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17 b1 bPi i'lJ' r vl the 
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gird.a. Iri other pa-t ot the Union too thor s d1v1a1oa 

ot e ntlmeni> on the qttest1011 ot l•V"'-7• It Wd not until the 

war n 1n a ~ t · that pu.bllc oPinton b·UCMune 

mo united t proa$~tion of tho ar ~ v1g01"00a a 

ult. 

(b) In th South t 

t t te 1n theil' aov aisn ptght • and that 

the lL ct1on of Ltncoln tore owed aot1cm that would . bel!eh 

th detrSment or south• s lf • '111 st ~· ..... NIU·"'" 
00nv10tt..on OE S011t.b. 'rhoh' po11t1oal .tm t .tOl'Zi'lation 

n ono c ~et 'ba 1 ~Ol"' ooniron Polit .. 

to J>Ollo!efl• 

( o) '!'?HJ ut l " l ti®a ot the o~ t cted 

by tnt fereno.c <>£ the bloclrad with tb 

1Ult1one, partJ.~ly land• d 'Eor their 

u~,.. The th t pr.1no1pal ~ ot cotton 
to~ 11 mlll , ~el1 upon BUepona1<:m or reduot1on 

et 1ttl ~tat1on to bftrla cut interv t!on ~ .........r~~ 

Thie rel t1onship t en4 th South a t 

wa tho ba 1 to~ ati-ong polS.ti 

8J' 07 11 t:be ~owin8 1nducstr14 ot the North• p0t ntial 

tllP t to th fo~ 

uot1, en t b ii' tt o 
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. · ( d) The war, whil pol~t1oally a o1 vil on 1 was unlik 

any other civil 1n previous history in that the division 

ot sent1 ent was lQng g ographioal lines, . ivlng th war the 

char ct r1 tics qt a \var between two hOatil nations. 

(Te be l'ewritte.n) 
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• (To be rewritten.) 

• 



• 

.. 

• 

-s-

(a) Th th t r ot war divided 'by the AppalaohS.an 

mount in into an &tern th e.teJ1' and w stern theater. In 

Th t m th t r fr adom of' v nt 1n a orth ancl South 

direction red by th Fotomao Riv r an4 n roua 
oth r r1ver an4 stre with a gen rally st rly oour e• 

1n i;h northern p rt or th1a stem theat 1'• In the 

th et r oompl t freedom ot mov nt in an st and st 41• 

"'ctlon e h p ~od by th a 1a lp 1 RS.var Wbioh al o -

rat d 1mt' e ot th Cont erat St tee tram the ind r ot 

th • 
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A'l'LAl!TIO COAST. 

At the Northern nd ot the theater lie Ohe ap Elk Bay 

l!llld Hempton Roads into hich pty th oto o iv r, th 

J s and Elizabeth Ri rs. From little south or the Oh sa

pe e Oap s to \ ilmin ton is a double ooaet, the outer one 

con 1at1Dg ot long nar o b lt ot sand juttin out in tbr e 

h adlands. Cape Hattera 1 Cap Lookout, and O pe ear, and 

noloslDe two extensive he ta ot te~, Pamb1oo and be~-

rl sound, upon whiob tributory t r lie a number or 1 • 

portant to • Th1 sand belt 19 brot n at. int rval b'f 

shallo 1nl t • Below 1lminaton th ooast ep in with a 

long curve at th end ot hioh lies Georgetown. s.o. 1n a 

d ep rec a , From here the ooa t begins to as wne th in• 

ul r ohe.r oter, so well det 1ne4 below Charle ton, a.c. 
rrom Oharl eton to Pernandin , the no~hern d e of orida, 

it fom a rie of low swampy 1 land.a, sep ted by nar-

ro r1T rs and of the a , making an 1ntl"1o te net rk 
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of ter cout- ih t ooupa or 1 l ds 

bl*Ok*1 ~ 1ar. etuo1· t t mouth or nv 

five ~ these . . Oharl ton t4nd vannab • steno 

In1 t • NOl'th Fdiato -. St• · l na - d Port Royal. low 

'f:1bo Roacla the ~™ t tton cont~ with six Sm,po.ittant 

( ~ .. . 
·ound .. a ah.- Os .- • st. c tholne • lo• Doboy, and 

lt .) Bl'wlewtdt, · t l · tho only iQol'to.nt to 1n th1 

en th n en.tr o t st. &imm1a • Bl'om st. Si• 

?110ndo th 1 lmJ4 pd oun4 oont1m1e 1nolwilng st~ a.. __ 

Cumb land Sound. t ~~. St .• Jobn'a and t. ugustln • 

lo• tht$ Point coast of Florlda oons1et of :nAJn'Ow 

ehe of enolo 1Jl6 lons oOl).a, b1'0ldm on1J' bf' l 

int're.qu t pasoea. 

GULP .Q !• 
'l'he Gult c0 et11 tro~ tho southern tip of Fl~l 

ta th 10 a s.a bou.t ·dzt ~ml ions although 

• atre.1.aht 11n b t-d tho t peint i · .abou' 840 mU 

l'tlXUj al t 

... by th 

t and e t, It !e v·a. t:WV'lilrn.m!'.a · low and aandJ • ~ 

t h igbt,. A 1~ 

proportion ot th OQa t ltn 1s 1.Xtt by low island.a 

t s jeSn«l bf ~ n . tet t ma.inland. Th 

fOJ:iDl inland O®do of' ccmo1da 'bl ut . t; oh u genaallv 

J.naoo.e !bl t• all but v 11 ~ draft vea . • ~ _. 
all s m~ · e 8114 t t or 11 1 rt.,,. oan 

tor by U.ght V s l q ain :th ~· 
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Dur1PS the Wai' lthll otul31flra and eohoOnezt• trequontl7 o ... 

ca~ i"Pom tboa cal'l'JSns value.ble ousoe• 0£ cotton. Pt'obabl)' 

others entG:teMl ""-ib wch needed suppl1oe ~01' the Oe>nred.

C9:"Qe7. 1'here 1o but little nae alld fnll ot ~ tide 1n the 

Oul.f • tram one to two f eot, but the height of the water 1a 

Dleh a:ttootoo by tlle wind. 

1'ho pr1nc1pal po»ta en the Gult at the time o~ the 

01•11 a wore• Bew OJ:tl.eane, ttobU., Gnlvoaton.. Tallabaaaeo, 

an4 Apalaoh1001a. Pensacola Bay wu the boat ba.l'bor but at 

the time 11&e not ot Vl10b ocmnne:1.1cia1 vniua d• to lts laok ot 

oomr:::tmS oat1on io;s. i)ll th~ 1nters.w. 

MI¥~IPP~ Jm'lm• 
That l)Ol'tlon o~ the 1&1ea1ealpp1 ltiv• in 1lh1oh we U'O 

1ntor88tec1 1n this d1ecusa1on 1a from CaUo aouth. curo it 
tiltuated at th junetton ot the Uisatae1pp1 an4 Ohio ~vora 

~ bffam the baee atid @aenal ot the Federal Flotilla op. 

erntinS in the t11ssiee1PP1• Fltom CaUo the Ll1as1s81pp1 -Cowa 

1n a so~l7 acutbel'l7 d!rootion but :lta course 1a ao tOl'

tuoua tba.t ~ rive it 1a a distance ot about 1100 m1los wbile 

bJ a1za it la about 460 mt.lea to ita mouth. 

'Rho t-1vor an.cl 1ts ti-ibutu!ea are ~bjeot to great vvi.

t:l:one 1n height 4epen4ont upOn the ra!.na and meltdng anows tn 

thoir basins. 'Rho gresteat av~e h81ght 111 attained. 1n the 

late idntel:' a.nd eat'lJ eP1'ins montha, "1th another nae in euq 
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G"~· 'the lovtest •ter ocoUN 1n Auguat, Septed.>e», C14 

8otober1 tolloWed bJ' a n•• tram tbe autumn »alna. 'l!heaa 

rs.sea an4 tal.le 'tf8l'O tactos.'G ill tho oper&t.1ons ot bobh the 

Al!rq and !laV'f • e 

At a tow po1nta on the banka ht.sh lan4 lG enoountcsed. 

On the 111.ght, Qr w.eetern bank th~e 111 onl.7 o~, at llelona. 

Al'k. • between tbl-eo an4 fOUJll 11.undl'ed miles bol.ow oas.ro. Otl 

the left bank aucb. points aN moft nwneroua~ 'l1he t.t,i.at 14 

found at Colwtibue, m. miles below 08.1Jl01 thon hllow in 01'4ezt• 

the bluffs at Hickman, Ii'•• a 1017 r14ge (exten4t:ng to the 

~t bank) below now tladrtd., rtelDg .trom. l to 15 feet ab~e 

overnow1 the fet# OHIGBASAW Blur.ta in 'l'ennoaaae, an the 

eout~t of willch j.a UenipbiaJ C14 t'J.nal.17 a Npld S\lo

oeea1on 0£ blufte at lnt.G&'Vala • extendtng A-Om Vt.ckabullg 

to Daton Rouse. or these latter namll1 tho10 at V1ok4burg. 

Gl'aod Gult, an« Poiit .Hudson lfel'• thG 11l08t ~taut dUP1nB 

ttw 'llal't 111.oe Po-1 t.tona at't~c1Gd &XC4lltnit •1 t•s f'or t~ 

t1t1oat1ona 1·or control ct tho li1ad1ed.ppl and uoe all lo4-· 

oated 1n Contociero.te Ste.tan except ColUlllbus ad Rickman• 

thet ~ all 1nclwU.QS Oollllribue and H1clanan eeued a1l4 

tort1fiod by th& Oonlodel"f!tea • 



. 
• kn Vil that Uthe CC ~ &ti' tegloal, 

th . Fle t de ·naa UPon th ~ la'b!llt7 ot v v sela suit-

ble in 4 sign and ad-equt. ln ~u • and. l• 

tor t£ectiv atr&t st.o 4oplo 

On o2l .. 1861 the naval t'or-oes of the United Sta.t a 

eons1at of th ~o1lar4ne• . - glAg!I,, ~ cG!jlD\11s&on Avnil•bl not Un.-. 
I 

coe11&0Md XJ.O!!li\P 
• ·- 1 9 

a 5 s 
sloop u 9 ...... 

18• ·- 3 ---
Store eht,p t#r ,3 .§ .4 

f!OTAL 16 16 16 

t II l 6 l 

soiaew &loop • lat c.1. a 1 ... 
S14 wm lors,, lat ol.. a 1 ..... .. 
Sc Bloops~ 2n4 01. 8 ..... ---
SJ.de Wheel ' n4 cl. .... ...... 1 .. 
Sctr. at eiaa. 3rd 01. s --- --
suu, •s, Grd. el• 8 ' .... 
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cont t 

c 

tf&nd 1 1 

ent tor ahipo ~ --
F1oo.t£ng ttery -- ~ 

TOTAL ae 9 

. re Qf v t!1 l1ttl 

sho• the fl qn t ip. •t tlOn ant to •Ot 

stQzte sh1p • 

err-
YAqublf. 

