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'he close of th orld ar found the nited 

States .av in a ·Ost nb&lancea ~tate as regar s type~ 

of ships: .L e rgent need o"' v ss. ls de igned to co i;ter 

the German subma.rJno · • .-arfa.re c9.used the con truction of 

a large nu ber of ,what .ras at t.1at time ,fast sea1i::eaping 

deetroyers,capible of operating l'"h Lhe flee"':. and of 

cruising long dictances . his de troyer force s still 

unequ Jed in numbers,b any o·her naval po• er . 

n ordt.)r to null .f our app· rent preponder­

ance in destroyer strength the other t-»o p:rincipc;.l 

naval po ;ers have btdlt up stron L.ght er· .lser forcee 

and unt l e can con ruct ana learn to ope1~! te corre-

spond ngl large 1 :;hA-. crt ser fo· ce we ••111 have to 

learn to ut llze the po.rer ,,·hic:1 we now have lr: de stro: er ..... 

Not c ... ,.l" .:v .. st \~·e lee~r11 to alee tl1e best uee of 

our destroyer force agains ... the a ~troyer's nor_.e.l ob­

j ct1ve,the capital ehlp,but alco against tho c:ru1ser 

and the sub . r.l ne . i'his ut liza.t on of aostro er ::>ov.-er 

embraces ore than the ab111ty to shoot, t! e guns or to 

:nsJre '.ihe torpedoes run Etraight,rat!1er,1t lnclu.:'cr the 

ability to arrive at a fir ng poslt_on et tha crucial 

.oment . t includes r:ot only the ability to carrv out 

true destroyer operatj one b lt alc•o the a bill ty to de 

th ... screening, scout".ng an~ destroyer support ,.~o:rlt: of 

tho cruiser. 

It is eesential,th refore,that e kno\· tho­

roughly the tactical uses of destroyers and to that end 

certain phases of the atvl of Jutlanu ight be e} ­

amined. 
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In all t:10 desert :.>ttons of the '3attle of Jut­

lanr,, both British and German.there i a. va.guenes con­

cern .ng the destroyer opcrat one . Thor.,. ar"- certa .n 

phases on fragments of doetroyer ~ction thoush>that can 

be positively i&cnt1f ed ao to the task,th method of 

accomplishment and the ri.;-rnulte obtatned. 

The attle of Jutland naturall· falls into 

five phases : -

(1) The contl.Act,approach and Battl~ 

Cruiser action. 

(2) The engag ment of the B_ttle Flae~s. 

(3) From the first ratirement of t~e 

German Fleet unt.11 nlghti'all . 

(L I: 1ght . 

(5) The orning of 1 June 1916 . 

--- THE FIR:1T PHAS'S ---

Tn the in1tial contact at the ~a tle of Jutlartl 

chance play d the cu~tomary large part . At about 1400 

31 ,a 1..,16 the r .. LBING,the wostE.rnmoet eh.i.p oZ' tne Gai'·&.n 

Battie Cr-ulcer screen,sightod a . aniah mer·c ant:rnz:i.n und 

sent two dectroyer ,B-109 and B- 110,to 2ee..1ch t.1.e vessel . 

wenty minutec later t.h~ Bz·1t·sh 1ght Cruiser GALAT.A, 

which -..;as in the ~r~ t ish Battle Cruiser ncreen, f-~e: hted 

the _ercao.r.vman and the two German estro!HH'S a.mi r:o re-

ported. At 11J55 the GALA F.A repori:.ed e . . ok~,. uaE fro 

fleot0 bear:ing ';N'"" and Admiral .eatt .. immedlatal 

the course of h . quadron to SSS. dmira.l · p!)e1• 

a 

changed 

i:r. the 
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LU'I'ZOVi, flugohip of Scouting .1v1sion One ,had r3ce1ved a 

contact report and had chanNed to a southwest~rly course. 

By this t1.me the D.?proach dispo 1.t ons were s.s 0 umed. At 

1535 Ad +ral ea.tty orde:red the 13th rflotllla to take 

station ahead and at 1545 the rit1sh Battle Cru1ser 

Fleet deployed to a 'bat .. tle course l\:SE . A.-1,, 1548 the two 

Battle Cruiser fleets oponed f re on each other at n 

r·an,;e of 1~500 yare s . 

Curing the f rst part 01 the Bettle ~rJlser 

action the destroyer forces on each dide were engage: in 

taking their asslgne~ poeit ons . It was at t is time that 

a. division of the 9th lot11la, ,h1.ch v;as tr Jng to pai;;.s 

up tne engaged side of the B j tis.11 Battle ruiser l ine, 

into a favorable pos tion for uttack , ser1ousl hampered 

with its smoke,the flre of th- PRiNC~SS R :.AL and TIC;R. 

Dhortly after thls,at 1555,Adrn.i r al Beatty sigualled to 

the thirteenth flo ·L lla ,which wc.o j n pos 1 t ion l~head of 

the at tle CrUJ.eers 'II vpportUni ty a,)Oears favorable for 

attackjng . 11 

Twenty m m.ttes late.~ th 13th -:i.oti11a plus 

four boats fro111 the 9th and 10th ·•lot:tllPs s.,arted the:i..r 

&ttack .• he t.elve boats i~re dlv3led into thre~ ~ro~ps, 

' : .... ,. .. -
m OUGH a:::-1a. r .LI CAN; the second and 

T"'R ~.GP. T;and ·he ·hird,? JlUR3l.L""":r., .-0 SO and 

OR IS. t thj s time the Germt.n 11atV!..e Cr;J.isor ~lest v7a.s 

about ei.ght n· lee a.wEq bear ng I'"S. uring the O.p:Jroach 

the Light Cru scr NOT II G. A• cut. a.crosi:: t. e o 2troyer 

fornntion forc.'ne out the PETALD and •:u. JU!._.! . '"'onse -

quently these two destroyer" l ollo"Wed by t. e 00" S.J i D.nd 



-14-

0 RIS he.d tc defer t-~eir attack unt.~1 FO•::i.tl'.:ie later . 

At the same t .. 1 me the Ccr'nan -1ot lla I { i•e-

celved th-; order to a.ttuck . J.he ·lot-'11~ eo.li:iander ha1. 

:range an( had c:roEJsed the lh e ahead of the LUTZO ·hen 

the attack s .5nal vras executed. lotllla I van diviC.ed 

into four 5roups;flrst,V-28,V- 2.6 an'l S- 52;second V- 27, 

<-36 and f. - 51;thtrd,V- 29 and s - 3:1;and fo rt .. ·:- 30,· - 3i 

and f-· - 33. .s the f .irst group emerged fro n the e·.11oke of 

the German Battle Crul s ,r llne t.h".'> I3ri ti oh destroyers 

were cighted comine up for att.ac~ • A nast..» rn::::lce start-

ed between t.he t .. c riostr·oyer forco . r;ot onl,/ e;,un fight-

on each r1de a:•a n t enc y destrcyr.H'E. he prL.iary "'.'lisslon, 

to attack the eneriy at le Cru'serri,soems to nave. been 

temporarj ly f "r€'. ot ten ':'J ~oth P des. 

Seven of the British destroyers J6I~ diverted 

fron tt.e attack on the Germa~ .Battle Cr tu ··;rs so that: 

although they ~"d f1nall~ arrlve .. !ti.in tor·pf;do r-.9ne;e 

and fi:rea. wher about ... (000 ya:.•ds t;·,,a , the did not have 

the cpportun::. t., a.ffo:."3.ed -t:.he l'"!bT , ,Q D e.nc I:!C .T ~. 

These three sh pe h·~ ~ot p3rroltted t~emoc.vec to be 

dela 0d b~ tb.e ct1on ;ith t:he Gol'. ··.n 0,Etio:·ers,ha.d 

p• !Jhed n thetr attack to £-hort ran0 e 1
· •• ga~nst t..be \.!£<!-

man ~at tl e Grui::-:e:rs, thon hac sighted the I! r1 :~r~c.s Fleet 

_approaching and p:.coc- ,de to att.r.c\. tho f"loet . ':he 

r ;sT ..... ~' 3.no NO AD vrere sur.lt b .. r the Battleth -PE. T ~£' 

rICA O • :r.'ollowed the ,.., ... O~. ~n ,a.tto.clc•d t·_e 'Hle:,:h :- r:as 

,_•leet and,by chas~ng tho Ger an salvo ,ei::c·irL'.; t:Pda!.mged. 

