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1. IiT~ODUCTION 

Presentation delivered by 
Colonel c.H. Wright, Inf ., U.S.A. 
3- February, 1938 

· THE CIVIL UAR • 

In attempting to review in the short period availa0 le so 

com;rehensive a subject as the Civil 1'!ar, many details must be 

- omitted and the more important operations must be presented from 

the broad viewpoint of the ir e ff ect on the objectives of the 

Ou ) Osing forces and governments as a whole. Bearing this in 

mind, vrn will endeavor to pre s er!t as concisely as practicable 

the principal strategic plans and operations and their effect 

on the final outcome of t irn war; prefaced by a brief consid-

eration of the causes of t :1e war, a comuarati ve study of such 

vital factors as political objectives and economic and mil i tary 
.. 

r e sources, and a short descri 1tion of the theater of rrar • 

• 
2. CAUSLS 

The principal causes of the Civil 1far fall under two _;en-

eral heads; namely, political and economic. 

The most important political factor was bas ed on a conflict 

in interpretation of the Constitution of the United States virhich 

confl j_c t had existed almost from the very date of its adoption. 

In the South, it was contended that the Union was a collection 

of small nations, each having the right to secede at any t11r.e 

• i f it chose to do so, This ·J0lief had not always been confined 

to t i1e South, but, at the time of the Civil '"Tar, generally 

: s peal{ing, in the North, the Union was considere d as sovereign; 

each State being a part thereof nnd without the right to secede. 



• 

• 

• 

• .. 

, .. 

3461-1647 
2-5-3~ -2-

It is unnecessary to onlarce on this subject in this review 

other than to give one illustration of tho differences in be-

lief. !:\opes, in 11 Tho .s tory of tho Civil --:ar 11 , illustrates vrhat 

he means in his discussion of this subject by culling attention 

to t ho fact tha t tho State hold n totally different place in 

the political thought of the 3outh from that whichi~ccupicd in 

the I ort1i.. Quoting; 11 i -r. Troscot, Assistant Secretary of State 

in : r. Buchanan's administration, in his account of thu discus-
. 

sions i n thu Cabinet in the autlllim of 1860, giv~ s a forcible 

picture of tho fundamuntnl difference when he is doscribin~ the 

position of his immodiv..to c~i. ic f, Gonoro.l Cass, Socrotary of 

St8.tO: 1 Eot r e cognizing any ri;;li.t in a State to secede exc ept 

as n r evolutionary measure, ho rrould have resisted the attowpt 

a.t tho communc omont, and, o.s t~1._, svrorn officer of tho United 

Stut es, he vould have done his utmost to pres e rve its int0gr1tyt 

I speak to Cobb, 1 ho '!rould sc..y 1 , and ho tolls mo ho is a Joor-

:, ic.n; to Floyd, nnd he t o lls L'lv ho is a Virginian; to you,.. 

and you toll me you arc u Cnrolinio..n. I run not a I:ichiGandor; 

I am n citizen of the Unit 0d Sta.tes' '. 

Tho economic fo.ctors i:rh ich contributed to tho c c.us e s of tho 

wc..r were too numerous ru1d too complicatc.,d to b o considered in 

d e tail in this pres entation. Pvrhups, tho principal one s can 

b e st b e sUl'JUi1oa. up by quoting from Hondorson 1 s 11 Stonownll Jack-

son 11 : i'Tho South wo.s pure l y o.0riculturo.l; tho most pros1;>orous 

nc.rt of th Forth vms purely industriD.l. x x x Dive r gent int er-

csts demanded different fiscal troathlont. Tho cotton and tobnc-

co of tho South, m•:r;i..-polising thl- markets of tho r10rld, asked 
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for :i;.,roo trade. Tho mn.nufacturors of No"r En3lnnd, struge;ling 

a ge.inst foreign competition, •.'Tero strong protoctionists, and 

t '1.oy wore powerful enough to enforce thGir vrill in tho sho.pc 

of on 0:9pressivo ta.riff. Thus tl:.. c planters of Virginio. po.id 

hi ~h prices in order tha"i mills might flourish in Con:-:.octicut; 

c.n.d the sovereign sto.tos of tho South, to their ovrn detrim0nt., 

wor e compollcd to contribute to tho abundance of tho won.ltnior 

rorth ~ Tho interests of labor w0rc not loss conflicting. ~he 

comnotition botvrcen free o.nd forced lo.bor, sido by side on tho 

s ~ c continent, was bound in itself, sooner or lo.tor, to brood 

dissontion; o.nd if it ho.d not ,,Gt rco.chod an o.cuto stog o it 

hc:.d d lt;o.st cre£1.tcd a ccrto.in degree of bi ttor fee., ling. a 

Thon,to•, tho question of slc..vory bore an importo.nt part 

in the controversy. In tho !~orth, the Abolitionists wore clam-

oring to free tho slo.vos. In tho South, it uas tho belief of 

many that tho victory of the Rupublican Party and thu election 

of Lincoln in 1860 meant tho ov0ntuul fr~oing of tho slav~ s, 

with its resultant dr.maging offc.,ct on tho economic and soc::i.c..l 

life of tho South, as well ns o.brogo.tion of State s' :lights so 

jvalously regarded at tho.t tDnc by all Southerners. 

spoct to this, ·i·.rilson, in his .inivision and Reunion;', sto.tos: 

i 1Thc South had avowedly staked everything, ovon her allogic..nco 

to tho Union., upon this election.. The triumph of Vir. Lincoln, 

wns, in hor eyes, nothing loss tho.n tho ostn..)lishm~nt in povrnr 

of a party bent upon tho destruction of tho southern systo::1 end 
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the defeat of southern interests, even to the point of cou.nten-

anci:LJ. .::; a:nd assisting servile insurrection.it On the other hand, 

quotir~.,s from the same source: 11 The i: tepublicans wished, n.nd 

mea:- t, to check the extension of slavery; but no one of influ-

ence in their counsels dreaned of interferin(; nith its e.x.J.stence 

in the states. 11 

3. 3LCLSSION 

South Carolina, whose statesnen had for a long time been 

threatening secession, was t h e f irst State to pass an ordJ.na::.-ice 

of secession. This happened on ~Jecember 20, 1860.. President 

Buchanan did not believe that a 3tate had the ri ... ~ht to sece(le; 

nor yet did he believe that the Gove1"'nment had the ri;;ht to 

coerce a State; therefore, South Carolina was not opposed. ~y 

:i?e~)ruary 1, 1861, 1,:ississippi, Plorida, Alabama, Georgia and 

Louisiana had seceded wi thout o~)p0sition. The seceded states 

too!: possession of the public :9roperty within their borders, 

such as t:ints, arsenals, and forts, with the e~eption of three 

or four forts along the seacoast, among vrLich was Fort Sunter, 

in the harbor of Charleston, So~th Carolina. 

In February, 1861, representatives of the seceded states 

ril~t at : ontgomery, Alabama, and organized a provision.al govern-

ment - 11 The Confederate States of America 11 - and elected Jeffer .. 

son Davis as President • . Texas seceded in February. 

On r:arch 4, 1861~. Lincoln was inaugurated President of the 

United States. . The new aduini stration took no i mr.1ediate steps 
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to reduce the seceded states. The Government had no means at 

h o.11d vnth wh:i.ch to coerce tho~~. United States marshals and 

ot;.1er civil officers refuserJ. a:~c1 were poY1erless to act. The 

Ar1.1y nui71oered only a.bout 16 ,ooo and was, for the most pa1"t, in 

t l1e Far '."!est. The Havy was small. In the States renainin:..; in 

the -nion public opinion concerning the right of a State to 

secede ru"'..d the riGht of the Governli1ent to coerce a sececling 

State had not as yet crystalized into such shape as to warrant 

the Fresident talcing the exti-•e1;1e step of calling out the r.1ilitia. 

4. ~OHT SULTI.:R 

In the meantime, the small 3arrison at Port Sumter was b e-

sie ~;ed by an armed Confederate force under General ) eau.re[;ard 

a11d its provisions were runnin.::; low. Cenfederate commissioners 

speT ... t several weeks at ;;/ ashiil~ton ·negetiating :for the delivery 

of the fort to the Confederate J tates and, about April ist, 

the-- received from the Preside~1t an ac;reement "that :~.e would 

not change the military status at Charleston without Givin.:; 

notice·i. A week later, Mr. Lincoln notified the Confederate 

authorities at Charleston that ru.1 attempt would be made '1to 

su-.n)ly Fort Sumter with provi slons •nly 11
• Thereupon, il.1.."Jeaure-

gard was instructed to demand tl e evacuation of Sumter, ar 1d in 

case of refusal, to reduce it. 11 

This demand was made on April 11th and was promptly refused. 

.At 4 .30 a .m., April 12th, the first shot was fired ~)y the C:on-

federates -- the first shot of the Civil 1·-ar. -~t noon, 1i )l'il 
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14th, the fort surrendered a;. ~d vras evacuate.d • 

5. CALL FOR TROOPS 

The next day President Lincoln issued a proclar.1ation call-

• inc out 75,000 militia, and stating that their first service 

would "probably be to repossess the forts, places, and ~1ro·9er

ty vrhich have been seized fro .. 1 the Uniona. The tern of service 

was for three months only. All of the Free States res ~)onded 

enthusiastically but the governo1.,s of the Slave States which 

were still in the Union refused. These States imnediately took 

up the question of secession, \7 ..±.. th the result that Vir3i11.ia, 

Temiessee, North Carolina and Arkansas joined the Confederacy. 

In the other border States, desperate struggles later tool:: place 

between Secession and Union. ::::ventually, however, Kentuc!:::r, 

I.:issouri, and I .aryland remained in the Union, and the wester•n 

part of Virginia separated fror.1 that State and formed a new 

State -- ~·:est Virginia -- a Union State. Portions of I~entucky 

and 1 is sour],., however, were fol"' some time re presented in the 

Confederate Congress and lars e cmltinc;ents frem 1·aryland, i~en-

tucl:y ai~d i "issouri joined the Confederate Army. 

~uring April, 1861, the Confederate States called into their 

serv"'"ce 31?,000 militia whose term of service was one year. 

6. C Oi .P,.~·nsou uF OPPOSii-G ST:1"_,FGTHS 

Although from a political viewpoint, the war wlnch was now 

to i)e ~; in was a civil war, from a purely military point of vie~ 

it -..rvas a war between two hostile nations; and that f'aot must 
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be -:Jorne in mind in order to arrive at a pro~)er a ·)ureciation of 

• t _,_3 conflict. 1 Ti th that noi11t of view in mind, let us now com-

pare t~.e stren~~th of these t ·70 vrar1~ing nations. 

(a) ·olitical B'actors • 
• 

The Federal Governmen t YJ'as an organi zed, g oin,:; con cern • 

. Jut, the Confederacy had to set up the IJ.achiner~" of ,•;over:;.l:-en t · -

It was a loose federation w .Ltl1. the independence and sovere ::_ ;~nty 

of :1.ts Jtates reco::_,1.1ized ai1d slaver :r !)er1~1itted a;.1c1 l)rotect ecl . .. 

The South believed t~at the stru~ ~le would ~ea short 

0:;:1e. It '.)as eel tlus IJelief 01:. t · ·o premises: f i rst, t hci_ t i n the 

~1ox·t~1 ) Ublic opinion relative t o t h e ri ht of secession was di-

VJ.ded al"d that rrar ca~'lnot be successfully vrar;ed by a cle.1ocr .... tic 

·;ove ~7nr en t in the absenc e of 
• 

cotto:r: far.1 i n e in Europe would ca1rne France and Ch"eat Dritain to 

i ::. t e rve1;.e. This conviction r o·; ax•di:1g forei~n interven t i on l.Lad 

a .:1 a1~: :e d influence on Confederate strategy •. 

'E at the Horth also believe d that the ·war would ~)e sh ort is 

i d.•.cated b y the fact that LL: coln first called for troo·)s for 

onl-: tl~ree r.1onths service as \'Tell as by other evidence. The 

:?Olit i cal aim of the North was the p reservation of t l1e Union, 

oy i:ieacefu l 171.ethods if poss .Lb le; by force, if necessar r. ::Ln 

:1. J. S inc..11.";ural address in 1061, J:. i 1!coln said: '1To the exte1 t 

of 2:17 ability I shall take care x x x that the laws of the 

Union b e faithfully executed in all the States. xx x I trust 

tl1..!.S '-rill not be regarde·d as a menace, but only as the declared 

purpose of the Union that it uill constitutionally defen d and 
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: ia :L-ta:ln itself x x x The povrnr confided to me will be used 

t .J :1olc1, occw)y, and possess t~ e }Jronerty a;_.d ~)laces ".Jelo: i1~.::.; 

to t:ie ·overru.1ent, and to co1loct the duties m ~d im·1osts. :;:: x x 

t er•e needs to be no bloodshed Ol'' violence; and tliere sh all e 

i:..o :;::.e unless it be forced upon t :ie national au t~1or i ty. :;:: x x 
,fellow-

L-. ·oLr hands uy dissatisf i ed/ countryraen an d not in 11ii~e, i s 

t _,_e · 01"' e:;. taus issue of t h e Civ..1.l · ·ar. The ~~oveI'ID· lei:.t u..1.1 :;_ :not 

ass ::nl you; 

;r .:; ss 1 ve. ii 

you have no confl i ct u ithout ~einG yourselves n , 
c .,;J -

I'rom a military view9oin t, tlns state:;.1er:. t of policy '7as a 

smx d one. . It was addresse d. :~ri: arily to tll.e i401"'tller1.:. a _id 'jor-

der ·.)tates and uas a very te::-1 
. .JGrat e staten ent. ihile lt lPO-

)c'.:'..rec'l tl:e :1 orth to view the Lnend in.:; conflict as inevita'ole, 

J..t ) le.ced tJ.rn blame .Lor ~nn:i..:1g i t squarely upon the sececlint; 

Jtates, and, it stren~;thened ti1e Uni on cause in the :)orde1"' 

cltates w~ich as yet had not secede d . 

T}:e 9olitical obj ec ti ves 1-'. r:- ".J e sUlm ~ed up as follows: 

The :;::•ederal Government, to ::_Jr es erve the Union; the Confe (1.el"'-

ate · ·overnment, to ore al: awa: · l rm.1 the Union a11d form a se ·J-

arate nation. 

(~) ~conomic ~actors 

\1~1e population of t l · ~ t·.7er. ty-two States in t he !-orth 

was a out 22 ,000 ,000; that of the eleven States forn i n3 t l1.e 

Cm1fec1.eracy, about 9 ,000 1 000 of vrho1i1 about 3 ,500 1 000 were 

sle.ves. The slaves were an ecoi1omic asset as they we1"'e used to 

raise t l_e crops on which the ..iouth subsisted dur ~.n.~; t : .e nar. 
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On t h e oth er hand, the;r were a political source of weal:~l.ess 

bec 2.1i_se of the growing vmrld 01Jinion a.csainst slavery. 

I r_ i.:aterial pros 1erity, manufactur i ng, and accumulated cap-

ital, the Yorth had a great advantage; also, its railroad sys-

t 3 ~:: s we1"'e greatly su7erior to those of the South. 

Ir a :;ricul ture, the Sout:1 rras the :1roducer of cotton a:t!.cl 

t .:::b acco, '.:"mt was lars e ly depender:.t upon a fore i gn uar!;:et wlnch, 

wl: en closed, was bound to brin G.~Jout grave financial consequ-

enc es. 

I n shipp inL;, me1"'cha<"..t li"ar:i.:.~e, and shi~1-0uilding , the ~ orth 

had a sreat adve.ntae;e •. 

'.hereas the l orth had an esta'ulished financial s- sten, the 

Confederate States had to esta-0lish one • . 

'1.'he bouth ha.d plenty of UJ.!.sl:illed labor but lacked s!:illed 

laiJor, while the Horth had ~:rnle skilled labor ui t!1 wlnch to 

o ·erate its factories. 

(c) ?sychologic Factors 

i orale was high and ma~r "'.:le said to have been practically 

equal. The ca-.1ture of Fort .:iun ter had solidified opinion in the 

: 'orth to ~reserve the Union. L~: coln's call for volunteers had 

been n et with enthusiasm and t~~-e :t:orthern people as a v1hole were 

read:- for war and for war to the bitter end. In the South, en-

thusiasm was equally great and. the Southern people as a whole 

were equally ready for war to 1rotect their ri3hts. 11li tnry 

traini n .:; and exnerience were ver:'" limited in ooth the £Torth m:.d 

the South, tl1ere beinc a com~1aratively small number of officers 
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a;:: . _ en ;·rl10 were in the 1esular .. ..rmy or the ~~avy or uho :lad seen 

ar service in those forces or in the volunteers L'r1 tl:..e ~ e.:;;:~.can 

ar. .ncial characteristics i: the ~Torth and in the 8onth \"Jere 

ver·· s:imilar; there bell:.~ so··e differences dne to tho fuct tlH:.t 

t ::; ~1roiJortion of native-bor.Yl ·r~11te nersons vras r,reater i :1 the 

.:3ol:t ~ . t lla;:i. in tl'ie I:orth to whic:.1 section ii:1r.iigrants fro:r.1 several 

~uro ·· 1 ean countries had cm.e for labor in the industr:Lal areas. 

(d) hrmed Forces 

a :1c1. ~reatly scattered, aro d t l1e ~ avy was s::.J.all. :Lovrnve: .... , t' .ose 

·;r eatl-; handicap'i1ed oy the r e s i .;nr.tion of so many o.ble officers 

w'10 joii:.ed the Confederate forces, thus requiring t h e ylacin., of 

untr i ed corm::anders in ir.1porta. _t _Jositions. Th is was f u:etl'l0 r r.r, -

;ravated ~Jy the aiT·)Ointn er.. t of :1ol1tical leaders, such as .... a: Ls, 
I 

:;,_,_tler 2.nd Fremont, as general of':LJ.cers .• 

',.., '-' ! .. the other hand, the Gon:C' ederacy :1ad to for1 L an 

~·: av~- . Forn er officers of t 13 l~;:; ited Jtates rmy a1-:c1 ~r e.v <• a.de 

ar- e.:;~cellent nucleus for t~1e devel•pme1 t of these forces. This 

is :1'.) ai:' t:i_cularly true '.-,u en vrn c onsider such leaders as :Wee, Jack-

soi: , Johnston and others of sii. ilar character, ex 1erience, a:1d 

trainir .. f; . 