........ 
e 
1 

I 

8 

Ot t he fc..~t-7 et above. two ot fl.v un-

flel'Vtcca1:>1e OD6 till on ettoak and t other thr 

e1VSJ38 sbJ.pa. 

nth t cm:o ~ t t1on on th t 1gbt ot 
:Pe lald u 1n 03.'dinUT• Ot th& tni»S t t,. ioour t 

er o :ln South J.11?1 ports, tm:-aA :1n Northern pert and 

ltld.91' on foreign a t10D:.-

F1v d1 tJ.not SUI' 

~ tf>%t ervt.oe,. tho ~eseele lo.ld up 1n 

1. fo ~ ·ov0X7thtna atlo t that cou:Ld b 

s • 

s. cont ot 

emai1 h ~u1 ~[l$1 

th pr1vat ttt1 · tor t conetz.uot1on o~ 

tJ thr : r built. 
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4. Btlil dlng of 3B pa4dJA wheel ·steamers. or fllu't4e or 

t6Ur hun4l'ed. tCll'ls ad. ct light 4i*aft f~ u.at 1tl th• J!1V_.a, 

and J.lSM!tOW sound.a·. 'l'hese ue:ro ttdouble-ell46i'a ~-rtth a 'bow 

.m ru.Mer at eaOh end. 

a. The oonatwot1o1\ or aoaolade. 

11heao five typos ot vessole, oomrtitt'4. IDC9cbalitmen. sloop•, 

4ouble-~s, gUnboo.te am Sronole.da l'Opx;Qsent the additiou 

to the aoasot.ns B&'VJ ~1116 the wu. lrt a4dltlon tbore ... 

goth~ tor the ~tiono on. tho US.asieaippl• a tleet ot 
1'1Vmt .ote~a, ~clads, tlncl.a4s, ram.a. m4 mo~bDGte. 

I 4o not tbSiw that lt Y11U be pt.to.f1table to 48v"otc tine 

to a 4eta11ed. 4ee01'1pt1on ot theae vulou$ ty"u exeept per-

0 hap• the ve.aaela built bV Eeds tO'IJ use on thO LSie1sa1pP1, 

whloh fQllt!JOd the baokbono <t tho woctem &-lotUJ.a. It will be 

suttlotent to oone14e the equll'emanta ot the s81'1Vlces tor 

!Wh!.Oh they were em.pl~eet. 

•• 

In the •iv~ swvlce \1h0l'e the Navy aotOcl larso17 1n oo.. 
operat1on W1 th -the Army 1il the l'Gd.ultiOD ot fo~tWoat10%l$ aa4 

in m1nta1n1ng the 11nea of commnnscat1on AQd t~ taelde 

blockad$ dut7 • 1 t i-equUOd small hlJldr • light dNft veaeele 

capable ot apJ4'<)acblng the shore and ~ pasld.ng thitOusb 

nurow an4 ahallow o~ela. In th4 oa~ auvtoe toll tbe 

puraui~ ot Ooated-.te Ol'Uiawa $124 veaaela -.pgaged 1b 1Uegal 

~de it Hqu.ind pitimal-117 Oeeci an4 sutf1Cltn~ Umo1' ~-
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d E- a.., d U"ll:llUDfisi\t tw ot ens to 

. G1nat Oonf.,..,..cu;,-..... 

qulrtd v a•l o.t ap ·, l!Gbt ~t, a wol'thlMas. atx1 

tficl t ~eot1on and gun to . · 1 ' tbe oooulo:aal 

r ld.s t t the cont in 

ot ~ th bloclca4e. In the s..-doe net toJrtUi 

bnrboJ'e ':f11 guns fe o!'tena and. hea.Vf ~ ff/J11 ~ .f'an 

e requhted. 

Tb type ot ~ sel de.etgned ror ... -~ 

Rive~ b 1ng 41.ff nt tl"O:m Otho~ tJP48 flt nav t v $ l 

t..n &xi toncet 1t I. of 1nt x-e t to 1mr t1 t tb~S.» Chal'&.QteJ.ll-

1at1c · • 

• 80 tt., draft~ 0 tt •• t\H~U~VJ 

.,.,..._ .......... bcttomet1 w1 th 14 

e oril Pl'Qjeot1ng 1 tt. bOv ter. 

· a t a n. bi.sb. wt 1fb l~oun 

e1d • Tho t"oftUd ot tbe caa t lno.h ~ 

bf.ck 'by a 1nebe49 or ~ oak. H.·at ot c o te 

did not caPl!'9' ~ e::.eept st tho· eJJgines• theH 

1thoUt the oak 'baokl.ns-. ibis loft the stem 1 and. 1de 1'ozt\'1U'4 

abatt tha 1%1& J V'Ul~l , OvC' tho ea.semt 

-~ a oordoal $l pilot house. built or b V'1 
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protected. on the t~ a14et wt.th ~ 1noh bohJ on. tbe 

atter etu wJ.th ii .l.Jloh.. ~a• Ml»• .-o propeUed. bJ 

pa4clle \'lheel.a:1 hou1u,~wtthin the ocsUAte !n ~ op~ GO 

tt. loDS f1'olJl a~ and 19 ft• wtde cllv!dlng ~ bodJ' 

l.nto ttlo pUte wht.$ was jof.ned ebatt the 'dihl by p1ankln8 

twbi"atm from .,14.e to e14•• ftd.e part ~ knewn as the: .tan.tail"• 

BGllexas alld engines were h1Sh prossu.l'o Qlld altho tho bo11era 

w&ro dropped 1nto the bOl4 as fiur u _poaalb:Le the light P1'0-' 

teotlon ot~ered. by the o.aaom.,t6 u.poaed those bOUua to the 

poeslbillt7 ot penot~ttoa -1 a boU.e ~pl.oaloa ~ ac
tion • 

The ~eene.tes "°"6 p1C'oed tar 1S gw:w) 3 t~. do ~ 

• a s14e, and 2 .t tb6 at.-n. Tho f;tWtS th~ •tu.all? H.Oe1vfld 

.. 

... 

tfe'U d$tamined by th& Uig~·· ct the time, suab suns as 

.,.,.~ avtd.lablo being p1oked up btre an4 tb.Uo atJ4 ~

to ca1r0." (1) kOll bct.t ~1ed 4 alA kl!1l:q rifled 42 ~· 1 

6 navel 39-pclih·· ca4 3 VIII•ln.C.h wa.val ehe-1 BWUI• 

These ahipa te>gothei; td.th the s.ton SJ' be oallOd the 

b&ttlo l!ne et the worstem. nctllla.. Whe Benton am El!Ge:& 

wette the aame soneal t1P0 bu.t lalt80• -Th& Benton na a 
JDOWltedi 

converted snag~atJ_/16 pa and was the strongeet ot the 

i'l.ot1Ua, b\tt. -4~ 5 knota. 'l'be ~- ot .the gunbOQta 

of tb.1$ Flotilla OOU1stl9d ot • hetei-ogenou.e ooll.att0n C>r 

river beats oonvvted t~ the pul'pos& by tearing otr the 

upper ~ks -4 inatallina a wed.en ~at to pr()teot the 
gu114 an4 nacb1nery. ~ our1e4 a b•tto»r ot nom 2 to 

' gun.a. 
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At th beginntng or the ar, a know th Soutb h d 

• no d veeaels or any d cript1on. Havlns no m robant 

0 

r1ne tJtott Moh to draw ve s l• tor th purpoa ot converting 

th h wa torood to seiz what v sela er within h ~ 

re ch and to puroh e trom abro d any that oould wn th 

blockad • To offset this situation th Pro 1dent ot th 

Oont 4eracy early in 1861 1 au 4 a p210cl tion ott ring 

1 tter ot arqu to an10ne wbo 4 ired to eng in priva..,. 

te ring. some v a el were fltt ct out :privat era but th ir 

:re lt er so r th t most ot them v ntually abandon d 

1t and took up th mo~e lucrative oouupat1on ot blookad -

running. 

Som ot th xeeption to the abOve r th iron-ol d 

.,,..,.. .......... sei v part 

in th defense et bile y; the LOUISANA of th Riv r Def nae 

l'l t, simllaJJ 1n typ to th Union iron-cl d BENTON ; th 

oru1 er FLORIDA, 
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IrQPISTtQ SOl'PORi. 

(a) some log1ut1o t~etc-rs b&vo been mantt.oned, Tho south 

had no lta177 Yardn and onl~ ataall ~rdo. '!hey oaptlU'ed tb.o 

Peneaeoln and Norfolk Davy Yards al.moat at the outaot ot tho war 

but lost them beforo they bad betn'l of DD.lOh uao to tbom as llaVJ 

Yal'dG. In the capture of the Dorfolk Yo.rd tb.Oy obta1no4 a groat 

deal or modern o~ce With t4\1ob tie su_ppl.y ~ ot their fo:rto 

and their sldps. The oaptuzte Qt this Yard also gavo them the 

OWlkon l!EBRIUAO tlh1oh they ralood and converted into an iron

clo.d tb.nt modo histo~. FOP tmo1:u On'lnollce IDflD.uto.oturo they 

d.o.pendOd pri.noiPBlli on tho 'tredego» Iron nows at B1chm0nd, f rom 

wt.ch, as woll aG tho iron Jn11ls o.t A tlcmto., they obtained moat 

of thO p'J.Gtillg fo~ tbe1r ~O$oelo bU1lt or converted 1n tho Con

fe&li'ncy • 

Po» aupplleo roq-'11rou \V tb.e1l1 populatS.on tor 1te 4ail7 needs 

and eo.mf()ttt~ and n le.rge pa:tt of their ltar mun1t1ons, they wore 

dependent on tho.t brought t .rom abroad bf 'Olcoka4o rtmnOJ.9&• or 'Via 

Mex.loo ond the Ocnfedomto fi'cmtier, tllonce across the ?!1oe1as1pp14 

This lo.ttoi' cbabnel \7G.e closed \1hen the nvor camo under Federo.l 

cont:tt0l. Tho South wna ablo to suppo:tt 1teel£ in food untU tho 
At' 1'H .~7 flt-,t: d_ 

latter Pfl,l't ot tho tmr. ~1 ot tho olavos 1-,,.. d$aorted thelr 

plantations, which combinod vlth tlle large number of a'ble•bOd!Gd 

men awa., dth tbo Aft!1J1 roauoed. tho area \mdett oulttvat1on, and 

the toed oupply beofllDG dofloiont • 
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(~)Th lorth no camp bl logt.atS.~ 41ft1cult1 .. 

solt-s 1ng ln oodJ theil't dU tr1" t st OZ their 
• ord!ne.l'J' ll.:v r qu1r to d t heir X't l1 , t 1r 

port o t d .. 

tter 0£ o d of joint di.ti b n oon-

trovor 1 l sub3oct from t rial 1n milt • In 

th Civ1l que tion o c doc not 

Il'lWJh ditfl~ultr 1n th ope1'4t1ons o con t o did 

tt r ~ coo o tion, 'b oause th order i eue on th1 oubjoct 

._ cl • I quot ft-Gm 1 tt r t d oot.ob r ie. 1001,. t 

th s o o tll vy to · or 1c r S.F 111 Duponts 

'* r o t PP dent~ oOpJ' of blob. 

ha b on f to yOtJ.1 flag Offill r k or 

gen.oral 1 but no offio r of tho t v 1' 

y h1 r nk.- n diitoct 001m11JE~. 

pc;m4 t of co e nt, ovo~ 

ptlng only h foro 

"Th Pr id t ct quir s.1 b ver1 the 

most co nd ff otual ooope t!on b.,.=,.. .. .,,.~ 

Of fio t 0 Ji'Vi in tal<1t18 po G on Of 



- 18 .. 

