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GenerDl Scott 1 s letter, the blockadll.e and the T.TissisoipDi . Cap-

tain DuPont's Corn.lliis s:ton of Conference, our firot J oii-~t Boo.rd , 

Tas~:s assigned the Navy • 

. 6. 01Jje_ctiveE_.and •?trat~gy of tho Confeclero.tes . The four 

obj cc ti ves of operations ln sea areas not under c orn1 iancl . decre -

tary Lallory understood and planned to carry out all fo1.1r 1 i.e . 1 

conu~erce destruction; breaking blockade; raids on Northern coast ~ 

and Confederate control of Chesapeake11 Indu"'trial resources · 

not a Llequate to cnrr y out this progrm,1. 

v1ith a chain of la[j oons o.n.:.1 coastal islantl s , and capillary rivers 

1Jenet1:atinc; to inte rior . l.~any bases both for bloclrnde - runners 

n.nr1 for bloel:n<lin[; f orces . Unuoual auount of na'!al activity 

acaJ.rrnt opriosin.s; troops facilit a ted b 7J rive rs . Atlantic coast; 

Gulf con.st; ~.:isslssiprii Ili ver arnl its tribu taries·. 

8 . C01:n:1and Arranr;01.1e _ _ntE_. Cor,i.' . . and of joint expr'di tions by 

lilcthocl of mutual cooperation . : ;arly joint conn.~and arran~ements 

on · ississip:Ji not satinfactory, but; became so v1hon 11J1.Val comr~and 

of the Flotilla was instituted, 

9 . Loss of No_rfolk I:Tavx ·Yaru. Proper .steps not taken to 

protect valuable Union property . Loss of eleven vessela , includ-

ing L~RHD.=Ac) and over 2000 powerful r;uns . 

10 ! EstablishJen.t of the Blockade. Blockade enormous 

problem, but ships hastily procured and stationed, and the blocl{-

ade rnpidly r.iade effective. Ii'ear adds to effectiveness-. Potornac 
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not under control until Spring of 1862. necomuendn.tions of 

Cm.Lilission of Conferei.lce. Privateers ir:eff\Jctive. Capture of 

Hatteras Inlet August 27, 1861. Linor Confederate victory o.t 

Passes of i~ississippi October lf3, 18Gl. Tho ram !.l.ITA::.iUi.3 . 

11 . The Capture of Fort R'2."J..al. Joint oxpodi t l.on nncler 

DuPont and :Jhcrman - mutual coqpeJ'::..tion. Bor.1barduent and sur-

render of .forts Nove1,iber 7, 1861. F'rui ts of victory amazin~ . 

12. - The Trent Affair. Pursuit of Sumpter . . Captain V!ilkes 

of San Jacinto seizes Ilason ar..d Slidell from Trent . Danger of 

war with England . 

13. Captur~ of Ports __ Ii~nry ar..d Donelson •. F'ort Henry cap-· 

tured Pebruary 6, 1862 , the u.irect attack bein3 by the gunboats 

under I:1 oote . Gharacteristics of the Eads gunboats and other 

vessels of the 11i ver l~lotJ.lla . . Surrender of l~ort Donelson on 

re oruary 16 , lOGl . ~rilliant victories. 

14 • . The Capture of Hoanoke Island •. Joint e:;;pod:J.tion under 

Goldnborou~ and :Curnside l'ebruary 8 1 1861, \:i th i·apid extension 

oi' control over Alber.iarle Sound. Distinguished l e a dership of 

c mn:. .. ftn<.ler I cOVIan • . 

15 . , The IL.~TITIIiif.1.C antl I~OITI~OR.. Conversi on of i.-::-;1rn.I 1.;:Ac to 

an ironclad . . Race be tween I:OiTFL'(Jf\ and r=HnII :Ac for c ompletion. 

LETI,,Ir!IAC attacks Federal force at Hampton Ii'. oads on i:arch 8 , 1862 , 

sinl~ing CIB ~Di.RLAiTD and destroyinc; COiTGIXSS. , Sacrifice of CUI:B:CR-

LAUD not in vain. Alarm of the Pederals. The 110ra TOR and 
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OUTLINT~ OF TE~ Pn:;..,0:.:,1~TATI ON 

llh.Vii.L OP~TIATIOUu 0111 r.1.1 ~ CIVIL VIAR 

Given by CoLUJQnder A. H. Rooks, U.S. Navy 

Nav~l Wo.r College , Newport, TI .I. 

J~nuary 29, 1 940 

1. Inportc .. nce of r:... Study of the Civil Viar. I.~ost of' the 

str~te Jic~l idea s still sound. The tuctics ~nd le ~dership 01' 

~re ..: t interest. 

2. Feder[,l l'kv ... l rorces. Very \!eccl':: ::n:cl in ... :llequ~. te c.t 

be~ir1nin:=; ; Ho11.i.e 8quL.dI1 0l1. oi1ly seven steLJn vessels. U.S. i'~tr 

of pasr~i ve coast defense ::mrl con.1erce ro.ic1.in~. Ii.1i.1ediate ["reat 

expansion oi' m.:i.terio.l anc-:. ~ersorF·el, V2..luA 01- i·:elles, Po:::, 

Ioher\'.rooc1. 

3. Confederate naval Forces. Initially n o armec: vesoels, 

Privateers authorized. Thirty-five vessels built in South durin,'.3 

v1ar. L.any others c onve rt oc1', or bou3ht abroad.. Conu._orce-raiders 

and blocl:ade-runners. 0UJ. l iciont 01 I"icern but no tra ined seamen .. 

4.. Lor;istic Support. South dependent on sale of cott~n 

and importation of :..!any eDoential nat·e·rials. Few iron v1 011ks. 

North stronc; in industry, c onu.uerce.,, and finance, and 

all essential resources, 

5. Objective::; and :Jtrate[~-,r of Unim1. Five objectives of 

operations in sea areas i..mcl.er cmm,mnd effectivel:,- carried out by 

Feeler al lTa vy . Prevc:ntec.1 1'orei~ intervention . Bloc1:ade . 
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General Scott 1 s lot t i.J r / the blockatfile and the I.Tississj_p:pi. Cap-

tair.. DuPont's Cowrnission of Conference, our first Joint Board • 

Tas}:s assigned the Navy • 

. 6. 01Jje_ctive~ __ and •?trat9gy of tho Confederates . The four 

obj e ctives of operations ln sea areas not under corn iancl . decre -

t a ry Lallory understood and planned to carry out all four , i . e ., 

con!J.Jerce destruction; breal:::ing blockad e; raids on Northern coast , 

and Confeuerate control of Chesapeake.. Indus trial resour ces 

not D.Llequate to cnrr y out this progrru.1. 

7. C~'g'_a_ctPr_Q.f Th~a~~-e E_f. __ O.Ee:i:.~-~_?._on1?_-. Lon,j coast line , 

wit"!:-1. a chain of la~oons and coastal islands , and capillary rivers 

penetratins to interi or . 1. ~any b ases b oth for blockad e - runners 

and for bloc.l::a·lin0 f orces . Unuoual auount of na"ro.1 activity 

aca1 nst op~ osin,c:; troops facili to.ted b 7J rivers . Atlantic coast; 

Gulf co::tst; ::1sslsslp!Ji Iliver an(1 its tri.buto.rieo·. 

8. C01111.iand Lrro.nr;c,1,1e_nt~ . Cm.L.o.nd of joint expr,oi tions by 

lilcthod of mutual cooperation . :::. ~ n.rly joint cmm.:..anc1 a:rran~ements 

on ·.:ississip~)i not satisfactory, but became so v1hon nr..val comLand 

of the Flotilla was instituted .. 

9 . Loss of N~rfolk 1.fav:;y: ·Yaru . Proper steps not taken to 

protect valuable Union property . Loss of eleven vessels , includ-

ing 1-:.GRHD.=Ac., and over 2000 powerful guns . 

10 , Establish.lent o.f the Blockade.. Blockade enormous 

problem> but ships hastily procured and stationed, and the block-

ado ro..pidly r.10.de effective. Fear adds to effectiveness.. Pot0111ac 



• 

• 

., 

.. 

• 

3910- 3310 
l/25/40·::- - 3 -

not under control until Sprin~ of 1862. ~ecomrnendutions of 

Cm.r.ilission of Conference. Privateers inefrocti ve. Capture of 

Hatteras Inlet August 27, 1861 •. Linor Confederate victory at 

Passes of Lississippi October 1:2, 1861. The ram !~IJ.TA:.-.:iiJA3 • . 

11. The Capture-~~ Fort Tic:.:;r_al. Joint oxpedi t.ion under 

DuPont and :Jhcrmar}. - mutual co~pert...tion. Bor.1bardl.1ent and sur-

render of forts Nove1,ibcr 7, 1861. F'rui ts of victory amazing; •. 

12. The Trent Affair. Purauit of Sumpter • . Captain Wilkes 

of San Jacinto seizes I~ason ar.d Slidell from Trent . Danger of 

war with England • 

13 . Capture of Ports_ Henry arn Donelson,. Port Henry cap-· 

tured Pebruary 6, 1862 , the clirect attack bein3 by the gunboats 

under I:'oote . Characteristics of the Eads gunboats and other 

vessels of the Hiver Plotilla. . Surrender of 1-;;ort Donelson on 

I1ebruary 16 , 1861. Drilliant victories , 

14 • . The Capture of Hoanolrn Isl and • . J oint eJ;podltion under 

Goldsborou.:::.h and :Curnside l 1ebruary 8 , 1861 , . \:i th rapid e:ctension 

oi' control over Al beriiarle Sound. Distinguished leadership of 

C01rr.:ancler Eowan • . 

15 . , The II:.~Im.IiiAC arnl roIUTOTI . . Conversion of i.~rm.I:t.:t ... C to 

an ironclad . , Race between i :oi.TFL'OH and I.:.:::mnI:Ac for completion . 

LEfi,Lil.'IAC a ttacl:s Peder al force at Hampton Ho ads on ::arch 8 , 1862 , 

sinking CULEt.RLAl~ and destroyinc; COHGio::;ss., Sacrifice of CUI:HCR-

LAIJD not in vain. Alarm of the I11ederals. The 110iTITOR and 
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I.L:m.:n!.;fiC. 'l1he i.Ilmi.II::J\.C contained . North constructs i11,proved 

nonitor types, single and double turreted . Nm·.· IIlO:GSID:GS • 

16 r On the Lississippi. Capture of Island No. 10 April 

7 ~ 1862.. Capture of New Orlean!J by Fn.rra3ut .April 25! 1862r 

'l'he :pl n..Yl of attack . Bor1 ba1,c1lilE:mt and pas sase of Ports Jackson 

o.nd St . Philip , F'irst li'ecleral victory on land or sea of cardinal 
" 

importance , Abortive atte~pt to open the river at Vicksburg1 

17 . The_Poninsu~.~ Campa~.. Goldsborou[:;h supports 

I'IcClellan . Gunboats a tter;ipting to reach Hicbmonc1 stopped at 

Drewry 1 s Bluff , Gunboats render invaluable services at I1a1vern 

Hill and Pittsbur~ Landing. 

18 , DuPont Attacks Cho.rleston. Attacks of C. S .S. C:ITCOHA 

and P.fi.LrJ!':TTO STA'r:S . DuPont ordered to make naval at t ack on 

Charleston1 Defenses very pov1erful~ F'ailure of naval attack on 

April 7 , 1863! Later joint operations under Dahlgren fail to 

capture city , which finally falls in 1865. 

1 9, Capture of Vicksburg. Importance of naval assistance 

under Admiral .:J . D. Porter . Operations at Hayne 1 s Bluff , on the 

Yazoo , a .=ainst J~rlrnnsas Point , on the Tied J.{i ver , and in the bayous 

of the up11er Yazoo , 1:i.1he Plotilla runs the Vicksburr; batteries 

and asoists in the attacl.: f'ri01,1 the south~ Surrender of city on 

July 4 1 1863 , 

20 . Repulse oL the Red niver . Failure of Red Iliver cam-

pai~n ~ Dangerous position of Porter ' s flotilla ~ Saved by the 

dam at Alexandria , Comrn.ent on river operations '! 
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21 . .Attgcks o~ockade . Technique of blockaL1e - runnins. 

Texo.no temporarily break blockade at Galveston and 0abine Pass 

in January, 1863. DAVID torpec~oes NE\; IRONOIDJ..;S in October , 

1863. IIUNLEY sinks liOUGATONIC l''ebruary , 18G4 . New Confederate 

ironclR.d ALBEI.1AHL:C threatens blockade in Spring of' 1864 , but is 

Qestroyed by Cushing. 

· 22. ~rhe Capture of ilobile . Hobile important as i.mnufactur -

inc center . Charac.teristicn of The defenses 

of :rolJile , Pn.rl'agut atto.cks on Aur.:;ust 5 , 1864 . Pla..'1 of attn.cl:: . 

Loss of rr ::: CUI~S:~II. Ii'arra3ut leacls over the mine field . Defeat 

· 20 . The Capture of l"ort :i?isher. Joint expedition under 

Portei: and Dutler fails on Dece, .. bor 25 1 1864 , as .,.Jutler vli thdraws . 

General Terry appointed to conn:.1anC. troops. Strenc;th of the works . 

The assault of the naval lanc1in3 force and the army , and the 

naval bombardment against stubborn resistance . 8urrender on 

January 15 , 1865 . Cessation of bloclrncle ru.p.n ip.g . 

24. The Cruiser Haids . Confederate c01m.1erce ... raiding 

seriously cripples North ' s shipping industry but fails of objec -

ti ve.::i and has negligible effect on outcome o.f vmr . r:elles safe -

guards efficiency of blockade. The SUEPT::::l~ , FLOTIIDA , GEORGIA , 

TAL.!.., J~;II-1.SBE , anJ. ~:IEi,TA:tTDOAH . Captain Ce1111,1es of the ALABA~""..A . 

IL~AL~J ~·. 1~GE under Ca::;rtc.in 1..iinsl ow sinks ALAB!J :A off' Cherbourg , 

Franco , June 19, 1864. Importance of correct conceptj.on of 

objective. 
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25. 9onclu:J~..S?.£ • Havy succosofully ii:,!1oses otrnnc;ling 

blockade; captures necesoary bases ; escorts , suppor b~ , and cove1~s 

An::y expeditions ; protectn mm co11L!1erce; denies use of sea to 

Southern conm1erce; ancJ. prevents .rorei c;n intervention. Imd of 

Confederate Navy ~ 
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t oek both tho PF idont of thio Oolleg d th 

lecturer, Colon l r 

st of our Civil 

t. po1nt out tho t v lu to uo of 

• lthOugh by mod rn atande.rds th 

i>on of that da er p~1mitiv , iuo of the naval trnt glc 

id o:f th Civil ar are t111 sound nd ouch 

plo today Ul'lde~ p1m11 r circumst ea , nd 1to t ct1aa, 1t 

1 dorahip and 1 ts l t o e of e d aro of u.ch mor than 

historic l int x-o t.. Colon 1 r1 t 1n hi e en tion vo17 

ably oov rod tho pOl1tic 1, eonomlo. d mil1ttlrf eituntion, 

so that dir ctly to th n v 1 o ro.tiono. 
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At the opening of tho 01v1l nr th Unit· Sta.to Na.vy, 

al though tronger t t any prov1ouc period, o 111 r lity 

asion t\ and ina.doqu te torco. Th ro u ro 1n e 

to l or onlr t ent7-four te vos elo , most of hich ero on 

f oro1gn ti on. 

cl o ocrow sloop of t 

on comprio d onl~ ono f1rot

clao , two seeond-cl e scr 

loop , n tour llox- te ro, total or von te veo lo. 

