doctrine of scouting, drove in 

toward the enemy, forcing back the screen he had observed. Eight 

minutes later he made sight contact with, developed and reported 

(16:38 Urgent Priority), the enemy High Seas Fleet steering North. 

A certain analogy is noted here with what would have occurred had 

Commodore Sinclair previously done likewise. At the same moment, 

the CHAMPION, also well ahead of the LION with the 13th Destroyer 

Flotilla, and about to support a destroyer attack, reported the 

German Battle Fleet in sight. Admiral Beatty, taken completely 
.,,. 

by surprise, thinking the enemy main body was still in the Jade 

Basin, pushed on for several minutes more until he saw enough to 

be convinced that the line line of hulls, funnels and masts ris-

ing from below the horizon ahead, was indeed the High Seas Fleet. 

Only then did he order column right-about (16:40) to escape on a 

Northerly course. 

Admiral Evan-Thomas, following with the Fifth Battle Squadron 
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eight miles astern of Admiral Beatty , had not intercepted the con

tact and enemy movement reports of the SOUTHAMPTON and CHAMPION. 

The LION's radio had been shot away so that Admiral Beatty could 

not com mun ic ate with Admiral Evan-Thomas rapidly to advise him of 

the critical situation which had arisen. Admir al Evan-Thomas ob-

served the turn-around of the Battle Cruisers ahead but could not 

understand the reason for this evolution, and naturally continued 

on to the South. Admiral Evan-Thomas passed two miles to the 

westwa rd of the battle cruise rs, which blanketed his fire. In 

passing, flag signals were eventually made out on the LION, giving 

the bearing (no distance) of the German Fleet and directi ng a turn-

about of the Fifth Eattle Squadron. Before this order rould be 

complied 1.ivi th, the BAS..HAJ\I, Flagship of Admiral Evan-Thomas, pa s sed 

the NE'N ZEALAND, the last Bat tle Cruiser in the British column, 

when the Admiral suddenly found himsel~ face to face with the 

High Seas Fleet, under its fire and being hit . He turned at once 

t o follow the battle cruisers at reserve speed and fetched up 3 

miles astern of them . The radio in the BA'~HAr..T likev,rise was shot 

away. 

Thus, the magnificent effort of Co~modore Goodenough who, in 

the mea nti me , approached within 13,000 yards of the German Main 

Body to develop and report his contact , and who was subjected to 

an intense fire before being driven off , went for practically 

naught. Both Admirals Beatty and Evan-Thomas, as v,as the case 

with the Ger man Admirals , were fo rced to make their own personal 

observations before reaching decision. The only criticism that 

can be made of the procedure of the 2nd L.C.S., if the gallant 

and courageous conduct of its Commodore and his ships is open to 

criticism at all, is that it would have been fortunate had the 

scouting line been formed farther in adva:1ce of the LION, but it 

is doubted that Commodore Goodenough had sufficient excess speed. 

The reason for the failure of interce ;)t ion of th e SOUTHAMPTON and 
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CHAr,1PION contact reports by Admiral Evan-Thomas in the BARHAH 

is not known. Commodore Goodenough with his scouting line was 

ideally situated in advance with respect to Admiral Svan - Thomas 

if not to Admiral Beatty. It can ohly be conjectured, of course, 

what Admiral Evan-Thomas would have done had he interce;Jted the 

SOUTHAMPTON and CHA:,:iPION reports, as did Admiral Jell i coe in the 

IRON DUKE, 66 miles away to the North . It is highly improbable , 

however, that with this contact inform~tion in hand , he would have 

turned on his own initiative to the North at the time of observing 

Admiral Beatty's turn . It was his business to support Admiral 

Beatty. 

Meanwhile, Admiral Jellicoe was somewhat perturbed, due to 

lack of information. He knew Admiral Beatty was engaged on a 

Southerly course, but was not sure that Admiral Evan - Thomas was 

in support . He dispatched a radio r.iessage direct to the BARHAM 

asking for inform8.tion. The reply was simply - "Yes; I am engag-

ing enemy'' · Very short l y thereafter Ad~iral Jellicoe received the 

SOUTHAMPTON' s contact report with the ST:STTIN, followed in a few 

minutes by the receipt of the first Urgent Priority raessage sent 

that day when the SOUTHAMPTON reporte d the e::-iemy riain Body , course 

North . It will be observet that Admiral Beatty, as soon as he 

headed North to escape , raade effort to re port the situation in part 

to Admiral Jellicoe. His radio was shot away and he directed the 

PRINCESS ROYAL, the next astern, by visual, to "Report Enemy's 

Battle Fleet to C-in - C bearing S.E.", which was hardly sufficient 

information. The PRINCESS ROYAL sent the r,1Bssage by radio to the 

Commander - in - Chief almost exactly as received from the LION. As 

finally relayed to the IRON DUKE, however , the course , instead of 

bearing, of the German r.Iain Body was given as Southeast • . The 

SOUTHAMPTON, however , a few minutes later confirmed her fir .st re -

port that Admiral Scheer was heading North . Apparently Admiral 

Jellicoe upon receipt of this second report from ComJodore Good-

enou 6h , discounted Admiral Beatty •s contrary report (which inci-
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dentally , as drafted gave no course of self or enemy), and con -

eluded the Germans were actually heading North . Accordingly , 

he so notified the British Main Body by visual and advised the 

Admiralty by radio that "Fleet action is imminent , " as he said 

he would do in his famous letter to the Admiralty dated 30 Oc

tober, 1914, soon after :1e assumed co1i1r.1and of the Grand Fle~~-

Figure III _gives a general idea of the situation at the 

moment of contact - Admirals Beatty and Scheer (4:40 p.m.). 

- FIGURE III -

7e now enter upon a stage of the battle when conditions were 

reversed as regards the two opposing forces. On the run South , 

Admiral Hipper led the British Vice-Admiral into the trap pre-

pared by the German High Seas Fleet; on the run North it is now 

the British who lead the entire battle strength of the Germans 

into the trap prepared by the Grand Fleet under Admiral Jellicoe • 

·Ne have seen both Admirals Beatty and Eva.n- Thomas completely 

surprised by the sud d en appearance of Admiral Scheer•s Fleet . 

Due to lack of information we are now about to witness for iden-

ti cal reasons the complete surprise of the Gen an Commander-in -

Chief when he suddenly faced Admiral Jellicoe , The latter is 

aware, however, that the German Fleet is rushing into his arms 

as was Admiral Scheer previously aware that Admiral Beatty was 

about to be embraced. There is a marked difference, however , in 

the two situations inasmuch as Admiral Scheer knew exactly where 

he would receive the British Battle Cruisers; Admiral Jellicoe , 

as will be seen , because of a maze of conflicting reports , had 

very little idea of where Admiral Scheer would strike as his arms 

were outstretched to receive him, very much as in a 3ame of blind -

man ' s buff with both sides blindfolded . 

The proceecin 8 s in detail of all ships , particularly the 

British, on the run North, are of interest as contributing factors 

to the decisions made by both Commanders-in-Chief, when the two 
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main bodies clashed shortly after 6 p.m. The decision of Admiral 

Jellicoe with respect to his deployment is still a controversial 

subject. We will follow the Admiral as closely as possible at 

his elbow in order to disclose exactly what happened on the bridge 

of the IRON ::)UKE to influence the Admiral in hi.s decision. 

It can be imagined that his attention was fixed on a plotting 

chart showing his own successive relative positions with respect 

to the enemy and his own ships when contact or enemy movement re-

ports were received. The measurements of distance from himself 

to the many and conflicting places the enemy seemed to be accord-

ing to the reports; the estimates of the enemy's line of ap-

preach and his speed from these conflicting positions; estimates 

of the ti n e of making contact, - all these can be visualized. 

So far as the Adrni ral could tel 1 from reports, the Ge rrnan Fleet 

could be almost anywhere to the southward, within very wide lim-

its, and events proved that he was actually outside of these 

limits. It is a wonder Admiral Jellicoe could make up his mind 

at all. On the occasion of receipt of one message of vital im-

portance he was forced to the correct conclusion that the exact 

contrary to the information contained in the report was true. 

At the last minute, practically in face of the enemy, who had 

appeared at time and place seemingly unjustified by previous 

reports, he had ta do something, and quickly. He did what is 

considered would have ap )Jeared right to any ;-;ian of experience 

in his position. 

The information he received, however, during this time was 

abundant, if not adequate, mostly throu ;:;h the continued splendid 

effort and understanding of Commodore Goodenough. This name stands 

out at Jutland as do few. The great diff~culty was that the Com-

modore was not in sight contact with his Commander-in-Chief, or 

with linking ships, in order that rele.tive instead of dead-
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reckoning geographical positions could be given. Every report 

he made to the Commander-in-Chief giving his own assumed geo-

graphical position together with bearing, and sometimes distance 

of the enemy from himself, although valuable, seemed to have 

served as an additional puzzle to Admiral Jellicoe when the re-

port was plotted on the chart before him. That the dead-reckon-

ing of the I;i.ON DUK~ and SOUTHMIPTON did not synchronize was no 

fault of the Commodore's, who kept a constant stream of reports 

pouring into the IRON DUKE. 

Admiral Beatty h a s been criticized for the almost total l~ck 

of information vouchsafed the Commander-in-Chief as emanating 

from himself in the LION. It is considered t ha t this criticism 

is somewhat justified. However, in extenuati on, as h a s been 

pointed out, the LIOIJ had no radio at this time. Furthermore, 

Admiral Beatty's re ·,Jo rt via the PRINCESS ROYAL, thence by radio 

to a battleship of the Main Body, thence a gain to the IRON DUKE 

by visual, arrived in the hands of the Commander-in-Chief in such 

a garbled state as to be practically worthless except for the 

dead-reckoning position of the LION. The op er a t o rs o f the IRON 

DUKE did not interce~ Jt this radio from the PRINCSSS ROYAL. These 

operators and thei1~ su p ervisors were very b u sy ··~en. Their busi-

ness was principally with the other high admirals, - the PRINCESS 

ROYAL was out of their picture. Admiral Beatty himself was a very 

busy man. He was in a ship on fire as result of an explosion 

which nearly sealed the fate of the LION and everyone in her. 

His ship, one of four remaining out of six, was a shambles top-

sides. It is understood the bridge w~s almost unten a ble on acc~unt 

of the fire forward. Furthermore, he was accompanied by 12 

light cruisers for whose every action he was res µonsiDle as the 

immediate superior. Thus, although it does apocar that Admiral 

Beatty and his Staff were lax in res~ect to reports as well as tP 

compliance with instructions, he must be given due res ponsibility 
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for the reports of his subordinates. And it may be stated with-

out hesitation, thanks to Commodore Goodenough, these were ample. 

Under the actual circumstances it is believed that further re-

ports from Admiral Beatty himself would have served only to make 

matter more confusing for the Commander-in-Chief. It is true 

that the Commodore's reports could have been amplified to ad-

vantage, demonstrating the desirability of a more regul~r form 

of report as used by the Germans so that no important detail 

should escape. But no reports would have given Admiral Jellicoe 

the exact information or the vitally necessary clear conception 

of events nearby unless the reports emanated from a vessel whose 

relative position was known to him. The only accurate informa-

tion in this regard received during this time by Admiral Jellicoe 

was during the last few minutes when his right flank battleship, 

the ~ARLBOROUGH, sighted the battle cruisers, and when Admiral 

Beatty, a few minutes later, came in sight of the IRON DUKE. It 

is a sad commentary on the service of intelligence that the Com-

mander-in-Chief was forced to make his decision as to deployment 

based, it may be said, exclusively on meagre information con-

tained in three messages after Admiral Beatty aade sight contact 

with the Grand Fleet. 

So again we have an example of an Admiral at Jutland being 

compelled to reach decision as result of his own visual obser-

vations, with little preparation for the situation confronting 

him. 

There is given in Table V pertinent signals and despatches 

sent during the Battle Cruiser run to the North. The information 

derived from these signals and despatches as received by the 

British Commander-in-Chief is plotted in Figure 4, presumably as · 

it was actually plotted by Commanders Forbes and Bellaires of the 

Admiral's Staff. 

~eferring to this figure, the dead-reckoning line of advan~e 

of the IRON DUKE is shown in the shaded area, upperleft. The 
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main body was proceeding in six co l umns of 4 battleships each , 

on course S.E . by S. , speed 20 knots . The IRON DUKE flying the 

flag of the Commander - in-Chief, led the left center column . 

The Third Battle Cruiser S~uadron had been sent from its cruising 

station 25 miles in advance of the Main Body to reenforce Admiral 

Beatty. For all practical purposes this Squadron of three battle 

cruisers with an accompanying screen of two light cruisers and 

four destroyers had been detached temporarily from the Main Body. 

There remained with the British Battle Fleet the following 

s~outing or screening forces. Farthest in advance was aline 

consisting of eight armored cruisers in two squadrons comDanded 

by Admiral Arbuthnot in the DEFENSE. This line actually was 

eight to ten miles ahead of the Main Body and extended approxi-

mately thirty miles, nearly at right angles to the line of ad-

vance. Thus there was an approximate interval of six miles be-

tween each of the large armored cruisers, Between this advanced 

line of cruisers a~d the train Body was placed the Fourth Light 

Cruiser Squadron of five light cruisers, Commodore Le Mesurier 

in the CALLIOPE, in fairly close formation only three or four 

miles ahead of the Main Body. The armored cruiser HA:IFSHIRE 

and the Light Cruiser ACTIVE, were disposed between the two 

above - mentioned lines as visual-signal linking ships. It is in-

teresting as well as aggravating to record that the first enemy 

report Admiral Jellicoe received from a vessel, with which he was 

in actual touch, the BLACK PRINCE, in the armored cruiser line, 

unfortunately gave him dangerously inaccurate information. Thanks 

to the Admiral's good judgment he made a correct interpretation of 

this report. But no doubt largely influnced by its erroneous 

purport, he did not accept it. As a matter of fact, as we shall 

see , in this report was contained the key to the entire situation. 

Had the Admiral accepted this key and used it, his deployment 

troubles would have been over. 
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The first urgent priority contact report (1638 ) was recei ved , 

as will be remembered , fro!'Tl the SOUTHAI•!PTON and indicated from 

the dead - reckon i ng position gi ven of tl1e reporting shi p that the 

German Main Body was app r oximatel y in position 11A11 (Fig . 4 ), 

p r oceeding on course North , as shown , at un!:nown speei . Simu l-

taneously , a second repo r t was received from the CHK:PAION whi ch , 

when plotted , placed the German mai n Body ap :)roxir,1ate l y at "B", 

18 miles to the ~estward and 17 mi les to the Northwa r d of t he 

position indicated by the SOUTHAMPTON. The CHAMPI ON and SOUTH-

AMPTON were only one mile apart at this time . The CHAMPI ON r e-

ported the enemy steering East North East, a report the accuracy 

of which was discounted by Admiral Jellicoe \7ho , a few mi nutes 

later , ad v ised his Main Body by visual that the "Enemy Batt l e 

Fleet is coming North" . 

The next rep o rt received was from Admiral Beatty himself v ia 

the PRINCESS ROYAL, as previously discussed , '..vhich placed the 

LION at ~~ , but gave no course an d speed of the LION . The 

r epo r t as recei ved st ~ted that 26 to 30 battleshi p s , probably hos -

t i le , bore South South East and were stee r ing Southeast . This 

r epo r t likewise was discounted by the Comnander - i n- Chief who , by 

this t i me, was convinced that the German Uain Body was actually 

coming North . Admiral Beatt y• s re port , however , p l aced the Hi gh 

Seas Fleet at approx i mate l y position "C" at 1645 , so that up t o 

now Admi ral Jellicoe ' s plotting cha r t shows t h ree possible(posi 

tions of the enemy Mai n Body - "A", "B", and "C". He conclu d ed 

the enemy was st and ing North , so it is conceivable he plotted 

th r ee lines of possible enemy appro a ch in this direction , one f r om 

each of the th r ee above positions . So far he has no informat i on 

of enemy speed . 

The Admiral was strengthed in his conclusion as to enemy 

course a few mihutes later , at 1648 , by the receipt of a second 
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and confirmatory report from Commodore Goodenough in the SOUTH-

I-iAi\1FTON. This report placed the enemy at position "D" very close 

to the line of approach drawn from position "A", and still steer-

ing North . The distance betr 1een "A" and 11D11 is three miles, in-

dicatinc an e.pproximate enemy fleet speed of 18 knots. There a.re 

nov: four poss ible :--ositions of the German Fleet plotted on Admiral 

... Tellicoe 1 s chart - "A", "B", "C", and "D". The positions "A" and 

"D" seer.1ed the :nost li1~ely ones. 

The next report was received at exactly 5 o'clock, again from 

the SOUTHJ.:.:PTON, and p laced the German Fleet at position "E", 8-1/2 

miles to the Westward of the line of advance previously reported. 

But the German course was still reported NORTH. An error is cer-

tainly indicated here, a s the enemy could not steer North from 

either rosi tion "A" or "D" and reach "E". It would appear t~ 

those in the IRON DUKE that either the enemy was steering a North-

westerly course or the SOUTHAMPTON in the meantime had corrected 

her dem-reckoning position . From the approximate positions as 

given, howev e r, at "A", "D", and "E", it would further appear that 

the enemy was actually s te ring North as r ep ort ed , as speed on 

this course betrrnon those three po sitions '.'ias computed as from 18 

to 19 knots, a speed which it could be as sur.1ed the Germans v,ere . . 

actually making . If, however , the Germans Tiere steering North-

vrnsterly, \'lhich appears nov, to be possible, considering the posi-

tion "E", Fleet speed would have to be 27 knots from "An to "E" 

in the g iven time. It is interesting to ~o te here that Admiral 

Scheer v,as actually ~1ec::.ding to the Northwestv ,a rd contrary to the 

scei;1ingly logical deductions r.1ade in the IRON DUKE. We now have 

five :possible positions of the enemy - "A", "B", 11C", "D", and "E". 
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The Comuander-in-Chief, at 1716, advised Ad;niral Beatty of 

his position at 1713. This is the first position of the IRON 

DUKE plotted on Fi5ure 4. It should be noted that all the Com-

mander-in ... chicf lmows of Admiral Beatty is that he was reported 

at position 1 at 1645. 

It will be remembered that the British First and Second 

Light Cruiser Squadrons had been left far behind the Battle 

Cruisers on the run South, so that on the run North they nat-

urally preceded them, tho Third Light Cruiser Squadron in the 

van, cenerally six miles ahoad of the LION :;ith the First Light 

Cruiser Squadron following three miles astern. Thus the Third 

Light Cruiser 3quadron was ;.1atura.lly the first to make contact 

r;i th the prcvi ously raentioncd Advanced Ser ecn or Scouting Line 

of armored cruisers ahead of the Grand Fleet. The FALI,IOUTH; 

Flagship of the Third Light Cruiser Squadron, according to her 

log, sighted cruisers to port at 5:30 p.o. and soon overhauled 

the BLACK FRINGE, the left flank Cruiser in this line. In passing 

her fairly close aboard at 5:36 p . m., the FALMOUTH ::.ignalled by 

visual the information, 

"BATTLE C~UISEnS ENG..t.GED SOUTH SOUTHWEST OF r.rn. II 

Thi;::; i:rnssage r,as exceoc'..ingly unfortunate, as it apparently 

gave Captain Bonham of the BLACK FRINGE the ir,1pression that enemy 

battle cruisers nere referred to, as six minutes later the BLACK 

FRINCE, upon sighting some battle cruisers in the same general 

direction indicated by the F'ALMOUTH, reported by radio to the 

Commander-in-Chief -

"ENEMY BATTLE C~UISERS BEARING SOUTE FIVE LiILES. 11 

These were actually the four remaining ships ~ith tdrniral Beatty; 

Admiral Hipper Dhon he reported was actually at this time ten 

r.1iles to the East\' .'ard. 'ghen it is considored that this report 

from the BLACK PRINCE r1as the first received by Admiral Jellicoe 

from a ship whose relative position ho 1-<:now somewhat accurately, 
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the ciuandry of the Comi~rn.nder-in-Chicf raay be judged upon receipt 

of a report from her placin~ the enemy battle cruisers approxi-

mately at position "F". The IRON DUKE' s corresponding position 

at 1740 is indicated on the British lino of advance. To the Ad-

miral's great credit, the report was discredited in the IRON 

DUKE, and it ns.s correctly assumed that the BLACK FRI:'JCE referred 

to Admirul Be~tty•s command. But even so, it seemed incredible 

that tho Battle Cruiser Fleet could be so far to the ~cstward. 

Something r.mst be nron:; v·i th the reported J.)osi tion of thc 3LACK 

FRINGE? Yet after all this position was plotted just about in 

the r e le .tive position in which the BLACK fRL.JCE should be! 

The ~1ecossi ty for relative positions in tactical scouting 

has been pointed out. '.'.:'he BLACK FRINGE - FALMOUTH incident re-

lated above brings to li~ht probably more forcibly than any other 

at Jutland the soundness of the so-called principle of relative 

positions. The relative position of the LION vras known accurate-

ly to the FALMOUTH; the relative positon of the BLACK PRINCE 

was knovm ~-,1th corresponding accuracy to tho Commander-in-Chief, 

yet no confidence was placed in this report from her, perhaps 

the most io Jortant enemy report that day. The friendly contact 

of these two ships, the first bet~cen Admirsls Jollicoo and 

Beatty, 8.ffordod a Q;oldcn opportunity to &;ivc both Commanders a 

VGry accurate picture of' tho rela.tivo dis 0)ositions of all the 

British Forces present, and to remove in the tactical situation 

v.ihich had arisen i:11..1.ch co:1fusion due to non-synchronous gcosraph-

ical positions by dead-rccl<oning. Unfortunately, Admiral Napier 

in ~he FALiviOUTH did not Jr~_sp the opportunity thus offered to 

him~ It is quite possible, and no doubt true, that the Admiral 

little imagined the Commander-in-Chief was not fully informed 

tl1rouGh l.dmiral Beatty, and t:1at he t :.ouGht, furthermore, a re-

port from him Dould be merely sup~rfluous. It is very likely 

.. 
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that the si;nificance of thin friendly contact did not occu r to 

either Admiro.l Napier or to Captain Bonham . In the light of ac -

tual events, however, it is obvious that had this first contact 

boon reported civing the known relative positions of own and 

enemy forces , Ldmiral Jollicoc ' s deployment ~nd subsequent move-

ments miaht have been influenced thereby to ouch a d e 5rco as to 

rc;1der the situation of the German Fleet cvon raorc critical than 

·::o.s the case. This L:icic1ent onl:' servos to sl1or: t:w.t L1a.smuch 

o.s contact and ei-icmy uovc.:mE.:nt reports arc uncertain at best, 

every corrunC1.~1dor in action should studiou:Jly talce adv 0ntage of 

every opportunity to give the Hizh Command reliable informo.tion. 

Hero , if it only had boo;,1 ro'llizcd, i:1as c.n outstanding moment of 

the battle to clo c .. r c.r:ay all doubts as to the si tuo.tion in the 

mind of the Cornna;.1dor-L1-Cl1iof by the despatch of a me nsage such 

as this : 

"F;.Li;iOUTH F..'.S3Il\fG .3LJ.CK In INGE CLOSE I.BOARD . Bl.TTLE 

C:.:1.UI3ER FLZI:T PLUS FIFTE B1'.T'I'LE S.; U./.DRON 3EJ'.RING 

SOUTH, -::;ouR3E NORTH, SFEED ~iIGH, DIST!.NT SIX :HLES, 

IN ;.CTION ·::ITH ENEMY FLEET TO K-,ST'..71.RD. ENEI.IT Bf.TTLE 

CRUISERS IN Vi',N BE;.RDTG SSE f;tO:.~ f.1.Li.iOL"TH, DISTJ'-.NT 10 

11ILE3, COUR.:3E N0:::1THERLY, SI-EED :n GH. 11 

However, to revert to actuali tics, ·.·:o havo seen t~10 .. t /.dmiral 

Jcllicoe rejected t::10 advice hc.d from tho BL·.crc FRI2-JCE, that tho 

enemy Battle Cruisers were e.t (F ) , and correctly assumed that it 

was in fact ~dmiral Beutty in this position . The hdmiral had 

every reason to believe that the enemy Tiao being cngogod to tho 

Eastward. Hi:J cone 1 us ion that .1\dri1i ral Boe.tty v:c.s re ported at ( F) 

so far to the ':Vcstward, should, and no ,:::.oubt did give tho impres-

sion , that the enemy mi_sht be oncaged sor;,e\7hero to the East\':ard 

of this point, or relatively within the ar0a (G). 

,".dmiral Jcllicoe apparently placed li ttlc if any n:;lianco in 

this inferc;.1ce as to J.rea 11G11 , no doubt 1Jecause of a growing 

' 
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conviction ·c}1.2_t tl:'.e Gj.lff :·y- • .. - -_s really fartl1.01 to the ::Gantr,&::i.,t 

soeus to have cast th _; -1L_1~CK P?cL.ZC~ ro:>ort into t1~0 (is car C for 

.~_ooc. in favo::i.' o:C tllo Li, ht CrL'.is"Jr ro:)m~t . 

