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12-23 THE UNITED STATES MaRINE CORPS,

(Talk delivered by Major General John &4, Le-
Juene, Commandant, U,S.Marine Corps, at the
eval Wer Vollegc Frioey December. 14, 1923,)

Some months ago, the President qi the Novel War College was
good enough to qsk me to deliver a lecture to the offieers on duty
2t the College, I, of course, accepted, but did so in a state of
trepidation because somehow the word "lecture" has slways had a
terrifying effect on my mind, When I was a youth it wes connected
in my thoughts with conversations With those in higher authority
concerning certain lapses or derelictions of duty on my part in
which the higher suthority did the talking and I dia the listen-
ing; or else it is connected in my mind with certain dreary occa-
sions when I sat in the pit, as it were, with a number of other
victims while some long-winded instructor, having the platiorm to
himself, discoursed at great length on some subject in which I was
not in the least interected. . :

For these reasons, and also bécause it would be & misnomer
to so label this effort, I now disclaim most emphatically &any de-
8ire or intention on my paft to deliver a leciure, but ask you in-
stcad to regard what I am going to say as & talk., Admiral Wil-
liams, in his invitation, did not 1i it me as to my choice of &
subject. - However, inasmﬁéh as I believe in the tiuth of the old
adage that a cobbler should stick to his lest, I will endeavor to
confine my talk to the general éubject of the‘U.S.Maring Cdrps,
and more specifically'tb its ofigin,.its defélopmént, its ‘organis
zation, its peacetine duties and its wartine missionsy This subject
COvVErs a very wide field and it would be easy to be prolix, but I

will be as brief a¢ is consistent with the occasion, always bestin:
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in mind, however, that I have come & long distencc and thet the
fitness of things requires that I should talk 1ongienou;h to
avoid the criticism that I am engaged in & junkef‘at Governme ar
expense,

ORIGIN OF THE U.S.MARINE CORPS.,

The U.S.Msrine Corps easily traces its descent from’ the or-
gahization now known as the Royél Mar ines of Great Britsin., .The
Royel Marines came into existence as the resuit of patural evo-
lution. Very recently, Lieutenant Colonel Field of the Royal
Marines published an exceedingly intcresting history of that fa-
mous corps, entitled "Britain's Sea Scldiers", end I cen not do
better then to allow him to tell his own story in his own words
b& utilizing extrocts from his book. :

In the first chapter he discusses at considerable length the
ancient custom of ships of war cérrying detachments of soldiers,
sometimes as a small part of their regular complements, and at
other times, as the major poriion of the number of men embarked.
This custom, coming down from the Greeks and Romans, was'contin-
ued in the British Fleet, but not until the reign of Charles II
was therc eny military qrganiaation definitely pleced under the
suthority of the British Admiralty., This was accomplished by an
order in Council, which dirccted the receruitment and orgonizetios
of "The ﬁdmiral's.chiment". Coloncl Ficlds states that it was
the regiment of the "Duke of York snd Llbany, the Lord High 24~
miral of BEnglend"”, esnd ir 3 foot note we read "The regimemt of

the Duke of York is called the 'Rcgimeant of Marines', and in cas
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of wer is thc Tirst to cmbark on bourd the flcet, over which the
Lora High Admlr'l prosides, This is considored the first ofiige
in the Kingdom, ond is therefore hcld by tho Duke of York," —--
ﬂrom s ) vbl of Count Cosmo of lUQCuﬂvc
Colonel Ficlds further stotes, "It had 2t this timc (1684)

been gust thkht" years 1n existence, haV1nﬂ beén ralsod in 1664
in compllancc vlfh‘ar Order. in Councll Wthh dirceted 'that tlevt
hundred land Sou’dgbrs bu forwlth raysed, to bv in rbadinuset, to
be distributed iuto,h;s Majesty's Eleots-preparod,for Sea Service
which eaid twolv hundred men are to be putt into One Rbglmunt
Underxr Ono Celonell, One Licutt nant Colonell &nd One Surjcant Mz