·O t, \'1bich Qre d s1 tQCi :J.n thes 1n~fkX't.lct1ona1 
• 

mid l bold any o r o.f eitho» w- oh to 

• atriot l?Elspona1b111ty tor BDN 11~ to ~e 

a cur th obJoct propcMS 4. 0 

lnStituotiono of t nor r aMr es d. tG Brig c:U.er 

Gen ra.1 T. • b7 G«i ral Scott on- octobor 14_, 1961. Those 

l tt to lay d Mf1n1t pol.S.dy but of oOUJ:- they do 

not y ho\'J hiUMn f'railt1 a a1'0 to bo ovol'Q s.n obtain1ng 

the oooperntion tion d. 

The c s1tuotton on the s1oaipp1 dur!ZlQ the or:u-11 

o tione hen th 1oti1l.a und i- tho -

·- it verr d1f.f1oult tor t naval c c1 r ot th 

, 
~tl¥ bis toroe Ql:'d :rod around b7 an colonol t t p.. 

pen to be ln their rto1n1t,.111 · on th s gtv n 

X' Oft.lo.er, th~ t1on _ ~ved but a. not 

ant ly 11 v until thO Qtllla u o d unde» th l .try 

Del;>Utmcmt • 

Cooper t1 , d poM!ng a · 1 t <1 e on thB l.'sonal1 ti o ot 

thee . tnvol"il: d,, ls not t1$!' et-ory olution. t 1 Y 
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FQRDB op WM wAn Al;p ST&\Tfi· IoAL iPL<ffiWM. 

Betoro going into the genoral otvat0g1c pl.a.nu of the llorth 

and south lot ua consider bnetlf tho otratecio empl0JD10nt of 

tho tleot a.a provtousl.y prooontcd to tho olaas. 

first wo ho.vo. 1n tho torma or naval ttCU'.forQ, "opero.t1ono 

for o~our.t.ng e(JDJ'l!Bf"J(l of oon o.rooo" \1booo bro~d oo~ct objectives 

aro "ocmtaining tlnd deatroyins brces of tb.e en-r'.. aooom, vtO 

bnvo "operations in aoa ar<>Ga not under oomxnflndb uhose broad 

ob3ootivoo o.re (a) 4efonoe of 11noo o~ no.val o~oationot 

(b) infiloting lose on on~ 11nea of naval oom:"'Mn1cat1ona. enoey 

no.Vfll .torcco, nnd enemy pca1t1ona ey ~ - tJlc lc.tter may bo 

eithe~ o. no."Val or a jo1nt operotion; (o) 04pture ot onOID¥ torrt• 

tory \11th ampb1b1oua expod1t1ons proliminacy to ostabllabrnont of 

an advanoo baso tot o.xtendlna oOt!UI'D.l'ld ovo:r a oea o.J"OO.J (d) doo

truct1cm ot onomy trado. ~1\'11 uo have "aporat1ona 1n aeQ aroaa 

under command" whooo objectiveo are (a) naval detonee ot eoaats 

a.r:ad c~t1oal ooa ~easi ('b) b~ktltlo ot one1117 pe>rto for provent1on 

ot GnelDJ' trndo1 (c) capture ot enooy torrl.tol"f n1th Qtllphiblouc 

oxpod1tS.ono1 (d) aupPottt 0£ military opernt1ono e:ilong tho ~oast. 

It bas boon Pointed out 1n n prov10us l)l'ooontatlon, tb.Q.t 

olthOugh tho nttalmnont of the objeot1voa ot oonto.1ning and (leo

troy1J16 tbc onomy naval f ol'Oea wlll bo more lU:el7 to etlllble un 

to 0Ut17 out our ttar aS.ms• "there may be D:OJl7 otho:r objeotiveG 

that 1t 11111 be to o~ 1ntel'Cst to attoJ.n !.mmedintoly, e1thor tor 
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the general pu.rpoeos of the t1nr~ or 1n tbo creation ot s1tuat1ona 

that td.ll te.c1lltato a morc ell.root action acn1nat tbe onomyn. 

\'11th tboso thoughts 1n mlnd let W3 oona1der tho forms ot 

naval uarfnro and the oojootJ.voo that vere 4ppropnnte 1n the 

a1tuat1on that existed during the Olv11 vra.r. 

1rhe south dJ.4 not llave a ncot. w1 th \7h1oh 1 t oOUld contest 

the oomand. of o.ny acn sroo. and 1t did not 'havo o. morohant marine. 

The No~th bad ~omir.tlnd of tho sea throuc;hoUt tho w~. 'lb.orofort.l, 

cono1dei-ot1cmG or tbose form$ of naval ttal'fare with thoir objoc .. 

t1vcs nl"e not ot 1ntorcat from tho Fodon.1 pc1nt ot v1ev. The 

objectives or dootroy1ng or containing Oonfedoro.to n:ivo.l forcoa 

boonmo mtnor aims of b110adett o'bjeot1vos undor tho third :form,. 

Under the second tom. the Conf <tdorate nnval forces undertook the 

deotl%'Uot1cm of trade by owincr \'1Grt aro, attaining a h!gh dogrce 

of ouc:iceoo, and raided lIOPthern blookad1ng tol'ees dtb uniq>or-. 

tent r~oUlts . 

£loot in to~1Qll Porto BaVe them dl"eOiDG of tbe objeot1vea of tbo 

first fom but thob .foJ.lure to l'eal1eo the bopo ol1m1no.teo t heir 

fultthor oono1dortlt1on~ 

Tho object1vos und()l' the third form ot naval vaP1'0J'& t7WO 

all important to the Fedel'al toitcea. It doeo not o.pp~ that 

ml10h con.coi-n \'MO t'olt tibout tho navnl. dofenao or coo.ate and 

c1'1t1oal nea areas except during tho pnnic oreatod by the short 

bUt potont1all7 thl'eaton11'.lij oarocr of thO UERRIUAO, u.W.eos Yie 

\ 
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claso1fy some o.r the operations on tho inland water& ao hav1xl8 

o.n objective of th1s catogorJ• These 3.tltter appoa~ to be anBlo

gous in some roepoots . Tho \"ital bportance to the south or boina 

a.blo to export its oropo and to rooo1vo :ti-om abroad tho suppl1oa 

neooaoo.ey to the proaocut1on ct tb.o '1Bl' I:10d.e it 1mpero.t1vo f~ 

tho Uorth to prBvent thin trado as a moans ot P'ltt1n{) prosal:U9Q 

on tho SQutb.tt AO tho Sou.th •CS dependent on foro1gn bOttoms for 

carrying th16 tl'ado, tho Iiorth oould only o.tta1n 1ta object1 vo 

1)-y a cocpleto bloolq).de of tho South. To mako tb1a 'blockQdo o£too

tlve 1t vao nooee3fll'J to ol'Oato ravornblo oond1t1ono :ror condllot• 

1tlS the blookad!ng opel'O.tions by thO cnpturo, \'11th Jo1nt oxped1• 

tions, or appropr1ntelJ located bneoe for tho bloakcding force . 

TheGe be.$eo ~oro nno.J.ogous to c:ulvnncc baGoo. Aloo to assist tho 

Artrr1•e ndvnnoc into onem.J to~N.tory, tho Federal · v., tra.o nblo 

to land .t.tu support 1n 1Dland t1 two
1

anc1 along tllo ooaat 1n a 

minor way. 

Woll, dint objeot1veG could the OontOdel'Boy htlvo under tbla 

fonn Of Dllval trarfaJ."e! Slnoo thOJ did not baVC COtm:latl(\ Of 81r3 

aea area it oeoma oleCl' tbat thoy could have no objoct1voa. But 

bore t1o rovort agnin to tho anology botueon naval oporations 

al.ems a eeaooaot and thoeo 1n inland wate~s . trnquost101'14bly fl'Otl 

tho \>oa1nnina ot tho ~cw unt11 tho fall ot Viokobure tho ocmf od• 

orocy contl'Olled e ditl1n1ah1ng port of tho loaor U1o&iso1pp1 and 

its tl'ibutarioa, end th1a control wno an orfoot1ve blockade 
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o.g.o.1nst 1te uso bi the to1'1'1to1'7 in. the upper Part• Detinitelyt 

1n the ll1so1oa1pp!. imd its tt'!.buta.r1ea, the Coni'ederiato nnvo.l 

• ~oroos; such as they wo~o. attompted to defend New Orleans, 

Galveston• and ·other leseer po1nte agalnot tha Podexral nnvnl 

toreeo. and supported. tho operations ot the conredorate Army 

Q1ong theao shores; and 1n 1so14tecl lnatanceo ware part of smnll. 

joint expealtions ago.inst FoderD.l ocoupled pes1t1otis. It sGCmS 

proper thot'1 to inelUdo the obJ-oot1vcs of thlo tonn an npp~1ato 

tor the contedorato na.'<Tal forco+ 

• . 

• 

.. 

'Phare is anothor factor that ati'ects naval t7orfare e.nd that 

is the 1ntluonce of googaphy. Tho prinG1pa.1 geograph1enl tnflu• 

ences on the no.val operations ot tho GivU rrnr. r1eret 

(a) The l ong ooaat Une of the Confederacy f'rcm Northern 

Virglnio. to the RS.o Grande. 

(b) The contl~tion of tb1o coast line With 1ta numerawl 

'bays, inlets, ltltot-oo~1cQb1ng inlGnd. so'Wlde. bayoue and river 

lllOUtbs. 