O:t course th8 =-}LACK ::?:.=tr-c.:::; dis:_Jatch, as intcr ·,::.,ctoC. by the 

Ac~x;1iral, ,.-:e_s corroct aiF". cf incstLr_~JlO value . L' only roc1tvr 

shiJJ, t~rn Ar'.::1iro.l --·oulcl llavo :w.c1. -cL1c to f o:c-.1 his ln.t tlc 2quad.-

rans in lino of bcarin~ E an( 7 roafy for doploy:ID~t ~hon tho 

monont s~ould ar:ivo fo~ action . 

Sir.ml tanoously i;;i th this -:LACE- P::rrcE 1~0:._)01't, li..cJ",1ira l Jolli-

coo ro c oi vcc.~ at 5 : ._'.:Q _:.) . :·1. his four th ro~)ort f:tor,: tho so:.~ri'I::J.'JVIP'rOr 

which l)lacoc: the onu~iY o.2)proxiJ.E.toly at posi ti0n ( t1IP1
), the nost 

17cotorl;:;r l)Osi tion so f2.r acco~)toc1. for tllo c:mo::,c cJ1c~ vory close to 

tho position inc:icc.toc1. by th-; OGTlicr C~I!J•iP:_IOH' s ror,ort, 11B 11 • 

This is the rOJ>ort ·::hich acorns to hc.vo !·:illoc". furtlFJr co11.sic1.orn-

::_)2.tch th~ onc:.:1y is rc::_)ortCJc.1. to hc.vo ch:..n ·oc1. course to North 

North- 1.7ost . rr:1.Lirc into consic:_cro.ttoL t~ic vc.:i.·ious rq1ortcc' ::io -

si tions of t~10 ono-;1y, his s::,,o :::Jc-: cc.n non, 211d uc~s, ·.:·i thout (oubt, 

cal culc. tee:. o.s c~T)~Jro::Li2. t oly 19 knots if 2_wcvi oucl :r on coul'so 

NO::-lTH. 'I'horo nust hc..vG 1Jo,.:n st: 1 011, ; 0,rosut1)tion 1101..' tbc.t tho 

enemy ·.::o.s in tllc vicinity of 11B11 c.nr~ nr:11 cmc". the.-:~ ~1::., ha(_ n.c tu·::lly 

boon hoc.di~: NOTITE. 

roporti 1r: shil)S' :posi tio;:1s. IE on1:- t-. o cc.sos so f c.1· is tho on-

crny posi t:Lon in,1.icc..to6_ c~t <....11, o..n( th:...n only by 1"Juc.rin(. o.n( r~io-

tc.nco fro:·~ tho l'ClJ01 1 tin.. sl1.i ·J. 'i.'hus, c~:co~Jt in t-:--o u:::.s0P, th,:) 

succossivo cncL1y :)osj_tions th:-.t hC'.vrJ '·)O:m ·Jlottcc". in I'i urc 4 o.:c , 
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di sto.ncc from the rep or tine ship . Ap)a.runtl:r the ~3ri ti sh fo1T1uln 

for these reports c-,1;.-;nys rc.q_uirc c1-o•.::n .-oo(Tc.:~)hic'.'.l position to 

be ir.cludo c"'... Tho for11~ulo. r.-:'.s c"'..ofe:ctivo in thc·.t it pc:.'mittcc'. non -

dofini tion of onGay position , l,robc.bly the most L1J.:9ortc.n t elc. 1cn t 

of c.11 ononw infor::r.tion . Thus it -.--roulc1 r.p1)00.r t:1 0.t cont~ct c.n( 

onemy movement r cy orts shoul c~ follou c. ro rul c.r fon,1, scrupulous 

obsorvo.nco of ·;--hich ·noulr'_ not i'c.il to incluc'.o r"'..e,finin c· onony -,o -

si tion o.s v.0011 c.s othor vi tc..l r:1ot:~ils ,.-.'hich othcruiso mL .ht bo 

omitted. 

I:m1noc'.i c.tol:r follo,.-.-in ~: the SOuT:-Ll.:::?TO:-, s fourth rc?ort, tlio 

L.c".rnirc.lty, Lor:c"'..on , dos:::,:--.tcllcc: ::. nossc.ro r~ir:;ct to tho nwr rnr;:=:: 

e_,i vin e; the position, cours e c.nr:'. s:")ooc"'.. of ti.lo 0110"·1: 0 :iir.in :?or c o :. t 

o.ssu;ioc'. ono:·r.1.y s~,ouc1 is f"..t ( I) . It ·.-:ill be not oc. thc.t it coin -

cic1os in ii-11:t>ort ~nt rcspvcts very closcl: r ".7i tt th e c:;::.:JfPION' s 

sin ,:.,lc ropo1~t (',·j), :::.nt is c-.L1ost c::~c.ctly tl1'.J s:-:·1c po.sitioL o1"-

t .-.i no( f ro: .1 the; SOUl'E~·..-::ri'rOH' s fourth ro~o:ct of 011lr c. mo:dont 

boforo . ... ~11 the.. :nor-; ru'.son no-.-.-, ,.:;:x.rcnt l ~-, to for,_ct tllc. 

:1Ll:..CK PRE -JC:= rc::)ort . It is rc.~.sonc.blc tc s U}~) OS ~ th.:-.-c __ c"'.:a1il' c 1 

Jollicoc l)lc.cot much r:;li::11c'-' in the. info1°·,.1.:-.tio~ thus cbt-.inoc"'.. 

c.s to s·)oot r.11~1_ lir:. o of 2.c>·c.ncc cont-_:;.nC;.:~ in tl10sc thrc.:-; ro:;orts, 

0.nc"'.. pro'i:;-:-.bly c.3s u--,oc1 the onm:~y to be .:-.c tuclly -.. ·i thin c. f c.:.-: n il os 

of ths:, positions (B), (I:) c.n,. (I) :-.t -.-Jou t :..:: ..50 p . :tn. i1cc..r~L1: 

North. I t i s c ortc. in thc.t the., ..:· ... c::1i1' ·.l no, -; ncr.surcC --_,i th so:.10 c"'..o-

Cl'OO o: conf i c:cn c ,J tho c:i st.:-.Lcc f:i'.'on his 0°·:11 (cc-.r'.-r c.;ckon i n :~ :::-io-

si tio:n to thc..t c.ss u :ioC for the 0:10:,,:.y ::'.t the, sc.:c tL1~. ':.'his ,'.is-

tc.nc.::; is c.p:)roxL:..c.to l :r 36 :·11ilos . ...·_ccorc:in 1 :- , ~110 · in , c. minim1.r.,1 

fichtinc c1.ist c11cc bot-·:ocn fleets of sL: mil Js on c.ccount of -.-isi -

"bili t:r co1:.diti0Ls, <'.ctio n s'.1oulc: bo join o( in so:.10-:ihc.t less -~h.-:'.n 

43 rninutos , or ".1)ot1.t 6 : 30 ~) . :··1. This i s cx __ c t ly the, cone hrnion -.t 

'.7hlch tho . ,,; ·11' ·,,...,1 -·1°r1' -r, ( . 
"'-- w. .L • "- ·- • ',J -- ' furthornoi~.;, hu ·. ~.s co rfL'cn t no Cou"i:;t 

thct his fror:t ·::c.D ~JI'O)G::ly c-.li,_'noc"'.. tci c~c:110~· QUic L:l y :-_t r i :h t 
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mes s:--.c_:o c-.nt ·.-.-~.s fron :'.not her c.L10:·c:·. c.,_'uisc:;.· , the D:::.;F~iiCL, the 

thire. shi::_:i fro:..1 t:1c.. 2.~i. ht :i.'1:-.r:l: on th.:., ,.C·rOJ1e;::,( scou.ti:1~- line of 

th::. ac'..in bor:y , n.n~ ··:hos. rol· . .,ivo --"Josition ·:rc.s f::.irly ·.:ell :mo·.:n . 

C.nr~ C, ,._VO hcr 0".711 (:::,c.r.:-r s.:: cJ.:onin ' )OSi tion i'ro· i 0 ;hich th J shi ")3 Shu 

ro,)ortoc~ in c.ction ~)lottcC. ~.t (J) , ·::i thin th:. r.-.r -:r-. 11G11 , ··:11:,;re, the 

corroctly c.ssu :.1c::. tl1-.t t11ts ···~.s th~. )tT:·)o:::·t :y~· tho roDort . '7i tll -

h ... . .. ,. 0 
_,, -,t...U lr .:::·c cl·r influ ::;r:cc~~ Li ·chis c.csu·.i)tion, ~.:,clir::.v-

c.ctu-.11:· in )ositioD 2 

in ~ the vicious oxt~nt to :~ich cr~ors ·~:, to f0~l - r::,ckoninc c~n 

IROIT DlP:::; t: 1:.t ."-c"~.1ir~ .1 Jollico.:, .'.".SSllilC(~ _· ... :s.1ir '.l =\:.;:-_·:,ty to l)(;, 

ju( . in c fro . ::-.11 rc ·)orts r(.;ceiv-::.C. U) to t .. is t:.i. :.c, c::xc\.) )t, of 

.. h~ st i ll clun c to thG belief th'"'.t thJ ~ i ~h Cc~c ~l:.ct · ~s nuch 

f~.rthcr c.".·.-~.y in th8 r.Jn::::.:c'"'.l vicinity of (/), (3) ~11.'~ (I) . 
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coul t bo t i .scoun t ct 1Jcc ,.us - h·-:-.1· rcl:.tivc :)osi tion ·.-·-.s kn m:n r:i t h 

cnt 0v 0r - incrc:-> .s i nc ·.;::,i ~_.ht of ov itcncu r:h i ch sccncc:. to r:.i sc1·,Jc:.i t 

thorn • 

. Lt the nomcnt t he D:-:::?::::Fc=~ Ll-' .c:.c the ,-,_1,ovc- i1cnt i o:i:1c' ... repor t to 

t he Col1m1c.nc"'.or-i n - Chi cf of T .r·u.., 11shil)S in c.ct i o1 ... ", the F .... LT:::OUTH 

r:c.s pr_ss i n:.: ~.st01·n of her ;:--_''·out four 1:1ilcs to t he South·::ost·.-·:'.rc:., 

:"'_nc:. s i cn,.l l C;c:. by sc, .rchlicht : 

STB:CRil~C-NOR'11H =: . .S? ' II 

C'.nc:. c,.ve her to".d - rockon i nc, ~1os i t i on · . .-hich , 1:hcn ~1l ott c:C. i n tho 

DJ;li'BNC:-:::, pl".c~J her fou1· 1,1ilcG tuc ::.~r--.st of the D:-:::~,n~rc~. Thir:; 

c1 .. o,.c:.- re;ckonin: j_Josi tion shoulr:. lY-.vo been ~.nr:. }?ro·y-'J l y ,·:'.".s of nc 

cortr·. i n l y cr--.l cul·.te, ':;ith r-.CClG'~.cy t};_C; rol,·.t i vo ~J:::..::.ri n· .~_n·· r,_i o -

t~_nc c of these t~·o l:.::::.~.vy olrnL( ... sh i ·,s ~Joth fro·.1 h i 111sc l f' ·~11':'.. frma 

th e, I RON DU.,..r.., 
_:....,....J • 

mov cc:., ~_nr __ )l'oo,'b l y c'.ir.:. 1·Jj_10-..;_. , ;-,_J.l c:.ouot in ;_c.:..1i:·:-l .. · ... r·Juthnot ' s 

c1ic. n o t sou fit to p::-ss th i s v i tr. l i nforr.t i on on to t hrJ I RON 

t i ons , the Cor,ri:1r.nc:.01·- in - c~:i cf of cou:csc ·. ·ou l ,:~ not h,-.vo cli:-.n:_ c( 

D:::::?:S.:FC:::::. But even .Jo , i t -;· oulr:. h-'"'..vo ivon -·-·.Hir, .l J'oll i coc :-;c1..-

-;--;hich h0 co ul ~ no ·:1 rcco::c:n i zc ~3t::·on~; :)rcs u:nt i or. tlv.t his cncny 

'\"."r.3 f:"'_T ClOSOl' th'"'.n oth)l' l'C.DOrts irn:~i c ·.t.:-/ :-.n·:. ·.·11ich he h,.,'. con -

rrh i ch ':.-c.s not c-r-.syo:·. , to c:.is cl ose to h i s Co .::-.ir-1:.. • :::.r- in - Ch.i c.i' .~, tr u r 
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p i ctu:;:-o of the sit1.v.tion 'J-.so(1.. ·-,_1to:,..:..tl1.cr on 1'01-.-~ivo :)os:;..tions . 

his i nter '}'e,t-;tion of th,~ ..:L __ c:: ?::-,r-c-~ r:~)ort , -.: '.., :Cu.~·th:::j_'nor,;, 
I 

stUT:liJlCc1.. OD the t::'UC Si tl1.r.tion , t:1:... l::uy t~") ·:'.~iC:l ·, -.s tl'~~ n'-. l~.;cte,C. 

~--c~:1ir"l couli'. not :.--1.-.l;:9 h i lilS elf se J tl1L: 0Y.1ious col ut ion ; his 

nine'. hc.c'. c1..ctori-:ir:.e( tlK.t t~rn ener::- ·.:r.s ne·T 

North,;;es torl;- o? his ini t ic-.1 )O:Ji tion :-;t 1 

( :J) ' rr· \ ) 

:.ic/e no i r.nros -

Gion it ·: oul r:'.. 888:'1 in the r·:o:r-DU:IG, ~.s r'- '1int 01' su" os tion 

thct both tho .:::..r-.ttle Cj_·ui se:..' fl8ot c-.nr:~ the onon~r · .. ·oro , ... ·n·o" .ch -

port,:._ cc , t:::; j_'Cli:-.')ili t:- , of rcl:-:~j_v::; ·,)osi tic~~s . 

r:;--)ort 1)o, -.n to ro:-.lizo tho full fore·::: oi.' hi~ ~.:ist-.1::::m C.c(.u.J -

tions , l:-_1' ·01:, ~1..uo to •'..iscour/c i n,_ r0 __ 'orts f1·0: ·: lir~J:in::· shi~_)s, 

2 - 1/2 ~iil:: s .".he:.''.. of the. r:::10:: DllIC, r:.)ortin:· flr;sl1os o: :_un ] 

bc...;-.rincs , -.~no-.rcc1.. to )lot ( r-:) :·. t 5 : 55 :1 . :·1., cnl~· c~, v,~n r:i l u; 

fron the I~o:· :JUIC~. Of course. , tl1is -.-.-:-.s _J~ 1i:..·-:-.l :3c-.tt:r , -.nt 
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th~t ccnor~l vicinit~ . 

The outst:-.r..(in:· :;)Oi1:t o:f' into·,:c;st in th-~se, t·.·o rc-)orts is 

th,.,.t no·:.- for th::; :C'i1°st tL ~c tho Ccr,:::n .. ~.n,,_cr -in - Chiof lF.s i 1:f orf'. -

··.-1th ror.l r.ccurc.cy . SuC -'cn 1~~ .:.t:·ir- .1 J'JlliC,"\G ro~.lizcr": th C'.t in 

c.11 :prob,'.'Jili t:'; his 3=-.t tl1..; C:cui sor J?loot · ·::-.s j cinin hi:."1 rc:.ny 

t: i lc s to tl:c --hs t1.T.1· C. o? ... ho:to it YTs o:;c-,c, etc-~ c.n,,_ j o i n i n~ nuch 

sooner thr.n c.n tic i~:i;-.toc:.. J:va.r. ont l y thu Cc1·:c:r-11 :· .~.i n bor''.y cou l c:. 

Fost·:.-;'_r:'. r.lso . To ,,C~. to th~ ~-c"_,_ __ i r~.1 1 s cor.fusic:: , the th i r.,_ re -

port ::1cn ti once'.. r-.': ove c~.:_·:c -.t this tL1c fro:, .. the SOUTIL: ?T OF 

r.~.:;c.in, rc)orti:nc- thr.t th.:.. :~::.10:'_~-_'"'.ttL, Fl · .. ct llr'.r' "'.ltcr::.:t ccursc 

br-'.ck to lJ OTITE r.nt tll-.t the Gc:c:·,.-.n ~_;··.·,tl~ crui;Jcr::; ·)ore South 

tlo Cl'Ui scrs in t:10 ~-cnor··.l ·;i Cini t:·· tl1c11 of' ( ~i:) • Ot vi,::,usly 

c.n error, r'.s there ---:-.s nc.: s 'tl'O:C.:'. :)res u;T_)tion thc.t .~t nn°.-. l Bc,,.,_t-

ty ,:."'.s in c.ction t·.-~nty - :i:'ivc ni l cs f1°0--~ this :1ositic,n , ---.t K • 

N'cv crtholoss , the no--· :'_)ociti-:-Jl! of t:.c c:1c::~- :-.t (L ) coul" only 

tone to stro:n. . ;then t:1c .".c".:·lir 1 ' s :_,r _;~:ious co:1.clusioEs , ·;l:ich 

no·:;, ho-.::;vcr , L1 s~~itc. of .:-.11th'"' ovitcncc ·.-:llich :10 :-_c-_( cor: -

h i s :\pot tin:· '.)oc.rr,_. ,,.'_r-._,_iir ~.1 J'olli c oc ·,:"'P c c:T,cl l:;( 110·7 to r0ly 

.Lccorc,_int·l3- he hcc.c1_or ~1i s fl'J()t SoutJ"'. in orc'.or to -.in no r:or0 

fro;::. tho ·.7os t·::r.rt . I ri r.c ttF.l f c.c t , ."J'.:..1i rr-.l J' '-'llic ,rJ coul( not 

kno· .. yo t 0:.-ht'. t to r,_o. 
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Soon the L,O!- :iJUIC; si_,htecl the LIO!- to sta:cloarcl, in action, 

on f i :i.·e, a::..1c' follcvrnC ty only three sl1i:9s . '!.''.1e i:1.C·.1ire.l i i.1-

A~1iral 3Gat ty cou l d not see the Ei:~ Seas Fleet nn~ reJl i ed : 

H -."'7l:.-. ,- n-
_JJ J.!.J .;..J_ 

the or:.l y ene:,13r he could .see . 1.I'his ':Tould ~1ut Ar:.1iral :Ii p:::>er at 

(}~). Eut ths Co~nan<ler-in-Chie: nmst kno 1:r the :9osi -'cion of the 

C'er::1an main bod:r . He 1.70.s ::·a.c~:ec: 1:Jy the uncert&inties of the sit -

uation, es:;:-iecial ly as his ls.st iLfo:i~··-;.ation of the .iilair occ,:r from 

the SOUTi:...:11:PTo:.,. ·:,as that i·~ Has ahead of the ·JattlG cru is e:;s vrhich , 

if true, ::;lac Gd .i'i.c~~ii:i.'al Scl1ee:: a'~out in :positio:.:: (N) . To adG. fur-

the1' to t:16 :ness , tho SOU':.:'-~..:~'.Pro:: at th is 1-1on3nt re~1ortod that she 

battle e ruiscrs at ( 0) acc:ord.in[; to tho lJlct t L 1e, cf the rc~Jort . 

lendi n[\ color ·co th.: ro;Jort that tllJ Cur·.12.11 ·,:ain boc1y , a.:t:'tor all , 

mi e,ht be at (H). Natur-c.11·" , .hc1:01iral Jol Licoo r.:.,su:,1,JG. his fo r: :1or 

course m1d. c:.:;r:J:iaticc.l l y :'-~ ... oc.toc. at G :10 ~>. i:1. llis si nal to .Lc"'..niral 

Boatty -

Four minute::. 12.t_:;r all uncort2intics 1-:crc 0.is 1;clloo. on 1°occi)t 

fr o a l..c~::.1ir e 1 ''<;atty , nho :1-0~ (~ i n th., m-:antL:c a.r,2.in sichtoc~ tho 

Ei -:_h Seas r1c..,.,t as l1c clos(.c. on t:~o ~&s tc1 1l ~r cours0 . 

This ~Jut ...',/.:-.iira.l Sclloo::..' 8.~:.Jm·o::;:i 12.tc.l y at (?;, , 0111:,- six or sc.von 

vi sib ili ty co::<li t ior:.s . This Jos i tion '.7as co.::-_:f in.i.C:d n1·~1os t at 

onc o by a rc·)ol't r.: cci v:cl fro: .. : ." ... d:i1ira.l 3-:ran - T:1oi::.as in tllc 34:..i.1R:J7 . 
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tho concrE. l -;Je,o.:rinc lin:, o:i.' th: enemy . ··.110.t ~·.c.:·iir o.l, under the 

c il· cu~1s ·ca.nc :. s , cou10_ o::· · :oulo . havo dc~_)J..oycd oth::.n··. 'i so? 

It h&s bocn stc..tce. tl1c.t this orthodor fo1' r•1 of o.oplo;'L1cnt, 

(Fib . G) ty tho G-i~unc~ Floot sb.oulC: have bcon consiclcr:d unn ·.:cos -

s ary in f &c:, of o.;.1 inf or ior onon:,r -..-1ho, it Ym.s cor:-ccctly r·.ss u i:r::: d, 

\7oulcl not himcclf doplo3r for ·,attlC; c:..: c,inst the. su.,.)orior st:_:,.:ncth 

of the: Gro.nd Float, - ')Ut on th'..) co n tr :.:.ry , 1·un cvro.y - o.s o.ctu.:tl-

ly proved to bo tho cc.so • 

..' ... clmirc.l Jollic :Jc n0ver c.ssu~:1ocl the enemy noul d not ficht . 

~s r ocar~s thJ stronGth of th~ force e pJo sod to hiLl, th e roport 

from : ... a.::-1in .. l ~1c,;tty , th1ouch the. P RilTC~.SS ROYLL, th :-.t th e, cnony's 

fleet co n:}r is od 26 to 30 bc.ttl c..shilJS , lod hii!l to conclude t lr.t 

h v hr.& ~w.:.s::mt 18 r:~rc:-;c1nouc;hts (his info:c:- ,1r.t ion fro :·1 th e .: .. c1.rnirclty 

b ,...,1· n c th:'t t'111' c.• .,.,u···''JCl' ,· v·c ..,.if 1·1··'~10\ ~n," +'_1~.t h '"' " l co 11~d " t \,., ·• •• 0 J.,4 .-.!. ,/l..U l, . (. . ../. --'/' "·• V I....) • .::) .._(,. (.. 

1::::-.st one. sqt~:---..ch·on cf 8 pre-d1'c2.c..ncuc:hts . •n.1::- .. .' ... d:1ir r-.l furthJr 

conclu.dod ,.t 1 ,~ .. ~_st 8f dcst1·oys:i.:·s r.1 Jro Y1ith t'-1:..:.. ~=ic,11 8.:-,r.o I'lo~t . 

It ~unc~rc~ to ~ ~1ir~ l J~llicoc, under thGso conditions th~t 

1...funir~l Sche;cr n i c:1t T:oll consi6.cr h i! !1scl/ stront., cnou:h to .fi:.ht . 

Ho co1·t ~·.inl :r did. not :.ntic i :1,.tC; - n i:·iL10di .to rotro~.t on his "Jr'.rt . 

It is tru.::, th .t .:~diilir:-.1 Je,llicoc told the ~·-fu.1ir :-·.l ty in 191 4 tll,. t 

ho oxpcctc6. th e. cnc:.1y ·.:ould Olil)loy r c.;ti:ci nc; t---.ctics so c.s to d:::-'.'\7 

him 1vc1· ni:r.cs or subi~r.:rL1,s O:i..' into tor~_iodo fire, ;)ut it did 

not follon ~t ~11 th~t h e ~o ul C not use his ~uns ~s ~ell . Thus 

1 in o to -.llo' .7 of fi1 1 G °lJcinc; o~cnod. ~Cho j_dc-. oi:' .---.n i nmo dir- to 

ch~sc nev er occurr:d to hin . 

But ov e r. tl1o u c)1 th,:, -- < n11 1 ~l h,.( L:. 0·1cc1i::-.t._,J.;;r turncc1.. in ch-.s o 

of th-:. Hi 0 h 80 2.s li'l c:ct , it -.--),')e,:-.rs th( .t i t u ould h -'.vc been i m'r)os -

si;)lc to force ,. decisive :-.ct ion bJforo (} . .rl;: unles s ~-c"l:.:~ir....-.1 Schc.Jr 
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unrcm i ttin~., tor·-,e,c:.r o:i.'fo:..1sivc '.f-.ins·c ;- lTurouin, fL..,ct ; ~.t lc,".st 

tho difficulty of w,rcsui t --,oulo. ~r.vo be ~·n incr J::.se;c,1 oy tl10 counter -

turni::i.s no-:omon ts 01.' .L 1 . ' • ..L • ,. 

L,J.1C :il'J. L,lS1l. Th~sc ~ovcmonts un0lcstion".Jly 

·.7ould h,.vo bcon :-:.··:."-Y... o.s th, ... ci.:..:1il',.l consid.Jrcd it r. mort risl:y J>l'O -

cc::.dinc to turn - t01rrd ·,7hcn .. successive ~r.vc n:2 C.ost:..~o:re,r :·.tt".clcs 

is boinc; do~.l t 11i th r.nc' th ·.t , it .. ci:-.s kno·.rn t0 hir:1 ',:'"'.s the C-crr:r--.n 

rnod.o of ::-.ttc.ck . 

