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Commerce Destroying I

The destruction of the Commerce of an enemy by
means of maritime warfare is a customary , imporvant and at vimes
an effecvive mevhod of causing such disvress and prostration as
vo be a powerful influence upon the prosecution of the war and
to lead to what may be considered as the iproper end of war - a
successful peace -

Wewill first examine the questions of its legalivy and
propriety - By le-gality I mean its sanction by the usages and
customs of nationslor in other words its accord with whav is
known as International Law -

Inthehistory of Maritime and other warfare I have
ban able vo find only two exc%pbions to the prevailing usage of
sé&Zing and confiscaving vhe private property of an enemy upon
the sea , one exception was vhe agreement of the Prussian and

ad ‘
Italian governments upon one handn the AusErsdiMn government upon
vhe other in I848.
= In this agreement it was stipulaved vhat Enemy mer.-
chandise and Enemy merchant Ships should both be exenpt from cap-
ture upon the high seas .

:Ihe other exception was that made by the North German

government at the outhreak of the Franco - German war in i870.
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This government issued a declaravion that allFrench
Merchant Shipping should be exempt from capture .This decree
though made at first without regard to reciprocity was afterwards
revoked when it was ascertained that France refused vo waive her
right to capture Prussian Merchant Vessels-

When the United States was requested by vthe Powers uhat
formulaved and signed vhe Declaraﬁion of Paris in i8H5 to accepu
vhe propositions contained thereinywe declined to accede vo the
first proposivion (priwateering.-) for the abolition of privaveer-
ing unless it were further ayreed that all private property upon
vhe sea except contraband of war should be exempt from capture
during hostilities .

This propositiom for the establishment of a new maricime

principls,and the two exceptilons in practice ,just menvioned, one

wyw only vemporary,will afford Fhink sufficient gvidence of vhe ex-
ceptional nature of any variance from vhe established usage of

Yt I .
nations «% capturing privave propervy of an enemy when under an

A
enemy,gég;éﬁbatesﬁﬁéion of U.S.in regard to Decl -of Paris au
eérly part of vhe Civil War-)

Conceding then that vthe right £5 capture private proper-

Lyoy of &an enemy auv sea when under his own fla%,ex1snsithe nexu
point to examine 1s as Lo 1t8 proprievy - It‘ééknot be denieq %f
7% vhat a belligerent 1s not manifestly right and proper 1in vhe ac-

tion he ba# takes O iEyu2&e~the enemy in the persons of his sub-

jects or citizens vo the extent of deprivavion of life - This is
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war - If then for the purposes of & the prosecutvion of vhe war
such injury is a proper one to be inflicted upon vhe person ,it
is manifestly proper that a less injury - one upon propérvy -
either public or privave - can be inflicted upon the enemy 1f 1v
vends vowards successful results. War is practically the inflic-
tion of material injury to such a degree &s 40 cause submission
and it is evident that injury to person and property 1s the most
effectual way of causing that submission .

"On land "(it has been said by & wriver upon interna.
ticnal law )"vhe injury is effected by invading the enemy%'
country , by capvturing towns and civies and occupylng provinces
by seizing and destroying property whether public or privave ,by
cutving off or appropriating vhe taxes ,and by thus depriving vhe
Government of the enemy of the resources ,whether of men, of ma-

terial ,or of money, on whichit must rely for resistance , and So

)
bringing it to that point of exhaustion when it will have no re-
sources but submission. The destruction of men in bavtle is but
& means vo this end : for vhe object of war is not to depopilate
a navion but to reduce the Government to submlssioq,and no vic-
teries in the field ,noﬁeabs of arms ,are of any avail whatever
except 1n so far as vhey tend to bring about this result °.
During the Franco-German war according to an official
statement made in the French Assembly in i%72 the Germans eXx-

torted a sum by requisition ,over and above the directgand in-

direct taxes of more than $6googoco.while property was seiged
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without requisition to the amount of $52000000 in round numbers

or a voval sum of &II70014100,

Itis further estimateb that  8§80Q000LVYO of private
property was seized irregularly making a confiscavion and loss of
private propervy of nearly $200,000 coo . Inaddition to vhis was
the war indemnity of 5 milliards of francs or one billion of col-

lars A
#As to our own Civil waq{conLon ,bhough praivave prop-

erty ,was classed by the federal Auvhorivies as Milivary Svores
and was equally subject to capture as it constvituted one ,of vhe
main resources of the South for the prosecution of the war-

The seizure of private propervy for personal use on
shore is of course ancther mabbegfanu in violation of the recoy-
nized principles of warfare ; but this is not similar to what 1s

as —— at
known;Commerce Dasnroyigg which is carried on sea always under
certain laws which govern the natvional vessels eng-agec}, st (e

ascuctld ad

vessels acuing as privateers or under letvers of marque:and their

captures. i
The propriety and advisability of comnerce desbroylng/j

however, depends upon its importance and uvility in so affecving

TN P St e S

the enemy as to assist maverially in causing submission and will-

ingness for peace. Wewill then proceed to examine the resulus of

comnerce destroying as shown in the past under the varying con-
itions of sail and lacterly:of steam and sail combiﬁE@ﬁEHmbne
vessel. The history of Commerce Desuvroying under steam alone is

.yet to be made.¥ Inuhis examinavion I will cover vhe period of {
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bime coincident with the histvory of our own country but not con-
fining the examination entirely to our own wars or to our own
waters.,

We commence then with the war for our Independ-
ence. The congress of the United Colonies which was then both the
Executive and Legislavive authority & from aqution and also from
a preference for pursuing a system of general warfare, ravher than
a policy that might be considered as aiming at a redress for
gr;tvances ,failed at first vo commission any privateer§ or na-
tional vessels for cruising against the enemjé comnerce ,and ¢on-
sequently vhe faworable Opporbuniiy for commerce destroying which
is ‘alwayspresented during vhe first few monvhs of a war was lost .

Inthe auvwmn of IFP75 however ,Washington then berore

Gurcanmreat '

Boston ,and sbee DheﬂColony of Massacnusetbg,fltbed out some
small vessels to intercept Brivish supply vessels with military
stores bound from Englanqyfor Canadian poréi‘and for Boston-with
faiﬂ7successfhl.4L¢&ubC3.