jor und to be divided into Sux Companics, caeh Company torﬁonsist
of Two Hundrod_Souldjers; and to have onc Captain, one Liqutcnant,
Ono,2n31bnc, One Drum(, Powre bprauaat und ﬁowre Coz;ordllq

and &11 thu Sould jers aforoeald to bc aTMud wlth tJoocl flrclocks'
t_ull whlch erbs, Drumes dnd Colours are forW1th to bu grepcrud arc
furnlshnd out of hlS Me Justy S sto"rus' the cgre-of rll of mhlch
is rucommendud to the Duke of nlbcrmbrlc hls Gr. cc, Lora Goner 1 §
of his Mu gusty £ Forco s The.Colou:s bopno,by this regiment o
were: For the (ﬁlouul pl .in ycllow thb Licut-Colonul a red |
St. Georgc's Cyross v1th Nhltu odglnp upon j ycllow ground ;ng
lthu 'hﬁjor 8 \ud uhb Comouny g Colour wh;ch borec 2 cross similar
‘ to tbut upon thu Llout—Colonkl's but w1th thg yollow qun-rays

wsulng from tha an&1<s upon a whi?u ground g

i | -L.[ u

"Althoubh tbrmbd 'Land Soldjers' in tnb Ordbr 13 Coun011 it
‘el ‘o LoH ot wxt .
is uvidcnt that thgy vere ,puciully ra 1°cd for sch1cc ufloat
(0B a3w i EVEUT S ‘sn

for 1n thu pru~mb1e to thc Ordcr 1t lq st¢ted thgt 1t was 1ssuad

TE" By Y %]
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‘upon 2 ‘Report from the Lords the Committoc for tho Affa&ros of
his Majesty's Navg Royall and Lamirel ty '™

"Serviece afloat was evidently not popuiar, as in 1673 we
Tind the Duke of Buekingham, as Lord Licutensnt of the Wesf Riding
of Yorkshiré,'attfibuting the slowness with which he is able to
cnlist men for tho nlng‘s service to 'tho mallclously disscmina-
ted Rumors of the ill-usage of Soldiers afloat,'v ’ %

"The %dmiral's regime nt bofe its part in all th»‘fiércc naval
unb Eeme ntc with the Dutch that took placc bbtWLbn 1664 and 1680
battlos in which we more nearly mect out match ﬂt sca than has cver
boon the casc bbforu oT ‘'sinecec.”

"Iy Natch,; ‘Te7e . ‘sometime prior to the Solc Bay Fight, o
Duke of Mornmouth hsad gone over to France in command of & regiment'
formcd from dotachments from the Guards and other battalions to
serve nginst the Duteh with the PFrench Army. In November anothel
comp051te rbslmcnt under Sir Bevil Skelton, a Captaln in thec lbt
Poot Guards - now the Grenadiers - was formed ard CIOSSLd 0VCY
to Calais at the ond of December. Omno of the companlcs of this
battullon was drawn from the Admlral's Regiment and its captain wacs
John Churchill - aftcrwards the famous Duke of Marlborough - who, !
as ve haVc”SePn‘ hﬂdﬁjﬁst-Bccﬂ?pfométcd from Ensign in the Kinh's
Compuny of the lst Guards, to command a company in this Rb iment,"

"Early in the ycar (1678) it had bben Siitaed b el e tan
cxpoaltion to Holland to a581st thc Dutch against the rrcnch In!
fact, the roview at Eounslow wes a direct ¢ onsequencs oFehiE B
éisfoﬁ,ﬁsinéé ﬁhéihrm§'h§d‘$eéﬁ raised from & very low figﬁée)to

something like 20,000 men, nh&dlf of whom were cncempsd at that
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rlacec, The Maritime Regiment was raiscd to two battalions, in ad-
dition, presumably, to the dctachments serving afloat., One of
these was known as 'The ITuke of York's,' and the other as 'Sir
Charles Lyttleton's,' By thc c¢nd of Fcbruary, nine companies of
these Maerines had arrived at Ostend, and seven morc werc undcr
orders to follow them," . M - s R ¢