Out of c s ion d ithout 

t 1v ll r st n tot l of t n. Ono of the boat or the 

to fr1 t $ , th s lost lo 1th t other hip 

the Norfolk IT Vy Yo.rd ev cuat d . 

In ad tion to th te er th r ere about thirty 111ng 

v a la of' v 1ous iz a. Th u re of relatively little fight• 

in.a v lu and tho o '1bich er~ 1n c · aa1on o~a 11 usod to 

fla on oro1cn a tions .. indic tion f£ th 1r valu 

is c~n 1nod in th r ~ of Sil a Strin 011 he bad b on 

pl ced on bloc de duty in th tl tic. "I ll tr do :rou," 
r 

h n-ote tho I> pa.r · _.... ttmv 
~li'lil1 ....., 0 ailing rr1 teo d sloop 

for one of th n te ' r no 'buildln ••that 1D 1 

thirty guns for ix, thou and m n for a hundr u • 
In c on 1th for po r , the unit St ten 

tro.ns• 

1t 1on. to a r placing sail • the acr propell r 

r pl cing th ly aide heals. I ortrmt d v lo onte in 
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ol'dnruico vore tald.ng place, including explosive ohello, rifled 

cannon, heavier projoctilco, ond J.ongor rnngos. Tho of'f oxito of 

Dabl~on bad resultOd 1n equipp!nt nll ships tti th 1,:JrJ.OOtho-borte 

shell guns and boat how1tzcro equal to o.ny a.i'loat, o.nd the 

rtflod sun in an expor1mental atnta bad appeared on a fet1 vos

aols . The au steam fr1ge.tcs of tho UERRit!AO ci,.ne co.rriod a 

vory powerful battory, and uero re~ded tho \lorld over ruJ 

model rnon- oi'-war ot the wooden ore.. The united Statan, oowever, 

had nono of tho soo.golng ironclads 'i1bioh VGre beginning to mako 

up tho battle s quadrons of fol'oign r100te. Tho weight .of navul. 

opinion ~nvorad tho smal.ler wooden otas:mera, the 1'r1ga.tea and 

oloopa which wore the heavy and light orulset"s of that poriod. 

The eyos of the country wore tumod to\lllrd tho West. nnd Ame!'!ca 

did not th1..Vlk or hersolf ns a seapowe:r, nltbough she had. a 

flour1shin6 comooroo. liaval atrategy \"laG still dominated by tho 

two idoos or the 'litar of 1012, that 10, pam;ivo ooa.at and ~bor 

defense, and nggreso1ve action only 1n tho form of cl'UioGr uar

fare against tho oeabottne c~roG of tho onewr. It 1a aotonioh-

1ng that mwh i deas ohould have still pro~nilod.6 for the Wax- of 

1812 bad a1ven a convineiDB demonotration that the? aro tho 

methods of tho hopeloasly weak, and that they reaul t in deet:rue

t!on or toxaeign com:acrce, disruption ot 1nt &l."llal economy• and 

nrned 1nva.o1on f'ron the aen. Bat no t!ahnn bad yet arisen to 

po1nt 1:h1s out to bis oountr'Ynlen and to champion tho 1doa of' the 

• co::imand of the tton based on a concontrated bs.ttlo neet of 
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• At th outbreak o r . the Union ao~ernment immodint. lf 

s t bout e _:mnding the ~1 'ff"I • All but thr e of the vossela on 

forei stations ~e roo le • 11 voes la out o.f c asion 

era ma.de rendy. Seoro of ips ~ ro pure sed tram the ner• 

c· t r:tne an st1l equipped for sOl'Vie • le.rs 

ehipbuil ing pro .;r . w o undortam:rn,,. tho vceaela 1 d doun con ... 

si ting of te loopn, eer gunbOat~ , double-endor pa.d.dl .. 

to ·Jt fC!r' use on the river , and ironclad ,. In dd:l• 

tion, thoro s thered for th oper tion on t10 1aaiooipp1 

.flot111 of riv r tee.more, ~onelad ,. tine 1 ll' ~ and 

mo:rt r boo.ta . 

nt lly tho Navy oxp~~d d uutficiontly to meet th 

dontandn of the r. In D comber~ 1 64, tho ?l V>J Liot 1nelud 

nearly 700 '7osaels , e. e ting · lf a cillion tons; mount!.ng 

nearly 5,000 uno , and .n:o.nned bW 50,ooo o.ff'ic. rs and men. But 

this o aion :l ohiev d o.t tr nd.oue cost time and 

mon • The hD.etily built hipa in can d veloped riou 

defects an- .frequently broke do in r goncioa. Tho mot'c t 

vessals nover bee of~1o1ont man Qt ~. 

Added to this there w e a eh:ronio abort o of trained 

pera-onnel. or t e r th re wcF ?0 oeptc.!n , 114 e 4ero• 

321 lioutennnts, tb proportlonal junior r and stat~, 

5,000 . n. About on -fifth of the camm!s toned per· onnol a ant 

S0".1th0 
1 but l!nost the nt1r enlisted roree r inod loyal. 'l'h 
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dofoction of ao mnny oxperioncod of'f1cors rnncn1f1Gd tho d1tf1culty 

" alwyo inci dent to the oxpw1a1on or a navy at tho outbreak of \7UJ'• 

Oftioera ond con wore taken 1n froo tho merchant marino, nhoro , 

rortuna.toly, thoro 001•0 mnny ava1lablo , and thoy gonernlly proved 

set istactory. ·1dahipman then nt tho Academy booome l1ou.tenonta 

bGtore they roached 19 yearo of ago. The ltloralo of tho Ilo.vy w11a 

) 

) 

cood, but thore voro oame auporannuatod and 1notf1o1ent of£1oere , 

who had to be weodod out. Ono oo.ptain a.float n.n,1 tho Ccmmnndanto 

nt Norfolk end Pcns4cola goro nearly soventy years or nge. 

It 1a not aurpr1s1ng un.ler tho oircumDto.noos tha.t thoro t1ao 

acme r ocord of wa.oto, eonfua1~n, m1szr-.i1nag0t:1ent , and even ot cor

ruption. Unquostionably , 1t t1QO only the nnval ttcalmosa of tho 

Conf edornc7 \1h1.oh aavod the Fodornl Ravy tram many oor iouo do

roa ts . 

The I orth ~as fortunat e 1n 1 ts n0t1 and off1c1cnt socrot:a.ey

ot tho ?Javy, G1doon uelloa , t1ho, although he had no e:xpor1enca 

in naval n£fa1ro , took vigorous hold or tho situation. Paullin 

anyo that l11th ~7olloo rostod the final dccia1011 reopoctins o.11 

sblpbuilding prosramn, thC3 pr1nc1p l plan9 or navnl oporo.t ions , 

and tho genornl lines or naval pol107. no '£10.0 held rosponaiblo 

tor tho blundol"c nnd failures of tho Departl::ont and tho IlnV1• 

flo \ll!s ably aoaia tee. by r~. auotcvua Fox. Thia gontlc::an hnd . 
oervod in the IJavy for eiehtoon 10~0 and had then Oflo~ed ve'f'1 

aucoossful.ly 1n o1v111an pm•ouita. Fox nae tho proteao1onal 

adviser , nnd .ellee had the good judgment to give h1rl great 
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lntitudo in planning opero.tiono ancl in oho::>nil1g man to carry 

thotl out. 

ur. Plotoher Pro.tt 1n "The l!avy1 A lt1atory" • aayo "Tha nru:!O 

o!' the inn T1ho roolly uon tho [lllVO.l tlnr tor tho Union appears 

raroly in the hintory books." It mio Benjo.min Franklin Iohort1ood, 

ong1neer- 1n- ch1of ot the navy, unlcubted.ly tho greatc:mt mtm ot 

bis profosa1on ot thtlt period. It uao to the last do{;rOO fortun

o. te for tho . Union th.ab" a ·mm or Guch onlibo!' should bnva be<>n in 

tho position Ishorwood hold when the \18%" broke out. It \Va..o hiE 

On£inOori.ne genius that J:!l.\d.G possible the bull.Jing proarom oarriod 

out by the l~orth, and that producoo sh1pn w1 th eng1neoring plan to 

\7h1eh functioned eio well. On tho other band, the relative lovol 

or Southam sto~ enginoertns oxperienoo vro.s not high, and the 

groat t'/Oakneoe of tho Southorn ironclads 't'las in tho1r propelling 

:michinoey. 

OOll!iWilDERA T2 NA VAL FORCES. 

At th<> boginnil1g or tho na.r the south ho.4 no armod vessels 

ot any doncription. lio.vina n veey or.unll morchant marine from 

wh!ch to drno veenolo , Bhe was f'orood to aoizo \1ha.t craft wero 

uithin ho:r ro•ch l.ll'lf. tc puro::.i.o.se f'ro."Tl nbroo.d any t.hD.t oould run 

tbo blockade. To offset this a1tuation Proo1dont Do.vis of tho 

Oonfedor cy early 1n April 1oaued a procln?.l0.t1on orrerins lottcro 

of ~rque to nn;yono who deaired to cngnse !.n privntoor111&. So:no 

voonolo were f itted out ao pr1vntoero but thGir rosults wore oo 
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r th t oot or th ev n l~ ban.don d 1t d took up o 

moro lucr tive oeo t1on or bloc d - runn1 • 
$ 0 thi.rty- t1V V B l r built in Southern yard 

, t o l.nr e t of SS · type, bout 200 f t 

iron or hulls . 1n 1 th, 11 

v c 1 in t cont er t Statoa !uvy. built , oulJht, o1m , 
1th re xceptiona th 

· er o nv rt r rey boa ts , t; ,,. , oo atv, 10 t · or 1 

the convo:Ptod r vonu v ael • Som of t exc pt1on 

• ch uch e.ctivo o ive 

part 1n tho d f c of 'obil 7, tho LOUIS of t 

De.f enae Flo till ' 01!lli l&r 1n typ to the Union ironal d ' 
and t o oru1 OP 3 T'. , FLO~ IDA, LA 

' 
pp GEO.GIA, 

and S • In all ov r 1f ty v OD l ro oami:i.1 ion 

0 r id r • BU 1v qu 

oth i- , HtJNLEY, 1th HOUSATO 0 a tor-

pe 0 t ve s l ott Ohs.r1 ton in lll • 
In a di t1on to the veaa la o tually co o 1oned 1n the Gouth1 

thoro re . ey b loe.t runners , 0t1n d by th Cont d r oy 

broad. bout 1000 of tho runner r e aptur 

or o troy 1 the • 
In th couth th J; D h1 d th~ro r Uff ieicnt 

tr in o f1cors for the very l . ted m.mibor or outhern M ip , 

but t r r o icall no tr 1n d oo ·an. Th Confo r t 
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navy L1 t of 1053-6 .sh.o ed four dr:t1r e, t n cap !na. thirty• 

one commnn er , 753 junior d taff of:f'ic rs., d s,ooo n11ot 

on; the total b ins bout on "'tenth of the a th or th 

d l personn l. 

LOGISTIC S ~ORT. 

The le of th South' 

th tinanc of th Conf 

ehlet product, cotton, vi 1 to 

f ter the clo in of th orth-

k ts , the ma:int c cation with "~urop 

s ential. •oreover, t 1 ck of nut ctut-i f o111ti s ln 

Sout r lar ly d pend nt upon tho Euro ets for 

hip , iron, shall, or, c on, rifl , pi tolo, 

oloth, ho , l th i- good , nitr , 'bl et 1 tc . 'r.b. l c 

of nitrat s e us tho shut-d0\711 of the po OX> f cto17 t Pot FG• 

bur on on· occa ion. 

tho Oonfederat rmy had first call upC>ll the clothing, 

d blcmltet f c ter1e and h d. l!lb 11 tho v 11 bl 

stoc t the ®tbr of , the V'9' a tioularly dopcnd · nt 

upon llah .·· d Fr noh t • The Co.nfode tea es blish 

repr a ntat 1 , C pt 1n J.P. lock, thl'ough 

all purc;ba~ for the Yavy e "' .. Ml 

Tb South d Re flA"'J :; =•1•, :=-:J. only a f s 11 sh!py . " 

Sh · o ptured th Pen cola and I orfol vy Y rd lmoo t · t tho 

outset of th w , but lost thom befo th d b en of much u e.. 

In tha c ptur of th NQX>folk l!i obtained n~ly 2, 000 guns, 
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e1 117 on the 

p ti 

or. t normal do.U, r qulr · 

1t1on , 

brought 1n 'b7 bloc 

~Q th is 1 1»»1• 
~i'Ver 

icb 

tlon ~out 

d p n41 prin-

t RichmOnd, fr 

t of th population 

be 

•rumt a or aniv!Dg 1a 

tt cbann 1 boa 

aua&:"a..L contJ:tol. Th 

for 

undowna.a 

South bl to su.ppcrt h lf in rood. unt11 th tt r 

• t t t tion or lav tr Of the 

ti@ J .LLl.Jl.T"'-tcll numb zt ot bl .-bod! d n 1l!1 

d no coimDtll"O. 

1ning 1n tood; her 

• t ' ~-
rich 1n uon or • t 

nd 

0 

t nte not 

did not cottoe1 ot 1 ope 

loA1 t1o d1tt'1eult1 • 

11 eti-one t t 

op n to for 1a:n ...... -l:.IJL ... ""'" a 
ilro do.,. 

1. 

ot t ri 

inst tb · trans 
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no.vi bl 1iel~ of fle t ttlo # or of c~~ , but 

iaeli upon 1 e " t and hub , and. upon oru.1 r 

Of th Cont r c7 uto-t • 

tic 117 p nt th o d of th , 1th-

out t ror 1 t, and qu1ok to 

1tuatton. You 11 a.U t v .1 op r ..-

t1ons 1n u und c . obJ-oo-

ti v · , oh, a tod 1n th , 1 

(1) 'Po pr t tto.c on 01.1r o c at , 1th in th 

to ot 1n ton" or or S. 

(2) To ~ to the n th u or the or to 1gn , 

• 
(S) '1:9 ename to Olll- oq v 

of b • 

( .> h •Port 
(5) l'O au.p~ri milltal"r O 

nd tore1 o 

eneutlonCU?' tore P• 

tlon.o 1n on tenit • 

The F l:r eur1 . out a.11 of these task ,. 
' 

om er t ,. d tn add!tton, it 

vene s and auoc • PJ'O 17 

"'""'i'b'"'"t fw int eht1on 1a tJle • To quo C p 1n 

xnoz~ S.tt h1 Bl · tQl7 of the t1id. te a 

;vy 18.7 in 1ta tt t1v lay-

• to thor th t control ot 

\AUQ;W.'-> of 1 of oc . inlet t'i'V J.i'~• !h1 t ~ 

1n 'Vari tr ot orld d o oree pi-ot t1cu• 
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.. 
oxt.o.n.aivo blocknd.1~ oparat101Ul,. n\D!lOroue e.~ke on ~ol't11'1ed 

0 ooaste.l. and r1voit ports, clQao cooperation tilth the Arr.r!1 1n 

nilito.rJ' movements and. oombats 1 eate~ing long A%'ffI3 linoa of 

oQ1!2?:!1.1111ont1o.n, anc! preventing .toro1gn lnt.ervention 1n tho .\1or." 