~urine this phc.so of tlL :.>.t tle, ·::hen ...-Ji.nil' ".l Jollie oc '.7::'.S 

rc.ckot by th uncort-.inti-:.s of the c1~it,is ·::hich ho l<:n:.:,,_-; ·::::'.s h1pcnc1 -

ing , the Co:tn,.n Co::F!1:-.nclcr-in - Chicf rorlc bli tl1oly on in 2:mrsui t of 

Lcl.ni r-.1 Poztty until ho in his turn -,-_. ·.s 1."ronc ht f:-.c,.., to f f'.co ;_--;-i th 

C'.11 oxt1'omol~ 1 critic ·J. situ .tion r0c_yirin[, L.rri10c' i:-.te; .--.cticn . 

Th:. Eic;h Sc·_s ?'lcct he-.( been :o:tocooC.in~ in -~iJ1J).c co.J-~IIID sin ;:o 

clo:p.--.rturc . 'y;r ·r i V C 
, • .1 ~- li, l1t c:..~niscrr, cc.ch -.cco:in:Y'.n-

North 

rrould not l)J.:-ovo~=~ on:. ,_,_:.inst th, ,1~0 s :::::" t s t:ccr:..::_ th of tho G:i.~·".llC. 

Flo .:t . E-:t even th::, :..~cnot:, ~)ossi ·-::ili ty o:: Jcinc (.r·.-.-.J.1 in~o ,_ 

fl.:,ot <'.Ctio:1, ··it:ol'.t r.:.1=:ilo -·.-.:cninc_;, c:i.~ossoG. the : .Cnir-.l's :·1i}:.C, 

,.,ro".ch or dJ:9lo:·.1cnt i:: ~. iF.n::c:r si:::.:tiL-.1· to tllc .:-~1~it-ish C.is·1osi tion . 

But ·:·~ :mo·.-.- : .. L,··iir.l Sc.hcc1~ lirf no int-:;ntion ··11·-_t-:.vc1' o-f' deli ocr~_t-., -

si:.-:e,l) colu:·m , l)ut ,.t c:.-.-.n ~1c.. fo1~J.1cc: the 3-_ttlo Fl_CJ-.)t cruisin[. for 

collun3 ci :ht c-_')1:~ s ,-.:Y-.rt, o:cc -.ni z-. tion ro . 5 . 11 Durir:c ~·-c:.nir-.1 

Schoor ' s 2_:mrsnit o:t __ ;:..,_::ir-.1 3o- .tty the C-cr;·i-_n c.01,.,.1.in ;_-:~.s ·:·idcly 

strunG out o~coJt for th~ thrcv l0~~in~ Civisio~s; the thrc.::.. r~~r 

divtsions str~.r;.=;J.a( <'.t ti:'i:.;s c-.s t~.r ~.s six :'.1il.::..c --.stern . Pursu i t 
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t ·,_ctics c-i_o not l cnc~ t ~1x.s ~1-v:;r; to -.(hr.):;.'::...1t c :, to i'i' i C :f.'o:..·0 i:::.tion . 

T,, -
l.L..., 

'.n hou:..· rn- :-. c-u .rtor · ·i th no in'~ic:--.tioL -. .-:1 .tGVCj_' t:_ ·c --~~-.il· · l 

tion lee: th-.: C'c.r1- .n :;::11:.ct i:i.1 the :nn·cui t , -.n,' nr'_tm."·.11:r ·:·err: tho 

first to n:- .2;:e, con-c·. ct · ·it h -~11::.. ::rit isJ.1 :'.:'orccc -.I:.;c-J: . '=1hic cont,.ct 

si tu-.tion -.t th:. ti·,1e, o-: tl:. i s c o:::1t .c t io sho·::n in Fi{ lffv o . 

un cc~ u;-,.1 -.ction ensue( in °·:hic:1 

cut u:9 by ~·f.:·-:ir ~.1 ·Joc( icl-::cr I s fou:;: · 

V ,-_· ·i ,r 
vJ. ,J 

~~fc or this initi~i cont ct ~nf ~ction by cit~Jr si(c . Ho~~v~r , 

once to the so un : ~; ·u~s ~n _ co on not o~ ly h~( th~ r ctr;~t in : 

CI\S Ul l.( .. or ---. -·- --i ,,.... 
. . u 

In tiL 2:1:: T .. ti ::.c, . . '..::iir ::-.1 ':c.~·-t t:r in jo j_ni::.1 ~1is o·::r · .i~.in i3oc"..y 

h...,.- turne:(. his sllj_--)s to : .n ::=-.: ·L:i:-1~- com· sc ~.::1·· in ·'.oiu,·_ so lr s o 

inr:.i c ~tine_., it ·.:oul( soc: 1, t ll -.t tl L C'CT'TT s -.-.c~'.:, ';Ju· .;Ji n~~ int c 
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r'"'.Cio th:-.t s h -; -.-.-...--.s tis~.b1 .... (' , but this L.1tvlli, cncc ,_i( not ro"'.ch 

Thus u· ) to this t i ne C');sol uto1 :~ r.11 th e i nfo::..·:-:·.t io n ;J_:·lir~.1 

of hin, ,.-.-~.s nunc1.cr firo of oncn:· br.t t:i.:-.:. shi~_)S, 11 It ::-ms t h-.vc been 

:-.n ox co cc"'.in e;J.y tryine, tL10 for th::; Vice--·. '.I:ir ,'"'.l . So: ·cth in h:-f 

to be C.ono quickl y , but -. ....-h,.t? .:.t this V ':iJ.:y rlo:·1cnt he S·'"'.·.-:-his 

li gh t cruisers o:::-:cr.:_:o fro;.:i the ;.·1is t on his •10:i..~t hc.n '. :-.n·' rusl:. 

to·::,'"'.r(~ hL1 .::. ·.~.y fro: .. 1 this nc-.· '.mony - K .TTL::S HI PS. Scoutinr Di-

vision II no·.:, it ·::r.s obscrvcC: , on l y consistc,'. of th:cc-:.. slli~,s . 

Those iJ:'.s sc:'. r.t hi ~-h S"C0'1. i r.1L10, i -.t.::.ly ".ho<'.··. of ~J.:1ir~·.1 lii)per in 

tho LlY.J.1Z0'.7 .:-.n'~ ~)r:.ct icr.11:' sr:cl_)t the, 1x.t tl0 c~cuisor s :--.lon .:; in 

thoir rush , Not uril i2c.J :c.ob psycholoe:,7. 

The b'.".tt l o Cl'Uis c:;.·s ·,-:-or·c J;r0c ipi t··.tel:r tu:.:ncC. toc;othor by sis -

nr.l to follor:- tho li,::ht c:~ui scr::o , r.··-.:· fro .. 1 e,x~.ct l:- ·::h-.t ·.:r'.s not 

kno·.-.n, but -...t r-.11 ovc1.ts, ~n'n'~snt ly ,:·::--:y. Tl~is ···oul ~ C'.l))c;-_r to be. 

tho oxpl.'.'.n,.tion of .J.:.·:ir "'.l : .i~/ ?CJ.' 's first turn - ;-:::c.y. He hLis::.lf 

h :-...t not .-...s :?ct :.von s"cn the ;,cnony b .. ttlo2hips, 11 nuch less be :.,n 

un (o:r th,.:;ir fire . Thc;sc 11b~.ttlcshi)S 11 , of course, ·:.'e,:.~e, __:_,.2:1ir-.l 

Hooe:' s ThirC.. B,-:-.t t l o c1~uis c1' Sc;_u:-fron ··:hi ell ·.-.--.s f orc cr'. r:.·:;:-.:, ;-_f to r 

th e ir <'.tt '.'.ck on .'/.:·.ir~.1 Boc(ic}:or ' s li r:ht cru i sers 1'.):;r , .. vi f~orous 

:-.t t :-.ck oi1 pr. rt o:2 th::. .:.::v:-·.ncc,~ GcL·.~.n r'~cstTo:rors . This C..ostro y::.r 

i·::-.r r: . Eis thoucht .... ~s to push .:f:i::i r ;-;l De,.tt~r :-::::-:y , Jut th,:. to -

It sh')Ulc:. b0 1·'.cntion.:. -~ tlF.t no sll:i.iJs of : . . :.-.1ir:-.l }100 ·~' s r'.ot-_ ch -

ncnt hr .. : socn the Ca:..1 :r.n b·.ttlc cruisc1 1 L, ··:horc·.s , o:;. th:, con-

tr ,".r:r , • .' ... c~·1irr. l Hoor~' s )res':,:' cs ··:i th he ".Vy forces, ~-.-h -.tcvCl 1 they 
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f '.'.ct tlr.-~ thJ C.c:c:;..: .r:; li r,ht forc . ..:s on th;~ r.:1ot - ::-r:J C.cci C.cr".ly 

superior . 

li ght forces . Dur inc this c'.-" . .sh fo:;_· s.---.f ,..,ty , t L.c , .. .,_f;: h ":,_ f'or 

Chi ef ,".s f ollo- . .-c: 

of only three liLht cruisers -.s thc::y rushc~·- .,_hJ:-.:. of' hL1. :-_ fo·.-

cou:ylcC. -.7i th the f::-.c·~ tl1 -.t h,: -.-.-:--.s rushini. thc-'."'.-'."_lcnc.: into t11·.: no·.: 

rc q_uiri: nc.; hL ~ to ,:o so. -:;~hinr to .::_ot cl .Y.l', i·-1:_)cll >'. hi:": to tu1·11 

his b;·.ttlo crui co::.·s b.::-.c:i:: to '°· northcr l ~T cours::.. r.c_,-.i n , (r i7in c i r.to 

the ;Jc-.ttl c crui scrs 

hr:·. follo·:.-::/ :.:i:. -.-.-;1ile, he, ::i::~sclf continue,,: o:;_: out o/ ths "o--.t t l v 

cruisers t his t:'...: ::: ;)ut -)~r th., fo1·cc of ~1is Co::· -.-.n , ... c - in - Cl.ic.,f 

pushinc__ ~Jclli:~-~ Jti:~ . ~=is ,'".ction in ;_,ott_ i:~st-.,:cos - .~.r-; ·):f i'orc~ of 

of cnc .. y b:-.ttl:sl:.i")G . E::; coulr: not be u:r·c ---11-.t it · .. -·.s .. (·_ ir,"'.l 
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t i m~. Ho coul'. n".}co no r".ocis i on no·:·, so llc ·oruss..:, "'.: on. 'r,:,n --1in-

utcn l ".tc r th:, confir·· :':.to ry rc·)ort r'.:trivcc~ f:to :. -· "'.:·:5.1·r.l ~~o,:,,,iel,. 1 

-.n~'- tho pli~.ht of the, WIJs:· ', .D:;::::N. T.7hil c rv·. ' i n:_. the,rrn rc:101·ts ill 

V".in effort to visu-.lizc the t::.'uc s i tn-.t i o:,. , h i f'. lc:--..,'.i ric; 'J·.tt l o -

shi~s ~itnosso~ the rush of th- b".ttlc cruisers to~~rf tho~ ~n~ 

their t ur n - ·.oo ut to rcsu: ··D sV.tior .. c l ose :---.he".,:, -'.s r·~cscrib:,(. n.bovc . 

Tl1cro c,".n be littl:- (ou')t in vio·. ·.- of subscqncnt o-,cnts tlF.t 

but h----. coTcinuor.~ his rctr-:··.t to ·::i th i n sic)1t of the li'l;-.c.shi:1, tlir~ 

ore-~ h i s f ".:·:ot1.s tu:.'n - -.-.T.y .:-·. t this tL:c ir.s tc;·.< o/ 1-_t'.)1', follo'.: ii1{ 

th:. 1:,:--.' . oI his ·;·. tth, cruis ;Ts , ".s '~i ,-_ tho:::.:c, :--_ fo·.: ;:.inutcs 0~.r li ·,~ 

follo·· th- l~ :-.1"'.: of. tll,.:: lic._ht cruisc:cs ,-.r, tl1e3r retire·"'.: . 

L1~1ort, .nt tlF.n or th::. rn::-::s~~--ff.:I , or,·:ro'~ ,_ ch ·nr..;c of" course in the 

roJort~( :1rvctio~ of this "'.:is~blo' cruiser. It is of intcrort 

here., to :..'or.lizc tlK.t :.-·lirr.l :-.:chncl;:c i:1 th;, la:-. ,·.i11t· 1:--.ttlcs~,i}) 

rco::rrc, lr. •. si::il·.::c rcr.ctio::s to ·t/1is sitE-tion .-.s 11-_,,_ by hie 

FURT ' s :re;1)0:rts , -_n,-. ·.:itn0ssL .. _, th:., turr:.--.1~om::.' of the b-.ttL~ 

cruisers to·:·~_rr' the ono: 1:.r ,~ _ .iJ , i: ..:..~o .-.i -.tol:r cr(crc his o·.:n 

c-ucntl v - .., 
~·. r'°' C" . _.., 

spirit, Eh".rc~ no ~~bt by ".ll -~o ~oul' sec th~ ~rc~t~ot contrib -

utor:r f:---.ctor to t~li.8 spi:rit , tl':,, c.-.sl: ··.-_.~.in r_t th: oo_c:--,y on ~r.rt 

Vico -.:.- _::lir --.1 11-:: ::·c".11:· no oth::,r lt-::-nF.tivc . ~:is turn -t o· . .--r'°'.: 

y_-~_s :pr-.ct ic~.11:r :fore.:/. U)Oll hj: ~. 
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"I i:1'"'.c"' .. o ·~ho "· ·.v·_r1 cc boc·.l1.sc I thou· 11t I 

th::: si tu~_tioi1 ~-:~ .. _s qui to obsct1ro to ~-·!o for· J_ 

-·:/T roJ)orts. " 

.. : .. ,~:.::.ir-1 Hi1)•.)Cr nc-·. i·uchcs ')c.ck closely loc/in c_; t~.:, Float to 

the; "'.)p!'o:x:i:,c..tc ~1osition -.:~..,crJ ho or··.cro:'. his first rotro:---.t . ~'J'.-

~ir~l EooCickor in his li cht cru i scru is loft f~r bohin~ . ~c'.-

~ir~l HiJ,or h~~ ro~iro1 for ton ~dnuto~; ho t~on c~vc~co( for 

rc:port o:f tl:c :TI'I-L'..lIT<:FlillT ·.-:-C'.,S :probC'.bly :·1oro tlr.n correct . Ls ho 

onorc.cr fro:·1 tho ::1 is t r·i thin C::-,_ne::orous r-.n -us of the hor.c~ of 

th-.; stn .. l to1)loyi1:.;~ :;:iri tish bC'. ttlc lino, ho ·:.-c.s ::'.ct ~J:T ,- ::1ost 

c'.cvc;.stc.tin; ; firo ·::hich coul(~ ill bo :..·oturncc 1 i:.:' C'.t r.J .. l on ::~ccount 

of poor visibility to tho NorthTicr~ C'.n~ bcccuuo of th~ fC'.ct th~t 

h is shi~)s -.,ore ce:r.ccJ.:·.-.lly in li:10 ~.ho;-,J' ~:i th tho ono:•:.y c.lso c.b.or/ .• 

Ho couL '.. :not C\'c.n r.-;. . ...._k,) out ·::he~ t it -;,-:-.f, ho he.( bu;:]o,· .. into; :::uch 

less oo coulr' th.::; Co· :.:.ic.nC01·-in - Ghiof in t11'J for ·:r:t ion four : 1 i l os 

so f ::-.r; they st-.::.c.c::Lo~ tO(·CthcI' or. South..:;-_st, ·.-:hich ·:C!ulcl c..t 

le e.st }H .:,s011t bro:-.r:3iCc fire , .. hilo rGtirinc , ir cc.s0 o:-:-)Ortuni ty 

1!:'.S hr/. to OJ)0:'"1 or. tlr:: onc·.:iy . No C.ouut consi :.'-::::c:--.tion -."7C'.s .:_,ivcn 

to C..u:;?lic::-.tinc; tho co:·::_)le:te tu:r:-: -c ::c.J of t··:cnty :1inutcs before, 

but this course obviously ~Qs i:Qr:'.cticcbl0 ~ith t~a 1 ~in Boty so 

close r.st:-JrJl . It ·::.--.a f'ortun~.ta for the Go1···1.c.ns tl:.:::-.t thoy c~ic: not 

per, -.-.-i tl1 t·::onty l.l".j or c,:lJbro hi ts is out of :'.ction ; the DER-

:--.p!1c.rcnt oxplc.~r.tion of this turE - 2:::"..3:--·.-.-l1ich ho lr.c: v::.;_ uoly ob -

DERFLirG.:Z~: 
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" SCOUTD.TC-DP.rJ::sro:r I IS TURNIEG Ol''F .. ·.s PO O:OS:S:!1-

v_-_TIOHS POSSI BL:C: o:~ .'_CCOU}?"s::1 OF SUI~. t! 

Ho r~i( not ·.-_1ortion tho f.'.11- i::.portc.nt fo.ct ·.:hich n.0°:; ::~ust h:.,..-c 

boon full~r ::.iJ,,rcci2to,1. by _·_c··ir,.l Schc)or tL:::·.t t11,, b"_ttlc cruis cri::; 

hc-.t :cur: int o :--. terrible fi:i.·c ·::hicl: tho:· four.·· irrcsistib_lc c1n 

c.ccount of -Jisi:Jilit:r con."itio::.s . It is v ery i)OssibJ.c th ·.t the 

Unc~or the... circu:.-:st-·.nccs LC::i:r.'c·.l Sch ~;e;r coulc1 c'.o no ri.oro tho.n 

,.cco)t tho to~·.:.)or~ ry solution to this nc"'.Julous '"lut C'.:'.:)l)<'.rr.:ntly 

gr::.vo si tu~.tion offe1~cc. by c ,_:pt-,in. Hf'.rto.=_:. Tho Co::;2:ir:n1"'.cr- j_n-Chicf 

h~·.10:"'.if'.tol :: orc1.oroc. the Flc0t to f ollo·.--;- C:~.'Yk.in Hc-.rtoc, in the 

DEP.FLIFC-ER c-.s , ·uif o . 

in - Chief· in yo,·for:1.in~ ; tho obvi rns by hcc.C:i11~ -:-.rou :::-f ·.:i -~h cho 

loc.c~inc bC'.ttlos~:1.ips in thrJ ··::-.ko of tl1o bc.ttlo cruisers . He , too , 

in his turn , c.:0.:10 unc':.or tl1'..) sc....:1c fi::c-:; 1:.rhic:1 tur::.cC c:.·-.y th:J 'o-'.'.t-

tlc cruisert ·::i thou t being C'.blc to . :--.ls:e: s:"'.t;j sf c.c -~oi·y· rc~)ly . His 

turn-r--.-::c.y ·::···.s covcrl1oc1. by itonticc-.1 rcc.soi:.s . Ho rcc.1.uirot no 

by thCJ b-.ttlo cruiser.:- i:r:. the.. loc.C. . Subs:::;q_ucntl~r hiG 0°.:n C.'.ction 

r~C'..s confir:-1oc1. by the Co:.:.:J·.n,~8r- :Ln- Chi,:n' ' s ,JrC.::1~ to t~i::-: ?'lout to 

Tho lo~rin c ~ivision of b~ttlcshiJs , ~ivisio~ V, ~~ilo turn -

ing to f ollo·;.- t:ic.: b.· t U.o cruiser:: , y·.::;s~ - tliran,:=;h this inf c1·no of 

fire. Tl1is coul( bo obscrvoc 1 n<:ro clo['ol3r by ~·-'-°'..:..irr.l Schoor thc-.n 

tho punisl1nent r,:cci voe by tho o-.t tlo cruisers ,·mcl"l f -.rth·;:;:· '--:~--Y. 

Tho next j-ttl~shi~ Tiivision , Division VI , ~hich ~ns tr~ilo( by 

the Flo et Fl ~ .. ::;.3l1i1), ·::;·_s cmtcrinc; in to this sc.::c :--;o 1 c of' ·::i.c.xL :u:1 

ono:·.:y fire fro .. : c-. source t!1~~t '::·.s un~:nc,:·n , but it3 o:ffoct ·.:c-f:. 

cvon :--~oro foTcibly '.)rought ho,10 to tho Co: 1rw .. n "'..01·-j_:1-Chiof . .,_ 
-- L, 

of tjc Fifth Flotill~ tt~t 
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" .LCC ORDJi,TG TO REPORTS OF P~ISOEERS FROH Tm 

D3S'11IWY8R NO~i:.D, 60 L.i..RGE SHIPS IlJ VICINITY, 

Ii,TCLUi)Il;G 20 NJ:::1:! 3 .'.TTLJSHIPS :JJD 6 B.'.T1rr:~ CRUIST.:RS . 11 

Th::-.t ir.s onouc;h ! ;_('.:,.·.1ir.-:-:l Schoen · i ?rr:~oCi":.tcly c.cco1)tcc:. this 

report r.s th: oxpl,.rr.tion c::'.' thci still vn.c;uo si tu:·.t i on i nto 

;-_s he; possE1ly coulc:., :-,_t G : 30 p . :·1., hiG o·.:n fc.i~1ous turn - c::o.y of 

tho entire Fleet . In;'_ sense this turn - c;.ny on the ~~rt of tho 

Hi sh Soo.s F.loot is c-.n;:-.lc.cous to tho to~lo:TJ:1on t of the Grc.n(: Fl oct , 

- both tho r:011loy: 10n t cu1<'. tho turn - -:.--:-:::' .. y boi:.1g thCJ i ni t if'.l tC'.c t icr,l 

:-1ovcnonts inv ul vine; th0 on tj_ro Float on oi thor si(o n.s rosul t of 

tho nor.r pi·oscnco of the other • 

.' .. c'.::1ir:-.l Scho:.r is quotoc~ c.s s~yin;..) ui th rcs·0~.:;ct to this turn -

inc un(or r .. 11 ovor;.hoL.::.inc; fire C'.nc th-:-.t I could 

not risk tho Fl c;ot O:'L tho ·.1r;~s:3_·~D3N' s r.ccount . " 

To continue --:-:i th t:1s p:roco(uro c,f the Gcr: 1_-"jl li'J..cot : r:o hc.vo 

··:i tncssoc1 the turn - c:::f".y ::-.ric'.. C.isclose'..:'. tho :--.:::,)2.rcnt ro:- .. i3ons , such 

:--.s they r:oro , -:-;hich L1:..::icllc:~ the CoTL:2.n-:cr - in - Chicf to rctr::;".t 

so j_)r cipi tously . ; .. (.J:1ir,.l Scho,.;r got his ::1r.in bor:..:, turnocl to ·"-

course c;or..o:. -:-.117 South ·.7cs t , th;::;n ric.st , -. ·j_ th th.:; b:-.ttlc cruiso::..~s 

str~.c;(;linr; to the Southc-.s-c··2.rc1 . FirinG C:l'~.C.lF'.lly CC'.'",30Cc . The 

Gr ,"'.nr:: Flo ot llcf not even co:1·1l etoc. its C.c~;loy::1011t. 

Tho ra crc~t ~s cb0vo (oscribef of thJ Gcr~~n Float continuoc'. 

for t~enty-fi 70 r:i.inutos , ·.-:-hen it ·::C'.2 turno~,. ,·.roun .. : "-L "'.in . Durinc 

this interv~.1 the only c-.r:,:i tionr..l infor!:i.:-'.ticn rocci var: or obs0rvol~ 

b:- :f: .1ir ~ 1 Schoo?.' ·,-:.-.s, first , th:--.t tl10 re -.r ( for· 10rly the v,.n) 

of hie Float ~·;;-_::, still untor E".jor fil'C so:·D fc·:: ninut, s C'.ftor he 

or(oroc." .. the tu:c:1 - ,:: .-c .. y; soconr: , '. r0!)0rt fr0:::; Cr.:)tr .. i::1 Vo:.1 ~~c-.r:~f 

,...,f th0 HOLTI'.:..; rccci V;·" sh0rtly -.ftor :Ciri:·v: r.',.s observe-~ to h.::.ve 

co'.:'.scC.. m1 his r:x.r::1ost sllj_')S th ,. t tho 
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c .. t the ti:10 of tho turn - o.~·:-c.y; c.nt thirr:. , the <'.pproc.ch of sor.10 

onor.1y lic;ht cruisers boc.ri:c..=:: gcnor:.lly North - Northoc.st f\p::,o.rent l y 

for tho purpose of t~cticr.l scoutinG . 