(G) The pca1t1on ot theso ree.turea with relation to oaeh 

Othor and toe thoil' natlU'Gl Elnd a~tS.Zioial aooessibU1~ 1'rorn the 

bintei-land. 

(d) T1l0 M1so1aalpp1 River as a bat:tr1el' to commmi oation 

bet't70CD the prine1PQ1 pal't of tb.e Conf'edoruo7 and tho tbreo oon

tccllorat" s tat.ca woot of itJ end 1t& 1mpo~tanoe fl& a tiQans of 

North and couth oommunicatt.on in tbo wooteZ'tl PQrt or the aontoo .. 
e!"ELCJ'• 
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(o) 'l!ho toroign frontiol.' or tho ConlodorAO' neat o~ the 

ll1seian1pp1"' 

(1') Tho proxhllty ot nwtrnl pos1t1ono in tho Bebamna. 

Bo~ and est Indies na bEisos ror blooknde ru.nni:ng. 

The onlJ gencl'a.1 ctr'l'togieal plnn i'or tho conduct o£ tho 
' uar b7 thf) Dorth1 oo fer aa can be dotor.:nlned# uas that given to 

70t1 in colonel ·wr1Ght ' a prooontat1on. This plail p~vidod tor 

tho blockade of thG eoaat on! tor gaining oontrol or the W.os1aoJ.~ 

pi River, hop1ns th0Po'b7 to put oconoo4o preon\We on tllC Oonfo~ 

or.acy tbct would toroe ho;- to abandon tho stru&Jlo wlth loos loss 

of lU'o than oth0l"t'11se r.:21ght ooour. Tba~ thle plan wao carr1od 

out nucaost!fully~ we knoW. 

In the ~outh• tho plan aoOlllCd to be ono ot a atro.tcg1o deton• 

a1 ve. No deta!lo, 1f thel'O wol'O e.ny • ~ knoun. 

EXECUTIOli OF TllE PLANS Ii 

on i~prU ie, 1661. P:ros1dcnt Lincoln 1soued bis proelflmo.t1on 

<teolaring the eonat t~ North carol1M. to Toma blackadod, e.nd 

on the 27th oxtandod 1t to 1noludo ttorth co.roltno and V1rg1nta . 

In L!ay or June, the scoroto.ry of the lla'17 convened a bouro 

conatstSng or capto.1.n s . F. DUpont, us1., Mo.jor J .o. Barnnttda 

Engineer corps, USA, superintondont A.D. BB.{)ho or the ooaot survey

and comir.antt~ c .. n. Davia# USD to oons1de1l and reoommond moaouroa 
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tth1eh the)' conSider<xl advt.Gable to-r the moat o1'fio1ent ~13 of 

cniamns out tb.G blookade on tbe Atlmltio i::oaet. oono1ael7 

sta.ted1 the minute& nraderod by thla bQard to tho seorot!l!f.'1 ct 

the fiO.V1 oontainod tho :follatd.ns l'OOommcndationaa 

(a) Tbdt a naval attit1on bO eatnb11Blwd on. the !$OUthom 

part of the Atlantio Coast to be used ao a bneo b7 vessol3 on.

gaged 1n bloekoA.~ duties in that more remote section 1n ordoi' 

tbe.t they might bo aboent from their bl.ockado sta.t1on a abortor 

th:o Whon driven ott b7 woathor; or required to leave to rotuol 

or obtain other supplies. Oapt\ute o£ a aultablo pos1t1on nao, 

ot course, neoessarJ.. Fernandlna off the nortnern boundacy of 

-. Florida vaa reoommondOd ao aat1stt\ot0t7. 

.. 

(bl That tho blockading vet:loclo be d1v1dod into two com. 

mondo on a geograph1eal basis• ono e~ to oover the coaat 

from cape Hem:-y to oapo Romain, tho otbor1 from on-pe R0t1a1n to 

st~ Ausuat1no. 

(o) That the important Albomal'lo and Pw:ilico sound.a bo 

cloaod by obstructing all the inlets tbat gavo entranoo nith ounk

on vooaola loaded t71th stone. t~ "stone blookfldon. 

(4) That joint e.z;poditlono se!.zo, and ocau.pJ \11th M!f'!lY 

troopa .. BU.lls Ba7, s t. Helena and Port Royiil Sounde in south Caro

lina, and Bll of the sounds f'l'Om tho entrr.wco to Brivarm.ah, Oe0l'$1a 

to Pornnndlna 1n Flo~ida . The objeot1ve ot this seoms to oo tho 

cota.bliabment ot points suitable tor bao.tna sm.U1 ll!)ht draft 
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v ll lo ut ble to'IJ rk in the shall ., at rs of the 

1n ordo%J t ~o eftectl ely elOs the nume~ o e l entrnno 

tc> the OGi'lfederncy, d to elimi.mlt 11 ee · 1t3 ror o.ff-ohor 

tro1~ 

( ) '?hat th e · st outh of l;'e~ndlna b pat.roll ed by 
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ATLANTIC QMST O§;M~Im@. 

notvitbotondtne that tbo Proo1dont•s blockade pl'Qc].a:jat1on 

aa1d tbnt a ocmpotont f'oroo vrould bo poetod to ontorco it, ona 

can ooo by Cl glnnoo that tho veoaela prov1ounly oent1onod ao 
ava1J.nblo \TOJ:'IO naitbOr auitablo 1n design nor adoquato 1n numbor 

to tlCOo:lpliah tho objoctivc. 'l1ilis i"aot cado tho lognl1ty or tho 

blookndo during tbo 1'1rot slx 1n0ntha opon to quol)tion. Mto~ 

tl t tirno t he 1norouot.:ng l'JW!lbor ~ voooola amplo~ed anve itn of• 

toctivonoso continuous St'Ot1th• 

Tho plan propoood by tho Board nbovo t!ont1onoa wa acooptocl 

bJ' tbo Govormiont on roca::mondat1on o£ tho 1;avy Dope.rtmcnt1 ... 

Qn October 12, 1861, tho Atlnntlo B1001ta(l.1Jlg Squ.ndron \'JQQ d1vided 

into a Uol'th Atlantlo Qtld a SOuth Atlnnt1o BlookacU.na Squadron, 

u1th PlE13 Off1ocr GolcloborQU6h 1n Cano'iUld 0£ thG foxooxa and Pl.06 

Otticor DJ.pent QCE'lm3n<'.lins the latterJ t.ho 11no dividing thoii' 

thentcro. or operation betnG tho boun&ll':f bottroon north nnd GoU.th 

Carolina. 

'l'l1c plnn for tl o il'lvaoion o.nU oocupo. tion of eona~nl po1ntn by 

joint oxpod1t1.ono wtlo to.Iron 1n hand oJ.moat ~10.toly upon lta 

apP!'Qv41. I t nhould bo bomo in t:d.nd thtlt th!a &1lfm wns P~l' 

n no.val Oll.O roquirS.ns tb.o o.ooln tanco ~ Ar!rrq troops, and 1 t 21 P\ll\

poae, tho mol'e ef£oot1vo eondUot of tho b1ocilio.do. en AugutJt oo. 
1001. joint OltpOdiUon lm.dor Fl.as Off1oor Goldoborough (100 

'ajor Gonarnl Dutlor captured and ocoupted tl'lo torts at Hnttol'tlS 

Inlet~ nnd ooeorted tho aton(J-ladcn voooelo to bo sunk as obstrnc-

t1ono tn tho nw:w:roun inlots of th1o lll'Oa. Altl:louab thio -wo.a 
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suecooofully o.ecompl1.ohod tho ot.Ull:® sh1pa did not J*Olna!.n ta 
:poait1on and tho lattof' o:rtort mlO fru1tleoo. 

Control ovor tho SoundD wao extandod by tho onpture '11th 

joint oxpod1tto?20, ot Bonutort, n.c., on o novc:n'bo» 1601, mK! 

in 1609 .of Roanoke Iolantl, on O Fobru.nra, Rowbem, n.c., on 14 

l!nrch, Fort O.con on eG April . 

on 7 Novom'bor- 1Ll61, n joint 013>od1t1on und<W Pl o1"f1oex

tupant and Eii'1go.dtt>r Oon.QrG.l T \'1 Shomati oa.p~ Bad oooup!.ed 

Port Ro7al . on no~ 2~th t.ho f!G!:lo force occupied TS'bee Io• 

lnnd at tbo ontrnnce of tbo GQvQnnah Ri'trer nbioh htld boon rooont

ly abandoned by tho Cont'cc1orcltea fo't' ftD.OOXlO ~. 

In thlo aroa bot1ioon Tyboo Islmld end l?ot1'1lnnd1na control t'/Qtl 

oxten.de<l b,- tho occupation ttith joint exvccUt1cmo of nddlt1onnl 

tl1noF PQ!Jitiona"and~tho o~t1on of moll naval voaool.s 1n the 

sounds and !nlnnd \mtoJm81D· 

on tho 9th or r.tn-oll tbo t1moly nrr1val of the llonit~ o.t 

lla:mpton Rotlda provontcd tho 1'111011'.lg of tho bloolm.do at tbllt point 

bS" the ContodcMto Staten Ship t:e,_,~o tn that h1etor10 cmgQGC• 

cent about vhich w aU krlow. 

In "'y Ooldaborough wao d1roctod to ~ ?lCCleUtm•o 

op0;int1on.o 1n tbo Po~, In oatnpl.!o:n.Ce ho sont ~07' 

John Rod{Jeiso \71th ·suitable voasol.e up tbO Jamon R1vor. Thooo 

vessels got no far aa Ilx'0\'161'3'' a Blutf' about a D.Uoa bel.Q'a Rich-
, 

• moud whore ~ found ob$truct1ono 1n tho r1votJ protcoted bJ- tho 

guna on the mun. Tho oh1p s could not procood f'Urthop 39 tho .. 
ohtpa' guno could not ele~to outtio1ently to reneh tho ~ suns 
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on the Bluff and oonaoquontl;y uoro unable to ovol'Ca:io tho r1vor 

obotruotiono tmdor fire.. T.bo o~odi t1on remained 1n the river 

until l!oOlellon 1tb:1X'e~ from tho Pcn1nm1l.a. t1c01o1lon1o in

ability to advo.noo i'ltan hio poo1t1on prevented h11:1 boo tnk11lg 

e.dvantaee of tho GU.ppol"t t.bo.t the cun boo.to m1aht bavo lltfordod. 

fts:1o \71ll not pcmit an 1nvoot18nt1on of tho dotoiled opOl'Q• 

t1ono that took place oQ tho Atlantic Coast 1n oarryiDS out the 

plans for 1nvaa1on tmd occupation of points thllt woUld 1nol'Onoe 

the effoct1VOD00B of tho blockride OpeJ'Attonn. Clliu'loeton \71lS not 

ontol'Cd by tho nnvy until its capture by Gen.ei'Ql \7.T. Sh.E>man 

late 1n tl:e wnr-, conaequ.ontly 1t nno nocoSGQry to Ddntain a 

toroo 0£ veoaolo conotantly ott that port. L1lto\71JJe \7i1m1ngton 

vao not closed until tho onpturo of Fort Msbo.I' by o. joint oxpo-

d1 t1on undor Porter and Terl'E on 15 JanunJ"Y 1865. This vtBe p0~ 

bQpa the noot tntol'ooting of' tho joint expeditions ao well aa 

oontainltl8 foo4 to:' t.hottgllt. 

