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Collective Man versus Individual lMan.

I feel it a real honor to speak before the Naval War College,
especially on a subject which affects us as hAmericans, much more
than we as a nation are aware. A general survey, culled from
eight lectures I gave before the Lowell Institute, Boston. A
number of factors every American should have in mind when view-
ing our race with the Soviets for world markets. Pan-REuropa con-
ference, May, Geneva. U.S. and U.3.3.R. present,

I find that there is a general public bewilderment rggarding
the charges of Soviet dumping, of conviet and slave labor, and of
unfair competition, and a gencral public wonder as to the means
by which the Soviets have passed in a decade from bankruptoy to
the position of economic threat to the world, Now, while not
attempting to ratiomalize the Soviet systeﬁ, I believe we can ex-
plain much of this economic threat if we stop trying to estimate
costs of precduction, stop trying to measure the strange forces
for which we have no measuring rods, and frankly recognize that
the final issue is not between forced labor and free lator, but
between two cconomic systems, between coopcration and laisscz
faire, between collcective man and individual man,

Taking the long view the question is this: Is the apparent
cconomic success of collectivism in Russia the result of pecuvliar
conditions which do not maintain elscwherej or is the implication
of the machine age in which we live such that the entire indus-

trialized world must eventually adopt collcctivism as the
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only rcmedy for thce sclf-destructive criscs of compctitive soeicty?

Events of the lust fow months in Russia have focusscd ate
tention on the labor situation, This humanizcs thc problem for
us, and gives us somcthing tangiblc as a center of reference,

So, with your permission I should like to draw a picture of the
collective man, the new creature in world competition. My ap-
proach will be through the political and cconomic control the
socialistic institutions developed by the Communists to carry out
their plans. This exp)lains much of what is otherwise.dark,
Secondly, I should like to show the results of the applicatiop of
that control in socialization and industrialization. Thirdly,

we must examine the social .creature emercing as a product of the
system. And lastly, we may draw conclusions regarding the probf
able development of the Soviet threat to the world's status quo.

I am personally convinced that, present company always ex-
cepted, people are not really interested in Russia, but in ideas
about Russia.

My own idea is that we must think through the fundamentals,
and keep them in mind when appraising the situation at any time.
These fundamentals are always there, but they are generally ig-
nored. Observers who judge Russia by rules which apply elsewhere
generally end in a muddle because of the Quantity X rooted in the

soil and the character qualities of the Russian people,

The Russian people are the imponderables. They supply the
continuity between the old and the new, and prove that much of

what is called new is really old in Russia., By Russian people
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I don't mean the 1.5 per cent minority, the nobles who charmed
and dazzled the Reviera. And I don't mean the 8 or 9 per cent
minority, the bourgeosie, even though that class contained
scholars and reformers who made contributiocns ?o society of per-
manent worth. I mean the 85 per cent majority, the people who
never had their day.

These’people were placed by geography under the influence
of Byzance, the Tartars, and Asia, cut off from the_progress of
the west. Their cruel climate has made them stoics, people who
can endure. For centuries they were stifled by a theo-political
autocracy, in virtual slavery to a church-state which regulated
economic life to preserve a class system and a military machine.

These people never had a renaissance. They never had a re-
formation, They have no real tradition of self-government. They
don't know freedom, They don't know the intoxication of liberty.
They arc peasants, or ex-peasants with their roots in the village,
until recently dark in their illiteracy. They encrged from serf=-
dom only to be plunged into the 1905 revolution, pefore they
rccovered from that they were flung into a world war which they
ncver could undcrstand. For sizteen years now they have been
under the tent, a peoplc at war, for thc so-called transition to
socialism is war continucd. They have gone through famine,
plague, and qconomic cxhaustion, No people have suffercd as heave
thce Russians, unless it be the Chinesc. I don't know how the
Communists will transform these "little brothers", They arc

spccimens in the laboratory. They have becn through the fire
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many timcs, and have proved indcstructible. Likc the land they
live in they are built on the big scale. They have big idcas.
And they have a real love for Russia. Thesc arc pcople who can
cndurce, what they have cndurcd, and still go on incrcasing at
the ratc of thrce million a ycar, a larger annual incrcasc than
the wholc population of Donmark. It is this fcrtility of thc
Russians, cven in adversity, which is at thc root of Russia's
grecat economic problem., Over a long period of ycars the popula-
tion has been growing faster than thc mcans to provide ordinary
ncecssitics of life and cmployment. That was Russia's problcm

before the war. That has been the problem of the Soviets.

Communist Doctrinc

Turning now the fundamentals of doctrine we note that

much of the Russian enigma can be explained by the opposition
between this economic pressure from below, inherernt in lend and
people, and the ideological pressure from above, that is, the
efforts of the rulers to go from autocracy to socialism without
passing through the stage of parliamentary democracy.

According to the Kremlin doctrine capitalism, as an economic
mode, is becoming obsolete, unfit for the changing needs of an
increasingly populous and industrialized world, and must eventu-
ally follow the outworm systems of feudalism and slavery into
the scrap bag of history. It is believed that capitalism must

shake itself to pieces by reason of its internal contradictions;
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first, the division of society into two classes; and second, the
anarchy of production.

To correct the evil of classes they propose a class}ess so=-
ciety, in which there are to be no private accumulations, but which
permits the econgmic surpluses to be appligd to increase the real
rewards to labor, shorten the working days, and raise the cultural
level of the common man.

To correct the evil of anarchy of production they propose an
organized society free from competition, free from crises and wars,
based on a socialized economy of unified plan and control which
coordinates all branches of production and distribution in a gen-
eral scheme of industrialization.

We must reason through this revolutionary philosophy of the
Communists. They claim to be working for the prosperity of soci-

ety as a whole. And they claim many advantages for their proposed

methods of attaining and maintaining prosperity. The first is
that the human energy now absorbed py the class_conflict, the
strikes, revolts, police activities, law courts, etc., will be
liberated for production. The sccond is that the wastes of com=-
petition, crises and wars, will be avoided, And the third, that
a general plan of cconomy will eliminate wastc 1n production,

and permit super-scale production, which is more economical, and
permit tcchnical advance at a rate impossiblc under the plan-lcss
capitalistic system.

This never-never land of Communism is predicated on an ccon-
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omy of abundance, with an uninterrupted flow of goods through
the channels of planned production, and with the motto: "From
cach according to his ability, to each according po his need",
Labor is to cease being the means to support life, and become the
first necessity of life. The opposition between mental and manual
labor is to disappear. It is supposed that parasitism will dis-
appear, and that crime will cease. Man Will be required to spend
less time on material provision for himself, and more on his men-
tal development, so that human culture will rise to unprecedented
heights as collective man moOves farther and farther away from his
brutal past under capitalism.

Just when such a society can be achieved not even Lenin

presumed to know. Poor old humanity will probably never get ?here.
But the way thither is said to be through socialism. However, the
necessary overflowing abundance will not arrive with soqialiau.
So socialistic economy must be founded not on abundance, but on
scarcity. Socialism will hapituato the people to social owner-
ship, and to plan discipline, that is submission to the general
plan of colloctivism.

Now socialism, though not so distant, can not be attained
ovarnight. There must ensue the years of socialistic transfor-
mation§ during which capitalism 1is rooted out, class lines oblit-
erated, economic life socialized, and socialistic institutions
created and developed under the dictatorship of the proletariat,
This is the reality today, the so=-called transition period during

which Russia is in the process of becoming socialistic.