Thus to su:·:ac.rizo , th0 -·~c.:1irc.l ln101·; tb.~.t ho ,-.--c.s hor.c:inc; V!ost 

in con::;>c.rc. tivo s.::-.foty . Ho fo ~.roc:. fro:.:! Co:·.r,.c-.rn:.or Heinecke ' s report 

tho..t it -:.7,.a v . .:ry prol;:: :ble tho Grrnt Fleet ;7".S ill the vicinity . Ho 

knon th~.t tho v ::>.n of the one:::1y, vory possibly tho Gr~mc. Fleet, 

bore r.pproxii:12tcly :Sc.st by South . He c1.ic1 not knorr the course or 

for:1".tion of tho SUl):)oso~:. Gr~nc1.. Fleet no noro thc.n 1 ... c1..nirc.l Jollicoo 

kncrr tho c"' .. isposi tion of the High Sec.s Floot upon contnct . Tho 

British nicht bo stocrinG in c.ny ,1..iroction fro: ·.1 tho position of 

the vc'.n c.s f,ivcn by C.".ptc-.in Von Kr.rpf . ;,.c'J·.:irc.l Bc,.tty h.-'..s lnst 

boon soon :.t very close r ~ncc s hor.tinG C'.rounC to tho Ec.st~C'.rt to 

be sure, ere r'.ins his m·:rn ships 1 ikc,:i so to th.:; Ec.s t·::::'.r<.:. It ·r:::-.s 

cort.::-.inly poss i blo by no'.·: for : ... (J .:irc.l Doc.tty to be nor.r tho posi -

t ion c1.osi;n". toc1.. by the MOLTICC c.s the cno:"'ly vr.n . Yet it -r:,".s hc..rc1.ly 

possible, - in f".ct incrcC:iblc J - th::>.t it coulc.1.. l1r.vc boon .':.f:.:·1ir::..l 

Bo~tty together ~ith the Fifth B~ttlo S~u::'.{ron , for "b~ttloships" 

· . .-ore rcportoc 1
. , '.:ho c.proc.roc: o,".rlior sc suU'.cnly in his vcn . It 

1·.r:::-.s o.11 c. horrible ju: ·1bl::; ; he kilO':"T pr:-.cticr.lly nothin::; C'..nc:. it 'l':.:i.s 

L1possiblo for hi:-: to C.oc1..ucc tho truth. The 01~ly clue c.pl)oc.rs to 

hr:vo been sivon by tho c..p110::-.r::-.nco of Co:.:l:loc.,_oro Gooc1onouc)1 ·-.-i th 

tho Soconc1. Li ch t Cruiser Squc.c1ron to the Northo.:'.sr:.-~.rc:. r.s possibly 

c"'..ofinine, tho ro ::-.r of the cno::w ~.-.-i th tho v::-.n r.s inc:.icc-:to( . 

Nelson ~:liGht h~.vo visuC'.lizoc"'. the true si tue:.tion on this fiolc1 of 

b c..ttlc, but it so.:;ns [oubtful th~t evon ho coul~ h~vc ponotr".tod 

this ::1.-.zo . It '::,:.snot , of course , vi.su~.lizoc: by ..:'J.T~irr.l Scheer, 

for hC'.( ho so toc"'..ucoc:. tho true conor'."'.l c".is2_)osi tioi: of the onony , 

never ~oulf h8 h~vo 2ivoC into it ~she ~i~ . 

It is iflo to consiCor ".ccoptc..ncc of ; _L:ircl Schcer's uritton 

oxpl".n.:'.tion of the ro".sons for his socont turn - to-:-:,:.rt . Those C"..ro 

f :--.nilio.r to C'.ll . _·..ftor c..n.:-.lysis , they c:o not oven :·:iori t rcvio-r: . 
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Ho oxplo..in.s tlY.t it '.7c.s too oc.rly to t-.L:c U:;J nie,ht cruising 

order. Tho :3ri t ish coulC. follo'.' , :-i.nt by co: 1.=_;ollini:; hin to fie,h t, 

force hin tc C'.c:o:::,t ,. )C:.rtisulC'.r course of c.ction unc~or onc:-.1y pros-

suro . ThG initiC'.tivc r.roulC pc.ss ir..to their h~n~s enf thoy nould 

bo c.blc to cut off his rotrc"'.t fro: --1 tho Bicht . Thoro TJc.s only one 

r;c...y to c.voir1. thin: by C'.'.:v:-.ncinG ro .:-:.--:-.rr.'1 
.. lcss of conscquoncos enc. 

scndinG ~11 tostroyors to tho ~ttcck . boL". offcnsi vc '.:oul(:' u:9sct 

:Jtr.1irc.l Jollicoo ' s 9lc;ns for tho ros t of tho C.;-.y :-.nc::, if tl1c blor.r 

foll hcc:vil:r, f-:--.cili t:-.tc tho G01~::.:2,11 rotro:.:-.t turinc:, niGht . It rrnulc1.. 

r;i vo tho opportunity, too, for ~ lr .st effort to sc.vo tho WIZSB~'...DEN, 

or ~t lo~st rescue her cro~. 

Nor toes tho st-.to:-iont th:-.t "his intention r:·-.s no:tc probc-.bly 

to slip po.st the roc.r of t110 British Flo ct C'.nl: -~1C'.ko for ho:.1c 11 c:o-

servo "'"ny croc":.nnco 1,--;llc--.tovor. 

: .. dnir~.l Schcor, in tho first plc.co, c.:ic'. not lcnon fer carte.in 

thc.t the Gr".r..c1. Fleet r:r-.s :)rcsont . No1)oc1..y hc..C: seen it, c.n~:. ,:-hc.t 

rolir.bili ty ·.-o.s ho justifiot: in plc.cinc; on stC'..t::.;::icnts of cno::1y 

prisoners in tho NO!:.·.D? In tho sccoi1r:1 pl,"'.co, he c:it not C.cC.ucc 

nith the infor::: .:c--.tion :-.t hr.n.c1. th:..'.t inc1oC(1.. tho cnc:ry, ,.-;hc.tovor it 

pc-.st tho ro:.r of the British Floot 0.11r-. stocr for ho:::..o." 

No, ·:·o nus t look clso-::-:boro for his 1·0::".sor:.s, . .-,_n( it is tllou:..:,ht 

thoy no.y be foun('._ in tho sir..ll)lo hun"'.i1 rcr.c tio::.1s of c. very c1.cS})O r.'."''.tc 

::::~n unc.or those corn'.i tions of Groc.t uncor·tc-.inty . 

','lithout c'.ou1)t , _'_r'.Lirr.l Schoor , c'.urinc this initi".l rctirc:10nt, 

c::-..vc nuch consi·'.or".tior:. to contiirnin'" hin ::·ctrc: ~.t . Hr.r.1. ho boon 

positive in his o·:.11 kno·::lc('.:o th- .t h.J f~.coC: the ontiro Grr:1-:( Flo~t, 

it is hiGhly probc.blo ho ~7oulL: 11-.vo clo~:ruc'. cut of thr.t [' . .rC"'. o.s 

f".st ~s ho coul(, ns he die'.~ fo- ninutos l~tor ~ilion ~t le.st ha 

sr~s,cC: the true situ~tion . This in spite of ~hct he Tiritos to tho 

ccntr-.ry. 

But ho ·.--:-·:.s r..ot :!.)Ositi7c by c.ny :·~o:'ns . It ·1irht v·ry :Jossioly 

bo th"'.t ho 1.-.-r.s rotrv.ti:1c; before inf,:;1ior forces. In this cr:-.so 
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st~ko . Ho·:.1, if this -.-.·oro truo , coul'~ ho f".CO hie 3;.·1poror c..rH.1. his 

country? Ho ,.-;r.s runnine, :-i.-.:c:y, ho nus t roc-.1 izo nor.' ve ry forcefully, 

fro;:-1 tho non:-.co of ,'.11 ono:·1:r r.bsolutoly unl mo,;m to hL:.i, no ::K'.ttor 

:h~ t hie susJicions nicht jo . Ho hf'.~ reliof in his C.ocis ion to [o 

so very 1 -·.rc..,ol~r on i nfor~:, 0 .tion hr.( fro:-i c:c.0n:~ prisoners , 2.nr:. he hr-.c. 

r.ctoc''. inst ,:'.ntly 01. this very clubi ous infor~. ·.::-.tion. Ho turnoC. be.ck 

" ;.t th-:-; ono::.1y11 boc..-•.usc he f:)l t :.-1or::-.ll y cc::~_)ollo ·. to ,_1.0 so, cvon ::-·.s 

-·.nyo:no :;:.1ost likely -::oulc: c".o. Ho :::.1Ust finC. cut for hL:1solf ,.-:h'lt i7~.s 

this onc: ·1.y; ho nu.st t-.sto liis firo o.w'. ::-1(:.:;:o hi:,:1 t2sto h is or;n . If 

ho founr'_ hL: th ,::: Slll)Ol'i0r Cr:--.nc1. Fleet, them Y!elJ. :-,.n('. :::.cooC.., - ho '.r' .s 

just if i ce:. in l'unninc; ."_ .. =c.y; but ::ic ln10-.7 full ,;-.,all he ·:.--..s not nor; 

so ju stifio( . • 

Tho only -:.-2:y bo c::>ult (;o b .::,.ck i T:. ". huI':7 ·::c.s tho ,.-·[:.y :10 cc..::.10 , -

bofor:: . 

Tl10 ~· ... ustri;· _r:. Nc-:,--.1 ;_tt· ·.chc q_uotos :.c'' .. ,1irf'.l Schcor c..s s~yin"; in 

this re; --.re:.: 

i;T:w f·-.ct js I he.~--no r"cf'initc c'b joct ••••• 

1:m,~.m I :1C'ticcr~ tlr.t t:te: Jritish )T0SL-lU. .J 1., r, ;• 
-L ·- .. 

qui tc co-.r:.:ccl "'.1:J th:-.t t:1c IPloct ro: ,.-_11:.,'JC. ir..t-.ct 

t:1~.-~ tho c.ctLn1 coul( not en:~ i 1:. tl:J.s ,_-·-.y c-.nz.~ tlrt 

IIoro -:o :y_--o ti1:::; t:,:,u·cJ1 in r.11 its ::;Lnlicit~r. 

~n? of his ~ri~ tctcr:dn~tin~ to c~ntinu~ un~ltcr~Jl~ 011 his co u rse 
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con ~itioEs c011.tinuoc~ very fc.vor.:--.blo f:"r th::. British . Th0 G-or:·1,.ns 

co ult soc vc:.y littlo oxcoJt c rinc of fira oztcnf in G fr~1 tho 

Northec.st to th . ..., Southo-:~st; nu:·11-:iors ,.il'~- t~·:. cs C'f shi:::is coulc'. l1')t 

be r.1C'.C.o out. _'_s tho G-cr~r.n 10~. -~in(; Civish'l1.S e::crcoc". i n succession 

into vie·:: of tlr- :Sritish , there cc,ul( 1.1c no (·0U")t no·.-: c,n th\., ~)c.rt 

r·f r.nyono ·,·:hC' ·:;itnos::;cC this rinc; of f ire th .t iL·,_o.JC. it ·.-.---.c tho 

G:rr-.nc: Fleet . 

cruiso~cs tock :-.11 t!1-:: punish:·1ont they cC'ul,:~ st -nc for ::;r,:.:eth i ne, 

l oss thc-.n ten !·:hrntes . c ~.'Jt-.in H.~.rtoc.; tur:1cC r--:.::--.y :--.t 7 : 15 y . :·1. 

thos:::: : .tt~.clrs : thc~r cculr". t'.o no :1oro ir:. this hell ._,; fire . 

First , :.J·--.ttl~chi~_) 1.Ji-rision V, thon Di'!i:::;ir--:1. VI , i:1 follc·.:inc 

r..vsG of this ~-~c ~icino. .: ... t c.l: 1cst th.) ~)roc:i.so ,- ,·Y1cnt C. ·,t:-.~.r.. 1:-.r -

_·.c-,c.in , it ·.7::-.s cmou::.,:i! He :mst :_ct 0\1.t cf ·c!_j_s. Ne··, ir.,,.~ ,-., 

c oul( ruJ1. :: · -~' c-.n:~ 11.0 one coulC. s '.'.~' l1c ·:::--.::; 11.'lt 

•~C' inr_ sc • 

3rocl . 

justifie, 

-+ .v 

i n 

', 
"Ci.O 
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Nor:r c.t lc.st th:; G-crn'"'.n Lc'.nirC'.l feels justifior1.. in orc"'..erinc~ a. 

rotrec.t . Tho Cocision for tho first turn - m-:c._y ,·.lso is vinC::icc.tcc"'... 

Honor is not lost , nor is 0110 ' s roput 2. ti on lost in runniric; 0..~rc.y 

fron such a. superior ene:...1.y, ospocic.lly c.f tor such 2 c.::.llo.nt :-.t-

t~ck l Thero is nothinG icno~inious no~ in this rotro2t. ~~~iral 

Schoor nust hc-.vo felt so: ·~0 1::hc.t plo.::-.sec~ ovor his C'..Ct. His c'.uty hc.c1.. 

beon done. True , it uc.s costly; he hc..t 1::l c"'.coc. his Fleet in c. nost 

p1~oco.rious position , l)rob['_bly inherently tho nost c'.2ncorous si tuc. -

tion in '.7hich c. noc:orn fleet over h2.s boon or over 1.1ill be . But 

ho c'.iC. not knorr uhc.t ho 11c.s runnins into; ho-ri coulc". ho knor:? !..11 

tho nore glory for ths pluck ('.isplo.yoc.1.. ! ',7ho. t olo.::-10 on this f'.ccount 

coulc. conpc.ro ·ai th tho shcno of not f inr.2.inc. out -:;-rho h2t hit hin 

enc'. of not hi ttin.-; oc.ck? No, his nin( cculc".. bo c1.t rest on this 

score. Ho hf'.( c1c.rol' . to r.t t,. ck , ,'"'.n('. it turn or:'. out to be, c.f tor c.11 , 

tho Gr".nc.1 Floot . Runninc; r: . ..,.o.y n:.s nothinc no;·i . 

_·,.s -. :-.r.ttor of fc. c t, l:.o i:7C'.s for tuna.to onouc:h to hc.vo struck 

tho nost po·::orful f loot in tho uorh1.. .~_nc.'. to hr~vo boon c.blo to ex -

trice.to his o·:m floot for tho nonont c.t lee.st . Porhc.ps heroin 

1 ios c;oni us . ..~ t 10 ~.s t Gor:--iC1:1 history C<'-11 nr'.kc nuc h of it . ...·_c_nr:.ly-

sis r~1ll cc.use c. s:-:ilc . .' . ..n.C: so C'.Te :-.1oc--..orn bc.ttlcs f0uc;l1t ! 

Tho so reflections, if ontortc.inoc-:. by the ~·_c"'.:'.:il'c".l c-. t th:::. tir.~o , 

:"Just hc.vo given i.'O..Y nor: to the nonontous ':)usincss c.t ho.nt1.., th:-.t 

of c.voic1..inc; R'iI::N3"..:..L OF TIE B...'_TTLE LT '.::LYLIGHr THC NEXT MORNING. 

1 .. bovo ovorythin:;, this nus t bo c~ono. It is fo.irl:· cloc.r thc..t the 

1:..c''.niro.l C::.id not r:rrive c.t his C..ocision c.s to ox,'"'.ctly hoi_-; ho r:oulc1 

cc ~.bout the r.cconplis:T:::ont of his pur::icso until c.bout 9 p . :·1. , -rrhen 

there is ovary ovic'.onc o th r'.t his ninc1 r~c.s co:::)lO tely r:o.c1..o u1:i, f'l1,: 

thc.t he ,7o.s pur.suinc; tho course solectcC \.'i th r. resolution ch2rc.c-

tcristic of ::1-".c,nif iccnt loc.c-:orship . 

:stor cottL1c his Flcot cloc.r to tho r.rost-:.r'"'..rc'., c.bout 7 :30 l) . ~'.1., 

ho turned c;r;')_(:u::-.lly throuGh South 1.7ost to South , ·.--;-hich l.'"'..ttcr 

courco he sot e.t 7 : 45 ) . ::.1. This hoc-.c.cC hir.1 r:i rcctly fer tho Ens, 

distc.nt s o~.1cthin :~~ over 200 ::--1iles. Dofinitol~r r.nt :)c1·hnps instinct-

ivoly ho he.cl ronouncoc'_ :.,J.licle-'"'. of cscc.:")e by rounc::.in:::, to tho North -
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unrd of Donna.rk into tho Kc.ttoga.t.. Tho dist c·.nc c involvoc:. proclucloc1 

t -ri.king this course. ':Ii thout cloubt thoro hr-.c:. 8.lror::.c:.y boon inprossoc~ 

on his ninC the obvious nGcossity of g~ inin ~ tho security of hiu 

om1 ~-;-2.tors boi'oro C.c·.nn , c~s tho only possj_blc ncc.ns of o.voidinG do.y 

c.ction ·.7ith tho British in tho o:::.rl y norr.inG . 

Tho ono::w ,·ms still snn.ppinc o.t his vcm , forcinG hin fl'.rthor 

nnd fcrthor to tho ~ost~~r~ in spite of float course being South. 

J...t 8 o'clock ho orc.1..oro( his clostroyors to c.tto..clc , hoping thereby 

to c:.rivo cff the ono:·_iy o.nt cno.blc hin to t:ain soc. roo:,"1. to ·-a.rc:. his 

b C':.SOS. 

Ls do.rknoss sr,:-,_c.u c.lly sot in, British pressure. rolr'..xoc_ until 

it pr0..ctic:--.ll:{ co...,_socl, c.bout 9 p.::.-:i. In tho nc~nti::.·10 , 1:..c1..::1ir~.1 

Scheer h<'-c1-·,"ioichoc1 in the br.lcnco the; v .::Tious courses open to hin 

c.nC. ho.c:. c.rri vo e~ o..t uEo.l torC'..blo c1oci sion for his prococ1uro during 

tho nicht . Tha only ~c.y ho coull possibly 2chicvo his ~u rposo of 

nvoictinc; c.nothor clny c.ctior. '.-:-ns to go.in by (:.c.~·.1.1 tho s:ropt cho.nnels 

throuch his 0-.--.1.1 z-.1ino f iolrls. Tho British could n0t fo llo n hin 

thoro . 

His present cour30 Scutt! , for tho Ens , c ortc.inly r:oulc.:. ennblo 

tho British to ro - :::ncc·.;,o in the norning , c.t ·.-:hich tino ho uoulcl 

st ill bo n l one:; -c:1:1y fro;:: ho:::-10 c.nc. tho pro tee tion of his n i no 

fiol~s . To t~ko ~ course s li Ght l y noro to tho Enstuar~ fer Hali -

golnnc1. offcroc. tho sc,.:.::10 objection. Ho coul (: roe.ch tho chc.nno ls 

nonr Horn Reef by 2 little Qftor 3:00 a . o . Those ~era the on l y 

onos ho coul 1:. roo.cy by noo.rly c:.m,n. This , thor.. , ',7o..s tho course 

ho ,:o.s BOUND TO S'ffi:CR , the on l y course pos si blo for hL.1 in vim-: 

of his objective , !.C?. c.voi ... r s1g o.cti on . 

It noulc1. bo nocoss::.ry for hin to broe-k through tho British 

Fleet. This ho fully ronlizod nnc. ~ccoptof ~s inovitc.blo. Ho 

1.70.s qui to r.1illing to risk c. n i Ght a.ction in orc:.or to o..void ::no -

thor c:.o.y r..ction . 

I t is intoros tin e to noto horo thc ,t tho Br i tish , on the con-

trc.ry, ~ore unuillin G to risk a night action in ore.er to insure 
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rc~nv.:1:9ticn of th ..... CLny c.ction in tho ::-.10:i.'nin~. Tho Eri t ish pro-

cor::.uro ,1ur in c.; the ni: ht ·,-;i 11 be ·~is cussoc: 10-ter . 

Lc1.r.1irr..l Schc:Jr -:-:c-.s confic"' .. ont ho r:c.~s c..t lec,_st on equc .. l terns 

i.·:i th , if not cu::_JoTior to , the British in nicht cm:bc. t. Tho 

trc.ininc of the Gcr~·.1-:m Li e.ht Forces l:.n.c"'. bean very thorouch in 

this rospoct. Ho cc.·ul c1 onsily i:1.:--.sino tho terrors of niGht ,.t -

t:--.cks 11oic;hin:; :.1oro lloc.vily on tho British thc..n on :-iLisolf, os -

:r:iocio.lly c.s ho :·1i::;ht con coi vo thr.t British prococ~uro ,~urine tho 

nicht '.7oul c1 ::1ost likely be c;(worncc: by ::1otivos oxc.ctly 01Jpos i to 

to his 01711 . 

He r:ns o..bsol utcly co,·.:.::.:i ttod to tho Horn Tioof course . The 

nicht ,'"lction '\""thich ·.--:oulrl bo brou:.)1t e:.oout thoroby ,.-:e:.s :·.:.oroly in-

ciC:ontfll to tho nocossity of c;c.inin c~ tho socuri tJ of his nine 

fiolc:s nt tho oo.i·liust possi·o10 no:·10nt . Bo tho ccnsoquoncos of 

this night c.c ti on ....-:ho. t they nc.y , ho 1::-::ml _,_ ho c.C for Horn Roof 0.11,::. 

n~int~in his course f'..t ~11 h~zerf . 

This is ox~.ctly ·::hc.t he C:ic1 • ..':..t 9 :10 ) . :1 . ho sot the course 

of tho nc.in boC .. y SS:C, 1/ 4 :;:;: • for Horn Roof , c.nc: subsequently 

C::.uri nc; tho nicht :·.1c-.C.o cortc-.in slic.,ht cll~.n::::os in this cou rs o 1.·:hich 

r:i:rpoc:.roc1. to th:. rLe>.vi.:.,~_tors nuceso::-'.ry ,;s noro ,-_iroct. Tho LC.i·.1irc.l 

usoc"' .. lC'..nc;uc.cc in orc:orinc. tho course of the nc:.in bo,~y r:hich left 

no roo:·1 for C:oubt on tho 1K.rt of his suoor,:inc.tc co::ncnc:ors thnt 

it '.-:c..s to bo :·ic.intc.inet: r:i thout c1.ovic.tion . 

As is •.1011 knm-:n , Lc1I1ircJ. Schocr ' s Fleet crossoc~ c.storn cf 

tho British Fleet c~urir. c tho nic;ht r.nc: c.rrivor~ sc-.foly off Horn 

Roof in the om·l:· ::1orninr:_~. He he.,: outp lr'.ysc.: .t.::.:.·iir,·.l J"oilico o. 

Durinc; tho nic ht his fleet , like .-,_ s:::->oc.rhcc.t, not to bo turno1.1., 

roc.r of the British no.in boCy . Th,:; s1 oc.rheC'.c.: ·:.-c.s hQr(:ly b lu ntoc1 

by the slic;ht rosist'1nco cf force.: . It r.:rovo str0..ic ht c..nC true 

for Horn Reef . The H:.i<·.h Soo.s Floot r:2.s snvoc.: ; cLnothor cay o.ction 

1-:c.s c:vortot . 
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1,7c no17 revert to British :prccoc':.urc f'.f tor ~· .... t"=~iral Jol l i c oc 1 s 

cloploy::iont in effort to tis cover ho ·.-r it coul,'. be tho.t tho c1..ns-

chund could snc.p 1-:i th o.1Ypo.ront inpuni ty c. t the 1 ion cnc1 es c o.p o 

uith its life . 

It soo::is thc.t no c1oploy:-:1ont of tho IJC'l1Y fro :·.1 ·::hich : .. c1.r.1i ro.l 

Jollicoo ho.c:.. to choose coulr1 civo preniso of ~-:ioro success ~ It is 

true thc.t ..:~d.r1iro.l Jol l icoo coulc1. not bo fu ll y .-r::r..ro of its gen -

orc.l oxcollonco in co.pp i nc tho Gor:--1.ml T so conriletoly , ns shm7n 

in Figure 6 . Ho c.1oployoc1. vory ho..sti l y on r.1encr o infornc.tion 

nftor m1 hour or noro of ho u.rtronding unc ortnin ty . Moro is the 

rronc'..or it nc.s cone oi voe;_ so noll . 

Criticisn lv::.s boon c1iroctoc1. c.t this C:oploy:·1ont, os:poc i c.lly 

fro~ tho point of viou thct it ~ou l ~ hcvo boon bettor h~t ho 

<loployoc1.. on tho richt flc.nk division i ns tone'.. of tho ono on tho 

loft . Ono nus t fully a.pprocic.te tho boc.tinc tnkon by thu ~7.'..RSPITE 

on tho right flo.nlc c.s tho Fifth Bc.ttlo Squnc.1ron j oined thu Grc.nc. 

Floot , to roo.l izo tho c!i sa.s tor tho.t ~.7oul c1. hc.vo ovorto.kon the 

British vc.n r;ith tho M..'.RLBOROUGH loa.c1inG into n perfect T fornod 

by tho on - con i nc Gcrnc.n Be. ttlo Lino . Ficuro 6 Gi vos sm:.~o thine 

of o.n ic1.co. of this si tunt ion . Corte.inly c..nonc _'_(lnirc.l Jo l licoo ' s 

Jutlnnc1:. c1ocisions ho cc.n bo conplinontoc: on his c1.oploy::1cnt . Tho 

British nc.t ion shoulr1 bo vo-:ry thc;nkfu l thc.t ho c1.eployol1 oxc.c tly 

ns ho c1.ic1.. 

Tho c1..oployT~cnt rro.s ::-1c.c1.o Tihilc tho cnony 1 .. 'c.s still ou t of sish t , 

but tho • .' .. c1.niro.l hL..c1 c. very c;ooc1 i(1.oo. fro:·: Lc~:1irnl Boe.tty ' s le.st 

visunl report of tho (isto.ncc tho HiGh Soas Flcot ~c.s fron hin . 

