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o
Lecture on Russia to be delivered 23 Sentembe
William B, Ballis, Department of State.

I« Introduction
A. Problem of understanding the USSR

1, Difficulty off applying our own standards of
couparisone.

2, Neither an oriental nor &n occidental country
but a combination of each,
Be The land = graphical factors to be eonsidered for
an understanding of the USSR,

1l Vastness he councry

A, One-sixth of the land surface of the earth,

bs 6000 miles from the Danube to the Bering
Straits,

ce 2,500 miles from the Artic to the southern
frontier.

Social implications from geographical factors.

e« Heartland theory - Mackinder = Haushofer,

., Flat country - open to land attaclk.,

. Absence of sea routes unlike iWestern Buroone
which is a peninsulas

d, Possibility of meximum dispersion of industrys

a
b
c

Topographye

a, Low lend plain - 3,000 miles - western frontier
to Yenisel,

be River countrye
a, Continental in most of countrye

3

(1) Extremes of tempe rature
(2) Moderate » i

Sy
recipitation ~ short
SCasSOne
be Subs=tropical in southern parts.
Ce The Psonle
1+ Population
2, Present population - 193,000,000,
Prewar population = SQE,OO0,000.

TOH0 6STiMate = rU0youTyUTo—
1970 estimate - 250,000,000
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Present ages 18-38 - 29,000,000
Present ages 17=49 42,000,000
1950 ages 18-38 31,000,000
1950 ages 17-49 - 47,000,000

Significance of a young country.

(1) Military standpoint

(2) Economic standpoint

(3) Propaganda standpoint
Ethnic groups - about 170 (of which only 5
number more than 20,000 people)

qlavs - composing three-fourths of the peonle.

- one~half of the people.
0,000,000
- 10, OOO 000

be Georgians, Armenians, Kazakhs, etc,

ce Soviet political technique of handling nation=
ality problems,

II. The Soviet System
A. Historical sketech =~

"State of confusion comparable to & spring thaw

on a great 3iberlan river, when its smooth surface
bocomes overnizht a crashing medley of ice flocs.
Comparison 1s apt because the floes continue to
churn and clash thundorously for dag or coven ”uuhu,
but arc moved irrcsistibly in & comuon dircction,'

- Waltcr Duranty

1. Marx = Tho Communist Manifosto, 1848

Matorialistic intcorprotation of history.
Labor '}- y of valuc,
Class

The Paris Commnunc, 1871,

On basis of his onalysls of rcasons for the
failurc of Paris Communc, bocausc of lmproper
lcadership, Lenin insisted on tho sctting up

of the ¥,pc of organization which tho Bolshovik
faction of ths Russian Soclal Domocrats bo-
camo from 1205 on.,

Revolution of 1905.

£l Produccd conditions which scomed to offor
opportunity for action,

(1) Goneral gtrikc in October.
(2) Moscow Armcd uprising in Docombor,
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(b) Dospite failurc of uprising, Lonin would
not admit thot it had bocn a mistakoe
(1) Inadoquocy of proparation of the rovoe
lutionary group for loadership and
support iPOm magocs e
(2) Considcrcd by Bolshcoviks a usoful
rchoearsal,
4o Worldld War T

Rolshovik l.aders headed by Lonin wont into

voluntary qulL in Switzcrland and igssucd an

appcal "to convort the imperialist war into
civill war in nll countrics."
5« Fcbraary Rovolution of 1917,

o, Hight months from Fobruary to Octobor bceame
poriod of th: wldost propaganda and agitoe
tion of tho Bolshc Vikﬂ for thoir propram and
tacticse

< be BoOlshowiks numborod only 200,000,

ce M"AJ1 Powcr to the Sovicts"j "Pcaco, Land

enel Broadl,
6¢ Octobor (Novcmbor) Revolution of 19174
e Throc ycars of participation in tho World
War prceipitatcd the collapsc of tho Russlan
Empirc and saw tho risc of Bolshcovisi,
be Lonin's conditions for sociul rovolutions:
(L) . That tho gr;at ma jority of the pcople
18 rougr digsatisficd and finds
Its 1ifs -ntol,rﬁbl‘.

(2) | Thet it hos lost confldenece in. &n ros=
spect for its rulcrs,

ralcrs have lost confidconeo

2 A s o -~ ry
in bhomselves.

That tho rulors! strongdst weapon,

the army and tho policu foreco, has
bcon brokeon,
(o K5 s VSR s e b bl s B fah thc ‘Revﬁ_’!_a:t 1on
We. S “ctu1cﬁd w ro Soviuts of Workord

Sokdicra!

£l
Tl Peg Deputics produccd

RV
\santat

by tho pubrhm_y Rovolution on tho

the
Scizupcl

T ook

of Sovicta lssuing
oL Thc
ouildings
Provis

lGOk,]

rPoVvolution.

model of

of Powar

i

first in Potrograd, by Congros

orders to the soldices
1 to s<izo the govermont

ond arfsst tho members of the

ionol Government.

nlacc

gz ibal
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ruth osgly supprcsscd.
White r‘r*u';-' drivcn out.

145r

Wor Communism = Fincl Phaso

e All mcans of production notionglizods
be Privatc tradc forbiddones

cs Rationing introdueccd.

d. OChecks = Liguidotion of the bourgec

First Sovict Constitutior

2 RSl [t
b Occuj-_)-_‘tg__ )
¢ Podeoraolism

A
NB

Rosumption of
Third Phase

First fivc=yco
in four yoors)e
(l) Ropid industriclization of tho countrys.
(2) Collcetivization of thi country and
liquidation of thc Meuloks',
(3) "Dizzinzss from succe gg" - Stalin,

Bas

2t
|1‘1CI‘Q',C-‘.;._:. 11 iving stondcrda.
P’ rjf‘)

Constitution, 1936,

Plon, 1938 = not comnlotcds

Fourth Filve=Ycir Plan,

B, Bickwirdncss > Rusgl =

Yo SELlImne stotoment of 19513

"old Rua:l: we.s boaton by the m_nﬂol khinse. Sho
wos beoton by tho Turkish Dboys Dh' wes beoten wy the
Swodi ”H fcud 1 lords. Shc wWa ‘ton by the Polish ond
Lithus 1 3rqtry. o wos bontl o tho r\tﬂun nﬂ
Wr"ﬂnn coplitalistse 16 WOS boatcn by tho Jopoinuso
’x=ﬂ3ns. Al bogt Hel for her bookwirdnsss, for
militc prckwordnosg for cultw rel brekwordncss, for
pOlltlb.l brekwardn:-sg, for industricl bockwordnoss,
for agriculturacl b- ckwordncsse”
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2. Importancc conduct cnd

thought of
f Krvillll_—.
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Porty situcti e
No nirty Conzrcss sinec
Whilo purty guJbursh&
d=ublcd gineco then,
in sineoc thon,
Politbur> situction,

e
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