The Soviet State

The apparatus designed to effect this transition is the Soviet
state, which becomes increasingly interesting to us as the conflict
sharpens between the Soviets and the capitalist world. 1In line
with pure NMarxist doctrine of class antagonism the state is con-
sidered the organ of oppression of one class by another, Officials
rulc society in the intercsts of the politically dominant class.
When classcs arc abolished the state becomas_superfluous. In the
words of Engels the state must "wither away", and bc stored in the
museum along with the spinning wheel and bronze axc, According
to Bukharin that far-off communist society will be administered by
statisticians and bookkecpers,

Tsarist Russia was a unitary state, which granted little or
no autonomy to the 180 nationelitics within the cupire. By con-
trast the Soviet Union is a fedcration of scven soviet republics,
In gencral, the principles of private law arc laid down by the
federal govermnent; civil matters are left to the rcpublics, But
legislation for thc wholc Union is uniform beeausc of the centrally
controllcd Communist party. According to thc constitution any
republic has the right of frge withdrawal., This is considered one
of the jokers. Nevertheless, the Soviet policy of cultural autono-
my within federation is of tremendous importance in view of the
rending eipansion to the East, the means by which Moscow expects
to effect an econcmic federation of the world simply by admitting

new members toc the Union,
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Now, of course, when socialism is achieved, classes are
abolished; and everyone is socially educated, there will be no
state, and no laws. DBut during the transitional dictatorship of
the proletariat there must be laws to attain the revolutionary
ends in view. The general legal purpose has been tc transiute the
economic interpretation of history into jurisprudence. To that
end the constitution vests authority in the entire working class,
thus a doctrine of class rights, not individual rights. The per=-
son is the whole class, in the collective sense,

Therefore, in weighing the charges of forced labor, we mUSt.
remember that the proletarian state is a class-limited oligarchy,
characterized by non-separation of executive and legislative pow-
ers, and by the negation of individual rights. Only producers
may be citizens. These are divided into four econocmic categories:
the proletariat or manual laborers and poor peasants; the middle
class peasants; the toiling intelligentsia; and lastly the cap-
jitalistic elements, private traders and kulaks, They are divided
into two political Groups; first, mcmbers of the Communist pqrty
and Communist Ycuth, 3 per cemt of the population; and second,
non-members, 97 per cent. A large class of non-citizens is made
up of those who employ labor_for profit, or live on ingcmc not
derived from thcir owm labor, clergymen, former policc, ctc.

e see the obvious effect of this credo. In the first place,
the state transcends the law. The state is the instrument with
which to attain the revolutionary end in view, That is why it is

so difficult to come to grips with Russia legally. There 1s some-
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thing beycnd the law which legal;zes the social morality of dicta-
torship, and legalizes injustice, something called revolutionary
legality.

During Military Communism, where there was a legal vacuum,
there was not much need for law, The basis of court decision was
the revolutionary conscience of the judge. But with the country
ecconomically exhausted and devastated by Civil war the state had ©o
call in individual initiative again in order to restore economic
life., This led to the celebrated New Economic Folicy of 1921, and
marked the advent of the various law codes, the Civil Code, the
Land Code, the Labor Code, the lMarriage and Family Code, the Crim-
inel Code, etec. In all of these the Communists have enshrined the
cconomic interpretation of history. In all of them they have
erected elaborate safeguards against the exploitation of man by
man. But as in the comstitution, there is no safeguard against
exploitation of man by the state,

In order to restore cconomic relations as between individuals
the state had to'give some kind of guerantec tc property. By the
decree of May 22, 1923, which had becn celled the magna carta of
civil libertics, thc statc bestowed on citizens rights to hold
property and to makc contracts. This is quitc differcmd from
law sgstems which we know. It implies that private legal capacity
is not inherent in the individual, but merely enjoycd by him as a
boon from the state. The individual has onc functinon in a collect-

ive socicty, and that functicm is scrviee to the class, or statc.
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This_Civil_Csde; compiled in six wecks, end promulgated
January 1, 1923, is an extremely interesting charter showing the
relations between the Workert!s state snd its citizens. Article I
of the fundcmental rules reads: "Civil rights enjoy the protection
of lews except in those cases in which they are sought to be real-
ized in opposition to their social—econqmig designation,” This
clouse is strengthemcd by Article 4: ", seeCivil capacity is be-
stowed for the development of the productive forces of the country?

This provision is legolization of revolutionary exigency., He
who does not worx shall not eat. If o Derson does nct wo:k he can
not be a citizen, hence the disenfranchisement of priests, private
traders, etc. Under this law almost anybody might be accused of
counter-revolution in that he night seek to realize his civil
rights in opposition to their sccial-econcmic designation, which
is to develop-produeticn., So the interests of an individual are
valid only vwhen they 4o not contradict the state's_ecu&nmic and
soeial interests. Thce Russians have a word for it, Sovietskaya
Vlast, Soviet Power. You meet Sovietskaya Vliast in the hotel,
the restaurant, the tram, the theatre, the railroed, the factory.
REverywhere you go, there is the statc and its rights which you
must not transgress. You can see how unfortunate it would be to
develop a streak of individualism.

A feature of Soviet jurisprudence which is very troublesome
to foreigners is the juridical person. Soviet economy is collect-
ivistic., Articles 13 and 14 define juridical persons as assqcia—
tions of persons OT institutions,lﬁhich may acquire property, in-

curr obligations, sue or be sued ., But more amd more these
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juridical persoms represent the state, and often partake of state
sovereignty, an industrial trust, for instance.

Property has a speeial status., Tae Civil Code, Article 58,
doecs not define title, but establishes what is called the "doctrine
of economic use", in other words, usufruct. Property in land,_for
instance, is not granted as a right; it is lecased in usufruct,
which leasc the state may withdraw,.

In criminal law also, in the early vears, the basis of court
decisidn was the revolutionary conscience of the judge. In laying
down’the principles for the cnactment of criminal 1egisl§tion by
the republies the central government issucd Instructions., These
are characterized by the following:

1. Tunishmont is not a revenge, but social protcct;on.
An individual is a mcmber of a class. Class is the authority, and
a class can not punish itsclf.

5. Punishment must be corrective,

3. Inequality in application gf the Criminal Codq. By
Article 31 of the Instructions the court, at its discrction, will
imposc the highest measure of social protcction if the crime has
beon committcd by a person of the cxploiting class. By Article 32,
allowancc should bc made when the accuscd belongs to the prolctari-
at. Soviet jurisprudence thus declarcs that it is a class juris-
prudcnce of the toilers, with two scales of mcasurcement.,

But it gocs docper than this. The purnosc is to makc punish-
ment fit not the crimec, but the scmsc of rcsponsibility which phc
accused should have., Thc criterium is social origin. That is,

a person with a cultural background is morc of a culprit, for the
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samc crime, than an illitcratc workman. There is some logic in
the rcasoning. The Sovict courts view eriminals of thc lower
classcs as vietims of thc past.

Now, what is crime! Artiecle 6 dcclarcs: #,,cvery act or lack
of action which thrcatens the safety of the sovict ordcer and re-
gime is a criminal offense." This is a swceping designation of
erime, bccausc it is lcft to the public authoritics to dceide what
is throatcning to_thc safcty of the sovict ordcr., This would ap-
ply, for instancc, to a manager of a factory who ncglccts his job.
With us that would be incfficicney. Under the Sovict systcm ne-
glcct beeomes erime, bceausc 1t prcvents attainment of the rcvolu-
tionary cnd in vicw,

Article 10 goes still farther aficld in dceclaring that vhen
the Criminal Codc docs not supply the cxact provision to cover a
particular typc of crimec the court must imposc punishment and so-
cial protcction in accordancc with the provisions of the Codc
which arc closest to thec erimc from the peint of vicw of its im-
portance., The Sovict Criminal Codc thus sccms to disposc of the
principle, nullcn erimen sinc lcge, "in the abscncee of law there
is no crime", which is the touchstonc of our civil libertics. The
touchstonc in Sovicet Russia is revolutionary lcgality of the class
strugglc.

As for penaltics, first dogrcec murder is punished by 10 ycars!
restriction of liberty. There is no capital punishment for crin-
inal offenscs against the safcty of individuals. If a peasant

kills his wife ho is withdrawa from circulation, and cducated,
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and if hec bechaves he is allowed to go home for thrce months a yeal
to take in the harvest. There is no intervening penalty between
10 years' rcstriction of liberty, and the highcst social protec-
tion, which is dcath, FHowcver, about 40 articles list the of-
fenses endangoring the class, hencc the statc, with onc pcnalty,
dcath. This turns our conceptions upsidc devm. TFor murder the
penalty is up to 10 ycars; for theft or scricus mistakes in the
state's business, dcath., But we must rcmcmber that the Sovict
statc is oxtremcly vulncrable becausc of its cconomic charactor,
and also that in cstablishing class justice the Communists claim
they are mercly reversing tho_tencts of bourgcois‘justice.