Sinplo cc.lculc.tions on tho ./_c1.nirnl 's plot tine chc.rt nust ho.vo boon 

ror:ssuring for tho .. \c:r.1irnl , o.s it r,oull: C,:;_)pca.r tl1o..t ho hc.C: o. Gooc1. 

clmncc of CO.j_):')inG tho hoa.c1. of tho Gor:::.1c.n Float i f it nns still 

in lino - o.hoo.c1. forr:c.tion, ns oricino..lly roportoc1 by tho SOill!L'.MP-

TON, but of course ho (:ic1. not lmou it i,c.s still so ' . , 
ClSl)OSOC.. • 

The truth is the. t tho L.c1.nirc.l ' s o;q;ioct 2 tions in this roco.rc1 , 

if thoy r10ro hn r'. by hi:"1 a. t r.11, :r.1ost probc.bly 17oulc1. hc,vo boon 

ronlizot ho.c1. not the Gor;.:i.:.:~n v:-111 boon <~riven b.:~ck :;;iro:·10.turol y by 
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tho suc:.t.on P.ppoc..rc-.nco of .: .. c~nirc..l Hoo,::., 0.3 hc.s.s ooon C.oscriboc1-. 

It cc.nnot bo prosu::,c ·'., horrovor , thc'.t hc..t tho Gor: 12n Flo ot ini-

tic.l l y run hoc.r:'.lonc into this B:ri tish T it ~·.-oul ·· hnvo sufforoc:. 

:::Jor e thon it r'..ic1 le.tor· ·.:hon it c ct uc\lly c:.ic:. so . No ('..oubt , ho..d 

t his hG.ppcnoc:., tho vc.n ,.-:culc~ have bco~1 sL:ilc.r ly cru :,-rploc'., but 

+h o :H'ln".;t si.ni l :i.rly oxtricatoc, rmd so0n..:H", b;{ tho turn-about 

novuncn t. 

J ... d::iro.l Jollicoc, fr o::-1 first to ln.st, c:.urinc the rcnc.ininc; 

hours of c'..0..yli c;ht nftor clcJ:)loy::1ont hc..1:~ to ccntonc1- ,7ith vo.rious 

con •'..iticns o.nc.'.. circu:1stc.n.ccs ·;;hich rcnc:.oro( his qua rry nost 

o lu s i vo . It i a very c:i fficu l t for on:rono not }:)resent to C'.l)pro-

cio.to tho c0rn'..i tions . Novortholcss uo knm, thn.t visibil it y 

con c1..i ti ons ·:roro ccnor:::~lly b -:--..::1., cspccir..lly porh::-. l1S c1.urinr the c'..e-

ploy:.~1or:.t '.7i th shi:1s rushinc to the v::.n , lo ,:vinc; trn.ils of b l ack 

sr.1.oko, bohinc"'. ·.7hich tho ono:·1y ·'.1c.s obscuroc'.. , thouc;h oven othe r-

11iso bo..roly in sic;ht bcc::.uso of the nist o.n,:: hc.zo. Ls nentionoc. 

previously, Lc1..:·1iral Jollic oo hcc'.. no roc-:1 knoi:10 1"..co of tho fcrno.-

tion or course of tho Rich S00.s Float o..t tho :·10:1ont of co ntc-.ct . 

rrhc r.,ist c.nc".. Kwko lT.l:o visib ili ty so t1..ifficult thct it ~-;-c;,s i:"1-

i10s si blo to nc-.kc OJJ.ythi nc: .Jut clearly, :x·~rt i cuL:rly fro:·~ the 

IRON DUK::=: in tho contor of tho lino. The :_r1.:".1irc:l hi:.IBolf , fo1~ 

inst.--.nco, r:r2..s r1.cvor o.blo to soc :·!oro tb.o.n thro e C-cr:;-1r:n CC.)i tc..l 

sh i J)S c..t n ti"·::.c... The '.7oc.thor co111"..itions ;-_nc:. s:1oko i1roc:.uccc".. ox -

trn.01·c"..ino..ry offc cts. The ..-'J'.:.-1ir,".l c;i vcs c;n cxC:J.:1,10 cf bo i nc '."'.blo 

to c"..istin;:_uish vessels c.t pcrhr:,ps i 2 , 000 y2r<:[, in one (iroction 

',:h il o c.t tllo sc.:1c r.ic,:·101,.t shi}'.)S knN.T1 to 1,0 :~i0tc:nt 3000 yo.rr.'..s 

in c. (1..ifforoi:.t ·"..iroction ·,,oro not visible . Furthornoro , his 

cno::1y c"..ir not ·.-.-r~nt to fic;ht tho Gr...,.n,,_ Fl eet . _·_s hn.s boon soon, 

the Gor: ·1,:ns roe::; ilcc: t· .:i co '..'. t 1.-:his:)croc~ su c,LJos ti ons of tho 

Grc.nc1.. Fleet , ~.nt finr.lly r".n ~.:. .. c.y for c;C'or: ·,7]'~on they k:11.c·:; they 

h2c:. ,"..ctu, ·.11:r tc.stcr. its fire . Not tlr .t '."'.nyono blr~ncs then . It 

t ~.kcs t·.:o t o :··:c.\::o .:-. f'ic;ht ; this ·.1 .sno t c. fi'ht by r.ny ::10'.:'.nn. 

LQstly, ~~ -~ir~ l Jcllicoo, fully ap~recir.tin ~ tho c.tt i tuCo of 

tho Ger:·1c.ns i i:. n,,t ·::ishin:; to sta.nrl U) r•.(,,::.ins t the Grru1c.l. Fleet 

.:-.nc: r:.cc orCinc:ly ox:)cctin::_: tlloir c1..oc.1c;inr; ,'.:'.nr.:'. :cun-r--.·.;c-.y tC'.ctics, 
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::1ino , su1J:-r.ri2:i.o , ·,r ~-.-:t!c.t net , •.7hich obviouslJ c 1:uL~ bo 2n ti c i 1)c.tod 

r-.s c-. :·~cC'..ns by -.-.t:.ich ·~:n infor i ol' cno:.1y noult1- f'.tto~"F:t to 170C1.kcn 

G strcLGor float . 

It :.-10..y be , o..s hc.s b -1011 c l o.L.:coC.., th::.t th i s c.. tti tu,' c on the 1c:r t 

of the Bi·itish . .' .. c1r:ir[.l rom..1lto·,_ in ,1-is:-:il".:f of c. cortC'j_n tL1ic1_i ty 

on his ,G.rt in clns i nc; thu Gcr~:1'".ns. . . .'.r::. ".l :rsis t ·jrf.s to lessen 

this cla.L1 . Cort::linly lli o <"'.opl oy:icmt , -1-.-hi uh ll~s bc.:;2. c onc1_0!:1r:o('. 

fre:·'l thi3 l)Oi:1t of v i :.J,.-, :rises :--:t-ovo cr i t i c i s:·1. I-Io ttU'noci_ o..rmy 

f'ro~·1 Gor::-.10.n C'.Os t1~oyor c.ttc.clrn , but s0 Ci_ C tho C-e:T:·0.'."'.:'lS turn .-:.-.:o..y. 

Tho.. t r!o.s tho r ococn i zoc1- th i ne; to c1-o, c..n i t is toC:o:y ULC'.Or co rt r.in 

c i rcu:::Sto.ncos . .:.s ,.,_ :-1::.ttor of feet c:.uri nc tt,o -:mr o'rory .. ·_c1_r..i r,'J.l , 

nho ho.c:. to (c".. l ~:i tll ,1-os trc·yor c.t tc.ck cou:1tcro·: it ;J~r turn i nc., c,~.-.-c.y . 

N., , tho p l :,,.in truti:1 is th::....t .:f.2:iirc: l J::,:li c oo ( i :.:' .. cvcryth i nc 

ho coulC: to fi:·ht C'.. cci,sor·,-C'.tivo , rc,.:ul2ti .... :_, kr:.oclc- c.1-or.n, c~ro..c- out, 

c;.ety c .. ction °.-ri th .~, fr.Jllo11 1-:ho -;-;oul c~ nC't fir::1t , ci tl!:;r than or tho 

next ncrninr . Ne t:lC'.: ~CJ to .:_r,::1i r~.1 Selle or i'('r not :/ i.c-.yi nc_; i nto 

to hi:1 for cctti: [~ off' s0 lic,ht l y f'.ftcr .so scvo1.·o l y bru i s i r .. c h i s 

c,Cvorc,.ry . But n::o cc.E r:.ot c.l toc;cthcr ·:i1 ~_0 1c .. ." .. :".:drr.l JclliC()C f -r 

not ~)rosonti::.::~ to his ccu:'..try o:~ l\·:i'..y 31s t rt Nol so~-ii,".:' Vi ctory ovo r 

:m o:..1c~:1y -.-:ho s::ou1,::. not fi: ht but -.-:ho c·.i var~ throuc·h t:~c, ro)cc 

soon c.s he r1-isco"?Oro(. ho ··.=:-:.s i:: the ::'ir:.c ·.:it'.1 the c:1·.:1:'lion . 

~("_1 
• ~ 1..> 

If o..ny cri ticis:·.: c.t 2.J.l C".1: be 1 , .iC: c:.t the; r~ooro of tho Br i t -

oc i E ln.cl;: of flcot riC'licy to obtc i 11 ·vict,:iry by rc l 01,t l ossly 

cl osin:.: or pur.:.rn.il-ic_: C'.t r.11 hc.z ".rC. ·"-11 c;:1cY1;,r ·.:ho , ,.s r. fcrccor ... c con -

clusini , cou l 1' be relict :-1: to bcc.t o. he.sty rctro 0.t. T:.1i s r:ou l rl 

dos trc~ycr 0.ttc.cks o. -.-.-ill incnoss to ri 2.}: sub· !r_rino .~:1< l"li no tr:--.:)s , -

in ccn.orC'.l , c. ,1.is·~lc.:.,. cf tho bull<.:o:·; tcmc.ci ty ,:::f t.10 reckless 

l;:i ll or c'J:r.fi<'.'.ui1t cf hi.s strcnesth . This ··.-c-;s not in ovi(onco on t ho 
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po.rt of .AC::nin'.l Jollicoo . It is cortc,in thc.t it shou l d. ho.v o boon 

if conploto victory , - nnnih il o.tion ,- uns souc;ht by the Brit ish 

Lc:niro.l ty cm( by .. .''..c1..:·.1irr., l Jollicoo . Tho c::mclu.si011 to uhich o.nc.l y -

sis forces ono to c,rri vo is thc.t tho .:.(1.J.·.1irc.l ty, c.nr:'.. of course 

that inclu~os ~cr:irc.l Jollicoo , its roprosontc.tivo in tho fiol c , 

-:-rould foroco VICT ORY if it hc.rl to bo pt 1 
• .rdha.soc:. nt this pr ice. 

If blanc is to be c'..is tri bu.toe'.. o!l this score, ... '.J1.r1ircl Jollicoe nust 

take his just sho..ro , 221C-: it is boliovoc'.. ho r:oul:'.. be tho first to 

o.ccopt it. 

This cc.utious fichting policy of tho Grmlc"'.. :inoot i70.s fully sot 

forth in ..1'i.C..::1irc.l Jollicoe' s ,roviously - ::1entionoC.. letter to the 

Lc:.nirc..l ty, a.pyienc.ed . This ~.-.'c.s c.p::_Jrovoc.:. by tho GovornIJ .ont . It is 

qui to pos si 'blc thc.t : .. c1.:.:1iro.l Jollicoo ' s vi ons infl uencod. tho Gov-

e rn::J.Gn t to no s:-:in.l 1 c1. ocr o o • Ho knou thc.t c. ~isnstor to tho 

Grc.nc.1. Fl eot noc.nt inevi tC'..bly tho loss of tho \78.I' . Furthornorc , in 

tho Sprint:; of 1916 TIO lmo':i thc.t rolo.tions nith tho United Sto.tos 

'.7ero very C.olico.:to . ..'i.. short ti:.-1e boforo Jutlo.nc1.., :.,c"':.:i.iro.l Jollicoo 

rocoi vet. fro::1 tho ..:'.J'.::1irc.l ty o. Ste. te po.per in i7hich tho Uni toc1 

Sto.tes nc.<lo tho stronc~ost )rotosts c.ca.inst tho British b l ocka.C.o . 

Th!J lc.ncuo. ,s;o use• .: ·.;:c.s such thc.t it soo::1ec: to the .. "J'.::1iro.l qui to 

possiolc tho.t the Uni tcJ'. Stc.tos Nc.vy n i cht bo broucht c.c;ni nst hin . 

The .. \.c'.nirnl fully roc-.lizot 1;ho.t his CC.}:)i tc. l ships r:oro not r.rcll 

equippoc1. to v7i thsto.nc1. hi ts by tor1)0'"'.oos ; one torpoc1.o TIC.s qui to 

sufficient to sink c.. 1x.ttlosh i ~ . In th i s connoction tho 11...'..RLBOR-

OUGH 1-;c..s forturn:':.toly ~1i t by c. tor 1)oc"'.o in tho one spot 1-rhoro hor 

protection rms fQirly ri.c."'.oqu:..to - othor-;-:iso she r.roulr:.. not hQVG 

survi voe ... 

L.gc.in t;.10 conclusion is thr.t ho l oyc.lly fouc;ht tho Fl oot in 

strict c.c.cortc.nco ·.7ith tho :;:,olicy of his Govorn··1ont . /1.s to '\7hctho r 

this policy uc.s ri~;ht or -.7ronc;, in vic1 of the sta. te of the norld 

at this ti~w, ~e ~ill not enter here . It is sufficient for our 

:Jurp0s os in c'..isc us sine J utlc.rn~ c.ocis ions to r,o.y the:. t J\.:·1.IJ.iro.l Jol-

licoo ne.y carte.inly hr.ve hopcc: tha.t o.. turn of tl10 r;hoo l of fc..to 

-.!oul c:.. e_;i vo hi: i c. chco.p vie tory, but the, t th.-) l)UI' cho.so of vict o ry 

at the oxpoctoc'.. pr ice vrc.s not contoni) lr ;tor . ..'/:::1ira.l Jcllic oo , of 
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o.11 :ion , kno~7 1:""rhect ·,1oulC: bo tho cons::;qu•~;r:co~, of w~t ~)rcsontinc 

to his country 2 sT:CO)inG victory on Mc.y 31st . Ho hnr"'.. tho cour-

c.co to hol(: hi::.·.is ::lf ·,:i thin tho fi-:_;h tin.:_ lL 1i ts L1:)0sc :l , riorh2ps 

lc.r co ly solf -i :1p0soc: . Ho ,:r,.s porfoctly frc.nk c.nr: strc.ichtfory;c.rcl 

in his ro,orts shortly c.ftor tho bc.ttlc nhon the ton~tc.tion to 

off or oxcusos nic;ht hc.vc infl uoncoc "- lessor ~12.n . Hi s subsequent 

-;;ri tini::~s c.n(~ his life hc.vo boon such "..S coulr be c:r::;:)Octot fro:-1 

such c storlinc cho.r~ctcr . 

Ho~7ovor , to rosu::.10 . In o.c c0rc1c.nc o -;-1i th the 3ri tish Co:-.1-

UC'.nc:or-in - Ch:Lc.f ' s r:osiro to clo so his nobulous 0110::y for tho 

c~or. th bloi7 , no fine: th::. t 15 ninut os c.f tor c1.o)loy::.iont •::-:ts or<:oroC.. 

ho Circ c tot , o. t 6 : 29 J . :·'-· , o.. ::ic.in boC..y chc.nc.:c of cour so three 

.l'.c1.nirc.l Scho 01~ ordoro,: tho first turn - l .. ..-:c.y of tl:c Ocr.0·1c.n Mo. in 

tho c:o:1l0y::1crnt 1'.,~.s n0t b:::::c.n con:1lotcr, . Inovitc,blo confusion 

\'i0Ulc'. hC'.VC roi:,ulto~'. o.t 1;ho ro:-.r :.)f tho Dritish bent colllifil . 

Lp~w.r.:mtly ho -,-;c.-:.s ccc.1i ttoc t,, his prosor.t course until co:-rolo -

tion 0f tho r.:o:;_)loy:·~ont. To close o.t this ti--10 ·,-:c.s ::.,Jst c:osir -

c.blc , ~sit ~oul~ be throuch sc.fc ~2tor2 n~t Drovious ly rccupio~ 

by the, Gor~"J.o.ns. ThoI'C coulC. be no pro:·.rrc.n ~·or, t:~.'.:'-:rn hero . Of 

course tho .'.C.::.irc.l ro-.liz;:;t this c-,n:-". no 1:ou;)t r:i.orc thc.n ro r:rot -

ovorco: 'to tl1io clloc]: . .·~El )ruv i ously role.to··_ , tho Ger: :,-:.ns by tho 

:)o.:'.roC: fro··:. tho f ic.lrl on :,.c count of their tu1·n - ::·.··:--.y. ;_c~.:.-1irnl 

Jollicoo c::msir'.orcc: tl,.e:.t ho ··.T1 
.. s i:·:i1ntont to close until h i s 

tho ;j~:·:iro.l fol t so , ·".s inst,.ntly tho Fifth B".ttlc Squc.(:ron sr.unc 

int.:) lino C:.t th.:; rc:-.r the _·_\'.:-1ir,".l ()r ~.::rec r_ turn - tcFc-.r::. of only 

ono :)cint this ti:1c , b:r Divisions , to Gouthc,·.st . 

One :::,cint 0::.:-,.s n,,t onou::h . Th::; Gorn~s h,·,1. vo.nis::ot: , nrt 

even·"- rcr.l c.ost:0:r·:1' r.ttc.cl:: -.-.-r.s voucllsc,.LJ . ~·.ttor t:::m :-2inutos 

on course Soutlloc.st he. or"orc(~ "cl10 li'loct , ,::-.t 6 : 154 ~). :·: ., t-:- cho.nL;'-" 
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course by Di visions four ::1oro noints to·.7c.r ( tho ono:·:1y to South. 

Tho rec.son for this ton-: ·.1inuto c:.olc. y is oxplo.ino ,1. by tho vo.cuo-

noss c.nc1.. uncorta.inty of tho situ2.tion •. ..'.s ~')rovi C'usly ::.1ontionoc:: , 

it is very C .. iff icult to C'.p:-:iroci.:-.to tho oxtrn.orC.inc'.I'y off cc ts c":uc 

to ·.-roc.thor c anti tions c.nt snoko. The ..' .. c:nirc,l c.:.it not soc tho 

onony turn ".'.".T,y on this or on tho le.tor occo.sion, nor r:r.s tho 

turn-c.·.70..y over rc,ortoc:. to hin . ..'.ftorY7o.rc1.s, t:10 ;_(::·.urc-.1 c.scor-

tc .. ino C.. tho.t it hc.C. boon soon by so:·~o ships r.rn:. ovo:a ~JY one or 

t1:o officers in the IRON nmm r1ho r:oro cloc.r of s:·1oko, thou c:h not 

by onyono on tho bri c1.cc ,7i th hin. ?Tl1on tho onony c:.isq):)cc.ro~.,_ C1.. t 

this tL :10 fro::-1 vier tho L.(~·1ir0.l took it to be 1..:.uo to ::: no:1ont ::'.r y 

ro-thiclroninc of tho nist , os~)ocic..lly c.s shi~.:;s r.t tl1..c rc [:r of tho 

lino 1:oro still firin c . Thus ho c.:.ic1. not turn f'.t once in tho c:.i-

roction in -Vihich tho ono:1y -.--~c.s le.st seem, not c..ntici:_:.ic.ti nc for r.. 

no::-.1ont tho on012y' s L1::1oc:.ic.to rotroc.t . 

In tho no2.ntL10 , tho irr·orrose~blo Co:noc~o ro Gooc:.onoue:;h, 0.t 

tho r onr of tho lino, ha.c.:. c.C.vcncoc1.. on his rn,n ini tir,_t i vo in tho 

c~iroction of tho v=misho c:. onony , for tc..cti c o.l scoutinc . Ho nit-

nos sod Tihil o unc"'i.or hoc .. vy f iro the co ;.--1:;;>lotion of tho turn -t ouo.rc1. 

of tho Gornn.n Fleet c.m:. plo.coc.. in tho hc.nc1s of the Co: n:"..n<1.er-in-

Ch ief, o.t exact ly seven o 'cl ock , n ro~ort by rc. t io th~t tho onony 

Bc.ttlo Floot ~--:r'..s stc0rin G :Co.st South-E,.st, strc.icht into ..:,.<.:.::-1ir c..l 

Jollic0c's c.r r.1s. The !.1..c'.nirc.l's i :::i:-1oc.,_i c..te roc;ction to th is croc.t 

nc-r;s '.:c..s to :·1cot the one:!.J.Y h:ilf t!c.y . He or(1.orot cmothor three-

point c he:nco toi-:c,r c:l tho 0110::!y to Soutlr :os t by South. 

Ho.rC:ly, ho'.7ovor, hnc:. ho stoc.c:.io( on this no·:; c ourse them 

thorc 2..i)IJoo.ro(:. out of tho :i.:.1ist ::me. sr..ioko ·"'-m-:-::.r:.:1 o"l onony c:.o-

stroyors, o.s ~all cs tho van of tho Hi ch Seo.s Fleet . Ho roc~ilol 

fro ;.:1 this tor1)cc1o thro ::-.t, first to South , 2.nc:. evontur-.lly t o South-

cc.st. Therocftor tho nnin bo~y novor ro Gcinot cont r ct uith the 

flooinc; onony in spite of consistent efforts t o t'..O so . 

Much has boon . , 
SE'.lC; in rocn.rc1. to :. c'.niro.l Bor'.tty ' s ::.:.ossc..ce of 

7: 47 p . n ., ur c inc tho Connc.ndo r-in-Chiof to follo·:: hi::: ':':i th tho 

br.ttloshil)S, - rr:;e cm1 then cut off tho nholo ono::1y' s Bnttlo Fl eot . 0 
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L.t the ti:t"10 this ncas::>.co r:c.s sont ; .. t\·:ir . .-,_1 Boe.tty -."i~s ....-:roll c..hoc.c:. 

cm( out of si:)1t of tho British Br..ttlo Float, · .. 0hich r:o.s c:.ir octly 

o.storn of hi:-.1 ,:me. stcorinc; oxc.ct ly tho so.,.10 course, - South 1."!ost. 

Of tl:is f c.ct .. '...c1..nirc.l Boe.tty r:o.s in i c;norrm co. Ylhon th is c1i s'IJc.t ch 

i.ns C:ocirhorocl G...-rie:. ho.nc1od. to Lc:2·1iro.l Jollicoo shortly o.fte r 8 

p . ::-i., ho nctoc.~ Ul)On i t r-it once by Circctinc, LC.r1ir::-.l J orrC'.r.1 in tho 

b2.ttloship v0..n to follou tho Vico-J...ct-1ir0.l. ..' .. c:::ir:-.1 Jorrc.:1 coulr:1 

ro'J.lly c':o nothine::; o.bout it ns ho c1..i c1.. not kno'.7 for corta.in 1.-:hore 

vmro tl1e battle cruisorn . But in c'.iroctinr; his or:n vo.n to follou 

tho Vico-:,.fu.1ir:::'.l nf tho Bc.ttlo Cruis er Fleot, it shouh:. not be 

inforr oC:. fer c-. r~o:10Et thc..t tho Co:Jnonc.1or-in-Criof's o.pprocic..tion 

of tho si tu::.tio:r_ no·~ c.s correct c.nC: ::~oro so t~1c.n thc.t of 

Ldniro.l Bc0..tt:r; for tl:is is f:::.r frcu t:10 truth . Bct,.~:oon 7 on( 

7 :30 p . ~:1., tl1s B,::..ttlc rJ.cct vms c.ctuc.lly 110Lu'0r tho cnc:-1y thc.n ·r:oro 

tho bc.ttlG cruiser., c.nc:. th i s fr.ct ".7f.s '::ell 1010·.-:n to tho Co::~10.nt.:or-

i n -C hi of . Furthcr:;·1oro , ~t 8 o 'cl ock , just b8i' ore LC..:-:;.iro.l Jorro.n 

\7C.s Ciroctoc1 tc follor: tl1c t-J.ttlo cruioors , ..'.°J'.1:1irr' .l Jollicoo hc.c: 

c.lrcc.r.1.y C'.l t:;ruc.~ course to '/ES'r , tho bc·.ttlo cru i sers cont i nu in r; 

Soutl:i:irnst for so-.:o fiftoon ~·1inutos noro . 

:Nevertheless the British ucro in c. f::.-.ir ~,:-:.y to "c ut off Yrholo 

cf one·.1y ' s B,'.'1.ttlc Fleet , 11 when c\:-.rkLoss into1:foror1. 

in 12,000 yc.'l.1 r:.s of' cc.ch ether i7i thout ccnt-.ct bccc:uso of tho 

c.pproo.chinc dQr~nosc . ~t 9 :00 o 'cl ock ~~·ir~l Jollicoo orforod 

course SOUTH ~!:C~ 1..ir0ctot his r::.is~:)Osi tic·ns for tho nic;ht . It 

·;:ril l be ro::io~ 1bcroc". thc.t ~·~c.:.:·1irc.l Scho or hL.1sclf r;c:.s sto .Jr inc Sou th 

other i'C'r r.bout c.n hou:;.1 • It rro.s shortly r.ftcr 10 : 00 o 'cl o ck rrhen 

the Gorn:·_n Floot ·,,;,"..s fir~LllJ stcc..c~iod on courcc for Horn Roof, 

c.s hns boon ecsc~i~oc , r~Jidly closinG tho British , ~hich course 

ovontu.:::.l ly loC. t}1 . .J C.-o:i~·-:.:,.n ll'loot sl'..fely c.cr oss tho •:1r_:·:c of the 

Grcnc~ l''lo ct . 