Attor nn unsuocesalul £tret ntta:ipt by A'f!l!IY torcoo tmdol' 

General Butl$r and OOnoral t7o1t0el oupportod by Portor Uith torcoa 

fl"om the ?lorth Atlantic Blockad1ns Squadron, Grant sent Gonore.l 

Torry to oanctind. tho Arr:J:1 foreoo 1n a aoeond attu:lPt• Grant bnd 

not intended that 9.ttlel' ohould have iuxy active part 1n tho nfflll», 

flild 1 t tras pnrtioularly unfortunate ttiAt he did, ao prcv1ouo dit

fioult1eo bottroon hSm and Portor r osul ted ~ ti lack of cooperation 

"' 1n this undortnld.tl8 tbat mado 1 t n ta11uro . Grant• a ordorc to 

Torry u~ tbnt once aohcro ho trO'Uld not abandon the ecise until 
, .. 

tho Fort wno token. 



i 

• 

.... 

pl f~ th Army to land on the tlnnt1e s1d o 

tho o pe F P n!ns out of. or · una ot Port. 

vy a to bomba.N the Fcrt up· to the t ssault 

troop$,. d st;xto lo er if t t did. not ?id · or 

o tern e·c of Fort,. A part o th 

o to hold lino acros a to out o . Confedois-

nt nl.nnd. ~ el' :of tho t!*OOp 

On tho 1 th the bocb t o. d Continu 

night, and on the 15th unt11 tho Fort e C..apturod. Tho fit> 

VO't7 e otive. POl'tOX' bad 1seuG ~ peeial ordor CU. ct 

flrl g t tb .fl Wt - s t d tn tho f'irat att o - d 

to d1roet thoir f!.ro t tho ho tile • The pall :te 

t ned the u.bt l'li"'QD()Btl tox-pedo 1ro ~t. 

aa · lt be t 1550. The nav i~~""' toPcc nt~,.,.~..,d 

but e oon pul.o • ~ ~ c d ~ d~fense 

tato 1 

fl . t ~t!:IAM ... 

oentor ot ou OZ' 

~go of 

bl the 

ricall vu upon the 

to e:ffeot 

lode ont en our 1 t tb o tive1y 

Tho d t o .. o!nml tnnoQW.llY' d th th na: 1 land• 

tore offeot the l.odg ont desorib above nt tl 
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put up n despe~te resiatanee, and. it wae not uut11 aaoo t.ha.t tho 

lQat x-e~!ato.nce •ee overco:c.e. 

pULF COASi' gPEMpOUS 

WhG dit'forenoe in tlle .cond.1 tiono a;J.ong the OU1t eOQBt ft'cm 

tbo$e alctlt5 the Atl antic Coast ttoro only o. matteJ;' of do~. T'® 

oont1guration of the coast in pl.aoos Actuirod the smno typo ot 

minor blocko.do oporattono aa did tho Atlantic Coast. \'1enthe1' 

cOnd! t1ono, bouover-; war~ g~ly n.oro favorable 111 the ault. 

Pltlg OffiOOl'" D~O. FB1'1'o.gut W$ nppOinted to ocnmQDd of the 

Wos.t Gulf BloQkadins Squ~ on 9 JanuQ%11 l-862~ at \'1h.1ch tSme 

the. fomGr Gull Bloc)'.kad!ns Squ.aflron eom:nand r1no divided into an 

Bttat and neat ~ squa~on1 the t'"otniol' covol'~ the tolTite>ey 

from St.Andrewu Sq in t1ost Florida to Onpe CanaveJ'al on the Fn0.t 

oonot of Flor!dn, and th& latte~ ~ s·t.Andrews. Bay to tho Rio 

Gran(k) . 

The Wos~J,tn. ot tbcs.e tuo aZ'GaQ. 1rl.th the two !mportnnt p()MS 

of ?f$\V Ol'lotms and l~obUQ; ~ thf:l most dittioult to oovel'. There 

ls no dOubt but U'liat IPB.l'ragut•tt J-'eputnt1on for enorgy and abU1ty 

led to his selection :tor th!.$ CGmnand• 'l!h.o Seeretnr:r of the ltQ'U7 

Sn a letter· of 1notl'Qetlons dated ·25 Januan- 1869 directed h1ttL to 

reduce the 4ot'enso4l of Uow <>rloan8, take pooaeoa1cn of tho oity mid 

bold 1t, until relieved b1' t!lC AftlV# and to Nd.nee tbO dOf'enoos of 

t:ob1~ Bq end turn ~them 0-ver to tho /ir.tJs. Th.la satt1.e 1ettor (1num

ero.ted the v~o~ols that would oanpooo hio ooml'llond tll'd.oh 1nclud04 

a sQpaJ'ato ov8(\nlzatto~ ot v~sse1o refel'T'ed to as a tl.eot of 

bomb vessels undeiu the eomnnnd of Oommandor D ~. Portoi-. 
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AB the &bips o£ F~t•a now OQlXllllQnd reported tor duty they 
• 

were asee!?1bled e.t the SouthWest pnoc· o~ tho U1ss1sa1pp1 Delta 

• then taken to the head of tho Paasoa # a fent which, fol' tJ'anG • wao 

nothing los.t.J than ~lrable, t:Uld not aocomp11shbd w1 thcnlt 81"8Qt 

d.1fti0Ul tJ. At tho t1mo 0£ hio ~vnnee up th& rlvor tb1• f'o~e 
tVf!4 C~ "" 

consistod ot ~ sel'CW aloOPe. l aide \f!dl ,ntonmor, $ GC:rew cor-

·-

• 

.... 

. vottoa.o E1QUnting a total ot 154 euns-1 end tho bomb fleet abQ-ve 

referrod to, consisting of 20 ?;lOX'tnr $,OboOncra ~titl8 1 oortar 

each and .e gtinboats mount1na ttio gun4 onoh. About 20 miles abt)ve 

thG Pnt.tsea and ninety below llau Or1eans woro l?oitta Pb1.11p on tho 

1ort bDbk and Jackson on th~ r1Ght bank:1 sufU'd1n8 t.bo r!:ver ap• 
. . t "· proaoh t.o tbe city. \7hlle thono em-e ~tod n tctol. of 109 guns, 

56 0£ them Wll):re 24 poundero E11ld thG groo.ter put o-£ tho rema!nder 

vere. of cnl1 ned1.t'io caliber.. In ~11 t1Qn to tbe .foiata. thore wore 

4 'Veoselo of tho Confodo.rtlto Na"Y, a of tbo Stato of Lou1ail.\na.. 

and e belonsins to the R1ver Do.fenoe Fleot wbiob was appQl'Ontl,. 

undet- the CcnfedeitntCil Anttt• Juot bolott tho bond on ubich the 

Forte \'/Ore located tho r1vor was obotructed \11th a heavy raft ot 
loge and cbtJ.1ns~ and soverel aunken hillm~ 

On tho 1eth ot April. le62 th& J?od@al Fleet stanod movtne up 

Piver to~ the torte and anchored just bolov tham. m t h the 

mol'ttu' -eahoonors 1n cdvance and to®rd tho right bank. On the 

18th at 1000 the mortar ooh.Qoners opono(l .f1~ on Foi't Jackson 

and cont1nuod tho ~nt untJ.1 l.000. ~fort ropl1ed ?mt 
Qt 1'700 ceneod ti~tng, appnrentl7 due to fireo thnt were dOo~ 
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hot' c1ttid..G1 o.nd outhou.aea Md threaten1ns the magazine. ?Jortaw 

again bombnl'ded on 19th untll noon. then ~clng the ~lume b7 

contirnling tho fire \'dth one d!viBion at a. ttmo. Tbto ~t 

wao continued dally until tho a3rd,. At 0200:J the 24tb, Fe.rrasut 

Wlde o1~ for the fleet to aet undol.1'WQ' and at 0330 t.ho 1cnd1.!1S 

ehip of the van division pnssod ~ the obstru.6tion that hod 

boon opened aoveral oova befo~ bJ' l"IJll1'?$lg !.t '11th tho ttl.\8ca. 

Tho fleet fies organized in two d1vts1onts tonned !n Bins.le colUlllL 

It had bt>en 1n$tt-uctod that tho lemling d1v1o1on would ftro onlf' 

at thO starboard to:r>1: and the e9oond dlv1s1on at the po~ fort 

(FOrt Jaekson) but lt tJas not possible to follow th1s plon eaaot-

1y as there was SOt'1e minor contuston tn tbb tonna tton CQUSed -

tho d1tt1cUl~ 1n pa•otna the obQ.truot1oiUJ._ Dur1ns the po$snae 

or the tort-s ~ the float tM mortar boat.a kept up ~.i':' bdJJ.ba%'d

ment from belott the obstroctton hav1ns been d1reotod to l'Onlain 

th.ore. Dofore daf11Gbt all ot the fleet exoopt thrcte oE the 

mna.1ler gu.nbottts had paaa~d the forta m'ld tho operattcn was s. 

aucoeea. ThO CQnfad.era~ ~catu above t ho torte got into tho 

action but b-G!ns unequal to their £00 WOl'O doatroyed by the tleot, 

except the Louaiann, an 1ronala.d1 the t!cRae1 Det'ifl.nce and - ti-ans-

Pol't· 
About fi-v& dles nbove ~ .forte at Qua!'ant!ne tho .f'lcet 

anchored £o'I!' tho daJ • ~VinG 2 e.imboa ts horo to pro toot tho land.• 

-. ins of eyoopa ~ Quo.ro.ntioo Bayou, tbe'y prooocaded ne;ct moim1og 

tG the city ®el'e the7 anchored at noon and reoei~ed the surrender 
·~ 

of the city fi'iom th& ma<yor. All Con.fedol'Q.te troops had been wt~ 
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dre.wn. Th01 found thb ci ty 1n sront oontua1on. Alons the levooo 

coal. cottonnnd sh1pp1ng including tho untimabod ironol.ed lf1as1s

a1pp1 were Qbltse cenac!.ng tho safe~J of tbe neot 1 tsolf. 

