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TACTICS , AND pomu.N~ . 

Vice Admira l Wagen er of the German Navy di s cusDed Ne.val 

s tra t egy a.e f ollows : 

" The s cience of g~ographical posi tior,, 1 t s cha nges and 

ma i nt enance . wi th respect to trade routes . Offensive s tra tegy is 

the a cqui si ti on of such position. Def ens ive , the maint c~nanc e of 1 t. 

str~ tegy 1 s bound by the conf i Bur a ti.on of the coast ,, and 1s deter-

mined by the proximity of eea l a.nes to tho Geocr aphica l position. 

' Th e strate~ic pl an is dete~minec by 5eogr aphy . How f ar the plan 

may be ca rried ou t is deter mi n ed by r elative str ongth. 11 

.. The etrat.eetc pos i tion of t he Bri t tsh a t s oapa Flo\'/ 

\"la s complete . The English trade routes \"l'e r e i n the Atla ntic- out of 

rea ch . Thei r pr imar y mi s s i on was to exer cise command from the pos-

1 t ion . Therefor e , the ir stre~te aic plan wa s defensive . Thi e had 

~othing to do wi th r e l a t i ve strengtlJs . They had the per fect etr a t -

egic position, thet e pl a n was to de f end it. If this position wer o 

t hrea tened, t he British would have been compe lled to f i ght . The 

Br i tish had the command of the seas fr ot!1 thei r str ates 1c position, 

ther efor e they had no need to figh t . » 
11 The German posi tion was loca t ed i n the Bight . It had 

no rel,t~ t i on to t ho . t .r a de r oute a . Since a pos1 ti on has stra t eg1c 

value on l y when i t thr eatens t he trade routes , the value of the pos -

i t 1on we.a zero . It was a dead angle in a <\ea d s ea . The Br1 tish had 

no reason to a tte.c k it . 'l'he Ger man opor ti. t ion !) lan was t he stra tegi c 

defensive . The nrtt.i sh pof3 1 t.ion c on t ro lled the t r a de routea of the 

world . The German controlled no t r ade routes . Geos r aphy dicta ted 

t ha t the Ger man pl an should be the str a t es ic offensive. " 
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" str a t egy consists of obta1nine; a. strategioal pi>s1tt.on 
. 

f r om whi ch one may cont end f or t he me.ster y of the s ea l anes. The 

strategi c off ensi v~ i s subject to a definEi.te l:ew. Th e oper a tion 

p l an dri vee the f leat ftom one poe1 tton to another. Vihen a posi-

t i on is a ttained which is a t least e qua l to the enemy•s p6s1t1Qn1 

the strucele for poaltion A.nds a nd the f leot is r eady to f ight for 

oontrol of the sea . routes . Th eref.o r e , o. mnr 1 time opera~ion p l a n 

depends solel y on s trateGiC position and no.t. on r ela tive atr engtrut . " 

~ A fle e t wi thout t he pos i tion may be power l ess agai nst 

a much weaker flee t . This eee. etr enr; t h r uns through the ent i r e 

sca l e , dependent upon stratceic position. The peace negot1ons is 

the place to expect naval str ategy. r.nc;lish worl ~'i po l i tics ha s been 

di r ected to the a cquire.ment of pos1 tions on the tra de routes . n 

At fi r s t glance , 1f we accep t Admi r a l '!1agener •s def i ni-

tion and conc l usions , it woul d oeem ae if our han ds were t1ed i n a 

war w1 th OR.1ma~ . A mo r e c a r eful study , I be lieve, will not s uppor t 

thio V1Cti . 

11 The f al lut•e 0n tho par t of gover bment a l off ie ial s to 

exer c ise due di ligenc e , hone s t y , and €lffec t 1veness i n mo.int'ci1ning , 

eaf ee;uar dinr , e.nd promotin,3 the wolfn r e of tbe i r na tion, in the 

f a ce of economic competition , ~ould amount to c ulpa ble vio l ation of 

• a sacr ed trus t. " 
11 I f our people under stood these pr inc~. p les be tter; it 

they had no t be· n bl inded to them by ~rope..ganda ; if' they would a c-

cept it as nor r.ia l , inevitable , and ev~n pra isewor thy. fo r for eign 

off 1c1c.la to advanc e tne- inter ests of" their ovm Qountry a t. ou r ex• 

pena e ; t h en t he existence of a gr and na t ional str a tegy abroa d \l\IOUld 
vs 

be r onlized 9 and. i t s steaojr oper a.ti on aaains t." r ecognized 1n America . 

