









































































































































FPE“Spirit had been etimmlated by fine
»The tertimony of eurvivors is that thore was no
thought of anything but the chance to injure the opponent. The
first shol from the MERRIKAC struck down nine larines, the second

disecipline,

disabled a g and its entire crow, GOreat wooden eplinters
gﬁﬁia“‘ﬁ;. ﬂﬁ'&"%ﬁm‘fﬁ&ﬁau Thammasg- ;’f;cx"?md
once, but continued to fight, eo the EERRIMALC remsed her agaln.
At one time, seelng the havoo on board, Buchanan ceased fire amd.
demanded her surrender, to which Licutenant SSNEE lorrie, her
acting comunnder, replied: ®Never. Ve will sink with our colors
£1ying,"

Aftor sinking t._za'm;anm, the MERRINAC attacked the
weaker CONORESS which, after great damspe, and when she no longer
had & gun which would beer, surrendereds She bdlew up about nide
night, her total casualties mmounbting to approximetely 180,

The HERRIMAC then attempted to attamock bh; MIKSESCTA, which
had run aground in coming to the aid of the CUMBERLAED, but
beceuse of the depth the MERRIKAC could not get close encughs
At ebout plx-thirty peme, beceuse of the falling tide, she withe
drew to fewell's Polnt and anchored for the night.s DBut she was
by no mesns the same ship which had steamed out at noon. To

ocutward sppearances the sacrifice of the CUMBERLAND had been a



























at Yorktosn and Cloucester Point, and by the MERHRIMAG at Norfollk .
After these points had been evacuated by the Confederates, and
the MERRINAC destroyed, the Favy engazed in extensive and arduous
operations on the James an! York Rivers, escorting transports,
protecting the lines of supply, defending the flanks of the arwy,
swpporting 1ts advances, and ongaging nuserous shore batteries,
At onc time Commander John Rodgors, fn a 1ittle squadren shioch
ineluded the NONITOR, was ordered to "push on to Richmend, if
poasibls «soe and shell the place into surrender. This was
seriously undercotimating the Confedsrate strength, tut entirely
unsupported, he got as far as Droewry's Blulfl, sight miles below
the city. The ships could not procesd further because thelr gune
could not elevate sufficiently to reach the opposing guns on the
Bluffs Rodgers' squadron later materially assisted in preventing
T, S e b
protecting thelr flanks at Ealvern Iill and at the new base at
flarrison's Lendings Toward the end of the cempaign the largely
augwnted lforce of gunboats, orgunised into the James River Floe
tills under Captaln Charles Wilkes, wes very active in safeguarde

ing tho army's lines of supply, which it successfully accomplished
until HoClellan withdrew from the Peninsulse
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The Soutb Aglantic Dlockading “quudron under DuPont was
continuing the blockade of Savannah and Charleston.s The old
wooden vessels had been reinforced by seven new monitors and by
the VEW IRCNCIDES and the EECKUE, the latter a turreted vessel
of ﬁ!.s‘hor fresboard than the monitorss The Confederates hiad
bullt the remg CEICORA and PALMETTO STATE, whioh, in January,
1863, made a mrpriae ﬁvm Charleston, capturing a Union dlockadw
ing shlp and bedly dasaging snother before retirings [She—Cenfede

tain of e “ritish man-ofewer claimed that the blockade Le# Leen
ralsed, & claim not supported by fact, since thg s#8ckading vese
sels wero on station the next mornling Bit the blockade vas
effective was shown Ly the {ggh"thot the Confederate atesner
WASHVILLE lay for eolae® months loaded with cotton swalting a

chance to paw™the gsuntlet. <ho finally gave 1t up and was cone

Ab thoe insistence of tho Department, end ageinst his own
better Jjudgment, Dufont on April 7th made e naval attack without
Arpyy support ummb the fortes defending Charleston, in the ate

S/ides +3, 6F  TheaZe: /‘_ﬂﬁal?
tempt O ompel the mmndar of the citye Ehw
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purticulerly dlescouragzing period from 'y polnt of view,
and the Country A1d nessew®®orv. Howover, the morsl costs of
fallure gg I have teen disrogarded, and certainly there was

The defenses of Charleston were cmndin;{;‘ powerful, cone
eisting of Forts Pincimey, Riply, Houltrie, Desuregard, Sumpter,
and Johnson, with tihirteen supporting batterics, all mounting the
hoaviest and moot destructive guna then kmow, Thore woere, moros
over, formidable obastruptions in the main ship channel which
contributed greatly to thes diffticeulties of the ships.