T .. e :.. ·orth had all t Le ac1.vo: ta ;e vrhen considerin~~ t :10 re-

, se1--ves of man-power which n i _;ht "'..; e n ade available for nilita1.,7,r 
• 

se r vice. Th:i..s )_S forcibly '.:lrou·,ht out b~r the fact that the ~.·eel-

er.:.l ·overnrnent eroJ.·9loyed du.1"'i11 t:1e war 2,375,000 me :' , rrhcreas 
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t l1e total white male populat i on of all ages in the .South m.u:iber

ed less than 2,8JO ,OOO of ·;:rhm.: _o robably about 900 ,000 i,yex•e en-

rolled d1.'.rin; the war. 1.1 though the South had ava:i.lahle s Oii1e 

3,5JO,OOO slaves, they were not used as troons, but were exten-

sivc l y us ed in buildin3 fortifications and for other sinilar 

T:1e disparity in available l an--)ower was o_. fset in so: ·e de-

:::r e e 0,- t h e fact that tlle · .. o-...'..tll ~1ossessed a more militar-· po::;u-

lation t h an the 1Torth. There were several excellent nilitai-7 

academies in the South an.d the )eople, almost wholly occu-.ned 

in a ::;ricultural pursuits, were accustoI.led to life Li tlia o~)en, 

to ~1orses, to hunting a:1d f i s~li::.-;..:_~, to ex:r;osure, anLl_ to urn .. i_su2.l 

ph::rs i cal ex ertion. Such cond:Ltions of life naturar._y foster a 

• 
At the outset of the nar the United ._~ tates had over 6.iO ,OOO 

rnusl~e ts and rifles, but one-t~J. J.rci. of these vrere in arser:als in 

t lie uOli_tlJ. and were captured b-r t h e Confederates. The :;ox•th had 

a ~r e at advantage in manufacturin~~ facilities; hei-ice, was less 

de ·1e1 den t than the 0outl1 on in_Jo1 ... tations o:f war-maldn::..; su ;_)lies, 

althon::..;l1 both the Lorth and t :.1e ~outh. were lar _;ely deI1ende~1t on 

.u ro_1e f or arms and ru~1mun1 tim:1. In some instances, tlle Jon:-i: eder-

ates nere dependent on such .:.r~·,1.s, all!llunition, uniforns, equi~"Jrient 

and food as the•- were able to ca:_)ture fr01,1 the Federal fm•ces • 

'l1lle theater of operations lar .. )e ly coincided \Ti th tlle terri-
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tory of tlrn Confederacy exce "' t for 0 11erations vrhich were under-

1r ta:~ej:1 in : ar,rland, ?ennsylvania, ··est Virginia, I~entucky, ar:.d 

~ issoi..:.ri. The outstandinc cl-iai-•acteristics of the t: ·.eater nere 

as 1 0:11ows : 

(a) 'l'he lon·: coast lin e fro1.i the Cheas ) eal~ e to t~ 1e . exice.n 

·Jordei-•, some 3, 500 miles, was o.i. elemen t of weakness to t h e Gen-

federacy as t h e South had no f l Ge t at the oe ._; innin.:_~ of the rrai-• 

aLd could not s~)are suffic ie- t a ;rrJy forces to :protect it. S.1J1e 

301 .. :.t h vras dependent on sea-borne traffic for su:1·)lies, o. ~1. ... l its 

) Ol"'ts vrnre available fOl" r ecei t of such su:·nlies, '!Jut t h e sea 

ai .Lo1"ded numerous avenues of 2:J iroach for invadint=~ forc es. 

(°.J) i'ractically parallel t o t J1e eastern coastline and l"is-

in~ radually fron it to the :i..r crests I:-iany miles inland , tl1e 

11.lle,3hany I ~otmtains divided t '- e Confederacy i j1to t'70 t '1c atel"'s -

tl1e ::;astern and the ''es tern Theaters. 

(c) In the -~astern Theater, the ~-1.lleghanies, particularly 

t ~J.nt :·?art contained in the ;::lhenandoah Valley, with m.ll1c 1~ous 

·Jas ses traversed by mountail"i roads nnd by a few railro::.ds, '\7ere 

d estii1ed to play an importa::. t 1!art in the stl"ater~y of t l1e O .. )era-

tions. The Potomac River lil: e·:~ :i. s e was des tined to be of :reat 

ir.1i)orta1:.ce, formin[; an oo stacle to invasion of the : orth or of 

t .: e Sou.th and providing r.1eans of novement for the numerous war-

cra:r. t a:_d transports of the :;:-' ed e1"al forces • 

{d) In the £astern Theate r ~ere the t Tio most ~1portnnt c i ties, 

ii: i.. an:• resnects,. of the cont endinf; nations. · :ashin.:;ton, the 

ca9i tal of the Federal J-overnnent, is on the Potomac and, t lms, 
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·ras m: t l":.e boundar .- betvreen t l1e hostile nations. ~tich111ond, the 

ca ·· :i. tal oi the Confederacy, is or.:. the Ja.111es. It was aff or•ded 

so.·e :)rotection from attac::: fro". the north and t~ ;.e east b~- rivers; 

s: all strealilS, and swar.ips, iJut was open to attack frori1 the south 

·-:, -y r1ater_ :.>etween these tvro cit i es which are about one hlli1dred 

i ... iles apart, there is e.. success :i.on of r i vers and s nall s trec.i s, 

flc,nin:., :;enerally in an easte1 .. ly direC'tion, nan- r of rrh icll o.re 

fordable at but few points. The se streams afforded olJstac L~ s to 

o .Jerat:i.ons in the area b etwee:.: t h e two ca;Jitals, but n est 0-E t :l.em 

were too shallow for navigation. 

( e) In the ' ·res tern Theater, tlle border ·ms entirely o~e1~. and, 

t ht·.s aff orded and facilitated O;. fensive action on the ·)art of 

w;.uch ever side mi~ht tal :e the o:Cfensive. . i thin t h is theate1.,, 

t .1e ! i ssissippi Jiver forned a co~_siderable obstacle to move11 ent 

eastward or west17ard, and se:Jarated three states fro:-~ t ,.1e rest 

of t h e Confederacy. In -~eneral, the land border in ::; tl'le r J. ve-:.." is 

low : :;.-d flat, except at Coh.unbus, Kentucky; i:emphis, ~~ ennessee; 

Vicl::sburg, ar..d Fatchez, i ississi) pi, where there are hi;_",h bhufs 

close to the river. These bluffs were of importance 0ecause, i f 

occu.pied by armed forces, coritrol of traffic on the river r1as 

_9rac tice.lly assured. 

T~rn I ississi-opi and its Great tributaries, the ! 'issour.L cr .d 

t:i.1e Ohio, and the J.lleghany, t;-~e i onongahela, the CumiJerland 1?nd 

t~-:e Tennessee, afforded inFJort c.-- t raearis of traf fic, particulcrly 

durin .:.; high water. Other rivers vn thin the Conf'ederacy v1hich 

cai.,ried considera"ole traffic were the · 1i.i te, the :.:azoo a r..d the 
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~ed. I~ the area of militar7 operations, all these rivers forced 

o .)stacles to r.1ilitary move:.nents. ,.t the outbreak of t :1e ~ rar a 

12..r o fleet of river boats was th1"ovm out of enployrnent a·•.c~ as 

i,'ost of these vessels wer•e in l orthern cities, they becai1e 

avai lable for moving Federal tl"OO!JS ar1d were effect:.i.. vely 1.1..Sed 

for this purpose. 

t :1.e 0stern T:1eaters nere few a::_d far ~Jetvreen. ~oads, as a -:.;en-

eral rule, were very poor, particularly over those areas of 'vir-

g inia, :• eorgia, and other States ·.-;l1ere there is much stic!c77, clay 

soil. i ovement over them in wet weather was aDrays particularly 

dif:.~ i c1.i.l t; s onet imes impossible" 

( .::; ) :] etween 1850 and 1860, there had been a ;reat im9ulse 

:; i ven to railroad buildinc in the i:orth, the milea.::;e having in-

creased from 9,000 to over 50,000. There were three routes 

across t h e .t>.lle:ihanies in the ~ · orth, na11ely; the ~~rie, the 

::?e ni-: s ;.-lvania, and the .Jaltimore and Ohio. Still farther north, 

was tl~e r ew York Central • 

. llthou;h the Cenfederacy covered a larc;e area, it be.Ln ~ 

a ·Jou.t 000 miles frOi"l the Piotomac at Harper's Perry to the Gulf 

of I exico, and about 1,700 1-:-tiles from Ch.;i.rleston, ,01.:.th c,:.rolina, 

to t ~•.e vrestern border of Texas, there were lmt s:i.x continuo<-:s 

ra i lway lines: two c onnec tin::; ~~:t.chmond rn th the l "iss iss i}_)]_)i; 

thre e connecting the Ohio with ·1orts on the Gulf of l ~e.xico; and 

one GOm;.ecting 11ichmond with p orts on the · f.tlantic .. 

The advantage insofar as co_1cerned railwa-,r con unication lay 
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-·.r-Lt'_ tl1e J. , 01 ... th, and as telegra --h lines follm:red the railrrn rs, 

t:us advo.nta:~e uas materiall; enhanced. There were, l1owevor, tno 

disadvantages with res )ect to all railways which do not ex::i..st 

at t l!.:i.s day, na1;1ely; many diff e1 .. ent gauges of railroads, a~"ld a 

lac': of connection betvreen raill .. oads. In sooe points i:!. the 

3ov .. th, such as Lynchburg, .u_;usta, Charlotte, :ll'le13h, and -. ilr.linr;-

ton, frei[;ht had to ".Je unloaded at one depot and hauled t~ 1rouch 

t~1.o to' ·ns for reloadinG at another de~)ot. 

hen l:ooker 1 s Corps was moved from Virginia to i7 orthc1 .. n ; la-

bama in the fall of 1863, the troons noved by rail ( 41 -s-tan ~~auge) 

to the Ohio River, detrained, crossed t he rive r by bars e ~d 

brid:;e, ent1,ained and 21roceeded by ra i l to Indi anapolis 

( 41 -1011 gauge), changed cars an d went to Jeffersonville, Il').dic..na 

by rail (4' -8i11 gauge), crossed to Louisv .. ill!.e by boat, then en-

traiEed on a five foot gauge r ai lwa7 and proceeded to tll01r des-

tlnation. 

The engineerine.; talent LU"ld factories for motive :i1ower, t h e 

rollin··. stock, and railway su - 1lies were practically all in the 

i 1ort'·· . As the war progressed, t h e efficiency of the Southern 

railway s steadily declined, w:1ile that of the }'Torth just as 

steachly increased. This was t :-ie first great war in whi c:1 water-

borne nnd animal drawn trans"_Jortation were SU_1.) 0Jlenented by rail-

roads in supplyinG field forces. r11 the essential problm.s 

cor:: r-·ected with the effective use of rail trans-;ortation were 

solved successfully. 
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'11he outstanding develop;;1en t from a strateg ic view:_1oint ' ... as 

• t h 0 pl"acticability of conducti::-J.~ operations at a much 3reate1" 

distance from a base than ever before had been possible. 

(h ) In connection vrith sea-borne traffic, the ports of i-ew 

01-.leans, Charleston, and -!ilmine;ton were of almost vital ir.no1"t-

a z1ce to t h e continued life of t h e Cenfederacy. 

'"' .J . 

I n the same pr•clamation in which ~resident Lincoln had 

called for 75,000 men, h e also called an extraa session of Con-

3ress t o me et July 4th.. · iithout waiting for this sess i on, on Itay 

31"d, he called fol" 22 ,ooo vol"Lmteers for the ~1egulai-> Ai-•ny and 

18 ,ooo for the Navy, for three years 1 service. ·-rhen Con.=;res;. 

:·:et, he asl::ed for authority to increase the ?ederal forces to 

4JO,OOO. 

In the meantime, the Confederacy had been raising forces. 

Although the Confederate Con~~ress had authorized the establish-

mer_t of a .1egular Army, very little was done in this res:oect and 

a "-orovisional army 11 was or3v.rdzed for the conduct of the rrar •. 

This army was organized se rapidly that there vrere over 30 ,000 

men in service before the i~orth had made a call for a sinc le vol-

tmteer. In this hasty mobil i zation and organization of ravr troops 

' t :rn Confederate goverru.1ent exhibited a better r.1ilitar·· systen than 

did the _.ederal Government. 

·i th reference to connnanders for these forces, I r. Li::.1coln 

shoi;;ed but little jud3ment in the ap:'._)Ointment of some of :1i s of-
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ficers to high command, whereas i~. Davis, who was himself a 

military man by education and experience, made excellent selec-

tions of officers with military experience for high connand in 

the Confederate forces. General Scott, an officer of long ex-

perience and distinguished sei-•vice, was in command of the ~,eder-

al forces at the beginning of the war, but was too old for active 

service in the field. I'i.cDowell, whose highest cor.mand had been 

that of a lieutenant, was !:1ade origadier general and gi vei."l col.1-

mand of the first field forces which engaged the Confedero.. tcs in 

a major battle. In the S•uth, ! r. Davis had selected as h is 

senior cotrrJanders such men as Cooper, Albert Sidney Johnston, 

Lee, Joseph E . ~hnston, and :Jeauregard .• 

9.. JLOCI~ADE 

Cn !pril 17, 1861, President Davis invited ap9lications for 

letters of t1arque and reprisal, thereby extending the confl i ct 

to the seasw Two days later, Li ncoln proclaimed a blockade of 

Southern ports. This probably was the most effective sin3le 

strate:;ic measure of 'the war. ,-\.lthough thei-•e were not sufficient 

vessels available at first to establish the blockade strictly as 

required by International Law, it later became most effective in 

isolatin3 the C•nfederae~ from foreign trado, 

10 • JO Il;T PLAN 

On i.:ay 3, 1861., General Scott in a letter to General : cClel-

lan set forth what was in effect a joint plan of operations. Its 
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sal ie~t features w~re as follows: 

11 1. It is the design of the government to raise 25,000 ad-

di\ional regular \roops and 60,000 volunteers for three years. 

;;2. ' .-e rely greatly on the sure operation of a c01 .1~/lete 

-:ilock ade of t h e Atlantic and Gulf por:is soon to conu.1ence. In 

con.?_ect i on with the blocl~ade we iJropose a powerful movenent dovm 

the : ississippi to the Ocean with a cordon of posts at the rop-

er points £'l'ld t h e cal}ture of ::101.,ts Jaclrnon and St. :fhili:), the 

object being to clear out and lrnep open this great line of com-

mun :~c ation in connection with t:1.e strict blockade of the sea-

boar•d, so as to envelop the l n.surgent States and bring thei l to 

terms vJi th less bloodshed than anJ other plan. 

n3. A word now as to the sreatest obstacle in the uay of 

t h is plan x x x the impatience of our patriotic and loyal Union 

fr i er-ds. Th ey rill urge instant and vigorous action xx x un-

willi ng to wait for t h e slow instruction of say twelve to f._f-

teen camps 11
• xx x 

1 ·e thus see early in t :J.e war tvlO major strategic objectives, 

nar.1 ely: blockade of the coast, o.:·d the openin3 and c01itrol of the 

: ississi)pi. ,e also note that General Scott foresai'T t h e iEsi.s-

ten ce for• immediate action ;Jy t~:e 1io1"thern public w ich resulted 

• so d i sastrously to the Federals at the First Battle of .3ull -~un. 

11. cor F.CDL;ll_ .TB STRATEGY 

The strategy of the Confederates was, from the f i rst, the 

strate ~: ic defensive.. In his fil"st messa _:;e to the Confederate 
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Con:;ress on l1pril 29, 1861, Pres i dent Davis said: a.All we ask is 

to ~)e let alone -- that those wh o never held power over us shall 

not now attempt our subjugation by arms 11 • The C9nfederacy con-

sidered Maryland, Tennessee, Kentucky, and Iassouri and the mount
ern 

ainous part of Wesif Virginia as southern territory and atte1;1pted 

to occupy the1n and draw thel.1 i n t o the Confederacy. :\s )rev:i..ously 

statea, however, only one of these states, Tennessee, eventually 

bece.r .. e a Confederate State, al thou~~h every effort was i;1ad.e to 

gain ther.: t?-11. 

That part of Vfestern Virginia lying in and beyond the Alle-

ghanies was strategically particularly important to the .~.iouth and 

was open to Federal invasion. Its rivers flowed into the Ohio 

or into major tributaries of that stream. A Federal tbrce com-

manding the line of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad could .. 1ork 

up the river valleys whereas troops from Eastern Virginia would 

have to cross the watersheds. Harper's Ferry could easily be 

turned from Ylestern Virginia. Federal troops operating from 

Grafton could advance south.eastward and by a shorter r.1arch than 

that from Harper's Ferl"Y could reach Staunton and the unper val-

ley of the Shenandoah. Also, in the larger strategic phases of 

tl1e war, railway communications in I~entucky and in Tennessee 

might be interrupted by forces based on the westernmost part of 

w'1at was at that time Virginia. 

J ·~r. Davis based his hope of ultimate success on the inter-

vention of foreign powers. Great Britain and Prance botl1 had is-

sued proclamations of neutrality, thus giving to the Confederate 
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States international sta~ding as belligerents. Perhaps an ear-

• ly and decisive victory by the Confederates might even have 

orousht about intervention on their side. In fac~, at one tir.1e 

.:reat Britain was on the vert;e of declaring war on the United 

States iJecause of the removal by a Federal man-of-war of :.. as on 

and Slidell -- connnissioner•s from the Confederate States to l.:.ng-

la.n.d and Trance -- from the ..:n ~;lish steamer 11Trent 11
• 

:~lthou,sh Ir. Davis was advised '>Jy some of his military 

co1~)r:1ar> ders to invade Northern territory, he refused to do so; 

as a result, the Confederate f orces were placed on the strateg-

ic defensive. 

12. OBJ:::CTIV ..... S In Tin.; EAST _,1n7 TiiliAT:.;R 

In discussing the campai:;ns, it must be remembered that as 

the war developed, each of the belligerents in the ~ ~astern The-

atre had in mind at most ti;·1es three objectives: first, tll.e 

protection of the capital of its own country; second, t J1e cap-

ture of the enemy's capital; and, third, and lastly, the de

feat of the opposing army. These objectives could not always 

be ~)ursued at the same time but there may be noted in consider-

in3 the various campaigns the effect upon the strate.cry of the 

opposing commanders produced by the attempt to gain ther1 all, 

t h ough they may not have been compatible in the same car:1:oaizn. 

13. FIJ.ST BATTLE OF DULL RUN 

On I.~ay 24, 1861, the day after Virginia ratified t~l.e ordi-

nance of SecessiMl,. Federal ti-•oops crossed the Potomac at 1:ash-
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in r~ton ar.d occupied Alexandria and f.rlingtan. Heis hts. Steps 

• were ta~:: en i mr.1ediately to put ··1ashington in a state of defo: se. 