.. 

0 

The ~ of toreign intervention was certc1.nl7· a re1:1l one, 

and the eorvioeo of' tho Navr 1n this reapoot ve:ro b1 no means the 

least of its e.cbievem.onta. Tho blookadc1 which .seriously o1'tootod 

eovernl or the E\c'opean oounW!ea, notably Ensland,. bi-ought on 

mM7 gl'ave d.taputea 1thich might have ended ln hoot111t1oa. ~ 

was not neutral 1n ~t!Q' • . The Pnm.o 111n1otor oponly stated 

that ttie bell1aerency ot the OontoderaC7 had been rccogn1sod so 

that tho ll'l11.tod Sta.toe might be d1erupted and thws made a lono 

dengol'OU9 COJDX!m'1oal t-1val. 'l'he 1ntel'rupttcm at trade with the 

South moant t;reat loes to tb.e Blt1t1eh merchant carine and d1aaster 

to her bus& cotton-apinntng bue1noas. Appucmtl7 Ibo would have 

beon glad to came to the euppol't of the South cm J%llUl1' oceae1ono 

but tor the pOV1er or the Federal Il&VJ°• Tb.ere wu. moreover,. the 

catt~ of the :F.l'cnob GSBrf3&•1on in t1Uico# with !rapQle~•o amb1· 

tione toward eoni.o f <>i'll.l ot conti-ol over !eas. 

Mr. L1nool.ni from tho ft't'T !'irat cono1.dored the ostllbliobmont 

ot a blockade, but thel"e lfore many ob3eoti.ons to th1e stop. SUch 

a dec.lerat1cm mt.£;ht and di4 roeult in the reoognition ot tho 

belli~t ric;ht8 ot the South bf toNisn powotta and t:e.nded to 

antagonise euoh nations~ Furthermore, the 11aw was at f'lrst 1n 

no post t1on to make a blockade ettect1ve. 
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H v r, 

southern c1t1 

confl1ct to t . 

b n on Aprtl 1'11 l l, !dent .'Vi 1nv1t 

to flt out pi-i t J-& 1 th r by eztex141 th 

; • Lincoln' bend • tore • In 

proc t1o• • on th l th d 21th or pr.11. h 1 

bloo on th nt1 South.em cQtJ.at, 'l'b1 proo t1ont b • 

c e or tb po11 t1c l r on 1 ven. bo~ , v rr mueb l.i-

t1 • hip only 'b s iz wh ,, ppJ."o o'.bing ~r tt tb. 

to 1 :v of th a 1d port J _... th b.1.p t pp ch with 

vi to v1olat the bloc d J ,... th hip could be o ptuP 

onl.7 on it cond · t tc · t J:i th pol't• n 

ou 11 ll' l. \1right pointed out th 

c bin op t1on of th& F tore 

t forth in l soott • s 1 tte'P of y 3rd, 1861• blob 

111 ffeet Joint plan of ope t1ona. t part of it which 

ppl1 to the vy ollow # 

•2. ~ 17' tl.11 on th op r tlon of c let 

b1oc tl tic and Gulr ports ocm t;o c In 

Oot\n t!on 1th the bloo de prcpo pow rtul t d 

the 1a le ippt ~o the oc th eOtidon ot po t t th prop r 

point and St. th111p, the ob-

l ot to el out th1a p . t l.in ot e • 
1 rf Conwoe/:10,., 

cation" 1th atrUt b-lott d of , o to 

th in t Sta bring t to t th t s 

than ~ ot JI p .n 
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In June, l 1. a ozw ot the ~ ppoint v 

!Jnpor t co sion Of cont 4 c ptaln s.P. DuPont. 
to 4 t mine tb rations on the Atl.Bnt1o 

Oult ooa t , 0011 phio, phto 1 n topo ;ph1cal 

info tlon, nd to d 1 m tbod for it' · :r 

ft ctiv • It aMQ1 117 to ob 1n PUCh info . tion e ould 

b ot · in o ptul*1ng a 1 ba on th tlant1o ooa t ot 

the Cont C"I'• The c ion compo ed ot two na 1 otf'io 1 

~~"'~' nd tb Super1nt :nf; ot th v.s. o 
It 011 ot th t1r t~ 1t' n<:>t ti.rat- of ~ Joint; .DOl~•tl• 

report of this Coma! 1oa wer by 

by G 1 ot;t of the , d proved to b luablo ba e fop 

plann!.ns ttone. I 11 r to th r port 1n 

1!101" d the oharao ter of th the tro of 

ti • 

1l'he Oovel'llm t finally d upon two · jor .. ...,., ............ 

ob oti c fir ~. to 1 ol.Qt th Oont r te S t e t ot tb 

1a !pp1 jQ!nt nd D t1ons orking up the 

Gulf tr ~ tillg ~une. tion <>rkln8 

down tH rro the no~thJ nd md• to e loa XT ~- t by 

ich th produet o£ south could find their ' into 

orldJ to ut out not onl.1 tart 

but ao tori t1al to the lit ot the op1 • 

tel entua.lly a 1 s 



• 

• 

(1) To bloc d the co t flt.om ortolk to the Rio rJ o. 
(2) To e1 t 1n t e ptutt of 1.mpor t ts on the coo. b• 

(3) To eCJ d x rc1 e control oZ th& 1nci 1 

and ound • 

( ) To 1 t 1n o an!.ns the 1 is 1ppi ot riv r • 

( ) To pport t ope tions of 

ot oont d t t ni tM'J~ 

~ 1n c rta1n t 

(G) t'o p,ot ot orthnn a bom c tr~ or 

1 ()p 1' t1ona or t · South 11 ot n o 1 tJ' into 

the WJ of t call "O tion in s Ar 

not und o tt, al 11'1 d OtUld , d o rte.in 

~iv r ; tat! t of th t un.d. Southel'n control. You 

Will •·cmomJ>e.r t t OP9ftt1ono at th1 natur clo. Ut d un r 

.fo\U' <>bJ · 4tiv i of l1n s of 

(S) ra148$ (3) biQUS 1t1 I 

( ) • 
1' or th aont d t N VT, 

step R. loJ17 ot nor1 , orm r a bman or tb Uni 

stat te l ~t 1r a 11 undel'Stood natul"o 

of t po lbl object1v op to th south, rst, h PJ'O-

po e t o S. on h1 

1tb 11 el bldlt excl 1~ 1 fo~ u and "•1th tt 17 of 
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ono or two Q.oc'Ul'ato guns ot long ro.nse,tt equipped to rOl:ln!n at 

oea t~ long pe»1oc:ts and tta.ble to encnge or avo14 an en02n1 at 

'1111... It .ne h1o thought that ouch ra14e would hcunper the 

lJoltth'a ability ·to crut17 on tho t:0.r by o~catin6 havoo ln her 

0-0uu1ieree, and would, moreovor. divort; euft1o1ent UD1on voasola 

f'ro:o tho blockade to render it inoftectual• 

Uo.llWT•o nut Plan .TIBB , by metma of a tew p0\;76l'f'Ul 1t-on• 

cl.nds• to 'brook up the blockado nnd to caff7 tho vo.r to tho 

Uorthom coaboardJ in other words, to dotend h1a 11noa ot naval 

conn, tml1oa.t1ono and to ~d the onc:ey- coaata. Ho believed that 

one amorod veoaol 1n 1861 "oould traveree the entire coo.st ~ 

the United Gtateo, prevent ..U blookados .• and eneounte nlth a 

talr proepeot ot ~oefle •••• the •••• Ot'ltlre (tln1on) lla91. ft 

'Ulldel' tho bead ot QJDPh1bloua e:&.pod1t1ona he om1sagod con

federate naVal control of the Cho1apeake, tb$roby opening R1ob?:1ond 

to tbe eoo, oerlousl1 l'.Jamperlne UAS.on m111taey operations tn 

Northern VbtsWo.. pwbape; •!nn1ns ?!arJ'latJ4 to the OontedOraoJ', 

and evon t19l'Ulo11l(> the Fed.oral capttal.. 

Ats wo ho.ve previousl7 no~, however, the 1nduatr-1a1 re

•OUl'O"oa of the South were qulto 1nad.oquat& to Carr'J out this 

naval program. Br virtue or eroo.t 1ngenuitJ' and effort. oovcral. 

pit1m1t1~o umol'Gd vessels were oonotNoted, as vo obal.l ooo lator~ 

but although they ~catenod the blookad.o. they fail.Gd to ~ 

it. Lntor in tbo vc the North bJ' dJ.Pltmlltic act ion dotoatod. 

tbe effoM;o ot t.he South to obtain two tormido.ble ~nale.a ramo 

f'rom~ 
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tt Points oat tho.t OS.Vil 'blac oh 

1 t 1ng1 

bJ" t omment, s piteduct ot 

l oondi tiod in ph pby and 1n teohnicfll. 

e1 e , 137 thi tt s~ t c 

in the c ao.t or :n ~ 1 op tion du to the ah1ft 

to t , ooupl d wt.th tb south• rel.at! laok of ~ . 
gill ring to the Ph1 1c g o 1 

be otn out that t eba1n ot c till 1 land 

~ :o t eromid e cont • and th eap1llu7 r1vu 

p n trn tiDS to 1J'l.T point of 1 t tNc tul'O • not onl.7 g ~ the 

....... .... ,...__1 vy e tfS' a bloc ot ~ ti® ti tn e • 

but tt 1 t a iously to int. rt ro with S(luth m troop 

It ls st t tba.t OOd third of t 

i- eked .tl"om t b n~ b 1n e ot oppo 1nB 
Union tt;aoop into 

h1 • 

t 

ct1v1 tJ' ot b t 

d or 

~""'AC.. other , t ~ 

th r-1~ tt • h'om - 1S.ttl south 

to lltttngton thOr 1e doubl coa t., 

tho out -- on e~_. . .....,t of l lt or jutt 



) ) 

out 1n ~ hendlands ,. Co.po Hattoras. Cape Lookout, and Cape 

Pear• and oncloain6 too oxtena1vo eboot.a or water, Pamlico and 

Albo~le Sound, upon whoso trtbutory ~tera l 1e a ~ ot 

~tant towno~ This sand belt 1e brokon at !nt el'ftls bf 
shallow 1nl.oto. Below Yl1lJ:d.tl.5ton tho coast sweops 1n with a 

ions ou.rve nil tM end ot vbich lleo Georsotom, s,o. 1n a deep 

rQCens. Frolil hette tho ooae.ti beGins t o eissume t ho inaulnr 

obaraotor so uoll defined belo11 Cha.rloaton, s.c. PrOm Ohnrlooton 

to Fem.ondina at tho nortllem odge ot Florida• thOl'G is n oories 

Of low ~ lelanda,. septU'ntod b7 nanov rivers and IU'r.JB ot 

the ••• tJak!ns an 1ntr1co.te notuork ot \Tator oou.r-soo. At lu• 

tel'Vals the groupc of islands are broken b'f w ee oatuar1os nt 

the mouths of r1vera. $bore are tivo ot thoso betwoen Obarloaton 

and. Saftm>ah, Steno Inlot, Uorth Ed1eto1 St. Helena, Port; Royal, 

dn4 1'fboe Ronda. Belov Tybee Rends the emne tomat1on contlnuos 

with o11t important sounds - Waoaash, Oeaaba: , s~. Oatb.er1no, 

Sapelo,. Doboy, and Alt&.1:!4ba. Brunev1clc, aa. , 10 the onl.7 im· 

portent toun 1n th!a region, \JS.th an ontranoo at st. Simon' & 

&nmd. Fra:!l st. stmons tbe islands and eounde oont tnuo 1nolu4-

ins st. Andre11a, Cumberland Sound at hmand~M. nt. J'obn•a and 

St. Auguet.tne. Bela. thle po1nt the aoaat of nortd&. conb1stt 

of nal'row renohea ot a and onolos .tns lO?lS lf.tgoonu ~ b~kon onl:J' 

bf amall and Wrequent po.saea. 

~atcrt18Ja f POm the 1ntor101' to tho coao' vero fJ.o loss. im• 

Portant as a J:10Gns of oollectblG oxporta and d1otr1but1ng 11:1-



• 

) ) 

ports than vwe th.e ra1lroad9-. Tho mOAgei- rail~oad tac111t1eo 

ot the 01\'11 war pottt1od f<rcod the uoe or watcroays for this 

puxtpe>:JO tbnt would n~t be ocns1deroc1 toda7. Some ot the more 

1r:ipoittnnt outlets ba•e been tlent1oned but there were mn.erouu 

othoru which oervo4 tu1 portD tor the blookade-rmmwa. In add.!· 

tion to boillg ooaatal terminals of inland wnto~7•• llewbez;n 

Gnc1 t11lmington, R.C., ~lostQn. S.C.1 S4vannab and Brunewlck1 . . 
Ga.~ and Pemo:nd1nn.1 Fla •• VierG e.lso ~ll termtn.alo. 

Ottt.P OOAS1'. 

' • 

Tho OU1.t CGa8tl.1ne tram tbo eouthern t1p of l?lor1dn to the 

nto Grando is about eixtoen hundrod mlleo long. It lo eve~ 

1011 an4 ~, or cm-ol:JT with an ooco.a1onal bluff ot moderate 

he1gb.t. A largo proporticm (Jf the coast line is ek1rtoc1 bJ lcwt 

.a~ islands soaot~ea jo1nod by naxTOV neoke to tho J:lflinland. 

ThofJe to.rm !nl.aDd sounds of considerable oxtent m:iich aro GOnoral-

17 bulooooe1ble to o.11 but Vf1S!Y llBbt draft veaeolo. ~ iio 
woll aa nunorous baya aud the mout;ha ot ~ can&.11 r1 vora cu.n bo 

G11td«l by' light ve:saele &4~ted with the gl'OUnd, Dur1ft6 the 

war am.all atoamora mld acbooriero tl'equentq eacapad from them 

caJ.'%71.ns vtlluable oarsoea ~ cotton, probabl.7 othei-o enter.f)d 

w1 th muoh neoded euppllea t~ tho Contod.W&e7 • 1'hero is but 

little r1ao ond tall of tbs tide 1n tho Gul.f, troo one to tvo 

teet, but tho height of thO wter u much atfootod bf the 171nd. 

'.the principal ports cm the Oult at tho time of tho 01vU 
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Orl ~ ob1le., G :v ton. $ , A 1-

chicol .. Pon o t at r~ bu.t at th 

wt ot ~h c ere due to it k ot c c tion 

th th 1n - r1oi-1 it comie<stion :vill8 destroy • 

I SS:tSSIPPI HIVm• 
t portion ot tb i 1 ippt R1vei- in tlhioh 121 .. 

t :r too in tw. disc; 0J1 er· · outb. c lro t t ttl• 

t tho juaoblon ot th 1 1pp1 Obio R1 r d bGa 

c d are I,Uil. of rol tlot1lla op ~ ting 1n 

1PP1• 9ro::u Cairo ale 1pp1 tlo in en ·~ i.. 