"In 1678 both Marine battalions went to Flanders, where they
had been auvgmented by the arrival of a Gremadier Company apicece,
The Duke of York's was at Louvain, éir Charles Lyttleton's very
possibly with him at Bruges., x X . X "

"But thc Marincs hsd proved themselves too valuzble not to
be replaced, and in 1690 orders were issucd fof the formation of
two large regiments of fifteen companics each - 200 mcn to & com-
pany." The Marine Reciments took part ip all the campaigns of Eng-
land, both on land ard on sea, during the last quarter of the 17th
Century,

"In Scptember, 16929 detachments were drawn out of the two
Marine regimonts to go with Colonel Faringdon's regiment to Jamacs, '
eand in November, Colonels Lillington and Norcutts werc also scnt
to that island with 100 Marines, 'At the same time 500 werc sent
to idmiral Russell, presumably for duty afloat.

"On Fcbruary'l4th, 1694, the following order was issued to
the officcrs commanding the Marine Regiments: 'You are also Read,
to cause your men to be fr;quéntly Exercised at the Great Guns for
the better Instruc%ing them in that matter.!

"After a serviee of cight years the two Msrine regiments, then

commanded by the Marquis of Caermarthen and Sir Clowdisely Shovell,



| e RN -4 | —

I2-25 —'6-

undcrwent a2 considercble transformation . By an order of Jﬁly 18th.
1698, the two, which muet havc been considerably rceauecd in numbere,
cere combined into one and placed under the commend of Coloncl ;
homas Brudenall, and a2t the same time the threc infantry_rcgimﬁnta
coimandcd by Coloncls, Edward Dutton Colt, Williom Seymour, and Eer-
zy Mordaurt, werc turned into Marine regiments sand«placcd uoon the
naval ecteblishment. These four regiments héd each of them a‘
strength of 754 officers, N.,C.0's and men, 80 thaf the whole four
0L thoum togqthcr'ﬁurc barcly strongcr than one of the original re-

: 1
ziments whosc place they took."” J

I will not attumpt within the space of this talk furthir to
follow the devclonment of the Royal Marines, but will turn to our '
own Marine Cor.s, |

It was but natural that the american Colonies, in organizing
thoir ermed forccs for the Revolutionary War, Should follow thé
cxample of the mother country., On No&onbur 10th, 1775} the Coﬁ— ‘
tinental Congress provided by cnactment for the organization of
two Battalions of Marines, to consist olicfly of men with & knowl-
cdge of the sea. Detachments of thesec battalions took part in
many cngegements, both ashore and afldat, dur ing the Wer of the Rew
lution, notably in Washington's surprise of the British and'Hessiar
foreecs at Trenton and‘Princcton, and ‘also pn~board.the,American !
navel vessels which operated off the British coast under the com~
mend of Commodore K John Pavl Jones.

Uvon the making of peaée with Great Britein, the Continental .
Marincs, Jike the Continental Army amd Navy, ceescd to exist until !

aftor the adoption of the Constitution and the installation of the
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Federal Govermment. During the Washington séministrations, detach-
meats of Marincs, scrved on board the vessels of the Navy, pursuant
to the .lcts of Congress authorizing these vessels and prescribing
their complements, but it was not until July 11, 1798, that the lMa-
rino Corps, by act of Congress, was brought into being in substan~
tially the same form: as it exists today. Sincc thet date its ad-
ninigstration, its organization and its duties have developed along
logical 1lines,

Tho first gnd subseguent orgenic acts provided for a Commend-
ant amd Staff, and the act of LAptil 22, 1800, authorizca the ap-
peintment of a "Licutenant Colonél Commendant to command the Corps
of Marines,"

« curious situation arose in the early days of the history of
the Corps duc to the fact thet the sct of July 11, 1798, provided
that the Marines were to be a part of the srmy or Navy "acLordiné
to the nature of the service in which they shall be employed." The
immediete result of this phrasecology was the decision that Merines
afloat were subject to the Articles for the Government of the Navy}
and when on shore, to the Articles of War, 1In consequence of this
anomalous situation, gunerél courts-martial convened on shorc for
the trial of Marines were Army courts and were composed of officcrs
of thec Lrmy and of the Marine Corps.'. _