once Amer i can per cept i on in these r.itttters becomes adequa te , ·the 
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cr1 tica.l weakne s s of our nat iona l s t r a t egy wi ll be unders t ood, and 
1 

this w1ll be t he fi r st ot r enRt hen1ng etep . " 

St r a t egy has been dof lne l a s t hat \1ll1ch proceeds Cl}nt act, 

t actice as t ha t wh ich f ollows . or a s Gener a l For r est s o aptly ex-

pr ca aod l t t » Get ther e fur s t es t with thu mos t es t mon. n In a narrow 

_na va l sense , s tra t e gy consi s t s i n t he ma.neouvcr in a nd j ockeying 

fo r posi t i on bef or e the f l ee t s a r e i n con t act ; t a c t ics t he j~ ckeying 

fo r pos itions of a dvant a ge a fte r the a c t ion opens . 

Ther e is no eho.r pl y def ined l i ne bet ween nava l etr ateBY 

and t ac t i c s . One "l ows fro~ t he other . 111th r.ioder n f l eets cover ing 

ext ena1 ve a r ea s , par ticular1~~ wh<"n 1uvuut~ empl oying surfa c e , s ub• 

sur fnoe , or a cr1nl a dvanced fo rce s ; pa rt of the fleot may be maneou-

ver i ne at r a tegtcally, while a not her part i s t actically engaged . Hence 

",he r el t i onshi f> be t we en nava l s tra t egy and t acti c s i s int i ma te ly 

e eta.b l ished . v· 
If It i s t he men t ha t count 1n the f i na l ana l ys is of bat tle . 

ot her t h i nee beinr equa l , the ba t tle ~ill eo t o the more abl y 

commanded and bet ter tra ined f l ee t . AS the trnini ne of the f l ee t 

i s a. di r ec t funct ion of comman ' , this sta t ement r10.y bo nar r owed. 

The r esul t of t he battle lies i ri th~ h~nds of commanj . 

No t wo f lee ts ~ill be s i milar , shi p fo r ship . I f t h e t~o 

f or o.e e wer e equo.l i n th~ a.ge;r ece.t e , a s i t ua t ion har d to tr1sua l 1ee, 

t~ey would cer t a i nly di f f er i n types . one s ide woul d have the 

gr ea t er number of sh i ps of a cer tain t ype , ~hi l e the ot her vould 

lead in a di ff er ent t ype . Th i s brings us t o a s econd i mpor t ant 

f unct i on Of CC10mand , or ca a i za tion . 

The ef fi ciency of t he f l eet 1s di rect l y dependen t on t he 

ooundnees 0f t he f l t et or ganiza t i on and the i nter nal or5an izati on ~ 

t.l'l e ind i v idua l shi ps . This or gani za tion may be by types or f orcos 
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or a combio.n t ion of the t wo . To be eff icient , 1 t must be a la~tic 

to meo t chanc ina condi~ionn . Tho c~~ 1n of co'Tlliland wi thin th¢ fl eot 

must flow di r ect ly f r o "'! tho commenrler- i n- chief • dorm through the 

type or fo rce commo.nder s , to tho subordinate comrnandets , B,n1..l thenc e 

thr ough the cornman ling off1o ore L.nd t h e ehipe or ge.n1za. t 1on. 'l'h1e 

1lluetr o.tes the n eces s ity for standard or gau1za t t on thr oughout Ute 

se r-.r1c e . 

The commR.nder- i n- chief of a fle e t ca n not exer ci f} e per -

sonal super vision over the in<lividual eh1PP. • It i a 9erf0ctly poa• 

eihle and probable t'hU few vosrels , other thnn the bnttle line , 

\7111 t ake part in the f innl enett:'Ol:tlJnt . The othor force s may have 

been expended in attri tin~ tuctic s , or t hey nay ho engaging in a 

di ffe r ent urea . How then can tho co~ ~nder- in-c~iof exerci se \1ls 

~unction of cornm~nd? 