17 outh 1'11' dlP otlon 'but 1 t cou:iae 1 tortu t bJ' 

~1v - it ! of l>.out 1100 le le by it 1 

only 460 -mil to 1 ta mouth• 

nd it tr!bu 1e e Bubjeot to t 

1Jl6 and m. ltmg n in 

ave1m110m. b 1ght 1 ttaln 1ll 

PX'ins ,. lth ~tb.or ts.10 1n earl 

tw cn;cur t • p . 'II!• and. oo tQoiit 

, toll b7 rte 

t ll8 1n 

t t poblt 

r•~t OX'. 
·~· 

th • flho rt 
o .r&if1ons -or both the 

l"e 1 

tour hun mil b l Ollb'O• On 

• 

vtr..' 
1 tt . 
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bU.B, al. m1loa below Oalro, then tollow 1n ordor1 tho bluffs at . 
· Btolttw11 K'T• i Uov t.Jad!>1d, the t~ Oblcbaao.w Blurts in 'l!enneBseo, 

on the a0t1thorm.oat ot vb1o.h 18 t!G::Jph1oJ and finally o. rap1d 

oucooea1on o~ blutta n.t lntenala, extend1ng from Vlckcbut-~ to 

Briton Rouso. ot these latt• named those at V1okuburth Grand 

OUlt, and Port ~on were th& nost important ctving tho we. 

'lboao poo1t1onc attordec!l excellent eitos fop tortit1.ont1ons to-, 

oont,,.ol or tho 111as1eatpp1 anel were sol~ and tortU1o4 b7 tho 

CcmtodOJ?ntoe. 

1"ho mtter Of oa:nmal'ld or joint expo41t1ono has be• a oon..

trovtn'oial oubject fr0t:1 time tmeooi-1al. In tho C1vU Q'ar thb 

question ot ~Qlm!U'md doea not seem to have oo.uaed as l'.:lUOb. d1.rn

culey 1n tllo oporatione aloaa the Co::L1'ta:J aa did tho matter of 

coopc:rat1on, becauoe the wdeiao leeued cm this aubjoct wore . . 
ol.oai-. I quote trc:s a lotto~ dato4 Octoboi- 12,, 1001, tro::i tho 

Becrota17 of tho lla'IJ' to l?'lag orttoep DUponta 

•a, a rooent ordOl' ot the Pl"oaidont, a oarn ot 1'h1oh has 

boon fOJ'Ward«l to )'OU, tlaS otfioarn raDk as ma.Jor genor&lSI 

but no ottioor ot the A1!Q3' oz. lla'VJ' wba tnv rJaJ be hie rank, 

can aaOUJll) Ofl1 dJl'eot oo=nand, 1ndepon6cnt ot conaont, ovo,- an 

officer of tbo athe.r e&Jirtoo., oxooptlnf onl.7 when. 1ud torcoo 

vc exweas~ Gtll>Uked in voas(tlo ot mu- to do tho duq ot 

~1nea. 
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9 Tho Pros1d~t oxpoots ond ~rea, hOvevtl', tbo moot 

ooi\Ual and ottoctual ooopero.tlon botwGG the otf!(lox-e or thO 

two sorvtcoa 1n toldng poasoss1cm of and holcU.?Jg tho posts and 

pooitiono on our Southorn coast, tth1ob are dcsisnato4 1n thcoe 

1nstruct1one, and will hold a.rq commander ot ettb.Gr Wonoh to 

a Bt2'1ot r&tpona1b111 tr fw 8ll1 ta1lure to p~o~e ~ end 

raooui-e tho objects proPQsed." 

IJ\Otwot1cm.o or a a1mS lu te~ WGl"O ~seed to Br1ged1es

Oenen1 w.T. SherL"JAn b7 Goneral soott on Ootobe~, 14, 1861. 

'l'he o~ a1tvat1ou on tbe taeai4slppi during the eo.rl7 

opere.t;ions WhOll the rlot1lla mlS \lndel' tho \'le.zt De~ttlent WO 

fJ.Ot ont1af'actory. It was ov1dent tbat tew oold1ere or that 

po~1od undeieotood the tru.o funct1ono o~ tho flotilla nor 1t~ 

b1gl1 mU1tarr value• aa4 t>i~ overlookod 1ta utility or d1oo1• 

Pflted 1to st.POl'l{lth ~ tho detachmont ot 1ndiv1dual voaaola rw 
' 

mUiox- dutios. When, after more tbaD a y$ll' under thO Arrt.rf, the 

gunbOD.te Ttoite t.z.anetel'l'od entirol.1' to tht1 control of· tho no.v.r 
DepO.rblent, lnr-s•1:1'• 1-b is nd.d, on tho x-eooimncmdatlou of Gonoral 

Grant, and aoted under n e!nglo no.val. c~d• aceord!nS to 

tho needs of the Oo:tmn(Sins OOnsral., tb.81 proved to be most et

:reotive lnatrumenta tar tho rdl.1tQl'1 opel'tltione. 

l1A VAL 01'ERA'l,1I01!S• 

The num'bolt ot engagC181lt8 wb!DhOCC'QROd during tho tour 

J'oavG of the ~ o so gitoat ao to preclude a detailed study of 

th.am 1n this narrative. 1'J1eltofore ODly the more important ox-
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ostabli~ undor Fl!\g Otf'io.e S1lno n. Stl'inghan. It lo emualns 

to no to a letter fl-Om Stringbat:l to tho seore~ ot tho tra91, 

wrltton bofoi'o ho aa.1lod on th.ta dut7. requeeting an add:1t1enal 

SU1'£Seon beco:UtJe tho t"leet su.-goon ha4 been o1ok at sea fo:- tho 

past ten roe.re. 

Tho problea ot •ttect1vel.1' 'bloclmdtns a ooaotline 3,000 

miloa lons wa.s ~omoutJ. pa.rt1cularlJ 01.noo the llaV7 bad 1n the 

beginning but seven atoaae~o 1n cocmos!.on in ~ waters, and 

tvo of them uere aioo4od at Pensaeola. Both tho Dr1t1sh and 

South.om newapaper• weJte contcmptuouo or the 1den ot bloolm.ding . 
with ouch a tlotUla. Roveve, eb.!pe were purcbaao4 and oom

misa1onod 1f1th the areateat apeod. Tho a~ alroo.47 nt 

. ~ton Roads bloeke4 &00()88 to lllobmond and trortolk. 'fhe 

ari•al or tibo NIAGARA. undc)r Oapta!n tlclt$an ott Charleston 

~17 1n ea,- 1naugeated tbe blockado of that pol't. sovoNl 

montho elapsed., hottevw; botOl'e eYen one veoool oQUld be 

atationed. permo.nontlJ" .ott the other im.Portsnt po!nta. !levortbl;>~ 

lee• it ts sa.1d tbat mezte tear ot tb.e blookade prO\'ed auttiolont 

to virtual.17 etop ovwaeaa ~ with the entire SO\lth alt1.ot>t 

!mod!atol.7 llf'ter the Pres1dentto J).I'oola=o.t1on. 

In ~. 1001, CQ"l!Dander 174"\ arganiBod a smo.ll tlotillA to 

tia1ntain oontro1 of the h!.ablJ' 1oportant Potomac IU.ver. Th1a 

tlottl.l& "C1tUJ acti11'& end 9ftios.ont. but the opwations of the 

Oonf edox-ate A'J!Jrt1', mpportod by the oata'bl11lb.tt!ent Of betl.,. 
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(d) 1L'hat J.<>!nt <»apo&t1ona sbleo.1. and c:soe~ v1th· Afttl 

tl'oc>pa• Dtllla Salr. at. llol.e#A alld 1•t noral Sounds m SOutb 

On.i-oltM, and e.11 or tbc sotande fr'01:l the ontrance to savrumah~ 

Oool.'!~ to FG~ 1n Fl.r.n1S.4n.. Tho. obJoot1vo ot tb1• t:nc 

tile eet;nbUGllJ:ltmt o.t bc1Goa £~ aaU ligb.t <lrUt ~esaolo f~ 

VJ.Ol'k Sn the .slmllov -~ or theao ao\lt.14.a in. ol'der to ~ 

ef'too t1vely oloee thq nua°"ua conoto.1 onti"'anoos to tho Con

tcd.0no7, al1d to els=S.nate the neoor.U>it)T ftfl' of.ts~o patrol. 

(e) bt the oos.at soll'1l ot F~lna bo »awoll.OcLbr one 

or trro uo•cixae. 

'l'hlo plan applied onl1' tQ the- Atlnntlo. ooaat. Thol'O cS.~o 

t10t appear to bnvo been ao 40t1a1to a plan tor the Gult ccnet. 

~. l t vaa a ~ ot tho sanenl s~toer to blooko.de the 

c~t; aa flU' ao the Rlo Gran4e, and tbls blooknde waa und.W• 

taken. 'Rho pl.an r-,... o.on_.ol ot tho moa1sa1ppl tv elmultaaeO'WJ 

l:lOVomontn from tho ~th ai\d 80\lt:b. bas Al.Pead7 bQOn ro.fwrcd to. 

91 ootobOJ-1 th.e Gulf ~oJmd1ns aqu~, cba~QG4 with opera.tione 

e tbe Otllt a.a wll ao opon~ up tho weatem J-1\tOlls tro:i the 

south, bad l'OOOhod • otrtv:tBtb of' t'dtmtJ' voaao10. Imi-ao toreoa 

wm-e placed ott notr O~leane o.ttd loooett: o:n.ec ott oaivoaton. 

'ib:Poughout the a~ ot 1861 about tlttoon ~vatoore 

oporat«t asa1.n0t 'OAlon ~amn;e%'eo. but theil' H~ts woi:-o not 

owlJdns. t!&nJ' ot ~ ~ captured er \'?'r04ke4. The erov ot 
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'Oho, cvm- 01.n.oe tho dleaetel'. at Bull ~ tn Jul.71 held boon in 

the depths of QU1ety and gloom. 

I'b cay bo 1ntorost1ns to note that tho O.ontodertito 1U1•nl 

tot'Oea wore uauallT grou.pGd locally under goograph1otll. nArJ.O.s. 

cnie llavtLl Do.tennoo Qf Virg!nia and ltorial Ca!'Olino. wet-o und02' 

Plas Otf'1cor ~ ~e Ja:ieo ntvc- Squadl'o11, when tomed, was 

under Fl.as O.tfloer Buob'mon, tc:nuOl-17 or the IJI:RRnm.o, and ot 

Flag ott1cer i'Clttno.11. tho author or 9 'bloo4 la tM.cke thtll'l 
' 

a.ta,• a PoPPOPJ' old Cbaraotor Who havlna boon placed, tut hit . . 
thought, tNbo~d1nnto to General Johnston, requoatod rellot frO!l . . 
b.lo oor::mnd, naJins• 0 S<llS$ J'OWlSDr mn. llhoec backbone 10 mox-o 

au,pple than ts.tty 1~a or nawl · p:r~d.e }ule Dado mine, ocn bo . . . 
t0Ul1U.. I hope, tor tho sake ot ~' to tako nir place and 

c&ft7 out the •S.ou ot the Dopart.nt•. HO latel- ot)t!1mllJ14oo tho 

dotenaea or south caz-ol!na and Georg!.A. At capo Poor we nag 
. . 

O'f.f1cw Mnokney, 11h11.e at Obarleat()A •e Flag otttoor ~. 

and later 1'nckor. 

on Octol'JO» 12th_, !he CC>bredsx-ntea. achieved a tt1nor nnru 
v1otory \Then the oqo.adron undez- Oomo.odore 0 . 11. Bolltns, o.s.u., 
oporot1J28 from new O!'leAne, ourpr1oed a FOderal squadron BQchorod 

at tho head o~ the Dlas1•a1pp1. Paoaea. Uorr Qitloano uo.o be!na 
uood oxteoo1vo1J' tw Sou.them eb1pp1J23 and Fl.els omco?' l!oKean 

ba.d sent tho o too:m sloop RIClIUOIJD, two aa! 11na eloopo 11Uld a 

small »1'1e-whoelei- to the head ot tho passes, At ~10\7 orlcons 
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the Oanfode.rQ.tea Md boWIG4 ~Jt a.n old Boston tugboat with 

hiu>.'91' tlmb~ Sl'ld ~1~ hut end t1 tted heJ:* with an under• 

watw t'el!1 ot ooo.st 1J?on, ti'lAS»a ~ the llMlABSAS• ~ Union 

faJ:'OOB lmOTI ot the WUJASSAS but took no ~tiona. In a · 

SUPpri.so nl8bt attook tho UAli.ASSAS ouccoaded m rammS~ tho 

nicmrotlD, 1!1ald.pg c amAU hole 'below tbe Wt.\tol' Unew Tbe bloo, 

howV«i*1 ~ed the t'm•11 PFOW and. ~, and ahe at~ 

al.O'Wl7 back totl!U:'d tho c1c,.. Pin ra.tta wore now 1'&1eo.aod, \Vhtch 

d1'1ftc4 hamltl3a17 aah~o, but tlloy wer<> ~f!olont to otn:mpOdo . 
the UDlon vessel&, In the b®r.7 of rotrc!at, the R!OBUOND and 

VllroEi1llES -~ on the~ and the 1*1.ttelf no tO'J!' a t~ 

act®J.J:y abandon.ad. Pol-tunawl.7 o. tz.um set to heJt mpi;1noa 

fa!lod to 'bUrn· Sbo a:o ~~, tuld thG two voeaels v1thdr0\J 

tho next a.,.~ afto~ rope;Ublg the atttlQk of fl tlotU1a of t1'r"e 

B®boate. 

§ ~ .9J,. ~T norAL. 

ThG plcm o.t Ce.ptatn Dt&Pont•a Corumiodon ot ocmtonnco was 
a»Pi'OVod bf the OovOJlnmOnt and cm octo~ 18, 1861; the flwcos . 
on the Atl.Giltits wore 41v1d&4 mto tho north Atlantio Bl.oolm41na 

squadron under Flati" oi.-nc~ Oolds~uah. &.= cape Renn" to 

Cape ROClll1n1 nnd tho South At;;lantto Blookadlng SQUadr.'cn \'Q:ldor 

PlAS Cttioot' ~ant, &ct1 cape Homatn ta St. Ausuatino• 

A Joiltt expedition un• DuPont and ~ w .• ~. Sbenn&n 

WA& dil'eet04 to sC)ino tvo OOBStttl bo.f1001 th6 bOlODi;ion to be 
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CAPT\T.w OF FORTS RB11RY A.-JD DONEL.SOii. 

The month or Pebruar1, 1602,. waa marked b7 the notnblo vio• 

tortes at .orta Bonr7 and Donoloon. and the capture of noo.noke 

Island. In 7, l8Gl1 Co:aander John ROdgers ?144 begun the prep. 

arat1on of a r1vor nnvnl forco under the d.1roct1on ot the ,e.r 

Departmont . Tb1s lo tho command arrangen:.ent · about uhich much 

advorse con:mont baa 'been made , ond to which I retorro4 a ~ew min

utes ago. In Sopte.ober, Ro~gera was succeeded bJ Cou:nattder A. ll. 