Thus uo fir:.r 1. the (:::~y c~ t r:~n 01:r: ',7i th ciut c:.ofiEi to r o::rnl ts, beyonc~ 

question vory L'.:cc0ly 1Joc2.us o of tho c,:,1,.sorvc. ti vo t .:i.ct ic s o:·1ployoc1.. 

1.Jy .:J'.2.:-iirc.l Jollie ,o . 
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So nu ch for tho 1::.c. ttle c1.urinc C::.c.ylie,ht of Mc:.y 31st . 1.'ic ho. vo 

o.lrcn..c:.y folJ.o....-rot .:.C.:1irc.l Scheer in fornulo. tine his c1.ocision for 

tho onsuinc nic;ht . 1.7o no,r tc.ko up British nicht 1,rocoo(inc.;s in 

of fort to roc,c. ·.7hc. t no..sscc:. throuch LC.r.1iro.l Jollicoo 's ninc.1. to c'.e-

torr.lino his decisions . 

i:7o kno'.7 tho.t ,'"'..s c1o.rlmoss foll ho sot course South for his bo.t -

tloship squnC .. rons. This course 170..s not cl tore<.~ until c.bout c'..c.mi 

of June 1st, by ,:.rhich ti::10 tho GorrK'.I:.8 h::!.c: sli::_,:)oc1. o..-:ro.y "uohind hin . 

1:0 hc.vo soon th,. .t .'/'.rtircil Schoer ' s }_)rccoturo no.s fc,r tho ulti -

nc.to purpose of ho.·.rinc- such frGcc:o:·1 of notion c.t <1.r'..i7n c.s to ono.blo 

hin to c.voicl o.nC'thor C.:2..y ::-.ction . Conversely, ... '...C.nirn.l Jellicoo 's 

procoC:~uro r:-r~s f c:r tho ulti:·:c.to pur:)oso cf ro-onr;C'.C)in.r: tho Ihch 

Soo.s Fleet 2.t C::.c.ylic;ht . ...'...'.::1irnl Schoo1° orr~.oroc,_ tho (estroyors to 

r.. tto.ck clurinG t:10 ni(.11t , trus tine. , thereby tc furthor his ::v:lin ob-

joct of c.voidinG (ny action . In [oin G so , he knou full Tioll th~t 

he coult not roly on he.vine thc::-:1 ....-ii tll hi:": in tho nornin.:; . l ... ( .. nir;-tJ. 

Jclliccc concentr~te( ell of his forces, inclu~in~ his eestroyors 

c.nt lic.;ht cruisers , in c.11 of fort to hol<.:. c·.n~~ :1rcccrvo c.11 uni ts 

tof:otllor c1urinc tho c"'.crk hours sc tho.t ho coulC stri~:o r'..Cc.in 

v1i th his on tire f0rco \loll in ho.n·".'. o..t c1.c-.ylicht . It is of ninor 

consog_uonco ho·,-; tho _'.J'I..iir-o..l concentrc.tcr"'. his forces c~urinc nic;ht 

in orc1.er to conserve thor.1 for tho busino ss of the norninc, :::-.s con -

:pc.roe:. to tho C'.l l - i:-.1portc .. nt fer. turo of his ,,_i sy,o it i011s in the'. t 

those Jrocluc1.od ~clibor~to soo..rch, tro..ckinc nn~ Qtt~ck on tho Jert 

of his li e_;ht forcoD . ·-11.0.t ".":-~;s in tho ..'J .. -1ir .-:~l' s :-.1i11,.: is vory Q::;;>-

~,C'.ront . Ho noul ,1. ;-r.::1.:'..c_o in so::.10 :·i:'.m::cr to koop in tcuch ".7i th tho 

Hir;h Soo..s Float Curin.~: tho nicht ni thout C'..ssistc .. r:co fro~"1 his lic_,ht 

for cos . Ho.vine ronouncoc1. their ,~L~. in this effort , ho '.70U1(1. be 

co.:1:,elloc1. to rely ::in his c1.oc:.ucticns <'-S tc, ;_c:.·.'.:irctl Schoor ' s in ten -

tions, c1orivocl 1.::-.rc;oly fro:·i cuoss - 17orlc, o.s he cortf'..inly coulc1 not 

count en s,ocio.l contC".cts if ho doliber~tely crCereC his forces 

not to sock thoc . 

Unc1.oubtol:ly tho o.r,~:,rocic-.tion of ... ·_c:'.J:.1irc-.l Jollicoc 2 t this ti: :c 

TIO..s sorio1.:hc. t C'.s f ollorm : Tho Gor::.1ons, in or('.or to [,Ci.in their baso , 
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unquosti on:-:J::ly rroul cl. C',tto:-r:·t t o sto,Jr snuthoc.st~2:>ly coursos to 

tho snopt chc.nnols o. t Horn Roof , c. t the J~1,..,u th of the :::Z1s, or to 

t ho '.7os tr:c-.r( ;Jf Ro li c;olC'.n(~. l ihich 0110 ho .:i C: not knm; . His i n -

prossions o..l·,7c_ys r;cro, ho,.-ovor , thc.t ;_1.'.:::.ir"'.l Sc:10or r:ou l c.: try tr' 

rcco.i11 his h2..so by oi thor tllo En.s Cl1:-·.nnol or tho Chc.r:.nol c.bou t 

North 0.-rost fro::.1 Hcli c;ol m:C.. Ho r:ssu:10C. th c.t if th::; British Floot 

stooro ( n Southorly course ct nbcut tho s~~o s~co~ ~s his onony , 

er :;::iorhc.ps c. little f:-.st8j~, it ·:.-oulc"'. c..ct C'.s c. 1)uffor C:uri nc_; tho 

n i c;ht c.c.;c.inst c.n:~ ·"'-t to::.:1:"'t c,f the Hi :·11 So:;.s :Fl cot to c·c.in sc:-.roor.1 

vc.rious s 1.x:1 t chc.nnols i."!'.m.tionot . If, i ntooC: , :-:o coul( bo ox:_1oct-

od, tho cno:·:y shou_l,: ~)u:·1, C'.(C'..inst hi~: C.urinc tl!c n i :_:ht , ho coulcl 

bo o:z:)cctc( to recoil O..R c.u-.inst c. s:::.:irin0 • It ·.:r-.s c.r~tic i :·r.tocl. 

th2t o.ny bu!.i:_..,inc~ of the t·.:c Fl oats ·.10ul~1 :1rcbc. 1.)l:' occur :tt tho 

re'"'.r of t!1c Bri tisl:. fcr:·!;'.tion , c..S tllo British s1~oor: ··.-c.s slic:1t ly 

in excess of t~:.~.t re;·,0rt~r 1 fer th'.:J I-Iic:11 So '"'.s :::-'loct , ,J1.t , f1u·thor-

noro, thG t· ::o Floots '.:01'0 no-.r l y c.boc-.::-.l of oc-.c:.1 other f.'.S c"'..c-.rkncss 

foll. I n[l.s:-:uch c.s e.11 t~1c Bri ti.sh cl.ostro:ror flctillr'.s ·:,ore :·1c.ssoc. 

vary li ke ly concoivc t tho situ~tion so ~all i n hr~~ thc.t it :~ s 

um1ccoss c:'.ry to O!:l)loy lir ,ht forces tc l:co) hi;;, infc 1r:·:.or". nf Gofi1C.11 

prococ'.ur .:... -·-t :..11 ovcEts , 0 1.·cr~ thc,w:_:11 tho ... ·_e:_ .irc.l :·:c.y ho..vc C.osir oc"'.. 

tc fot~ch scoutia c forces ~ur in ~ tho ni1)1t , tho Gtv i s2tility of so 

i ns uri nc thcil· ·)roscnc o 0::i th tho 1;11oot for tl1c ')2..ttlo ccr:.to:"9lc.tcc1. 

c. t c~c. y 1 i ch t • 

r;o kno·,: th:'.t ovoryth i n:, ·::.:mt ccntr~.ry to the LC:.. ' ir r-.1 ' s oxi-:ioct 2-

tions t".urin.::., tllc.t nic.:1t . :']1.:.. Go!':10.n Fleet 0scc.1e(l. c.stC;rn of hin 

en~ h i s licht f0rcos ~cro , . , 
r;lSl)Orsoc. . Hc,rr cnulc: 0.n .. :~-:."'..::1irc.l bo s o 

co:::::1lGtoly c:oc.Jivcc-:., ::i.n,: ho·.:- coulc"!. ono 's pl:;.ns bo so thorouch ly 

c:1 sr u-:itoc1.? I:n or<'or to Yisu:'.lizo n..t this (,ist:.1.1Lcc thu roc..ctions 

in tho IRON DUIS to t ... 1u VJ.I'ious incic1onts -..:urin{' tho n i r·ht , it is 

nocossnry to rQ~in Jr~ctic~lly blin~ , as ~~s ~G·_irc.l Jollic00, to 
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Who.t c.ctuJ.11:r h;.:·.::_;poncc. outsito the Fl,:: c_,slli~, o.I'. 1'. consi(,_or onl:r tho 

infor:-1c~tion vouchsc;fcc: to hL1 . In this y:c.y c,110 is onc.1)loc1. to 

:·1:1ko 0!18 ' s o,·.n c1o:""'..uctior..s o.s to r;hc.t r:-r.s ~ oin::- on c.nC to un rJ.or -

s tc.n( tho so c.t ·.·::1ich ti10 ~·-(::·1irc.l :-.rri vet . ,·:o ·::ill c.c0..in f ollor; 

the ;f:1irc.l 2. t his. orJ01: c.s closely r:s ::os si ·blo . 

iIC'.vinc; nc.<'.o his or i :-~in·"'.l c,_is~1osi ti ens for tho ni::.;ht c.t 9 : 00 

:D .:·1. , · c.nt kn o;,-;in.~· fro--1 sover,'.'.l ro~, orts , even thou h so:·10~:hc. t c en-

flictinc;, th"'.t the.:: ono:·1y p:..:s c;onorc.lly to tl1e i.'.'ost7;r.rc'. , th ,.:. :.(: ·1ir2-l 

~.7,-:.s soon rcc,ssuroc". thr.t o.11 ,70.s :..~oinc C'.s ox ~1octoc'.. 

Co:"1J·1oc:0r o GooC:cnou ··h ropprtcd c. t 9 : 10 :, . ,:1. tlr.t the ono~·.1y c:o-

stroyors nhich ho ho.C: onc...-:.e,oc: c.n( ro:Jortor'. c. fe·.7 :·1inutos O-:'.rlicr, 

hc.c: been "c:ri von to the tbrthY.ros t . " This tGnc'.c( tc stren~ then the 

L<t-.1irc,l 's 0J:1inion c.s to tl10 ~Juffer affect of his Fle;et n.s he pro -

Josee: to c.ispcso it . 

By 9 : 30 :"). :·~. , c.11 1~ccossc.ry sicnc-.ls he.,: bcon sont to hc;vo tho 

Float "c.ssu: ·1c so cone'. orcc.niz,".ticn " r:i tll c1.ostroyors on "st~ .tion 

~stern of BC'.ttlo Float five nilos ••.• , courco of tho Floot , South . " 

L1J."1oti0.toly c.f toi· , ::-. t 9: 32 11.n. , to '.Jc l)rccinc , he.vine re _ ';I' c1. for 

for Horn Roof , in spi to of confidence in his c.bili ty t0 koo) be-

t 0.70cn tho :.1r.jor Gor:.T.n forces r.i1L1. his 1r.sc;:;, the; .,: .. :~:1irc.l or·~oroc 

the L"RDI:81. tn lc.:T :1i11os in thc:t vicinity ii1 o. )l'oviously c:csir· -

Roof . This :1ust hc.vo 2))02.roc'. to tho .:..·"..:c-;_irc.l c..s sco.linr , so fc.r 

c_s he r;ns c..~Jlo, tho f c.t:: of the Hi,_l1 ,SoC'.8 r'lvJt. His onon:r coulc". 

hi:'1 , c.nc'. if ho r:1.ic". tl"..is l10 -:-:-oulc'.. bouI.'..cc off .:-.. ~ c..in to the ·::cst· .:c.rc: . 

nines 2r..t tho rmb·:.:i..rincs ncu.lc.1. :·icJ;:o it hot for thcs0. C.:,nf ic.'.onco 

in his o~u r.~~rocir.tion ~f tho situ~tion :rost li~cly chooroC tho 

Bvil1..onco nf fir::hti1r ')y licht forces i·"' tLc re··.r ....-,c.s ob-

serve( b:r t~ic :j~ ... irr.l i~1tor::1ittontly fro:. S : 30 :-1. :·· .. to --,it'.ni~,ht . 

This trc:oot1,n-J ,T0,.L'' 1"'1·.--1't1·;,.~,, t1 ]'11 ~L,·1-.c ro ·r ~.t r, 10--1··· ,,i·otrnc"' rst··.-.1,·1 - - ·- -- -- ... :, • . _.,. •. • (.. ~. ..t :._ u 1.... _ u 1.... V 1 , 

lor1. tho ..'I: :iir 2.J. t0 tl:ink tl:::-:.t his C:.ost:co:roro ~.-;c:ro ir:. .:.ction ·:·i th 
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onony destroyers o.nc":. su:):)ort i nc l icht cruisers . He cons i c1.oroc1 th o 

offoct of suc:1 fi: :ht i n c 1:10ul c1.. be to ttffn the 01-:o~'.1y to the iTost wo.rd , 

" ovon if ho ~10.r'. Ol'it:.;i nc.l l y intonclot to t c.ko po.sso. c.,o by Hor n Roof ." 

Next , c.t 9 : 3 0 :, . : .. :. o.rn'. 9 : 43 :p . ::1. , tho } ... cr·-1irc.l ··:o.s i nf or:·10 c~ by 

l.1.C..T1irc.l Boo.tty of tho :·)Osition , course o.nC. s::.:ieocl of tho Batt l e 

Cru i ser Fleet , c.nc: o.t tho sc.,.10 ti::10 the er:.o,·:y' s beGr i nc; r.rc.s c i von 

o.s North by ~·:est fro::. tho Bv.tt l o Cruiser Fl eet , t he ono::1Y s t oor i nc 

1,7EST- S0UTI-r;,~sT. Tho re r:o.s li t tlo , if o.ny , c1ou:)t no,;; i n .i'..c"'.ni rc ,l 

Jo lli coo ' s n i nd c.s to the rea l posit i on of h i s Bo.tt l e Cru i sers , 

lc.re,o l y bo c cmso of c.n erroneo u s report of their posit i on hnd :)ro -

vic u sly fro:::. .L<2ni ro. l J orro.: :1, r:-hi ch h:.:c-:. boon o.cco~1toc1 a s cor rect , 

o.nc1 nh ic h c.p:)oc.r or.l to bo confirr::.o(. novr by ;~.t-.1i rc. l Boo.t ty ' s own re -

port of h i s )0sition . Tho Bo.t t l o Cru i ser Floot , ~cccr~ i nc to th i s 

r o1)or t , ::;,l ot tee . to i::ostm:r •~ o. li ttle n~JC.ft the st::u ' ~)oo.rC1. boo.n of 

tho I RON DUK:S, cli str-r1t c.bout 8 n il os . lJovcrtholcss , no nr'.tto r 

c oxn ct ly uhero 0:ms .:::.c:.:.-Jir ol Boci.tty , :o.nc'. ho r.·o.s net r!horo ho r:ns 

j udcod to be , but , on tho contrc. r y , 1.-roll c..honc'. on tho sta.rboc.rcl 

bo1r , tho Co:-.nn.nder - in -C h i cf '>,o.s conf ir:1o c'. in tho or·i:nion t hn t h i s 

enor.1y nns still to tho ·::o.s tu2..r ,:1. o:::ic.1o;xvorinc to :·1c.l:::o for tho I:ns 

or Heli co l c.nc1, b u t 1~ccoilin r; on 1::ostorly courses fro;:1 tho Grc.nc:. 

Fl eet . Moro tho.n ovor is ho renss ur oc"!.. 

J"ust before 10 :00 p . n . tho .:.c1.::1i rci.l 1.lr:,s c.r:!.vi soc1 by tho .Li:1.::·.1iro.l ty 

thc.t throe dc.stroyor floti ll c..s ho.cl. boon orc"'.oroc'. to 2.tt:i.ck h i n c1.ur-

inc tho nif;ht . This 1·.':J.s not unoxpec t oe. . Cor t ninly tho ono::iy 

woul d. c.tt01:1)t to shove tho Grmi.c1. Fl o ct out of tho HD.Y t o th o Eas t-

no.rc1.; hm-.r c···ul c"!. tho Hi r_;h Soo.s Fl oot c;:::.i n i ts br~so un l ess tho Br i t -

i sh ',7oro nc..c1.o to c:;h-o ·.-rc.y? Ev i c1.once; of these o.ttcwks O.]):;o.ront l y 

hc.c"!. b eon ob sorvoc1. c.lroc:J '..y f'. t tho r co..r . No , he YT'.Jlulc not c i vo ·;.·ny. 

Hi s resolve to holcl cotD.'so SOUTH, to rir'.c off h i s onony , i n D.11 

probc.')ili ty no'.7 boc'"'I.10 c.s f ixoc.1 r..s c:.i rl ~'..c1.!.1i rol Soho or ' s c.1.etorni nn -

tion to stoor for Horn noof . Ho ~ou l ~ not Jo turn~t a~r'.y by those 

c.1ostroyor c. tto.cks ; ho riouh 1 
.. ho l d h i ~ ono:·iy r:horo ho \-.·o.s to the 

·:.·ostnc.rd , tllus <1-onyi nr : to hi:"1 o.ny Er!.stinr:s whr.tovor . 
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L for! n i nut~s l'.:'.to: , , .t r1-L:1ost czc..ctl: - 1 0 o ' clc:;k , :i.nothor 

dcspo.t c h ,.-;c..s rccoi voe: fro::1 tho : .c-::.·1i r c.l ty fro::1 ·;ihich it .s.:;;i~_;o.:'..I'cc~ 

cm tho ::_:,lot t i n~· chc.rt th'.'.t tho ro:::.r of the; onony ·:::u:.; r;c l 1 on t:io 

s tc .r1Joc.rt to·:.-, r:'..ist'J.Y1.t sono 15 n il os ::n ,'. on 0- SoutJ:?._q_!.1:.z cour se . 

Thi s i nfornction di ffcroC.. co11si ,:o r n1)1 :r fro: ·1 the; ro:) oTtc,:1 onc::ry ,o-
s i tion c.s civon 01:ly ,~ for: r1inut cs boforo by .:J:. 1.irr:.l Bo~, tty , '.7hic h 

plo. c ocl the V...'..lJ of tl1o ono::1y on tho st2r' ~C;'.'.1'c.: quc,rtor (~istc:r-.t 7 to 

8 n il o s . Tho .Lc'.::1i r '1.l (~i sroco.rclod th i s Lr1.:.··.i rc.l ty C ispc.t c h c.s i t 

'.7C:.s n.:::':')o..roY'.tly incorrect ; ho n .-:-.tur'J.l l y 17oul t trust ,,,_ ro:i)ort f r on 

h is Vi co - .i:..C.r.1i r -'"'..l, nho -:;c.s or: t ... :c SJ!Ot , i n :;_Jro:toror c o to it . I n c.ny 

event , no nc.ttor i f the ... '..C .. !"!i ro.lty or .t .. c'.ui rcl Boe.t ty rroro corroct , 

tho s i tuc..tio1:. ·.·c.s sc.tisfo.. c tory : the cnc:-1y ....-rc..s bo i n C: ho l ':'.. off to 

tho ·.-.~o s t-.w.rc~. 

Thon for no ~·T l y r:.n hour no no' ,7E of C.11"/ consoquoi:;.cc roc.choc'. 

Lc1ni ro. l J ol l i coc cxco)t t::-int tho CLN.'U1':.. ·")c'.ssc'::. on to tho Cc:-~.1::lY-1c:.-

v i :;in i ty c..nc1. stocrin r; No:rthoc . .st . Tho fi _::1t i ::.1.--:; ~):r the li c_;ht forces 

W'2.S observe(:. co1:.t i nu i n c~ nt tho rcnr of tho Flo -Jt . ilut , 10 : 41 

r>.n. tho :J'..c."'li rQ l ty infor:1oc1. the Co1·.1Y'nc"'.er- i1;.- Clliof thc.t the onony 

·.10.s bo l iovoc1 to 1~0 roturn i n c to its I'nso c:"ts j_ts course -.7ns ss:::;-

3/ 4 _ 7 ."'n r" s·--.r, ..-,fl l'\ }--;1ot s 11 
.J..J • _ .____ .... .!."' ,J - .. ... I.... \..;... • 

Hore , i r_dooc:., i7C'..s no'.-rs ; i)Ut '.7ho.t of it? ~.11c.t, if n...'1-;-/, relic.nee 

cou l d be -r)lnco( on it ? Hoi:r lone. conlt the Oj_10:.Iy hr:.:-.( i :1 th i s r::.i-

roction mlc:. 11ot cr .:.sl_ i n.to the Gr~ ... c Fleet ? Cort~.i!'.ly it coulC 

not c:.o so if o: L l1 i s stc~r'boc.rf~ he. Ee: c.r.C.. [l:10cd'. ,.1.:::: ro )c rtcC::. ;Jy t~'!e 

·.,oul r"_ nc.l:e sh ort sl1rif't of t!10 SS:S- 3 / 4 - ~ fcc .turo of th i s r o:..,ort . 

fir i nr' , r~hich lE '.r:1. ~Joon o:Jscrvoc:. c:.t tho ro,.r , con_fj_:_,::.1c~1.. the ~·,.,~·1-irul . 
in tho 'bel ief t:_....._t llic o:r:o~·:y 7:r.s bo i n (; succor;sfully ri ··::en of:; . 
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Lc:'LYJ.irc.l considered tho. t it ·ac.s iri)os si 0lc fer the Hic)1 Sca.s Floot 

to c.1.o so i7i thout boinc observed:. . No , ho hnr,_ hole,_ his cno::1y off 

u:) to norr , so ho firnly bolicvcc: , one~ he woult continue to do so . 

It wo.s doono·· , no (~oubt , thC'..t tho Gor:··12ns c1osiro<l , c.bovo o.11 thincs , 

thc.t tho Jri t ish e,i vo nny to tho Ec.s t·.:c.r(~ . Ho noulC 110t plc.y in to 

tho onony ' s hcnc1s in tl:is :::1.c.ttor . Moro thc.r.. o\-or ho rosol voe,_ t:J 

hol course SOUTHl To stroncthon this 1°osol ve ho nm: onquiroc.,_ of 

Co!·.moc1.oro Hc.r:ksloy, in tho CLSTOR, lo.r c;cly to confir::i his orm opin -

ion, if ho ·1,1c.s oncc.cini'; ono:-:iy destroyers. Ho ,;rc.s ,".dvisod by tho 

Conr1.oc1.orG thc.t ho ho.d boon oncc.'.t:;oc,_ by onony cruisors . Of course 

it '\'ic..s thoucht thc.t those vmro sinply destroyer suJ:::-.orts in their 

effort to :·.1c:.ko tho Grc.nc1. Floot c.;i vo ·11r...:.y. 

Dut no'.7, c.t 11 :30 p . ::-1., a.t et bout tho sc-..:--10 tL1c tho o.bovc -

quoted Ad:·1irc. l ty tola:;r:;:_--.1 v1c.s c1ociphoroc1. a...rid h:1ndoc: to hin , (mother 

report ca :~10 in fro::-1 tho BIRMINGH..'J.f to tho offGct thc.t bc.tt lo cruis-

ors , probc.bly hostile , uoro in si ~ht boc:.r in ~ Northeast , course 

SOU'I'H. Tho BIR!viINGR:~I' s position in this report no.s c ivon c.s 30 

nilos o.storn of tho IRO!i DUJill. Mc.nifostly this r10..s in orror ; tho 

DIRMINGH..;J.1 nir;ht bo rmy-rrhoro o.s torn . :.s the BIRMINGI-L'J1 coulc".. not 

:;;ossibly ha.vo soon Dc..ttlo Cruisers o.t n c;roo.ter r1.istc..nco than tn-o 

nilos nt nicht , tho boc.rin:_; N .E . i,o.s not ,)f inJ ort-:m co, rrhorcc.s 

the course civon , n0.;10ly, SOUTH, 1-:rn.s hichly in) ortc.nt . No.turally 

tho . .'.lJ: iro.l trusted the o.ccurc.cy of tho BIRMINGH..'JvT rojVJrt in prof -

eroncc to tho .:~c:.nirc.lty nossnc;o . 