The commander - in- chief mus t convoy hi s int ention s to h1e 

S'{Ubor dinatee throuch e. p l an or p l ane . These p lans a ssign tasks t o the 

subordin tea . Disc~etion is left to the eubordinate in execu tine 

these t aeks . 1·h e C;vntrol l i.1r.. thought of t he 3ubordinnte mus"" be , 

•a111 my a ction support tho p l o.n . If this thought i s constantly pr e -

sent , no action by tho eu.l;or c11na~e can ue far wrong. '!'he plana ma~r 

be wr itten, rver ba.l , or of common under sto.ndine . I t is needless t o 

say that a pood pl 1n, not ·1ndcr s tood , is worse t han uoeles$ . Ho~ 

can th~ gr eat number of oubordin ~tes ar rive o.t a common understand-

inc? 

ny t r a ir.in [t and t he much o.buse 1 rJor d indoctrina.tion. Al l 

t'lee t t r a ining ha.e fo r it$ purpose th0 conduct i n r of f leet etr ateuy 

end t actic s i n an orderly and of f lcient l"':anner . Individual shi p •a 

eunnei·:r pr acticoe are for tra1n1nG the zhip t o brinr her guns to 

b~ar effec tively on the onem ·. Mh1s is ole~cntary t ac t i cs . Division 
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t a ctica l and eunnory exercises a.r e advanc ed steps in tact1o~'tl t r ain-

ing. They train the d ivioion commander ~nd his aubordinates to 

bring prcocur e to :>oar on the onemytin an ~xpedi tious and orderly 

mar ... "13 r . 'lf'or cc pr 'lct icea a. ro a s t i ll fur t her ad"tance in ta, tioe.l 

tr.:i. ining . 1'h $ f l Get maneouver e ! n fl e o,t d isp o a i ti one mi gh t be 

ha ter med tho pos t cradu~te trainins in tactics . Fledt pr oblems 

~urn1sh the t r aining in e tr~tegy , and tf time p er mits emerge 1nto 

a tac tical pr oblem. Eve r y pa r t1c1pe.n t f r o:n t ho jurd.or c olillllissionecl 

off 1cor to the commander-in- chief learnt1 comet.bing in theso axer-

cis es . A const ant eeries of ... hose evolutions cna.bloe. us to keep 

abr ec.s t moder n pr actices , t.md to r.10.ko r..:haneoa to meet the intro<luct.~ 

ion of new 't7ec.p :>no and ma teria l s . By pur tic1 pat1:.'le in theae exer-

cioec throuehout h 1s ser vice ca r eer , an office r is be ing const ant-

l y t r ained to aseumo coi .. ·.~nd. 

In doctrination is a.rr1 ved a t from muny eourcath P1• i marily 

tht•ough f l ee t t r a ining. Histoc1ca. l otuuies and t he study of the 

art of v10.r 1iust supplement this trainine• oame boar d man cou7er s 

a re nn exce l lent place t0 t r y out ne n ideas , a nd to diocove r th~ 

m:tstn.l;:aa one ma.y cor.iml t when confr ontod w1 th t.he r eepons i bi 11 ties 

of LJi tuatiqn . ""he 13am<.. l:>oa r d r.iay d isprove so1J10 pr ovioualy a ccepted 

i dO C\ S • 

Fleet problemJ and Force prdC Lloea a r o tollow~d by 

c · 1 tiquc ·:i or c iscus s i one . The 5e u iscutJsions c,i v e a broader view of 

tbe de t ai l s of ind) vi dua1 movencnts a nd tho ,1wt. i vu.ting Cd.Use s . 

~.ta1u1nxliJUi ..-;iUeeestioa s for i 11t>ro veu r:.otho 2 of h::indlinc; the 

f l ee t a r e d is c.u£~e(: , c; n c1. ·~ ieto.1tes a r e uncover ed . Thie is a \1'alua -

bl e pr a ctica l part of the educ~t1on of an off icer for ~i~.;h comre~nd • 
...... 

The confor enc0s hcl<l bj< cor.1rna.11dc r c \':i th their immediate 

subor dina tes ur e a most i..':'l)Ol" t cm t !Jc.rt of an of1' i cera tro.1ni ng . 

I.Jany va l uable sue~ est ions ar e made a t thee.e confottenoes . Po1nto not 
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under s t.ood a r o i roned out , and -:he subor dinates lea rn the comr~-

do r •s ideas and rea ct i ons . Iciea s can nover be ec clearly conveyed 

i n ,.,ri t 1.ne, a s tht-y can by per ~~ma l o.!'ld ~ntlri."l to d iecueo i on. In 

t his \"lay, o.n c'. i n this way on ly , cari the "" Omme.ndor i r::pr es$ his per-

aona.11 ty upon M. s subord in<.1. tes . 