Foote. at wh!.ch t1mo three wooden gunboats had been purcbneed 

and e~ssloned, alld nine ironclad gunborita and thirty- eight 

mort4\r bonta ~ore undor construction. This torce wae act1vo 1n 

aupport ot O.n ral Grant •s operations, reconno1tor1ng, transport• 

ing, and eupport!ng the troops 1 and pi rt1c1pattng in numerous 

uinor oneat:emonta on the Ja1oe1aa1pp1 , Cumberlo.nd, and Tennessee 

Rivero. On :&ovetlber '7th tho gunboato mater1allJ a.saisted 1n 

Orant ' o aucceaG in tho a~p action at Boln:ont, on tho U1saias1pp1 , 

nnd.1 it is said; Cllde Grant decidedly naval• mindod thuo enrl7 1n 

bis brilliant ooreor. In Onptaln Knox•a op1n1on, rew ceneralo 

have equalloi! · orant in his ability to uue no.val po or in conjunc

tion "1tb c1lltaJ7 oporat1ont1 . 

At the capture ot Fort liollrf on February 6th, the gunboats 

played the lea.ding rolo, the o.ctual ourrellder or the .fort bei113 

made b7 GenerAl T11Shman to Foot• an board h1a tlagahip. Prom 

the beginnina CJrant and Foote bD.d counted r:iainly on the gunboats 
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to reduc Fort nry; t troop b in int d auxl.11 

to prevent th o o p ot t gnrr1 on to ort Donel on. Foot ' e 

tlotilla 1nclud d tbre cf t by .J a. 

ot t. Lou:1 , htch d1tfcr d fr ey other tn t n in Jd. t-

ence. Th 1r d1 ions w r : len b 176 to t, b 50 t t 1. 

draft 6 re t, 512, po 4 9. bull • flat botto 4, 

nd o rn t h1gh haiv1n 1ncl1m _ 4 14•• .O:nd. 

pi reed ror tb1rt n guns. T 

w t c d br t the 

wheel hou d 

armored on the tor• 

8h1p a propelled by 

te. The ven Mp · ot 

tb1 class , tots t r 1th the on and E EX• b cal. led 

the battle l1n of the e t m Plot1ll.a.. ThO nd 

v rto4 ~bOD.t~ ount1 16 , but could only fiv knots . 

The r ind.or· of the sunbo t or this tlotill eon 1sted or 

t ro ~noun cell ct ton or r1 v ~ :unbo t eonvort for t pUJ-91! 

pos by t lll'ing of! t upper orks upper works 

in ood n r p rt to prob et the guns nd chlnel"J'• 

o rted b ttery of fr0t1 2 to '1 • 

Ten d fter Fort Henrr, Fort Don l on urren4 r d t t 

oonolu ion of a etubborn r1 t 1n hieh the bo t had ub-

tantt bar • Colonel re dy 1zed t tr -

t c 1 port c or the br1111 victor! .4' ct+- F°aY'~ rl.e.nv-1 

and Uone.\~an . 
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T .MrCJR§ OP RO OKE I$UND. 

'l' next import nt op r tlon, the c pture of Roanoke l 1 4~ 

took plac on · bru&rJ' Stb• t o day fter th tall of Fort. nry. 

Th object to ~ control 0£ Al marl Sound and !ta tr1bU• 

tar1e • T-ho jo1nt exp ell t1on under r.-1 Officer L. • oPl • 

bordU,gh c n r urna1de, the l tt r with la,ooo t~oops. 
to tbe hallo d pth ~ the nav l fighting •quadrona und ~ 

li t . e ~ls conv rt d into en•of- from ferr7•boats , tug , 

river st ra, tc. A p1r1ted d emir o res! t c 

by tho Cont r te b tte1•!ea on. Roanck Island nd by 

f'lotill of e\t n. Gt:fieer Lynch, but they 

re ventuall d · tro at' c ptured., A r sult of th hole-

be tod cooper ti<>l1 of th · t o ervices on this xp d.ltio.n, con• 

trol r pidly xt nded over tbe •hol or th ound, Md 1t 

k 1 points c ptur· d. Tbrou bout the•e op r tiona C an 

1 cf d1t w1th having d1 t1nguia d bim elr by bold d enter• 

pr1 1ng l ad r hip. 

TBS 

The outh no pr p d to 1 t atJ'to t mo t p c• 

t ctilar eff ot-t to neutral!& the ae aupre ey of the d r la. 

Followin. pl u st&d b:y Liou nant s •• Brooke, ro ~ 

Uni.on officer, t p ti lly burned lllUt O ra1 ed o.nd con-

v rt into an ironcl • T id of t 1ronol d not n w. 
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Botb t Bttitt h &.nd the Freneh d suec tully u ed mor 4 

1 as.t fort1f1co.t1ons in t Cr1 in 1854. 1th 

th1e ~ r1 net , both countne · b to bU1ld uec astul ee .. 

go1n~ 1rcnclad1~ md by 1861 that type taken. it plac 

t c p1 t l hip !n EUrope ~ But the~ none in the Unit d 

St to fl t. 

tJork on th: · Rl c 
ot • . e ot ttt-.1 1 

l te~ the ~ vy Cep rt nt a1 

be·gun t o month a.rtet- the openin 

· north, thre or tour ont 

oontx-e.ctg tor thre· ironcl ds . 

The 0 l t of th B .. the to oo l t d in OM 

llundr d • e ch 1d o U i nformed ot tbe p-ro esa o.f 

the other.,. th r ensued eh:tpbuildins f' cc or v 1r:iport nee. 

T orth . d th dve.nt of su r1ox- '! e1litie i the South 

lon t t and an. intensity or r 11ng stimul t bt th& con

stant pre sur or b r oppo nt. 

The ONITOR1 d gned b r1o on, built t en Point1 

Long Iel d 1 and l ·ft N York tor the Cape in tow of t on 

arch 6th, 1952 1.mdor 

south as 

ti In torm the tu 

d ot Lioutel'UUlt J.L. ordon. T 

roua cne, ·th nr t rl l c · ual• 

d for t · ahol'e. but by .... t 

eour and per ev r ce t 04 11'0R r ·ched th c p s he ed 

tw ton Roa · • hear~ 1n the d1 .. t · · c• the roar ot , nlld 

o 1n the r el or t burning con · s* The ere ot tbe 

!:.SOTA orked ·ti: th tir d. n of the sea-battered OlttTOR 
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l ll night to put the bit> 111 eond1t1on tor the c_.... ... "l!s 

er! 1 • 

Rl c, r chr1 t n d Vl GI .. A, d n plnce und r 

G fie.er Bucbrulan, th Lieut nant C t 171 

• Jon s ecutive. r uper tr~ctore covered 1th 

roll d iron bare 8he t1 t t d 1th r 'l' or 

re lect d t'roin rt11l l' · n t R1ebmond. 

t noon en ch 8th, Buch an took th 0 out 

t 

1net 

the om.on torce • At obo:r in ton Ro d 

frl t OT and RO ' the ling tr1 t tJT. 

and number ot oats d 111n er rt. err ort 

tb Un tr1 0011 ss, d th . lin loop 0 

It 1 aa1d. t t Bue an• brother s U utenant <ln 

t t theretore bop for h :r surr nd r. or b1 

Victim Bue Cho • 

1' n t d th 

c , 
are 

ERLAND• 

CO GR 

fir t 

RI 

n ov r do ed ln t popular 1 

toU.o ed it th n xt t'!Ormin , but it rank 

nnt1on by th on •bleh 

tou t cti \'&ti r corded in nnv h1 tory. At th . t1 

1 tll 

of 

t 1nk1n of t P c nt in 

t to one.- sid nt. 

au.,,..,Q.r on tb1 ceca. ion. be -

17 outelaa in t r1 l qua.lit! • R r d tructlon a cortain. 

Aceordill to tbe t ard ot the e day 1 ther could ve n 
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no diohonor in lUl 00l'l7 :rurr onder. But ohe wu strong 1n the . 
except1onCLl qutll1 t1 es or her crew 1 l'!en of splendid training and 

d1sc1p1ino. uhoeo indomitable np1r1t had boen stimulated by fine 

l eadership. The tort1mony ot ourvivora is that there was no 

thougllt ot anythine but tho ob.Cnce to injure the opponont. The 

first shot .from the m.:Rh'IJZAC etruck down nino l!arlnoe# the second 

cllsabled a gun and 1ta ent1ro crew. Great wooden splinters 

co.used more damn the boat1le metal., The CUUBERLAED was racned 

once, but cmtinued to .f'tgbt, eo the LTBRRIW.C ro.l:mled her ar,a!.n. 

At one t1.ue, seeing the havoc on boa..rd, Buchanan ceo.eod t1re and 

detr.o.nded hoiw surrender. to wb!.oh Lieutenant o. u. ttorris, her 

o.ct1ng eoDEander, repllodt "Never. \':e •1U sink With our colon 

flyi.DG• " 

After sinldng the OUKBERLAlm, the wmtUUAC attacked the 

wenkor con o:ru:.ss wh1 ch• after t7eat damage , and when sho no lonecr 

bad a gun which would bear , ourrendered. She blew up o.bout mid• 

night, ho~ total cnoualties amounting to nppro.xlrJ:ltely lee>+ 

Tbe liERRi lfAO thon o.tt empted to attack the ?U1ll1ESOTA~ rthich 

had run ll£!'Cund 1n coming to tbe aid ot the CUtmERLAED, but 

bec11use of tho depth the L.t!.Rnlt'..Ji.C could not G-Ot closo onouc;h. 

At about a1z- th1rt1 p. m._ becauco of tho falling t1do1 ohe with

drew to ~:ewoll ' o i o1nt and anchored tor the n1t!)lt. out ehe "-.s 
b7 no me.no the same ob1p wh1eh hi1.d steamed out at noon, To 

out•ard appoara.ncoe the oaoritico of tho CUJlBERLAND had been a 
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us l & on • ActUAll , how v r, bad inflict d d on tho 

t rua AC which probabl7 s ved th OHITOR trom erlous injUJT 

or d f t next morn!.ng. Th inld.ng cu ., hod hot otr 
-th~ /"'fE.'IT'lf I MA cf; 

the J.DUzzl of two or !1 'I t• r gun J b t1llod t t10k ~ 

tack with so shot bol s th t her sp ed was r due d• 
If/OS 

b r c se · te so th1ek itb oke to int rt ~tt with th ol'k1t1B 

" ot t e 1 her ·rmor a.a loo n d t nu.uxl)er ot pOS.nt J 

w s lQ tU.n bo.dlyj d moat port nt ot ll, her r d be n 

enohed ott in the c B ;RLARD• lde~ 

n the O retired t du c, he bad lo t t o men 

killed d ntnot on ound d, inclu in Bue em, ho had bo n 

struck Qt' rir.lo shot fr shoro rter the surrender of the 

ttll'ned.oV r to Lieut t Jon n. 

~hl f1rat d. 'e victory: of' th · rtI c o u od th t st. 

l r thr6u :eut the orth, l illch ~vi ed the 1-os of' control 

or th Ch petakc, tho o pture of . h1agton, th Si~ Of the 

bloek ' po e1blJ the de.fe t of the whole ar fton. Thee. 

, ot course~ ua r ted, sine the ... .i:....1 ...... ..._._ c not 

al he p ared to be, but in th 11ttle fl t at 

ton Ro da .· · •P SlOom pr vlllled that night. 

At 13ht o•e;tock t next morning, hen the 111LJ:i•~ 

do to tt ck. t strar.i.detl 1 ·SOTA, tho O TOR moved out to 

t r th r b en 0£ the str st ncount r on 

record~ t first rt ;ht b&t e n 1ronelads. ror four hours t 
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v~ ele fou :)it,. pa.rt or the time touobin o•ch other, without 

intllctina r1ou d e and 1th only a 1ngle eacualty. One 

t RI C ucce d d in r g the 0 '?OR6 but~ because of 

the lo s of h r r t prerloue J; the blOTJ in ffectual. 

Tt!iee Jonee thought he- bad s1lenc d. the OlJITOR'e ti.re. The t1r t 

t1oo eh d eimpl7 ul d o r into shoal ater to- hoist treah 

eupply ot: snot into the t~ret. Later a ahell broke on or th 

ircn lo torm.n t ~·o TOR• p1lcthous , throwing pl1nters 

1nto th oy& ot L1cutorumt rd n... T po;i rilJ blinded, he 

order d the pilot to ehe r orr. 
r tur-ned to the tray to1·e th 

to 

£1.I 

ther ol;' not the ro ;r~ioR 

........... u:• fdr Norfolk, the 

source or into:rmation ar hop l sl in conflict.. But the leeks 

1nourr d in th pr Viou day' act!on r 1ncrea in , u.d her 

pilot inoi ted that 1t h dl1d not return t once could not 

crott the bar until th nen day• Jono&, 1th the advice or bi.a 

l.1eutentint 1 tjl.Ve the ordet> to turn. 

T. b tt1e bet een th 'ORITOR and tho rmruu C did not nd 

the al m or t ortb. Th P~e 1dent order d that the !01\ITOR 

" net too lllUCh expo ed"• that he should 1n no event tt mpt 

to proceed to ·ortolk unattonded. A a succes ful sortie by the 

llAC m1 · t pl 7 ~oc with tho mc'V mnt ot :cclell 's !'oreoa 

to the . naul , n utr 11z1n tb Conf6derato 1ronclo.d bee 

tbe cbject ~r gr teat impart e. Ho.· e,;i , xtxreme co.ution 

sh b tb.B ~on fo-rees on tho ace e:ion n 
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¢ffe:red b. tt.le .a.. v~&te tha.t t he fl v7 w 6 in!'luEsnced by the the01'7 

t t eonta!~h ot the eneltlJ' · · equiv lent to v1CtoX"J'. In any 

.c.no , the l errl.nlnc did not br · th bl()ckad 1 and ah des-

trGyed by tho Cont era.tee wh n t.hoJ were fotreed to v cuate 

Norfolk .. 

The F d ral vy 1 ·di tely began tho construct1on or im

proved irorialads whtoh 1ere ru>t only useful t ham / but t: 11-ch 

also th whol s affect or diacour ng &:rope 1nterv n-

tion in the rlc tru .. e. In l, t United t to con ... 

tr eted for 21 ~in "' e nd do-ubl tur:r&ted monit.ol" • 'I hey \!ere 

bout 200 feet lQD , oe 45, dr t ll; and d!.apl ced 844 tons. 

Thei hulls were of iren, the turret e~ ll inches thick, 

~hey Gre d tb one 15 and on ll•ineh , which could tire 

t about ev n minute i nt M s . Under ~ervic eondition t 1 

could bout four knots.. They ~e nor lly uns ortby 

d ~ t uni bits.bl~ ln hot atll r, but proved effective ror 

t i??.shore end l:u'.ll'bor ork o!' t h :10.r. 

1.rha • IRO"' SI ·s &. on(J or the oat po'h rtul ve.eeels 0cf 

tM time" an ironclad erow st r o.r :i.soo tons, a knots., carry-

in t o 150-poun t o so~poun rifl s and rOUt"t n 11-inch 

s ooth boi-e • 5 much active rvlce. 
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ON T . SSISS!PP!. 