Porter rcmotned 1n carrmnnd below th& torts, continued his 

bombo.I'dxnont, and on tho 28th reooiV-Od tho1r S'lU'X'endOl'. on l4tly lat 

oonero.l Butler d!'ivod and the oit.-y end 1to dotensoa were tuftled 

ovor to him. 

The capture ot N$1' OX-1.oana may htlve boon timely .for prevent

ing rocoanlt1<Xl of tho Confedaraoy by IiTenee. 

tJOBILE 

It vas not until the tNl:clOX' of lSG4 that Pnrra.gut trae iib1o 

to C&rr'1 out hio 1natruct!ons to roduco the defonoca of J!obUe . 

At tbat t1mo be received assuro.ncoe that Arrrrs t orooo vou1d. be 

availablo to e.soiet b1m and ho made hio pl.Aaut tor tJlo attack. I t 

appeQX'D ft'Otl a lottor fi'Cm f.!ajo~ Gonot'al CBnby, c~ tho 

Federal D1v1e1on of \'lest fl1aa1stU.pp1, to jor Oen.era! Grwl6oz.> 

dos!Gnatod to oor;pan4 tho troops thnt WOX'e to aae1st ~gut 

tbBt the Army had no other obJeottvo :tn view at ?l'.obtlc than to 

aoo1at the IJnvg in tQ.ld.ng and hold!ne the forts. 

To\7$1'd tho end of J't1l.1 Farreeut began to asocnibl.e his force 

f or the attack. Tbo do-,teneos of I!ob11c consisted of Fort !!Organ 

on f!obile Point on the Eastern aide of the t!llin ChamlelJ Fort 

Oainoa on Dauphin I olGnd on the iIOtJtem e1do ot tho channel; and 

Fort Powell at Grant' s Paso~ enotl er and tho doopcet but narrowest 

ot thG ontr o.nce obllnnols. Th.Geo tbreo .forta woro ap~tol.U 
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in o line south by East and about two Diles apal't. Fo:rt ~ 

mounted 40 gano about halt ot trh1ob woro h®VV a%1d mo(JJ.um caJ.1bor; 

Fort Oainos m IJ'.UlO, mostly of llGht oal.1bor. By staying oloso 

to tho guno of Fo~ t1orgen tho ehlpo Wf.tl."O boyond ranco ot the 

suno of Fort l;ainos. NL\val. foroos aupporttna the Forts wox-o, 

the Contedcrate r~ Tonneoooe1 probably tho moot powertul ahip 

built in the Contedoraov, m.Q'lmtit.\3 su mod1~ callbor guns; and 

threo gunboats mounting a total of '1 h~ and 9 11ght guna. In 

addition thoil<i \7Gl'G a fetJ other iJ'onclado noe.J$ tho city \7h1ch did 

not partic1J)tlto 1n tho ~eoont nnd were of no consequoneo. 

Fl'Otl Dauphin t aland tomll'd Port !:.organ thcl'S wo.o c pllo obstruc .. 

t1on and whel'e the piling omiod thoro ws n triple 11110 of to~ 

pedoGs aoror.io tJbe obmm&l to & rod b~ Ba6 -yurdo :from Port t:Qr• 

·gan. ~o.sut•s 11ttao~ t'orco on the main forts oons1stod or 

4 rion!to~. 'l ocrov sloops, 3 aldo WhOQ doublo ondero, 4 sorett 

gunboatB mount1n6 a tot&! ot 159 @mB pr1nc1pall~ of lleClVJ cali

ber but all ohlpo other then tho monitors woro wooden. He al.no 

employed fivo $mall vosselo t,o erlGUfSe Fort Povo11 dur1n(:; tho 

t"l.oot•e paooage of the ca1n f'ol-ts but these did not fiS\lre 1n Gnil 

othlr action. 

F8ft'OgUt bad an undorat~ \11th Gonet'&l Ol'Clnger that the 

troops sbOUld 1aM on DaUpbin Island on 4 Ansust QD.d 1nveot Fol't 

Gaines uh1le tho Fleot pa.aood Fort ~vsan at tho Game time but ns 

acne of the veosolo woro late 1n nrt"1v1ng FQI't'QSUt was unablo to 

keop b1s part of the ~eznent. Th!o c1rcucet.c.nco whUo ~!tat

lr.>g to F1Un1agut turnod out advantnseously becauao Fo~ Gatnoa wao 
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130 as (!he app~achod the tos-pedo lino tbotJGbt aho csnu torpedooa 

ahead stopped and backed., ntOmbntar:tly 6austns groat oon.tuaion at 

the head of tho Uno~ eotting hO:r&elf oxposod ~o ci rald.ng firo 

gram tbO fortr O(lU.ding the Hai•ttottd to paoo the red~ to stm:-

bcord• fo:rtunatoly td.tbaut dtltl¥1go1 e.Dd neo.r).y eollidlrJG with tho 

Rlcbmond. About tb!.a title tho Rlcb:nond ttWnB so that hor broe.4-

a1do could boar on tht) to~ vhlob d.rovo tho dofcn.dero ntta7 tn;c 

theil' guno and coveJ'Cd tho Blti.ult1on until ol'der c(1l1].d bo 'f'cotorod 

1n the line. 

Ao tho HfUlt.f ol'd passed ovor the line of toJJpodooo sho re

oei ved n raldng !'iro hom tho enainy sunboato o.Dd surtoroc1 ~t 

loeo of peroonnol to~. Tho 'l'onneasoe thon nttunptod to Pl:'ltl 

but the HElxitford avoided 1t. The TenneoaQO th.on foll017Gd the 

Enrtt'ol"d. nOTt about a tllle han hort other ohf.po. Although {l1lin• 

~ tho Tcnnoaeeo ahondonod tho obnoo after a t~o and l'Oturnod to 

tho root of tho tloct pasaltl£) doTnl t ho t'lholo line nt thou.ti sortouo 

d~, tillOUy ttml<11taa ovor noa,_. tho fbx-t . Tho f1oot emplotod 

~soap ~ t..bo foitt fl114 .anO!'..orod 1n Cob.I.le Bay out of ~ of 

1:ho :torts' sunG• Hardly had th1a 'bGon acoanpllohed when tho ~on

nosseo l18.G obael'VCd atnnd'!ng out tro:c Fort n>rG&n t~ tho i'loot. 

f.l'he float got undomq to moet thO o.ttacl:. 1his aovo on the part 

of tllo Tennoooeo'o cQiTltlQ.Dd.ol' aoe::lo to llnv<) boen £oolha.rtly. ni 

ap1to of bio protective am.or it bot'dl.U Beano ~bl~ th.ct 

·. he oould have ozpootQ4 to o'tloroane tho EJUporiol'1 ey oppc>sod to 

hhn. Ho uao cel'1ouoly damogod by being rm:xmod tivo t1nQa, and 
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badly pounded by guntiro ftnully l oo1ng control tbrou.8h da.mtlae 

to his oteortns goar, vheroupon ho nurro!ldorod, In tho i!10Gm1hilo 

the other sun,bollts bad bean nttackcd b1 tlw fleet vith the ~ault 

that ono surronderod, one wo so badly cl!onblod oho t7as des~ 

by 1181' c%'etl, and ono oscapcd to t!obile 11t n1gbt after t.aldns 

tG::lpOl'ar:I oholtw under tho £oJ't. POl't Ba11.len SUl'l'Ootlored en 

tha Gth but Poi-t t:oruan re.fUoed to do ~. Tho Pin:J.y forcos \?Oro 

tbon movod to ~ob1lo Foint and on tho 22nd tho invoettiont of 

Pen ~rgan beam. On tho cal'd t t ou~WQd. ttob1lo uas nott 

clc ood ao a port for bloolto.dc 1'lll11lora but tho .AnrrJ could not 

sparO tho ndd1 tlonal tcrceo roqu1rod for tbQ. rodUction of tbo 

o1ty untU tho following SPI'inS• 
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Aft the fall of ort Henry ·o gun boats of the tlot1Ua 

proceed d ~ the Tenn ea Rive» t as oel Shoal in 

.- ~a.bamt.i d stroying the Ohio -rallroa4 br1ds aoroa 

·. 

the Tenne aoe, large quantltle or suppli , e vel'al Contetare.t 

o st th population of th country• 

i • 

It 1as Grant*e doaire te proce d iat ly to the attack ot 

Fort Don l on b ar it could r nrorcad or it dot n s ot ~ 

1ee strenethen 4. t'he 1sdom of th1 pl n is apparent 1n that 

had h been able to do ao he t1ould h v made bi attack pri.or 

to the arr1 l of the 14,000 dd1t1oneil troops s nt to i'eentorce 

it , the la t of which lved on Fabru ry ).3th. gain Gr nt as 

del by the condition ot tho road&a and the nee esit.y tor th 

boats; ~ioh h telt tJra ortant to thG sucoes ot ~ 

undertald.ng 1 to return d the Te and c up the UU&l~ 

an.While r pa~ to d e l.'eoe1 d dU'!.'1118 the attack 

on ort Henry. It as therafape J'ebw · y· ),.2th before Grant oould 

t Up b.1 position on th h1Sh giaoUbd or a ort Donel on , 

t ort Henry, he plannoo to :walt the r ductlon of th f01't 

by th boat ore t;tac tb troo • 

On 13 th O•ond 1 t ~ ll th tort fro bout 

3000 1ara.s for 6 hours-

:t l 0-0 on 14 bru y the bo t r1ot1lla O.P ned tir on 

rt Donel on at bout 2000 d closi to &00, th 400 but 

- dtbout fl.utii !J~ ou.coes t t 1J1St tb ir ftOl't t Fort H y. 

wt Doneleon on h1sb srotuld ich V th 

r orable poeltion tor fir! on, th gun bo t f1otlll 
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made them a 41tt1oult target tor the suns of the tlot1Uo.. The 

heisht of the vrater batte:rlea caused tho shells to strike sloplq 

armor at right aneies • t1tl41nG Q«n¥ weak points• but the punish-

.· inent taken by the flotilla was more eeveite than at Henry. \t 

1630 two of tho sun bents. the st. Louis and the Lou1srllle. bed 

their steering goer 4amaged to en extent that ma4e them 1mmanage

c.ble and they drltto4 helplessly down the river. Loss of their 

support f oroed the remainder of the f lot11la tQ retire to Oa!ro 

tor repairs \'11tbout having 4amage4 the Confederate batteries. 

·. 

-

This situation left Grent without the support Of the SUD 

boat flotilla. But his further aot1on wa& not left to h1e 

ln1t1at1w beoause the Qontede»ates tear1Il8 the poseibl.o consequenoec 

:l.t the fletUl.a J'eturned to the o.ttaok dooided to o.bandon tho tort. 