Thi s brief d iscussion of c omrn-.nd ~ould bt) incomplete 

without nent i o!11ng some of the p i tf£>.l l s . A commander may become so 

f a scinated and cne rosse tl in his ~lannine, t h a t ho a ssumes the 1n~ 
\/ 

itia tive ri ght fully bel onei ng to the su1)or dintite . His p la.na may be-

come so oompl1cat,ec: , so dota. ilod, and co manifold : tha t it 1a a 

pr e.ct.t ea l 1r.1poaG i bi 11 ty t o f allot! them. In the f ormul a.tion of these 

nany deta iled plane , in the .ef fort to meet every conceivable cont1n-

concy , the cho 1n of comw.t.nd becomes so upset , that groups a re 

hopeles al t t: i Vided and su'..,J i \'ided . This does not tvork for the etf'1-

c1 enoy of the forces . It ia of t hQ utmost milita.t y i nport.'<lnoo 
t hat the uuhC'r tlina te shot;.l tl lmor1 thci r i i:lr.1ecU.e.t e cuperior in com• 

Know 
1710.nd ; ~.nd it is of e r oa tor 1mport~'1ce that the c ommander shoul d ,. 

his subordinat es. thGi r CJpabili t 1es and limita tions . To live and 

woi-1< t oge t he r ~re eds teamwork, an l no force 1o officiant nithout 

this . ".Jo ma t.ta r how mr;.l11y ~ .. t.o.rs a r e c;a t hered together• i f the teartt 

i s being continually shif ted , it wi l l be an easy victim for a med-

1.ocre o:,>ponont . It i s of pa r o. .• ount i mporta nce that unit groups be 

not bro•,on up , except by ur~ent neceosi t y . V'/e have a l l seen this 

vi olated 1;10.n j t imes and ~lways to the de triment ot the tea m. 

In this day of ea sy and f ast communioa tione , the tempt a -

t ion of a cor.vn:.nd~r to int.erfor e with a suboro.ina.te acting indc• 

pond•ntly, is ver y c rea t . From tho i nforraation ava11o.hl e , it ie ver y 

~usy t o size up the sltuatlon in c di stant t heatr e . It is a lso 

gas y to size U;> t.h is si tu~tion c:n t.ire ly wr onB· The man on t1he spot 

oO 
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may ha ve i.nfo;-ne.tion , not available t.o the comraandor . that ~J. i1~s a n 

ant!r ely dif fa r c11t p i c ture . The s1.tbord1n.1 te must be truf3tau, en~ i f 

not t r usted re1:1oved . The cor!lnander Rhoul d f u.rn1 eh tho s 'abor dina:t e 

with n.11 a vai l o ':-l e '.i. nf or mu ti on , a nd l'3a. ve the execut i on of thu 

m.1.S£;ion to ttrn tr~n on t he s2ot . '] o intor fere may l)e to invi t e di.:1-

as t or . BY tho a.,.me token, Ple nan on the spot mu!i t act and a.ct now• 

c1nd n ev·er commt t the u -ip~rdonnbln offence o f a s ':Cine ins t r t& ot ions . 

~re has al l the avai la blo 1nf orma t i on, o.nd knof1s or eocn:l d t.·1·1ow the 

\~'terit•on~ . 
c omm"J.ntlc r o i ft§t. ruc* 1 &11s . Ir. other \··or ds tho ncvo..l teo.m must p l ay 

ball and pl ay 'b'.111 ho.r el . . 
The last C?r ea 't. p1 t f a ll i s compl ic,.t eu a n<l wmeceos&.r y ii!"'" 

str uctions . "'!11.le al e> ·uns a re ao popultJ.t:> ln this oount.ry , wo 01' t he 

Navy mlght \":ell e.dopt : n ';;ell h1m \lha t t o do . bu \. not, how to do 

it. 11 Ther e a.re 1i:o.ny 'UlU1cc~osso.ry find, i r koomo EJignala e~nt in t110 

f leet . conversely, ther e a re many unnecessary quc~tione e.1~ked by 

sul>or dinate.o . ~o ne;ain nua a. hac!tneyed \<1o r d• 11 1ndootr1n .. t ion e 

•·:ill cure rJost of theta~ evils . !'..11 ho.nds muat think along ·b!1c sar;1e 

lin en . 