Th ..L s having been accomplished, the northern news:0apers a'1d pub-

lie be gan to cry out for a move1:1ent against Confederate forces 

w : ich were at Ji.lanassas, so close to rJashin.ston as to constitute 

a threat against that city . Gen eral Scott did not believe that 

the troops called into service for but three months could be re-

lied UT)On for an offensive cru11~Jaign. He wanted to wait until 

the three-year volunteers, who h ad been called for early in lay, 

could j e trained and r.iade read:.r for service. 11 Dut the n orthern 

public, as the violent langua3e of the newspapers clearly slwwed, 

was deteriilined not to lose the services of the three-months men 

before :yroving how much they could do; and x x x the .. ~d:.:iaistra-

tion vrns finally induced to overrule the judgment of t h e lieut-

enant-general, and to order l1il1 to make the necessary arranr;e-

ments for an advance. 11 

The situation on July 17, 1861, was as follows: General 

Beaure:;ard, with a force of ab out 22 ,000 Confederates, was sta-

tioned on the Orange and Alexandria Railroad, and protected 

Eanassas Junction, where the J:. anassas Gap Railroad, coming from 

~ront ~oyal in the Shenandoah Valley, connected with the !1ain 

line to Richmond. General Jose~Jh B. Johnston, with about 11,000 

men, was at 1·!inchester. Se .ion::; as llfanassas Junction was held, 

troops could easily and speedily be transferred fro111 the Vnlley 

to the vicinity of · 1ashington, and vice versa. It was, there-

fore, clearly of great importance to hold this position if the 
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tno confederate armies were to ·Je united either for an a tlvc.:.-- ce 

on ··:ashington or to resist an advance fPou 17ashine;ton. T:1 .-.s lo-

cat~on had the further stratc~ic im~ortance of lyin~ directly 

between the two main roads 'Jetvreen · . ashin[;ton and ltichmond: 

nai:1ely , the one by way of ·.1exo.ndria 8.nd FrederickslJurg; a:id the 

ot~1.el"' through -:arrenton and thence 'uy way of Culpepper or :;::'red-

er.Lc1·s1Jurg. General I:cDowell, w::.tll sori1e 35,000 men, had left 

~:..1e.xandr1a on the preceJ i1:.g aftcirnoon and on July 17th, ·.Ie.s at 

? airfax Court House. General ?atterson, with a force of a~Jout 

14,000 :i!ederals was at C~arlestown, aoout twenty miles nor·th-

east of r!inchester. I.le had previously followed Johnston from 

:~al"per 1 s Ferry to the vicinit"; of \'iinchester, but on July 17th 

had withdrawn to Chc.rlestom1 ".Jecause be iJelievGd Johnston to 

have 35,000 men. 

I cDowell' s plan was ·'to tP.rI2 the ener.1y' s position and force 

hi1r. out of :t.t by seizini; or t:1reatening his comr.n.micatioas''. 

This ~'lan counted on the ability of Patterson, in the ~ialley, 

a :J.d ~1i.tler,. who was t hreateaL: , ~ i:ichr11ond from the southeast, to 

o1co:l.tairi: 1 the Confederates in their respective fronts. 

On learning that l cDowell 1 s ar11Ty had started, Jir. vavis 

W.Lreo Jolnl.ston, on July 17th, to reinforce ~eaure0ard. -ie also 

• s e :?."_t otber troops to Lanassas J1mction. The fa :i.lure of ~) atter-

son to hold Johnston in the Valley, permitted Johnston, on July 

l Gtl-i, to start toward Ilanassas i7l th 9 ,,ooo men by way of .. shby' a 

Ga·o to Piedl'lJ.ont, nhere he loaded his infantry on railway cars •. 

Jy t~1e afternoon of July 20th, b.e had joined Beaure ,ard '.7 __ th the 
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bull~ of his arDy. 

In the meantime, r:cDowell had resur..1ed his advance, 0u.t had 

halted at Centerville with most of his army over the 19th and 

20th, in order to complete t~1e concentration of his ii loosely 

or,; a.;.·. ized 11 force. The next d a r, July 21 -- the day after John-

ston had reinforced Beauregard and had tal~en comr~and - I:c )owell 

attacl::ed Johnston and was defeated at the First Dattle of JUll 

J un (or i anassas). .After t~-ie battle, panic struck the retreat-

i n .::; i"ederals, except for a small force of n egulars which covered 

t h e retreat, and the "b eaten troo~)s never stopped until t'1ey 

reac~ed the Potomac that niGht • 

.iThe result of the battle 11 says Hopes 11 induced in the 

mir;.ds of the people . of the Sol'.th a very unyrarranted opinion as 

to t~.1e SU!)eriority of their trooDs in fi0hting qualities". On 

t lJ.e other hand, it aroused the i.~orth to the mac;nitude of its 

tasl;:, s pur11 ed Congress to ma1 ~e the necessary provisions for the 

d evelopmer t of the armed forces, ar;.d created such fear for the 

safety of ' ashington t hat the defense of the capital became 

.the . dominant consideration in the :Gastern Theater practically 

t h roli_ghout the remainder of t he rrar. 

14. Lil~C OLN t S Pk.NS 

I mediately following the First .Gattle of .Jull Hun, Lincoln 

drevr u:J tvrn memoranda. 

The first prescribed t llat an effective blockade sl1ould be 

pushed forward with all despatch. 

The second stated that rTher;. the blockade had been innu.:;ur-
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ated: ;;1st. That 11an.assas Ju:wtion (or snne point on mi.e or 

11 oth er of tlle railroads near i t) and Jtrasburg be seized and 

yern anently held with an 0·0en line from V/ashin3ton to i "anassas 

and an open line from Harper's Ferry to Strasburg -- the rnili-

t ::- ry 2:1er~ to find the Yray of doi· ' ; these. 2nd. ThJ.s done, a 

joint movement from Cairo on ~ e1,1phis, and from Cincinnati on 

.:;ast Tennessee". 

These memoranda reaffirm tJ.i.e t':ro original strateg ic icleas: 

na; ely, the blockade, and the o_: ening and control cf the . issi-

ssippi. It addedtvJO others, na· ely: the defense of· 1ashing-

ton, ai:..d the occunation of _;ast Tennessee. They furnish a :.:':i.ne 

exm.1~-,le of the role of t h e s tatesrnan and of t h e soldi er i:r.. wo.r. 

Lincoln stated the national ob Jective -- the prerogative of t he 

statesnan -- but left to the soldier the dec :i.sion as to ;1how 11 

to attain this objective. 

15. PLAi'. S ,.i.D PR~PARATIOi ! S 

On the day after First :Jull ~1.un, Lincoln swnnoned . :ajor 

J eneral Cieorge -.J. LcClellan to 1·!ashington. He had recently 

concluded successful operat i ons i n ~ J estern Virginia, had a very 

hiJ:!.1. re~mtation in the arr;iy, a:;.::d ~ms known to be on e of the 

most accomplished officers in t he service. He was immediately 

ass i:;ned to the com: iand, under General 0co t t, of all troops 

nea1~ ·:ras h i ngton. :ae at once be,c;an to reorganize and to train 

thG Federal Arri1y.. He had a genius for or:::;anization and Yras a 

t:horough soldier.. .Uetween ,lu -;ust 4th and October 15, 1061, at 
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least 100 ,OOO men were added t 0 t:i.1e forces near iashin~ton and 

there a ··meared to be no lili1it to the resources ar.d patriotisn of 

t h e f orth. I~reover, the Federal troops were so well provided 

for in all respects, owing to the inmense resources at the dJ..s-

.1osal of the Government, that t::ere was every reason to e.x:.1ect 

in the spring of 1862 a decidedly improved condition in hee.lth 

a::.~d vi3or, in self-confide~~ce, a~ d in all soldierly qualities, 

on t~e part of the soldiers. 

On the other hand, the force at i :anassas, owinc; to t~1e 

straitened means of the Confederate Governr.tent, was barely l~ept 

co;:l.fortable in the matter of clothing and shelter, a:·,.d J..ts chief 

off icers looked forward with u.i.-i.dis Guised apprehension to the com-

ing winter, as certain to redu ce perce!)tibly the health m:d spir-

its of t~1.e r.1en, and even to relax d i scipline, and to render the 

ar; .• y in every way less ef:t.'icient. J.eneral Johnston, end his 

cor:1s corunanders, .Beauregard o~- d G.' . Smith, a})prec i ated t~~~ rel-

ative condi tions of tJ-:i. e oprosin~ :Lorces and saw that so; :ething 

must be done to 'urea] ~ up the constantly increasing Federal army 

w'1ile it was still in process of forr.1ation. At their ex .)ressed 

wis~1 for a conference, i r. Davis went to I.Ianas sas on Jepte:r/ iJer 1, 

1861. The generals strongly advised hiri~ to rein.force the arny 

~ at 1·•al".assas so they might cross t~ 1e ? otomac 1 cut the cor.n,1unica-

tions of · ,ashington with the ~.-orth, and carry the war into the 

enei:y 1 s country. But Presiderlt Davis decided that he could not 
out 

f -.. 1r :;.1sh the required reinforc e1;1er:. t · ·ith/ 11 a total disre[~ard of th0 
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safety of other threatened posJ .. tions 11
• Ropes, afte1"' discli.ssing 

• in sor.1e detail the possible effect of such an operation, states: 

' 1TherefDre, we may say that ~ ·r. Davis made a serious, and .. 1rob-

a ~Jly a very serious, error, wj 1en he refused to adopt the advice 

of l1is ;;enerals, and allowed tlns opportunit~r of strilci <~ s 1:.ch a 

te lli1· '.:; blow for the cause wh:Lch he represented to pass by un-

It was practically impossible for i'.cClellan to exe1"' c ise the 

d :L rect and l..mquestioned control which it was absolutel~f neces-

sar:r for him to exercise, aP .. d at t_1e same ti·'e to refer all -1at-

ters of importance to the dec1 .. sion of General Dcott. In October, 

t h e latter insisted on being aJ.lowed to retire from active ser-

• 
vice. On l '.ovember 1, 1861, l.:cClellan was appointed Cor"E w.nder-in-

Chief. 

In the ~astern Theater, :10 09erations of any importance 

were undertaken and the fall a:n1 winter were spent in pre)aring 

fol"' the next spring campaign~ 

In the ··es tern Theater dv.ring the SUiilY.1er and fall of 1061, 

Ol;)erations were undertake1 by t l.c Federals in j .issOlU'i to !;:eep 

that State in the Union, but it uas not unt :!. l Earch, 1862, that 

the issue vras definitely decided in favor of t h e Federals. L·en-

tuc!:y had at first attem:!_.1ted to rel:1ain neutral and, for a tili1e, 

t his neutrality was respected by both sides, but in ~ epten :or, 

• 18 61, General Polk with a Confederate force occupied ColUii1bus, 

Kentucky, and, thereupon General Grant occupied Paducah. Goner-

al ! ... l !)ert Sidney Johnston was assigned by the Cenfedex•ate L;overn-
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mer_ to command troops in the · :est ':Il th the task of holdin.::_; I~en-

tucl:~/ , Tennessee, and the . iss iss ipi J.i ver. In roveuber an.d 

Dec e.··oer, the Federal forces i n the · 'est were reor~anized; Gen-

er al -· alleck be int; ass i~~ned to co1i1Y,'and the De:!_)artment of the 

: issouri, comDrising !:is souri, .'lrlrnnsas, and that part of . en-

tuc~:y west of the Cumberland .t:Lver; Jeneral :auell to comland the 

De!!artrent of the Ohio, comprisin~; Tennessee and t ·· at p art of 

Ken tuclcy east of the Cumoerland niver. These t•70 de:1)art. ~e 1:.ts 

were independent of each other a!-d the com:·iander of each !."e :1ortect 

dii-•ect to General FcClellan. 

1 6 . 1-iii CULfi Is G.:..:J. L~U~L OJ.i) ~1 ~ I.; . 1. 

~urin3 the f all of 1J 61 a d t lle Vl.Lnter of 1861-lC.~62, t ;~e 

a Dparent inactivity of the f orc e s near ' ashinGton was the cause 

of :;r e at d i ssatisfaction t h rol1.13:i.out the Lorth. i .cClellan, far 

fro1.1 s l--.owin -~ indec i sion, had defini tely decided to get his army 

i n t o e f fective condition to take the f i. eld in the spring 01' 1662. 

Hovre v or, he did make the mistal:::e of ma i ntainin'3 a studj_ed a·1d 

absolute reticence as to his -ola11 which resulted in a loss of 

pu"bl.ic confidence and caused so:· e antagonism cm the 17art of' the 

President and his cabinet. Had~ cClellan taken t h e President 

i r:to ~i. i s confide:r:ce, it seer.ts i:1ost p roba'.Jle that he would have 

had · r. Lincoln's sup}1ort and t :1at the latter would have W..Lth-

stood the !?•pular pressure E'.nd clamor. T.e add to this COiilp lica-

tion, i cClellan was ill durin_; ) cember and January; hence, vrns 

in no condition to direct a f fairs during much of that )ei-• i od. 
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Fiaally, President Lincoln issued on January 27, 1862, without 

t~1.e lmm'lledge of r!cClellan, the first of his famous i'war orc1ers 11 , 

Wl~ich we will quote simply as a matter of interest in order• to 

s horr to what extremes public clamor may sometimes drive o·-:1.e in a 

~osition of authority. This order was never put into effect. 

Executive Mansion, 
Hashington, J~nuary 27, 1862. 

Ii C:lillH.l:!:D, That the 22nd day of f'ebruary, 1862, be the day 

for a general movement of' tbe land ru:.d naval forces of the 

United States against t :-ie insurgent forces. That, es:)eci-

ally, the army- at and a·oout Fo1 .. tress Fonroe; the _\r11y of 

the Potomac; the Army of · estern Virginia; the arny near 

l.:umfordville, Kentucky; the army and flotilla at Cairo, and 

a naval force in the Julf of l·exico, be ready to move on 

that day. 

iiThat all other forces, "Joth land and naval, with their 

resi;iective comnanders, o".Jey existing orders for the t:i..ne, 

and be ready to obey additional orders wl1en duly -~ iven. 

11 That the heads of De partments, and es:9ecially the Secre-

taries of 1r;ar and of tl1.e ~: avy, with all their subordinates, 

and the General-in-Chief, wi th all other commanders o.n d 

su')ordinates of land and naval forces, will severally be 

held to their strict an d full res_)onsibilities for the 

proper execution of this order • . 
ABRAHAll LIITCOLN". 
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17. OPL7ti.TIOUS nr EAST _,Ri. Tii ,_(l.T:=.,::l, 1862. 

• ~arly in 1862, the nain Confederate army, u nder r eneral 

.. 

Joseph :~. Johnston, was at i ·anassas Junction. Eis total force, 

including troops on the lower ?otomac, was about 47,000, though 

estii•'ated by the Federals to be 102 ,ooo. In the Valley , Jackson 

had about 10,000 men. 

The Fed3ral L.rmy, under : cClellan, at this time numb ered 

ajout 170 ,OOO. I:cClellan ori :;ir..ally had exnected to nove a.:;e.inst 

Job.::: st on at I ~anassas, but in Eove1;11Jer, 1861, had s elect~d . i. ich-

mo~d as his objective. ~is plan ~as to transport h i s arrzy as 

secPetly as :r,iossibly by vrater to Urbana on the lower Ra-,p aham1.ock; 

fro2-:i there to make an advance ra:9idly over•lan d abou t fiftv l.'iles 

a~d ca?ture Richmond before Joln"lston could nareh there. Tl1e 

Pres i dent did not favor this plan or any other that -,,roposed re- · 

moving the Army of the Potomac from between the riain Coni'eclerate 

arn y a.1:.d · ashington. Finally, after much corre spondence between 

the l?res:i..dent and I:cClellan and many conferences and cour c ils of 

war, on · arch 8, 1862, the move1 .ent by way of Urbana was dee ided 

U')On by a council of war. 

In the meantime, President Davis h ad decided on !eiJr·.'!.ary 

20tl1. to direct Johnston to vat~1.draw from h is posJ.tion \.'inch was 
also 

too close to i1cClellan' s stro:ng army. r·r. Davis was influenced/ 

by t:. e capture of Forts Henry and Donelson in Tennessee '.)· r Grant, 

re ~Jr'1.'.ary 6th and 16th. The ve i"y n ext day after the Federal auth-

orities had decided to move t :"le ... rmy to Urbana, Johnston rri thdreVI 

his arL;_y to the line of the :1a)idan. 
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.Xbout this time, according to i cClellan' s ·'Eenoirs'1
, : c-

"' Clellan decided to move his ari,1y to Port1"'ess Monroe, instead of 

to l!rba11a, and then to advance t\) the Peninsula be tr.re en. the ~.:ork 

a _d t l:e James Hivers, the Navy su:yoorting him on e i ther flanl::, to 

t he i ·· edi ate vicinity of rlic~.~nd ~~ere the decisive battle of 

the viar would be fought. }~e states that the Adn1inistration: 

i t ~ave r.1e :the choice bet':rnen t ·1e d:1-rect ove1"'land route via . anas-

sas, a:· d the route wi th Port - onroe as a base. Of course I sel-

ected t h e latter. 11 

18 . I...J. Il SULAR CJd IPAIGW. 

The embarl~ation for Port ~ onroe be,san at Alexandria on 

I'arch 17 , 1862. 11cClellan was i-•el l eved from d; t7 as Co:·1 1 0.~:der-

in-Chief of all the armies aJ:i..d ~;i ven conu11and of the .. r u-,. of the 

.?otm!iac only. On account of ,tonewall Jaclcson 1 s activity in the 

dhenandoah Valley, Lincoln dec i ded to hold back i cDov'ell 1 s ... ll"'St 

Cor ;Js fo r the safety of ··ash i 11.;:;ton but did not so inform j c 

Cle llan u n til after his de partu11 e; he also wi thdrew one d:i.vision 

froc the decond corps and sen t it to re i nforce r rAmont in :Jest 

Vir ~;in i a,. and ,-,itbl1eld othe r t :eoo_.J s wL ich LcClellan had e.:·1er..ted 
ed 

t o l-iave. As a result, ! cClellan's force ntunber/only 92,000 in-

st e ad of the 155,000 whicl1 he had 1;)lanned to use. Later, hon-

eve11
, h e was reiDforced, rais in.:.; his command to 102,000 • 

I 11 his contemplated adva.:Y.c e u;;i the Peninsula from :!art i on-

roe, active cooperation fro!n t :1e i.' avy i:rns, for a time, •Jreve1 tecl 

b -- the Confederate batteries o. t -:'orl~tovrn and at U1oucester :i:'oint, 
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a:_(' i);; Confederate forces at r~orfolk, supported :Jy the '1Ile:..":eir.1ac 11 

.. wllich, c-.. lthoush damaged by i ts f i ,3ht 1-'rith the i 1Lonitor" was still 

able to close the Jar,1es from Ese ~ Y~T Federal vessels. 

; a .c;ruder, with about 13 ,000 Confederate troo~')S, held ""'..""ark-

toi:rn o.r~d vicinity. · ;ithout waitin ::; for his whole army, = cClellan 

decided to move up the Peninsula to a ::'.:)Oint between Yor>~:to1·m and 

!ilJ. ian sburg and cut off t h e r e treat of the Yorktovrn .;a:..,rison. 