'?his surprise action forced Grent • o hand, ma:aentarlly areat:lng a 

certain amount of contusion and d~izat1on amolJ6 his troops. 

Bel1ev1DG that tho Conf'edsratoe h.84 a st;ronger and more etr1e1ent 

taroe ~han they d1d ba'Vet he felt that 'thG demoralization or his 

troops would be gioeatl¥ :Po11eve4 lt the gun boats putnin their 

appearance ovan tho'1gh they were unable to take an erteotive put 

1n the action. Grant's evaluation of the etteotiveneee of th18 

f'lotUla is indicated in his note to i'oote en the mornlnc of 15 

Februal7 1n wh1oh he ea1dt "It nl.l the GU1t boato that ~. will 

lmme41ately make their e.ppaaranoe to the en~1 it m!1 secure us 

a v1ctory. Otherw:tse all mai be defeated.• .. - It the gun boats 

do not show the:iselves it will reassuro the etl81D1' and still 

further del?l01'al1ze our troops - - - I do not axpeot the 8\111 

boats to go into action, but to moke appearance and to tbl'OW a 

tow Dhells at long range." 
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Tbl8 et:ratesio ponetr8t1on on tbe pan ot orant caused Johnson, 

to retbo fkat to Nash't'.S.Ue 1 to pavent his COl!lliIUniootlons bo1ng 

• cur 1n Ids re~ by the adTance of Union fOl'Ces up the Cum~lan4 

R1vo:r , and then to Ut.lrfreesboro. Buell \ban oooup1o4 Hash"11le on 

24 Fe br'1ary. 

-· 

9J>erat1ons at·lsland no. 10, 

Aft@ the tall ot Forte HeDrlJ on4 Donel.eon and the taUlllg 

beck ot the Ooxat"e4aato 81'tl7 to NashvUle end J.Turtroesboro1 

Ool\Jtlbus was no longer tenab1.e tor Oonte4o:rate torcea. They 

evacuated, movbg their w4nanoe to Island No. 10, looatea ma 

bend 1n tbe riv~ ~"8t below B1otmwi? Its poaitlon with relation 

to thG 'been 1n wbleb. it t188 1ooate4 and. the bend nt Now !&441'14 1a 

Shovm on tho allde. The Contodcratee depended on thia as their 

Northoro outpost to bl.oak paesase 4own the river, beoa\ISe its . 

1eolatlcm pre'YeDted 1t troll being roa4lly attacked. General Pope 

Who had seized lle\v J.!adrldt wa., unable to set aorose tho river to 

a pos1 tt,on whero he o Clt1ld leola.te Island No. 10 • because ho oou.ld 

sot no tratlSJ)orte below the fortiti-.tions. e1J4 ursed Halleck to sen~ 

him 8'Ul bOats to enable him to set aoroae. · Ten 48l'S later, on 

r:ay 15th, tbe iron o1a4s and sun boats a:fl)eared bUt roote declined 

to attaok the f o:rt1t1oatione at olose :t-ange io.asmuoh as be wae 

attc.ck1llg down stronm e1oh in the event of' aertous 1n3ury to bis 

wesela woul.4 ha.ft oaused them to ctrltt poet the forts end entClll 

their lose. Pooto thought tho-t tbe advance of the .AJ!tIW tbro~ 

Tennessee ~ul.d render the place u.n'Mmable an4 4'olbed to ran 

serious i-1alm wi tbOut 3ust1t1ablo oauoe • henoe ho oont111U9d 
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banba:idmont et long range tor a month. tJ!llle tho A1!'lq out a 

oanal. f'J.-an the Mteeotml sido • u ln41oa~e4 by 'he slide• which 

a110WQ4 transports to peas beloa tho batte les \1blle avo141JlG 

them. 
' When this oanal ha4 beefl canpleted, :roo"te "ioldna that the 

time had coae to aselst the ~ across the river sent ~wo ~n 

olsde past the 'batteries at nleht wt.th.out- ln~Ul'f, this We.IS fOllowed 

by a ser1ea ot suoh pasaages. Tho running ot theoe batteries as weU 
. H~ 

as those at Bev OJ:loans and Mobile - so suooesstul and so 11?1-

po..rtont that there 1p a prnclent optnion that When eh1ps oppose 

fQ'rtO 'they IZNDt. run lty than, but a baety aoceptanoe or tb.1s 

principle 1s danserous. On eury oooae1<m that 't'essols r 8Jl pa.St 

our torts 1n the 01vU l1er they always had one of two obJeotives 

to aooanplish, namely, to out the comtmn1cat1one ot tho enemy, or 

to extend t.b.Qse of theu cooperating A1!fl.t1• In all prolonpd 

operat1ono eh1po whleh undertook theoo operations o1ther pi-e

servoct their own oommunioatlons or epeedllF o.penad a new line 

with tho ho1p at the ooGpOrat1ns ~. 'l!hus the orltarlon by 

Which to Judge a prc»>osal to baiie ships run past botter1es ls to 

ask ho\T tbe move will etfoot "Wie oouunnni cations ot ell parties. 

It the:\'o 1.s no relative obange 1n the commtuaS.oat1ons ot the two 

cpponents, the operation le 3\1.Stttlea only,~µ a• all, bJ' 'YeJty 

exoopt!onal oucumatances. )t~cguts tbati run past V1cksbUJIG 

aoCOt:ipliehed nothing~ 

BnTint; suoo setully i>aseed I sland Ro. 101 t he gun boats and 

iron cl.ab, promptl)' silenced the gwis of the ene=lJ' on the banks 
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ot tbe·1'iver en4 oo.erod the psesaso ot the la!rq., 'l"he orosslng ot 

tho A'ltf1q oaueed the enemy to eva.ouate hSs poa1tlon on tho mainland 

and since tho cmly route of retroat trcm Island No. 10 wa.e hold bJ' 

Popa, the prrison ot the island aurrendel'ed to roote. 

Having opened tho river up tb1s t~ the flotilla moved doun 

to FOl't PU lov • tho next 1210st important pos1t1on on the rt var t 

ontertatnt.ne the tort dally with a 11.sht bcmbai-Clment a.n4 engaging 

a Oonttederate tl~llla once suooesstul.ly whUe awaitlns the advance 

ot the army throUS}l Tennessee. When the ArtJJf/ eelzed Corinth lt 

tb:reatoned to isolate item.phis and its defensive works• so Fort 

Pillcm was abandoned followed by the ~nder at 1Jeml'h1a on June 6t1: 

the river wee now opened as tar South as V1oksburg. 

The Navy DopCU'tment was VerT anzious to have Farra~ •s toroe 

advance up the r!~ and ~oin the river tlotUle. This plan was not 

approved by J'ar%'86Ut booause tirst be felt that the re4eral troops 

present ot New Orleans was no mat9e then autrtolent to genloon the 

olt1'J seocmd b.o belle'fed that even thovsb bis sh1JS \70h oapable 

ot reaebine VickeburBa 400 miles up tho 1-S.ver. 1t would be Im- · 

possible to maintain a line of oommun1oat1ona without thO ccmneot1ng 

points aions tbe rs.var being m 14 bJ' the J'edoral A1'f'Jq. In ab.Ont 

auoh an operation would 1t0t eeate a more favorable m111~ 

situation. 1t suooeeetul, and mSght result m e. 1ess t avorablo ono. 

Botwithsto.nd1ng J'erragut•s objections he °flas di»eoted to OEUTY out 

the operation end en JUno 2e, 18oa • ran by ~ batteeles at 

Vleks~. Vicksburg, lt will bo remembered* bad bluffs rSebt at 

the river's bank 200 toet high and it wae tmposalble t~ the ships 
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to a11~noe batteries et this elevation as bad boon done ot Fort 

Hanry. Consequent1J' F83:'ragut was forced to w1 thilrQW without 

aooomp11shlns anythinch botOS'e hia ahlps would bo caught b~ the 

t'ell111g water. In thio operation he hnd suooeedod 111 ~oinlng with 

the Woetern n1ver Flotilla. based on the 'UJPOl' r1~1 but he con

·tributed nothing which would improve the mUltar;r e1tu.at1on for 

the trn1on Farces. 

£1rst Attcme ,>,son1• v1okoma. 
':he Confederates lla4 now loat the omtro1 ot the M1ss1os1pp1 

f'r<n VickSbm-g mrth, and at lta mouth at New <>rleans. ln ol'dar 

to maintain oommunicatlans bet\1een the Conte4erate territorv Wes~ 

and Eaot of the Jt1vor, lt wao necessary to retain control over sc:mr.e 

or all ot tbat portion ot the river whioh remained in thell' bandS • 

Tl\e1 4ecl4e4 to oonoentro.te thetr ef'fol"te on the stretob of about 

200 miles between Vicksburg and Port Hudson lncludills the mouth 

ot the Rod River. V1eksblirg was important because t ho only r a il• 

way connection to Ooutedorato torrltory Wost of the river ,.,as at 

V10kSburs. Heavy tortificatt.ons were eete.blS.shed by the Contod• 

ersteD a t Viokaburg and Part BudSon and tho Federal& assembled 

great umiee at t ho end of the line to subdue thsm. Grant d1d 

not te~l strong enough to bQG1n en advance against the oommun!· 

ont1ona with the weot through VS.oksburg, guarded by PcmbO'rton•e 

~, until uovmbel9 1862. Hin plan oontemplate483olnt expedition 

un4er General Sheman d~vn the HissS.eolppl r1'901' t:rom ~hie l7bile 

hO, Grant, tbreatoned a ~t a1®S tho r aUwa7 line, holdln8 

Paberton.ts tleld armir as tar away from V1okstrurg as pose1ble~ 

nevG'll' to loso touohw1th it and to olooe on tho olty shou14 
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Pemberton go there. 

Sherman an-1vac1 at Memphis on neoomber 12th. organized hie 

01"lDY expeM.tto.nary force,, and with tho nnnl torcos under Portor, 

who now oonrnnnded tbe Western Plotllla starte4 on December 2oth. 

Sherman's plan wao to aurpr1ee the enemy by a rapid docent ot tho 

Ciesieeippi• to enter the Yazoo and eu,pparted by the sun boats~ to 

aot a position on tho blutte ~beast of Vicksburg, vmilo Grant 

oooupiod the field 61'07 as prev10US17 mentioned. Bu.'t Grant lost 

his raUWQJ" oom::nmicatlono by a r ald end waa obliged to tall baok 

betoro s~ lo.ndec!. Bis or1g1nol lbn having t eUod, ho returned 

to Memphla to eventu.al.17 prooee4 down the river and Join Sherman. 