Tho 1..ost vi. tal facto r in r:omr.u1n d is t h e r11111. t a ry cha1·0.c -

t .J r au'l th~ r.i)r t\1 iue.:!.i t 4 es of' tho commo.nder e . The comrnander -111-

chief in th<" '.cystone of t he fle.,t . He c:u.et be a pr 8a ence tha t 1s 

through fm o lo\:' ·st rating. Hi::. subc r1..U nate~ mus t feel tho t he 11as 

thei r we ll \)eing always close to his heart , anJ t~1a t. theJ nave a 

leader v1h ont they ':.iill l ~;lacll:r follo .~ in t.~ ttlo . "."1 1Lh t~iis spirit 

victo r y mue t cor .. ) . Thr ( o• .. manucr- ln- chlef 1:1ust hc.ve 11 plea.sine per-

u.ppcarar:c~ , and be a .str ict di P- c i .1lill..lrian, t0.::per 1::--lg j ustice with 

me r cy . In other v1ords he .ms t. be the cru'Jo~iruent of ll10 1.i-:<.pr oseion, 

" An off 1cer and a t.~~ntJ.eman. 11 His cour age bot i l;iOI'al a nd phys ). <·a l 

must bo unquest lone u . This .l.2 o. "li ah idel'l.l • ·:nit the cloner this 

ideal i o e.~ 1prouch.ed , tht- :' reator thf? l<M.cfor . Do,·m through tho 

0 
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subor dinat es this ideal .should b$ str J.von fo r . With a band c f ot ... 

f ieer a seekinr: the ee.me ideals , b r ought. ap in the s.e.me s ehooJ QI 

t hought , and a c t ua ted by t.. he S !:U1.:J :.m.tri c ti c eenf!\e of duty, we 

have e:!Jtained lJclson • s ti sand of br::it···er s . •1 Under such coo.di ti<.ms 

command will reach i t s greatest aff i c lcncy. 

F'rom t.he nation<.!. l mie~ion flowf: · the tniss,.on of a ll sub-

o r d inat e comma~ders . ThH ? r e s iden t of 1:.he Uni t ell s t e..tea inf !)r lr.e 

·C.he Nfr}.VY Depe;r tment of t h e national mi!~_o 1on . ,rho Nttvy !Jeµar iment., 

·~hrough t h e Cnief of fl1aVtt l Operr .. tione • li.:1euea 'Jne necesnar•y basic ~ 

pldn to \.he~ fleet . 'i'his p l an cont ains ·the dec h>ion f r om 'rihich the 

ml~rJlon o f the f :'..eet ia derlved . Thls deci sion if.~ stra t eg:i.cal . The 

comwan.d3r - tn- oh lef tuakos his estimate of the sJ. tua t tf.:>n . His deci s -

ion inay be st.ra togioa l o r tactica l, or o. combint.:d:..5.on of bot .. h . The 

eu.bordinate task cot·!rlk'ndttrs , in t1..n·n, arrive at t.he1r- tlec ;i.siontJ • :tt 

is thus seen t hat t he r.1 lseion t)f each e chelon ot commanc~ ;...., der·ived 

f r·om the rtf1c iei()i"1 of the a&xt ,11c.her c cholon. rr•oe miasion s t a tes 

tho ttts"~ and. tha ~)V.r'po:se . Tha cl(3ci12ion e t.a. tea : VJh<l.t t o do ; hov1 to 

J o 1 t ; ar.i.d '!thy . li'roi:! Hie na tiono.l •. i i s l<>n oomoe t he ·taek t o be 

done , and the purpoee for do!r1g t hio t ask . 'i'h i e t atik thE_m beco~.ites 

the l1 ·why e of the Chi e f nf 'NaVci. l Qpor a tl.cns ~eo1e1cn . The II what u 

and 0 ho w t! a re a rr i ved a t by the course o i' l'"r,a.soning outlined in 

tl'H~ E::>timat.e· o f' t he S i'.:.ua t ion . 1·he " hov.r •: -;)f the dse1sion of the 

n ext h i gh-er eche1on , becomes th0 t e.sk of tho 1·.•i.s~ion ot• the imme• 

diat e su.bon:lS.n.:z ·te ., 1·h e 11\)b.a t •· of this dG-cis S.on t>ecome a the •1 !JUI'• 

pose. " In like manner t he tact i ca l misni on is derived from the 

str a t egical decision . r\'hU.f1 the \'13.l' oporat ious flo w f r o .. m t. single 