This ro 1Jort tone.cc,_ c..c;o.in to convince the ..:1.lln ir0.l tho. t by hoo.c1.-

in c South hinsclf ho Tio.s still , c.t 11:30 :) . :·1., rc.itinc off his 

onony . The sir:ml to.ncous Le:.!.1irc.1.l ty rol')ort of onoEy course SS:C-3/ 4 - E 

coul<,_ noY! be c1.iscountoc".. r;.s ccrtc.inly only ". tc::-.i:)orc.ry enc: C}::)octod 

onc:-1y procec~uro . L.lso , c.t this tine vo.rious uni ts of tho Fleet 

noticed thc.t tho firinc a.stern ho.e:. ~7orkoc1 c.rounr1 fro:·1 th0 stnr 1Joc.rd 

to.tho port qu,':'-rtor. No doubt 1 ikovli sc this ccnorc;.l shift in c of 

tho fiGhtinc; to tho J;c.s t,7o.rr: u2s ronarkocl in tho IR.OH DUKC, but its 

si Q:1if iccmco, if notci:1. c.t ,'111, os co.1JOc1. tho ..:'J'.:.1irc.l or rm.s C..i s!.1i sso l1. 
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by hir .1 in his con~riction thc.t the; onony still ro::.12.inor:'. to the 

··:cstn:-..rr'.. , oven thouc;h his clostro~ror o.tto.cl:s nc..y lmvo ponotrc.tc~, 

noll to tho r:c.st·-rarr1... :Mid.nic:ht cc-.t1c a.nc. nont vrith no cha.n~_o in 

tho J .. c.,_t1ir2..l' s 21Jprocio.tion of tho si tuc,ti t)ll or his ovL~ont s0.tis -

fo.ction 'aith it . It -rr:..·.s o.t this !10!J.ont, c.s -r;o lmor: , but o.s ho 

di c. not 1."TIOi7, tho.t tho Hi c;il Soo.s Floot cloc.ro (l his nr.lco sono 10 

nilos nstorn . 

On :.me'.. on ho ,.-.·ont until 1 : 00 r:.. ~:1., then 2 : 00 0 . • ::-1., 17i th no 

oneny report of .:my i:.·1.:-1oc1.io. to sicnif ico.nc o rca.chinc ; hin . De.rm 

rroulc.1 so on bo U)on hi:·1 . Ho nus t no'.7 noko U:;) his :nin(L '.7ho. t to do . 

By 2 : 30 o.. :-i. ho r:oulc1 bo very close t0 tho northern 1 i~:10 of 3ritish 

ninec'.. o.roo.s . His li :;ht forces ucro etstcrn . Hi3 cbv i ous course 

Ylc"..S to hor.r'.. c.rounr1. eu.-ir'.. so'Jn, to tho NortlY,7,.r 1
, , :;d.ckin~' up his 

licht forces , for--1inc; for ;)C.ttlo r.cc.inst tho cx:1octo ,_ c.:;::,proc.ch 

of tho Hi.::.h Soc.s rlo'Jt . Should tho ono::iy :2o.il to c-.:1:)oc..r c:.t on ce 

ho rroulc1. then clos o Hern Rocf c.s tho only rc~10..inin{~ c.J.ternC'.t i vo . 

}Io coulc'.. not hor1c'.. nuch fc.rthor Scut h with sr.f oty . 

Nooe.less to Sr'.y, the Rich Soc:s Floot ~~it not 0.11-:_:;02.r nor ,,ic'.. 

Lc:t·.1iro.l Jollic00 closo Horn Roe;f c.s :.1is ~1.cs troyo rs (:.i c"'. not join 

u :, . It dic.1. not T~c.ttor, ho·.-:cvor , ·.-rh-".t tho !:.Cnirc.l c1.i,:'. non; he rns 

too le.to . J..J'.:1irc.l Scheer ·::c.s 30 :·1ilos c..-.-:o.J to "cho Ncrthoc.st~·;c.r(: 

closinc Horn Reef . Tho Gor::.12-n Fleot ontcroc:. t~1c s·;·:ept ch2.11ncls 

r..bout Lt:OO c .• :: ., no~-:-sc.foly ho,".clinc; for l10:·1c:.:. r.110.t ri. relief! 'l1ho 

joy of tho Gern:J.ns nust h::.vo boon unbounc.1ec: . -.-:lrn.t t ·..:..1os of .•::v u~c· 

tvristoc: tho linn ' s tnil ! Yes· , tho lion h,7.(: boon ~r ioyou·3L:f 

his cno!1.y . M,'.lc.:-::or_inc hours ::_Jo.ssod, before tho cx,.s:Jorr.to~: _,ri tish 

cc.llod . it rt r°~Cl:/ 2nc1. hec:.1.c1oc1. for ho~10. Grc.c:.u,.lly tho ne;17s of con -

;::io.r.:i.tivo losses filtoroC. into tho Gr011c:. Floot 'Jrin,r'inr -. so::.sG of 

f ::.iluro c.nc'.. i ~:i:x·tency . Lit tlo no'.7 coul ,_,_ ono 1Jc c o11sc le 2. ·.-:-i ti.1 tho 

kno':ilcr1.to thc.t enc h,:,_r1
. foucht iri c.c c'"'rr: ·.:i th the No.tion' s c2u tious 

:policy . Lit tlc cons olo.tior:. coulr: be hc.c. fro:: c. revio 1:: of proccoC:. -

inc;s ·,-;hich nust hc.vo convincoc: ." .. c';.~lirc.l Jollic oo th(·t ho hc.r, (1.ono 
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h is bos t unc1.or tho circu:1stnncos . Tho co..ll j_nc feet ror.io.ino( tho.t 

ho hc.c.1.. not .:,..chiov oc!. victory c.nc1 thc.t hG ho..(°'.. boon :-cH1.ly hurt by a. 

lessor foe . Tho Corn.1.:mder-in-C h i cf of tho GrC'Jl·,1. Float hoc.c1.ec:. for 

hone to fo.cc his Country ' s c(is o.p:_)ointncnt . 

I n conclusion it should bo s tc.toc-.. thG.t tho :Sri tish J'"c"lniro.l ty 

sono ton yoo..rs o.ftor tho o-..ront , ca.no to carte.in conclusions otho r 

tho.n those roc.chcd by ..:\.c:;:1irnl Jollic oo o.s to tho Gor::1<'..n Hic;h Seccs 

Floe t :;_:)roe oduro c:urinl ~; tho n i cht of Ivic..y 31 st -J uno ls t , 1916. It 

is not sto.toc:. 11hc.t o.ro tl:8so con clusi ons , but it c::>.n bo a.ssu:::ioc:. 

',7i th c. cortc:.in c.nount of confidonco tha.t tho .. 'j',n ir c.l ty i nf ors tho.t 

it shou l c'1. ho.ve boon ovidont th::.t tho Gerno..ns ~7EJre o.ctuc.lly slip -

l)inc c.r.ro.y c.storn of the Gr end Flo ct . Thc.t is ,;rol l a.nc."'.. e,ooc:.. 

r,ooc1. nGny others sinil2.rly c.r::10c1. t: i th h i nr1.sich t ho.vo cone to tho 

SD..::!O conclusion. 

It nust bo roc.lizor:1- tlr .. t Ac:.nir o.l Jollicoo nets not 11lc.coc1. i n 

full :;:_1ossossi on , by any :'.100..ns, of c.11 ono::1y i nfor::mticn hnc":. by 

the Lc2:1ir ::-.. l ty tho. t n i cht . ~·:o know of a.t loecs t one oxtro::10 l y i :~-

porto..nt enony ,"'los sc.c;o intercepted 'Jy the L 1.n iro.l ty c.nc: never 

po.ssoC: on to h i n . This rms the s i c_;n:-'.l or:1.orinc.; ':.irsh i p roconnC'..is-

s ,"..nco o.. t tho Horn Reof 0.. t (:.o..ylight . This .:'.LONE w.1,1.oubtocUy 1,1oulc:. 

hn vo boen considered hy tho Ac1.r1iro.l stronc procf that tho HiGh 

Soo..s Fleet \>i:->..S ho2..clinc i n thc:t (1-iroc tion . It is qui to poss i ble 

c.nc1-no c:.oubt very true th, .. t r.1c.ny ot~cr o:nony ::10ssc.cos '.7crc inter-

co:;itccl r.t tho L.c1nir:: l ty but not role.yet tc tho Co··:nc.nc1.or - ir-0 1r, c•i 

Tihic h ~cao it vory clo~r to their Lordsh i ps thc.t A~1irni Rcr~~~ 

w0.s ho::-.rhL[:'. for Horn Roof . This nust bo tho c~.so in vLY' c.,,_· <·J ·.i..' 

sooninc convict ion i n this recc'.rd on thc.t ni __ ;ht 

quent conc lu s io ns . Bllt instoo.d of c;ivinc those :r.1ossr.c0-: c .. -~:"<i..r 

oxJ.ct 11urport tc tho J...cl..:.1iro..l i n tho field , they s::'.'7 fit \;,_ c .. m -

c1onso than i nto ,'"Y.. thorourJily inn ocuous dis po.t c h vrhich Uc.LS co.1J~.blo 

of bc i n."; t i scountot c.t once by tho s i n ul to .. ncous rc:1ort of tho 

J IRMINGIL:J/i ets ho.s boon c:.oscriboc1. . Tho : .. c1.i':1ir.:..l ty i tsclf 1,7cofully 

fn.iloc. tho Coi:n:ic:.nclor-in-Chicf . 

Thero i s no toll in, ; l)y .Ac1.rJir:J.l :Sor.tty hir1so li' or by c.nyono 

olso, Tiho..t woul d h0-vo '.)ccn o..ctuc.l Br itis h prococ1.urc ho..c1. Lc1.....r.iirr:.l 
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Boo.tty, tho succoodinc Co:-.rr:o.ndor-in-Chiof, or othor .::..c.:.nirnl, boon 

in 11.01.ira.l Jollicoo 's boots. Aclr.1iro.l Jcllic oc -uc.s uronc. No onG 

kno,;:;s it or ro Grots it ;>robnbly noro thc.n hi: ·isolf. But c.t tho 

ti~:i.o this noblor:ic,n of the s00. 110.s ri c-;ht ns ho sn vr it. Ho ha c1.. do-

cic1Gd on c. certo.in cours e of c.ction anc1 hc.c1. tho cour o,co o.nd. roso-

lution, o.lso typiccl of the splendid loQcor as in tho co.so of 

; ... cl..niro..l Scheer, to stick it out on tho course soloctoc1, convinced 

in his ovm nind tho. t ho vrc.s richt. Nothin c C:urinr; tho so nie;ht 

hours ho.c'. occurred to seriously shl.lke his c.pprocio.tion of tho sit-

uc.tion. i:..nother Ac:.::-.1iro.l, o f course, ruc;ht hc.vo or c'.cred c.ostroyor 

attacks or search oporo.tions, or even souGht tbe oneny for o. nicht 

enGc.c cnon t, or porhC.J..)S doc.ucec. corr cc tly . .:' ... c.".:'.1iro.l Sc hoer's c1.oci sion. 

This l1.c1riiral stc..koc1. o.11 on b eo. tine; the 0110 :.Ty in tho n orninc Hi th 

his forces well in ho.nd E.mroute to tho Ens or 1foli c olc.nd. His 

procedure rro.s over to!:1.pored by tho c c.u tion d.cno.ndoc1. by his Govern-

nent. 

It is not tho purpose to discuss hero tho results of this bat-

tlc e xcept as those ,1crc cc,used by tho nn.jor decisions sot forth 

8.bovc. Rosul ts r.ir..y bo c;rou:x:id under vo.rious hca.c1..inc s such o.s no-

re.le, losses, lessons, the conduct of tho TI"o.r, etc. Results so fc.r 

c..s norcu.e v.nc. losses o.re concernec. o.re vroll-lmmm. The lessons to 

be learned fror.i Jutland sGoninc:;ly c.ro :'J.c.ny nnd vc..rie c1. They will 

be o.bsorboc.1- by inc.:i vicluo.ls in their omi r:;o.y, o.s nuch a.nc~ no uore 

as they study it o.nd reflect on it in the licht of theory. bo f Qr 

as Jutlo.nd decisions c.ffectod. tho con duct of the ·,mr, it ..::n ·.:· te 

s n id. they hc. tl no effect: the i7C.r went on very nuch C'cs if ·~h-:' :).'.1;·~.1 

h:i.c.l n o t been fou :;;ht. En c lc.nd reto.inec1 her co r.1."':'l.c.nc.~ cf ";11'.:· .1-;'.: ::ni. 

was o.ble to con tinuo hor trc.nsport opero..ti ons i n to th 3 i_~c.r:..,w s 

thee. tres of 1.10.r: the virtue.l blockade continue cl uno.bet t od.. The 

stQtus quo o.nte prevailed. 

One co.nnot escnpe the vier~ tha.t this t1as the r.1inir.1m1 requirenen1 

dona.nded of tho Grc.nc~ J3'leet by British poli cy in 1916, a.nc.l nll tha.t 

coulcl ro11son:J.bly bo ex 1)ected by this policy. Ho1aovcr nuch there 

wns hope for VICTORY o.nd its results, tho price to po.y \70.S too 
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croo.t •. A certc.in sc.tisfo.ction vms hc,d v1ith tho best tho..t could be 

bou 6ht -rrith tho lir.1itod !~100J.1s inposoc1 . Ono hnc: to lonrn to be 

content 'i:7i th nho.t ono coulc. o.fford . 

In n lnrco :.100.suro, tho tvro covorTh-::ionts , tho Ac.-:.i·.1ir.:.l tics , foucht 

tho bo.ttlo of Jutlnnc1 o.n-:1 r-.ro rosponsi blo to their ros:)octi vc lJGo-

plos for its rosul ts . On the British sic1..e in pnrti culc.r, .i:..c'.niro.l 

Jollicoo wns tho ins trunont, tho rmn to rrhon tho Ac1.I.1ir.J.l ty on trusted 

tho Floot to do i7i th it c.s circunstc.ncos :-:iorr.ii ttoc1 . Ho took tho 

float us ho found it. It wcs no fo.ult of his thQt turret ~esiGn 

in tho ccr;;iito.l ships \70.S fnto.lly o.t fo.ult; no blo.no to hin that 

those s o.r.10 ships wore peculiarly vulnoro.blo to torpedo fir c; nor 

uo.s it his foul t thn t his c.n::ior- piorcinc; shells narc c.1..ofocti vo in 

tha.t they crunblod on ir.vnct or tho.t fire control instnllo.tions 

wore vro.ntinc . No, it wo.s le.rec ly bocc.uso of those o..nc, other dofoc ts 

c.nc1 f a.ul ts c.s well o.s the poli tico.l si tuo.tion tho.t he wo..s porni ttoc1 

to do li ttlo , but as nuch lJorhnps a.s c.ny hu::1on norta.l could unc1..or 

the circu::isto.ncos . It is ro.thor for tho .. :' .. c1..niro.l ty to shoulc:tor 

responsibility c.n~ exDlQin the ro~son for lnck of VICTORY 

I.fore nnc1.. noro as one reflects on tho Bc.ttlo of Jutlc..nc:1 is one 

struck with tho noble - ninc1..oc1ncs s of ..:',.C_r:tirc.l Jollicoc . Moro c.nd 

noro in res cc.rch is ono turnoc:. bo.ck, o..l::'1os t in volunto.rily, to his 

1rri tines o.s o. source of sinple truth o.nc~ stro.ichtfor-rmrdness o 

Ho enorces out of tho r-.f tcr - nist o.nc:. odiur.1 of Jutlcmc". in his true 

lir;ht - that of the sinplo, honest soc.n['.n - pro';)a.bly tho fi:J.crt 

cho.ro.ctor of the ~.7a.r. 
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1410 

142 0 

1420 

1428 

1429 

1430 

S . L. 

Flags 

Radio 

Radio 

Radio 

RADIO 

__ _ M.e ssar:;e 0,nd Notes 

GALATZA TO LION ( B~ATTY) rr·.vo FUNNELLED 

SHI P I-T.AS STOPPED ST:::Ar.mR B~ARING ESE 

~IGHT MI LES, AM CLOSING 1410 

GALATEA TO ALL. ENE:·:Y I N SI GHT. 

GALATEA TO LION. U~GZNT T 70 CRUI SERS, 

PROBABLY EOSTIL E IN SIGET :UEARING ESE, 

COU:tSE U~JKNO-.'/N. J.IY POSITIOIJ LAT. 56° 

48 1 N; LONG. 5° 21 1 W. 1420 . 

NOTE: I NTERCEPT:SD BY I ROIJ DUKE (J ELLICOE) 

B- 109 to .::mGEi:.JSBU::i.G ( Lig}1t Cr uiser des -

troyer lead.er ) 164y - I V, scattere d enemy 

vessels in si3ht . SiGhted Com~a~der 

Fourth Half Flotilla ~ 1425 

B-1 09 to ].EG-E1>JSBU:J.G., Reported enemy 

vessels ste er ing Sast . Si3ned : Fou r th 

Half Flotill~ . 

Note : This messac;e \'12.S intei~Cel)t ed by the 

British direction - f i nding system which 

plotted and reported to Jellicoe 40 min -

utes later a.n enemy destroyer at 143 1 ten 

miles to the North,'tard of '1.ctual :r,osi tion 

of the B- 109 at that time . 

CALATSA TO LION. URC·l~~"'r. ~-:'I 142'.'1. 

CRUISERS A~E STOPPED 1422. 

IJOTE: INTERCE?T~D 3"! IP.O~I :Jl'h:2 . 

( Note : In this and in succeedinG tables , the German 

cor.1munications are shown i n small type ; the 

British communi cations in l arge ty~·,e . r,res s ages , 

signals , etc ., on oath sides are ~iven in 

chronological orde r of time of disrat ch . Ref -

erences in the text ordina r ily will be to 

time of dispatch . All tiraes are G. M. T .) 
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TA3LE II -----

Time of · - ------ "--- ·- -- ·--

Despcctch ______ System _ ______ ______ L'Iessa~. and Notes . ___ -------

1431 Radio :SL:JUTG to C-in-C. :Snemy Battle Cr uiser in 

sight , ~ by N, 1431. 

Fote : Actu c::.lly the lig'·1t cruiser GALATEA as 

intercepted by the Germans misread to 

mean tl1at one;.1? fleet of 24 to 26 bat -

tleships in si~ht . This messace also 

was interce Jted ~y the British direc-

tion - fi~ding systea which plotted anf 

reported to C-in-C 40 min utes later an 

enemy li Ght cruiser at 1431, 13 mil es 

to NE o~ 2 ct~al posit i on of ELBING at 

1431. T'1is ;.10ssat:se rms reported to 

Jellicoe '1y t:·,e I ND0t: ITA ELE C,.,,ith 

i::i · t ·h ·~ · hd ) .Xl lS. ,ik.111 .~O V ., as v ery loud 

Telef...1:1.::r~n si::,;nc:tl . 

1434 "Radio 2L.JI::G to C-i:1-C. A:·, under fire 1434. 

1434 J..ADIO 

PO:lT:8D I :·T 2:'! 1420 A::rs T':IO DESTHOYErtS. 

1,134 ~:.DIO 

··,r 
~-. .. .J... 

POSITION LAT. 55o 20 1 ~ . LCNG 5o 19! ~ 1430 . 

1435 Be.c'i o LUTZO~ (le ~der of 3attle Cr~isers) to C-in-C. 

3;no~·:e of several e;.1or.1y craft in si31_Jt in 

16 4y . 3~L~nec. Com, :::•1.der Scoutin:3 Forces 1427. 

1436 i1.G.cl.i o E-1 09 to ~SG::raruqG (1 st Leader of Destr oy ers: 

~ecoc;:.1.ltion sic;nal of ene;i-:y is "P.!.... 11 Si gn ed 

Fourth Half Flotilla 1435. 

1438 Rac:'.io L'..:T3U.Y to C-in-C. Sco·_1tL:1::.; Division I is in 

03le , course SS7. 1436. 
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TA3L:S III 

D~sp e._li_· c_h ___ System _____ _ Hessa2 and. ·_Totes . --- ·-· ---- ·--- ·---

~A:)IO G.-LAT EA TO LI ON. ~JRG :Si :T . HA VE SIGHTED 

LA::1GE A:.:mr::JT 0;.<' s::orrn A 3 T:'.OUGE FRO:: A 

FL:ET BJ:A:u:;r:- EI'JE. :.iY P03I TIOii LAT . 5 6° 

50 1 N; LONG. 5o 19 ' E . 1435. 

I'JOT~: I NTZrlCE?TS:J ~JY IR OU DUKE. THIS ·7As 

T':-IE s::o:(S OF T:-iE GER::A~~ BA TTL ::!:: CRUI SZRS . 

1445 S . L . 

1TO::l.TH 1445. 

iJOTE : iJOT CLEAR 3U7 P?I.OBABLY tri:FERS TO 

THE s: '.OKE OF T'~I:S GZFCA:,J 3ATTLE CRUISERS . 

1451 '1,\DIO C:AL,..1.T:SA TO LIO: ,J . ".Jl.G-..:=::TII'. :::y 1435 . ST.TOKE 

SE-:;::s TO 3!: ssvz: , v:::ssSLS ~,ESIDES DESTRO""!-

:·y ?OSITIOio: LAT . 56° 52 1 H; LONG. 5° 33 ' B. 

1445 . 

1445 :l.ad.i o F:::u\:~KFU=lT to C-in-C . 04 7-D . !Jot Battle 

Crv .isers but four J.i/:(l'J.t cruisers CALAIOPE 

class on course ~JE. Si 1ned SDII 1450 . 

_"JOTS:_ Reportinc all of first LCS. This :"Jes-

sabe corrects the ELBING ' s dispatch (1431) 

re ?o rting enemy battleships . 

1459 :l.arlio ~LBilJG to LUTZOW. ?our ene171y cruisc:-s 

ARETIWS A class in sight . 1426 . 

1505 3L VIA GALAT~A TO LION . SEVE'1AL C'=t'JI SE':i.S AFD D:S -

LCS TnO-fE'=tS BEA 11 ~,TC EAST STEERE T::-'-VARIOUS 

COli'.:13~S. :,-:y: ?OSITIO?T :S.n.'I'. 56° 54 1 N; LONG. 

50 21 1 E. A~ KEE? I NG TOUCH, COUlSE NORTH 

25 r::'!0T S . z~:Etr:'." C:HJISE:JS T'j\'[F.; ALTSRED TO }:J"T. 

1505 . 

NOTE : THIS ::r::SSA'~~ REFSR3 TO TEE C01JCENT2A -

'I'IOi} OF TER-::::::: GEl.~IAIJ LCS, J-:'.{A".TICP'URT, PILLA U , 

ZL3E:-G, 1."/ITH DESTnOYEl.S . 
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TABLE III (C ontinued ) 

_D_e_s_._p_a_t_c_l_1 ____ s_vs t em ------- Mes Sa.2_ e and Hot es • ·---

1505 RADIO FAL~OUTH TO LION . U3GENT . THRES CRUISERS 

PROBABLY :IOSTILE PJ SIGHT DEARI UG ~AST, 

5o 31 ' E . 1500 

NOTE: AT TirIS TI?1E TI-IE FALHOUTiI WAS ACT-
• 

UALLY FIVZ MILES SOUTH OF GALATEA ·,Ti-IO 'NAS 

Ui'JDER FI:=tE FRo·.: T:-i:ESE sA;.:E THREE CRUISERS . 

I·WTJ; DI SC~EFA';cy I N ;)EAD- RECKOIHl\TG POSI TI,JJ'·TS. 

1508 ~ADIO GALATEA TO LION. URGENT. E:·JEr.1Y S!-fIPS nEFOR':'-

ED HAVE ALTERED NW. UY COU1.SE IS NN?J. MY 

POSITION 5Go 59 1 N; LONG. 5o 27;, E. 1507 . 

1512 Visual ELBING to SHIPS PRES:::rT . Four ,node rn enemy 

cr'--lisers in si,:sht to the ·vcstward , 5th and 

6th coming in sight distant 1630 . 

Note : The cruisers in siGht were all of the 

First LCS; those co.;iing in siesht were two 

of the Third LCS . 

1515 Radio LUTZ0'7 to C-in - C . Ol1ly fonr et1er:1y li ght 

cruisers in sic~t . Position SD-I 022e , 

course NIT'V. 1450 . 

Note : This message was se:-it on receipt of 

r epa rt froi1 F:tt.:TE FURT ( 1455), confirmed by 

ELBING (1 459) . Apparently slight Ciscrep -

ancy between times of SD-I and SD-II . 

LUTZOW could not see to report the four 

ene,:1y crulsers distant 19 to 20 miles . 

1515 :Jadio ELBING to C-in-C . Scattered enemy forces 

in 152y IV steering NNW. 

Note : A cornbinatio:1. of two s imultaneous 

messa~es; referes to light cruisers of 

Third LCs closing the First LCs . 



Time of 

1521 R) .. DIO 

1522 SL :?: 

:l\ :JIO 

1524 RADIO 

1525 ~.'.:JIO 

1525 

1526 

TABLE I II ( Continued) 

~essa~e and Dotes . 

LIO:~ TO SOS . POSITION LAT. 56° 48 1 N; 

LO~G . 50 17 1 ~ ., COU~SE NE , SPEED 23 KNOTS. 