Thi s :,1ovement began ApI•il 4th. It vras stopped by i..agruder 1 s 

forces wh ich held stronc.; intren chrnents extending f1.,om ·_: or!:to· .rn 

to tl1.e unfordable ·1·:arwicl:: i1iver. I .cClellan concluded t ; ie line 

was too strong to be tal:en b -:;r assault, so he deter11inecl to lay 

s ie,::e to it. He vras ab out to c1_1_rec t the :;: ii-is t Cor~Js ( _ c:Jo· re 11) , 

30,000 strong, to move OP. 'Tloucester, as soon as it sl:..ould arriv~ 

when he was informed t l1at t h e ~:.resident, in v i ew of the defo;:we-

less state of \Jashington, had decided to detain that cor9s : ear 

t :1.e ca··?ital. T"cClellan, in SJ ite of orders from tJ.1e Pres:i.de;.1t 

to leave sufficient forces near · as~in~ton, had, in the opinion 

of t: .. e President, failed to do so. i ·cClellan i:ras surprised :Jy 

t 'n .. s l"eduction in his forces :x. d ~J1.,otested to the ./res.Ldei t, but 

to no avail. 

In the i~ieantime / Johnston had been ordered by 1 r. :1avis 

.. to r.1e.rch his army to the Peninsula. He joined Magruder a fevr 

days after the Federals arrived in front of t :- e ~)osition, o.i:d 

tool;;: coc1nand of the com1Jined Confederate forces. Th e J!'edera ls 

wei-'e read-:,- to malce a.n assault aftel"' a r.1onth 1 s preparation ,_ut 

Johnston he.d no intention of arraitinG the attac1c, and, on the 
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ni =:;l t of r:ay 3rd, he withdrew his forces ar..d started for 1lich-

mond. LcClellan advanced and, as the 11 I.ierrimac 11 could not as-

c end tl1s James, she was destro:,red, thus opening that river to 

the rede ral Favy. I:cClellan and Johnston continued their re-

s :>ective advance and retiremel1t Vl.lth some fir;hting until they 

were in front of Richmond and : cClellan was astride the Chicl:::-

ahor.liny. On i ·ay 31, Johnston attacked LcClellan seeldn,G to 

take advantage of the latter's faulty position. This battle 

known as l"air Oaks (or Seven .? ines), continued on the next day, 

and resulted in failure for t~1e Confederates. On i a~r 31st, 

Johnston was wounded, and on Jm1e 1st, Lee, wh o since i arch 13th 

had be en entrusted with the conduct of all military o·oera tions, 

• under President Davis, assumed command of the Confederate ! .. rr.iy 

'oy direction of the President. Lee withdrew his forces to their 

former positions close to Richmond and i mediately set t~1.en to 

wor~~ streng t h ening the defenses. Ho o:..' fensive action of ai~y 

consec:;,u ence was underta1::en b y Gl th.er s i de for nearly a ~.1ontl:, 

exce1t Stu art 1 s raid around t:rn er tire Federal Army. 

19. Sl~L'.r!DOAH VA'f..;LF."Z c ... r-?AIC:T 

' .e ;;1ill novr consider briefly the ha· ::"l enin·;s in anot:':ler part 

of the Eastern Theater during the month of r.:ay, 1862 ._ It uas 

durin5 this i:ionth that Jacl:son began his famous campai sn in the 
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, ,.,':.ere ln bhio th est mr PLLlJ >a rea1S1Hii u • • • 

.After Johnston had moved to :1 ichmond fro«1 t h e ia - ~1aha:-_nock, 

r c:)o\7ell' s I irs t Corps adv a::."' ced to tll.at river op -iosi te 3re c".er :._c1::: -

burg. . ... tonewall Jackson, havi:: •:Ii thdra\m his s11al1 .force U~) 

t ,1e Vr.lley in ~~pril, Shie1d 1 s division of ::Janks' Cor~1s, on ia;l 

1st, was orde1"'ed to leave the Vc_lley and join : ·c :Joi•rell at ::red-

ericl: s 1J1} .. rc;. ~ cDowe11 vras at t:: J_s tir1e awaiting the arl"i val of 

t .1i s di vis ion after wh1c'1 he ~)lanned to march his co: i1 iand to 

joir:. ~ cC1e1lan and assist in caJturint; itichmond. Only 9,000 

Confederates under General l'.nde1"'son were in front of I.IcDo'.·:el1 

at Eanover Junction. 

Lee had been in corres 1ondeEce i,n.tll Jacl::son in ordel" to ar-

rai~ .. e a p lai- to draw . c ·oowell 1 s and · -ashington 1 s atte!:.t :i_on to-

wa·.,ds t~· e Valley , an d thus to l"'ePove the threat of ; c :)owell 1 s 

force a3ainst the flank of t l1e Confederate forces wh ich were then 

con.fron ting I ~cClellan east of Jichmond. As a res1.i .. lt, Jac~~son 

was l''e 111forced by bwe11 1 s di V.LS ion, and a'uout : ay 1st he iJe ~an 

a series of rapid operations i;_1 t h e Valley that ce .. usecl .:ires :1.dent 

Lincoln, on I ay 24th, to order c:Jowell, 11 la.~,rin :~ a.side for tl...e 

··11.,esel"'t the movement on J.ic:"llnm:..d, to put 20 ,OOO men ii: I:.otion at 

once for the Shenandoatl1
; and to order Fr~mont, who was at ~ ·ra,nk-

lin o1to move against Jaclcson at Harrisonburg 11 • . Thus the t :.reat 

a~;a1Est 'Jicbrnond from the nortl1 V!as removed for a time. -.-ot 

only that, but the ru thorities at \/ashington were so in fear 

that a 3eneral advance was bein.:; i: ade on that city, tl ~at . cC;1el-
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la1:. vrns v1a1"'ned that l1e might :.:..ave to brinr; his ari_y baclc to 

protect i t. Later the division of I~0owell 1 s Corps whic~ had 

reEo.11: ed at P.redericksburg, was serit to join ~ cClellan by irater, 

a ·.d, on the day of the ~ attle of r.ross Keys (in the Valley, 9 

June), ~cDowell 1 s remaining forces were ordered to join c 

Clellan as rapidly as possible. .~efore t his order reach ed its 
I 

destiEation, Fremont and Shields h ad ·uoth oeen defeetecl. rrhere-

u pon, i cDovrell 1 s ordei-• was revo~.::ed and he was directed to leave 

.3hields 1 Di vis ion at Luray and h i s other d i vision at I ·ront 

20. ? -~ ~ Ii SULAi.1 CALPAIGr (continued) 

i'ieanwhile Lee, at ~Uchr.1ond, had been planninc; an offensive 

a ·;ai1: st , c Clellan. :Ie had rec e ived sone reinforcements but 

neede d r.!ore, so he dee ided to 1Jri.•. G Jackson from the Valle·, -. 

T'J.i s :twvenent was accomplis'1ed ··; .!. tl: gi-•eat sldll and secrecy and 

by t :1e nic;ht of June 25, 1862, Jacl :son was at Ashland, fifteen 

r.n les north of :lichrnond, Th e1'! be .:_;an, on June 26th, the bactles 

east of _;.ichmond, now knorm as t :rn Seven Days' Da t tles, ~ ill:!...Ch 

r esl.~.lted in I cClellan 1 s retirer.rn:it to Harrison's Landin_; on the 

Jan es fiver where it vras i n t oo stron3 a pos :o_tion to oe attacl:ed 

wi t b. ap~; chance of success • 

21. LE~ 1 S STRATEGY 

:L'ron th.is time forward Lee was to be the dominatin g per-

sonality in the Confederacy and was to comr.1and the 1.rmy of ~ : orth-

ern Virr;inia throughout the re:. ainder of t:1e war ..• 
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i.: is strategy was based on three !)r~mises: 

1st. The Confederacy, d'..i.. e to disparity of man-pmvel"', 

could not successfully wage a war of attr i tion; 

2nd. The security of .{ichmond was necessary for t:1e sue-

cess of the Southern cause; and, 

3rd. The proximity of t h e Confederate forces to the en-

emy' s country,. 9 a11 ticularly that portion of Vir: ·inia 

near Washington, WOl'..ld j lve the most effective 

strength to the Confederate forces. 

In ~ceeping with this strategy, Lee decided to maneuver as 

far e.s possible fr•m nichmond a~1d to accept battle only under 

co:.1ditions of his ovm choosing, hoping thereby to naJ:e t :1e task 

of the : orthern armies so difficult that the Federal gover~ ~ent 

would realize the futility of the struggle and end the confl i ct. 

22. COI : !..i D OF FED:ci::;.lAL ~i' Q,lC :s 

It is of interest to note that while Lr Davis was ava :.i. ling 

hi - self of the advice of Lee ~1d the latter was controllin~ all 

militar- O]Jerations for the South, the war was be in_:-; conducted 

b:.r the North in an entirely different manner. For sone tine af-

ter : cClellan was given c ormnand of tli.e Army of the Potomac only, 

the control of the other Fed;ro.l l''orces in Vire;inia was vested in 

t:i.e co~iri1anders of three separate departments. J ~ach of these 

c01 "'i1ar~ders reported d i rect to : .I'. Stanton, Secretary of iar, and 

~ :r. Li ncoln and he, with no r.1il1 tary ex·µerience, undertool~ to 

d _rect all operati'Dns in these departments and elsewhere ru:d 
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oftei:. refused the advice of t:~e cornr.iandinc; generals of t:rn field 

forces . 

There now occurred a short lull in operations in the - ~ast-

ern ~rheater. Let us see what 11.ad been happening in the restern 

Tb.eater in the winter months a-:..d s pring of 1862 • 

In January, 1862, General __ lbert Sidney Johnston, at :;Jowl-

in~ (.!.reen, Kentucky, had troops at that place, at Columbus, 

ICeatucl~y under ? olk, and at Fo1"ts Henry and Donelson under Tig~ 

man. Gp:::iosed to him vrnre ~rei.:.erals 'Juell and lialleck, tlle lat-

ter i11 conu·-:and of the terrJ..tor·r vrest of the Cui;iberland aver. 

_·_s :91"eviously stated, the CO' ~-.1a1:.ds of these t n o generals were 

inde::::endent of each other, ar:..d both reported direct to : c1Jlella11, 

at that date Commander-in-Chief of all Fede ral arr.1ies. 

D"t~ell proposed that Halle cl~ should move up the Curr1iJorlnnd 

and ~ : ennessee Ri.vers with 20 ,000 men, supported b.,- the ironclad 

fleet, while he moved southward on iJowlinG Green and :.:ashville. 

: ~e.llecl: did not favor this ~Jlai:. but nanted Duell' s arrry )laced 

1..i.nder in s cori1Pand so that he i.n~ht leave a containin.:; foPce in 

frm:: t of -}owling Green end comb ine t :.1e bulk of 3ue11' s force 

vnt'.:. h i s own and move up the Cumberland River. IicClellan vrould 

n ot a ·1~rove either plan, but kept urging Buell to move into ,,ast 

Tennessee in order to get possession of the ~ast Tennessee ru· d 

'-e or · i a .i.t ailway and to encoura.:; e and sup9ort the inha~Jitar~ts of 

t h e r.101.J.l".tain regions who were st:Pongly loyal in sent i ment. Lin-

coln had proposed to 3uell still a:i1other and different ··)lan. 
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vr~nch was, briefly to menace the enemy: •Jwith su )erior forces at 

d:i. ·- feI'eEt points at the same time, so that we can safely attack 

mie or both, if he makes no chc.Ilge; and if he weakans one to 

streE ·~;then the other, forbear to attack the stren" thened one, 

bl.1 t seize and hold the wealrnned one, gaining so much • .i 

'11hus we see the confusion that may resu_lt from lack of unity 

of cor!!rJ.and in a given theater of war and from attem-µts to control 

field operations fro Ll the seat of Government many miles distant 

fron the theater. 

On January 29,1862, Hallecl: received vrnrd from r cClellan 

that h e had learned that :3eaure,~ard was under Ol"'ders to leave 

i .a1:.ass as for the west with rei:'lforcements. On February ls t, hal-

l eclr , nit:1out awaiting further instructions from · ' asllin~;ton, or 

a:. .. r an~ing any cooneration wit> Jnell, ordered Grant an d i:ioote rs 

iron clads to ascend the Tcnne·ssee and attacl:: Fort Fenr:r in order 

to 11 anticipate the arrival of Jeaure~ard 1 s forces • 11 On .1.'0 ~)ruary 

2nd, .:-raLt and Poote started on this expedition. Four days later 

Fort u enry was evacuated by the Confederates, and, on Feb r 1 1ary 

16th, :;::·ort Donelson was captured. 

ii.oi)es says; ''The effect of the capture of Port ·- ~e11 r:r on the 

)c ople of t>e i:rhole country, ~.orth and South, was electr..t.cnl. It 

was the first great success won ~)y the Union arr.18 u itllin t ~1e lim-

its of the Confederacy11 x x x .iThe capture of ~ ort Done ls on v:ras 

not a 0reat affair judged by the number slain; but jud[~ed -oy its 
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• mo . ..,al 2~d strategical results it was one of t~!.e turning :1oints 

o:f t: ~e vrar. Followinc; so soon as it did after the loss of : ort 

ue:nr J-, the news of the surre:.:.der of T'ort Donelson threw t;1e 

,.Jo · t ~1Yiest into a state of e::;:citeruent, not · to say of ::->Ftnic, 

b ardly to ~rn described." lie further states: 11 Chattanoo;;a; t~1e 

l:ev of i;ast Tennessee, a.::inarentl",\r lay open to the invadin~ 

Federal arnies on one flanl~, a:1d Vicksburg, the only stronr· 

i)Ost on t:1e 10Y1er i"ississi~Jpi, lay seeninr;ly unprotected on the 

ot ' er. i1 

- hen Johnston learned tlrn.t ~ ·ort henry had been ca Jtured, he 

evaCl.'-ated 1.3owling Green and wit' :.drew to Nashville. · : ·cclellan 

order 0d Hallecl: to move against !"ash.ville, but Halleclr feared 

tl:.e C: or~federate forces at Coluu1bus, Kentucky, recalled Poote rs 

fleet to the OhiC), and held nrant at ;)onelson for ten da·.rs do-

L · s n othinc;. In the meantir.ie, Johnston had withdrawn from 

l.'.as hville to Lurfreesboro an d :Juell had followed hi1 ,1 as far as 

:r aslwille •. 

25. J: ILmI CU.~:2AIGN 

Johnston 1 s forces were vrldely scattered; his own ari -J vras 

at : Ul"' f reesboro, and :Jeaure.::;ard, with detachneLts at Corh1th, 

Jaclrnon, an d other points, hnd tl1e bul}~ of his force at Columbus, 

under .:olk.. I ederal gunboats controlled tlrn Tennessee as .far up 

as : uscle ,'Jhoals. Thus, Jolmston's command uas cut in tuo and 

h i s two ·.'in3s could unite only sonev1here south of t :!1e 'I.1ennessee 

.. liver. I~e decided to concentrate at Corinth and ordered t~1e 



3t.!:61-1647 
3 - 5-3.,,,-- -39-

evacuation of Columbus, Kent,J_cky, as part of this operat i on. 

l.1. alleck seeri1s to have ::; :iven no thought to John ston 1 s ~ ain 

ar1:7 a t first, and picked · eDphis as his objective,_ :?lannin c 

first to cut its railway conn.ections toward •he e-ast. Acc ord-

ingly , he ordered ::-ran t to 0:1erate via the Tennessee 1{iver a-

gainst the i emphis a..11.d Charlestm·m Railway. Grant's arn] .1oved 

b-,r boat to Savannah,, Tennessee, vrhich was to be t h e base for 

On Larch 11th, Presider t Lincoln placed all the terr i -

tory from Enoxville as far vrest as the liissouri ~Uvel"' undeP 

l'-iallecl:: rs command. Thereupon, ~Iallecl{ ordered Buell to narch 

fro1.1 ~ ashville to Savannah. 

('-rant 1 s army, about 33 ,ooo strong, av1aiting the arri V'.3.l of 

JueJ.l, was encamped at Pitts·Jur~ LandinB in a very poor loca-

tion, both strategically anc~- tactically. Johnston, in t~w ~.18an-

t L ,e, llad cone en trated 40 ,000 1.1 e;.-i at Corinth, only tvrnnt ~r-two 

miles fr01~1 Pittsburg Landin~i · ... tealizing the fault i ness of 

Grant 1 s position, Johnston dee :i.ded to at tacl: before ·Juell could 

r e irforce -irant. 

There resulted the .::Jattle of Shiloh ( .April 6-7 ,1862). J.t 

f'ii~st, Johnston had some success, but the arl"i val of .Juell turn-

ed t be scales and the Confederates rrere defeated. General Albert 

3idne-- Johnston was killed a: ·d . .: eatlI'e~ard succeeded to the com-
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26 ~ cv:_,: · . .:,i. T AGAil;sT CORii.TII 

Cr_ ~·-i;iril 11,. 1862, Hallecl[ tool:: cornnand in person of ti!.e 

forces n ear .•itts '.mrg Landin'.3. ~,.e ordered Pope, who, vrith the 

assistance of Commodore .F'oote, just ~;reviously had capti..u•ed Is-

la:--d ~ o. 10, to join him. In late A9ril he began to r.1ove on 

Corin.th, eichteen miles dista::.t. ,1e moved very slowl-:r c.ncl, late 

L ' : a--,. ·.Jeaure:.;ard, with his ar· y intact, vrithdrevr to Tu )Clo 

al.:ol..it fifty miles south of 'orinth. IIallecl;: did not pursue 

Deauresard. Lincoln demanded t~iat East Tennessee be occu~ned •. 

-Iallec!: ordered Juell to Cha ttanooe;a and nade hin res ·")01:.s :L~)le 

for the l emphis and Charles town ~ lailroad. ~Te sent one di vis ion 

to rl:ansas, and scattered t he rei. ainder of his forces over a 

fro ~. t of a'oout two hundred i le s from ;iemohi s to )eca.tur 1 .. ~laba.r;1ei.. 

On July 11, 1862, Lincoln a 1J7;:>ointed Halleck Co:mma: _der-i11-C~1ief of 

all le.nd forces and ordered h i .. 1 to ashington. 

New Orleans fe 11 to Farra.:;ut in April, 1862, and by Ji.mo, 

t b.e ~''ederals had cantured Lem"l_)his and had e;ained control of the 

1,._ ss i ssinpi iliver except for t~-.e two hund1"ed miles stretch be-

twe en Vic!rnburg and Port ~Iudson. 

Bu ell be3an his moveri e:ri.t on Chattanooga a 'u out June 10th •. 