l) OUr cc . If t he ch1c it:;tons throt1ghout tha ccneJ.on$ of r~ommantl are 

based vn sound nw.val st.r.a tog y :.:n <l t~otice , t he :re h ;,ti on.shi p in 

x,1nr of ne.val strc: t ozs , t actics , a nd co r.nr.1:::.nd 1€: vJB·;.:.abllsh~··i . 
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A brie f outline of & hypothe tic11l wa r betweenll .CLUE 

and OR"NG ..... rr.ay illu5tr a t e the point I a!'!'! endeavorine to make. To 

r e ver t to Admira l .-..-agener . 11 Ka.~re l str a t P.CY is the sci ence of 

geogr aphical 2oe i tio;.1 , its chances and me. i n tone.nee, v:i t h rahpeot t o 

tra de rout os . Offens ive s tra tegy l e the ac~uis1t1~n of such posi -

ti on . nefen e i ve the mainteno.nc .~ of it . " ThG v1 t a.i tra de routes of 

0:1''.~0'i have a foca l _?o int near thei r horae !ela nds . The Far Ed.stern 

t r a de r outes of 3LU~ hs'lVe a foc a l ;>o i n t c lose a.boa.r 1 . The googr a ph• 

ic(1l posi t1 on is in Far Easter n ilaters . ORJ,NG' con trol 11 t.his poai-

t i l.)n , s o hor otr -; t eny ~i1..1 1 be t.lefc i~, ivc . OLU"".: muE.'it exai" t o1'fens1vo · 

stra t egy in or dar to a cqui r e t hiq position . 

OR \'-.SG? is in much the S:\me ,)osi ti on RS were the nr i t1sh 

a t s ee.pa. 'i'lo1.•i. i:f th'.3 1r p-:>ait ion is t.hre'lten(.)c\ thy VJ,.11 be c<>mpel-

l ed to fi ght . ·rhey have t h P command ..,r th ~ s en in that a r ea. , and un-

lee ti t h roo. toned have no ne ; d to f'i ~ht . 3Lµ1i: mus t wrest thi s :JOG1 -

t ion from OR/\i·:O+~ . Geogr aphy dicto. tes thnt the J3LU~ pl an mu.Bt be tha 

8trateg1~ o!fen~1ve . 

Rea r A.1.l!:>i r al court noy s t a.tea: 11 sea power consista of 

the fleet and position . 7he flo at is t actica l . The posi t i on 1o 

~ tra teg i e . Th o flee t axi s t.e fo!' the purpose of f1gl1til1£ for the 

tra de rou tes . tt Th ' re a r c t v'o met hods by which the cor:irnand of tho 

s ea may b at t a i ned . 0ne is t o cont ain and the other to destroy 

the ene r~1y fl eet . The s tr9tacy ()f the c on ta lnecl fl eet \7ould bo to 

r a i d the en emy c om.rr.·<?rce . "'he s t r a t eey of tho cont.aining fleet • 

would demanl protec tton for the ir cor:imer c ·? · 'ThGl fl~·c~ t that h e.e 

d1!stroyed t he enemy f3 ee t. has :otil l a Rt.ra t r.<"'flC mission . They 

mus t b lockadn t1i-- enemy ond dr1 v o bi s c o ·r.'.l eroc from the eeac . 

~he BL~T:: f :!.oet 1mst he r.oved to Far Eas te~-n rmters . 

'this move is str a tegi c . To me t a ttr i tion a t t acks ! r om the enemy 

oO 
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' ' ' 
t he f l eet o.nJ accompanyin g t rain rnust ba t<:e1) t i n dlef en si. ve f ·:)rma ... 

tion . This ts t~c t lca l. The OR;J.;Q); s t r a tQgy demun4s tha t th~y r e-
t 

t a.in the geogr aphi c position t:t,3:f now ho l d . The B~U"E fleet i s 
'\ super ior to tho OR:1 i~'1;.~ . If the BLU-Z fleet is pi.n·m ,.,.~te ~ ~,o r; ross 

ti1<3 ocean unmoles t.e<l, tbey wil l be in full stren;r~h to attack t he 

inf e rior ORA~;a··· f leet . ORf\NOS s tra tegy demando th~t -tht e strengt h 

be r educed , and t.ha.t the r ~ la ti 'Ye str ength of the tw~\ fleets be 

mor e ne a r l J e qua li zed . Thi o c.: ~J. l!s f or. !l t tri t i on. /~ft,.~?r leaving 

t heil· ba se in the Hawai i an or ;\lcutt,tn :ls l a nds , th-t> P\LUE fleot 

m~s.t ~teep to the s e :;t until '..,ht>y r each the;· Philipp i nes ; ORI.MOE l1ua 

ma ny !elands tha t may be o r gan i S"Hl ftS bl!.ne s, f l ank i ng :e\ny pousi ble 