The r .. TA. "v, Bo cm t o:rea.f tor, had co;ne up . nd i' h ·:::d three' 
• 

torpedoes at the Gcr"'la.n Battle ruisers the la~t shot 

1 itting the S ~ D!..ITZ. 
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The Ger an destroyer action during t.his phase 

of the battle ls even more difficult to follow than the 

ritish. That the Germ n destroyers eve.c got ln to an 

effective f'iring Pange seems improbable . ·.,,uot111:; Groos, 

pc..ge 67 , .... ine3, 11 0wing to these f lghts .·:lth the le.l e.r and 

faster Britiah ·<.lentroyers,the other boa.ts of ?lotilla r 

'rare unable to approach the ene ships closer than 

7000 to8000 m-ters. 1 Ten ~orpedoe~ Jere firod,ho~ever, 

none t~klng 9ffec . During the melee the V- 29 was hit by a. 

torpedo from the P"".1.J .ill and tuc V- 27 ;.as smuc b., the V- 26 

after being d1.sabled b gunf lre, probabl fro u tho 5th 

Battle &quadr•on v:h.lch V'mn a.pproa.:jfl ng • 

• r ... llci.n Corbett makes c.!1e f low Lng com:n<.::nt 

in connection 11th th:1s dectro,/ r a.c:tio1,Vol.I!I pate )42, 

nThou h t.~::-ent toi'pe oes w.d been flred,this t...ho flit on 

t.ne SSYDI.1 rz ) -~s the only h l' _ 1or.e to the -fie roan Fle;t, 

et,er:ia.11 as ·Nr.s the r,::sult,tne ~'.1ole aff.-.ir nust. (:Jver 

et·;mfl ao an ~xqmplary p1ece of flotilla ·tror.,r in battle." 

Onl:,- pa:rtly so . .:he Br .tish die gei:. thro ,:.:'l to a ±iring 

position of eo:cts, t.:;ut the~ dalayeci in get Line thc1,e long 

enou3h to give d iral H ppe··· a ch n. e to tu1'n throu3h 

sl.x teen points ma avoid the .3 .. ttao:~ . nd wn,.m they d1.d 

reaca position they were not 11.1 any !t nd of ro1·r:iation 

c..nd th'3 r· attack was no·t effect ve. ..,uoting •root "r, 

Groos' accoui1t, page 75, bottom,·' In this par-ticula.r , t ­

ta.ck ther·e ca.n be no doubt but, t.i:E.t t.he 31·i. '."..is!-i de stI'O.f­

ers excelled the Germc.n ,aespit.e the d.isorganizecl character 

of their a~tuck . ~he inl~iative of the Brlw1sh capt ina 

co- _ ... ensat·~o for the failures of their hig er- loa ers. 11 

They did prev:::nt an effective 9.ttack bejn.- tlolivorod by 

the Germ.n de troy 0 rA but that .ould se ... m t.o be the 

function of the destro er support not the uttac~~Lng de-
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stroyers. The greatest accomplish ent of the 13th ~lot­

illa wa.o that it c&.used Adilire.l , 1ppor to make a radical 

turn away just when Admiral Beatty had to t.urn his Floet 

to get clear of the High 1eaa Fleet . 

.. At 1643 recall w L slgnalled to the 13th Flot -

illa from the LION and Admiral eatty brought h1s 'leet 

to the reverse couree,north,!n.ak ng best his way to join 

the .rltieh ain Body. He had · sighted the Hig1 Seas Fleet . 

. eanwh le Aam ral Hipper' s Squadron turned in ouccess ·on 

and by ome very smart ~ork came up to northerl· course 

ahead of the Hjgh Seas leot,keeplng in contact w5th the 

British Battle Cruisers . At this t m0 all of the rit1sh 

destroyers had not answered their 'reca.11 and it was dur­

ing the Gorman Battle Cruisers turn that the PE ARD and 

TtrrlBUL~i:N got in their torpedo fire ,one of tie • "!T1'RD';;, 

torpedoes hitting the ~EYDLITZ. 

·i'rom the time of Ad 1 al Beatt·· ' s r·ecall until 

the close of the Battle Cruiser action there wore numer­

ous ind vidu"""l destroyer o.ttucks such as that of the 

8 0-i::sBv and N5LO . Corbett callc tiLse c.ttacks ''br111Lnt 

adventures." hey were brillie.nt adventures hero'cally ex­

. ecuted but they were not effective . 

--- , li •, ST<lCOl D PHASE -- -

·:.Lhe tv:·o ...... in 1 ets v.re·"e no 1 ,at 17 55 ::.tppl'Ol~ch-

1ng each other. rhe Grand .i!.,lue t. deploying on tnc1 l9ft 

f2.ank diviston rit.;:1 t.he destroyer f'lotil:iae in pocition 

· ahead and on each flank . 

As soon aE Ad. irn.l Tellicoe rec~lved t·~e ln­

for .9.tlon that Ad iral IL:.itty v·as engao-ed . e ordereC' 
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the Third .attle Cruis r Squadron unde:i.• Admiral Hood, 

to go to Ad iral ~e~tty's assistance. Admiral Beatty was 

about fifteen mile!'.' further to the .~atward than the in-

for"'lat11"\n rece 1v .d. by Admiral Jellicoe eeomea to indicate 
• a.nd for that reason b.,n the 3rd attle G:ruisor Squadron 

arrived in the oattle area Admiral Hood . found himself on 

tha u.nengagea bow cf the enem·,~. Thie wai:i inconvenient, 

not only for Admiral .·Upper but o~ .. rnaps more .Bo for 

Admiral ~c.i'l.eer . 

Along ' lh. the 3rd Ba tl. Cruise!" -quadron were 

four destr·oyers ,oHi 

hen th::t ;rd .... attle CruiE»3:r Squnaron a.ppaare·~ it was at-

tack~d ~;roDptly b the German Scouting I.Ji,1 islon II con-

sis ting of fou: L ight Crule~rs 1the 'l'.:""':.;i.B c ~N having been 

dau!?.ge to an extent 11· iich made her lncapa le of ma.neu-

ver·ng. Scouting Division II had ade . tor~do attack 

on the 3i"'d 1attla Cruiser Squa<.lron and was being badly 

damaged by gunf'ir when t,ac four destroyers attached to 

the 3rd ~ttle Cruiser Squadron etood out to attack. At 

the ea.ma t.l e tne Ge1:man 12th Half Flot111c.-. jo1n3d the 

fight in tro group- . T: e first. group got of-. itr. tor-

pedoos at the 3rd Battle Crul~or : ... quadron bur. only one 
.. 

of the second group , the 'J-1•5, as able :..o fire her tor-

pedoeo because Scouting Division II ~hreatencd to croso 

thEi line of fire. ha r",rna.lning destroyers of the second 

grou then abandon d their attack o.e:ainst dmiral ood's 

squadron and turned. their attont1on to the .,1•it1sh deotroy-

ers,using torpedoeL in add tlon to gunfir . By th~s time 

lotilla IX haa_ c.:o:-.ilfJ up to attack the 3rd .::at.tle Cruiser 
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Squa~ron but becoming 1nvolvea. in the melee be t·17een tne 

British destro err.:. and the Ger.,an Half Tflot, lla ~II,onl 

the leader and t•o othe s,tho S- 52 nu S- 34 got in to an 

a.ttac~ .. 1 .g range . Shortly thereafter Flotj.lle. II followed by 

G-101,G- il.02,G- 103 and G- 104 ca e up to attack but H lf Flot­

illa I e lCceeded in ma.e.{111g th target . . - a r.;;; -ult there 

vas one destroy r only, he G- 104,wh~.ch .as uble to fire one 

torp do at tne s~cond sh.p of the 3rd attle drui-er 

Squadron at a r!l.nge of 7000 m<;J ·ero . 

By thi ti , Scouting Div s1on I,Ad~iral Hioper, 

a.e co:n1n .. up a.1 the ' · troyer..., a: to move on o 't of 

the way • . ith t.h Battlo Cruieare c-f' Soo t'lng Divi ion ! 