4 n e had b e e n ordered by Eallec:: t o rebuild and re11a i r the ~nphis 

ancl. 0harlestown Hailroad as he advanced. Thi s task so hi;:.dered 

• 
his :.1arch , t h at Dragg, who had suc ceeded ·.Beauregard in co:,ir,iand 

of t ·1e Confederates, reached J l1attanooga ahead of him. .Juell 
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the~ ~ave up his effort to kee~ open the railroad in ~is rear 

a-"".d a clopted the Uashville and Chattanooga .1.~ailway as his line 

of cor,cunications, with i: ashville as his secon dary base of Sl.1-p-

pl i es and Louisville as the prirary base. Raids o- this line 

of conrr-1u1:.ications stopped hj_s advance on Chattanoo:;a • 

... ·rom ChattanooGa, :Jrar;g , in conjunction vdth I~irby Snith 

O _) el"'atil1~~ from I\noxville, t' 11.,eateT ed Louisville and Cincin1:ati. 

T'_1ese o 1erations drew '3uell frm,1 Ter•nessee il1to i·:entuclcy. rrhe 

Confederate movements were successful but Dra :r:; failed to ex-

ploit his advantage and after a fi c;ht at ?erryville, l entucl{y 

(October 8, 1862) retired into :.ast Tennessee. Juell, after a 

s:101.,t pursuit, moved closer to l ~ ashville. On October 2~tl1, 

Juell was relieved from comma : d a.nd ilosecrans succeeded hir,:;.. 

The latter l:.ad concentrated his forces at lTashville by late 

r ove:· ber. In the meantime, 5ra '_;.-~ transferred his .~rr.1y, -)"- rra;,r 

of :·i.oxville and Chattanoo~~ a, to i urfreesboro. On )ece: , ,er , . 

26th, .i.osecrans moved on that place, £>_nd on .)ecember 31, 1~· 62, 

there vras fought near Lurfreesboro the indecisive oattle of 

Stones - ~iver .. 

-·.-hen ~ialleck had left for · ashingtoa, l.!rant had succeeded 

to the col.lnand of the troop s a Jou t Lemphis a:.d Corinth ar.!.cl. "as 

far ~J2cl:: as Columbus, Y.en tucky". lfi s corrrr;1and, ~)uell 1 s ancl 

later .~osecran' s, were indep e: de~':! t of one an:the:i;i. ;;,s ~'1-rn;. 1 t 

was required by Halleck to :;uard t :rn raih-ray from 1 emphis to 

.)eco..tur, he was constrained to i·.~2. intain a passive defensive 

attitude for a time. Later, : e vras authorized to O'Jerate a.::;e. ir!.st 
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Viclrnburg. He advanced along the railroad in conjunction with 

3:1ei-•: an who was moving from : e~11phis via the river.. II0•7ever, 

raids by :;:--·orrest and Van .)orn ( Decernber, 1862) interrupted the 

railwa•rs and destroyed Grant 1 s advanced base at 1:olly w1::iri:;.1:•;s, 

causing ~:rar..t to v1i thdraw. Grant abandoned the overland route 

and :- oved to i-emphis to reorganize and advai_ce on Vicl:s our,-: via 

the river. Sherman reached tDe vicinity of Vicksburg late in 

Dece' 'uer, made an unsuccessful assault, reembarked and returned 

to t h e mou th of the Yazoo~ 

28. LEE TLKCS T_i:G OFli'.CNSIV::J: I~~ THI; EAST. 

- .e will now return to the ~astern Theater and consider the 

o ,)era tions v1h ich t ook 1lace t :1e1"e in the sunm1er nnd fall of 1862, 

I 
The failure of F·remont, .Janks, and . . cDowell in their opera-

tions against Jack son in t' e Vc.l le;r had convinced Lincoln t~ .at 

t h e i r t h ree arni es sh ould be under a single commander. Accord-

i ::;ly, on June 26, 1862, he is s·-~ed orders con solidat in~; t}1ese 

ar:-!ies and a :n:poin tin'; Pope, w:-:or,1 h e had recalled from t 1 •e ·est, 

to comriiand the new 11 ArHy of Vir.:;inia". Pope was ordered ·1to 

cover the city of · iashington from any attack from the direction 

of i1ic:rrnond; to make such dis ::;:i os itions as wel"e necessary to 

assvre the safety of the Valley of the Shenand:ah; arnl at the 

sane time so to operate on t he eLer.1y 1 s lines of <;:omr.1m!.ications 

in t~e direction of Gordonsville and Gharlottesville as to draw 

off; if possible, a considerable force of the eneny from rich-

mond, an c t us relieve the o·Jerations against that city of t he 

Arr.iy of the Potomac 11
• 



• 

.. 

' 

3461-1647 
3-5-37- -43-

~ope assembled most of h i s widely se~arated forces i n t~ ~ 

vic :~1:_ty of Sperryville an d l a~c·:i.-'e : ton where he could cover t :ie 

a ·r o£'.ches to the Valley and to - .' ashin~~t•n and t hreaten :ordorn-

ville a~d Ch2rlottesville. 

In the meantime, on July 13th, Lee had started Jac:~sor~ for 

Jorrlonsville. Thus, one of Pope 1 s objectives had been ac·n.eved-

he :1ad induced Lee to send awa::r one of his best g enerals an.d a 

lar~e force. The capture of ci chr.10nd was to be r.1ade r.mc·1 easier 

fol"' . cClellan. -:.Jut , cClellar.. r1ns not to oe alloV!ed to na2:e an-

otl·.e!' e f fort to taJ ;: e t h at c i t :- , for, after -iallecl~ ' s assu ~ · tion 

of co~._ a1 d of all t~· 1e lo.nd forc e s, he ordered ( .\u ;nst 3., l.J0~) 

: cClellan to vat~1draw the _.rl.1y of t~1.e _1 otomac fron tn.e ?eninsula 

a .. :. d to unite it vii th the Ar: r~.r of Vir.=;inia. IIallecl: vrnr>.ted to 

un.Lte the t-70 ar!i1i es at Frellei-'icl~sbur";., nearer to i.iclir 1.0:1d than 

Yorl:tmm and between -iashin· _~ton aLd tichmond. 

29. C •. : :J.IU1 CF G.wCOrD .JU.L:.:. "~i:JN 

· arly i n u3ust, ~'ope 1 s aru7 vras concen tr a tin~; near Cul-

')B - er. Jacl::son,reinforced by l~.P. Hill fron d..Lcllnond, start-

ed. i o:;.." Culpepper from }ordoasville on L u 3us t 7tll. Ban:.~s, vr o 

ho.c. · ~ een sent forward by ?ope, attacked Jackson at Cedar _ Ol.mt-

aln on i.u3ust 9th, and vms defeated. In the meant ire, while 

.. ·cclellan was ernbarkin~; at :-IaPris on 1 s Landin.3, Lee started for 

Gordonsville, for the purpose of attacl':ing P•pe 1 s army 1Jefore it 

cor .. ld ·.Je joined by , cClellan. .1.~ ope, learning fron a ca )turecl 

order that Lee intended to t n rn h..Ls flanl~, at tac!: him i;.1 fo:;_•ce, 

and cut off his retreat toward s .ashington, then uithdrery be-

hi1'!d the J.a~)pahannock. Then :L'ollowed in succession Jacl:son 1 s 
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brilliant movement (August 25-26,1862) entirely arotmd }ope's 
west flank and his capture aDd destruction of ::?ope' s sup:1ly de-

uots at I anassas Junction; Lee's movement, with Longstreet's 

Corps, follor1ing Jackson; Pepe's withdrawal towards 1·anassas 

Ju·: ction and Centreville; and the Second Battle of Dull . ~un 

(Lc.nassas), i-1.ugust 29-30, 1862, in which Lee defeated .?ope. 

30. L. TILTAL Ci-i.LPAIGN 

Lee next dee ided to to.1:e t:1e initiative and cross t "1e :·o-

to1i1ac. This was do~1.e for ·}otl1. )Olitical arid military reasons. 

A Confederate army in Maryland ni.:;ht cause that State to secede 

from the Union; the invasion 11ould have a dee~) effect 0~1 the 

· ·ortl.!.eri1. peace sentirnent; a ·"!d t:1e chances of foreign i 11.te1"ven-

t .J.. on might be greatly enhanced. rron the r.1ilitary vievr)oi:;."'t, it 

was :1roba:11e that Lee would never ac;ain find the Federal forces 

with a lower morale.. He had ·.)een successful a gainst both Pope 

a~1d l cClellan; he was confidei1t that the rorthern arrJies Y!ould 

re1;1ain under the cornr.mnd of one or the other of these off icers; 

and he fully believed in his a')ility to best either of t~1e1i1. 

On September 2,. 1862, t he Confederate Ar r:iy of Norther•n Vir -

ginl.a vras concentrated at C:hantilly. Pope 1 s Army was e aroute to 

t'1e defej:ises of ·.ashington w:1.ere it arrived t :1.e next day . On 

Se 1;:ite1 ber 5th, Pope was relieve cl. from co11nar .d.. The t\YO ~Tni_on 

Ar;11ies were merged into one -- the .:1.rmy of the Potonac; ru: d 

1:cClellan was placed in coi :na:1d of the combined forces. 

On ;::;eptem'.Jer 4th, 5th, anU. 6th, Leers Army crossed t h e Po -

to::.!ac near Leesburg, ru1d on t :1e 7th it concentrated at ~·'reder-
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ick, Iaryland. His next objective was to be Harrisburg, but be-

fore entering Pennsylvania, he had to change his line of co. ; uni-

cations tov1ard the ·.7est, fart~rnr from the Federal Forces. ~-i.c-

cordingly, he decided to u se t :.:.e Shenandoah Valley l or thi s 

pv.rpose, but, as Federal garrisons still held Harperts Ferr•y and 

i :artinsburg, he detached Jac!:son to capture or drive out t h ese 

forces. Lee, ryith the r~1ainder of his forces, moved west from 

Frederick across South I:ou:1tain. Jaclrnon was to rejoin hlr: up-

on t:~e completion of his tas!rn. 

In the meantime, I cClellan had been movine; northvrestYrnrd 

froiil ' ·ashinBton. His movement was very slow because ·)oth he and 

.dalleck - the C•rnmander-in-Chief - were uneasy for the safety of 

t h e cap ital, and Lee's pur .)ose was, as yet, unknown to them. 

Finally learning that Lee had fallen back west of t~1.e . onocacy, 

; cClellan moved more rapidly a1~d on September 12th - 13th enter-

ed ~-r·ederick. llere by good fortl.me there came into his posses-

s..LOE on ...:: epte_· .Jer 13th a copy o:C the order issued by Lee ;:..ving 

fl."1.ll i 1· f orn ation of his pla!'ls fro11 wlnch he s h ould have .Jeon 

alJ l e to judg e Lee's d i spos .tt 1.0-.~s on t h at very day. :Jut : ic 

Clellan failed to grasp the fact that a prompt advance ni,:;ht 

enab le h h ! to place his superior forces between those of Lee 

and Jac!·: son , and he halted his t1 .. oops for the night instead of 

pushing on . After overcor.1in.:; sor~e opposition at CramJto;.i.r s and 

Tv r ner's Gaps on South Lountai n on 3eptember 14th, i icClellan 1 s 

arlF'J reached ICeedysville, a~Jout three miles from Sharps 'Jur ,3 on 

the evening of September 15th. 
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The Confederate troops e::.r;;aged at the Battle of Jouth 1 oun-

tain had fallen back to .Sharpsburg. Lee was anxious to concen-

trate his divided forces ar.d, as he d.1..d not know how Jac 1 :son 

had fared at Harper's Ferry , he d ecided to cross t h e ? otomac 

near :Jhar·9sburg. Learning at a0out noon on S 1pte111ber 15t:1 tl1at 

Jac ~ .son had captured Harper's . erry that morninc and VJas on t he 

way to rejoin him at Sharysburg, Lee at once ordered his t~oops 

i:1to ~Josit:i.on on the hei ·hts overlooking Antietam Creel:. 

i.1.ere on September 17, 1062, ~ cClellan attacl:ed Lee Jl..~t was 

1..ma~le to drive him from h~s 9osition. tapes say s t 1,_at t ''.e .Cat-

tle of Antietam: 11was one of t '_e bloodiest battle~ of tl:e \7ar, 

a d :·. t i s lilrely that more men were killed and wounded on the 

17th of ,:.,eptem'ue1" than on any single day in the wl1ole ·uar 11
• 

The hostile armies bivouacked on the battlefield a~ ~ re-

·.la i ned there watching each otl1er on the 18th. That evei1in'; Lee 

withdrew, undiscovered by t h e ~-'ederals, and had recrossed the 

} otonac into Virginia by the morning of 8epte~Jer 10th. 

Tl1e :...,outhern invasion ~1a.cl been repelled. LL:c oln )ro-

cla~ ed that all slaves in dtates or parts of States i n r o~el-

lion 01:. January 1, 1863, sh o ,1ld t~') en be free. 

31. p_ ~" l..;.~IC~_,JD1JnG CAI ?AI GH 

Lee's arLiy went into cam!_J nort:1east of --Iinchester to rest 

w :i.le it vratched the rederal _.r:.:y. i~cClellan did not cons .Lder 

h i s army in fit condition to follow Lee across t h e .1. 'otoi 1ac, so 

he con tented himself with havil:.G expelled the enemy fro n , o.ry-

land and vii th negative measures, such as the g arrisoninr:; of 
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Ilar:.Jer' s r ·epry, to prevent Lee 1 s return, while he refi·'ctecl and 

.. reor0 ar. ized his aruy. 0ut t~1e authorities at -/ashin~ ;ton a~,d 

the pe oule of the Horth were ir'~)atient and, on Octo~Jer 6, 1: 62, 

~iallec:.:: by direction of the .?resident, sent l cClellan an order 

•1 to cross t :1e Potomac anct give battle to the enemy, or dr.Lve 

hii. ~ s outh 11 ; and stated that Lincoln preferred that : cClellan 

s ·-toulc' i~~ove east of the ;lue ~idJe so as to cover Jashi-! ;ton, 

rath er t' ~an up the Shenandoah Vo. l ley. 1 cClellan re plied t~ at 

he -~refe::.."red operations in the ;.)henandoah Valley. ~ :;:e was not 

read"r to 2.dvance until late in Octob er, but, as by that t .:..me the 

.?otoFac had risen B.Y!d ! cClellan felt sure that the ort~1 Has no 

101:. ~ · er in dan~~er of invasion, ~ -!.e crossed the river at Jerlin 

(east of Irnl"Der 1 s ~erry), Octooer 26th - Nove1,1ber 2, 1862, for 

OJerat i ons east of t h e Jlue lidt:~e. 

l ee at 011ce started Loa::;sti-•eet 1 s Corps towards Cul:?c :_~·per 

Court ouse, which was reac' ed ~·over.iber 7th, but retained Jacl:-

son 1 s Corps near i."iinchester to :.::.old the Valley and threater... 

1·cclellan 1 s flank until t h e ene; y 1 s plans could be deternii!.ed. 

·3y t:l..LS date, I"cClellan 1 s ar !:'. '"'as in the area about · 'arrenton. 

I cClellan was now in a }Josition to separate the t'ilo win·~s of the 

Confederates and beat the;1 in detail or else to force t' Le: to 

concci"trate near Gordonsville --rhen he received an order from the 

.: resident relieving him from c0i 1:1ancl of the Army of the _'otrn;1ac 

and assi :_;ning :Jurnside to the.t co~uiand. 

_,urns ide 1 s plan was to ::; l ve u~ the Oran ;e and .lexa_o_dria 

:.ailrray as his line of comr:Tt..m .'-cations, to establish a base at 
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· cquia CrGek, to 11 impress U)1on the enemy the belief tlrnt he was 

to attack Culpepper or Gordonsvillej', and then to 11 r.1ake a i-•a;1id 

r.10ver.wnt of the whole force to .1.-·redericksburg, r1i t h a vien to 

a movement upon ilichmond from that point 11 • 

~~is arDI~l iJe~an to reach Falmouth on J:Tovember 17th. .1e did 

not cross the Hanpahannock because he decided thf'.t it rras in-

1?l'acticable to cross lar.'.j e bodies by the fords and he vms o.fraid 

to cross small forces, although the C(lnfede1"ate garrison at 

f.'redericksourg was very weak. His pontoon trains did not a1"-

r.Lve 1.U!til : ovember 25th. 

On i ove1~1ber 18th, Lee lea1":•ed of ".ii..i.rns ide ts novei 1on t, ::.:,r..d 

oy tl'ie 21st had concentrated 10:1.:;street' s Corps at Fredericl:s-

burg, nhere Jackson's Corps joined him on the 30th. 

After maldn.'.j s Orile prenarat ions for a tu1"nin:. move1 _e1!t ~)y 

wa-.r of Skinker 1 s Eeck, several miles, southeastvrard of ... ·reeler-

icLsourg, Durnside decided to force a crossine against t:le Con-

feel:' rate front. This was a tte ... ?tecl on J0 cem)er 13 - 15, 1C) 62 

( ~attle of Fredericks;Jurg) and J i..i.rnside was repulsed vnt'. '.1eavy 

losses. 

As 1863 opened, the stratec .ic ·measures necessary to win the 

war hacl r-ot been changed. Insofar as concerned t h e _ ortll , an 

i~creas i:" ~ly effective blockade, the uninterrupted control of 
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the l ssissippi River, and t::ie der.ial of the use of wate1"v1a7 s 

• and railroads to the Confed3rates continued to be the ~uidins 

•;1otives. T~ .. ese measures uere .ost obvious, but there was ap -

;)are~ tly no nilitary comrn:::n'lder in a position of auth oriity ai:d 

w .1.. t~1 suff :Lc ient vis ion and a Jili ty to formulate a plan for tll.eir 

exe01.:.tion nor vrns a-,.1y such "?lar.:. to be developed during t: ~e -:-irear 

1063. 

Th e Confederate stra tesJ i n the Eastern Theater was d~ : in-

ated 0 7 Lee who held to a ·') ol i c~r of open maneuver, lcee ./ill_; t :1e 

ener y as far as possible from .c1chr.10nd an d never abandonin ·~ t h e 

line of the i.1appahannock so lon~ as he could hold it. In the 

:ast ern Theater, the strate~i c defensive continued • 

.. 