It is probaéle that vhe brig AndFea Doria, under the com.

mandef Captain Biddle made the first important commerce destroy-
?ﬁ:fcruise of the war s» May to September 1778. off Newfoundland

and the North-east coast of the Unived States, A/ ine vessels are
recorded as being captured ,two of them being transports ,the

rest vessels with cargoes; Captain Biddle returned from this cruise

with only five of his original crew the rest being in the prizes:

Other vessels made successful cruises along our coasu,
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vhe brig Providence under John Paul Jones extending her cruise vo
vhe Maritime provinces on the nornh~easp/and Lo Bermuda upon uvhe
Fﬁoubh/maklng in a cfuise of a livule more than a month fifveen
prizes ,eight being sent in and the ovhers destroyed.

During this year privateers ,as well as regular nacion-
al vessels began vo appear in Eur@pean waberg,maklng virtual
bases of operations of French porbs/and selling thei prizes in
the offing.
sads  The year 1776 was mainly a year of privateers ,vhese ves-
sels having captured three nhundred and forty two merchant vessels
from Great Brivian and inflicted a loss according to an English
account of more than one million pounds-(ann. reg-p.24%27)

Their operavions were so lucranive vhat few sailors would enlist
in the public service for more than a year and generally for only
& single cruise.-

In I777 a light squadron under Captain Wickes sailed
from Nanves in France ,vhe French being then AR secrevly our
friends ,and going first into the Bay of Biscay ,swept around
Ireland ,clesring the sea of every vhing that was nov of a force
impossible to attack with success, capuuring fourteen vessels 1in
5 days - The boldness and success of Lhis cruise produced much
sensation in England; the vessels finally taking refuge in &
French port.

It is of vhis cruise vhat Silas Deane spoke in one of his
letters to Robert Morris staving vhav 1t effectually alarmed Eng.-

land »pbrevented the great fair av Chester, occasioned insurance
B Ll greauv laglr av uie
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" po risef even deverred vhe English merchanvs from shipping goods

in Bnglish bottoms, at any rate, so that in a few weeks, foruvy

sail of French Ships were loading in the Thames on freight ;an

ipstence never before known.
i (n the first of May 4777 Capuain Gonyngham sailed from
punkirk ,in command of an English built Cutuer bought in Dover
and equipped and manned in Dunkirk, capturaing a packetv off the

coast of Holland; sailinyg again in comnand of another Cutter call-

- re
ed the Revenge he was even more successful, sendinyg vhose prizes

not destroyed vo Spain and finally going vhere nimself and re -
fivving. The effecu of his cruises was also most marked ,insurance
rising as high at vimes as 25 pr,ct-and for a shorv uvime between ig
Dover and Calais ven pr cu- Was asked-

The vommerce of Great Brivian during 177/suffered & loss
of 487 merchant vessels,some of which were of greauv velue though
vhe Government kept a force of about 70 men of war on che Awe : ¢ n
coeso o Many Ame.:.cen poaivaocee:'s fell anco Englash sands ana ao |
vhe end of this year a scarcity of seamen began to dDe felt by us I
in consequence of vhe numbers that were detalned in prisons - |

I

In§778 John Paul Jones appeared in English wavers in |
comnand of tvhe Range;-after refitbing in Brest, cruisfhé,in the
Irish Channel, making prizes ,landing upon English verrivory and
bupning vessels in English poris-

It was during vhis year that the Alliance beuween France .

and the United Siaves was finally consummaved and &s & resulc a i

French Naval force ,public and private, entered inuvo a course of I

- R



commerce destroying .

(reat Britian found so much annoyance from American
privateers vhat letvers of marque were issued against American
privateers.and powers to issue levters of marque were also given
tvo the Governors of the islands and colonies of the West Indies.

In an English commercisl hlsnory/lb 1s stated, vhav
during vhis year vhe rate of insurance bevween London and New
Fucorens
York which in time of peace was two guineas ,rose to 21# per cu-
on condivion of returning five guineas if the ship sailed with
convoy and arrived.

Fyom Jamaica to London ,so busy were our privaceers 1in,

vhe West Indies, even 3o guineas were charged.

In I779 John Paul Jones with his small and badly organized

squadron sailed from France and notwivhstanding vhe indifferent
conduct of his colleagues many prizes were taken off the English
coast and much alarm created. If the Squadron had been upon a
proper basis the Baltic convey , of more than 40 vessels, would

have been at vheir mercy , 4 ¢t the, engaygement wivth vhe con-

voying Brivish inen of warp,vhe Serapis and Counvess of Scarborough

had resuliLad in -Re—SeanboP—eueoass L0AN 0] 8Ly tfttimdiit. ~

By this vime the English had found the system of priva-

veering so destructive thauv vhe Government determined to refuse

Lo exchange any more sesmen that came intvo their hands. This af-

facved the Navional vessels as well as the privateers as the sea-

faring populavion of the United Svaces was limived both as Lo

-
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officers and men. This reason,and also a number of lcosses of Dovh
public and privave armed ships vhav occurred in I779 and vhe fol-
lowing year, reduced the general efficieney of the commerce iesvryy
ing efforvs. The English Authorivies however increased their naval
force so that no less vhan 83000 men including marines were em-
ployed.aflmt .

As it had been the polbcyof Greav Britian vo keep her
colonies as dependent as possible‘on herself for manufactures vhe
American colonies were much embarrassed in ccnsequence ,on accounu
of the want of many necessary arvicles.

These wants were first relthved vhrough the prizes
vaken our private and public cruisers and much of the success and
ability to carry on the war came from these sources especiallybe-
hefore vhe assistance of the French .

The principal resuluvs in 1780 of commerce desvroying on
. ] . (77,79, 74
the part of France and Spain then allies with us in vhe,was vhe

capture of a convoy of 8o vessels for the Kast and West Indiescoff

the Portuguese coast . it
@

About the same time ss news of this reached England vhe
account, was received of the loss of & large porvion of the oub-
ward bound Quebec fleet which was intercepted off whe banks of
Newfoundland by some American privaveers . Some of these ships
were re.vaken but fourteen valuable vessels were vaken 10 porv-

But commerce destroying is a sword that cuts bovh ways

and the next year a large part of a French convoy sailiny from
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Brest was cut off by a smaller English Squadron under the comnand
vhe aged Admiral Kempenfelduv of Royal George memory-~ C(onvoys seem
vo have been the order of the day and fromﬁlarge forcesdemanded
for their protection or inverception fleet acvions resulved av
various times.