·G~'rn URG, fla :,Sh p of th~ cecond leader· of 

destroyers . .s..his vesE.al holsted," Follon the le2~d r and 

roc"'eded on cl ar of the G:--rm n Battle Cru1sore with 

het· destrov r ro~ ing up 1n n r ·,rake. ·he ;;,HARK h&.d bec•n 

dieabl d d lr ing the rnclea and was l,,; ing nGarby. As the 

REG~NS U G with the Ge ·man destroyers following passed 

her they fire on he~ th ~ uno and one torpeo.o, leavin& 

her ln a e nkng condition . 

Thuc t 1e 0:'11.. lo o d rln thio entire destroy ­

er action was on~ Brit h destroyer . The inuort ance of 

thir pc'rt i cular .-ct .. on ,ho e ·er,liee 1n t:.e fact that the 

3rd B~.ttle Crr.iiser Squadron -.rith its accompanying four 

dest.royors had drawn the Gorman destro r attack~ v hicl.1 

ha.c be 1.1 o;cdered agaJ.nElt Admiral ea.tty and h~d thereby 

po""mitted Admiral .:.eatty to carry on the enveloping move ­

ment of he Germ·n van . 

Durlng the ensuing half hour t ... de.e'!:.royers, 

generallr,were engaged n taking their assigned 9ositlons 

·'ith th.ir res ct-4ve fleets th th e.xc -ptlcns of the 
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OiiSLO and ~A.ST . 1hes · 1.1WO ~st,royerc a.gain got away 

from ·1:.1 e r s er ors und delivered individual, 1neffect-

1ve attacks aga not the Cc~ an cnpital ships. 

-- - TH- .. iHIRD P - .SE ---

n the mee.nr'!l~ile the capital ship o.c t ion we. s 

rapidly becoming mere vlole t . Admiral Jellicof.' had 

co "Plete h e deploy;n'1r:t of tL. u·ranc Fleet g6tting a.n 

a.·kward :;rnuckle in hi!" line; :e Battle Cruiser Float un-

a.er A iral ._eatt - he co. <:1 charging :.crosE between c.ho 

British and Ge;r. rm fleets to tal .. e po ... ltlon in vhe van, 

mask nt; tht.:J fir, c;f so.-1e o · .. he ·1"1~1.sh s!.'1i~ s ,malting 

Adm_ral ell co .. alo·; :.:_ entire ~leet and f'orclng 

.dm.ral J rram,ir com~s.n.:!. o the Vc:n divir·lon, :.o haul 

over out of the l,jne to g1.:,in more (;}O.,I'OOm . .duiral Hood 

had brought the 3rd attle Cru1ser Squadron up about t·:rn 

mile~. aheci.d of tbe Br1t1sh Battle lcet and dm ra.1 "van-

'i'horaas had pl -ced ... 5t l ttle Sq a.dr n at th re-r of l.t.t .. tJ ..., 

the lin • he High !:earn .,..1-, i.. . tecr·ing in -...r1 ca,.,t.erly 

irectlon ho dod about for the center of the British line 

ancI r-ap1.dl gett.1ng into a mc> t f.,l.fficult position . 
' 

At 1826 the Briti<h f :re commenc d to becom€'l 

~ ch.3er ha to do om~t·, n uic.::ly tc get out of tho unten-

r ble position n . h •. ch he founr" h1rnsel1' aild t. 1 33 the 

signal ·1\fas mo. o J • -~ ps :t•1ght a:ocut 11
• ca.1., hU.c Commodore 

icbeJ.s ,n 1.11 the R0510CK ...... n lotilla llI and the 1'irst 

Half Flot lla hid ta' en up oei~io in the 1 e of the 

German ift · v · ion .. h.n the Hi h ·eae Fleet etartad 
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it~' snips .1 ht bot' tic LUTZC,, .hich a at th head 

or the line,had been to .. uch .n J• ent that she 

could not car out the a n as -teQ ing off to 

the .,,, • Co odo1• i.e ... leen 1 di tel 01aere hi d -

stroy :rs ' to 1 ., s o e er .n for the protection of ta~ 

L TZO nd to obccure t ·e ove nts of the er n fleut . 

At 1850 th G- 39,fla.gboat o the Flrst Half 'lot.1.lla, 

· ent along ide t and too_ of Admiral Hipp r an 

his staff for th purpose oA get t.ing h m to G nother of the 

Battl. ru1s r . the G-40, - 38, -45 and 

G- 37 la.id s 0 creen j t _n tl e to save the LUrzo . 

Threo destro~ r ,V-73,G- 88 .. · S- 32 ent on throuch the 

screen nnd fir d to ·pedoe a a e of 8000 a s. fter 
coul t'fectuully 

the scr en c.:.s la. t d b• 1 t be re ii cov-e the LU ZO she as 

h t f ou t umber t o turrc a put out of &ction 

nd nu.ber four had to s tft to hand operating gear,ln 

add tion a 5 e~t deal of no d age ar aone. 

t th t me 1ot11la I/I .. th t .e V-4 and 

~. -54 ~ .me up n ad so· rcre n ;h'ch ~1xc· th the 

on~ la d ()y tb • 1 r t H lf l illa. and .1. fectu lly scr en-

ed the ove c ts Of t hort.i.y a ter the layinv of 

tnese f ore rcreen" n d Svl eyer•· the 

a.s hit b o. ped.o nd u e • ..,y,. lC. ,n xt aetern, t OU ht 

a·. the of torp do ... . . h s a. hav c .e fro th 

1rst Half lot lla Ol .. ro th a. Cl of burninc; .rec r g • 
hi ch 

that had been t ~ I 5 • o,, . . he x.ct SOU.Ce o!U' t ese 

tor, oeo c, e a r.ev r det l 1nod. 

rh la ng of t s oko screen by lotilla I 

a ar icul ell ti ed. ad it been a fe, • iutes 

later th zo nd the oul . al o t cert. n-
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ly h~ ve be .n sunk because both of them hac. · ;c ..... ce lved 

conaid-rable ea .. ago and at the r-oment,both were busil 

engaged clearln their torpedo nets which had dropped 

into position likel- to foul their propell9rE. In addi-

ticn,thi emoke sc:ce~n cou9led ith Admil·ul J.>eatty's 

ur~avoida.ble 1ntc.rferenco in gett.i.nQ into posi .. ion at 

the hoe.d cf the Br:itiah 11.ne,probably kept the German 

van from bei1g seriously dama.gea during t1e th1pn right 

about movernont 

.nd no,, ·"a.m • ral iJChoer was conl':ro n,ed '>ii th a 

problem r.qulrlnz a Jec1o1on \h.ch would either credit-

ably cro n his o.n' year•r, of pr(:ipo.i·ation and tni.ini.ng or 

... oul{ nake hi c: long serv"' ,e eterile. If he cont.tnu-:H.'! on 

hir pr~sent cource,vest,an· f th d itieh followed his 

tur'ning move nent the enisuing ,..ction would be n the nature 

of a retreat tth all its &\.tendi.ng disc.d1ro.nt.agcc. t 

would not onlJ be a reti•er"'t but lt wouJd be (:, retreat 

directly aaay 1'1 om vho Ger .an J ght ar.d t.ac uer :11:-;n base a. 

h" Ad · ra ... d cid ,·•," To st.r1 H anothor blo.: a~ the enemy 

· meuns of _n onerg0tic u~ •unce and to dr v- homo a 

powerful d . s e1roye1 a. t tac.:., i (. cheer: G ·r.man . .:' s 1eh •"eas 

Fleet ln the orld · o..:r , p· ... 5 225). Hence at 18S5 t'.e i-!igh 

c aat-; :;leet <:-gu n 1 ece' v _-d the OJ"( er, 11 Ships right a.bout.'' 