0::. January 26, 1863, I~oo~. :er r e lieved .Jurns .Lde in c o:.n 1 8.l d of 

th.:: _ ri~w of the Potomac. 1y t ha end of Lpril, Hooker 1 s ar; 'Y en-

ca:n:·)ed on the northern banlr. of the aa·J~oahannock opnosite :'red-

ericksburg, numbered 133 ,000 ~.1e i.· ar d was well or;;an:i.zetl and 

Lee's army, poorly equi~J-ied, wretchedly clad, and livinG 

ti_-::>on short rations, occupied ca~.-2JS on the southern bank of the 

r:i.. ver fror1 ,Jank ts l•'ord to Port ... •oyal. iiee had only 60 ,000 nen, 

for :L.on ~;street Hith tvro divis.1..01:.s had been sent to t lle nei :·;h~Jor-

hood of Suffolk to ~~ather prov is ions. ~Iowever, Lee 1 s arLrJ was 

so dis ·Josed that he could c01:.ce;:-.:.trate it promptly at any ) Oint 

alon" his front. 
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·._ooker saw that the oosit :..Ol"~. must be turned , b1..1.t to t'1rn 

r .ver to 1:-rard its rnovt::. , the s·rnr.~~)y character of the C01.1!!try , 

a -:.d t:_o d_1_:i..ficulties of concealing the mover.1ent in the o;)en 

c01: try "ue lorr rrer..ericksburt;. T:1erefore, he decJ.ded to t u i-•:: 

L3e's left. 

fter de1·onstr•at:i: f; 1.)e ~-o d ·:oth ends of the .. 'losi.t.'...01: ii: 

orc'.3r to confl1 se the Confederates, :ooker 1Je Dn his i iai2:. o· ''- x·a -

tio s on ··n•il 27th. There fo l lovrnd, on : ay 1 - 3 , 1G63 , the 

Jattle cf Chancellorsville, i:.1 "f ic}1 ~:ool:er was defeated a· 1 d 

fr om. \i ich battlefield he r etre ~ted a·cross the ... =ta;yoahannoc1
: on 

t~.c 2'1. .L.).--~t of : ay 5 - 6. 

The decidin r~ factor in •Je e 1 s victory uas Jaclrnon. 1 s i.•:i.rch 

ar ol1.nd I.ooker 1 s ri~ ;ht flan~c ::· .d :1:i.s attack on tl1at fla,·~l: o:;.1 ~ ay 

2~~d. Unfortunately for the Go:1ferterates, Jacl~son was J'l'lortaJ.ly 

vrnu1~.dec1 on that evenin·; ai-id cl .Led on l;ay 10th . 

5.t: .. reference to :Iool<e 1"', 3tcele, in his 11 .Anerican Co.; 1-

al . r:·.y reached Chancellorsville on 1 .. 1ril 30th, :i1ooker 1 s .: lo.r , 

i:-i its c011ception and its exec·L1.tion :!.1as been character:urnd YJ 

the critics as 'masterly', '.Y.:.t fl"Om that moment to thv e:.::d every 

i te:: 1 of it was so fault-:,r t~1a t ~.,o one has ar:.i.s en bold eno· 1 ._;~1 to 

ve11ture a word in Hooker's defense • .U 

34. er .TT-:S:JUHG CiJ PLimT • 

.nfter Chancellorsville, t .1.1 0 0·1y;os ing a1"'mies resu 1e u. t:.e a 
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Jos:i.tim:.s on O"l.)i10site banlrn of t h e Ha·; :,:Jahannock. J)oth ar1.ues 

were i n need of rest 1 recu2Jerat i on, and reorganization. T:1e 

n or c..le of t L e Fed~ ral ' r r.iy had sui fered ~ other defeat, i;1JD.le 

t· 1 e.t of t' 1e Confederate ArT.Y'..y l:..o.cl reached the hi_;hest :10L1t it 

attain ed in the course of t ·1e i-rnr. 

The Confed- rates dee i ded to invade t he l!orth. In rr1al:in~ 

t J:.. :1.s d ecis.1.on, the Confed erate -:;overnmer:.t v1as influenced '.:Jy 

uol it:1.cal and military reas o':.s. It iJelieved it i:u~;ht :~ain for-

eisn reco5nition if victorio1rn i :r t·ie iforth, and t· .at aE .L::.va-

s i o1:. would strengthen the influenc e of t h e anti-war ~Jarty 111 the 

n o1"'th ar:.c1 increase the disaffection tha t ex .sted there '.Jecause 

of :".eav:.r taxation and the draft law:. In add:i.tion, t;rn f:i.nan-

c i al condit :_on of tlle Gonfederacy was steadily 3ettij:i -:; worse .• 

Lee needed su9Dl i es of clot~in ~ and s1ilisistence x Q ex~ec-

ted to :;et theri in Pen.-11.sylvania; and, of more consequence than 

anyt ._i:1c; , v1as the serious cond:i.tion of affairs at Vicks~urc. 

T:1e r e 1 ~'emberton was beil'.l ·_, "1es 1e3ed by Grant and could not hold . 
01.1..t 1:·1..'.c:1 lonc;er. Also, Dragg wc..s having difficu.lty in 1:e o .:.Ji nG 

losecr•ans from advar .cint; farther in Last Tennessee. Lee felt 

sure t :mt his nover.1ent northvrnrd would cause t he 1-,.I'E Y of t~:e 

Potomac to cover · :"ashi113ton a i.d he hoped that it i~1i , ;ht also 

co.use so;: e of the l:'ederal forces in the · es tern Theater to IJe 

.... ro" ::.;ht east .• 

Lon~;street urged another 1Jla:n wl.ich, hovrnver, was ··tot 

adop ted, namely; that the troo .. )s which had defeated liool::er "...le 

left to ilcol'.!tain11 Hooker's a1·y~r; that Lee hi, ·self ·;o to the 
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Jes torn Theater and talce co~ :..10.i:d of Dra'~g' s arr.1y; and t ' w.t 

3ra:-:g' s army be re5.nforced hu:i.~riedly by rail by Lon ;street rnth 

h i s tvro divisio. _s Yvhich had ·.)een absent from the .Jattle of 

Cllo.ncellorsville, b";r Joh.n.sto:.1 ' ri t l. his c01~n 1and, then at Jac~rnon, 

i -ississi:~)pi, by ~.>uckner, t h en a t noxville vritl1 a si.iall f orce, 

a .:.d by all other available troo:1s .. . Thus Lee would h nve ~1ad 

nearl~r 90 ,000 men as op·Qosed to -losecrans 1 84,000 a.:·.cl, accord

i :.lg to General , lexander: :r flosecrans might have been defeated 

a~d an advance made into Kentucky, threatening Louisville a~d 

Cincinnati. If any thin.:?; could h 2.ve caused Gran t's recall from 

Vic~rnburg, it '70uld have been this.ii 

Late in I:ay, 1iooker h earrl 0f Lee 1 s cont ernnlated adva;:ic e and 

nro~)osed that if Lee moved via Culpepper nith his no.J.n force, . 

l eaving a corps at J:i'redericks bur ,s , he be allowed to attac 1
: tl1at 

corgs. Later, he proposed t hat h e je allowed to raovc a~o.inst 

"1 •chri 1 0::.d. :C ac~1 proposal in tl."!.J'n , was disa·;provecl i.:l'i ~ln.coln 

w~: o i:-sistec1 that hooker should a. lways keep his army ;Jetvrnen Lee 

arly in June, Lee be .:..; an his advance, r,1ovine; v i a Culpe:111er, 

the lovrer .Shenandoah Valley, rnd the Cumber· l and Valley . : :ool>:er 

soor.. c onfor1:)ed to the move::icnt, 111arching ~ · !ar r enton, ED d 

crossinc~ the .:."otomac near LeesburG. S on after crossi;··.3 t :10 riv-

er, ~-:Yy direction of the fresider-t I eade relieved : -oo1rn i""' in com-

mo.:c1d of the ... ~rmy of the :1 otori1ac .. 

It was Lee 1 s intention to acce 1~ battle only on t c~ 1 s of 

hJ.s ov1n choosing, but dti_e to t ::cc absence of :· .tuart on a raid 
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aroti.rd ieade 1 s army, he laclced vital in.formation and found llin-

self, on July 1, 2, and 3, 1063, cornr.iitted to the offensive in 

battle at :-ettysburg on a position chosen ~J:r the enemy. 

Lee was defeated in v1h at has been termed 1'the decisive 

battle o.f the Civil 1 .ar \'. Tln s i.:1as, indeed, a sad ·)eriocl :Lor• 

the Con.federacy .for the day followinG the Third Da~,. at :ett:rs-

bt:.r~, Vicksburg surrendered to 1~ i-·ant, ar'.d, five days later, :'ort 

fa1clson surrendered to Banlrn, t : n1..S openin3 the ~hssissi)pi and 

cutting t>e Confederacy in two • 
.. 
.wee retreated soon a f ter t Le battle and by July 1<1;th nas 

a gain in Virginia. Leade has 'ueen severely critic i zed ";yr sane 

historians for not launchin::.; a counter-attack or ~Jti.rsuil1c; :....,ee 

vic;orot'.S ly. 

Lee 1 s offensive canrn a :L,:;n l:.ad failed and in tl1.e ~astern 

Theater t h e rest of the y ear 1863 was characterized b:,r watchiul 

v1aiting vTith mucl1 maneuverin" a :1d but little fightin3. 

35. 0 . Ln.tTIOr s Il 1 
0

.i.!.ST Li~li T~~ ..... :i.Tl.!:R' 1863 

· :e will now return to the . e s t e rn Theater ai'..C:. cons :LdJr the 

O"'Je rations which had been ta. ·i · .. 9 lace there durin.r, l :J63. 

It wi ll be recal led t l1at at t he end of 1062, 1·:·rant 1 s a..:.d 

.losecran 1 s co111lilands were still e::.tirely inde!)endent of each 

ot>er; that J.tosecrans h ad fouJ h t an indecisive battle n .Lth 

1ra -- · near r-urfreesboro; and that G-rant, after uakin.~ an unsuc-

cessful attempt to move over·land to Vicksburs in conjuEct i on 

vdt:C. .J hen.~an 1 s advance by water, had Y1ithdrawn to :· emphis to 
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pre -; are for an advru c e on ific~:s"'uurg via the river. 

0:1 the Sonfederate side, --'-~neral Joseph • Joll st on ·1.c.d 

r eac>ecl : hattanooga on "'Jece···oer 4, 1862, where 1J:r d •_rect:.i.. ;: of 

_ r. ·--a vis, he had tnJce .. 1 coi;r . .?.. i.:.·_1. o:C" all Co:1federate foPces ·.-rest 

of the P.lleghanies. 

36. VICLSDURJ C.1-J PAIGI 

l~arly in 1863, Grant resl.11.led operations to ;ai::.1 >-is strat-

e ~~ic objective, nar.1ely; the O~)eni~~-::; of t h e i ississiJ::Ji. '.221e 

boldness of his strate3y h as ever siEce ';Jeen a narvel to :uli-

tar -~ s tlli~.e:r.. ts • 

Cn January 2 9th, he j oinGcl l: ..Ls army near Viclrn 'mr'~ a- _ took 

co:-:.- e_r·d il': person. .t'.fter sevorn.l uo1:.ths of disco 1 rr-a r;i11g; m~d 

i.msnc cessfu l atten"IJts to ::;et c _J art~:y south of Vic1~s 1Jur3, on the 

east side of the river, w:1ere _t could operate ar~ainst that city 

ori favorable terrain, he fii1.ally succeeded in novin dmn1 t:ie 

west : an!:: of the i.i ssissbJ->l to 2 !Joint suitable fo :e crossinG 

sever al wiles belog ~ icksJur3. ere, on J.~Jril 30, l .'J 63, ·!:Lt: 

t -.: ..: a :i..d of Porter's s:;unboats and tl1e trans:1orts '!~1ic 1 1 ho..-1_ rv.n by 

tha iJatteries at Vicl:slJurt:;, he ·..>e an to transfer h.LS trno ls to 

t ).e east ~Jank. 

i~fter defeating a s11all 'Jo:_federate force at .'ort G·i:Json on 

ay 1st, he cut loose fron lns Jase, relyin~; for s11.:o· ,lies Di'. what 

th ... ! an could carry and 17hat conld ·oe .foraged of f t 11u co1J..::.1t1,y 

a __ _ . stru.cl~ out toward the n01,t:1east • 

. he forces of ·]eneral .?e111 1eI•ton, vrho com.10.nded t e ··onf eel-

erates in I .ssissinrii, vrere .} :.dJ:y scattered tllrongho11 .. t t' .nt 
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3t c.te. Pemberton, hir.1self, had (~one to Vicksburg and was tele.-

~ra hiE~ ; to assemble ~1is forces. Grant anticipater'i_ t~iat t:_e-y-

would "'..:: e assem0led from ever-- ava:T.laJle place to save Vic:~fJ~.urg , 

a·_a_ learned that there vrnre Cm-Sederates at Jac 1:son. lie, tl10re-

f or e , decided to advance toviar•c1s Jackson n.nd the :'ailwa-- '."fest of 

t~--at i)lace w:~icl~ connected it ·:rith Vicksburg, nith a vievr to de-

f e2.tl~ _ , the enemy in detail. ..·irst, he would drive .;ac~ ·: t1.1e 

Co:_l'ederates at Jac) :son; t:-1en, tnrnin:·; vrest, he '.ro·~ld attacl~ 

. .'en0erton. iiis plan was successful. On Lay 14th, he defeated 

Gerieral Johnston at Jacl:son. =re then turn ed vrest and defeat eel. 

:)em· er ton at Champion 1 s ::111 Oi1 : a· ,- 16th . T:-ie next da·~· ~Jon _•er-

ton retired within the defenses of Vicksburg ~ GraEt assaulted 

the defenses on ;'a-y 19th, ~Jut fa iled. He then investec1 t~1e 

1?l2ce ar d began siege operatio:~ s w:i..th t h e result tht:t., on July 

4, 1,..,63, Vicksburg capitulated. }ort i.:udson surrer derec.l to 

J anks OE July 9 1 1863,, thus O_::> enin ·' the i."..:.. ssissi·o::,ii to the Peel-

ere.ls for 1 ts full leng th, s e ·0arat i r g t he Confederacy into two 

r:iarts, and ) ermitting the ti ~)1tenin,s of the blockade .• 

37 . c:~ rcr~.Ai..AUGA CA~ p AIGl!. 

-~osecrans 1 ar1~1y rej.mined 2.t - urfreesboro m-til lnte in June, 

l ub3, confronted by Bragg at Tullahoma, wl::ose ar11:,r covei>ed 1'. :lrn.t-

t a!10oga.. For several r.1onths t· ·ere ·were no lar,se scale o-_Jera-

• tior s by t h e armies. Confederate cavalry interfered ser:1.o-t:i.sly 

with \'.osecrans' lines of co:m ll.L J.cations. The ·.:ar , J011a1"'tl"ient 

a::.d, also, Grant kept urging hi1,1 to drive Bragg out of ~~ast 
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Tennessee, but he bel i eved that sii.ch act i on would si:i1})ly result 

in Dragg' s reinforcing the troops o~Jposing Grant at Vi.cl~s iJurg; 

t herefore, he remained a'i i urf1"eesboro, do int; his ~J est to i)1.i_6 

h.Ls a1":. y in condition for the coming campaign. 

Finally, on June 23, 1363, h e issued orders for t :1e . .iovei::ent 

a ::;c ir~.st .Jragg's forces at Tullahoma. At this tine, . .Jurns :!..c1e, vrho 

h ad coi. e to Eentucky to ta1rn comr.mnd after the JJattle of ./reeler-

icl:sburc , was moving toi.-rard Cumbe rland 'tap a ;;ainst ~.ucl:ner whose 

corps was in the Valley of .. ast Tenn essee; Grant was investiEg 

Vic1:sourg; and Lee was on h i s viay to ·}ettysburg. 

B•.r brilliant maneuveri :!. _~, .losecran s forced ..1ragg to l"et ::.re 

fro:.' success i ve positions 1.mtil, a·Jout July 3rd, .Jragg 1 s al"l~1y was 

in 11.attanooga. 

Josecran 1 s army remained acout fifty : 1iles north of ..!~1attan-

ooc a f or several weeks. ais next task was to ta)rn t h at city -

t he i r1nortant railway center ar:.d tr_e ke:r not only to :;:;;ast Tonnes-

sre, but also to north Alabama, n orth Gerirt; ia, and i.1iddle Tenn essee. 

aallec1 ~ urged his advance at 01:.ce but for va1"ious good reasons 

_fo s ecro.ns did not begin his mov0rent until _ u ;ust 16, 18 63. 

J;eanwhile .3ragg had 1Jeen for tifyins Chattanoot:;a anr1 • ial: ing 

other 1.:ireparations to o··"l}?Ose a i ... iver crossing . lie had recalled 

Buclm.er from r:noxville, v1hich -:i lace had been occup ied at o:~c e by 

..JUr n side , and had been rei::::forc e d by some of Johnston's tro o:~s 

fro:r. ~ i ssissippi. Also, T~on ;street was enrou te fro1,1 V.Lr3il": ia to 

join him • 

. tosecrans made a feint at crossinc; the 'rennes.see rritll De.rt 
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of ~~ .Ls arr:y northeast of Chattanooc~ a. ".Jut crossed vn t:~ t11e :.mll:: 

of :_t several miles '!lest of t l1::: cit- · , completin:: the rnov(j:'.er:.t on 

3::; •te: .!Jer 4th. 3ragg' s lines of c011L1Ul1.ications be in_; t·1reatened, 

he evacuated Chattanoo;:; a trm <.~ays later and retired several i.. .. iles 

to t ·· o south. H.osecrans occu>)ied t:1e city y1it;1 a s 11all f orce and 

at e .. 1ted to cut off t h e retreat ·.rith ·oart of his forces rr~:ile 

9 :.n'm.J.ing ·wi tl1 the rest. J ra3g attacl;:ed ru .. d defeated tosecr2..ns 

at t:~e ~.attle of Chiclrn.mauga, Se·.:itenber 19 - 20, 1063, whereur>0n, 

_-losecx'alls retired to ChattanooGa and occu~1ied and stre!1~~t : 1e:-i ed 

t:1e :Lield wor1 :s southeast of t' "!.e city which the Gonfederates had 

previously begun. :Jragg follorrnd .:tosecrans and, .Jefore t : _e end 

of ,,) cpten0er, was in position confronting the I'ederals 1 de.:2e: ses • 

IIe conte:.1tec1 hil"~self vnt _1 inve st:u~; ~ -osecrans 1 ar•i.TJ fro!!1 tlle 

so~theast, leaving to t he C o~ fef erate cavalry the task of cut-

tiE j off its coru 1un ~ .. cat io·( .S 17.~ t' t }1e I 'ederal depot at .... rid:,e-

port on the northern s i de of t >..,:) rlver and the destrr1 
.. ct..L011 of 

t :1c l"a:1_lway beyond tha.t point. 

33 . .::.ATTLi ... S AitoUi'D CLATT JJ \. (;JA. 