Shorman•e Qtta-Ok\7ae UDSUC)oesotul becauso Halnes Blutt had been 

reentcrood by the flelcl army ot Pamberton, released by orunt'e 
\"\' f 

withdrawal andl\beyond supporttng range of tho BtlJl boat artllloey, 

It was Smposslble-to remain ions in tho enoappment al ong the river 

bank because ot tho poseibtlity -of it being submerged by any rise 

1n the r1 ver, so Sherman' o troops reembarked. A r iso in the river 

maklng another lan4lng tempGl'erUy impossible 1n that v1C1ll1ty, aDd 

no ordore bav1ng been received i-or turthbr c>per t1ons, the oxpo

dl1;ion up tho Yazoo was given up tor the ttmo bo1DS • 

.ArJwi!as ?t?st. 
In the course ot th.ls ezpedlt1on a tranapo:rt or two be.cl been 

lost near tbo ~ Rlver and attont1on was invited to the 

Oontederate tor,U1oat1ons wb.S.cb bad been constructed at .l\!'lransas 

Post on the kanoas r1veit a fem miles ft'an ~ Mlss1ao1pp1 where 

1t was able to conU<>l both ot thun \'11.th little dUficulty. Sherman 
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believe tbat the only praoticable rout a ainst Vickabur as 

by ri"lor nd th t t c pture of :.r ns Post :re n ssary 

prolim!na:ty to futve o r tion of th1 k ind, cClornand • Who 

had -anwnil super e4 4 her d of tbo 41t1oQ, 

ed. 1th Sherman and Port t "this 

ly tho 3olnt fore prec e4 d up th .Arkansas Rl 'Ver and 

tter two de.y had oa.ptured th post, Thia action as xo llent 

d onstr Uon of cooper ti.on betw n the y and Ti vo.l forces. 

Th un boat ole 4 a.bout 3000 men d tending sane lor1or 

arks iilioh c an 1dero.bl7 Short n d the 11n ot advrmoe of• th 

Fodsr troops perm1ttlng th to t their pos1tiono opposite 
t N 1'J NQ (.:, Q/lt 1'H [ i 

line of rifle pits 1n the re of' the fort f liato an imp osable 

~amp. /hen troop rore in pos1 tlon tb boats open d a be vy 

fir on the forts mitt e of th minor· craft to p ea 1t 

and th out ott poe 1blo retre t of t Oonfedorato troops 

oros the river. t tb end Of two hours the iron clad he.d 

11 noed the 8'1l1 op a4 to th but the ee still 3000 

yard from the ntrenobments and un blo to advance. Porter 

thereupon r b~!ted on hie fl :l.p one otlon 'tr tho bri d 

th t had n landed on the Qpposito sido of tho rl r and 1 :ld 

hio hip o. al th tort th th in pt1on of a oa.ult1 tr 

t river s!do, but t t in t t ot do ins o, hi te fl.a er 

r 1 od 1n the forts nd a.lens the lin and Portor hims lf reoo1v d 

' t surr der of the to.rt. 

-· 
In tbl o ration ' btlv · th c,......,,....,.ee of that r1blcn occurr d 

at Island I o .. lOli .:t !lrkans Post the ves els ich p seed th 

torts COJIJ.Plet 1ts inveatment ond pre\fent d any ps 1b111ty of 
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oaoe. • Wberoaa t I land lo. 10 t of th ah1 bl d 

th r'/111 to eo . pl t the inv '• Tb.ls operet1on 
.. · und 1thout any order t"rom h!gher authority o!ld a 1"1n ly. 

though not ln1t1ally, pproVi d by Grant. It reoult in th 

enauri tb tre d . ot o unicatlo th North in ub o-

quent o r tion inst Vie bur • 

·, 

.. 
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CONTROL OF '1'ltE MISSISSIPPI PASSES TO FEDERALS 

After the cap~ of ARKANSAS POST the Fadei-al twces return

ed to VIOKSBUBG 1n Januaey 1862. The ~ino1pal part Qt the Flo

tilla was \'11th the A't!1!!1 at VICKSBURG, although soma ot itt:S '\Ulits 

w&?'e pQt1'0l11ng North ot this point, maintaining tho line of com

munications open for the Fodel'al forces. 

Grant eonsidei-ed approaching VICKSBURG from the south by 

u:arch1ng his troopa down the WEST bank ot the Rivest, at \'lbteh tirae 

he wrote to Porter, "It looks to mo, ~dmiral, as a matte?' ot vast 

1mportance that one or two vessels should be put below VICKSBURG, 

both to cut ort the onemy•s intercourse with the West bank or t.he 

river entit-ely, tlDd to 1nstll'e landing on the ~st bank by our 

fo~oes if wanted". Porter agl'Oed to this suggeat1on "1th the 

quallfioat1on that Grant •e decision should be final as boats 

paasins d~vn the river could not return against the current am ' 

u.tid&r tire. 

In accordance with this p1an Pol'tel' sent two gunboats past 

tho VICKSBURG battorien in Pebrw'U'1 but they WOPe soon a:ttert1at'd 

destroyQd by a CONFEDERATE flotilla. About this time b~ragut 

decided. 1t was necessal'Y for his lal'ge eh1ps to come up the river 

and give the Arfir8 support f'rom the South which the River Flotilla 

was unable to provide. Accordingly on 14 ~ch ho attempted to 

pas$ the batteries at Fort Hudson and vas auccesatul 1n getting 

his mm and one othe~ eh1p past; tbe others being driven back. 

This partial success however ouooeedod in clos.1ng the RED RIVER 

and denyins to the Confederates control of any part ot the r1ver 

although it did not yet give the North control. 
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After two attempts to approtich the clty tram the North, 

Grant finally adopted his plan ot D'JEU'ohin~ down the right bank 

a1ld approaehlns the e1ty tro:m the 'louth. Accordingly Porter cont 

the Flotilla past the VICKSBURG batteries on 18 Apr-11, and Grant 

marched to NEW CAMHAGE. The Flotilla reconnoitered tho batteries 

at ORAlID GULF and t1nd1ng them too strong for the Plot1 lla to sup• 

port a crossing ot the A'l."r!t1 at that ptint, Grant moved 1"artbsr 

South to a point about oppoo1te BRTJIUSBURG. At th1B po1nt the 

A1!r.f1 supported by tho naval forces, croosed the river on A~il 30, 

pi-oceeded Northeast to JACKSON and then West ago.in to VICKSBURG, 

investing 1t froc tho rear and 1ntel'p0s1ng betveen ib and the oup

portlng Contcde~ato t1$1d Cll'll!Y'· Th<t Flotilla supported the tlenka 

of the Fed.oral A1'1.'!fY and completed the inveotment on the \Vest. It 

even suppl.led one battel'f to eaeh of the thl'oe ~ Corps to remedy 

a deticiency 1n Art.rJ1 siege guns. 

VICKSBURG surrendered on ~ July 1862, followed 1mmed1atel7 bf 
the sur;pendor of li'ORT HUDSON wh!Oh had been under s1ese by General 

Banke. With the surrender of these two positions control ot tho 

MISSISSIPPI po.aoed into the heds ot the Fedoral troops, and the 

future work of the Flotilla was one of ma1nta1n1ng control in co

opezaation w1 th the Arzq. 

thf.\t 

In reviewing t heso operations on the MISSISSIPPI 1t is noted 

(a) the Flotilla enpged tho heaviest land batterios with 

SUCC884J 

(b) the Confederato naval forces opposlns them WGI'e never 

ouperiol' or equal in strength to the Federal naval 

toroeas 
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(c) the Flotilla kept open the river in roar of the Umy 

thus keeping a line of communicat1ona open fo?' them; 

( d) tho Arrq assured a secure baoe f'w the oporo.t1ons of 

the PlctillaJ 

(e) tho mutual understanding of the pPOpGr sphorea of ac .. 

t1v1ty and the capab111t1eG o~ the Army a.nd Naval 

fOl'eee by G~ant, Portor, alld Poote placed the naval 

forces as effectually UJlder Grnnt ' e contr.ol as tbbugb 

they hn4 been placed Under Ms command. 

CR2ISER 0PERA'!'l0NS. 

The oruiaer o:pe:Pat1ons of the Cotlf't;ldeMe7 had no direct 

bearing on the final results of the war, but they ci1d cause an 

important f inancia1 loss to the North. Desideo tho loss caused 

by the• destl'U"tion and capture ot ships and oo.rgo they indirectly 

oaused 

(a) tho transfer ot OVOP 800 1 000 tons of American shipping 

to neutl'G.l t1asa, 

(b) dtveraton of e&X'I'ying tttade to foreign vessels, abi 

(c) 1ncx-ease4 \'781' insuranoe prerd.ums, 

Anothal' effect was the diversion ot oome .f'lftJ oit more Foderal war• 

&hips btom blockade or other duty. which number waa at som& time 

or other engageO, in ohns1ng those cruisers. It 1s intol'&sting to 

note that ot the $11.000.000 damages claimed bofO!'e the GENEVA 

0~1ss1one?fat all but $4.ooo,ooo \'JaS done by the Contedei-o.te 

oru1aera AUBA!i!A am SBE'NABDOAB. 

Tho moat spectaculaJ.' and the moat succes&f'ul or these cruisers 

tram a naval point or v1ew was the ALABAMA Ullder the command of 
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Rear Admiral Semmes. 'I'hls ship, which began 1t$ career as o raider 

at the AZORES in August 1862, operated continuously until destroy-ed 

b7 its tamoua battle with the KEARSARGE ott CBBRBOURG on 19 June 

1864. senm:es had bad preliminary expor-ienoe 1n cruiser wa.x-faro 

while in ootrmuu1 ot the SU'f'TER and he turned tb1 s expe:t'ionco to 

hie great advantage . His auooess may be said to have been prin

cipally due to 

(a) proper aoleot1on of CoITcot otrateg1e pointo on tho 

tttade routes, 

(b) cn:rtof'ul Qolculation ot the time required for nows ot 

his operations in any one locality to ~each the 

United Staten a%11 to:rt Union ~ships to GUbsequently 

reach thnt area; 

(o) ~quent movemont to new arcao of operation 11b.1ch were 

not infrequently \?idely separated, 

(d) oorroot selection ot rer:iote and oboo~e t.nohorogea tor 

ovorhaul and ttepa1r periods . 

gotmLUSIO!l 

'l'he original objective ot the North, 0011ta1~ ot tlw south. 

ne persistently pursued to a suocesatul conclusion. The pi-eaaure 

1t efteated on the South was the governing oontr1but1on to the 

Dottthern victory. 

\'11thout aeapowor that comt'..anded the sea, this objootive could 

not have been aoeompliahed. 

Unquestionably, initial oomxr.and ot the sea by the Noi-th greatly 

expedited the accomplishment ot this plan, but not without a gPeat 

deal of avoidable del.a7 through lnck of foresight 1n providing vea-
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