,t ~ 's sa e t~Le ~he ~rltish leet turned south eome 

nents of tl e 

b" Co )moo.ore Gocdenou.2'.;h 'n !11s fJag.tihi p, t.1. SOUT :: PTOr. v . . -

hen .dmi:ral Ocheer orc1er·0d h s fle ~t to come 

about ho also ord -red ~lotilla lI to go to he a.n~lst-

ance of t e . and attempt the l'G c .e o~ her crnw. 
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I came 1 ~~·al'' ruur~ heavy fil:'~e fro:n the ~ it isl1 le et 

that it was forced to cbo. . "'on the attempt and. turn a.vmy 

to·flard the Germ- n line. t 1•"t'• ,.,., ... 1ng the i -73 fired one 

torpedo .... nd the C-88 f'ii·· .. d th:'eo torpedoes at the 5th 

and 6t "ri"'o- h i3at.'tleen1p Divisions a.ta ran8o cf about 

6000 etors. Soon t·1ere.aftex· the .,hird shi ,, of t. l.J 5th 

D1vision,tne r .. PTUNIT;, a'; the tr·;,:cks of ,hree torpedoefl • 

..>he turned ·.1ith l'udder ard ovor an· since tho n xt o.a-

tern, the e .. . VI ~C·"'NT, hell: : n.r ccuroe, the ;. ';f .r..;N; ,ar; 

forced to c..?aso firing.At tile :::a. o t.tm· tn 4th ivislon 

v7ent ships le t t enty de recs n orde · to void tor-

podo j f.U eported by Lhe :EPTUfli.. 

dy 1913 t.hc . I 1 ,ir:h fire had. beconc no 1ntoler-

b, th . t~ n 1~6.V •.c.'l .•.i.r·al ··C'.nRCr decld-l;. _a ~at., quo '·' ng 1.d'OOA ,page _ . .rr. - __ 

od to attack w th ~ttla Cru ~ers,1 ithout .e0ard to poss-

ible losses,&o that,with their he!),~he naso attac~ of 

tor .. e ··o boats could b brought c::e closo t,o t.he dnemy line 

as possible .hile, ~··er the nrotectlo::.1 of i:. ilt, i.nan,,uver , 

the 3!lttle 1rlee c-:uJ.. be turned :tor the third t.i e or. 

the reverse 1,;ourC!c :md thu. v·h.hcl.ra:n:~ fro tne enemy en-

velop.i~.eni.:. for the s .cond ti -··' ~ 1913 t ~e s -·_.al, 

" Ba, t,tle Gru~s~~£'!'i tu,:r·n toget,ner to,;ard the .::nemJ ;uttack 

11th full e:trer~(..h '' ,ua.s mo.do . ~hreo m~nutc;:. later caoe 

the sin l to the {2-tt1e .·:Leet,"Ships right c.bout. ' 

The rit. i::h an'. Ge.:..nan ueeount.s o •. i:.h t: .etro -

er o ei .. atlo. e t th1 ti e t~o not coincide ,uo. ev .r ,at 

1921 d Jir.s.l .. ,chaor ordered, ' es .. r·oye:r.~ ut ... a.c~1 '. o. •• d 0 ain 

a"' 2000 he oro ··r.Jd, 11 1.1 .Lot:U.las t t ... ~ .k. ' ... olc~ ~ r.ne 

s';:.rml h' .. d been i:ecoived thou;.;h,Co:n.ino ... <:o e .c inPich in 

the R ;G-. "& UrlG, cecond leader of de t.:coye:rs ,_1s.d deC;ided 

tnat. the slt t1o he:. ecome co ser loui~ for the sl l )G 
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at the head of the column that a torpedo attack by all 

the Plotillas was ecessa:ry if those ships were to be 

oa.ved frora destruction ana, therefore ,haa. started the order 

for attack. he de .. troy.r atta.irk sct:mc to have been uade 

in three , wavos.T~1e fl:r·st,by t e 11th ano 17'tn Half Flot­

jllas plus the V- 73,G- 88 ~nd one other boat of Flotilla 

III,a total of' thirteen destroyers. This first group 

wa.e acco .1pan ed by the R'P;G7 NSBURn.. up to the hen' of the 

11 ne, the D 'RF LINGER, then the .G ;.? BURG returned to brh:..; 

Flotilla I up for attack . ·a_f Flotillae 1-ven ,:.md 

~eventeen panned on throu..Jh h"" smoke scraon. -.:.1lc!'l ha 

been laid for the protection of the .i.J!J.ZI.. .:aid lmned.iate­

ly Ei~hted t'·ie =>rlt1sh battle 1 r.o,"An iron rinc of abo:.tt 

tsenty-four bgttlashtps on cour~e ES~ and SL~ acco1 anied 

by nu:ncrous 1 it./lt cruisers and de. troy9ra . ll :!1:) ""'erman 

attacking c1estro ers 1. ruec ately came under ~)e,v• fire 

and, sin cc the ran.~e ;a;as only a.bout, 7000 :naters, it beca .. 1e 

neceesar' to firs tho torpedoes bcfo.ce all tbe attacking 

boats were de~trO.)-ud . All boatc launched !':cor:: one to three 

torpe 0.'38 th !1 i;.1J.rned and r ti::recl behind c~ s·:ioX.e screen 

to th~ir n. l n -qod:". Th :;y had been under very !lo: v fire 

from 1910 to 1925 . The V- 28 and S- 51 -.vere aa~mged. to 

such ~.n extent thn.t their speed was redueea to about . 
seventGGn '{nots and "the S- ~5 was s llnk . 

Tn t e ~eantl e 1 lot lln III ~as com ng up for 

attack. :'his Flot .lla had to brea~ through the German 

battle ljne and th n pass thrcu3h the eDoke i:.ICl"'een laid 

by the retiring destroyers of the p:;."ec~e 'ing r:··~ve . Upon 

emerging fro::-.1 t.he s.noke they s. ghted no enew,; c.::..pltal 

ships b lt did i;,· ght enc.,y 11.ght fo!'Ce"' n ov ·rpo·:·erlng 

nu.."!lbcr . f'tor a sharp bruoh with those li~)1t forcoo the 



o.b1y beh:.nc pocL.,ion she pBr'~ed t:10 tur!l:lnt pclnt of Flot-

the 3r1Ltsh brittle fleet bu.t l'.fJ.!'l unable to clo::'e nearer 

tu:rne·l to :cej oin ?loi.1 lla Ir I. 

The th1.ra ~ttack "ras J1vde b.:r 1'1ot~1.1a ,,, '>'lot -

~11,,s V and VII had :nad':i- the turn to t1e w?et,'.Jiard with the 

tiorw at the lea.c~. of the column 'V.Bn t:o: r:::cig'v~r) t"le 

llna ~lur tn0 Battle Cruisers and tJe 3r1 J2ttla ~quadro~ . 

an- attac% ~nlct ~ie ?lotil~a ~ici~ ~i·te ~oald ba useless 

V t1i1\n·~d.· ...:.he ROSTOCl?.: ,f rsL lea~,;;;r ::f flotill".t~,and 

course ,::. - . Ar, 19'50 _lot l, la. V P~'.fH:'.<:~d thl'C1t..~ .. :h tbe smoke 

be:ond t~or ~r~cteh. lfht ~orcos du0 to the e~oke ~oat 

195~-1 ""lottlla '! headed back for the G0r~1 .L ;,~tt:o T'.1l0et 

CrLtser:: . 
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round::. fl'Om .. eco'1uury bat"" ... l''Y gur.c ';Jy the 

Brit i i::h ;,,.ctle le~: at the Ger ;an deist_, o .. l~"' · Lin. 