In this sptem the courts? the pcoples courts, district
courts, and the Suprcme court, arc all organs of statc authority.
Therc is no jury, just a judge and two assistants. All thrce
issue the dccrec Qf judgment. Thc judge is not only an adminis-
trator of justice, he is a politician defonding the class inter-
est, who may disregard even the laws when they confliet with his
revolutionary honor. This has been called sociclization of the

law,
I. Politieal Control.

Now, in order to see collective men, politically controlled,
we must have a mental picture of the pyramidical structure, and
the interrclations between the Communist party and the Soviet gov
ernment.

The body of the pyramid is_society in general., The stages

are the steps of the government, from the lowest Soviets at the
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at the bottom to the All-Union Congress of Soviets at the ?oP.
Then imagine the surface of these steps laced by iron ribs,
holding the steps and tbe pyramid itself in shape. Those ribs,
which are all-inclusive, represent the Communist party.

The resolutions adpoted by the party are not laws. Dut
party discipline demands that all members cbide by them. As all
the Peoples Commissars of the government are qt the same time
members of the Central Committee of the party, the dicisions of
the latter are readily transmu?ed into governmental decrees.

No orders, party to government, are_needed. The party will is
expressed in the form of directives, which lay down the gene;al
principles to be followed in enacting particular legislation, or
in effecting policies, Other members of the Central Committee
hold key posts in the government organization, At times a party
decisicn starts the machinery of application without waiting for
the technical legislation by govermaental decree.

In general, policy originates in the Politbureau, the inner
party executive of twelve men, and is made conerete in the Centra
Committec. The Politbureau is the real source of l:gislation, an

as the power to anaul the degisions of the constitutional or
Soviet organs of authority.

This interrclation at the top cxist also at every step in th
pyramid from the local soviets and party cells up. In every gov-
crnmental body there is what is celled the party "fraction”, that
is, the employces or clected members who are likowiso‘party mem-

bers. The "froction" tekes its orders from the party, and its
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unfavorable report on the management is. the signal for a "chistka"
or cleansing, in thc name of the prolctariat, Inm 211l the soviets
voting is by showing of hands, as the secret ballot is not on
speaking terms with dictatorship. It thus hanpens that when the
Communist president of a local soviet announces that Tovarish
Piotr is a candidatg for election as delegate to the next higher
soviet he might say, as I have myself heard: "Now, has any one
anything to say against Tovarish Piotr?" There might be growls
in the back seats, but no hands go up, and Piotr is elected unan-
imously. This political apparatus, whereby the tuwms dictate to
the rural districts {industry to agriculture), the proletariat
dictates to the towns, the Communist party dictates to the prole-
tariat, and the Central Committee and Politbureau dictate to the
party as a whole, to the government, and tc the country at large,

makes a pyramid of political control unparalleled in all history.

II. Economic Controcl.

Turning now to the second major force directed toward the
creation of collective man I should like to bring out certain
features of the economic control., The Communist program is predi-
cated on the tecil and sacrifice of all Soviet citizems. Inmediate
welfare is deli¥erately sacrificed for the sake of long haul pro-
jects of industrialization, In proclaiming religion as the opium
of the pecple, the Communists say: "Let parsons of all religious
creeds keep telling us of a paradise in the world to come; we

want to create a real paradise on this earth for human beings."
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While the proposed earthly paradise is being laid out, the buvild-
ers must evidently content themselves with iron rations and min-
irmum comforts. As one might suspect, the first esseptials of an
carthly paradise in the machine age are power plants, railroads,
iron foundries, and other basic means of production. Into these
the state pours the wealth of thc country. Meanwhile, the light
industries Whigh producg consumers goods are relatively neglected.
and are forced, in fact, to bring in rovemue with which to build
power plants. The scheme to correct Russia's backwardness thus
meens that this generation must suffer., But the sacrifice of the
welfarc of a whole gemeration in order to build socialism is only
a new form of the old subservience to the will of the state. The
mass of the Russian people have long been accustomed to the sacri-
fiec of their welfare without cven the promisc of carthly paradis
which perhaps only their children can hope to enjoy. Failure. to
understand this policy leads to the snap conclusions woe hear
and read about the certain downfall of t;o system because of the
welfarc conditions. As a matter oi fact, the Bolsheviks can
improve the mass welfarc whencver they choose, mercly by casing
of f the pressure to industrializc.

There is no doubt that the Coumunists and Communist Youth,
3 per cemt of the population, arc sincercly working fqr the
oarthlylparadise in Russia. The 97 pcr cent majority, born to be
patient, and unsustained by the sweccts of power, arc¢ morc con-
cerned with the problems of subsistence., The intcresting qucstioz

arises, how do 3 per ccnt make 97 per cent submit to sacrifice,
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to accept steel nills owned by society in place of boots which an
individval can wJear?

In the first place, armed resistance is virtgally impossible,
It is true that thg peasants hgve, until recently, kept up a sul-
len sabotage. But, in general, persons who do not approve of
socialism must cocoperate or starve. The workers grumble fiercely
as individuals. Cocllectively, they are secure in the knowledge
that they will receive boots first, vhen boots are passed around,

But the real answer to the question of how fanatic minority
makes the majo;ity submit to sacrifice is the organic nerve sys-
tem of control, which threads the immensity of Rugsian life,
with its brain in the Kremlin. In the words of Lemin: "The
road to socialism is through public accounting (that is, statis«
tics) and control." This is the Quantity X of the Soviet system,
which permits the government to industrialize the country without
the aid of foreign capital., To my mind, it is the economic con-
trol, built up over the years, which foreign economists ignore
when they predict the fall of the Kremlin,

Besides the party control in which the rank and file serve
as constant inspectors throughout the econcmic system, there
is the G.P.U., the State Political Administration. This secret
police differs from the old Cheka in that it is, at least nomi-
nally, subject to the constitutional organs of authority. As a
matter of fact, its orders come from the Politbureau and the

central Committee of the party. It differs also from other
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famous weapons of class justice, such as the Committee of

Public Safety of the French revolution, or the Okhrana of the
Tsars, by its functions in economic as well as political control,
The G.P.U. is called the "watchful eye of the revolution,"™ and
the "punitive organ of class war". It pursues the speculator,

the counterfeiter, the smuggler, and all economic criminals

who ordinarily lie beyond the jurisdiction of a pclitico-military_
tribunal, In Russig and abrcad it ferrets out eoonsmic espionage,
econcmic conspiracy, and economic counter-revolution, generic
terms which cover all possible offenses against a state which is
in business, _

The G.P.U. took over the methods of the Tsarist Okhrana, and
improved on them. It has about 130,000 agents in uniform, on the
railroads and elsewhere. As it is a crime not to report observed
activities hdst;le to the state's interests, the G.P.U. has also
a civilian army, the size and identity of which are unknown,

This is the invisible control.

The G.P.U. has power to carry out administrative justice,
without trial. It strikes gemerally at night. There is a knock
on the door, and a demand to cpen in the name of ngietskaya Vlast,
Then enter the polite, and efficient G.F.U. agents, who present
the warrant, and proceed to ransack the apartment., In the morning
the peighbors hurry by without looking, not even breathing the let-
ters, G.P.U. Another citizen disappears from circulation, charged
with offending against the revolution. His relatives may not
learn until months later that he is to be released, to be exiled
to Solovetsky or Siberia, or that he has already fclt the sudden

press of the cold pistol behind the ear in the cellar of the
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Lubianka in iioscow,

There arc times of quict. Suddenly the political atmosphcre
gots sultry. The "punitive organ of class war® strikes with the
swiftness of lightning. And for cays the air is clecetric with
fear. Iven ncutral forcigners abscrb the thought-ctrrents which
come in through the windows,

But it must be admitted that the ¢.7.U., as distinet from
the ©ld Cheka, very seldom interfcrcs with the great mass of
pcasants and workers. And it rmst bo remembered that the stato
is ecconcmically wvulncrable, The revoluticn is not over; the
conditicn of war continues. Treason i time of war is the high=-
ost Torm of soecial danger. An obstruction to the government's
plans is madc identical with trecason in Moscow,

Another organ of dirccet political contrcl of the cconomic
system is the Workers-FPeasants Inspecticn, known as the HKIé
Nominally the RKI is a government comissarist. In rcelity, i#
is an extension of the Central Control Commission of the party,
vhich is the instrument o the chistga, ox cleansing. One man is
always chicef of both,

It was found that a Lapcwirm vas §3ﬂiing an the vitals of
the state body, absorbing its strength, and causing a terrific
overhcad in non-productive expenditure. The tapeworm was the
inherited burcaucracy, which praduccd a progeney in kind the
paper work and volokita, Volokita 1s thc dreg, the obstruction,

the anti-cfficicney. It was coverywherc, in high of

H

ices and low,
in commissariats and village soviets. It was stemped on Impor-

tant papcrs going through channclg, whicin in somc cascs took
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six wecks to pass through the twelve hands in cnc institution,
houscd in one building.