The Lect of April 10,1806, Lrticle 68, provided that

"Whencver it may be found counvenicnt and necessary to the
publiec service, thec officers of the Marines shall bec associa-
tecd with the officers of the land . forces, for the purpose

of holding courts-martial and trying oficnders bolonging to

gither; anda in such cases the orders of the senior officer

of-.dither corps, who may be prcsent ard duly authorlzca,
shall be reccivzd and obeyed.™
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iuck friction, too, was coused between the Lrmy, Navy cnd Mo~
rinc Corps by the duml nsturc of the disciplincry jurisdiction,
2inally, the whole ‘question of the stotus of the Marine Corps wLs
clarificd by the .ct of June 50, 1834, which provided that thu Ma-
rino Corps wos at all times subject to Navy laws and resulatious
cxcept when 211 or part of it were d&etachcd for scerviee with the
ATMy, When thet part would bec governcd by tholarticlus of Wer.
Sfﬁcc 1854 thcre has been a gredual tightening of the tice which
bind the Navy ard Mcrine Corps toguther; until now it has de-
finitely bocoms a part of the laval Service.

As the Corps hes grown in size ard its duties have become !
morc pumerous cnd mere vericd, its orgonizotion in the ficld and
ot Headguerters ho8 exponded. Until recent -years thore wes nb :
provision of law or reguletions govérning the field of scryvice of
Marines, the sole mention in the Lrticles for the Goveranment of
the Navy of the Service of Marines on shore being the inclusion of
" the Commandant of a Merine Barracks in the list of the officers
guthorizod to ordcr summary-courts-martial. Similarly, thc Navy
Regulaticns made ao provision for the scrvice of Marines undcr anj
conditions except on board ship or at & Marine Berracks, although
the statute 1law prescribed thet Merines werc eligible for duty in.
the forts end gorrisonms of the Unit:d States, and for sueh other
duty on shorc as the President may circet.

Little by little thic condition hes been corrceted, until
now the laws rccognize thc voried netmre of the duty Marincs may
be ealled on to perform, nd have pleced régimcntal and.scparatc
battelion commanders on the same footing as to disciplinary cuthor-

ity as arc the commenéiniz oificers of naval vessels; and brigade
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énd highcr commonders dn the same status =8 arc flen lofficors of
the Navy in com ond afloat or ashore, During this period of de-
vclopment, thoe Navy Rogulatious rertaining to the Marine Corps heve
been expandcd, end Merine Corms manuals a?provud by the Sueretary
of the Nuvy and therofore having the éame c¢cfiect 'as the Nevy Regvle
tions, have boen drewn up snd issucd to all officors,

The Merinc Corps functions administratively under the comuend
of the Commandant of the Corps. Ho is salely responsiblc: to the
Secretary of‘ the Navy for the discipline and cfficitney of the
Corpse Ee has under his' dimmediste jurtsdiction and control the
hcads of the threc steff departments , who corrcsponé eloscly to
the bureon chicfs of the srmy and Navy., Thore is also a general
.0officer who is the sssistant to tho Commardant, who aids him in
coordinating a&ll the business transscted at-Hc:dquartcrs, includ-
ing the staff departmcnts, the Division of Oporetions and Preining,
and the sections of Persomnel, Reeruiting and Education.