By the capvure of the Dutch island of Su. gUSDaDIUS in
vhe West Indies, which happened shorvly afver war had been de-
clared against Holland by Great Brlﬂﬁiaq/much loss occurred vo
the Commerce of the United States as well as to that of France
and Holland. This island had been vhe eggzggﬁt in the West Indies
for supplies of all kinds for the American Staves, milivary as
well as commercial. These supplies came not only from Holland buu
from other Continental ccuntries of Europe and even from England
herself and{ves$els under convoy from England used to slip away
inspproaching vhe West INdies and repair vo Suv. Busvatius, sell-
iﬁg their cargoes Lo merchants who trans-shipped vhem to the Univad
Staves and receivegyin revurn tobscco, rice, hemp and lumber
hrought from the United States under vhe heretofore neuvral flag
of Holland.

By the capture of th#s island over I50 vessels were taken
and merchandise valued at above $§15000000- Aconvoy bound vo Hol-
land of over 30 ships which had just sailed from vhe island was
also vaken by the British fleet.

During this year a number of French privaveers from St.
Malo ,Dunkirkand neighboring porus preyed with more or less success

upen English commerce -
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In 1782 the provectlon and atuvack upon convoyed commerce
affected the movemenvs of vhe fleets engaged in cruising about uhe
English Channel %and in the Bay of Biscay. The allied fleet were
engaged in the endeavor to intercept the English convoys ;while
it is noted in the records of the day as an event jbordering upon
& naval success,when for insvance vhe JamaicXa fleet was brought
safely into port. The injury to trade seems To have been &bouv
equal in amount upon both sides .

Cooper in his Naval Hisvory claims much for The comnerce
destroyving carrlegrgy our vessels and those of our allies 1in the
war which closed finally in I783.

-

That considerable damage was dong,,wh=t I have already

RV _ -
S

recounved shows; many supplies were secure@,and great annoyance,

ek

mortification, and at vimes alarm wes caused; buv no vital results
prmm——

ensued—~ Amaritime superiority upon our own coasts was not given

by this mevhod of warfare. This superiority which Washington in-

sisted upon as an ‘indispensable necnssib%‘was only secured by the

superior fleets of the French.

/02

' the account of commerce destroying that
P

went: on during our Revolutionary war it 1s proper uo refer to the

Before closin

Naval Campaign of the celebraited French Admiral Sutffien in the
Fast Indies during the year I'782:rwhich may be called practically
vhe last géar of the war,

Recognizing with a clearness, which places him alone and

above all of his fellcws in the French Navy, the great advantages
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to follow from a command of the sea, Tvo be obtained only by a
defedt of the English Fleet, he hammered away at that object in
successive and repeated engagements, until he secured a position
in which he was able to do the most harm to his enemy in all vhe
ways presented. For example by the prizes he took after defeat-
ing the enemy, he refitved his Squadron and supplied himself with
provigsions for a year, and his control of the seas abouv India,
especially of the Bay of Bengal led to such an interference with
vhe English trade that the premiums of insurance rose to the high-
est per-centage known being fifteen guineas per-cent for vessels
vrading between China and India-

Great Britian was not in those daygbas dependent upon
her ocean boWsxcommerce a8 at present, but it was a mavter of very
great impornénéggb her prosperity and well being. Let us seehow
much this was affected by the atvempts at commerce destraydng jist
‘recounted- The foreign trade was over twenty five millions of
%pounds in I775 and fell to nineteen millions in I782; this of
' course included the loss of trade to the United States and to Cfies

. nel~
 countries of the allies, suspended by the war- The _loss in ship-

| fmad eRusus

 ping from I775 to I782 was from 697000 tons to 615000 vons, but
- e

:

' litvle more than 82000 tons- This meant of course loss, with
hardship and distress in some cases, but it was far from being

& destruction of commerce or & causing an exhaustion of resources ——

The next great maritime war commenced when France, then

in the era of the Revolution, declared war against Great Britian
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and Holland in I793. This de&laration was followed by one against
Spain shortly afterwards.

The war against commerce afloat was acuvively carried
on during the wars of the French Revolutiog,Consulate,and Empire
on both sides. It is full of suggestive lessons,6 both as to methods
and as to results. It forms however so much of the matver em-
braced within the valuable volumes recently published from the pen
of bhef%residenb of the College that it will not be treated with
the fulness that its impoptance would otherwise require.

The Commerce of France at vhe vime of the outbreak of vhe
first Frencf war in 1793 was carrie&igy French Ships to an extent

of less than one-third, and these vessels were rapidly withdrawn
from the Ocean as the war and the Revolutvion progfessed. The war-,
fare against French commerce was simplified to thau exvent and had
vo proceed by other means than vhe capture of French vessels-

The other methods possible were by a blockaie more or
less effective, by occupation of French commrecisal portg,and by
vhe adoption of stringent limitations of the neutral trade which
alcne was left to Frence.

A thordughly effective blockade was practically impossi-
ble from the weather and coast line conditions in those ddys of
sailing vessels. The capture, or renentioq}of French ports soon
became impracﬂiable from the milivary condivions existing on land
as the forced evacuation of Toulon soon showed. Hence the methods
adopted were off shore cruising{or patrolling/virtually a loose

outside blockade[and the last of the methods menticned abovq;bhe




M/ the sea borne trade atv that vime a peculiar importance.

14
enforcement of tvhe various decreeg,or orders- in council adopted
or promulgated against the neutral trade with France and French
possessions.

Of course the capture of conoraband of war hound tor
French ports and verritory under any flag was rigidly carried on.
Great Briud&h claimed mhd enforced the rule that "Naval stores
including vimber and provisions were conuvraband of warifa prece-
dent nov likely vo be forgovten by any marivime enemy of vhe Brit-
ish Fmpire in the fuvure.

The commerce of Gréat Britian at that period offered vo
vhe French commerce destroyer, a greater, more important, and more
widely dlSDribuDed objective than his enemy found in h;s—éﬁ%-shippn-
ping and commerce. Bribish;brada and shipping in I792 had more
than doubled since the close of our war of the Revolution in I783.

A succAssion of bad harvests requiring the importation of grain
b they b
AbbhiT—siaa Both the East and West Indies were yreatb
sources of foreign trade not only to England but to all Europe-

The then rich trade of the West Indies was almost all

in the hands of Great Britian and in amount was one fourth of vhe
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entire British commerce afloat.