:Jecause of lac!{ of su~~l 'lies, t~1e co:.'lditJ .. on of _tosecrn.Es 1 

ar",-- r s teaclily became no rs e. Visorous efforts wex•e : J.ade :; r tl1e 

Jar x partr:en t to bring relief: - Grant was ordered to send 

t : oo~') S from Viclrnburg; :Jurnside, at Enoxville, vrns dJ.l"ectec.1 to 

' so to l1osecrans 1 a.id; and, :~oo~~er was started for ":hattanoo.:;a 

u ... tl1 tz10 corps from the Army of the ,'otomac, but, on ordex•s from 

.1osecr•ans, vrnnt to Bridgeport to nrotect that base a:n.d tl10 i-•ail-

wa;~ ..; ac~: to iiashville. 
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T:: e m.i.thorities at ashL: :ton at last awal:ened to t~ 10 _)oor 

0ol~cy of having several ar~les in the field ooerati · ind~ cn rt-

e ·1tly of each other ond with no conmon head exce·1t \e11e1,al -. :al-

lee:~ at t>.e Capital. There was cr-eated the ; ilitar-7r Di vis :i..0:1 

or"' the : · .ssissippi, consisti:1::; of the vepartmen ts of t'~ ,:: Ohio, 

tl1e Gu..-rn..Jerland, and the Tennessee, and all the area fro::1 t>e 

.J.lle.::;~1anies to the 1 .. ssissi;y)i north of C:-eneral _, an!-s' co-.· o.nd 

(in Louisiana); and, about 0cto0er 16, 1863, General r+rant ·'as 

ass:•-cned to coi.rr:!and t h is divisJ_on. 0y the sal.le Oi."der, (;m::.eral 

Tho: as relieved l"losecrans of his corimand on Octo!Jer 10ti1 •.. 

c:.r2.:-: t reached Ghattanoo_;a on Octo!Jer 23rd. ~ ~ ·1r oject, 

w'.1ich :osecrans had Je3tm, Lor s~ 01 ... tening the lL-.le m.' co:.i-u.11i-

• cat:i_o:·!s \''itl-: the base at Jr:i..Ll;e:)ort vras pti.t into eff ect, -J~r 

Octo'J er 29th after overconinr; s01.1e op .. Josi tion n.nd, thereafter, 

was :;t1arded uy IIooker; thus, solving t : rn ·1roole of SU) )l·y •. 

:.arl"- in ~ : ovember Jragg sent Lon _;stroeet to drive __, n rns:i..de 

frou : r oxville. The ati.t :10rities at ·., ashint~ton in ... ~ed Cre.:1t to 

se. d relief' to Jurnslde, but 2·ra.;.··t lrnevr t ' at an at tac!;: on ra:m 

woulc1. o e the best wa·,r to ~Jrin.; a°'.J oFt st~ch relief. ·:+rm tt ·.-ras 

m :.a . le to attac,_ until the arr J.val ;i f Jhernan who vims on ~lls 

way from Vicksburg.. ;-1.fter h is a.rri val, Grant, on - oven~Jel' 2(-25, 

1363, attacked .Jragg and defeated him decisively at the Jattles 

of :_col:out ~ otmtain and i _ ss ionary .rl idr;e, south and east, l,e-

' s ~ect~vely of Chattanoog a . 

·ra:..,t 1 s next tasl::s vrere to Du.rsue ->rat; ·: ru· d to sei.:.d t -:·oo~Js 

to r e lieve . iurns ide at Knoxville• . 
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:Dragg re•real.ed southwarC'. to 1Jalton, Ueorg ia, vrllere or.. · ,ec-

e· :u er 2Ed, at his own request, llc vras l"'e l i eved fro" c a ·~ · anc~; 

~iardee succeeding l-iim. Pursuit Dy ~"ederal f'ol"ces was sus ) e 11ded 

i~ear ·anr-;gold on :;ovember 2J th •. 

· hen Lon3street reached t ;_-• c vicirnt7 of I':noxville, i'.'.l''ns:.de 

O!/·,oserl. him souti.1 of that cit;r but, in accordance 1 . c t: ~ i n strli.c-

tio::s, o:Lfered little resista:::..ce, t~rus drawing }~on ~street as far 

as _Jossible from Chattanoo~~a. 1Ster ten da7rs of 'Ire )aratio. s, 

Lo:~ :street assaulted :urnside' s defenses on i·: over:.ber 2s t:1, ·uut 

was re 1)ulsed. In the near.ti ·e, \ '·r - ~ ·. t had started J:1er: •ru1 to 

,J·ar~side 1 s aid. Lon ·;street, learnin.c; of -~raGg' s defeat at Ch ::-.t-

tanoo[;a, started to retv.rn to Vir.::;in i a on Dc ce1Ji)er 4th. ,)her-

]}!2.1 reac ~ .. ed : ·noxville two days later; then l"'eturned to C'12.ttan-

oo.; a. 
1/icti 

1i111.us we find, at the close o f the y ear 1863 'A for t~1e ±':erst 

t L :e SJ.nee t !'.e war had oeisun t'1e vrh ole of :-:;ast Ter.iiessee vro.s 

l.rn.c1er t h e control of the ~7'ederal Arri-•r an d 2res ide t :i:LncoJ.n' s 

devo"'.J.tly ch erish ed w·ish for the relief and :•rotection of t~ie 

loTal inhabitants was at least achieved. 

39 Cl" )' . -TI s PL . , .. ~ 0 ...,.,.... "{""• . c ' ") • -,-,- 1864 
• ;° .Ll.,i • .!. ··-.1. 1:) l.' -L v: . l ~ U° --1 J. .f.l\..ih' • e 

r:-~ I1'ebruary , 186L1, Conc;ress revived the crade of lieut or:.nnt 

~eneral.. On l.. al"'Cl! 12th, :2reside;.t l.iincoln aynointed TI'ar•t to 

t h at off-ice ,. made him com .?.nd,r-ii. -chief of all li'eder•al o.rr1 :..es; 

a :-id e rsonally .~ave him assurc..·- ce t :1at he would be allowed to 

ex ere ise the real fu:: c tio1- s of t ::e off ice. On the s ar.!e date, 

.3he r 1:·an 17as appointed to succeed Grant in c or.mand of tli-~ :0i vi-
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Then for the first time since the vrar had be r;l..1.n, a clefin-

ite :.Jlan of action was laid out for the Federal arnies - a ·_Jlan 

that contemplated the simultaneo1'.s and concertecl. move~ .eri.t of all 

t h e 2.rmies toward a single ultir •ate objective; nar.1e:,_y, t .. :.e de-

stI'l'.ction of t li e onl~,r t··ro orgayiized armed bodies of ar::~T co~ s ~;_d-

era le stren:sth that the :::J out:1 h ud in the field. ~1llese -.Jodies 

wer e Leet s arr.1y in Virginia a·;.c~ t h e force l..mder ·:··e:1eral Jose· :h 

:. J ohnston at Dalton, '1eor3ia, corn~1osed of the r:m~r of the 

Tennessee, lately under ·a ragg, consolidated rntl1 the •• rr.r~I of 

I" ississippi. 

Grant's basic plan of O)er ntion s is stated r.iost co1;.c.Lsely in 

three se~1 ten.ces extracte ' frm.1 lns confide·.1tial letter to Jherman 

date d fpril 4, 1864: 11 It is r.r desi -:;n, if the en.elr'J ~:ee~J quiet 

a·:: d allm"T me to take the initiative in the S1JrinG ca;·1yJai_--.;·.J., to 

\1 or~· all parts of t l1e arry t o :;e t ller, an d somewhat to'-rards a con-

mar_ center. x x x x x I will stay vn t h the ;'.rmy of t !le _;otorJ.e.c, 

i ncre ased oy Burnside's cor-:;s x .xx xx an.d operate directly 

a :,ai:-: st Lee 1 s arr.iy, wh erever it ;J.a.y be f ou_1d. x x .x :;.: x '.:ou I 

pi-· o~Jos e to r.1ove against Joh£.:.ston 1 s army, to ·orea1: :i.. t un a"J.cl to 

;e t i· to t ~ 1.e interior of t :.w eneI.ly 1 s country as far as -ytou can, 

ir.f li e tin~ 2 :L l the damag e you ca.i.""l a Gainst t eir nar resources • 11 

I n addition to t h ese ope:r•ations t :1e i ~rri1y of the Jm1es, un-

der .Jutler, was to o~Jerate a ::ailJ.st . lichmond from the s out_1 s:o..de 

of t~1e James fU ver; General Sis el ts command in ·lest 'fir )inia 

was to operate in the Shenandonh and .1.~anawha Valleys agai":~.st the 
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Vi r .:; inia ai'1.d Tennessee Hc:.ilroad ; an d, i n t h e · ·est, Canb7 ·,ras to 

se _ze 1 obi le and then ad vane e northeast 1:mrd. .i.11 o·)erat :to11s vrere 

to ~eGin about iay 4, 1864. 

:Jl~ring the "lin ter of l :J G3-18 64, the Ar r.1y of .t e 1oto_ 1ac ar_d 

t~c . l"tr;,~ of i orthern Virg inia confronted each ot:·~cr on o 1 iOs l. te 

s :... c!.es of t h e 1lapidan .L1 i ver. 

Gn i arch 26, 1864, Grant esta'Jlish ed h i s headquartePs at 

' 
Cu lpe :_1per Court House. !.' eade i-·etained corm ian d of t h e .. r. 'Y of 

the _ ot01.1ac a 1 .d all Ol"ders to it vre re ~i ven thro1 15h hi1 i. .,_rn-

side 1 s linth Corps, which had re Joined f ron t l1e :estern 

TJ.ieater, was not incorporat ed ·,-r 1. t l1 that f·.rny u'.nt:t.l later; :101 -r-

ever, :1_t went through the s pl"in r~ can p a i gn vnth it. i.t this 

date, it ··ms suarclin~ the l"al lvrn.- from the .{ a ·1 nahannocl:: 'o ac } ~ to 

-.Jull .. 1un. The total Federal st1"e1 th was a'Jout 105 , 0 0 0 . 

Lee's headquarters was at C1..,a11 e Court ~Iouse. ~- is arJ ~y 

ilad -.J-::ien rejoir..ed by L0118;Stre et' s corps from the . 'e s tern rr:1e-

ater, ru:..d numbered at thi s ti;. .e auout 62,000. 

i~s alreac'2.y stated, C..-rar:.t' s J ain o ~Jj ecti ve was to ~e _.ce' s 

ar· J • Jehind its ir..trench ie::. ts ;:;.: d the .L{apidan t is arj y uas 

unassailable in front. GraEt : ·ust turn one or t l10 other of its 

flaLl::s cLd, thus, force it to co .. :e out of its intrenc~i;ie;1ts a.i1d 

f ~.):t, or suffer itself to 'u e attacl::ed in reverse. l.te Pesolved 

to ti..':.l"l: its ri~t flank and ~J.o·.:ed,. by concealHent a. d ro. y :..d _._ty, 

to cross t h e - ~anidan and get out of the ; ·ild13rness on it s s outh 

s i de ,~ efore Lee should discover his movemer..t; ox•, at least, 
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before Lee could take effectual means to oppose it~ 

Crant be:~an his movement at midnight Lay 3, 106~,, and, -oy 

n.L ·' -t of ~ ay ~th, his trooi;:is y1ere on the south side of t- :.e .i.a·1i-

dan ar d in the heart of the ,-ilderness and, as ;,:-et, ht:i.cl !let no 

op ~os_1..tion. Lee had antl.cinated the movernent o.Ed hue. not -,_, oen 

dece i ved by feints that had ~een nade aGainst his left. =e tuok 

no steps to prevent the river crossing, but, as soon as llo learn-

ed t -_at the Federals were on t : 10 march,, . he started lLs cor· 1S for-

ward to strike them in flank .Je:Lore the:y could get out of t~1e 

:ilderness. 

Lee attacl~ed early "n ~ .a ·- 5, 1864, hoping to tal:e Gra t at 

a disadvantage in the narPow roads and junr.;le wi th.out brin~; ing 

on a General engagenent before h .s {Lee 1 s) rear cor~}S could ~·et 

il"_to action. The Battle lasted t•-ro days (i ay 5th - 6th). The 

fi::;hting was desperate, hc.t was indecisive, al t h ousl1. the ~· ec,eral 

losses v1ere about twice t : ose of the Confederates. Grant re-

s'.1. eel l~-s eff arts to turn Lee 1 s l"'lt'.';h t flank on the eveni ''- ~ of 

· itl1. refereEce to the ~attle of tl:e ,ilderness, Steele says: 

11 .3 trategically rirant 11ad failed to r.1ake Lee co:- ~e out into t::.e 

o -Jen; but Lee :-1ad failed to stop Grant's army. It vvas t :10 f..Lrst 

time, so far, that the Union -_T'l'Y had foucillt a great 'battle on 

t b.e soil of Virginia and adva.c ced i · ediate ly after•:rards. It was 

t he ~- -'.rst step gained in }eneral \ -ra·.-it 1 s policy of 1 coat i!:.nous 

ha::..1r,1ering'; the (;onfederacy could not stand many more Sl.1-Ch bat-

tles, call it victory or defeat. 11 
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:.:-or the nele.t few weeks, Grant repeatedly atter.:)ted to t i.·..rn 

Lee's right flank in successive ~ositions and cut his com~~u~ica-

cations. Grant's successive strategic turning lilovoments all 

failed to get his army between .Gee and Richmond. In each at-

ter.-!9t, Grant found Lee's army intrenclled across his road a:nd. 

des-?erate battles were fought at Spottsylvania Court House 1 

t :1.e !-or th Anna, the Totopotomoy, and Cold Harbor (June 3, 1864) • 

·ith eacl, movement,the · !ederal :;.rmy 3ot closer to Richnond, 

but that was not the objective. As stated by Grant in his in

structions to Leade: "Lee's ar;.·;-y vlill be your objective ~)oint. 

,11.erever Lee goes, there you i,vill go also. 11 

Tl-:..e i~ ain result of Grant 1 s operations froi' the i.1a-oidan to 

the JcPes was to wear out Lee's ariily to a 13reater or less de-

gree; bl:t Grant 1 s own arm~r ~1.o_d s uffered nearly three ti es as 

;jreat a loss in men as had Lee 1 s. Nevertheless,. Grant 1 s crur..-

pai[)n had not been a failure. ids ar1-;iy had lrnpt adva·1cinz; ai-1d 

f1 3hting , which was sor:iethin3 t l1.e Federal J_rmy had not done in 

V .Ll"ginia under any other corm 12_nder. 

41. SILGL CF ?ZI1~RSDURG. 

r"or a few days after the =.attle of Cold liar~Ol", Grant 1 s 

ar~w rei.1ained behind its earthworl·:s confronting Lee's arm~r at 

Cold ~:arbor, a few miles north east of Richmond. That cit:r VTas 

defer. ded on the north s i de of t h e Jrunes by a line of vmrl~s ex-

tencli1~g from the river a uove t he town to Chapin' s Jlui'f on the 

river '.Jelow it. South of the James, Beauregard occunied a li _c 
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of .7orl::s from the James to the ~-ppomattox, confronting and hold-

in.:; Dutler ts Army of the James within its intrenchments at ,Jer-

muda 1:u:;:idred. Still farther to the south, a c i rcle of strong 

wor~:s extended about two r.1iles outs J_de of ?etersburg. 

I~alleck proposed to ._~rant t ::.at h e invest nichno11d on tl1e 

nort~ s i de of the river, as sue~ act .on would ~ive greater se-

cur i t~r to iJashington. HovJever, :-L t would never have accmil)lisl ed 

t h e fall of 1dcbmond nor tl:.e s urr c nier of Lee 1 s arr.iy '.Jecauso it 

wou1d not have cut Lee's line s of supply from the south O.!'~d the 

west - The Hichr:ond and Danville, the Southside, and the cldon 

railroads. Grant, t h erefore, dee ided to move south of t ' 10 Janes, 

tml te \'Tl. th Butler, an.d by a rapid advance, cut Lee 1 s corm :u -, ica-

tions • 

.Lle .; innin,Q; after nightfall, June 12, 1864, ' irant' s ar: n be~an 

its wi thdrawal from in front of Cold Harbor. ':Jy noon, Jtme 14th, 

it was at - ilcox' Landing , and, tuo days later rras south of the 

J::i..i es .Uver. This very difficult maneuver was executed sl::il-

fully an.d vrithout arousing Lee 1 s s11.sp i cions. ~•lthou3h j_,ee 

12arr:.Gd on June 13th that J-rai.1t 1 s arriy had w::i.. thdravm fro11 lu_s 

fpoz; t, c+rant 1 s mover.1ents were so well screened uy c overL,_ ~; forces 

t hat Lee bel5.eved Grant was n ot crossin£; the James but was simply 

movi·::~ closer to Dutler in order that these t,-,o forces 2:11 _t act 

jointly against Hichmond. Tal:en as a whole, Grant's movG. e~1t 

r.mst -Je considered one of t h e fL1est achieveii1ents of s trate.::;y in 

military history. 

In spite of Grant 1 s adll, he was destined not to be aj le t• 
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accor,i·)li sh his task of cutt i ne:; Lee 1 s lines of sup )ly for n any 

r_·wn ths to come. Due to lac!:: o~ initiative and misun.derstm'}.ding 

of orders on the part of his le aclinr;:; corps conn·,1ari ... ders, the ad-

va1-::.ce on ?etersburg after cross i n ,s the river was delayed so long 

t :-:.at t h e movement was d i scovered and Confederate reinfox•cei.:ents 

reacll ed that tmm. in sufficieri t i orce and in ti 1e to ·)reve~:.t its 

.·.fter several vain attem')ts to take l'eters~Jur~, Gran t con-

eluded that its works could not o e carried b~ assault and decid-

ed to invest the place as far as uracticable, to interce)t the 

ra1 lY1a:rs leadin~ into it, a nd to watch for eµportur: i t:Les to 

11 attac!c Lee 1 s army in unex11ected quarters south, or even north, 

of t h e Ja.mes 11 
• • Pursuant t ) this decision siege operations rrnre 

~J e:.;ui'l ai d, dur i ng t~~e next seve ral months the ope rat ions vrnre 

ch aracterized by minin3 and c ounter-mining, includin.:i; t 11e far. .ous 

'
1.?e tersb: . .1 rg i ine 11 explosion a:r_.J t21e unsuccessful Fedvral assault 

i n to t :1e mine crater; raids a ::,; 2 inst the Confederate's lil:es of 

su~·y : ly; and a gradual exte::. s ior~ of Federal and Confederate 

field ryorks toward t he west~ 

42 0,,-·- :-> op- ·-.:i · Tr-· ·s r- - . A"'T -i· · m ,,.r AT 'R su · 1- ·1, n F\ - l~'r-4 • .!..-· ~..:l ,, ,;, ,,,_;_ Ui 1. ..:.. ;j ~n_ , l ..: ...u .1!. , 1 _, · l e,, •Ji.J.Jl,, uO • 

'~lsewhere in the l:astern Theater there had been other 011era-

tions during t h is period. Sigel, who hacl been unsuccessful in 

t he Shenandoah Valley, had been relieved by Hunter. The latter 

drove the Confederates back to Lynchburg. On June 13th, ~aI•ly 

started toward the Valley to sti-•il:e Iunter in rear. :Iunter re-
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tr3ated acl"'oss the mountains h~to ·.:est Virginia and .:arly, ~)u.r-

suar:.t to Lee's orders, pushed o~~ doi:m the Shenandoah, crossed in-

to ; ar:,..land, and reached t :1e edg e of the city of '!ashin.::;ton on 

July 11th. In the meantir.1e, Grant v1ithout relievinG t:11:3 :1res-

S'.'..re on .tichmond, had sent rei. : .. :i orcernents to .:ashin~ton. r_L1>ese 

troo·: s ai'ld others reached th.::i.t city July 12th; hence, ~ai-•ly de-

c ided r~.ot to a ttac~c and w:.. tlldrew into Virginia via Leesbur0. 