I believe that onc of the pvineipal reasons for the dffi-
cicney of the lMarine Corps is the' fact that it has, in thc'Com—
mandant, a singlu head, and that he is charged with the duty not
only of building up its-cfficieney and of conducting its affairs
ceonomicully, but also is regardod by all the officers sn@ man as
their naturnl protcetor and friend. is studcnts of history, 211
of us muet be coanvinced thet unity of administrative control is es
¢ssential to success as is'unity of commrnd; that both arc in se-
cord wi th the principle of simplicity; and that, converscly,; divi-

sion' of authority spells conimsion, demorslization and disastor.
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Before going to anoiher branch of my subjcct, I deccm it per-

tinent to add thst therc is the closest kind of liaison and cooper
tion between Merine Corps Headgquartcrs .and the Burcaus and ¢ffdce
of the Navy Department, Therc is no frliction and the machine func
tions in high '‘gcar without ‘any serious jolts or jars, We arc work
ing, so far as oudr abilities permit, for the welfare and upbuilcair
of the c¢ntire navel cestablishment and not in the interests of eny

cliguec or faction.

2, CE TIME DUTIES: .ND WaR TIME MISSION.

I have eouvplcd these two tdgethér beecatise in pcace we must 8¢
construct owr machine thot it will function cconomically ard cffi-
ciently when it is' required to carry out thc purpose for which it
wasg created, ! '

The Marine Corps mission may ‘be succintly statcd as follows,
viz: To. support thu United States Flect, amd to aid the Nevy ih
carrying ~.out that part of the poliey' of the government which hag
been or may be assigned to ity 1In carrying out this mission, the
Merine Corps is ‘'called on for the performance of meny anmd veried
dutics, Theso may 'be -classificd as follows®

/ (2) Detachments 'to guard and protoct navy yards, naval beses
and other naval utilities, at home and sbroad.

/ (b)\ Guarde for Amorican legations in foreign countries, such
guards being under the jurisdiction of the flag officer in com
mané of the navel forccs on the' station.

( (ec) Lending forces to protect ismerican lives, rights amd in~
terests,

/ (d) Forecs of occupasion to restore order ond to meintain
peace and tranguility in disturbed countrice, as, for instznecc.

Haiti and Santo Domingo.
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v (o) Detochments for Merinc Corps adainistrative surposcs,
such us the recruiting: service, training stations, supply depots,
ctc,
/ (£) Marine detuchments for servico on board the vesscls nf
the flect,
(g) Expeditionary forces for scrvice with the Pleet in war,
It is not necossary to discuss all of these duties, and Ewil
confinc myself chicfly to the mejor wer mission of the Marine Corps.
which is to support the Pleet by supplying it with a highly trainecd’
fully caguipped cxpeditionary force for +the minor shore onerations
which arc necessary fér the effcetive prosccution by fhe Flect of
its major mission, whick is to gain.control of thc sca ard tﬁvr,-
by open the sea lanes for the movemont of the army overscas, These
ninor shorc operaticns are numerous £nd #ariud in their naturc.
£robably the most important are the seizurc and dcf;n8¢ of tumpora-

ry or advanccd navsl bascs in the. thcatre of operations.

Neovel Bases

It is incontrovertiisle that to safcguard its intorcets in wat-
c¢rs remote to its shores, a mation cither must havce sccurély held
bescs from which operations een be dirceted, or must‘bc able to
scizec and hold cortazin points which can bu uSud as such bawps. A
nation must slso bc able to strungthon thc wcek points in its line
of communications in'ordcr to provent au ag"rcssivc caemy from
utilizing such points.

The gcographicalAisolation of the Unitcd States wigh rcspeet
to the other powerful natioms will, in any great var in vhich we

may beecome involved, cxeept e purely defensive war, ncecssitate



our Navy opcrating in rogions quite rcmote from our shores and from
our fow inadqquatc bascs, If we thun contemplate B navel advance
or progression over great sea distanccs, the posscssion and occupa-
tion of naval bascs becomes an essential part of the plan, If the
Unitcd Stotes was so fortunate as to alresdy possess such bascs,
the problem would be simplificd to that extent, Unfortunatcly, the
United Stotes does not posscss such bases and the alternative pro-
position is, thercforc, thet we must bc rcady and ablc to scize
promptly thc basecs that will be necded by our nsvel forces; On the
other hand, it is cqually imoortant that we capturc cnmemy ovcerséss
posscssions closec to our own territory in order to deprive him of
his bases and put him at a disadvantage.