The many islands included in the West Indies and vhe
nature of the waters surrounding them has been ever favorable to
commerce destroyi-ng and the field has been one used in every war

since the discovery of America in which commerce desvroying played

a part of any consequence.
ancC

Besides the advantages of avtackupon British trade the

difficulties of its protection caused by the geographical condi-

' tions of vhe West Indies, this porvion of the world had anovher

commercial phase which entered into the war- The French ports 1in

the West Indies were resorted to by neuvral vessels, principally

. American, for the purpose of obtaining their produce and carrying

it to Burope and directly or indirectly to France- Such vessels
Jlades Che

taking advantage of the Gulf Stream and the westverly winds of vhe

North Atlantic could follow our coast, and touch eﬁ route for Surey

Europe at American ports without much disadvantaye and thus the

carrier assumed more than ever a neutral character.

The voyage back with :European goods though wivh less
advantage and directness could be made in the same way svopping ab
American porus en.;éﬁée: This trade, when direct from or to the
West Indies was forbidden by the British, The existence and im-
portance of vhe trade made it & matter of consequence for t he
English to seize the various French, and as the war progressed ,
Duvch and Spanish possessions in the West Indieg,and thus destroy

the commerce that emanated vherefrom unless under vheir own flay.

Hence the objective of more than one campaign and fleet acvion in
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vhe West Indies during these times was commerce destroying-
The protection from 4+ atvack by the fleetunder Lord éZ;
Howe . of th%:;iovision and West India convoy from America in 1794 440
led to the first great action of the war, the French were defeat-
eq,but the strategic object of the campaign.tﬁ%f@%hvoy- was saved
Aftpr the ynsucessful actions, that followed the one first
mentione@;hga?%gﬁ%g?:éﬁnhe bad condition of the French Navy, the
ruling powers in France in I795 determined upon & war of comnerce
destroying alone, carried on by means of single cruiseédfpublic
and private, and small Squadrons. This policy also auopted by

wao
Napeleon in 1799, was popular with the French and_accompanied witvh

/
g relinquishment of an attvempt to command the sea-

It was ineffective as means of commerce destruction, 1t
substitutiedyhe war of bhe‘;uerllla for the war of organized force,
the war of diffusion for the war of concentraoioq/and marked uvhe
same aspects of weakness and defeat that similar war does upon
the land- The greaver includes the less and ewes if partial or
regional command of vhe sea had been striven fotrand obtained
vastly more damage to the commerce of the enemy could have been
done by an inferior force than by a plan which Capt. Mahan has
recently and aptly termed a policy and practice of evasion.

The approaches to the ports of the British Isles wers
near the French ports of the Atlantic and as & result vhe larger

proportion of of French privateers were small vessels intending Go

remainbut & short time out of port and aiming at the shipping of
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(freat Britian as it converged Dg,and diverged from jhe home porus.
During the period ending in I8e0 about 3500 merchantmen had

been captured by the Frenchp, Bug,notwithstanding the activity upa
thquf vhe French Corsairs this was not a great number for seven
years. The entries and departures of vessels from Lonton alone,in
& year averaged between thirteen and fourteen thousand and the bl
(leother ports of Creat Britian summed up to nearly the same number.

During these years especially the latter one vhe whole
French coast from St.Malo to the Texel became a nest of privateers en
e from row boats to vessels of twenty guns.

The pgrts of the Bay of Biscay sent out privateers of
larger size, seaworthyand equipped for disvant voyages. Their
game was & larger one than those of the Channel ports and aimed at
the rich cargo of the trader from East or West Indies and the Med-
itterranean.

The third area for French commerce destvroying was thatv
of the Westt Indies which has alread;f?;ferred to, Guadaloupe and
Martinique especially forming good bases for such pperavions.

The aim here was both against the trade to Furope and uhe
local shipping and large and fast sailing schaoners or Origs were
used against the first while petty craft and row_boats/lay in wait

/
and plundered the other- It was no wonder that under such circum-

stances privateering in these WabersAdegenerabed into piracy-

Great Britdsn protected her shipping by assembling con-
voys, pavrolling the.{& commercial routes with single cruise‘vsf and

by causing their vessels of war going to and returning from
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fore:un svaticns Lo follow comnercizl rouves- The home w-avers
were filled with cruisers of all kinds and privaveers of all
gizes. These vessels protectaed English shipping, recaptured ves-
sels vaken by uvhe Frencg,and seized French vessels when found.

InI799however vhe French Direcuvory declaxred officially
that vhe French flag had disappeared from vthe sea so far as uthe
merchant marine was concerned, in addivion by ohat vime 743 pri-
vateers and 273 cruisers had been captured by vhe English and the
balance of seamen held as prisoners was very greatly &against vhe
French.

The war against the neutral trade to and fiomJ'rance
was not only carried on by resbriction,j}ﬁe acvivivy of this war-
alio
fare against French commerce was shown by the fact thav at least
one-vhird of vhe capuures were neutral vessels, carrying the {lagjs

chiefly of vhe United Svsves, Demmark and Sweden.
Intil I800 che #wo following courses were pursued by
f‘reat Bribaih against neutrals in the French urade-

- e - -

Tst By ovhe detention of neutral vessels bound vo French

ports laden with flour or ¢rein by British cruisers, vhe neuvral
being then sent to England where vhe cargo was purchased and
freight paid by vhe Brivish govermaent.

(Provisions conuvraband)
2nd

By the seizure of neutrals laden with French colonial prod-
uce or carrying Provisions or supplies vo & French colony. This
was modified twice- once limiving the selzure to vessels bount

from the colony to Burope and afverwards allowing the produce if
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neutral property, go free to England or a neuvral Eurapean counvry
(seizure in the second case was upon the yroundvhav a trade for-
bidden vo neusrals by the Home Government in vime of peace was
illegal in time of war)

The French after varying decrees finally settled down
vo a plan of condact towards neutrals similar to what England chose
to adopb. In I796 the French West Indian officials cut off from
communicatvion with the Home Govermment issued special decrees
acainst American vessels trading with British islands.

The French Home Government in the same year created &
rule forbidding the admission of British goods upon the continent
of Europe which was extended in I7u8 to a decree making a lawful
prize of any vessel upon the high seas carrying in whole or pard
English goors no matter who the owner. 'The ship and corgo were
condemned.

The effect of this was disastrous to the French
as it repelled neutrals, and prevented an outlet to French prod-
ucts, and crippled comnerce from wang of carriayge. The yeneral
stave of this and English commerce destroying 1is shpwn Dy vhat
barometer of comnerce safety- marine insurance. English ships av
tvhat time were insured atv a premium of 5per-ct,while neuvrals
bound to France paid from 25to 30 per-ct. Neuvrals were also
seeking Engdssh convey av vhis vime.