V- A-:>.., .. er::; Zllnk • .1.he for:!! r b · 12 Lnch '" hGl- :'."O bl.,r 

u· . T)e latter 'bS hi~ ~ n~. nhel1 

b. th 0 fir t i7.l iOti: vf t .. f.; l"th 

. o tornado hi"" s · ere ':ii" de a. ? i 

alt.' ot.g.1 th · st:r·o rer· o the f · r t ... ave • ~ r::.'. tn. nt -

re a7o 1 cii::-:1 by -· t .l .. 

ere 1, d"' t,h:. .,r :" • c.e ~. :.ro., -

1 v ls 

l'rn in e the 

~ . - <:; •. , i r~o ~ 

.el: -. . \ 

l'a , . .,,. ... L .13 vl8 :f 

0 r C' ~rJ..I 
.' tor-.. ' . .. Jutl:~n ·1· ... u.1 J8lli ·'- ' 

to ose n nt -.. t 1 t'1 t, 

1vP.1.1 d -

destroyers w~re er the 

o,,tt'lono . 
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During thi nt9rv- l Co :mo :ore Heinrich, 1n th~ • l!:G ~ ' -

BU7:G, .::;econd leader of' flot" _lai 1 r?a.seign- d th various 

flctllla.s ke ,ping Flu':.illa II and th.re::: boai.s of. the 

12th Htilf Flot· lla for night attack oz-k . on~ of th A.:,_ 

boats ha fired ~ny o"' the·.r torpedoes. 1 o ng Groo. 

pa......,c 11n, top ' kt 2010 h Com ad.ore .hirir·' ch ) ch&n ed 

ti1 ~s.i~ned search ector of lo11lla I to around 

loti_la . ere orde?·ed to eoa.rch 1.n ector to SE. In 

o_d.,r to g1v th beat~ a a.rting ~o1nt fr oke 

anr 1st; he p~oceede" i·h th lot"lla to & 0 4 ~t in 

raar of t_1e co u:m to the north. •as."'d . he h:.,.d s ·ar·vel :::.::'-

t ;e f'lot 11 as m1 t.hslr 

misatc., when a me sea ' r c . V" d r om .:.he Co .1a.nde:r·-

in- C.hief ,order n all boat,._ .:.o att c 1 
.. and p_a.c1ng · ht'se 

oper tionc under the d ~ r-- ct ion of the f _.rs 1 fa~.: :r of 

dert.r yr:r • Commodore He-in11oh, ,ho had forei::een thi.c or--

der ,hi~d th refore rcatrict ~ · h' op rat.io:i: e o the tactic-

all., ur f _. or bl- no:rthc!'~ ecto s in CJrd.:. ..:orc0s 

1.-ht not. · ntei f r£s ... 1th th rch aper .~ions cf' t ... e 

f'lret - dor f .:...st.royers . H<?,ther:,:f'cr·-.. ,re:vo:.ted ~m.x:.d-

poE1tS.o:n ' na. · rdarea · Ol" Loti la II Li.l!d th~ 22· h 

1 1lla. rhe la~tar dee d-~ a ·ns} V!n ..... n 

fur::.h .- -rs 1n ord r- not .. o d :ay the o_; ratio.~R o 

the 'to- .. !1 ·• r1ng t'b.a Lhort P"· ·"'1od of da.:r' .:n•:: · ~ , i. :l f'm: 

VI c:r.d .., - 18tL Half lo'· .. llu ;hie: .. ol'; corcei.trateii 

!:.e·· X' ;:,h 

·Lis long quot":'.:..io,. .i. giv .:_ .. :m, on...: :....u::pos1;; 

on~y =to , t t · , ·· to show tb manner tn ~, .i.icn 1#. • L, ~ 
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of t:1e G0r &.n ""ubordin;.: ... te tco'llma.nde.·E: f· ·1ct1on-, • Co .o-

dorJo ~1c.he1s:;)n Emd. Hcl:r.t·r·c .: r<n· · d.,.·:S:t1·oy r lend.::I»::.· 

hen ·thay rec~1vAd craer t .. y ~arr ed t ' . ~ ·ut t~. 

wh n or· -=-r· • r lac.'·ir.g th:: · · · wLrt .i.hei:i: tr~.in 11~ 

dictat .a .. 

·t thi t:me 1 _ J llicoe 

c~rta1n a. t.o 1 nr.:.t the G'"'r an .floet had 

_ . ot ;; t · 11 

her.1 1 t 

turn~ t'3h nd. the . oke 

ing rep""rt# rom the LIO 

, t 1954 Ad. ira1. 

nd 

had r.;;;,0c,_v •d conn ict­

b1.r f n· Ily 

sh~.:p . 0llow o.t ... le erui re. 

1 ° Jub i - v n o b .... ttl_,­

car. th.n cut o r h le 

cf on ;. ... s 1 L .. at ::1e 1 leet. . t ?007 ,):i.e \. e<-o,1d nttl 

Squ6dr n .ns Oi. · ere<i to f'ollo· th · · ;tL. rt ts .. rf. bu" 

tr.1 Squadro!'! 1d o·~ · 10. 

whe::'. h~ attle Ct•uiser qu~dron' 

ever .... ·~.l courC'!"' wa.. c.nan0 ed o S • 

t 20~5 t.h_, CAS. OR tth t '!e 11 t,; lo .;.1.11.f., 

uppor·. b c.h' ec li h., er 1. ·r 1 ' ht~- -·" .n 

dostr·n: r., .lot·1 a V. h !'itieh op .. ~."? r ·._·:, o~. lci:.::.11-

V n p rsued n _ .. o ·h.:. -1ot\.ll v !'.;;joi • .:d 

i:.h~ o ... TOCK ru--· fcl"ovcd th, V3S el tbr1 .. gh t'!;., r';:·.:·n 

bc.t ... J..:; lin- . At 2026 th;; p ireu n r~ ,.i ·· i fore .. m.idd.;:nly 

found : _ n·lv a.bom:, 750C Jtere frcrn t e C~-· n battle 

lirL ... e~or·ly afte th e. .nd.r · r _r=> t~e 

Germar. ttJ. ahi .'-'. Th tu· , d · f ,..edie.t l ~ 

1th- ut fir ' ng r:.". gle t .. rp, o l thouth t o .d - .. !,sar 

thtJt con; 1t on· .:e -, .:;.\.c ... lJ.on~ O'!' a tc!'p o 'b_o d-1: • 

on, ~r ~h 'rit1··h lighi: .::·"tiscr. ,t.1·.- C ~ ,_ ir:.d one 

, hi~ f ve ~im s b·fo o 2h could 
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:_1 . th1 e 11 as olng 

th .s. .. · .. 

ero a~ uho head of th~ . r _ 1 1ine 

da 1agln t1~ alreacy oadl ~rip l d 

FT 1 • • a. hil at th .. r;tu• of h 1 n· 

ttln ,.. ·"U 8-

ev rely 

• I u , r n 

de trey r ·lOt.1.lla. II ard tbe 11'.>·i a f lc0 Jl ,'h1ci. 

on o _ t .. c~ ree.:::· 

Of the r an 1 ne, m.d · co tact :h \oh 4 tis: .. ?_ r 

Ol"mln,;;.:i t. - f;CI' 'l . 

th"' rear Of v- 8 . &. 

fi:r e by t ... e nd , c.s hit 

and u·e la~e:l' run't b th·c> 'it ·_ch l?th l 

?O:iO 
-, ot'l "' ..... II . a fo:a.c t· .o.'C .Ar ' fr rt .... 

i · gh"'" Cl" icer an the l th lotilla. r .s.n 

ot:\11 c e thL 

1.it:,ht ~ruieer • qu ·. !'O_ n a 

weatwar . .n th"r brt1sh th:. rt- .Jo ·aC'! hit J ' eh i , 

wh'ch, 0 t id ot ill "-t 

1 ~n·:, r:: t -~p -ed 0 the 1 vO t.; -.f:... v 

knct- i Tl· .. th ;,·':ner ... n_,) c-;,.it 0 ... tio ... v ' 

hor.l b.for th i.:h-

.l th , 
ht ,..ruis T' -.;qtmo..ion, LI r.d . 

jo·.n ... d b th{' nd the ri 1 h 11t 

thE ~.r. po 1.t"on ad~ ,nc r .. he 

\t the'.'.'O 8 El si ht ea thr er~ n 

bear in r:o ... th· t a.r Cl vr . 
~llv 0 n t r~t 1 ire. .... \ 

h c nt cl- · E i·0p0r1.i d to d .Lal J :r ... in G 

T 

st~!'tO- ·. o attac1-. Id . :.a.., J i·f'_ o 

(i cm1tinu~d beca.ts .. h ~"hou ... ~t ch~ps b~-

in tt c ta" re th attle Crui eY' .rnrl r d .l! ~1 
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Bea'1t r. "'.:1e Io.;: and C .:id t.ne a tack 

ho·;e-re ,but wee ole tog-·• .. Q."i. o ly on ach 

at 7300 eterE befcre the ;ere forced to tiz·c . h· 

11 t<l. ·lot tlla h d follo;;ed the C O.i...l • 'n out m d no 

o.tte .. pt ~o fire torpedo· ,pl'o , ly becal..i 

Jerr·o.r.1' c inter~erence .. c der ng t. at, c r. di"' 'O tLn..od. 