It hos been rcecognized by the Joint Board ond by the War Plans
Division of Naval Operations, and is so recordecd, that a large fore:
of Marincs for expeditionary work is cssenticl to the furthcrancd 0
the naval plans, and that this forcc. should be an integral part Qf
thc fleet, The Joint Board has laid down thet "The mmest important
function of the Merine Corps (in rclation td War Plans) is to sciz
and hold tcmporery advanccd bases in cooperation with the Plcet znd
to dcfend such bases until rclieved 5y the sTmy," \

The problemsinvelved in the meintenance of cxpeditionary for-
ces conecern the strength, cquipment, training, the peace time loca-
tion of such forces, and the relationship of those forecs with the
Navy snd .rmy in probablg operations. .Ln expcditionary force should
be sufficicntly strong to be sclf-supporting and contain within it-
self all the elcment for its own defensc, The use of battlceships,

cruisers, destroycrs and submarines for dcfcending bases (held or
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seized by expeditiomary forcos) prevents their better employment in
their legitimate role of finding and destroying tbc enemy flect,
Mobility, flexibility and a statc of constant proparcdness require.
that the organization should be no larger or more cbmplex thah the
serviec may require, i

Zquipment must nccessarily play an importont pert in 2ny cem-
paign. The charneter of the cquipzment dcpdnds upon the character
of ecach operation, &4 linc of ‘dcmarkation must thcreforec be close-
ly drawn. For instence, the cquipment for scizure and tumporary .
occupation protceccicd dy the Flect would‘bc much less than thaﬁ wkick
would be nocded for seizure and permenent defense, In thisvdsy of
modern invention the element of_surprisc has been leargely reducced
and the advnatege which has buén iost through surprisc must be !
made up by cblerity ofAmovsmunt. It thereforc follows thet to b
burdcncd with unnbcu3kﬁry and cumb.rsome cquipment is to jecopard-
ize thc guccess of the aavunturb.

In general, cqulpmcnt should consist of mobile -ertillery,
secrchlights, wireless, communications, air service, transporto-
tionf landing geor, speeial types of boats for landing hecvy motor—
icl, light tnnks, ¢cte. The gouipment should differ from that of
ships since «ll possiblo.opernt;ons against sea foreces, land for-
ces, oir forces, cr¥ any combinatién.o% thesc may occur. The equip~
ment and pcrsonmncl must be able to undertake any of these.

The training of an expoditionafy force must be carricd out so
as to prepere thq:forcc to c¢xereisc a dgcl_function - thit of sciz-
ing a base ond that of dcfending the basc aftor scizure until ro-
1i¢devby the wrmy when the lines of communicafion have been medo

sceurce The bagic training embraccs prsctiezl cxpericnee with the
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arms and cquipment of the forcc and z study of the mammcr of its
bost employment. This should be followza end supplemented by we-
tucl expericnes with the Flect and actucl embarkation ond discrb 1-
kotion undcer conditions as near cctucl wor conditions as possiblc.
This ensbles vs to le rn by experience how to handle our cquipmcnt
.nd at thc same timc gives the Nevy an oppértunity to become fami-
liam with thc nccds of the cxpeditionary forcc. ¢

The lizrine Expcditionary Force is. as.much an integrel part ou
the Flect as'nny other fighting unit and 2ll impedimcnta, supnlics,
cte., must be trensportecd by the Nevy. Expeaitionary forces shouls
be considered as an integral part of the fighting line, ard it8
eguipment, materiéi and personnel should be meintained in the same
efficient cendition as the component parts of the fleet.