The sequel to this raid Has that Grant sent Sheridai1 to 

cor.L ar:.d tl e Federal forces in t i1e Vc.lley. I-~e not onl~r e;c~Jelled 

-~arly, ·.:mt so thoroughly devaotated that :;raEary of t~1e :onfed-

eracy t >at, as Jheridan e :-:Dressed i t: ;'A crow would have to 

carl"Y its rations if it had flovm across the valley.'1 

43. o_ RJ .. TIOi. S II: Ti.:...; ··r:::sT ~ff T~: .... AT . ~H , !.364. 

It will be recalled t hat after his defeat at t~1e battles 

arou::-d Chattanooga, Bragg had r e treated to Dalton, ~eor ;ia, 

wl'lere ~ ~ardee succeeded hin in co1m<•.a nd. The latter ·,vas, 111 turn, 

succeeded by Joseph ':: . Johnston on Decem'.Jer 27, 1863. 

The army r ernained at De.lton durinc the winter of l'.J63 -

1864, Johnston doing all that ~ie could to it1prove its co11dit101:. 

The autLorities at Richmond wanted him to talrn the offensive 

and recover Tennessee, but he did not believe that the condition 

of his army warranted such action. 

Dt.n"ing this winter, the Pederals likerTise did little in tlle 

!estern Theater. Grant re;·;,ained in cornnand until a~Ji1ointed 

Cornr:a:r..der-in-Chief of all the armies in Larch, when Shernan sue-
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ceedecl him in corrn:1and in Tennessee. J)ecause of bad roads, the 

di.[f i culty Of transportin~~ SU-) :lies iJy the sin:~le r z. il\'rny from 

Nashville, and the temporary de : letion of his forces, it was im-

practica .... le for Sherman to tal::e tl1e o.ffensive until ] ay . 

It will be recalled t~1at d1err.ian 1 s !)art in the :::;ener8. l plan 

of cor.1bi::::ed operations d :i.rected hir.1 11 to nove a;:;ainst Johnston's 

ar;-y, to ')reak it up, and to :;et L1to the interior of t lrn ene:r.1y' s. 

cou:-·try as far as you can, L1flictin~ all the dar.1a.'.:'.;e ; ou can 

against their war resources 11
• 

:_t the be~innin~; of the Cm.1pai3n of Atlanta, 3her~ an' s arny, 

m.u-.. -)ered about 99, ·loO men. Johnston 1 s arri.y, after Tood j oii:e (l it 

early in the camriaign, numbered alJout 62 ,000. 

Johnston's base ·:rns Atlanta, ei-:;hty-five miles from Jo.lton. 

Atlanta 1ilas full of foundries, arsenals, a~1C.l machine-shops, and 

was t1 •e junction of several ra.ilvrnys of strategic importa:;ce; one 

through DElton to Chattanoo.3a; another to Virg inia, fnrnishing 

a lir..e of comr1unications between Johnston and Lee; a third 

throu~l1 the heart of Georgia to the coast; and a fourtl: to : 01:t-

~;oner7, Alabama. After Johnston's army, Atlanta rrns uh.er an•s 

next uost important objective; also it was the r.iost im9 orta:. t 

place for Johnston to g-uard. 0herr;1an said, concerniT'.:~ -· tla::.ta: 

"I knew t '·.at its capture would oe the death-knell of t h e .3o'i.thern 

Co;:~.f ederacy11 • 

Sheri:'an began his advance on r ·ay 5, 1864. ]y a se1,ies of 
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ver-- sl':ilful maneuvers around Jolm.ston 1 s flank ( usuall7,r the left 

flank) a:n.d with very few attac~;:s against positions, he forced 

JolD .. ston 1 s army to withdrav1 successl.vely from one lJOsition to an-

ot::.er until by about the middle of ,July it tool:: up a :uositJ..on in 

rear of ~'eachtree Cre ek, close to Atlanta. Here on Jul7 r1t~-, ., 

Joh· ston received a tele :._~ran d :·_recting him to turn over :i._ s con-

::i12.1_d to ~Iood because he j1ad failed to arrest the adv ~.nce of the 

Federals to the vicinity of '~tlar: .. ta. 

Three days later, '::ood attac: ed but was re --JU.lsed. ( .Jattle 

of Peachtree Creek) .. He then znthdrew into the intren clE•c_1ts 

close 1:..!Jou .. t Atlanta, but on Jul:• 22nd a'.Sain attacl:ed ('"_)attJ..e of 

Atlanta), only to be repulsed a._;ain. ,:)hernan then drew lHs lines 

L- closer about Atlanta. After fa:i.lins in several attemnts to 

cut the railways from L tlanta torrard the South, Sl1er11an fi:1ally 

suc,ceeded and on .Septenber 1, 1J 64, :;:1ood evacuated Atlanta .. 

3her1~:ai1' s army at once occu~ned that city and vicinity to rest 

ar_d :)repare for further operations. 

In comr.1en ting on the Cam-_Jaign of Atlanta, ::arille--r sa~rs: -

• 1 ·.:::xce~)t in attacking the I~enesaYr i..ountain on the 27th of J l1ne, 

the character of Jherr .. an 1 s o -erations vras, thro-,_ghout, t l1e same. 

To protect his r.1ain line from a counteI1 -attack, he left a foi-•ce 

intre1ched across it. He then reil"lforced his flanldn -:; win:; to a 

stre:~~;th sufficient to cope ·r ..... t~1 t e whole army of t he ene. ~ .. , and 

directed it by a circuit off t~ c l 1ain line, upon the Confednrate 

r e ar. In every case the 09erat:i.on was successful, obli.::_i;ing John-

ston forthwith to abandon his stronsest positions, and to retreat 
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Concerning Johnston 1 s o-')erations, Steele says: ii 1'1:!:.le John-

ston ' s retreat was carried out vr i th the greatest sldll, ru_cl uith 
I 

t .,1 3 least loss of i,en and nater'J..al; while witli any arny of 60,000 

h a ::ept an arny of 100 ,ooo two i.10nths aEd a half ( l .ay 5t:1 to July 

18th) mal:in,:: eic;h1;-five miles, hardly more than a r-iile a dny; 

his O) erat i ons, neverth eless m ounted merely to a passive c1 efe11se. 

fu1d t l:.c .::;re at len~th of time taken by Shernan in r~aini:..· ~~ tl1c dis-

tan ce from r1alton to t h e ror1 : s a b out Atlanta rras due j,1ore to the 

difficulty of the weather• an d roads ru:.d trans ·Jo rt t :1an to tl1e 

dJ.r 3ct resistance made by Johnston li . 

After evacuatin.::; fl_tlanta,. :_ ~ ood remained unmolested at Love-

joy ;· tat i on, thirty miles to tl'le south, for three weeks. 

On _, e-1teu«Jer 20th, he moved to .i?almetto, t\Ten ty-f :i. ve ;-1iles 

s o1' t~"-ne st of :»tlanta. :~ere . resident Davis r.iet hii:~ c.nd J.t ;-ras 

-ola:-1.~ e d t :_at Hood should be ; in ar_ actlve canroaign a ~~ai" st ..)he1.,-

r.ia-· 1 s lir..es of corru ;unication to com:)el him to a ".J andon -- ~tlc:u-ita. 

3he~ an at once n ade addit J. onal ryre~arations for the nrotection 

of t'1.e railways leadin c; ~)ac~: sor.i.e fou1., hundred l iiles to 'Es )ase 

at Louisville. 

arly in Octo~)er, - _ood took ths offensive against ,..) lrnr; an' s 

lines of corn::unication vnth t:~o resulL that SherLan i1ovecl c.11 of 

h J. s forces, exce-pt one cor:')s, to·rrard the north, and 11-- thG 15th 

was ~)aclr at Snalrn Creek Gap 1-rh0re he had be:::;un his cn.n:-:iai :;n in 

:i ~aY . ! ~ood believing that he :1ad drawn &hern an as far north as he 
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could, ~eant to select a posit _on and ~ive battle, but his corps 

co--1!'£'.rclers advised against it, so he withdrew torrards .-ac1-sden, 

·.1a:)ama, r1here he concen trated or October 22nd. Sherr_ai1. foJ.lon-

ed as far as G-aylesville, y1}.1el"'e he halted to watch J:ood 1 s l 1ove-

f ·ro11 this time forward, t'wse t'.JO comnarder•s marc:Je d c:·,_oir 

ar ·.i es in o:o;)osite directions - .herr11an 1 s ne,rcl1ed to t : __ e ~tla: tic 

Ccean a·· d i:lOod' s toward the Ohio : .iver. Par several rrne!:s ,_,her-

:iian had been trying to persuade C:·rnnt to let h i n r1arc' t tln •ough 

the heart of Georgia to the seacoast; thence, ultb ~ately n crth-

• ward through the Carolina's to join Grant in Vir[~inia. ::c had 

n at ·.)een able to persuade Gr ant t h at it '"fas not necessary to 
.. 

destroy- ~iood 1 s army before undertaking tl'le narch to the sea. 

)ut i10V! ..Jh er r· an YJas convinc ed t . at he could not catch : :uod 1 s 

ar J e..ri. d t l1at if he allowed it to decoy hir1 out of , ~nor~~ia i 1.:.to 

Telli:.essee h e vrnuld be do i n.::; :/ :.. e c isely vrhat the ..Jonfederatos 

wanted a ·1d would be ,-s iving l"!.!? a ll t hat he had Gained l.J-;:,r lns 

Atlanta Campaign. Soon after reachinG Gadsden, Hood moved to 

.)ecatur, .i.lab ama, seventy-five i:.iles to the nortl1west; tl1.3re-

n·)on C'l"&nt r;ave his consent to ..::iherman 1 s prop osals and, 011 ov-

eli!IJer 2Ld, 1864,, telegraphed to ,,herman to 130 ahead w.it: .. 1 ~E s r-,;:. r 

i ~ood moved northward to :e·ranldin, : Tennessee, where on rov-

e1~iber 30th he attacked Schofield and in the des -1erate ~Jattle 

wlnch followed, as stated "by ilexander, the Confede rates '1Y.rent 

down to defeat in a blaze of glory 11 • 
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;:,c1.: ofield retreated to ~!as: .1..ville wh ere he joined Tho:1as • 

~;ood followed. . Thomas attac":eU. i_ood, .LJ cember 15 - 16, i:..;54 

( Oattle of h ashville), a i:-1. decisively defeated him. ~Iood i.."e-

treated, ')ein~ pursuecl. for a t .L e, and finally by Jannary lJ, 

1865, t ~1e remnants of his army "rere at Tupelo,. :i.ississi:·_)~""Ji. 

Three days later, Hood as).rncl to '.Je relieved from his coI.ua:. .. d. _ 

.. t i.ashville, the Confederate ar•i1y in the · !este11 n ~:haater 

had ~een virtually annihilated. It "ras the most c1ecisiv0 vie-

tory cained by e.Lther side durin.::; the Civil '·ar an.cl one of the 

most brilliant. 

On l~ovember 13, 1864, She1"1,ian, with a l)out 62,000 ;1en start-

ed fr01.1 'tlanta on his r. arcil. to the sea. Dy Decom ~er l©th, he 

vras in front of the defenses of Savannah. . On >ecer.1ber 2ot:1, the 

J o:r_fec.ierat'es evacuated the c.1..t7, aid three days later Jllor an 

occu.~-,iecl it • . On his ::1e.rch, he had encountered virtual ly no op-

11os i t~on. i .is march .L S notable mainly as an example of an arriy' s 

c ~:tting loose from its base a: .d cor.o..i 1unications. Its nain ·)ur-

:9ose was to destroy the resm.L:-ces of the Confederacy, ''1hic:1 it 

did e :L fectually over a wide area. ''There is no question,· 1 so.~rs 

:tenero.l J.lexander, "that t~1.e 2.10ral effect of this march u ·oo::._ the 

cou try at large, both at the North and at the South, and also 

u1on foreign nations, was greater than would have been the most 
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:Jurin:; the winter of 186L1-6 i.5, it becan:e increasJ_n ,~ly c'.. iffi-

cult for Lee 1 s army to obtain su;:nlies. There were no lo· -~: er 

su f iciGnt food su~plies in Vir~inia. These h ad to be o .JtniEed 

in · o r t h Georg ia and the Carolinas and transnortad h:,r ra:tl to 

_ucru.-or:d .• 

Grant had been unable dur:i..ng the fall anc.l winter to cut 

t~i.c r a ilways leading into l1ichnond and .:.'etersburg from t h e ':'est 

h 1..i_ t lle was determined to kee71 on trying to do so. In cori ... noction 

wit :.!. these efforts, Sherl1an was to advance from avannru!. to join 

·Jrru~t; Schofield, wllo had bee :;:1 brouGht from the ·es tern '.L
1heater 

• to , ilmin~~ton, was to advance a l one; Lee's lines of cOL'.r.lUlEc c~tion 

n ear the seaboard and eventually was to join Sher; :an; anc1 0tone-

• !• a~.L , st ar t int; from Chattanoo3 a, 17as to r1al~e a raid thro1..i_ .. ;:!. sot1tl1-

ern '".l ~ uJ.es see, Georg ia, an d c'i.c ( a1"olinas. In a(1.dJ.t .L 011. t' '.ore 

we1" e to "'Je other operations, :ii nor in cor.i ,)e.rison, in Lla.Jal.1a 1 

: ·i ssissi~1)i and Georg ia. 

arly in I:arc h , 1865, 8her:: an advanced into l'.orth Carolina 

where he ·;ras opposed by Jose9h ,. Johnston wL o had been so::::.t to 

the Carolinas to sather the scattered Confederate forces ir.. an 

effort to stop him. Shermar.. defeated Johnston at !.verys:Joro on 

; arch 16th, and, again, at Dentonville, on :rarch 19th - 21st. 

He t:1e E continued h i s advance to i.~ alei .::;h, wh ere he arr._ ved on 

i~:pril 13th • 

.At Jichmond, Lee real i zed that eventually Gran t 1·ro1.1.ld ·jreak 

through his extended line of -:1.efenses - now some thirty-f:i.. ve 

·11iles in length - or vmuld succeed in turninG his i)osition; ar..d, 
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that h is only chance then would be to atterrot to escan e ~~th h i s 

ar·-:y a11d unite it with J ohnston 's. This was exactl7,r nhat Grant 

was deterr.iined to prevent. 3heridan had rejoined hir1 fr02J the 

Shenandoah Valley and the Sixth Corps, which had been sent to 

··1ashington to repel ~arly' s raid, had also ret1u0 ned • . :~ra:;.t 1 s 

forces numbered about 125,000 v1hereas Lee had but a"uout 57 ,ooo 

men. 

Cn Larch 29th, Grant's last movement to t l1e left ~)e_;an. 

Sheridan v1ith a force of cavalry a~.d infantry set out fol" .Jl.'.l"'l·es-

ville, the junct ~Lon of t h e .3outhside and the - ~icl1no:1d a:1d .Jan-

ville i1ailways. After meet in.::~ w:_ tl1 a reverse on I arch 3ls t, 

Sh er i dan defeated :? icl:ett and Fitzhugh Lee at Five Porks on 1.--)r i l 

1st. The next day, Grant renened his attacks aGainst t:.i.e Confed-

erate right, broke the line a;.:d forced it !Jack, and Gained _)Osses ... 

s ..L on of t h e Southside Jailway • . 

Th at night, Lee's army left ~achmond ru1d _, 'eters ' )'ur3, huI'ry-

i n:; toward the Dan ville :·tail way vri th the hope of reachin_; el. ther 

Danvi lle or Lynchburg ahead of t h e Federals so as to pern.Lt its 

uniting ·with Johnston's Army. Grant's army followed al0i1 ; the 

sout~ side of the Appomattox. 

Sheridan with his cavalry and the Second ru1d Sixth .:::or 1s led 

in t : e pursuit aD d reached :Jurl~esville befnre the Confederates. 

Lee now had Federal columns u 9 on his flank and in his rear, vrl~ile 

3h er l dan's cavalry was ridin; far ahead to cut off his retreat. 

On .".pr __ 1 6th, Ewell's corps, :L orming the rear GUard, vras cr.::;tnred. 

· ·.rhe ~.- l~:)pomattox Court House was reached, Sheridan 1 s cavalr~~ stood 
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across Lee's path. Lee's situation now was hopeless; accordin6-

ly on April 9, 1865, he surrendered the 'rmy of Northern Vu ... 3in-

ia to Grant. 

In Horth Carolina, Johnston also realized the hopelessness 

of fti..rther resistance a11d lear!'1ing that Lee had surrenllerecl, 

se:1t a r.:essage to ~herman neai-• _1.aleigh on April 14th requesting 

a cessation of hostilities wit __ a viev1 to negotiating tei-•ns of 

surrender. J.rrangenen ts finally· vrere made a11d, on A~)ril 26th, 

1365, Jol111ston surrendered to Sherman • 

48. COLCLUSION 

Thus the Civil ar caL1e to a close. Grant's plan of co-

ordinated onerations, ha vine; as the :Lr princinal objectives the 

destr1.'.Ction of the Confederate arr.1ies had, at last, 1)rou:;ht 

the vrnr to a successful conclusion for the Forth, 

Its campaigns and the outstanding corn~2.nders of the o·Ylos-

in::; a1"mies have ever since been the subjects of close scrutiny 

o;,r students of r.1ilitary history. J.~l though overshadowed in L1any 

res ··rncts by the immensity of the more recent '1/orld ',·ar a21cl by 

the development of new wea·:)ons a.i."1d the i 1provement of the old 

m~e s, there still remains muc:1 to be learned fror.i an analys::i..s 

of the strate8y of its cam,aigns, the tactics of its battles, 

t~ 0 c : ... aracters of its leaders, a~1d the r.1ethods of exercise of 

conn- and ar1d leadership by its commanders. 
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In summing up the mana,3e.: ent of the war, Geer, in l1:'.. s 

'
1 Ca:.l~Jai.:;ns of the Civil - 'ar 11

, very aptly says, Vii th reference 

to ti.1e ~~orth: i
1The f i rst year of the war was one of Ul1 i)re· Jared-

nass; tl1e second, of mismana.~e: . er_t; the third, of alter>1ate 

success uncl faj_lure. The fourth ·year marked t h e en d of t:~e 

political r1 i smanagement of t 1 1e forces: a trained soldler, for 

tl1e f :!.rst time, took full control of military operat ::i.ons. It 

had required. three years of ··rar to teach the Union auth or:i.ties 

t~.1at trained :professional sold:Lers should run arn ies. ii 