he1·. · a now no doubt in .. d 1il J""lJ.!coe 1
:.; 

mind ' o wn· t. t 

smol{ ac •l:.;; • or .c.S t . an qu . 1on s uO th .• x-,, 

act poai .ion OJ • .' fl ,, . ..= ·,e t t .e 

man flo·· t .,..\.5. lo lJ approac.1ir. tl.o -·1 tl. h line and 

th<:.<.t b ·.oldin t _.O r h: Ol ul . 00 

do even t __ ough his fl et .a still up· rio LO t e · · ·-

1c. n fl .. e and not tthst n 1ng th fact hat. hi· estro~ -

ers stlll had pz· c · :le 11·· h h• full eq !lip ncrrt of tor-

pefo 

cl-:sin r·rn""· . lea · • L t, e 11. w I'i t :,, h 

wae in ex·iu.r to t" e erman J,. t 

1 0 (l 0 c "'.. to ~ ca t o t.:; 

fir· · t vacl l !'lOt 

lso of ... _e o n , hlo .... ~con· -

r '., _n ·' .. ~, d :. pe ·;:. ~d 

hit .. ly- ,b.c c,houg_ t, .:.h ..... t 

o~t c_, tc'\i:i! · :0 ,:-·cel_-ent oppo··tt it .·3~· .or· ~in 



- 20-

pc' P. 't•le. .1.he 

n ~ FOl' .r HA 
• 

'<a.ttl., .. "et L. th, order· 

:i., .. cnt~ r. 

fleot. 
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fro -:~I' to S ,Floti.l] VII fx•o. G to ,., b , :::nd ~,ct.-

illa V from S by r.: to ... s • 3roo ,bot':>o ot r> e 15 .. ia.s 

tho folloy·i 1 to say !'") a .- in th" s as n i3~~ of eectora, 

' furthe dlff'iculty . r, '~1at o 1n to tl c ~.me ... 1 tc. nty of 

t.10 3.. .... sit ion tho hac to coun on co ~in:· ir.~c th., a.ttao,, 

e~ctor of one of the other floti~l~s 

~n; cf r ctlli~ VII in p~rttcul r . · 0r~l~1~ 

I\,, 

fricn 01 - O- . 1 rhle p ~~1~111t of 

-... e ~u1 ted ·j:~ cr:ler to th var .i ou "." fl t 1.l. las t.o : """' to-

g th r 1n ~h~.r ~eBlgned _ector • .. ,n a . .i.r·J C~h er or-

trcyer ... ;,ir. 0 ~bt... ly 

r 0·,.tc ·t ::. t •t , ou·.d 

to t~.k rt in 

v. 111 n·r tc a.c :." ~t hi r ~ • .t. Co'IW • OJ:>..:; ic:1 1 :r. ,h , v0 , 

sent radio 1.n;:;t:ructions t ~"30 _o . all boh-B + - ,.. ..,1... ·' n· e-·-

voL c at o··n 

ra.lt" 1 r:.· 1•.l!)., .:d to 

.d _ral _ )11 coe. r:-:.i odo •. 1 .. • c ha · 1 r e .: ~ ivcn 

l ~\11~ -l 1nst~uct1on~ tA Of 

th!'.'~!' COt.i' - "'"' ..,oul · retur·n 1 . ...1:1 Ira~-:: , o t'1eir 

bare. lot lla II , as t ·"' E:.tron :., t 

1.1hor~ h cl o ·en a .. or· ing - 1 ag, n~ .it ..1..ottl, , , I .culd 
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. t. 21_,0 the • CV".: .. t . ...q\lud. <.r -r ... 1 si htec. 

a.he'\d.. C odo1e lcholsen in · t 1 t, e 18 .th 

Ha:f lot lla o~oered thJ .r JG S c: ~the no:TOCK 

jo n .. rg •couting ivi.c ion IV. t "" ... e sc:i. .. e t.~.. 10:.i_la 

VIr pr:os(::: -~,·te:cn of e.t+ .. e Squad:r·or "'-~I a - J.f! ,n rnr. ~er 

thr~ e~"le .i .nc w r fired on t,, on:; !:1h1 ;, c 

c· done :.it t .. :t0 lot'll n 0 

cc~r~c to J • n r -r to f rt or a 0 l. 

fle·t . late · lo;,~ l 

:eh 1 £. .1 lo .11:0. cf t · t e TIP2R -

nd 

'1"+ 11, a of :.h I 4t.h •lot'll 1 .y tl-ie .f: ·. st 

t ... 0 8 r·t h d t.ro. .r lot-

· 11a :rr ut w 1 n t _e !''S co it ion 1 

h f ..ir le cat of' 1 t'lla. II ' ch tor-

f rcm 

fir . c €l , 0 1.., li r to 

0 er .. f r· . t c l cont ct 

b., rcdi.v - t 

!'O t. i1 r t' ... e u LL ,., 0 

t ~ · n t l - vo.:i: iou( c:ruite "i c: . 

t~1-· rj •· 1 1 t .io ~ l .. a. 

to ~t r 

t:0..11''- . . e .... .h E . . er , .. .:) 1 · n t do-

t ·r " th' l1)t,., lla 

pro ch d t ' 'tnln t OU 

fl ~n~. ----·"'" t . :i.· cognition 1 . !1 I···,. .. Ji. 
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tllrnc a rte.· "'' r . · torv:;e o - ... a T:iQ."..,, J - ,(\ d-

pea o • h n ._, t r 19 .r.d .. s ne r. Y . . thP hip a-tern. 

he rema..ining · ts .rnlr the r torpe c f .r-c -.:.n n1.:in tha 

the let ,ta.1.f lotilla had at.t.':'.cked t:i .... :."' o·~n ba·.:,tle 11.,ie . 

ned +o ·.,:.. c its 

the ~ ar ~~ats o~ the n 

- s .. d, 

sinl~., r.,... · . '·• ~ 
~ ... f int1~· 0 tl.ne 1 n 0 

Gor"'1 n Jo.t~l') m"F ~ t I th 

-4v .n !".>}' o.,nortun ty e·: Jh a 1Pfi. n 07' :: , 't C':l t -

~0,..,t:""("I, P'!'·~. 

UJ.' 11 th f' en e nt "' 
it~'"' " to one B d 11 t t n otte. 

the f r1.. ..ht:>. o 1. In do.., r t o 

by t.he ::.r 

Garn. 

the. 

for .., . .., 

un~ 1" • c 

A. i,ou-'J ft y· 1 _ u.;.f' 1 

m' "l1''- .,. i- t ,,.,... . ' n ?>n .... <.. .. '..4"' , c . • ...... ... ,: ,.\, _J ... • :. ; _-_, '\ ~ .. 

.. l'. 

t t/ 

.. O~. 