The party in 1926 dirccted the RKI to overhaul the govern-
ment apparatus, and cstablish a "rcgime of cconomy". The ship
of state had to shorten sail so as to lic closcr to the wind just
as any cther commncrcial venturc. Thc idca was to rcducc adminis-
trative cost by killing burcaucracy at the hoart, and by sweeping
the debris into the dump of old institutions. Thc trade unions,
cconomie commissions; cte., to report to the RKI all instanccs
of volokita, burcaucracy, ineompctcncc, and breach of trust. This
implied inspcction from below, an claborate spy system. The RKI
thus bccamc a board of ccnsors,

The method of inspection is for a cormmaission from the Con-
trol and Verification scction of the RKT to anpoar, withcgt noticc,
at the headquarters of a commissa:iat; a trust, a factory, a
sovict, a bank, a railroad office, almost any statce institution,
and call for its books. The doors arc locked and guardced. TFor
weeks the comuissiom checks accounts against asccrtainablce facts,
The working conditions of the organization arc cxamincd in tho
light of thc general plaa, The Council of Pooplcs Commissars
then publishes the finding of the RKI, aloung with a docreoc to
cffect the chauges rccommended.

Party congresscs from time to time have given more and more
power to the RKI until it is today a scarchlight of the crilin
from which therc is no escape. To put teeth in the so-called

"regime of economy" the RKI recommends licuidation of institutions,
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consolidation of functions, elimination of parallelism, abolition
of red tape, discharge of unnecessary employees, and criminal

prosecution of those who have been neglecetful or guilty of venal-
ity, whether members of the party or not. In actual practice its
recommendations amount to orders. The RKI works with one guiding
principle: Whatever is necessary to the state and production re-
mains; whatever is unnecessary must go, To in@ividuals it gives
the alternative: "Pull your weight in the boat, or get out",

It used to be very difficult to get woney at the State Bank,
The lady cashiers were inclined tg let gqvocuws form while they daw-
dled over the hourly glass of tea, or gossiped among themselves
on matters of high interest but remote from state finance. Then
came a short visit from the RKI, after which the cashiers were so
intent on serving you that they would read your mind before you
spoke, After the RKI swept through the very citadel of volqkita,
the postoffice, the stamps fairlylpopped across the counter, and
everyone was polite and efficient, as though it were a aoﬁary c¢lub,
Of course, one was always reminded of Charles Lamb, "Gone, all are
gone, the old familiar faces™., But gone, wlso, was much of the
dilly-dally of group responsibility.

And two months ago there was created a Vorification Committee,
which seems to have functions of a super-Rill, dircctcd toward en-
forcement of discipline in carrying out the Five Year Flan,

Govermment cconomic control, in the strict scnse, is vested

in the Council of Labor and Defcmse, the inter-departmental body
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composed of Communists of long standing who held the key nosi-
tions in the economic system. This is the unifying organ at the
apex of thc pyramid. It operatcs through a number of commisgians,
the most important of which is thc Statc Planning Commission, the
Gosplan.

Statc planning is the mest original contribution of thc So-
viets to the seiencc of modern government, Statc planning poer-
mits coordination of all the resources, in corder to balance pro-
duction and consumption. As excess production is the chief
cause of world depression this planning system is the real chal-
lenge to laissez faire capitalism, We should note a few charact-
eristics.

In the first place, all state organs and cooperatives are
obliged to observe the strictest discipline in carrying out the
plan, which makes the now celebrated "planning discipline™ by
which the Soviets expect to defeat capitalist countries economi-
cally., The Gosplan Control Figures, a survey of national
economy as a whole, have grovm from crude beginnings in 1926 in-
to what is now considered the finest forecasting system known %o
business. The Cosplan has headquarters in }Moscow. In each re-
public there is a planning commission subject to orders. The
various commissariats alsc have planning comeissions with ram-
ifications all over the Union, 4And each local unit of the

economic system must have a planning section,
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The plans of local organizations, based on policies defined
in Moscow, and capacities of local plant, are forwarded up the
stages of the economic pyramid to the Gosplan, for coordination
into a single plan for the whole Scviet Union, After ratifica-
tion by the Central Exccutive Committee, this unified plan becomes
the law of the land, and the general guide for the year. The
scope of planning has incrcased from year to year, until now therec
is practically nc activity without its particular plan. EKrylenko,
the public prosecutor, has cven organized a five ycar plan for
playing chess.

Now, state planning rcquires a corps of highly trained finan-
cial and statistical engincers. These the Sovicts have lacked in
the past. But thcy are producing rapidly a huge staff of techni-
cians, cxpericnced in the dynamics of planning. In the past the
chief handicap has becen the unrcliability of agricultural statis-
tics, The sown arca had to be calculatod from information fur-
nished by the pcasants themselves, who intentially or upintcn—
tionally gavc wrong figures, With the collectivization, howcver,
much of the gucsswork in agricultural data has been climinated.
Miscalculetion also ariscs from thc nccessity to sct the Control
Figurcs for the cnsuing ycar before the rcsults of the current
ycar are fully known. nd state planning has such a short history
that the average of error has nct yet been worked out. Natural
calamity and unforeseen changes in policy may cause even greater

upsets.
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I should like, at this point, to say a word about statistics,
which are of much greater importance in Russia than.in capitalist
countries, The statistical organization is enormous, with reports
going forward every week. Industrial, labor, financial and trans-
port figures have been fairly accurate; those of private agricul-
ture have been unreliable. In the garly yvears of plans there was
a tendency to overestimate the crop, and raw materials available,
Moreover, the Russian people are blessed with what is called the
"shirokaya natura”, or gemerous nature,

I once hired a Cossack to take me on a week's journey in his
telega. In the course of things the rim of the rear wheel worked
loose, and finally parted at the weld. Then it began to flip-
flap at every turn. I said nothing, for we were almost at a vil-
lage. The next morning? I expected t» find the wheel fixgd. But
there it was, flip-flap, flip-flap. I punched my Cossack, and
said: "Hey, little brother, you have wire undcrbthe scat, why don'
you bind up that wvhecl'™ He stopped the horses, and said: "The
devil take it, Barin, I didn't know it bothered you." Then he
reached under the seat, and produccd not the wirc, but the axe.

He spat on his hands, and forthwith assaulted the rim. He poundcd
away_for fiftcen minutcs, and then began to bend a picce a Toot
long, back and forth, until he broke it off., To all my questions
he would say: "Nitchcvo®, it's nothing, it doocsn't matterff Then
he tossed the picce he had broken off out into thc steppc.. I
asked why. He said "Witchevo'™ So I demandcd how ho‘could ro-

concile such destructicn with the "rcgime of cconomy", cte.
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Wicreupon he thumped his chest, and said: "U nas, shirokaya natura”
We, the Russians, have a gencerous naturc,

The Comnunists are up against the Nitchevo and shirokaya na-
tura, They are trying to economize the celebrated Slavic soul.
Every Russian has a soul tucked away somevhere, a highly imagina-
tive soul which is apt to soar away to astronomy when dealing with
figures. Put the hard realities of state planning demand accurate
reports from below. Persons submitting statistics not based on

careful study of ascertainable facis are punished under the laws

iy

n

L0]

designed to enfqrce "planning discinl

In general, there is a constan! pressure from the center to
develop scientific wmetholology in statistics. Soecialism might
turn the Russians into a race of boolkkeepers. Sometimes a worker
or peasant will tell you thaf the only gocd thing in the old days
was that no one was obliged to keep accounts. It requires a par-
ticular technique to use Soviet statistics, but so used they com-
vare not unfavorably with statistics elsecwhere, Even in the U,S,
of efficiency no twe fact-finding institutions have been able to
agree on_the amount of unemployment this last winter.