~A::...ATEA TC LIO;.;. TJ:=tGE:i:JT. A:.: LEA')ING EHEJ.'!Y 

TO ~;·,v . T~:EY APP::.\R TO DT"" 
.:... · ...J 

P03ITIO:J LAT . 57o 02 1 ',V; LONG. 5 o 23 1 E . 

1520 . 

:,JOTTIHGHAI: TO LIOH A '!D IRON DUKE. URGENT. 

~7-AVS SIGi-IT:::D s::m::l!: 3EA-=tI:JG E}TE FIVE COLTJr.I:,TS . 

::TY POSITION L.\T . 56° 46 ' N; LONG. 5o 14 1 E . 

1522 . 

NOTE: TEE YO'!.''""I'TG-FAi'.: A~ T~II S Tr: :E -.VAS VZ~Y 

POST F'.!.' SL 70 ·n S S~UADR'.).i:J COI.L.:A ~DER. PRE-

VI0~.~3LY .\ T 1515 THE :-TE."I ZEALAND 11 SIGHTED 

I-TOT -~EFO:l.T AS s::-::::: :LJG LY :.r:r--r:EC:SSS,\RY . 

LIOH . 

LDTzo··.r to :.11 . SD-II close SD-I stro:1g 

,jne,.1y force i.1 sj_c,:"":t of 15ly 1S29 . 
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TLilG Of 

1527 

1540 

1544 

1545 

1550 

TABLZ IV. 

S_yst_en• . __ Messar,-e and 'Totes __ 

:tADIO C- LJ - C TO s . o .- E . C . F . :TY POSITIO~T AT 1515 , 

57-50 N. t 4-15 E. cc:nsE SE BY s, SPEED 19 . 

::lADIO S . O . D . C . F . TO C-IN-C (JELLICOE) . URGENT . 

El-JE:''.:Y BATTL:S CRiJI'~EctS , 5 I:J NDrfiBER, BEAR-

PJG IJE . DEST:=WYE:lS LA::1CIE I'JJivIBER DEARilJG 

NE, COU~-=t3E UNICJOWN. POSITION OF ~EPORTING 

SEIP LAT . 56-53 N., LONG . 5-28 E. 1535 . 

?JOTE: SENT ·:vI-:EN IT APPEARED DA TTLE COURSE 

:YOULD BE mv TO."!A=tD JELLICOE . HIPPER ORDEl.:SD 

COURSE SE AT TI·IE ::xAc T LIOtrs:,TT THI s DESPATCH 

HAS DRAFTED . SEE ~TEXT :)ESPATCH . 

RADIO FAL:.:OUTE ( ADI.U3AL :;API E~) TO SO ., B . C . F . cc 

C- IN-C . UnGENT. E:JEI.TY BEARS E BY S FROiJ 

~SE: DI STANCE u:,TKIIO"ilD-J. CO'URSiI: S:S, SPE:SD 21 , 

TO 25 KNOTS . :,TY P0.3ITION LAT . 57 - 10 N., 

LO:,JG. 5-14 E .. 

NOTZ : REFI::RS TO TI-:: G:3R:t\i:: B.--\ TTLE CRUISE:1S 

APPROXI:!.ATELY 18 MILES DI STAl\TT. 

:l.ADIO s.o . B . C . F . TO C-IN-C . u·=w~~T . COl:RSE OF 

~NET.:Y S . 55o Z . I~IY POSITION LAT . 56-53 N ., 

LONG . 5-33 E 

S . I...s. GALATEA TO SO . 3D ! ... CS . 

( COMI.10. SPJCLAIR) ( CO! :::o. i"JAPI Ert) 

DO YOU l(NOH J.EL!tTI"v:'..'.: POSITI01•J CO~RSE AND 

SPEED OF OUR BATTLE CRUISERS? A:.: I RIGHT 

frJ ri'RYI!,TG TO LEAD :~~TEi\TY? NO ::.={.SPLY RECORDED . 

}.TOTE: ,\PPARZNTLY SQI..:E DOUBT IN CO:r:IODO~"S 

SINCLAIR ' S LlIND ~S TO J~STIFIC~TION FOR 

HIS couqsE OF ~CTIOP . 
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1554 LUTzc·7 to All . Six eneray ~attlo cruise r s , 

lir:;1 t e::.1e.1y forces in 15ly , co·L,1rse SE , 

3 . D. I . in OOtle, co'!.1rse 33 E, 13 1-nots . Ain 

engaGed in t~~tle ~ith 6 battle c r ~ise r s . 

ne:0rt Dosition own ~ai~ body sisned Comd r., 

Sc8utin3 ~orc9s . 1518 . 

N01".Z: He does i1ot '<:nc·.v o.~ Evan - Thomas ' 

presence . 

1555 n.\DIO 3 . 0 . - ECF . 'I'O C- Il~ - C . 1!RG.':""T . AI.: E~·T3-AG-nm 

E:rnr:-Y • .. ~'! ros:::rrro: L:\'T' . GG- 53 n ., LD11G., 

5 - 31 E . 15GO . 

1 600 ··,,~'"'~Ir-..., ·· r, . ·F'" Q~.-, · r, ·) -..1-:in ( r"T LI '""TT"' 
t .!"\ ~0- - - ~ • L .-1: - "\, u ~ ':) : l .!.J . .LJ .:..' :\ ..J • I-I ' ~/ .. - ... 1 

'='. y'11T_.,. ~'"'1 ) 
l. ' ....:J • 1i.:> • 

1S05 :{a Ji 0 C- i:1 - C ( Sc'c~eer ) to '"i'J.cet ; Coi,1dr . Seo . Fo rc es -

Ow:1 .. :2..in 'Joc:r .·,osi t ~on 4 ;) . r.1. o .. ~3e cente r, 

1S17 C- LT-C (J ELLICO;:::) TO SO. 5TI: 5 . S . A1E YO~J 

-~. C. F1 .? J.ET"LY -

1620 

Z~3llsh S0cond R~ttle S~undron 3 shi;s . 

R.e,:orted e:::ie,1:y ~orco steerL",':: 3 . E . 1612 . 

fire ~f the 5th fettle Sq~a( r on , wh i le i n 

:csition a 8iles to tho ~orthward and i n 

i~e' .. r of :-ri :)per . The 5 shi·)s r,e r c the Br it is h 

5 t:1 ::' . s . ·,lus t':e li:::1t er 1iser r:~.estroye r 

le a de r FEA::-tr..:ss and :1ot tho 2nd B . S . Th i s 

int9rce;to~ ~y 3c~eer . 
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De s patch 

162 8 

1630 

1633 

1635 

1636 

163G 

~ABLS IV ( Cont in-J.ed) 

----------- ---------------

Sys t e;:il_~- _ I!es sa;;E;_ a~Kl Not es 

Visual From STETTIN (le ad ing light cruiser Scout 

·/vi th Scheer' s r,:ai11 Body) to FLEET. Gun-

fire t o R}W i Y. distant abou t 4 miles. 

NOTE : 4 miles is greatly in error. 

?c.~DIO SO'JTE.11.I/I?TOH TO C-IN-C. s.o.-B.C.F. URGENT. 

O~JE EifZ:1Y CRTJI SE~ DEARL1G S. E. STEERI NG 

N.E •. Tiff POSITIOH LAT. 56-38 N., LONG 6-07 

s. 1630. 

NOTE : V:SSSEL SIC-ET:SD ·.vAS THE STETTIN. 

S.L. SOUTR~i.!PTO~•J TO S. O. - B. C. F. BATTLESHIPS 

,30~JTESAST . 

SOUTHA::?TOH. REI:A.?.::s: Cil<\LLE~JGED FOUR 

?~r:n:ELI.,SD CffJI S3-::--t 3EARIIW S. E. NO REPLY. 

:i:JOTE: TT{S 20UTEA: ,:?TON, COMMODO-=lE s-con:... 

EUOUGH, C}IAL!..El\TGE"O TEE STETTIN. 

Visual ST~TTIN to FRI:: DRICE mm GROSSE ( Flagship 

of C-in-C) Sco~tinJ Divi sion II in sight 

:iWTE : This is t11.e 'Jen.rj.nc:; of Com;-100.ore 

Goodenough ' s 2nd L.c.s. at t}1is time. 

Tho STETTPJ nisto'Jl: this Britis h Squadron 

of lic;ht cr·1isers in :l.dvance of Beatt y 

for Boedicker 1 s S.~. II and so reported. 

-:.:lADIO so-: . .rnM.;:?Tc;; TO ~-IN-C. s.c.-B.C.F. 

3ATTLE FL.:I:ST BEARiiJG AP::ORCXE:ATELY SE. 

COU":1SE OP' :S~JZ::Y N . i.:Y ?OSITIOrT LAT. 56-34 

N; LONG. 6 -20 E. 1638. 

TO -~'EST.:!ARD OF THIS D.::1. POSITION. 
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Tir,1e of 

1638 

1640 

1642 

1645 

1647 

TABLE IV (Continued) . 

·-- -- - -- ·--- -- - -- - -·----- - -

Sy3tem Messar;-e c..nd 1'{.ot,....;e;..;;sc....-_ ·- - ------ --

:l\DIO C:IAI:PIOH , LIGST CrtUI SSR L:SADE?. 0::' DESTROYERS 

FLAGS 

LIOIJ 

(13TI-I FLOTILLA) ·."/IT!-: BE:ATTY; TO s.c .- B. C . F . 

LINZ AHSAD . VA!T Dl.EADPAUGTJ:'S. 3EXRI:TG OF 

CE2~T-=tE S . S . l!Y r.,OSITION LAT. 56 - 51 N; LONG. 

5 - 46 E . 

~ : CEX,:7ICN ··1AS RSALLY 12 1,:ILES SOUTE OF 

TIIS D. R. P03ITIOH . 

S . 0. - 'l. C . ii' . TO G::::r:s-:iAL. .\L ?:-:-:. COl"1:-:.SE IN 

suc::s.s-::IO~J 16 Pon:TS TC ST:\-::lBOA:t-1D. 

'3 .0 .- B . C,F . TO G- I!T- C VIA ?:1IJJCS3S ROYAL . 

FL7:::ET BS~:.:l.L:G S.: . :.~I P,-·SITIOi': LAT . 56 - 36 N. 

LO~.'G G- 04 Z . 

c- r :T-c As 26-30 3ATTL:s·-rFs , PROBASLY :-10s-

TI -LE J7•~ "=11"· ., 3ov ~'f~': -:1.,.. ··G SP. ....J--'-~l ... iU- .... i ...... ..;.J ..::__.:.;:;_;!:.:.~:_!_~· POSITION OF 

L::cz; ·-r::csrv-:n CC'Tl'"::CTLY. :rOTE ~-JO COU~SL 

,-, T1\T ,-, (JH'TLICC-r.) 'T'r'I r,.,-,·.sr,-::,•T v - ...... !.~ - '.J .uL .!!J _ "- · u· .... 1··J-..Jl \.. .. ~_, 

F~_,E~T IS co:~r"G-~JO?TE. 1645 . 

(lo3G) . co:~rrr ::~1 I~T ? .• T::' s~: r:i::E c::::.::Pro~rs 
(1638) 

.. 
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Des ·1J at ch 

1648 

1648 

1S51 

1655 

T.'.BL:S IV (Conti:'111.ed) 

S,, stem ·-- --- Message a:1d :,Jotos . 

RADI O SOUT!~hlPTO~ TO C-IN - C. S. O.- B. C. F . URGENT 

PRIO:UTY. COFR.3E OF :I:~·;SI:Y' S BATTLE FLEET N. 

Si i:TGLE LE.JE AEEAD . COi:IPOSITION OF VAN I{AISER 

BOTH '.7INGS A' ·JD A~iEAD. E?.J:EI,:-'l ~TTLE C:ftJISE::.=tS 

JOINI:m BAT'::'LE FLEET FROt~ 1JORTH'VARD. r.rr 

POSITION LAT . 56-29 N., LONG 6-1 4 E. 1646. 

FLAGS S . O. B. C. F . TO 5T'-I D . S . ALTE~ COU:=lSE IN 

SUCCESSION 16 POI:'TS TO STARBOARD. 

NOTE: AT TI-II S TIME TTIE LIOIT ·.7AS PASSING 

Tr1E 5TH B . S . 0 [-T OPPOSITS COU:lSZ. 

C-IN - C (JELLIC: OE) TO AD~.JIAALTY. URGENT. 

FL :;::ST ACTI ON IS II,.r:II.J~"JT . 

Visual LUTZO~ to S.D . I . Ccurse North . 
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Time of 

Despatch 

1700 

1716 

1736 

1740 

1740 

1742 

1745 

1746 

system 

RADIO 

RADIO 

S.L. 

S.L. 

RADIO 

RADIO 

RADIO 

RADIO & 

-TABLE V-

Messages and Notes 

SOUTHAMPTON TO s.o.B.c.F. ENEMY'S 

BATTLE FLEET IS STEERING NORTH BEARING 

FROM ME E. 10 TO 11 MILES DISTANT. 

POSITION LAT. 56- 33 N., LONG. 6- 00 . 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF TO s.o.B.C.F. MY 

POSITION LAT. 57-25 N., LONG. 5-12 E., 

STEERING S.E. BY s., SPEED 20 KNOTS. 

1713. 

FALMOUTH TO BLACK PRINCE. BATTLE 

CRUISERS ENGAGED TO s.s.W. OF ME. 

MINOTAUR TO COM:.1ANDER- IN- CHIEF. 

REPORT OF GUNS HEARD SOUTH. 

SOUTHAMPTON TO C-IN-c. s.o.B.C.F. 

URGENT PRIORITY: THE ENEMY'S BATTLE 

FLEET B.A VE ALTERED COURSE N .N. W. MY 

POSITION LAT. 56-46, LONG. 5-40 E. 

1740. 

BLACK PRINCE TO C-IN-C. S.O. 2ND 

C.S. ENEMY BATTLE CRUISERS BEARING 

S. 5 MILES. MY POSITION LAT. 56-59 N., 

LONG. 5-24 E. 1740 . 

ADMIRALTY TO C-IN-C. ENEMY MA.IN 

FORCE AT 4:30 PM. 56-31 N., 6-5E ., 

STEERING NORTH, 15 KNOTS. 1745. 

(NOTE: RECEIVED IN IRON DUKE 5:53 P.M.) 

S.O ., 1ST C.S. (DEFENCE) TO C-IN-C, 

S.L. S.O. 2ND s .c. SHIPS IN ACTION BF..ARING 

S.S.W. STEERING N.E. MY POSITION LAT. 

57-07, LONG. 5-38 E. 1745 . 
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Time of 

Desnatch 

1748 

1750 

1750 

1750 

1755 

1 '301 

svstem 

S .L. 

RADIO 

S.L. 

RADIO 

s.1. 

S.L. 

VIS'JAL 

-TABLE V-

(continued) 

~essares and Notes 

FALMOUTH TO S.O. CRUISERS (DEFENCE). 

Tv'\/0 HF.A VY ElJa,rI SHIPS BEARING S.S. E. 

STEERING N . E. I:IY POSITION LAT. 57-07 

N ., LONG. 5- 45 E. 1745. 

CALLIOPE TO COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

HA VE OBSERVED WHAT APPEARS TO BE FLASHES 

OF GUNS S.S.W. 

S. 0. 1 ST B. S. i'!~.RL BOROUGH, TO C- IN- C. 

GUN FLASHES AND HEA V'I GUinIRING ON STAR-

BOARD BOW. 

SOUT}L\)~PTON :'0 C- IN-C, S. 0 . B. C. F. 

URGENT PRIORITY: ENEL1Y BATTLE FLEET 

HAS ALTERED CO-URSE TO NORTH. EHE!.!Y 

BATTLE CRUISERS BEA.R S . 1N. FRO;,~ ENEMY 

BATTLE FLEET. MY POSITIO:i~ LAT. 56 - 50 

N ., LONG. 5- 44 E, 1750. 

C- IN- C TO MARLBOROUGH. 1:lHAT CAN YOU 

SEE? REPLY: OUR BATTLE CRUISERS BEAR-

HJG S.S.W. STEERING FAST, LION LEA.DI NG 

SHIP 18 00 . 

FURTHER REPLY FROM THE L:ARLBORO'JGH: 

5TH B .S. BE,ARHJG s . W. 1305 . 

C- IN- C TO S.O. B • C. F'. 1!fi-iEEE IS ENEMY 

BATTLE FLEET? NO ANSWER, AND SIGNAL 

REPEATEry AT 1310 . REPLY: HAVE SIGHTED 

ENEMY'S BATTLE FLEET BEARING s.s.W. 

(RECEIVED IN IRON DUKE 6:14 P. M.) 
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-TABLE V-

(continued) 

·--·--·--·--

_D_e-"s_,_"J_e,_t_c_h _____ S='.,__fs.tem ______ _ ~essaci:es e.nd IJotes 

1803 RADIO SOUTHA!>~PTCN TO C- IN- C, S . 0. B. C. F. 

URGE1TT: HA.VE LOST s::GHT OF ENELIY 

EA TTLE FLEET, AI.: E GAIJ-ING THE ENEMY'S 

BATTLE CRUISERS , MY POSITION IS 56-57 

N., LONG. 5-43 E. COURSE N . N . E . SPEED 

26 KNOTS. 1300 . 

1J 06 S.L. LION TO C-IN-C . ENEMY BATTLE 

CRUISERS BEARING S. E. 

1806 RADIO s.o .B.C.F. TO s.o. 3RD B.c.s . HOOD: 

l'IY POSITION IS LAT. 55- 53 N. , LONG. 

5- 37 E., COuRSE EAST, SPEED 25 KNOTS. 

1805. 

1810 P.ADIO & BARB.AM TO C- IN- C: EHEI,ff I S BATTLE 

FLAG FLEET SSE . 

1815 FLAGS &:- C- IN- C TO G ElJEHAL: THE DEPLOYMENT 

RADIO SIGNAL . 
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ADMIRAL JELLICOE' S LE'i'TER TO THE ADivIIRALTY 

SHORTLY AFTER AS3ULIING COMMAND OF THE GRAND FLEET 

No.339/H.F.0034. "IRCN DUKE", 
30th October 1914. 

Sir, 

The experience gained of German methods since the cofilQence-

ment of the war make it possible and very desirable to consider 

the manner in which these methods are likely to be made use of 

tactically in a fleet action. 

2. The Germans have shown that they rely to a very great 

extent on submarines, mines and torpedoes, and there can be no 

doubt whatever that they will endeavour to make the fullest use 

of these weapons in a fleet action, especially since they possess 

an actual superiority over us in these particular directions. 

3. It therefore becomes necessary to consider our own tac-

ti cal methods in relation to thes·e forras of attack. 

4. In the first place, it is evident that the Germans can-

not rely with certainty upon having their full complement of 

submarines and minelayers present in a fleet action, unless the 

battle is fought in waters selected by them, and in the southern 

area of the North Sea. Aircraft, also, could only be brought in-

to action in this locality. 

5. My object will therefore be to fight the fleet action 

in the Northern portion of the North Sea, which position is in-

cidentally nearer our own bases, giving our wounded ships a 

chance of reaching them, whilst it ensures the final destruction 

or capture of enemy wounded vessels, and greatly handicaps a 

night destroyer attack before or after a fleet action. The 

Northern area is also favorable to a concentration of our cruis-

ers and torpedo craft with the battlefleet; such concentration 

on the part of the enemy being always possible, since he will 

choose a time for coming out when all his ships are coaled and 

ready in all respects to fight. 
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6. Owing to the necessity that exists for kee~ing our 

cruisers at sea, it is probable that many will be short of 

coal when the O?p ortunity for a fleet action arises, and they 

might be unable to move far to the southvvard for this reason. 

7. The presence of a large force of cruisers is most 

necessary, for observation and for screening the battlefleet, 

so that the latter may be manoeuvered into any desired posi-

tion behind the cruiser screen. This is a strong additional 

reason for fighting in the Northern area. 

8. secondly, it is necessary to consider what may be 

termed the tactics of the actual battlefield. 

The German submarines, if worked as is expected with the 

battlefleet, can be used in one of two ways:-

(a) With the cruisers, or possibly with destroyers. 

(b) With the battlefleet. 

In the first case the submarines would probably be led by 

the cruisers to a position favorable for attacking our battle-

fleet as it advanced to deploy, and in the second case they 

might be kept in a position in rear, or to the flank, of tho 

enemy's battlefleet, which would move in the direction required 

to draw our own Fleet into contact with the submarine$. 

9. The first move at (a) should be defeated by our own 

cruisers, provided we have a sufficient number present, as they 

should be able to force the enemy's cruisers to action at a 

speed which would interfere with submarine tactics. 

The cruisers must, however, have destroyers in company to 

assist in dealing with the submarines, and should be well in ad-

vance of the battlefleet; hence the necessity for numbers. 

10. The second move at (b) can be countered by judicious 

handling of our battlefleet, but may, and prebably will, involve 

a refusal to comply with the enemy's tactics by moving in the in-

vited direction. If, for instance, the enemy battlefleet were 

to turn away from an advancing Fleet, I should assume that the 
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intention was to lead us over mines and submarines , and should 

11 . I de3ire particularly to dr aw the attention of the ir 

Lordships to this point, since it may be deemed a refusa l of 

battle, and, indeed, might possibly result in failure to bring 

the enemy to action as soon as is expected and hoped . 

12 . such a result would be absolute l y r epugnant to the 

feelings of all British Naval Officers and men, but with new 

and untried methods of warfare new tactics must be devised to 

meet them . 

I feel that such tactics , if not understood, may bring 

odium upon me, but so long as I have the confidence of thei r 

Lordships I intend to pursue what is, in my considered opinion , 

the proper course to defeat and annihilate th~ enemy's battle -

fleet, without regard to uninstructed opinion or criticism . 

13. The situation is a difficult one . It is quite within 

the bounds of possibility that half of our battlefleet migh t be 

disabled by under-water attack befo r e the guns opened fi r e at 

all , if a false move is made , and I feel that I must constantly 

bear in mind the great probability of such attack and be pre -

pared tactically to prevent its success . 

14 . The safeguard against submarines will consist in 

moving the battlefleet at very high speed to a flank before de -

ployment takes place or the gun action commences . 

This will take us off the ground on which the enemy de -

sires to fight, but it may, of course, result in his refusal 

to follow me . 

If the battlefleets reoain within sight of one another , 

though not near the original area, the limited submerged 

radius of action and speed of the submarines will prevent the 

submarines from following without coming to the surface, and I 

sl1ould feel that after an interval of high speed manoeuvring , 

I could safely close. 
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15. The object of thio letter is to place my views be-

fore their Lordships, and to direct their attention to the 

alterations in pre-conceived ideas of battle tactics which 

are forced upon us by the anticipated appearance in a fleet 

action of submarines and minelayers. 

16. There can be no doubt that the fullest use will 

also ~e made by the enemy of surface torpedo crart. 

This point has b-een referred to in previous letters to 

their Lordships, and, so l ong as the whole of the First Fleet 

Flotillas are with the Fleet, the hostile destroyers will be 

successfully countered and engaged. 

The necessity for attaching some destroyers to Cruiser 

Squadrons, alluded to in paragraph 9, emphasizes the necessity 

for the junction of the 1st and 3rd Fl o tillas with the Fleet 

before a fleet action takes place. 

17, It will, however, be very desira b le that all avail-

able ships and torpe do craft should be ordered to the position 

of the fleet action as soon as it is known to be imminent, as 

the presence of even Third Fleet Vessels after the action or 

towards its conclusion may prove of great assistance in render-

ing the victory shattering and complete. 

The Channel Fleet should be accompanied by as many destroy-

ers! drawn from the Dover or Coast patrols, as can be spared. 

I trust that their Lordships will g ive the necessary orders 

on the receipt of information from me of an impending fleet 

action. 

18. In the event of a fleet action being imminent, or, 

indeed, as soon as the High Sea Fleet is known to be moving 

Northward, it is most desirable that a considerable number of 

our oversea submarines should proceed towards the Fleet, getting 

first on to the line between the Germans and Heligoland in order 

to intercept them wh~n returning. The Germ?n Fleet would prob-

ably arran g e its move~ents so as to pass Heligoland at dusk when 
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coming out and at dawn when returning, in ordor to minimise 

submarine risk . The opportunity for submarine attack in the 

Heligoland Bi s ht would not therefore be very great, and from 

four to six submarines would be the Breatest number that could 

be usefully em~loyed there . The remainder, accompanied by one 

or two light cruisers , taken , if necessary, from the Dover 

patrol, should worlc. up towards the p osition of the fleet, the 

light cruisers keeping in wireless touch with me . 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

The Secretary Your obedient servant, 
of the Admiralty. 

J. R. JELL I COE, 

Admiral. 

M, 03177/14 
Ad:-;iiral ty, 

7th November 1914. 

Sir, 

I have laid before My Lords Connissioners of the Admiralty 

your letter of the 30th ultimo, No . 339/H . F . 0034, and I am coin-

manded by them to inform you that they a p prove your views , as 

stated therein, and desire to assure you of their full confidence 

in your contemplated conduct of the F'leet in action . 

2 . My Lords will, as desired , ~.ive orders for all available 

Ships and Tor p edo Craft to proceed to the position of the Fleet 

Action on learning from you that it is i~minent. 

The Commander-in-Chief, 
g , M. Ships and Vessels , 

Home Fleets. 

I am , Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

W. GRAHAM GREENE. 


