Cooperation between the landing Torce and ships supporting
nust bé complete, The responeibility in sny cempaign or adventurc
reste in its last snalysis with the officer who commands, but his
decision should be the result.of mutual egreement with his subograd:
nates rather than = compromise, History relates that the success
of combined operations has often been jeopardized by'the lack of
unity of command., No such contingency csn arise when the landing
force consists of Marines, for we are part amd parcel of the nevel
service -- en integral part,

The seizure cnd occupation or destruction of enemy bases is
another important fnction of the expeditionary force. For incsta:
on both flanks of a fleet crossing the Pacifie are numerous islen: -
suitaﬁle for utilization by an enemy for rédio stations, avistion,
submarine or destroyer bases, ete, £11 should be mopped up as o1

gress is mede. Tur thermore, the presence of an expeditiontry for :
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.with_the fleet would add grently to the striking powsr of the Com-
mender~in-Chief of the fleet., istory is replete with ekamples of
the vulue of such = force, Admirsrl Dewey stated on more than one
occation that hadihe had with his fleet an e¥peditionary force of
5,000 licrines on Nay 1,- 1898 ,he covld immediately have accepted th«
surrender of Manila end occupied it, thereby svoiding the serious i

ternational complications which arose auring the long and anxious

three months which elapsed before the srrival of a military force,
Ldmirel Sempson, the official reports chow, plenned to utilize the
lMerine Battelion at Guantanamo uand the Md¥ine Detachments on boarc
the vessels of his fleet to make & surprisé sttack on the forte ot
the entrance of Santisgo Harbor, thereby énabling his fleet to clee.
the channel of mines, enteéer the harbor and éngage the Spanish Fleet
The disastrous sortie of Cervera's ill-fated fleet alone prevented
the carrying out of this plan. One of the greatest disasters in
his tory was the failure of the Gallipoli campaign in' the World Wwer,
How different the result would probably have been if the British
lMediterrenean Fleet hed ‘been accompanied by.an adequate expedaition~
cry force when its first attack was made. By utilizing the princi-
a0 SheoEarts okt ons "o oot P SPITBEA AT SHL OARY 188 o RelE”
proceeded to clear the straits of mines, thereby permitting the
fleet to enter the Goldem Eorn, to open sea communieatisns’ with
Russia, ~nd to isolate all of Asiatiec Turkey fwom contact with
Bulgaria and the Central Powers.

The Meintenencc, ‘equipping and treining of its expecitioncry
force so that it will be in instent readiness to support the Fleet

in the event of war, I Ceem to be the most important Marine Corps
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duty in time of peasce, It is with this end in view that this force
has been concentrated, that it has held field exercises annually,
that it is to take part in the winter maneuvers of the Fleet in the
West Indies, and that the military and navel instruction of the oi-
ficers of the Marine Corps has been developed ard intemsified even
at the expense of. some of its other activities,

I will conclude with a reference to the service of the Marine
Corps during the World War from the point of view of the meanner in
which it carried out its mission. When the United States entered
the World War, the Allies had gained control of the seas, and the
sea lanes, except for enemy submarines, were open .for the transpor-
tation of the military forces overseas, The necessity for e expe-
ditionary force to support the Fleet did not then exist, and the
Marine Corps activities in support of the Navy were confined to an
expansion of the guards ®f Navy Yards, etc.,,etc., the garrisonirg
of Haiti and Santo Domingo, the supplying of detachments for duty
on board naval bessels, and the organization of three regiments, tv
for duty in Cuba, and one to be held in reasdiness at Galveston for
possible duty in the Mexican oil fields. Expansion for the perfo:
mance of these duties did not by sny means exhsust its latent pog-
éibilities for service, and I for one believed that it was the pér;
of wisdom to utilize these latent possibilities by organizing an
expeditionary force for service witn the Army, This was donse, dn
the 4th and 5th Brigades gad 12 ®eeplacement battalions, a total of
nesrly 30,000 officers am men were sent overseas., I feel certain
that in the wars yet to come a similir procedure will be followed
and that such part of the Marine Cor»s Expeditionary Force as ma y

not be required for use by the Fleet after it has gained controlvo.
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the sees will b“e detached for service with the Army by ordexr of
the President. This course would be in accord with the militery
principle known as "Economy of Force", and what is of still more
importance, it would be in accord with the patriotic principle
that, in the event of war, every man, especieglly those trained

the
for war, should do his uttermost to aid in/winning of the war,