, n 11n0 

11. • - -d 

.J.:;.,, 

of 

-. t h~!'. 

as 



-24-

ship s1ght~d w s ~he RO OC .~1c ~ . . as ... bou a hou ·a~ 

rds on th~ port be_ o~ vtl qu dron I. t 2350 the 

I L of jo . d in 

rte tu ' ned eho · . -et "'o .v 1d to~ ... do . . 1th n 

tort -fi.re a-con aft r . h, 0 TO K h .,d o th·, 

B 0 .t 0 and oridg er f-!r n .. h rorc-

~d. to turn c~ • y to port 1thou, ge t1 f tor do.-~ 

SP K as fo1.lo. 1n, stern of the t e . 0 

coll1d ,th hit tin h rd 0 

th r1dge,cutt111G thro h to th koel. 11 t 

re 

har.g .ng togoth r cep, the hich 1 c bout 

ix :f' .• et of the stern. 1 . 11 o th s 

going o~ tho ~an b ttl hi~e 

.,. 11 .• t ia not kno.n ho .ny tor ed ... 

the c i it b., a. tor ·· do which ~ 

uz· _ c . • a ti l 

iutch neon of t ~ 

co .. nd o~ th. 1n~n rit1 h d 

ot..h to rejoin t'l e h n 

wa .to - . ,thlnkt t _,t 

nd th ne ,h ld .1 1r 11 t 

k. he 0 e f II ,Q 

.befc. n t~ d. v r. or 
ard c~u1 er .. t s ern. 

by I rl .. '.O 

t nd ch f1r.,_,, 

at the l. v ,, -... t ·. 180 

t1 e 0 s in f la. ' s1n ·1 

. e h 11 ·hie x
4
,.lo 1 

1n o 

on t 

.. too 

t 

ju 

hi 

oe 

do 

hL 
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in s~ea line , ptt tho _t,.r1 "'chani out of c 

misr.ion E.tnd d1-a.b.ed the eng'n<3:&:·oo_~ t,:.le! "' l'£Lpnc. &he ··ot 
o .. 

out/r~nge,ho·ev r,by 

ma.Cc by t. ; FORTUN~. I> r 'ng th· . part o "h · U<;t • n :.ihe 

COMr'"'!ST ,·th her bent ._ow lost cont .c.... 1 "h th0 re~ of 

the flo ~ 'i.l1a • .1.h GARLA D had b ·n da " . ut ev,_,m:·,ually 

jo n f:. o:n the 

·1 et . A f w m~nu~- lato the A 

nok · i ead and thin .t • ng it en ... o from t .e re· t of h ,r 

flot111".' ,'JlEii<."i.., for 1t. r1tish d atroy rs,how-

v0r, h ... de out th ... ou·11ne ... of a. bat,tl e 1) . • e 1 -

e·1 teiy fi:ren a torpedo. In .. t.antl a delu e o~ hell 

pot'!,-;:. 1n anli. in about p. innt tht7 R 

r c :·. 

Sir Tulian ·orb tt co ent 

fo_ O"r~, So nd d the ~ · -- or the all n · 

Alon~ thy had borne t1e brunt of tne lolc 

fle!'< · ,and not .nan had fl n~hed. gain nd 

"'~ {' a ~ tn ing 

lot lla. 

aL.: a. 

group cf the en t.or· .,h ,·m w1th EL 01.l a · oint lan · 

till 

1 er~rl '-" ry ·o t :h.-c.i FJ • a .... her torp o · or s 

.reek. uch high. pirit an i:. 1.11 ad th ; , ho ·n '· :iat one 

th!~g . 0 certain - ~h. frilur o · the flotilla to chieve 

d 1 · to no 

Js co _.:nt 1e, 

11 S.n the 



1ng in the cthodri of r inc. th' a.pprcH:-.ch t~ · t .:,~ck, in-

d1vid1..tally ... nd aft,e:r 'l 1 ro_ ch,and e7er thou ~.t ts no~ 

in ::ccordance ·tth Brltieh t.act CE to ill', d i · ng 'the ap-, 

be..: Ol"''.'1 turn ~nc and were ·thus _Jick up a. d f' ~· ... d on be-
i. "I:i"'"e 

fore th ;.,y/ a.ble to -et int,:i actlt"4.1n . Cc:i ·o "r·x fl -

et t -<l th~t,, 11. tt,ack. ere nat'le . ~ t i:ot wo t,'•. bold-

ne;:.""..,t-..:.t \1·ii..h n a.udac•ty lh:ch · «iic t d i .l"l.ck -.r mow-

led~'.} or the proper 0.. tt ... ck 0thodp. ff . , . llch nd 

Com.rnodore ~l.chelsen had had. 11uch <C~xp ... 'i.e.~'.) tn ""..: ::..roycr 

tact,i_cs . 

,, 

PI .. , uader o the 13th 1 )t.'..l ·, o., ..... ' u. ht th<lt 

h1rr :"'let~ -·L ; s una q" :L ·. · a,th r-e:.~or ,t 1::..n.;.d \:.; the 

.f loct and. 

nigh· fl )1ting a"'I ... inie' ""d. 
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Engli h G1·and Fleet. r~11·d t.o find th .... , .•. lth(ugh they 

knew exactly 'he.1:e they -e •o le.· t is en •~ 

1HE F. H .8 

h 'l'e v »e :now only one tm.J.t o! ·r,h-' 3r:1.:.L.h 

lotj lla, .. h~c had b~F'l1 fo~ cc· <:~bc>u·t th:..::1,, mil1::1s tc th· 

~lorth~a.r;t. a.rd of the Br1. ti sh 1 et hen ·che c,na.. i-'~ori had 

sheercl off o port to get a.ay the t 

when it Ti :..rz euryposeal• -·1rlng on thE: 1;.t:i. le>. llli;> but 

wae actu::1lly engaged in thEJ annihilation of t.i.e 4·th lot­

illa. 

he 12th ~.0 .. 1~1:, led by Cap-r,air~ t-rling 1n 

the •AULKf(, .,c.n(';iett.id o.: t elv" d(:st:roy-l·· nd t. c le"'d-

ers. At Oll5 ·he ~U.Ll~N·. righted 101.g 11 1~ or 1 r, e 

ship~ an6, b. in ~ui"'e th ·"' ·~.h(. co la no~:.. oe .d. ('M~: :·ho; jt, 
'»te1•1 ~ ng 

Gaptaln/or.2.ere · he lst dj_v· icn,(J.., .Dl l, J. ;TQL, RV'"'~ 

and. OlffF~A~J, lil, to a(;. ts.cl·. At the "'amu time h-. r~)O!'t.ed to 

In th«') mean-.... .. e; 

a.void · b , a.ttac a.nd : a: "lsappear11·" l'ro f ·_ ._ .... • _hHr;Jupor. 

Capt:: 'n b·e:i:l.ing orde:." the 1st :-.v1~ion '·"- tak' position 

a.stc:c·. of' '1 .. m and procee · d at full E:·ee · to '(,h,,:. south3'a,, t 

to set -·-~tc an E·'t · ck ng p i;.i.:. on hea~· of 

ui2 f:!.cii1lla 
' 

on t.he po_ t bo ~, i.l ,, ,.»;,. R cl.:.... l n16.in 

hi~e follo.1ng. Lh~ 



t I.:• S8COnd nv \) :..iili;J ne one a ~·he th:L . 'l'h:.. o· .Di~NT 
!cllowec \ h tw , t..:19 r TlVSL Etn ;:,,."Ju iT w_ ~'·• ~ four e~ch. j, 

The 1 ha.a hauled ov :r out 0 p0.-:3.i.-, ·. n 

unaer co· er :i. a smo t.# , c:r ·1;,. ihe GermtL 

PO 

o t·.~ only one h~.t. 0 .. ·, 

: il:.S ·1" ' . ... 

..:'.\. ·l 
\; .... ~._ ..... ~ 

an o,c 

d to iLal1il-

nd san ~ 

aln .t 1 _ ed to_ after· 4n hi~. ile ~· .. n le t im-

fore th 

othe!- · ,. "l'Oj · r division aould get J.. •• , .1. a " or . 

elay o t o cond :..~no thi c _ J.Vle1.o~s 

: ...:a. ing 

er1· in-

r.oar.th.a ~o atta · . ,o ta!'boa ,had ... raL oa t ·, .,\.4. out. 

on 1:il:L "' ron ~. c ido ant could not ge·i.. t o ·;i :.r i1.,n 1.10 JO!"t 

i i1 tim .... 

bout th's t"m the C , ~ ie, 

tJ he .!'ti ~ f ·~-in 

·u;- C.5t.:.N i . 1n th t 

0225 ·ch 0 turnLd sou~h an~ ei ate 

lrnc. r" on. 1ne d-' · not f'o_lo i: ... t ·.ad, 

mule~ ut t. ort .. nd 1 lre · c. t ·:r,. :do Vi' ic !" :: .. k the 

Ger~ .- .n 6 .- tro . .:r - 4 . 

.1 e~ 

. ln .. :\de o orn .~. f'c • e 00.1.: t 

. d~1 :!"Dl J :llico . sta1•t · d h . r squad1"'0 .. 1'· ·_ .C;. 