As a result of this law of I798 & virtual war upon

the sea began between France and the United Staves which lasted
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until I800.

These hostilivies were carried principally upon ourown
coast and in the West Indies; the pretection of our vrade being beh
bothby convoy and patrolling,a wiser sysuen of provection vhan any
we used in our Bivil War.

During vhis perpod English trade which had suffered and
declined in I793 and again in 1797, revived under the Administra-
tive mesgsures invended to kill it and began vo develop and Engd
land with command of uvhe sea, with no French Shipping engaged 1n
commerce, and wivh vhe neucrals driven from France more than held
her own in the cpmmerce of the world- Th;iﬁgench war ended in
I80I.

In 1803 the war broke out a second time and unvil the
outbreak of our own war of I8I2 the Naval methods of comnerce de-
stroying was so mixed wivh administravive methods, enforced by
Naval and Military means vhau the results will have to be vaken
somewhat as a whole-

The decrees of Napoleon and the Urders 1in council of
(reat Britian followed in succession. It was Lo & preau exvant
2 war of the land against thg sea, a denial of vhe markets of
Continental Burope To vessels carrying the preduce and manufaco-
ures of Great Brivian, & resvrievioen chat would navurally affecu
the prosper;Dy of Great Bf¥itian,as well as cause suffering and
hardship upon vhe Convinent- It was & policy of aggression forced

upon the French as the only method left, afver the command of whe

seg by vhe British, the extinctilon of vhe French merchant marines
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vhe practical destruction of vhe Frenech colonial system and vhe
vhe virtual failure of French commerce desuroying afloat.

For a vime the policy told upen Greatv Britian and told
heavily, partly because the English by revaliavion for a vime
stopped the trade of neutrals and thus closed vhe trade which by

eluding the French blockade supplied British exports to the con-
vinent.

The strain of the Napoleonic decrees was t00 great to
be endured, the privabécus of all classes, vhe misery and suffer-
ings of the poor made the people of the European Staves ready vo
rise against Napoleon when the opportunivy came. This opporvunivy
came flrstffor Spain/and afverwards by the action of the Czar for
Russi% and eventually for the rest of Furope- The resuits of
vhis struggle was felt vhe most in England during vhe year 1810, in
I8I2 the imporus showed somewhat less than in I800; but exports
had maverially increased and the vonnage of the merehant shipping
had increased from less than I70000 to more than 225000. The de-
rangement incident to overtrading, speculation and currency inflaeo
tion was evident through these years, but this is almost always
inevitable under war condibiens;but Lhe#ﬁerangemenbs eaused did
not result froem comnsrce destroying, block&de/or exhausvien of re-
sources;and vhe spirit of vhe Brlbisﬁ* people and government alike,
were bent upen compelling France and itvs embodiment, Napoleon, wo
submit and no reversion of the war policy was contemplaved up to
vhe time of vhe fall of Napoleon and the rescorarion of thd Bour-

bons.
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The war between the United Staves and Great Britian
known to us generally as the war of I8I2, was declared on che
186h of June I&I2. In vhe preceding January when various legis-
lative steps had been taken by our Congress looking towards war;
g very important measure reported from vhe Naval Comnittee of the
iouse providing for an appropriation for the purpose of buildinyg
twelve line of battle ships and vwenvy frijates had mev wivh an
ynvimely defeat. Hence at vhe vime of che Beclaravion of hostil-
tvhe Naval force of the Unived Svates consisted of but sixteen
ssa-going vessels of all classes, few of them being in readiness
for sea or even in a firstclass condition. fThe American merchanu
shipping at chat time was comparivively larye and principally en-
paged in trade in European waters supplying the great belliggarents
of the Napoleonic wars-

The protection that could be afforied vhis commerce by
vhe small force of the regular Navy just mentioned against the
oreat, sea power of England was meagre. THe privaveers authorized
and being commissioned were of little avail for protective pur-
poses and it became necessary for American merchants to vake some
messures tvhemselves. A daspacch boat was senv o Europe wivh
news of vhe war and also directions for our merchant marined{ in
,he harbors of Sweden, Denmark, Prussia and Fussia U0 remain 1n
port, unvil the war was over. This saved vhe greatest parv of our
shipping in Northern Europe and the losses to American shipping ees

occurgd ok vessels making home ports on account of ihe war or those—
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at or from distant points of vhe world unaware of the existence
of war. The best authorities agree vhat afwer vhe first six
months of the war, the unarmed American merchant marine had prac-
vically disappeared from the high seas but not before a lo§%~of
vessels taken and destroyed numbering about five hundred.

The proporvion of foreign tonnage in our foreign vrade
which was only 3.4per.ct in I8II rose to 48 per.cv in ISI3; but
many of the foreign ships were really owned in vhe Unived Svates,
being transferred vo the Swedish, Spanish and Portuguese flags.

The désbh&cbion must be kept in mind, our shipping and
carrying trade had suffered very serlouslyjbut our commerce long
accustomed to embargoes, confiscabloniﬁand paper blockades/sbill
continue%,and gsufficient supplies of foreign goods were still

hiing
ismed received. So much for the American side of this gues-
vion during the first year of the war.

Privateering on our part sgainst British commerce began
at once. For this purpose there already exisved small fast ves-
sels, brigs and schooners thav had been engaged previously in a
quick running trade wo France and vhe West Indies, accustomed TO

ancl
gvoid British cruisers. These pilot boats made our firsu priva-
Loers, : :
teers and as a rule meses only suivable for cruising off our own
coasts, bhose of Newfoundland and MNeva Scoulayand in the Wesu
Indies. They were fitved out principally from New York and Bal-
timore and were manned from vhe erews of the dismantled merchant-

men. Afuer vhey had cleared vhe neighboring wauers, especially
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those of vhe West Indies, vhey were found vo be unprofivable- voo
small vo fight and too-light to escape so in ISI3 cvhey were re-
nlaced by another tyne of vessels.

_,Buring vhe last days of I8I2 the anouncement by the
British of the blockade of the Delaware and Chesapeake was made

and in I8I3 still anovher move was vaken against the commnerce of

%Pe Unived Staves. In May Adiniral Warren comnanding uv.ie Brytis:
?