In tho · t t F der e pa.1 to obtain control or tho 

.. is 1 s i ppi 

t! th~ e pt 

11.'ltlrk d by t o important e¥ nt 1n April. Ono 

on pr1l 7th, 1862, or Inland o. 10 1n the 

a 1esipp1 t t fiorthcrn bo'tlnd.tlrJ' of T nnea&eo. Th aurrendtr 

a ~ to Pla.g 0tf1cer Foote, th cominand. r of tho lar tlo-

tilln of 'llnboat , and wa t he ro lt of x~en tve joint oper • 

t:t 0%'.lS th the tro.ops unde:r C-ent1ral Pope~ 

The econd Vdnt t c pture of e·· Ori~ ne by th 

eq~on un.d r F rs.gut. Thi . op i•oticn w 

er l tr tee;lc plan to s&iz cont~l ot tl 

p t of tho n-

1eeisolppi by e 

ton cue pre sure from the nort~ rd south. Tbe Arxq part1c1 tcd. 

on er t~ins that tho tt ok waul be 'by th N V"/ 

thf:>.t th t~ooptl Ul!ldor C ne1•al Butler oulci be us d rely to 

Qeeupy d bold th ppro e e to the city Bbould t naval at

t ek be uec ful• he plan a to have a mort flotilla bom-

b tho .tort below the tom, then fo:r the ood n Dhtps to run 

p · t t torl and torco the urr ndor of the city, · h1ch , t n 

to be oceup1 d by 10,000 troop 4t The u.cce e o£ such bold opor• 

ation depend d l gel7 upon the oelcction ot fearlee ai'1d 11 

ba.lance.d. o der , an t hol: vy 11 t a canned tor t · 

Of1fj bO t i tted~ 'fJ'at!r gut r • ol~eted t tho 8\lg ticn ()£ h1 

fo ter-brothor,. D • .o. ort r , mtd ni"t r o.n 1nterv1e·w with · o1Gttl8t 

Se~rot Fox and ontogo:atry Dlnir, the Po t eter ·ne~o.1. .ho 



.. 

) 
- 4a -

) 

hnd the ttoputat1on ol ~ins a gJ.ftod oroao-~xadner. The choice 

tto.s indeed fortunate, tor Farragut proved himself the outstanding 

nava.l leo.dor or h6r eenorat1cn. 

Tak1ng over tbe ocrmnnnd or ·the v.eetern Gulf Blookac11ng 

sqwicron on FobrWU7 2let~ ForraBUt GJ>Ont about two conthG 1n 

carot\11 preparation. ne aoaetibled a strong force at the Read or 
tho PantJeo, 1nolud1ns th& eent1 eloopa IlrarttOI'd; l'onsacolu, 

Brooklyn, end Richmond, the e1de•Uh&Olo?" UI88ISSIPPI' throe cor

vettes, fifteen aunboata, o.nd. ttr0nt1 mol'tar boats, tbG lfltte~ 

under the co~ ot D.D. Porter. Opposing them t";OZ'O the to() 

strongly artlOd torts Jaokson and st. Phf.l1p, on opposite sides 

ot the river ec&l"Oel7 a ball mile apart, •1th obstruotlonn block• 

1ng the channel. Above the forts la7 a Conf edorate na'llal force 

ot twelve veeeela under Plae Officer J . K. US.tchell, 1nolud1ng the 

ram W.NASSAS and the beavlly armed ironclad LOUISIADA, the an• 

gtneo or wb1oh1 however., bad not been 003:1Ploted. 

On April 16th; l.002"1 the Peeloi-nl squo.dJton moved up.river and 

anchored juat bel0\1 the rorta. Tbc mortar boate uere 1n advanoe 

and toward tho rie)lt bank. on tb.o lath at tan a. m. tho :zortar 

boo.ta o~nced a bombardlr.ent or Fort Jackson Wh1Gb wao contlnuod 

dnily tbrOU€b t ho 23rd. The bOllbnrdr.Jent \VO.C o.t!'ective, cono14or• 

abl• dm::ngc be1ne done to Fort Jnokoon. Tho forte replied, mtlkins 

a re" h1te . Every N.3h.t nro rflf'ta uore sent down t.10 river, but 

tM obip' a boata toaed. them clear. At two o•clook on tho nornln5 
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or the 24th, the oquadron eot underway f o:r tho pcLaoage ot the 

torts. Tho I'l'ASCA bw1 opotl.Od the abstruct1ona 1n the river by 

rt\lltrJ1nt;• The squadron uas 1n two d1 v1o1ona 1n S1nsle oolu...'"'i1l• 

It wo pl:mned for the londins d.1v!o!an to fire at tho rort on 

the right 1 St. Ph1llp • and the second di vi stem at Fort Jao~.eon 

on tbs lett, but 1t .vu not pof)o!bl.e to toUow thto. exactl1 o.s 

tll.Ore wna ecnne minor eontua1on ln tho !'ot~t1on caUQod b7 the 

d!fflculty in pase1n3 tho obetruot1on, DUr!.ng tho pcweage tho 

mortar boato kept up o. bo:nbardtlent from b&lo• the obotruct1on. 

Botoro d.ayll eht all of tho squcadron except tbroo or tho emaller 

gunboo.to bad paaeed tho forts and the operation wae a brilliant 

euoeeen. Tho ?.!AfiASSAS ao uell ae tho Conf'oc!ernte eunboAte Qbo\'e 

tho torts sot into the actlon but wore unequal to their tnek and 

we~ dostroy&d. Tho LOUISIANA and several 4maller ships gained 

tho oholt;er of tho torts. 

Tho squadron anchored for the day about ti?o m1len above the 

rorto. Leavina two cunboato hore to protect the l&.nd.1ns or troopa 

t~ough ~ont1no Daycu, F&U"racut proceeded noxt morn1ns to thO 

city \':here he a., 't 1 u4 ut 110 1 n .,,. roooivod tho ourr onder from 

the OGyor. All Confedorato troopa had been u1thdral'7n. The Fed• 

oro.la .found the ett7 1n ucat contusion. Along tho levees~ 

coal, cotton ond oh1.pptns1 including the untiniahod ironclad 

HI.SSlSSIPPI , were ablaze, menaeina tho en!'ety o£ the squadron 

itoelf t 
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Port ?" Jie ned tn c belo t tons, eont1nu his 

OB.Jnmient, and on the 29th r c 1V'ed their urr nd r. On ":I 

let, th city W'1! 1t detenoes er>e 

turned ov r to b119. 

Tfle e pture or " orl s the ..fir t Fed r . victarr on 

l d or of co.rd1nal importance. It aft cted the mers.l 

mil!ttU.ty' pl ot both side ~ and h d po rtul effect on the 

tt1.tUde of for ign n tion • 'l'be pr1no1p l e port of the South 

boon lost,, and t ult te o v rrmc of the Oonf r cy 

1ndie t d. B ton Rou "' tch a .soon eurr nciered to F r gut' 

tor.c~a; le. vis Vicksburg Port Rud on the only Con.fed. r to 

· tt>on l on the t-1 v tt• 

BJ' the or of 1862 the outh ;rt)t nod onl f1v porta o.r 

ortono ; "'ob11 lv ton on the -Oulf / 1ltlincton, 

ehnrl eton, v nrum• on the tlant1c. It · o deo1d d t t 

thD n effort cf the Gulf Smt · on would h<,. on th 1 1 sippi, 

t t DuPont chollld tta.ck C le ·ten,. and tbnt the bloeki ne of 

th other porto a to be nt ed. 

In. June, 186$; Parr t; cootr: to bia own r c end t1o 1 

rec 1 v d mandatory ord r to open the n r.- H h1 

qu tiron belo Vie> bur b tore da on the 28th r by the 

tt r1e t t t pl ce joined the qungo t squadron of Fla 

Officer D vi , ho had a'U.CCeed d Foot.,. The de le ere th: 

1.n con ~ol o t entire river, but the control could b tempo:rar7 
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only. In the s.bacnee or mtlito.ry support,, tho Department bad 

a .. Skcd bl~ to accomplish the i;mposu1bls . \~l.thmlt troops to hold 

tho oommo.nding points along tho ~1v•r he could not maintflin the 

noceo&ary trtm&ilort oerv1ce. The defe-naes at V1ekaburg WON 

too strong for tho no.vnl toreoa unaided; tho 0ontedt1;ratos nore 

estobliah1nz batteriee at:mny of the high points ot the 1-1.ver 

~; tho M ver t.'iae ff1111ng,. and the ne• end powertul 1~clad 

ram ARKANSAS ha.d. •rr1V&d under the battor!oe at Vicksbur3 to 

threat&n Parragut•s wood.en walls. J!e therefore detomnined on a 

\"11t.hdrmtt\11 which he sucooes~ly accompl1ohod on tho ~9th cf 

J\tl.7. Tho important eect1on of tho W.t¥t.1asipp1 covcr1n~ the rail 

and. trtttar oomtn1tl!cGt1ono tbroue'h northol"n Lou1s1tme. to Texas 

there.fore r~ncd in Con.1'edernte ho.nds, and 1t tm.& not until the 

tall ot Vioksburg a yoar lntor, on Jul.7 4, l~, thnt the r1 ve~ 

ea.me under coi:tpletc Federal eontl'-c>l. 

T§E ,l'EH!ll8UI~AR Cll.liPAI GU. 

In .t1ay, 1862, Oo1dt!borouS}l ~ instructed to aupport 

tlcClollan' e opernt1ons 1n the P~n1n.tNlar CGfAPa1gn. It 1fflD 

fatcCleUmts plan, yo\\ w!.11 rommbo,- # t<> move h1a o.rmr to Fortress 

Monroe by water , tnid then to e.dvance up tb$ .Pen1naull't botween 

tr~ York and .romeo Rive-ra,. with the UnVJ eupp.ortins him ()n e1ther 

.flatl.k. lt wan eltpoct~d that cw a result of these movements the 

d&oieive ~ttle ot th& war would be f'ouJbt near Richmond, Naval 

aperatio~s uoro reatrict~d for a titte bJ Confederate bS.tterieo 
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at Yorktorm And Olouc~oter Point , and by the Jmtltll!AO nt 11ortolk • 

After thelDe pointo had been ovnouatcd b7 the Contoder ates, and 

tho JmTIRl!jAO deotro;yed, tho I111VJ' ongaeed 1n extena1 ve and nrduous 

cp&rat1ono on tho Jenee nlld York R1vore~ escorting transporto, 

protecting thG linee ot auppl7, defe.7141113 the flanks ot' the Arlll1', 

aupporttne ita advances, and ongaglng numerous shore battor1oo.. 

At ono tirlo Com.:.o.ndor John Rodcero , 1n & 11 t tle squadron md.oh 

1ncludod the trOL'ITOR1 vao ordet'ed to "pWJh on to ,...1obmond, it 

p088lblo •••• nm shell tho pla.co 1nto eurrondor". This wno 

serioualy unde~est1mat1ng the Confedorate etroDBth. but cntirol~ 

unsupported, bo got nn far Wl Drom-7•a Blurt, eight milee below 

the city. Tho ah1!'a could not proooed further because thoir guna 

could not elO\rato auf £1c1ently to :reach tbe oppoatng ~ on the 

Slutf. Rodgo~ot squadron later materlall.1' aas1stod 1n preventing 

dlaacter to I!cClellm•s forces bJ' covorinc; their retreat, and bJ 

protoot1ng their nanks at t!al vern lllll and at tho nen base 11t 

Bo.rrioon' a Land1ng. Toward tho end ot thG campa1sn the largely 

aucmented fore& of gwiboata, orgonS.eed into the JGCOa River Plo

t1lla under Captain Charles \111.kes, vas veey active ln a4feguar4-

1nB tha artny• e lines of supplJ, which 1 t suoceastully acecm.pl1ehed 

until l!cClelltm wt tbdre11 tram the Peninaula. 
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1?b.e outh Atl tic Blcckad1ng "'quadron un r Du»ont 

Qont1nu1 t bloo ·. e o avannah Charle ton. T ol.d 

b · b n r in.fore bf a v n 

th n.IO I , the lo.tt r turr t d v s el 

ot b!.g r fr ebo t onitor • T Cont ~ t had 

buil~ t r CHICORA P.,-. ....... 
~IJ rt-/e 

AT •. h1ch, 1n Jnnuary;, 

1863, 

inc ship 

a urpri e" om C ton, c ptur Un!on bloc -

budl.y d ng o ~ tor r t1r1~ • Tho Obnf 4-

r te , b e d bJ th for 1 eo uln · t Ob l ton a t c plilfj 

t » of· . Br!ti. h •ot• Ill' cl d t t th block d n 

rei d, el not auJ)Ported by tact, since th 

a ls re on t tion t ne:x.t morn1n • T t t blocka 1 · 

ffoetlve as •ho · b the t ct t t t Canted t t 

l!\1%LLE l y tor e1- :t monthn l d d "1th cotton f'l 

ehrmc · to run t untlet. f1Mlly V 1 t U;P and 

v rted into priv .te r; but n v r capod. 
1 

con~ 

t t tna.1 t noe ot tho part nt, ga1 t b1e own 

bett r jud nt~ DuPont e>n Apr11 '1th v tt ck v4.theut 

up-ort inst the .fort def nd1 Cllarle ten, 1n the t .. 

t t to comp l the urronder or th city. In C p a · ox• · 

op1n1on., th tt ok on C l ton in 1863 d no 1c;port t m1U• 

t ob ot1 e n ur t th the co t- but · re rttt n 

beco.un ot t · gr t tnOtt •trect .h1ch it tlf3 thou ht would 
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re ult tror.a th l ot t c1tJ'• It ls vue t t th1 

p t1 cu!. , ly di d<>ur :ins -~loci f'ro m.tli tary point of rt. 

and tho Oountl7'. did d victor:r• Ho over, t moral eoste ot 

lniluro ~e to vo be n d1 ro d , c rtainly t~ r 

no quato pportionment o fi . trenst;h, 

T t · or xeeed!ngly po rtult con.,. 

e1 t1 or ort.ll PUl.ckoey .. P..ipl71 oultrie,. D m-e ,. Sumpt r, 

rlJld Jom1non., th tlurt n aup oi-t1 b tt r1 s, ount1ti th 

h av1 ot ost destruct! v then kno • er a m.oro.• 

o l', fortl1d ·bl ob tru.ot1ons 1n th naln ah1p c l hi.ch 

contributed d1f11cult1 of the ships. 

ter very hot ft t, the ed r s mt thout bavtn 

1nfl1ct ti :y ~S.c d 011 the fortB. Th h1 be n 

truck 30 t1a 1 th o inldn , and :1:'1 v n1 tc>r • r 

re Ott le n1 · DuPont c1ded n9t to 

re at t tt ck. tt , - 't' pul a"" d, n1 l 

not tun:i 1t into d1 t ~." 

or this failure and a d to 

r DuPcht weh ori t101 d 

11 v d.• but res nt ' ·, b1 .... 

tort s dQ not upport th crit1c1 • 

Lat zr-1 rorW. nble joint op t1on.o re conduct d tdnot 

c l ton, t~ 

tt i- exto 1v 

n v l c · .. er b81n Re 

fforto a VGJ:ftll of tl:. toil:'te 

ral 

tr- .. ee to t .. harbor nev r 1ned.t but th port 

blcclu.ld runner• It e.a not until 1865 that Oen.ral v· l'll&rl• 

to 
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~aioted by te1ntn frCQ Boova.re, outflanked the c1t7 ntJd f'orce4 

1to evacu.ntlon. In .cUl.1 tho naval opor4t1o.ns ~re cost the 

?edcro..l.a ttmnty-t~o ve~aelB. 