Now, the chief point for us abouvt thic plamned control is
that the foreign trade mononoly surrounds Russia like a Chinese
wall. By means of this monopoly the Soviet government, the only
buyer and the only seller in the foreign merket, takes advantage
of the competiticn abroad and operatcs on a united front. Ve
haven't time to go into q‘estions involved, the diplomatic immuni-
ty of the Tradg Delegates, wirich raiscs problems for the interna-

tional lawyers, and the lack of the so-called "material mutuality™
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between socialist and capitalist systems in world trade. The
various attompts to organize concrcte opposition to the Sovict
tradc monopoly have always gonc on tho rocks through the inherent
rivalrics of the capitalist states. The Soviets count on the
rivalry to continue,

Soviet moncy is an interesting phenomenon, The State Bank
issuos Chervontsi, 10 ruble notes, which arc covered 25 percent
by precious metals and foreign currency, and 75 per‘cent by short
term bills._ Since 1924 it has also issued the so-called Treasury
notes, in 1, 3, and 5 ruble denominations, waich pass as legal
tender, but are not redeemable in the covered money, the Chervont-
si, The limlt of issue of these uncovered Treasury notes was
first fixed at 50 per cent of the Chervcentsi banknotes in circula-
tion, In 1928 this 1limit was raised to 75 per cent, and last
September to 100 per cent. _

Thus for every dollar, (pegged at 51 cents plus), that it
puts in the vault the State Bank can issue roughly eight Chervont-
si rubles, Against these eight rubles in banknotes it can like-
wise issue eight rubles in Treasury notes. This makes 16 rubles,
or about eight dollars at par. Now, putting ome dollar in the
hole and extracting from it cight dollars is a feat not to be
taken lightly these perilous times. Traffic in rubles across the
frontier is expressly forbidden. In their dealingsabroad the So-~
viets are compelled to use foreign currence, to get which they
are accuscd of selling goods at a loss, And protccted from the
fluctuations of international exchange by the foreign trade monop-

oly they go on building socialismwith socialized money. The for-
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eign trade monopoly is thus thc armour platc of sccialism, the

hichest protection ever devised in international re€lations,

I1I. Socialization,

This gigantic control systcm has been dedicated, first of all,
to socialization of the nmcans of produetion. Docausc of the two
conflicting forecs, the cconomic prescurc frcm bolow and the idcol-
ogical pressurc from above, the Scvict system has doveloped with a
ccrtain amount of privatc capitalism always operating., Consc-
quently thc cconomic lifc of the country has flowcd in two main
strcams:

le. Tho soeiglizcd scator, state of cnopc?ativo cntcrprisecs,

2. Thec non-socialized, or private scctor, that is, the indie-

vidual opcrators in agriculturc, irdustry and tradc.

Betweon the two thorce has been a dranatic gonflict glnco 1917,
In the first act, Hilitary Comaunism until 1921, idcology was tri-
umphant, but thce country was bankrupt. The New FHeonomic Folicey,

It was cxpected

o
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1921-28, mcant a rcestoeration of individu
that the socialized sector would absort the private by inherent
superiority. But in 1927/28 98 per cent of the uyriculture'and

12 per cent of the industrial production were still private, along
with one~fourth of the retail trade, which state of affairs was
considered danzerous for a system in the »process of becoming so-
cialistie., The Commuuists were in an iimpasse, They had either

to retreat again, holding ideology in abevance for the sake of

imnediate economic advance, or scale the wall and risk everything
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on the gamble of speed in socialization, Being
ity theg chose to gamble. Hence the third act, beginning really
in 1929, the Socialist Offemsive. 4nd thus the end of tolerated
individualism in Russia.

In many ways this Socia}ist Offensive is & return to the
methods which failed in ;919; agriculture is collectivized mostly
in the form of the artel, industry is reorganized into huge ver-
tical combines, the private trader is practically wiped out. The
most significant imnovetion is the credit reform now going on,
leading to the reduction of the use of noney. Commercial credit
is being replaced by bank credit. That is, the State Bank acts
as a clearing house, and the financial relations between social-
ized institutions are conducted by centrgl bookkeeping without the
transfer of money. The bill of exchange, which has been with us

-

for centuries, disappears. Tages are still paid in moncy, and
retail trade demands money. But considering the size of the statos
commercial turnover yvou can see the tremendous significance of
this socialist credit,.

You have probably read of Cyrauno de Eergerac's imaginary trip
to the moon, a talc writtem some ceaturies ago, IHc made a framec
on to which he attached bottles of dew. s the dew cvaporated he
sailed upward. It was difficult gectting away, becausc of the
carth's attraction, But altcr rising slowly for two-thirds ol the
way he was suddenly turncd cnd for end, and fell siraight for the

moon, For thirteen years now socialization has becn rctarded by
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the old attraction of individualism for human beings, But in
1931 that attraction scoms to bc overcome. he Russians have a
phrase, Kto-iogo, who bcats whom, the socialized or the nrivate
scetor. That scems to be answered, at lcast Tor the prescent,
Socialization will p;obably go the rest of the way by its own
momentum, OF coursc, Cyrano dc Bergerac did comc back to cartl,
I belicve he lapded im a Capadicn forcst. Wwhcther or not that
indicates a moral, I don't know,

The greatcst innovation of this yecar is the Finaneial Flan,

stablishcd by law, May 23, 1930, vhich gives an cntircly new
dircction to thc cconomic systom, This Finplan charts the move-
ment of valucswithin the country, and thc aceumulations of theo
socialized scctér, thus the redistribution of weelth., It in-
cludes all thc budgevs, plus all thu non-hu;gotury rcsources

vhich figurc in the rcdistribution, that is, the suction of wcalth
from the privatc sector into the socialized, from agriculturc

into industry, from light industry, into heavy industry, from
prosperous rcgions into Central Asia, and finally from all other
classes into the wrolctariat and poor peasant classcs,

The main insbtruments of this redistribution arc taxes,
prices, and loams, Tith the advance of socialization priccs arc
superscding taxcs as the ncin source of statc rovenuec. Taxation
is considcrcd a class function, nceessary only while therc is
opposition bctnocg the gtatc and privetc cconomy. Heney the tax
rcform of October, 1950, the first step toward making texation

obsolete in the soecialized state. And hence, also, the new open
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stores, in which prices are five times those of the closed coop-
eratives, where only those with trade union or ration cards can
buy.

Now it is difficult to show this redistribution of wealth
without columns of figures. As a general idea, however, the Fin-
plan in 1930 mobilized 20 billion rub;es from prices, (that is
profits of sociclized economy), taxes, loons, deposits in savings
banks, social and state insurance funds, trade union fees, etc.,
The socialized sector paid in 6 billion rubles, and took out 13
billion, The private sector and citizens paid in 7 billion, and
received & billion and a half._ For everv ruble (ruble is 100
kopeks) a poor peasant p&iq in, he‘received 68 Kopeks in return,
in the form of educational, health, and other facilities., A
worker or gmployee for his rub;e received 57 kopeks, o middle
peasant 31, a town bourgeois 9, and a kulak 8 kopeks. The average
for the whole population was 41 kopeks on the ruble.

This Finplan is considered the mcjor triumph of the Soviet
system. It mobilized all the available resources of_the country,
this year two-thirds of the cxpectcd naticnael incomc, and pours
them through o singlc funnel of redistribution. It likewisc
serves as a class cqualizer by cxtraction of moncy from the small
capitalist class, bourgecois, kulaks, cte., thus liquadating the
private scctor, and by cxpenditure of thc somoe moncey in socinlized
cconomy, and on the prolctariat and poor pcasants in the form of

cducation and hcalth facilitics from which the formmor classes arc
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arc som;whnt cxcluded., It thus whips on the cbolition of
classcs, and the develomment of collective man, the ultimate
objective of the revclution,

This redistribution permits finaneing industriclization
without the aid of foreign capital., Within this controlled
movement of volues are mony foactors waich defy measurement,
including the patience of the Russian people. Dut commend of
cll the resources of the country, even to the small change in
the pocket of the individugl, a condition now approaching, will
meen that the Soviet state, at any given moment, con hurl enor-
mous economic power imte an internaticnal conflict, even into

military operations,
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e Industrialization.