Naval force upon vhe Norvh Avlanvie Coast, issued from Bermuda &
proclamavion, declaring a striet and rigorocus blcckade of vhe porus
of New Yorke Uharlesnon,lPorbf%pyal, Savannah and che Mississippi
river, pracvically blockading vhe whole coast buv the New England
portswhich were the ouclevs of a region favorable, or considered
so, Lo Greab Brivian and where the neutral carryiny trade now
slone fouhd entvrance. From the time of vhis blockade mMr. henry
Adams seys in his History of the Unived States novhing envered or
left vhe blockaded coasu except swift privateers or occasionaldg
fast sailing vessggdswhich risked capture in the atvempt. In
Decemhar ISI3 the blockade was extended vo New London and vhe
rast, end of Long Island Sound. The difficulvy of svopping trade
trom New York by blockading one cuvlet only had been found ouv.
The pressure of vhe blockade-mechod of comnerce desuvroy-
ing was felt &v once, espscially in vhe inverference with uhe
coasviny vrade which 1n vhe days before coast line rallroads was
so egsenvial for vhe interchange of our own varied producus.

Importanv &s 1U is,/no%,w1bh an importance beyond our avery day



realization > @1l

R» P>

Except whqqkhampnrsd by ice or some extensive inter-

Prorro”
ferencey-1n vhose days it meant very much as we shall see-
‘lour vhat sold at $4.50 a barral in Eichmond, commanded $I1.87
in Boston. Rice which was $3. a hundred in Savannah and Charles.-
von sold at &I2.00 in Philadelphia. No rave of profiv coult cause
cotton, rice or wheat To be brought by sea from Charleston or Nor-
folk to Boston.  Sugar which was quoted av %9 a hundred in New
(rlaens stood au %4Q,in New York and Philadelphig/in 1jecember,
_ - Qluo .

The price of umporved arvicles rase vo extravagant points.

At the cleose of vhe year ISI3 exporus except fron

(‘eorgia which stste sent ouu covbon through Florld%,and from New

fngland had ceased. T'he effect upon vhe revenue was limnediave. }
The Cusuom receiptsasledew York which averaged 504000 a

monvh fell vo ¥5Q000. Msryland where & net revenue of §L780000 {

had been collectad in I8I2 turnad in but $IR2000 1n I815. Kvery ?

¥

one felt the affect of this destruction of commerce, Lhe farmer

£

grew. crops which he codld not sell, while prices of his necessi.

Lies were ven times higher. 2
Iv will be remembered vhat vhe American privaveer of

1813 was staved to be of a different vype of vhav of wvhe firsy

vear of uvhe war. Iv was a larger vessel, yenerally s brig or

schooner, of twoor chree hundred tons burvhen, armed with one lony

blvot gun, and six 6o sight laghoer guns in broaUSide/carrylng

crews from I20 vo IR0 men. Iv was generally fast enough vo es-
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caps u frigave and strong enough o capture an armed !merchanvinan
or letter of marque-

These vessels were able to cuv ouv vessels froa a con-
voy snd also cspture the fast running ships of the enemy, ulways
she richer prizes of vhe war- I'hey were built primarily ior speed
3g%fﬁ%t8mforbable for vheir Officers and crews tney proved vo be
most ‘dangerous enemies for the English merchantmen- forivunately
fpr Dhm% vhey were comparitively few in number- 'he schooner -
orivateer could be builv in any norvhern sea port in six weeks or

two months andocost half the amoﬁﬁ viien expended for a sloop of

war which represented av vhat Lime our Naval comnerce~desvroyer- ¢
hhese labueg/huilb/chlefly vo fight, had heavy frames and the de-
sired speel '= wke& could only be obvained by fineness of model

and lofty spars- af?h?;LJw;4~L4 LozS Al aif

"'he privateer was built for no such object. Tha last pur-
pose of & privaceer was vo fight av ¢close range, and owners much
prefegred thai bLheir vessels, being built vo make money, should
not fight av all unless much money could be made. The privave
srmed vessel was built rather to fly than vo fignht, and 1us value
depended far more on its ability Lo escape than on 1us capacity
vo atback. If bhe privaveer could sail close Ue the wind, and
wear or back in vhe twinkling of an eye; 1f she could gpread &n
immense amount of canvas snd run off as fasv as & frigate before
the wind; if she had sweeps te use in & saoeacalm, and one long-
range gun pivoved amidships, wivh plenvy of men 1n case boarding

hecame necesssry,- she was psrfeco. To obualn vhese resulos uvhe
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builders and sailors ran excessive risks. Too lightly builv and
Loo heavily sparred, vhe privaveer was never a comforvanle or &
safe vessel. Beauviful beyond anyvhing vhen known in Naval con.
struction, such vessels roused boundless admiration, but defied
imivavors. Rritish constructors could nov build them, even when
vhey had vhe models; Brivish captains could nov sail vhem; e
end when British admirals, fascinated by their beauvy and vempted
by the marvellous qualivies of theiZ model, ordered such a prize
Lo be vaken into the service, the first acut of vhe carpenters in
vhe Brivish navy-yards was to reduce vo their standardé the long
masvs,and to stengthen vhe hull and sides till the vessel should
be safe in a battle or a gale. Perhaps sn American navy-carpenger
must have done the same; but though not & line in the moisl migho
be altered, she never sailed aga:n as she sailed before. She
could nov bear conventional resiraints.”

(Adams. p. 3I8.vol vII.)

* I'he sloops of war, few in numper, vook but 7Y Brivish
prizes during I8I4 teo about 350 vaken by vhe privaveers which in
all probability did nov number more than one hundréd- “'he Brit.
1sh Wastu Indies were kept in consvanc discomfort and almost soar.
vation by these crafuv but vhe most humilisting damage was done in
vhe home waters of England-

Again French poruvs, wherever possible were made che hades
of operations. Privateers cruised upon the coast of Ireland and

Scotland making ceptures, sinking coasvers in Dublin Bay, landing
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upon the Irish and Scotch coasts and destroying vessels plying
petwaen Ireland and Cork.  Regular men-of -war of our Navy and
privateers cruised in companyfand off the coasts of Scovland and
Norway one brig- vhe %courge- captured scme forvy vessels and
inflicved losses vo the value of $2000000.  But the Bricisb block-
ade of our coast, possible Ghrough vheir Naval superiority, gave

2 decidaed check vo privaveering. The prizes could nov be gouvten
in for adjudicavion and sale with facility, and when re-capvured
vhe loss to British commnerce was mivigated.  The man-of-war upon
ohe contrary, to whom prize money,uhe incentive, wibaimues che soul
of privateeriny was of less consequence,could sink, burn or de-
syroy e enemys shipping without making che cruise a failure-

