























































































































































































































on Porter's flagshlp the MALVESN, in the Jemes River. Lging up
the Jamos was a Confederate squadron of three ironolads and five
wooden vessels under "ALABAMA" Semmes, now an sdmiral. This
foroe, together with the shore batteries and the obstructions
sunk in the river, was & bar to & naval advance on Richmond, AL
the same time the Federal lquadron was contelaning the Confederate
gquadron, and preventing M frax interfering with the troop
moveaments, On every hand was heard the sound of artillery end
musketyry, showlng that the Federals were closing in on the Cone
fede:ate positions. CSome time after midnight on this historie
night the President and tle Adwmiral, from the decks of the HALVERN,
heard a series of heavy oxplosions up-river. It was Semnes des-
troying his own ships on orders from hls Navy Depertment because
of the evacuation of Kiclmonds Thus perished the lest of the
Confederate {lest, and the Navy's work wae -:iom-



