What the Communists have done thus far is to qreate and
develop a systen of political and economic control, through
which they have achieved socialization. But there is an-
other side to it. They also proposed, remember, to bring pros-
perity to scciety as a whole, and leisure, and enlightenment.
Now, we have time only to characierize the Five Year Plan,

) s =

with which you are all somewhat familiar, to double the
national income, invest 6% billion rubles, lower production
costs, raise the standards of living and in general correct
Russia's backwardness at & rate never attained by any country.
411 the desirable changes are mapped out for realization, con-
struction, exploitation of Russia's really fabulous riches,
new railways and highways, new empires in virgin territories,
new cities, new housing, new education, no phase of life is
left untouched.

The Comunists have always believed that the capitalist

states riust in the nature of things atterpt to throttle the

Soviet system. They believe that economic bloclzade and
eventual military attack are postponed only until the bour-
gecls countries are themselves stabilized. As a gradual in-
dustridlization would give the outside world time to clese
the ring around Russia, the only alternative is speed so that

the industricl plant and great mechonized farms will enable
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T don't went to take you through the dizsy arithumetic,tap
and figures here for those interested. The exircordinory
feature of this industrislization fever is that whern the
figures are criticized oS fantostic the Cormmmnists promptly
revise them upward and ixke then delirious. There is no woy
to check either the figures, or the underlyins Qat&. But we
see that life is moving at higl speed in Russia, thot great

-2

power plants are being built, stee mill

7}

are operating on

whot was barren stepne, foctorics ous turninz out trectors and -

—

combines, oil is flowing ot o tremendous ate, new railroads

are tying up the industrinl centers with the sources of roaw

o

wlhericls, unemployment has discppeocred, andé tae Russion land
which today has one-fifth of the teotal cultivated area of the
slobe is beins troetorized chd motorized, oll this os a pre-
lude to on assault on the world morket, for the srmashing of
the copitalist systen and the furtherance of wowlid revolution.
There ore ianternrl tecknical probvlems too vost Tor us to
cons ider. The gquclity of Soviet products is not up to our
stondord on the whole. The real barrier is the lock of trained
personnel to manage the industriel Juggernaut. But troining,
toco, has been caught in the furious temno. During the war we
hod to fly ten hours double control befere we were cllowed

to Fly solo. It now seems possible for the rnovice to hop off

4

~lone after one hour of instruction. The some acceleration
in the rate of training can be observed in Russia. Before the

war over two-thirds of the people were illitverate. The advance
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since the revolution has been so repid that the utter liquide-
tion of illiteracy for persons under 45 is exnccted by the end
of next year. Technical education is now enormously endowed,
~with 188 industricl, ond 68 agricultural institutes of univer-
sity rank, over a thousand technicums, of the rank of high

school, 126 universities for medicine, pedogogy, crt, ete.,

and 321 Rabface, or Workers Faculties, besides the innumerable
feetory schools, trade schools, and even technical schools for
children. The special fecture is the conjunction hetween the

textbook and the faetvtory or soil, making a close relation be-

twcen pure knowledge cnd prectice, which permits a much nore
rapid troining of experts, even though the cultural bnckground
of the students is thin.

Turning now to the conditions of labor,I should like to
indicate some of the changes I found last summer after an
o.bsence of o year. First, os to the peasant. Sociclization
of so nuch of the agriculture, now over 80 per cent, hes re-
sulted in an integration of the Soviet state.

The majority of The peasants are no longer o producing
class apart. They are abscrbed into the sinte system; they
are on the road to become o rurcl proletarict. From the
Soviet point of view this means final unification of the
national economny.

We find, first, these enormous stote farms, "grain foc-
tories™, 142 last yeor, 200 this yecr. On 8,2 million hec-

tares they produced one million tons of grain, mostly for export,
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and roplaced the kulaks in supplying the merketable surplus.

With scientific farming their yield has been raised from 45

>

to 75 poods per hectare. Their 1,600 harvester combines are
to be increased to 4,000 this year. Labor on the state farms
observes trade union rules, eighthour day, vacations, etc.
Next, the collectives. Tnere is the beginning of a
collective in the contractation. When the majority of a
village wish to make a contract to deliver a certain portion
of the crop to the government at a certain price, the rest are
forced to agree. Or it might begin with the ccoperative use
of machinery. Or the strips might be eliminated, and means
of production pooled, to form an artel. The entrance fee for
each household is 2-10 per cent of the value of fanily propertiy,
or 10 per cent of the person's wages. One half of the share
a member brings into the artel goes into the reserve fund.
Other half remains his property, which_he receives bhack if he
guits. AlY work is done collectively, and is paid for from
the revenue according to three categories of skill, 1, 1.25,
1.50 rubles a day for labor. Strict account is kept of the
labor time, which weans a complicated system of bockkeeping.
Current wages can be drawn up to 50 per cent; the rest payable
after the harvest. Piece work on the farms has been intro-
duced this spring.

Administration of an artel is by a committee elected at

"

the general mecting of =eilbers. There 1is also a Control Com-

mission. The artel is the lowest link, There might be several
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in one villape. But each artel enters into a Kolihoz, or
Collective, which are very large. The local Kolkhoz supplies
the artelslwith goods from the cooperatives, with machinery,
clean seed, fertilizer, etc., and might nave a branch bank

to furnish production credit. The local Kolkhoz enters a
rayon union of Kolkhozes, and so on up to the Union of Unions
of Kolkhozes in Moscow.

These collectives in 1930 cultivated 98 million hectares,
and supplied the government witi 10 riillion tons of grain.

The larger ones are becoming towns, with_plans for playgrounds,
public dining rooms, bakeries, laundries;; libreries, schools,
clubs, creches, kindergartens, etc. The village soviet re-
mains, however, as the organ of political authority.

Now what of the peasant himself? Ivan Ivanovich has not
accepted the new order whole -heartedly. The ground has
simply moved out from under his feet. He nrefers the old
days when he didn't plow till St. Nicolas day, andé didn't
harvest until some other saint turned upon the calendar. DMNore-
over, he could loaf in the winter, and make seanozon (moonshine) .
Now, he must rise tc the bell, troop into the mess hall for
morning tea, rush out to work at the sound of another bell.

Now does he go to his former work. The tractor brigade moves
past him in column, a dozen, fifteen or twenty monsters haul-
ing gang plows, and plowing deep, something Ivan always re-
fused to do. For this tractor service the cecllectiive pays

the state 30 per cent of the harvest. Ivan does not plow.
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He works in the orchard, with the poultry, or with the live
stock and hay. He doesn't like it much, because there is
always someone checking up on the amount of weeds he pulls

in an hour, or the way he plants cabbage,or there is some work-
fiend of the shock brigade who sets a pace no normal person
cares to emulate. But he musn't quit till the bells rings.
Besldes all that there is no barrel of moonshine standing by
the door, from which he can scoop a ladleful in passing. Ivan
Ivanovich, called the muzhik (little man),also the Krestiyan
(the man of the cross);iszlosing his identity 'and becoming a
rural proletariat, with social insurance, and other advan-
tages of the rulin® class. Economically, he is better or
worse off, according to his former particular status.

Around these collectives you will sec great numbers of
discharged soldiers. Since last spring the government has
been shunting the entire discharge from the army into the
collectives,to build roads for the tractor columns,bridges,
and to man the machine repair shops which now dot the mep. And
you will see children of kulaks whose parents are eway in the
northern woods,or out in the irrigation projccts of Turkestan.
These children are, on the whole, trcated kind;y. The prin-
cipal crime of the kulaks was desire for money, which is a-
Zainst socialist sharing. So far as I could learn last summer
the dispossessed kulaks get trade union wages for their labor,
wherever it is,but they are not allowed to lcave. I was told

they are not under military guard. But there is no chance for
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them to escope, because every citizen needs popers and creden-
tials now. There would be no place for them to escape to.
After one year at labor under detention the local trade union
votes by majority whether or not_particular kulaks will be
admitted to the ranks. If voted, the kulak becomes a citizen
again, and can move where he likes.