'he cruise of uvhe Essex 1in the Pacific was of this nature-

Buv privaveeriny became unprofivable, the recaptures,
uhe increased vigilance of Uhe enemy, the blockade, and the dubies
upon the prize 00Cs brought 1into port either lessened or desuroy-
ed the resnumeration exprcted. Longress was pevitioned and cane
vo the rescue, by various actspassed 1n August 1813~ @ne reduced
vhe duties on prize goous one-third, anovher granted a bounty of
%05 for every prisoner capuured and delivered and & ochird act
formed a privaveer pensidon fund for men wounded or disabled 1n vhe
line of duby which is supposed &O exist to-day with vhe Secrevary
of the Navy as ius trustee- Seguier e Ja Siet %

"'hage complaints and pallianlona yended vo show Lhab uhe
orivateer cost the public more tvhan the equivalent government ves-

~ sel would have cosu. If insvead of five hundred privaveers af
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#ll sizes and efficiency, vhe government had kept twenty sloops-
of- war constantly auv sea desuroying the enemy s comnerce, che re-
galt would have been about the same as far as concerned injury vo
vhe enemy, while in anovher respect the government woyld have es-
caped one of ivs chief difficulvies. Nothing injured vhe Navy so
much as privaveering. Seamen commonly preferred vhe harder but
more profitable and shorter cruise in a privaveer, where fighuing
was not expected or wished, to the strict discipline and murderous
battles of govermnent ships, where wages were low and prize- money
scarce. (Of all towns in vhe Unived Staves, Marblehead was prob-
ably vhe most devoted to vhe ses; but of nine hundred men from
Marblehead who took part in vhe war, fifty seven served as soldiers
one hundred and twenty sntered vhe Navy, while seven hundred and
uwenty six went as privaveersmen, Only afver much delay and dif-
y %

ficulvy could the frigates obtain crews. The"Constitution" was mes

ne.a-
nearly lost by this cause &t the beginning of uhe war; snd the leadesw

(he 1oss of vhe "Chesapeake" uas-suppzizﬁiizihgién;&£+y-&He o vhe deles _
mination of the cld erew vo quit the government service for vhat
of vhe privateers."
(Adamsp. 337 vol.vII.)
In the early part of the year I8I4 the blockade by che
British was exuvended by proclamation so as vo include all of the
New Hngland ports and thus the entire Avlanvic and Gulf Coasus of
the Unived Staves was under blockade.~ A Naval stavion and ren-

dezvous was esvablished av Tangier lsland and Sound opposite the s

mouth of the Povomac in Chesapeake Bey, av which an English Squau-
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,n found a rendezvous; anovher resori was made in the Delaware;
lnbucket and the acdjacent waters was also a Naval svatvion where
ﬂﬂgon:S Sir Thomas Hardy commanded in chief, and Cumberland Is-
gnd upon~Ehi coast of Georgia was occupied as another station i
gith &tvie; to an atuvack upon Savannah; these statiecns were Haln-
lﬁfﬁﬁ} the purpose of carrying on more rigorously uhe blockade
and as each bleckading force included a line of bautle shipg the A
| smericans had no force of sufficient strengthto raise the blockade
Threatened atoempus with the torpedo of Fulten alone made vhe
blockade®suneasy av anchor- 1{,&%‘
The effect of this blockade became far reaching as vime
vent on &nd?gn became both more exvensive and more rigorous. I'he
banks of the country exceptlng those of New Lngland suspended
\ Hopss _
specie payments. Mr:Adams says ""Until vhe blockade should be
raised and domestic produce could find a foreiygn market, the
course of exchange was fixed and specie payments could not be re-
sumed®. The source of revenue being destroyed, the Treasury was
bankrupt and the interest on the national cobligavions could nov
be paid- As to vhe taxes necessary te carry on vhe war Jefferson
wrote~'The taxes pro-—posed cannot be paid. How can a people who
¢crnnot get fifty cenuvs a bushel for their wheav, while they pay
twelve dollars for their salt, pay five times the amount of o&axes ‘i;’
vhay ever paid before?"
Most of the vessels of our Navy av the beginning of I8I4

were eivher blockaded in port or had been captured or destroyed , l
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vhe Essex having been taken 1in March.//éorber s misvake as & COm-
merce desxtoyer having been his return upon Nis vracks vo Valpa-
. o Frocese ks
reiso which in vhesdays of slow puzesss would mostu probably bring
him within reach of a strongforce in pursuiv. Had he continued
his eourse vo the East Indies and se on arocund the world -his dep-
redations upon the enemy’s commeggngggigﬁggve been much more in-
jurious and his safety more secure. //
— i

The two frigates thav finally gou To sea made a few pri-
zes, vhe new sloops did much betier Uie Wasp under Blakeley beinyg
succrssful in her commerce»dPSLroying/as she was brillisnt in her
actions, edd=ef which made her loss with all on board €3 vhe mors
lamentable. Maubers were so unforvunave with us however vhat atwe
“he Ist of November I8I4 there were no vessels of the Navy av sea-

But privateering had again revived. The ag.privaveers
abounded again in the West Indéég,were found around the Cana:ies,
upon the Atlantic, in vhe China seas and once again hovering sboub
“he home waters of the United Kingdom, making for a time almosu
2 blockade of the Brivish isles. For the first time in English
history a rate of I3 per.ct had been paid on risks to cross the
Irish Channel- Brivish vessels were nov considered safe unless
under & convoy and the boldness of privateers was shown by their

(e

attacks upon and captures of Easy Indiamen whlle no more brclllanb
and inspiring display of couragegnd skill Las-besn—shown+n—ned-
exn Nuval-histvepy than the defence of the privaveer General Arum-

strong in Fayal Harbor against vhe atvack in overwhelming foree
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of & British Contingent of vessegls bound to New Urleans oy the

aqually brave, buv less known, repulse of tvhe boat auvtack upon ohe

privateer Prince of Neufchatel off Gay Head near by us- bt g}i_
W 1

vateers were capzhred in and out @f port, as were vessels and car-

.  Ou e whsle
goes at Alexandria and elsewherg'bun vhe resulus of the year were

5>
gratifying to our pride even though we suffered Lhe—mest on land.
The treafy of Ghent ending the hostilities was signed on the 24th

of December IRI4 and was hailed with joy on bovh sides. ;agf

The Americans had been excluded from the fisheriess on 'H

vhe banks during vhe war; vthe effect of the bleckade has been told
Qruczw;. €
but I will goute from Mr.Jefferson againwriting from his Virging
ia plantation just before the end of the war, be=eas

NQ.£a1p‘~ "By the toval annihilation in velue of the produce which
was o give me sustenance and independence, I shall be like Tapta-
lus- up to the shoulders in waver, yet dying witvh thirst. We can
nake indeed enough to eat, drink, and clovhe ourselves, but noth-

ing forour salv, iron, groceries and vaxes which must be paid in

money. For what can we raise for vhe marketv? wheat? - we enly give

: . : 2
1t .to our horses, as we have beenCi01ng ever since harvest. [obacoc -

.-it is not worvh vhe pipe 1t is smoked in."