Tij? CAPTU!m OP VICKSPID!O• 

You \1111 remember that Colono l Wright 1£.st w8.9k doeor1 l)od 

th& n-d.11 tn17 oporo.tS.ons ot Ornnt1 o V'1ek&burt; Cmnpa1c;n; the objeot-

1 vo er which ~nD to cot:ipleto the control of the Uie~1es1p?i . 

C<:;ncernina tbio Ol>flrt\tion, Captain .Knox 1.1a.1sa "l'he ama.a1ng CU:• 

palsn a ·a1n.Dt Vicksburg repreisenta a classic eD.1:1plo of m111tery

naval atra.tegy o.nd eooperat1on. Tho emp1()J'm0nt of both l«md and 

~ater forces ~ae essential to victory and eloeo 4oord1nation of 

tho1r joint oi'forts was equally so .. " Crant eaid ~ the Rat.VJ'• 
11\11 thout l ts c.asio tan~ the campaign could not hnve been sueoose• 

t'ully made 1th t'11ce th$ m.uaber ot rr.on en~ed. It could not 

have ?>eon co.de tit 411 in tho t10.y 1 t wao 111 th any numbor or cen 

w1tltout auoh anaiatnneo. 0 

Itaval ope~ations in thio catl.PQ1Gn vero e~coecllnelY compll

catod, and 1t dooe not SeeJn prot1tuble to &.ttompt to foll0t1 them 

1n detn11. The Flotilltl undor Adlrdral. D. D. Porter, who had oue

ceodod c.n. Davis,, ongcat;ed shore batterien on n'\.lt.lerous oecne1ons. 

As Cl pre11i:J.ne.I7 to ... bertlnn•a attack on HaJ?le's Blut.r. north or 
Vick&bUI\.i• tbe gunboats seized control ot the lover Yazoo, nnd 

bombarded the batteries. But Sbt>rman'o attack ~oa rcpuloed and 

the enterprise 1:f1.0 abtmdoned. In what orant called GenEJral 
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R1 v~r, th ·::runbo ta d1 s®unt. d tterr 

and tot-o t urr nder ~f 5;000 troop.... Several sunboata r 

dGte~t !n n tt t to e.1 oontrcl ot the Red R1vet-1 in 

eon q nc Farr t ran pa t the d e;s roua b tteriee at Pon 

Hudson and up th river 1th savera.l ship to blockade tb 

mouth of the d River,. Two xp$dit1ona or gunba ts aupported 

b7 ti-oops tt ted to f1nd ~ r rout from the 1s 1pp1 

. !nto t upper 1i oo •1th th.45 obleot of turning the V1okebt.u:-

po ition fr~ t · north, bUt tor 1.ncntible d1f.f1cult1 e.; bOth 

f 11 a. •· U.7,. VJ' n the f ll r1v•r ®! the lowl u.f• 

r1c1 ntlr:t Gr t b$gnn to ch outl1 on the t be.nk, with the 

1den <;>-!' eroa 1ne t i-lv r a roachi . V1ckebu:rg fra.tn t 

aouth. .coot-din . 1, fort.or a nt tl . D'lot11 at the Vio tr~ 

tt rie 4l>n Apr11 16 h.. !1.fter tm · ·· bO t at ¢ked t 

bttter1es t Grand <Jul.!, outb of Viekabui' • round t too 

strOliJ., th "'I Upport d .r.. e:rQo 1nr; of t?o .-· turlb r oouth at 

ui~b\1%'8• During the inv otr.ient ot V'tcksbul' ,,. the Flot.ill 

upported t flQl'lk or th ~, kept o n the AJ"m1'• l1m s ot 

ea the defen.a ot Vic bur 

nd t9ven suppll· d a b ttel'J' to e ch or the tbJ:tee Army corpa to 

· dy a d fie1 ncy in a.,,, , 

V1Clmbur surrendered en July 4, 18631 .followed 1 d.1 t 17 

by the ur:r 'nd r of Port Rud.son hi.ch d be n und(lr 1 b1' 
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aonercl ~. ~1th t~ aurx-emier or th· a t o position , t)ontrol 

or the is~1 1pp1 s d into t hands of the F d troop • 

th6 tutur ork of the Plotilla one of ntdning oon• 

litiol tn cooper tic:m :1th the kr'r:rf• 

I:..BPULS 0 T~. rum @IV • 
I T . _ . 

tn the ~in at l.864 the guribo t 'Under Perter p rt1o1p d 

in the uns.uccesutul ed iv r c pugo, t objeGt of mich 

o c.z:t nd oon~ol QV ~ rr • .Aftftr the d re t and r tr t ot 

tho tz-. y, t bo ts r left nt1roly un po~t open to 

tt c'k b'f t~ C~ e~ t my in ·v t:''1 crooked 1 n r:ro , 

b lo r! vc1" • £till or sna d li ber lly sprinkled ~11th mine~~ 

o.i' :i ther · ~ th · called. torpedo " :r~ 1.t10re t 

t y r frequently ttncked by Conted r•te d t obmente ot in• 

~antl'f IU1d IU't11l~t'7 olong tho * Tbr~ghout thi ti t 

river as t lli.n , · m the7 finally ucc ~ d 111 :r· chins tbe 

1 1pp1 onlr tb;'ou t 1n nu1:ty of Colono:l · ley of t 

1aeonz.d.n Vclunt er 1 o t-'11 ed th t r 1 ;vol b7 hart · 

a ¢cu1tl'G.l. openi t :rd.ch t n to:> ept in torr .nt, but 

which a utl"i.o1 ntl7 db to p rmit t boat to p a, For 

tb.1.s oorwept1on h ubaeq ntl.y r c ived tho tbanJm or Oon~ · • 

ln r Vie ins t e oper tie on th e$1ss1pp1 1 it 1 

not d tho.ta 

• { ) The Plot1ll W1uall7 o d the bGtt rio$,ll' th. 

$'UC<1e·$J 
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( b) '!'he Cont iret nav ore oppC)81ng them e:r n ~ 

ouperl.or or equ 1n trength to the F eral n v l fore J 

(c) lot111 pt open t river in r ot t 

t n t 1r l!n e of c unlcat1ono f 

(d) A a ured n cure b a tor t ep tic ot 

th l.ettll I 

( ) T tu 1 und r t nd1n ot tho proper ophcr of nct1V• 

it and th c pab1.l1t1e or t av tore by tt 

Porter, D '111 pl .c th na force tf ntuall 

un r Gr t t control tbo 1 n directly undi r h1 

'R Jl' o po rtul 1n r t Oon-

f do~ t that th y did. ev J7thin tbia their po l" to bre. 1t 

or to nullify 1t by blockade•rwmin • of the protlt e 

bJ' bloc · •l"t.lrlMr re t bulous., ho t cbn1que of .nmnt 

c h1 1 dev loped. A apecial ttpe or ship co t:ructed 

ror run rrcm . a. u, • or v to the Cont r te 

eo t; lo , r ot fit 00 to 

bout f'wr n knot dull y1 burn1 le 

, and Vi t lo eopie fmm l ueh could 

lo r to 

In Jam11ar17# 18 

t bloo 1 
' t 

tore 

n1 b r d s 

ton bl 

p def e t to 

P , d bro 
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t bl QC d t or ril7. On th tlant1e Coast, in add1 t1 on to 

the ef rort alr 41 de crl d, the Cont' derat s in Octobel', 1963~ 

tor oed. t h I 0 ID o£t Cl le ton bf th tor do-bo t 

DAVID. I n ry, 1864, in ~ k th IIOU TO 

Thee e.tt elm intore ti a ptoµeer ucce · es in ne ~ to 

ot 

sou.t rn n 'V 1 ().ff!oer , 

unimport nt. more s rt oua tbr t 

in d 1n nuitr of t 

r tr t glc 11 

1n tb pr1n ot 1664 

in th nort~ c ol1 by the no ironcl r 

hlch in ev ml n,,.raj•~Kilnt,e 1nfllot on the Union squad"'" 

rons . tn ct ob lt, lB , ho v it 1 he torpedo by Li ut nant 

. 1111 t daring xplo1 t of the • 

Farr ~ ly r c n6 t t op r tl ems be con.duo ted 

, but tlle .B t nt. mpley on t IS• 

1 . 1pp1 until th ilrl" ndcr o'f P~rt on in Jul.11 lB03• B 

then t\tl"rl to Yor tor' much nee40d re t. 

Altllou . 1 t arly import oo , 

d 

oc ' t. 

blooko.d i-unn1 port 

vc~al if0?1(11 · ~ 

s E. c · 1eted 1n 

eh tbr ten th• block.ad • T 

!Qh; 16641 t mo t p $rtul v eel ver 

to tlr t Collf d r te fl S• "" cnrri d b tt r7 of ~s.x lon -

0 
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rit'l a cmd h ~ c s te prot et.ed by eix 1.n<: b of 

armor on 1 to .ta.cc tmd. five inc else her • Her prlnci 

os s d of only ix knot ,. poorly at d 

port h'utt rs, z.p0$ d ehor c , nl.1 6f htch ere4 

b r in the eor.:dn b ttle. Xn January, 1964• Farr gut returned. 

to tbb Gu.lt th order to ee.ptur 'ob1le before the 

could be com.pl tod. lt was not, hom!lvor, until the nd of July 

that t n eeaeary troop arrived, thnt a utf1c1ent qun on 

could be nss mbl d. 

· ob1l ie th!rty mile .frOlil the Gulf. The ntranc e 40..,, 

t nd~d by Fort organ on ob1le oint d Fcrt Gain · on D uph1n 

l land. Fer most oil 1t thre mile " th ntx·ance very ~· 

a o'bsti"tlet 4 b line of piling, o that Fwt 1n s 

or th .£loot. TM deep oot v 'i'7 nnrroo <wt .. 

tio l Chli.rll:lel ptissed eio to Fort or , which ot voey 

strona aOil?T conntruc1),1on,. th 23 beuvy nd 46 light fSlUlO• The 

ssa bloc d b7 bout 160 m1nos tn e v ral. lines, xo pt 

ror neai- tb .tort ich bad b en le:ft for th 

Tho d tenses · e 

Or le • 

uch etr(>n · r than tho noounter t n 

F r gut begaa the tta.ck earl,- 1n the morning of Au t 5tb, 

1664... T plan wa · to run p t ort llox'gon, using th r 

channel bot · ·1t and th ll ot m1.nea, to def ct tbb Conf'ed r t 

ruav tore s inside the bay, which; in addition t.o the 'l'E ssEE, 
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1ncluCJod. ttroo ar-.norcd gunboats; end then to capture tho tTIO t"orts 

by jo1nt at to.eke \7.1 th the Arrq. Por tho run pCLat tbs torts, four 

now monl toro wero to constitute tho otarboard and leading colum, 

while the vooden ships ~ laabod in pain oona1ot1ng ot a $Crew 

oloop and a cu::io.llcw abip on tbo oft o1do, conat1tuted the port 

oolumn. It was oxpooted that the aloope m th their great volum 

ot broads1db £1ro would ~hen they came abr&aet the forte clt1vo .. 
t~ tlUnner:J to cover . FQI'ra@lt rurthttr u1ahed for a we-sterll" '11.nd 

to blo\'1 tho m:wko trtJrJ the obiPD on to the tort, anJ _a tlood t1do 

to Cat"r1 o.ny ®meed uh1ps p~t tho dotenaee , Both cond!.t1ons 

uere precont on the Jay oi' tho bc.ttle. 

Thb battle OPCned ~t t1~e t11nutes before ueven when Captain 

Craven in tbs 'i ... C~.!Stl! tired both turret ll\111fl~ and tho aeti on 

qu1ckl7 boca:..ci hot , '71 th cloudo or e1:.0ko ovor the 4ceno. Tho 

Oontoderate squlldrcn under I.dm.lral Frn:okl.1n BucbnnAn took $tation 

1.c:iecli~tely 1n rear or the end of tho torpedo f1eld.. part1al17 

blocking the oho.nnel- Tbe T.EOtrus n t~.i.4 the cbllnnel oot"1eon tho 

tot't CJ.nd t~ buoy marldns the llt:d ts or the mines so narrow that 

ehe cro\d&d over to port tnto thO atere ncai-ly ahead ot the 

EROOitLD, wbieh WAG l eo.d.lng the l eft-bond oolumn of wooden shlpa. 

At the f\&lmo t1mo tho BROOKLlN thaue:,b.t ehe eo.w t<)rp&doea ahead. 

She accardin5ly otopped and ba.ct:ed, and turned acrose tho channel 

ao ns to block tho p0J.1saeo o£ the vholc l ine , t1hich oonnoQuently 

crowd&d up 1n ~e.t con!'u.ci on. J..t this c1i•1 teal ::omGnt the 
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T V...IDEH, ing th buou kin the llm1 t o the n f1 ld 

to bo rd in.Ct ad ot to port , struok tot'p do • 

d.1 toly. C ptain Cr ven, t n g bi p11ot t niu"ro onptt 

xit, r t c• 1th ret.:ark6 u t r yo,u• Pilot ~ and 

o rrl d d tb lll? ot b1 er • 

t. 

I al. ion or v lod to d.1 t r. Tho war to 

s bloc by t c he could not pas on tb a.r 
atar id hoc u of t t o r ve els or the on!tor 

col • !not tl7 eh o,, thorefor , to 1 d the to port 

over the mln n ld, bel1ev1n that ,, ltbougb mgbt loso hi 

hip, 1 10\ll.d be cl a.red for sufficient ves$el to t through 

to en ur t victory.,. P 1n the BROO :m. be he arning 

shouts, to bioh he respon od tl h1 o r WJ "Dai:m the torp ooa Jn 

line or min ., t 1 could be he rel the BART. ORD aed over 

knocking on the bott Ii their pri r snapping, but ort tel7 

tho had. bee det ct1~ t thi po1nt .from lona 1 r ion. 