Now for labor in industry. The revolution established
a universal eight hour day for manual, and a six nour day for
brain labor, with a continuous rest of 42 hours each week.
Labor conditions are regulated by collective agrecement be-
tween trade unions and employers. Vacations for itwo weeks
or a month are enforced. Over-time is paid at double the
rate. And social insurance, paid by the employer, guarantees
nedical attention within the limits of the equipment. In the
workers' state, the proletariat is the aristocracy. The privi-
leges of the working class are too numerous to mention, making
a large amount of social wages.

There are several features of the labor situation to note.
First, this tremendous ceonstruction all over the country has
not only absorbed the surplus population, but has produced an
acute labor shortage. In 1930, 1.5 million were added to
the payroll of hired labor, meking nearly 14 million in all,
which is expected to reach nearly 16 million this year.

The Five Year Plan introduced the so-called socialist
competition, as distinet from the »nrofit-seekinsz competition

of capitalism., This socialist competition is whipped up by
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various means, rewards to the factory which »produces more than

the next one, or bonuses for getting a piece of work done with-

in a certain time. Red board for nemes of those who excel .

in merit; black board for the sluggards. It is supposed to
reduce laziness at the bench, and to make the workers keen

to discover deficiencies in operation. One-third of the workers
in state industry are now on the seven hour day. The transfer
is supposed to be complete by next year.

Since October, 192%, Soviet Russia has operated an un-
broken week. Sunday is abolished. Factories, stores and
government offices are cpen and running on Sunday as on any
other day. The idea is to keep the machinery turning and in-
crease the nunber of shifts. By abolishing Sunday and other
religious holidays the workdays of the year have increased
fromIBOO to 360. This alone inecreased production by 20 per
cent, and the employment by one-sixth. It also eases the
strain on the stores, as it does away with the Saturday rush.

At the same time there was decreed the five-day week,
that is, four days work followed by one day of rest. In
Moscow now & Russian hands you his card on which he has his rest
days enscribed, the fifth, the tenth, the fifteenth of the month,
or the second, the seventh, twelfth, etc, Rest days within a
family are different, generally, so fanily outings are no more.
There are 72 working weeks in the year, and only five holidays.

Labor is forbidden on Lenin day, Jenuary 22, International

lLabor Day, Mey 1 and 2; and the birthday of the revolution,-
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November 7 and 8. The odd day of Leap Ycar is set aside as
Industrialization Day.

For years the workers through their trade unions and com-
mittees in factories were dictating to the managers, who were
often ex-bourgeois. One result was inefficiency, because these
workers would frequently go into a huddle to decide what Marx
or Lenin would have done in the case before them.  Also there
was prevalence of the "progul", absence from work, and Blue
Mondays. Then came the institution known as the red mancger,
a worker risen from the ranks, and the bourgeois manager becane
only the technical speciclist. Metaphorically the whip begen
to ercck. The slogan was: "We cre being undermined by the lack
of labor discipline.”

The Tirst order in establishing lcbor discipline was that
for unique commpend in industry, September, 1929. TWorkers in-
terference with the management was forbidden, no metter what
their position was in the party or trade union. The directors'
orders had to be carried out without cuestion. All this time,
of course, therc had been blackboards in the foctories for
posting the names of workers who misbshaved. The ™rall news-
papers" published detniled accounts of misdeneanors. It now
befame a dishonor to be posted.

~such of Russian ipdustry is on piece work. The prcducts
mmere of uneven quality, and some were very poor. In November,
1929, it was decreed that persons guilty of defective production

through carelessness were subject to deprivation of liberty for
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five years, and hard lobor for one. For not keeping up to
standard in quality_thcy were liable to two yecrs in prisocon.
And in August, 1930, theore was csteblished o State Inspection
Department of the Commisseriat of Domestic Trade, the function
of which is to check, and troce back to their sources all
products bclow par in quality.

ew7 monthe a whole series of decrees have

E=
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Also in the las?t

been issued to arrest the huge labor turnover, in some places

@

as high as 100 per cent, caused by the labor shortage. The
workers finding the tide had turned, that they were in big de-
mand, began to shift from factory to factory, out to the col-
lectives and baclk. In Septeuber, 1930, the government ordered
the Labor Exchenges tc strike from their lists all persons who
had left their jobs at their own inclination, and to counteract
theventicemenﬁ of workers from one institution to another. Above

all, the Labor Exchanges were ordered to register every one who

refused a job, if it could be proved that he was drawing sone
kind of unemployment insurance. The lMonetary peayments for un-
employment were suspended entirely October 9.

Already last July the Labor Exchanges began the formation
of the so-colled reserve squads, which were shunted from factory

o

to factory for cmergency tasks. Tho idea of shock brigades, or
pace-makers, was carried further in September by increasing the
reward to the best workers for the Five Yecar Plan, in the form
of cxcursions arocund the Union to the interesting new industrial

conters, sojurns ot the health resorts in the Crimes oand the

Caucasus, special facilities for study at home and ebroed, in-
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cluding scholarships, and even such fecatures as gifts of bicycles.
S bieycle riders becamc cnother class apart, the heroes of
production.

By the law of August 13, 1930, rceruits for militery ser-
vice can be shunted to the factories and mines. Of particular
interest was the deéision of the Central Committec of thc_party,
October 20, 1930, that the various Commissariats of Labor, in
conjunction with the tradc unions, have the right To remove
speeialists and skilled workers from onc district to another,
ond from the less importent industries to the more importeont,
suech s coal mining, iron foundaries, transport, and large
scale construction. The privileges gronted to the shock bri-
gades were increcased, and extre holidays promised for uninter-
rupted work.

The transport situation hos been cspecially serious. The
cnormous movcment of goods in 1930 demanded looding of freight
cars at the rate of some 60,000 o dcy. The cctual avercge was
only 47000 a &y.Besides, the passenger traffic swelled beyond all
proportion with the rushing about of officials on "commanderovka",
and of migrating workmen. The new discipline hit the trans-
port systcm by the orders of November 3 in the definition of
what 1s callecd "scrvice offencc”, Any infringement of regula-
tions, any non-fulfillment of orders, bececomes a "service offence”.
The penclties range from reprimand through threc ronths arrest
on half pay up to dismisscl with prohibition of working anywhere

clsc.
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The progressive mobilization of labor is now on in full
career. Transport workers, farm experts, etc., all must ac-
cept assignment no matter where it takes them in the Soviet
Union. And o new form of credential has been devised, the
behavior passport saying: Lumber cutters are not compelled to
work in Russia. They are taken out to the arctic forest and
offered a choice between cutting wood and playing the piano.

Now these new laws certainly indicate industrial conscriv-
tion, a militarization of labor, of men and women alike. At-
traction of women into economic spheres means doubling the »o-
tential lobor force 1-1/2 million in 1931. But all these 160
million people, party ecnd non-party, are under conditions of
forced lobor in places not aclways of their own choosing, and at
a tempo only the enthusiasts and shock brigades find agreecble.
This gives the Soviet Union a military complexion, a state at
war, And sincc November 21, 1929, these Soviet citizens who
choose to desert while on service abroad, end enjoy bourgeois
life, are pronounced traitors to be shot at the frontisr should
they attempt to return.

As to the success of the Five Year Plan, its uneven execu-
tion makes judgment difficult. But that does not matter in
the final issue. Russia is being filled with the smoke of
chimneys, life is being mechanized and transformed; the rattle
of the hammer and the drill is heard everywhere, and the result
of it all is &n industrial plant the immensity of which really

staggers the eye. Russia is closing the gap of the centuries.
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The ultimate human cost of the madness we can not begin to
appraise. There is an increase in neurasthenia which can not
be measured. The economic interpretation of history lashes the
Russian people to the wheel of mondane things, wnich turns
faster and faster in the effort to overtake and ocutstrip capi-
talist countries. And short of an economic blockade, or actual
war, I predict that the wheel will go faster still until the
equilibrium is struck between the pace desired by the rulers
and the demonstrated capacity of the "little brothers" for
training. Meanwhile, a second Five Year Plan, 1933-37 has been
prepared in outline, a Fifteen Year Plan is around the corner,
and a Fifty Year Plan is not far in the offing.