In vhe year ending September s30vh IKI2 the exporuvs of ;

vhe United States smounted vo over 38% millions of dollars in vhe
vear ending September S0vh I8I4 thss had fallen off to less than |
7 millions of dollars. For the year I8I2 the imports amounted in

value vo about 65 millions of r.:ollars:fa»&«—«-f"fd““ 8r4 & Coo |
ztd& 1/ Prcticold !

The revenue almost envirely derived from custom house

=
——
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duvies disappeared and internal taxes had to be subsuitdﬁh{po
supplement these duties and the proceeds of land sales. The Engig
lish exports on Lhe contrary grew from 38 millions of EEEEQE in
1812 to 533 millions of EEEEQE in I8I4 while the imports rose
from over 26 millions of BSEEEE in I8I2 vo nearly 34 millions of

poundsin I8I4.

This showing , so disadvantageous TO our efforvs at com.-
merce destroying 1s due parblyukof%ar as British commerce 1is con-
cerne@,to tvhe endﬁof the Napoleonic wars which tvhrew open sudden-
ly vo Rritish vrade uhe markevs of Russia, Germanx,and Italy anes
and with the proximivy of those counvries and vhe English comnand
of the sea we could do litule to ;ntercept or destroy thibs trade

Lre—mriber—ef—TTSSE IE—+e85—o7 TIIE Drebasil

This yain compensated &lso for the loss of commerce which
Great Britian experienced by the cessation of commercial relatlons
with us during the war of I8IZ.

The number of vessels lost by the British is given in

Niles s weekly Register in I8I5 as 2500 during vhe perioa of the
war which was two years and eight months. Of these 700 are giv-
en as having been recaptured.

The English claim vhav vhey capoured during vhe war no
less than 1400 vessels of all kinds- The Stavist.cs of vhe day
give a reduction of our ﬂonnage_ registered- from vransfer, cap-

1
i

ture&ec of IUQOUO tLons-

L1
i
3

sut the loss that we felt was not in tonnage but in the

|

suspension of our carrying nradq and vhe paralysis of ocur comnerce |
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by thst most powerfil of comnerce destroying mepneds—- & SLI1CL
hlockade« @ mevhod which can be used successfully only by the
helligerent possessing the comuand of che sea.

The end of owne war of IXRI2 was welcomed in England for
several reasons. Une was & Wwar wivh America 18 nov universally
copular in Great Brivian, anovher and principal one was vhav ovhe
counury was vired of wars;‘:£j§or nearly uLwenovy LWO years Lreat
Kritian had beenat war on shore and afloav, and there was livule
glery and much annoyance vo be gailned in Uhe conoinuance of uvhe
war wich us. If no ovher wars had precefded ours, vhe war wiuvh
us would have been a light burden; wich our small and inefficient
army, very meayre naval force, disorganized financial condibion
and above all disunived condition, which threatened in & meso

Trwrashh G%ad (T b K dz o

gerioug manner o
A

The strengoh of Greatv Brivian was after all shown/in

ner supremacy abt sea, pracvically unconvesved by us- We felu 1k

1n ohe most effecvive way 1L could be felu - by a sea blockade- -
. haval \
irrem—coubl We lowered vhe presvige and ucne of (reat Braivian

4.
by our several successtul acvions arlcat upon lake end sedsTIov by
F

ohe amounuv of losses she experienced from us of eivher naval or
mercantvile vessels, huv by vhe humilistlon and meroificacion she

folt which ete—fodm=shien was due Lo the enverprise, skill and

ble :
couragze shown ee- cheracuerisuvics of American sesmen. .d'he hKricish

L A R T T T T o T W ot e

thomnselves admitvved this te be shown in vhe careers cof our frléabasj

sloops of war}and privateers~ but like vhe Engiish infanuy, Saltl g

uo be hesi of 108 kind, uhey were Loo few in numbersaid voo small




in class.

They were nou able Lc meev vhe f4's, vo raise vhe olock- 1
ade, o defend our coasus from depredavions and occupatlion nor uo
provecu onr carrying trade snd commerce upon the high seas. ?%F

Yheeo od “wed Uza taers Y /3ajbhj4a4@ e SR

The next war of consequence in which vhe marivime power
of (reat Brivian was engaged or in fact any marivime power of con.-
sequence was thau between vhe allied forces of Hrance, Greav Briu-
18n and Turkey, afierwards joined by Sardinia agalinst Russia,
commonly known as the Crimean war. Russia however had & naval
force so inferior in numher end strength to ohat of vhe allies
that it did not appear upon the high seas and shortly after vhe
beginning of the war was eivher destroyed av8ebastvopol or pleck-
aded in Cronsvadv- The Russian merchant marine also disappeared
buv Russian comnerce was kept up,even wich vhe English uvhrough
‘erman and ovher poros-  But Russia had no opportunioy Lo prey
upon knglish commerce as & svrict milivary and comnerclal blockade

Tcfrreed>

of Russian porvs was &epi-up. [he riphos of neucral ships re-
ceived vhe uresvest consideravion and as (real briuian needed
Fussian produce, bovh from vhe north and south,, she gov 1u neowiuvh-

/
scanding her own blockade- Iv has been menvicned as a sortv of

or¢gvance that KEnglish merchants had te pay an addiclonal amounu
of ~ 8500000 for kussian produce on &ccounv of vhe overland orans-
port Lo Memel 1in Kussia-

The nexuL war ©o give 8n ohbjact lesson in comnerce d~sbr'oy

ing was onr own Uivil War buv as vhe lessons Lo be suiidied are
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rxpensive I will reserve an examination of this war for vhe nexb

lecoure.