I e e ~ .: t. V\, o . .. r • 
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--- ·7.VI~ o~ .ST Y ,R HA DLI G -- ­

B ITIGH 

Te organ zation 'of the Dritish · a.estro er 

force coneioted nor a11y,of flotillas of .four divi.eions 

each ii it four boats in a d1v s1on . At Jutlund,!o ever, 

there were onl hr e flotillas \h ch ~a.d all four div­

isions present and !n ~ o of these there . ere everal 

boat. · iesing. 

U1e cha.in of C01 and does not ~- em to have 

been tandard throughout the destro er force. In t o 

flotillas all d1v eions o.~rated directl· nde the 

flotilla co~ nder ·ho as n a 1 ght crui er . hese 

two 1 ght cru sers wer~ too slow to op"'ri;l.te · .th the 

deetrorers so as a coneeque1ce the flot la co nander · 

had practlcally no contr 1 over h s boat£. In chree 

flot llas a half flot lla organ1zat'on was u.od w~th 

the flot' lla commander l3ad.ing t'te first l.i:" flo ... il~a 

1n a spec al flagsh1p,e ther a destroyer leada. or a 

light crui.ser. The com .ander of th seco ... a he.lf flottlla 

led hie ro p n a destroyer leader in each ca~e. 10 in­

dicate t.h manner in ; h ch - ls organiza ... on .orked the 

foll~ ing t pical attacks are revie ed. . 

t 1553 Ad niral Beatt inf or aed Canta in ar·..i.e, 

Corn. ancer f the 13t ... Flotilla,in the CHA PHh ,that," p­

portur,i t., appearE favorable for attac_:in . 1 ~o~~ so .e un­

kno n reason th· CHA ION di n t order +he attack unt 1 

16 5. The lot'lla Co~ an · er 1n the C PI ex,r~ised 

no control whatever and the attack ~as ~ free for all 

affa..ir. Due to the nit1at.1ve of the 'ndiv::dual C .. rnrn n·-

1ng Officers the attack reeulte · in so e b-t of a success 

n that it caused the ttrn a·ay of the Ger. an attle 
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Cruiser at the crucial ~oment when Adm ral Jeatty nad 

to turn to eocape from the Ger_an Battl0 leet. n this 

destroyer attack ther aJpearr: -to have b~ r .o att.e )t 

~a e t" keep tl-: ·- oa tE of nor wa · 

vhe·--e ny e1fort me.de by diYtsion comm .nd:.r"- .. o co1 trol 

torpeO.o ·'ire. 

At2)30 th0
1

4th io·111a,wh~ah QE or .niz d 

into t o half flotillas, lghted hro cru1 e_e on the 

strrboa a beam,ete~min0 int' 0 ame irect1on,distanc~ 

800 l' arde. Le l.f.th ~lot ll'l, th!'ough no e~ .· .. rt on the ~ 

part,foun the selves :in an e.xcellen· por1tion for Pt-

ta.ck but> 1netead of f 1r · ng a ·• ul.l br6nd0: d. of 72 tor­

pe1.10~ a, t~e ftrod ~leven. he total d£ age .:.. .n ~ t:he 

G r:nani;: w-s the OSTOCK hit by a torpedo n " L I G 

hit -y thJ POS'"" · hll : .neuve in t1 avo d th· v.tta.c·r. 

, The 4':ih loti_la wa.s -estrol:'ec -. th~r b., co .. li ione be­

tv;-cen ~,heme·lveFJ er w1.th tho Ger an battlesh 2 ps or 'by 

gu: fir- fro ··he German 1 et . 

At C200,1 J 1.mg,the :.."'th lot lla,t,e_y boa:.:-

led ty th- F ULI· NO and MNAD,attaeked ~ne 

on :. p :;;.: ellcl nd op osit.e course at a :r:..n_, o_ 3000 

sever:.1t :iL orpedoes fired. Ho .. ttemp:.:. 1as made ·r.o :L."ene;; 

the .:.t·· ck a:.. ·1.101- pass ng t._e firtt tine no· w' .:. _are 

any .;i_ t te-np ·ua to keep ·n touch wtth t~e 

reeult ')f this action the German OO.ttlest1: 

act..io.1 . 

C ;.1: 1tic.ns h r;:; seem to h· v:; be,-, s n ,arly 

:ide .1 3.~ . 1J.l ever be ·ma foi a de~ troy r· vi:.' C~t. rhe 
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1 ight as un.::e.vo:rable for the anti est1"oyer n.tterler 

s nee the tlme :as juat bcfor dav.·n a.:,d th.e \i _ ther ;ras 

hazy. ThP destroyer£ .. ere ate.ck •. g .i'l"'(L. a _. 1od posit.ion 

on "'.:he bo ot' the .one .,' . ·10 ra- ge ,3000 ya:.."ds, a e"·cel-

1 nt. The 6- ... troye"" 1v1. on. e:r0 1n ... act. n· ere ex­

pcc~ing to at.tack. It is not clear by t~~y di not 

st:ce:nuot • 1: ar d repeatedly pu h home posit1ve .tta.cks . 

~t would appe r that a sort o passive s·ir th d por-

meated. t· 3r1tish ~leet ri ·_t don tot at .:.o.:.ro .r 

flot1 :1 . . 

1 'le er 1fu1 ":, c : ical un t as tl'l · . ot~.1 la. con­

s if w r:._. of a .i.lotille. leader ·nd t··c hal. 110..,11 · ... as of 

fi\re · oatr-i each. ihr~ flr.J .11· .ae :t"e g:i:oupod to eth •r 

una.e· the 11 h · crui E..er S and th ... ~., , d , half, 

un(er the light cruicer C . • 

h!e system gav~ exc-l ' ent control. ~.re· e e 

eever.l ca e ,kuc~ -E that of lotilla 

the lo ... illa Co ·· nders antic· p ted the or rs for e. t"' ck, 

i". . .i.ca.t n .. L rough 1nooc rin&t. on. h.:: ·ttac. · ·,3t-:se1 

1.30 nd l ~~ cor~tituted the b Et ae 0 tro er r"" · n the 

ent'~; b ttle. _he boats of th flo~iLlR an half .lot-

111 El r h" tvgether ~·ell · nd acco · pl1 rheti. t 1r 1 '· s on 

c..d Lr bl r. h ., cht f crit c · s . igh ·, be at the ~ ii'st 

1;w.ve .:h .il. . •r3 attGm_ ted a -reater vol n f t :r_.,i=do 

fir~ .... _11. f,orp<does ran on a Jprox1rr .. \". ·1y 

whc ro".s if they h·· mad· ~=i. crl '-cr•o;.ic 

het" b .~n a. great · e&l more di ''ficul to ave. 1. 

1 C:OU:L'Eee, 

·~ -""Y ·.ould 

n tP nic~t d1~poe1t·cn it th~t both 

lot 1,, e overst pp their ·v hr t . on 
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the Co .. ndor- 1.n- Chie.L ordered 1. he nte,ht atta~ -s by t· ~e 

def1troyer-s b.e had undoubtedly oona1dcr9d the fa.ct t, ·.at 

the da~tro .. E · ould pro1~ 1 no· be ~!th ~-f fleet n 

the even o_ a r~n~~al of t1e :10Jt -c~it 

In vL • f th· s circumetanc t is diffit• 

t nd hy Co .. odcre einric 1 . .;:.;. 1ot:'i.ll 

to !"'f)tu1: th~ ough the u_taggera~ or , hy Oil 

ord r<:.d 11 e ·tiroyors to be at Ho ··n 

-he eer •o the onl• ca_e Of ron ~C-

der~ ~~+he ~~a · s of lot~1·a .. 

ths :..e ~ tl:'OYtJ Ct1o!'S ..,(, . b pl 

able _. luture .i: ·b ,, attl .. o fL ·fo ·. r. 

, un· er­

per!n1as1on 

Ovor~. chelr.en 

03cc June l. 

nt of or-

u .c:i. -, hie __ 

p·re ee.:. t -

t. o L;c1Ud<:1 

a .. :.. (If thr de .. t:co ·er operatio·-P- .in--e th r :l:::, :::im::.J 

t i•:, r: · r.o bea.;ci .0 wha.t.~f'.·=4 on th OJ .co . __,f .:. c 

variouf Jo .n .. :e .ent· . 

• 
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