Ord r 

the 1UJ.MD 

!i' D 

to en"' 

n r st " and the ship .rollo th& llAR1'1' RD over 

thout - • The T tt tc to r t 

t t 1 due to 1n u.t.t1c1 nt p ed. then tunicd 

t entire col 0£ wooden sblpa in suco D ton s tMy 

p ed_, but S¥ 

The fleet c 

suec e ed 1n teri 111 injurint) ()n].11' cm.e sbip11 

r-e o~ the f QTt snehor d in ob!.l~ 
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~ SE • th r 11 t drat't ond po errul lo -hn 

could lls.vc b d$d the dere.l hip rrolJJ. shallo at r 

whe matljJ' or the could not tollo heri Or he owld have 01.'lC 

outn1d 'bo tts.elt tho tr porto.- But hbrour,h t 1 nerall 

~ . d o. · mistake 1n jud nt, Buohnt1o.n unexp ctedl tood 

do to th · cbora the fl t . Such. nan prob ... 

bly 1mp lied to tht 'bold course by th& prcvio QO i&ltt Of 
rt1+he,,- aatJ.r~1eally 

c rt n ot th Soutnern n p ersf h1ch had cr1t1c1sodAh1m tor 

not 01 out and e. · troJin the F der l eh1pe out 1 the b J• 

After v ·r1 hot last1 tor ov r 11.n hour- 1n 1ch t 

hole: Uni.on q on Pf4tst1cipated, t TEN r duced to 

1.t11pc;t no currendorod1 Buol b :lng 617 oun d • 

Ftirt Oain~e surr ndered th next day but E'art J organ 1 ld. out 

!Qr ev nteen d y " obil ws now co l .t ly clca ~ a port 

t<tr bloc d: .. runner but th Artf13 could not ¢!p e t tionnl 

troo~ r q~ired to-r the r duct1on of the city until the follow1n;J 

UpX-ln •· 

In c · v, 186 1 joint 01::.p ·d1t1on s l.ed rcr t eaptur 

or 1 · nr:ton, ?J~tth c ol1n ,. Thi:> pl· e l:U\d. lo.n b n the only 

e pOl't het'o 'bl..,c· <te-r~ eoul.d b sueeessfullJ con uet d_. 

c.nd a oon id r a · sent1 l for t upply to Laa•e ot t; 

l d, s lt t ~, boo and blan t p The expedition eonoi~t d of 

ov ~ SO vo le undc~ Admir Porter 4Di 61 500 n un~ r n r l 
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utl r \ 1 t ].,. Aft r vy bo a 

ding tho ~trt.meo to th R1v :r; ner Dutl xa r • 

d Ms troopn 1 thOut e ul ting the · rko on l d tor 

hooo • cl. thllt 1n ut f1e1 nt d b n don by t 

n • Or t not int ve anr 
cttv t 1n the attair1 1t p tlcularly untc~tun t th t 

d14, p . v1oue cU.ft1cult1 t en b1 and Port r re ult 

in a ck ot cooper tion blcb the und rt 1ng t 1\ll' .. 

t then o · er- G n r 1 Terey to COltl~id the 
a 

a oo tt t,, order! hi not" ... MC~· 1 

fore in a 

until t tort 

Fort hor two side , one t · tbre •quartor of 

. l · lon t ~ t 

t nd.1 i~ hOrc t rt t ~ tor n arly 

tho neck ot land to th t'iv r. Th l tor t , tr 

n. · v l land.1 :force of 1000 blu j c t ant'i 400 l.ne 

t eked th ea tac • The lo.n.c11 · :f woe had not 

or drilled. to th r fore th as. · u1tJ turthe re~ the were not 

proi- rly d. Atter a , the7 rt) r pul ed w1 th 

he l • Do v r1 th Old1 r ·1 d b;y th naval diver ion, 

can-led t oth r t c • d au.pport~ by hD VJ .rlre from t iron• 

o , tinally tore th r o t ®t ntier t ten P• • 
on Jq"uary 1S, 18l.S"; 

" after the mo t stubbot'n r 1 tance·, Colon 1 L r or 
t fort, o.tt ar-d a ldt 
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• t gn1ficent char of the r1c n V'1 

upon t 

tt et 

o nter of our work o bled th 

"""'..,.;a1.iGnt on our l ft •1th comp 

The f l of ort Pis r 

n on the v1rtuoll1 o 

followed by the c pturo o£ 11-

tion or blockad ~runnt 

into t 

Pa· 
in this pro nt tion it po1n~ d ou,t t t the South, 

tollo\11 th .ttt t c l 1d preval nt 1n. the u. 1:. • 

that ti ,. p Q · d er t ttd th 1ri the off1cacy of crui r r id 

. not a· born tr • It ,q,.ect that uch r ·ould 

cco 11.eh two import t objeet1v J first, t they uld. r:t-

OUDlJ' Mtill>Or the orth's Mllty to carry on th ar b)' direct 

pre ur on her c re 

oul.d render tha 'bloc 

number ot U1'l.1on· v · 

1z • 

f1 c. I nd, ond• t t tb ':f 

e lnef'fectual by d1•e1:'t1n from it lar 

1th or th obj eti ro i~ 

It 1 true that the mi rlouoly ~:rippled the t hipwo 

pi 1 uatry of t United Stat • In 1061 our ro t fl t 

~ co only to · t Bn n 1n o~ld c ere and ninety 

percent ot it opar ted by tbe orth. The end &tt 

oaptur.ed o'r e bout 200 ~chant ve D l ti in 

t n 1 borhood of 100 ,000 to , ct monottiry loes 1n · bi 
I 
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fJJ:ld cargoes Of a.boUt C.20~000,000e TbiB 1n 1 tDoli WQS S&r!oup but 

not v1tal1 it represented le&o than one percent cf the a~gato 

oom::iet-ce durtne the war. But there vere important indirect losses. 

over eoo,ooo tonti or Amoriean obippina waa trnnsterrcd to noutrcl. 

!'lace: the careyina trade was 1argely d1v~rte4 to tore1gn bottomsJ 

Gnd tho wu 1mrur4n0e prea!.wnD reached exorb1 tant flgmwea. An 

ind1rcct lose, 2:1ent1one4 by the united Stateo in 1ta cnoe aeiUnot 

Great Brito.1n,. wac tho e.xpenditure C-cr- tm acvnl. purnuit or tl"..o 

cru.'1.aero. Set.'la fitt7 Unl.on voesola woro~ at ~ t1::a3 or nnotnor, 

enea{ted 1n the ee~ch. The cru1scra t1ere, directly and 1n41rectlv • 

reoponsible tor the loso or snle of nearly a ndllion tons of 

Amer1ca.n abipp1ng. In 1860 two-thirds of the ccsrr...et-ee of Now York 

wae carr1«i 1n American sb1paJ in la63,; three-quarters was carried 

in rorei{!P bottoms. Tbe Southern. cruisers dealt AmQr1onn eb1pp1ng 

n pr1mar'y blov1 from Ubl Ch 1 t ha.fl nev&r recov~red, al though there 

hAve been, of course, mnn1 other raotox-s 1n the intervening J'ea.re 

\'lhtch bnv& hindered !.tn o.xpansion• 

In spite of th1s, the effect ot the cruisers on the final 

outcome or the war was negllctblo. Although tho ob1pp1ng bue1nece 

of the liwth tTQS sor1ous17 S.njured1 1tn commerce wllG not !llAtoJ?1a117 

t.1.fteeted. Wbilo tha Confederacy wa.e ru111ed by tho blocknde, 

Northern eoll.'QQree £lour1ohod in ap1te ot the crutoere ., 

The noc0I:1Pliahmento of the rt11ders n,aturAU.y reoult. ed 1n 

clamorous demands for protoction,, but SecHtfU'~ ... ~&lloa ntubb~7 
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it&~st~ to tho bnat ot b1o a.b1l1t7, 11nlU!lB onl7 e1'.l0Uflh t o 

qulot ttie ~ inte~pcrat:e denunc16tiona, Re Qui to r1chtlv 

p1~d the orn.c1 ency Of' t~ blooltadt> .tti-at. :tn hie report rc;r-

1004, be eta~4t 

n1t baa boen the t»liey of Una Dop«U'tuont, r1sitUJ' 

!tdhtlrod to ~dcr tU.l o1i'el:Jlltanecu:; .f.Uld rro::i f!hJ.eh it 

bas 11ot nllotJOd 1 tcol.r to be dl vnted; M"i'c~ to per:mt t 

th~ $tf1C1flucr ot tho blcok&tlo to bO s.~. n 

fhe1-& would be little profit ln o.tte~ttne to tollct1 t?zO. 

opora·tions o·~ t}l.e oru!.sera t.n an1 detail. 5r lt1nh oonntvanoe was 

• inatel'!.al tact.OJ'• and -~ later the baoie ot tm Alabama Ola.tr• 

wbioh w&t"o £Jf)ttlo4 1n ~ur tavor trm ·1e.ooo,ooo. 
Ante~ tho bec-t kmn:m of tbo Md~• weM tht SUUPttll., FLORIDA. 

GEOIH.ttA. ~ALLAt:t..SES, onmlAJ:IDOhU, atld AtAJll&A. 

'I'h& s:o ~ epoctae-ul.a.r llnd eucees:Jt'ul we.a the ~ ~ 

tllc CO!!:"~ ~t the oolt!ib~ted Rnpbtlo.l nom-eo. lier o-eat suece1s 

ml& lareoly dua to tbo fact that shl') operated, 1n the ma!.n1 a.¢nnt 

cu'd.11n;; ~«Jeela. ~a ttae a 'ilor7 ok!llt\ll cruirlflt' <lt1~~ lb 

C"1rtitully ce1culat0d the t1bc> tteQ\d.~<4 tor natFa ot his OPf}l'et1onu 

to votlCh tbe Pettor&l Oovo~nt, tl1'Ji tl'lOn ~h1tte4 h1• hunt1113 

~~. t~hcNOre; h1a oblp could ltGop th& see& tw lons 
p.,N.odO ~oaua., w:>&t ot tt,u) paosagoo ~ote uoo un.dfl' ua.tl. 

• fh st..ocy of tbe deatl'uct1cm o.r tm ALt .. D.MU b,- bho KtA1\t..1f:4tOE; 
Oa10{.01r1 W1 ,.,clo..v, 
o~t Cho~bcur.,: , Fl"e.no•, on June l 9tb,. l aG'• 1• well knGtm• In 
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del1"?J0ro.tel7 going out to .t'1c;ht mien he tmD not to.reed to6 Seznt'leo 

1a eoneral.17 credited with tuo errors in jUdonentJ t1toot. m 
underostt=nte6 tho atroJlBth or h!.a opponent J Clr.d second, he d1a

roc)U'dcd hio n:illtary objective, bieh was the doatructlon ot 

nortliern ob1pp1nJ• EVen a victory over one or thO Jl.\SCroua 

llorthem cru1oa- c would probo.bl7 bave jeopnrdtzed tbat purpose. 

) It is cGrta1nly o?U> ot t~e 1!~portnnt !"unct1one o~ our study ot 

nnve.l h1stor-y to det&ct oucb er?'ors 1n object1veo , and ot our 

otudy of the pamphlet, "Souml L\111tary Dcc1G1on", to prevellt them. 

CON'OLUSIOR. 

AltbOugh at the beg1nn1ns ot the WIU' tho flavy was nak and 

... !ta initial or.torts were nacosaQr1ly emnl.11 it built 1ts&lt into 

ono of the most tori:J.dabl.b tlooto 1n tho ~·orld or tl'-...o.t t11!:&. It 

eave an outstanding cxn;nple or the uae 6t o~ ot th& aoo:. It 

~40 om.1.nently succeo~rui in mtdntatntns a blockc~o which slowly 

but ourol7 a transl t'd 1 ts oppom:ntc. It captured oosent1.al operAt-, 

... 

1ll3 baDes on the Southam Coo.at, cooperated Tl,Lth tho m1l1tary 

torcoo by ~scor:ttne thm, b1 covering and eupport1l'13 t~1r o;pera

tlona, and bJ mo.1nta1n:lng their llnos of ocm:'5Unlcat1one. It 

protected 1ts own c~rce and denied th& use ot tho aeo. to South• 

em cor.:!C&roe. And by 1 t& strength end enerQ 1 t materiall7 con

tri b"J.to4 to tbf) prevention ot rore1~ interf&rence. 

A<b11ral Portor relat8a that the night following Grant•a 

capture of Peteraburst on April 2nd, iaas, Abraham Lincoln apent 
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on Porter•~ tla~hip tho ?!ALVI.:1 N, in the Jai:ee ruveia. !.Jing up 

tho J~oe :; a Contcdoro.te uqua.....ron ot throe 1ronol.Ade G.nd tlvo 

ucodon vessels v..nclor- "At.AB.AHA" ~etnmea, new an a&d.1,al . Thia 

r orot9 ,, tOL--othor with tbo shore bo.tteriea and tbe obstruotione 

ounk in the r1ver• vu a bar to a navtU. e.4vance on fl1ohz:Ond. At 

tho Salte t1mo the Federal &Quadl'on ttao contAtmne the Contedo.rate 
it: 

equ.o.dron,. ant1 prcvtmt1nu bamt rz-om 1ntertor1ng •1th the troop 

~omcnte. On evori hnnd was hoard the aound ot artilleey end. 

r.;WJketcy, oho ing tho.t tho Fetlera.l.s were closing 1n on the Con• 

£cde iat& PoS1t1ons. &Ol'.le t1do ntte~ tl.idn1ght on ~his h1ator1c 

nil]ht the Pr&oidortt and too Adr-...1.rol., from the dcc~o ot tho UALVEim, 

heard a tsorioo of hea11;( explou1ono up-~lvor~ It ao Se~o dea

troylng h!.G own oh!ps on oroero tr01r. bla 'ffAvy Depo.rtmtmt boco.uae 

or tho evt10unt1 on or n1cbmcu."ld. 1hws por-1 ehed the l &a t o.t... the 

Contcderato neet; • nnd tho N~tr"J ' a work t1aa dOl'.le. 
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!AV AL ~.Plijj!A1! OIS OF /l'BE CIVIL WQ 

tfnbon, A.T. 

Soley, J. R. 

The Gulf end Inl.eln\ tla.tero. 

The Blockade an4 the C:ruisGnJ. 

Note e Tho toreeolnc belonc to e. aer1eo called 
"Tb& Na'fy in tho 01vil r;lll*" • 

Tho Utae1es1pp1 River 1n 1862~3. 

(A pnper l)'l'epored nt t~ ar Coll.ego 1n 1906 and 
botm.d VS.th othoro under tba t1tl0 n~ Influence 
or the lttiVJ upon Land Opore.t1ona 1n Time or wern • 
tiled in tho Library). 

Stoele, tJ. F. 

Adame, c. Ii'. 

Off1o14l Records ~r tho Union tlnd 
Contedorate 1lo.v1os in tho \tar of 
the Rebellion • U0~1~s 11 Vols, 4! 
s. o, ~. a, 11, 13• ia, ie. GO, 2 , 
22, 23, 24 • 

Amel'ican Oac:&Paiana. 

Studies D111tary and D1•lomat1c. 

!m'C Ste.tr Presentation 19$9 Stratostc EmploJ')DODt ot the Pleet. 

·nrio start Preoontotion 194.0 U111tar7 Strate~ of the C1v11 unr. 

ll't'C Staff Presentation 1~'7 3o1nt Operat1cns during th& CS.v11 
fiaJ'e 

NV1.C Staf't Prosontnt1on 1939 Naval Oporations ot the 01v11 war. 

HWC HJ.otoriool. Prosentdtlon NaVlll and Combined Operations on tho 
1929 At1antlc ooast Durtns the 01vt1 wer. 

m7C R1stor1eal Proaontaticn :No.?al Opero.t10M oa tho ntettieclppl 
l.930 Durina the 01 v11 war. 

Grant, u.s. 
Sprout 1 n. and t!• 

Rear Admiral &u::alel Ft-onc1o DuPont, 
u.a. vav1 - A B1oaraPb1'• 

Poraona1 l!emo1ro. 

Riso ot American. NQvn1 PO'f/e~. 



J>ort r• D.D. 

s irr1 , cr.o .• 
p :ullln,. c. I>. 

A tory of t Unit Cl t te :v-,. 

tor1 or 01 v11 • 

A Century ot a al Adm1n1. tra ... 
t1on, 1861•1911. (Proc. u. • t vo.l 
In&tttuto, Vol. XX.XVIII). 
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