Aftoyr o very hot fight, the PFedorals withirew without having
inflicted any cericus damage on the fortss The ships had been
struck 430 tlumes, the Keckuk was sinking, and flve monltors were

more of less damaged, W

not turn 1t into & Aloseter." Adm p BT was muoh criticleed
for thils falluseeewe®®iiod to be relieved, but presentw-day hige

-

Iater, formidable joint operations were conducted agalnst
S/ das 73,6 ﬂg%_;_- ed/oren
Charleston, E;bhn neval commander being Dear ?ﬁﬁ! Dallgren, and
after oxtensive ¢lfortas geveral of the ferte were reduced, Lne
trance to the harbor wus never gained, but the port was olosed to
blockade runnerss It was not untll 1665 that Jeneral Sherman,












{v) The Confederate naval forces opposing them were never
superiocr or oqual in strength to the Federal naval {orces)

{c) The Plotilla kept open the river in rear of the Army
time safepuarding thelr lines of communicationsg

(8) The Afmy ascured a secure base for the operations of
the Plotilla}

{e) The mutusl understanding of the proper sphores of active
ity and the capabilities of the Army and Haval forces by Orant,
Porter, sm@ Poote and Davis placed the naval forces as effectually
under COrantts control asc though they had been directly under his

Chase — ——

federaten that they did everything withinm their pouer to bresk 1%t
or to nullify 1t by blockade~running [Sesssor-thopressrr-naey
M 4 ppeocial type of ship was constructed
for ths run from lasssu, Termide, or lHavanna to the Confederate
coast, low, long paddlovheel steamors of from 400 to €00 tomns and
about fourteen knots spesd, patnted a Aull gray, bturning smokeless
anthracito coal, and having tolescopic fumnels which could be
lowerod to the rail, ! ‘
In January, 1685, the Texans administered sharp Qefeats to
. the weak vlockeding forces at Gelveston and Sablne Pass, and broke










ineluded throe armuored gunboats, and then to capture the two forts
by Joint attaghs with the Admye For the rmn psst the forte, four
now mopiteors were to constitute the gtarboard and leading columm,
uhile the wooden shilps, lashed in palrs consisting of a screw
eloop and & smaller ship on the off side, constituted the port
columme It was oxpected that the sloops with their great volume
of broadelde fire would when they cams abreest the forte dtive

the gunners to covers Farragat further wished for a wssterly wind
to blow the smoko {rom the ships on to the fort, and & {lood tide
to carty any demmged ships psst the Jdofenses. Both conditions
vere present on the day of the battle.

Jonfaderate squadron under Admiral Pramklin BDuchanan took station
irmediately in rear of the end of the torpedo field, partially
blosking the channel, The TECUMSEE foud the channel between the
fort and the buoy merking the limits of the mines 80 nerrow that
gl crowded over to port into the waters nearly shesad of the
BROOLLYYN, which was leading the left-hand column of wooden shipa.
At the samo time the ERCCOELYN thought ahe saw torpedoes ahsad.
Ghe accordingly stopped and becked, and turned moross the channel
80 as to block the passage of the whole line, which consequently
crowded up ia great confusions. At this ciriteal moment the















and cargoes of ebout §20,000,000, This in itself was serious but
not vitely it represented lese than one percent of the agoregate
commerce during the war, Dut there were important indirect losses.
Over 800,000 tons of American shipping was tranaferred to nsutral
flapgns the carvying trade was largely dlverted to foreign boltomsg
and tho war insurence premiuns reachsd exordliant (ipures, An
indirect lons, mentioned by the United States in 1ts cese asuinet
Oreat Iritein, was the expepditure for the navel pursuit of the
crulserss Soms {ifty Union vessols wers, at one time or anothor,
engaged 1n tho goardhs The crulsers were, directly and indipectly,
responsible for the loes or ssle of nearly a million tons of
imericer shipping. In 1060 twowthirds of the commerce of Now York
was carried 1ln Americsn ships; in 1863, threewguarters was carried
in foreign bottoma, The Southern crulsers dealt Ameriecan shipping
& primary blow from which it has never recovered, although there
have been, of course, uany other factors in the intervening years
which have hindored its expanslon,

Tho soccouwplishments of the raliders naturally resull ed in
clamorcus demands for protection, dut Secretary Yelles stubbornly
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