'!?>LUF. rout~; . BLUS ha f.l t_,he superiori ty of f or c e , wh ile dR~~NGE has 

supe r i.ori t y of position . 1.'hi s i s un e xcel l ent 1 llustrt\t.1on of t he 

~ tro. tegy of _?os ition . ORA:m r. must seo.rc~1 f or a nd loca.t~ t be BLU-d: 
\ 

I '. 
f'l e.~t . Thi s search is str n. t e gic. Th0 ma i n t enanc e of ¢ol!lta~t . e-.n d 

tho d1ssem1na t1on of inform~ti on becomes t actica l . 
~ The a ttr i t ion a ttacks combine t he stra tegic '' and r~a.eti• 

I 
c a l . The se.eking of posi ti<:>n for l a un ching the a. t·t.acks, an~ the 

brinc i n3 ()f t he nttackini:. f orcs t o the point of conta ct :t e \Stt'a. t-

6GiC ~),1 . 'f.he GiCtua l a t tack i s .tJ.CtiCtl l . tho ni ght a ttac}:: a f Gies"! 
~ 

troyers, or the at t.1ack of submarines , uti lizes the t a ctical clem,{:ln t 

of suprise . The a ir a. t to.ctrn a ttc·!H?t to bring a. superiority of 
\ ., 

. \ 
f orce against t h "? eneoy at a ci vu1 !Joint • a •::e l l r ecoani~e.u ~actl-

cal pr inCi? l B. !00l~t1on or par t Of the 0~erny f~rce~ , 80 tha~ 

~u.pario.r forces ma.y he hto t.~ght ac;1i r:.s t ·~n 1::t1 , z!il l c. l ways be attempt-' 

ed. This i s t he ~H~m"! 'tac tl cal l'ffinci~1 1e . The p r j.ncip l e ~f a ttr i-

tion i s ent i r e l y t a.c t.ica l , lna emuch e.s it uti l izes va r ious t.act 1-

cal prinQip les to f;l~ a h: to reduc e the strength of the enemy . 

Tho s tra tagy and t a cti c s of the t v10 forces a rc the ser -

0 
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vants of comme.nd . One is evas1 V\? <:md protect1 ve. The othet' i::. sec• 
. J/ 

r at,. V~' and off ensi \"e . r!1he manner i!.1 whtch t heee tack~ o.re p~rf orm .. 

ed is a direct function of the ~jll o:f t1le oom:r.ander. Hie is t.he 

contr ol of ::i. highl y ore;a.nta0d f orc e thn. t roves a.e he -,gil l s , and 

s h e Tli l ls so coes the fortune C· f the wnr . 

tt A nav~l battle r eceives 1te de~is1ve pur port tram the rac1 t hat 

a. str a tegic position i s conquered . 'rhe battle 1a th.on the maan.s l)f 

s trategy. unlnsn brought on hy chtlnc e , a hc.ttl 0 which is unneees ... 

aary is never fou5ht . Vfhen ono poaaes oee oor:1et h ing ~,11ai th(' o ther 

must have 1n order to 11ve 1 and 'i'hi ch cannot be yielded. wi thmlt 

dying, the battle t akee pla.ce, . such battles a re deci s ive, others 

merely inflict dame.gt\ . 'rtiero ia no t a ctica l w111 to battl'J• only 

t .o inflict damc.e;e~ The wa.r 1s cor.ipoaed of' t wo t a ctoro, the t a.c't1• 

c a l A.nd the str ategic; t he battle 1e taeticnl , the str.~tegtc the 
1 

ottect. " 
Command 1a the nerve contra that dir9-0tGa controls , 

and coordine. tea the str ,;i_ teeic and the t ~.o ti cal . ':'hey :lt"e comrae.:ud •a 

r i gh t and lett hand . r.e command con t r:.>ls thesq h•tnds, B1' ccmmJ..Q(t 

controls the war . st.ra~egy, tactics ,_ and c~>!wna::id i.\ei.y be oa.lletl \./" 

the trinity of ~·1ar ; anrt the ereataat of the~3e is command. 
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