By using our imaginations we can compare this socialist
construction to the solar system. The planets rotate and
revolve in fixed relations. Out on the fringes there is com-
motion and irregularities. But they all revolve around the
sun, and the whole solar system moves by some law in tine end
space towasrd the Cecnstelletion of Hercules. The socialist con-
struction of Russia likewise hos fixed relationships, commo-
tion and disorder, cll revolving with faster and faster ve-
locity around a central force, and the whole system by the
logic of its nature is moving in time and space toward a single

fixed objective, called world revolution.

V. Collective Man.

Now, this complicated net work of socislistic institutions
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which we have reviewed, the instruments of political and eco-
nomic control, are directed not only to sociglize the country
and reduce economic life to plan and order, not only to in-
dustrialize and bring prosperity to society as a whole, but

to transform men himself from an individual unit intc a cog in
the cooperative machine. There are many sides to this trans-
formation. We can consider only a few. We find the deifica—
tion of the machine, the utilitarian concept of value, the
violent break with centuries of habit, and a tremendous &ac-
celeration of the rhythm of life, of doing, talking, thinking,
and eating. The "little brothers" even rest faster than of old.
This is the revolution within the revolution.

In speaking of Russian people, we now mean the workers and
peasants. By the processes I have described anti-Soviet
clesses are gradually being "liquidated." Liguidation of po-
tential opposition haslbeen the Moscow creed. The old intel-
ligentsie is dying out, to be replaced by & new race of thinkers,
of a different sccial origin. However, en indeterminant portion
of the population is still outside of the government's benefi-
cence, including the non-citizens.

But for the sovereign class the state spares no expense.
There is an encrmous health service. Medicine is socialized,
and standardized. Social insurance guaraniees free medical
attendance to proletarint and poor peascnts. Social insurance
funds in 1931 are expected to pass 2 billion rubles. 0f course,

there is a general shortage of medical supplies, scap, and other
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articles of comfrrt which the state has not monufactured in
sufficient quantities. But all workers and employees have two
weeks or o month's vacation every vear, for which they flock

to the rest homes,sanatoria, and health resorts of the Caucasus
and Crimec., both of which are fairylcnds of sunshine, rocky
shores and open sea, with the cypress and pine everywhere,

and miles and miles of vineyords. In this land of Beuleh,
Crimea, the old nobility built their summer palaces, Every
one of the ntleoces 1s now a rést home for workers ond peasants.
The Livadiz, the Tsar's own palace is reserved-for peasénts.
Ivan Ivanovich dreamt he dwelt in merble halls, and there he
is, stroking his beard for all to see.

And the industrial army is fed and clothed, not well, but
sufficiently. They are the producers. In cities such as Mos-
cow there is strict rationing, and scarcity for the general
population. Food is shunted out to the new industrial centers.
The meals are apt to be monotonous, meat three times - a week,
and endless kasha (a cereal). A new institution is the so-
cialized restaurant. There are now 1,281 such restaurants,
and almost 4,000 buffets, around Moscow alcne, supplying 50
per cent of the workers and their families with hot meals.

The idea of this communal feeding is to do away with the waste
of individual cocking. Meal tickets are scld in advance. The
service is to be trebled this year. At the end of five years

it is expected that the greater part of the industrial army

will be put on cormunal feeding. Meanwhile, although the food




e

975
21 -47 -

ab]
~3

#

scarcity has been somewhat relieved this last autumn, the rest
of the population exists, or fails to exist, on what is left
after the government fulfills the export program.

The housing shortage alsoc has promoted ccllective living.
Because of centuries of huddling together in the midst of a
cold immensity the Russians seem to require less privacy than
western people. Nevertheless, the o0ld city palaces, filled
with dozens of families, fenced off from each by cubicles or
furniture in the great halls, are centers of domestic politics,
In the common kitchen each housewife stakes off her inches of
domain. You can see and hear ten or fifteen gesoline stoves
going at once. On bzke days the hottest snmot on the stove
is always captured by storm. And the interesting feature of the
new apertment houses which the government is building for workers
is that the old jumble of the common kitchen is preserved.
Feeding is in a common dining room. The great increase of so-
cialized restaurants, and the conscription of women, nmeans
that home cooking will disappear for industrial workers, and
for agricultural labor on the collectives.

There is the new type of socialized city, springing up
in the shadow of the great industrial plants of the Urals and
elsewhere. Sections of these cities are to be completely so-
ciolized, and the rest of the traditional type. Children will
be reared and supported by the community itsclf in their kin-
dergartens, schonls ond hign schools. Parents are encouraged

to visit the children, buft not to interfere with the state
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training. The irmense housing communes will havc clubs, gym-
nasiums, libraries, etec. Food will be cooked and distributed
from a single communal kitchen. The enthusiasts speak of soup
in pipes, cnother commodity like the water supply. Other such
citigs are under way for agricultural centers, eollectivizing
life, and sinking the individual in the impersonal mass mon.
Even though privacy in rooms is assured to individuals, under
such conditions the o0ld life of the family is replaced by life
of the herd.

A word about marricge. As you know, merricge cand divorce
are both obtained merely by civil registration, Viclation of
marriage is not an offense. Bigamy itself is not a crime. But
to commit bigomy & person would have to meke o false statement
about his previous marricge. Itts that stoternent which mekes
the offcnse.

The main purpose is to facilitate both morriage ard di-
vorce, but at the same time protect the matericl interests of
all concerned. By the 1927 law the property brousght to a mar-
ricge by husband and wife remoins his or her property on sepa-
ration. The property acquired after morriage is common, and
must be divided between them. This gives the wifce full in-
dependence, especially if she is not acquiring property; but
doing housework.

For a divorce only one spouse need declare his or her will
to the registry clerk. Rumor has it that you can get a divorce

merely by writing apostcard to the party of the sccond pert.
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That is not true, You must sign the book.

Cohabitation without registry is likewise legel. All child-
ren ore legitimate. There is o powerful brake on the morriage
turnover in the form of alimony. The Soviets mnke alimony
peyable either to the wife or the husband, according to the
conditions of earning power. Thet is, ¢ man can divorce his
wife, but he may be bound to support her Tfor a pgriod fixed
by the court. If the husband is unable to work, it may be
the wife who must do the supporting after separation. %
there are children, either in a registered marriage or from
cohabitation, the law fastens the support of the children
until the age of 18 on one or the other of the parents. Be-
fore 1927 it was generally the men who was charged with thid
support. But the women overenjoyed their revolutionary in-
dependence. There were cases in 1927 showing that certain
women were receiving alimony for the support of children from
three different men. As climony involves one-=tvhird of the
man's salary until the child is 18, such women were receiving
three-thirds, or 100 per cent salary, as alimony until the
children begen tc arrive at legal maturity. So the law was
changed. In 1927 I knew men who would flee at the sight of
women socially, becéuse, they said, it would only lead to
alimeny.

The housing shortoge complicates marriage. A men may be
deprived of his room for some reasoin. He might then look for

a woman who has a room, and merry her if he can. It might
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prove to be a mistake, that they are incompatible. Then the
woman goes down to the registry and signs the divorce book.

She comes back and tells the husband: "You're divorced, here's
your hat, or rather, your cap." But he says: "Nitchevo", and
refuses to vacate. To get rid of him 8he marries some one else,
and brings home husband No. 2. They both tell fthe ex-husband
to move out into the wide life of the town. He then reports

to the House Committee which exists in every dwelling, that

his ex-wife is trying to eject him. Whereupon the House
Committee cells on the wife, and tells her that Ivan Ivanovitch
must not be put out on the streets, as he is a worker, or an
employee, or something. So they'all three settle d?wn to
enjoy life in one room. I must say they do it with good temper,
and amezing unconcern. Very often your Russian friends will
say: "There goes an old wife of mine." An electrician once

came to repair ocur lights. He addressed our cook by her
Christian nome. I asked her how she happened to know him. And
she said: "Oh, we used to be married in 1923."

Now all this leads to international complications, as most
countries do not recognize Soviet marriage anrd divorce. But
the system seems to be adapted to collectivg society. There
was considerable license in the early years, but it has now
shaken down into something amazingly moral. The worst feature,
from our point of view, is recognition of de facto marriage,
equalizing legal and extra-legal birth, which breaks up family

life. In generaol, the system means the application of the
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ec-nomic interpretation of history to marriage with extraordi-
nary results.

We see this collectivism in education, in which the ideal
is to develop mgroup consciousness",-and "pupil autonomy".
Since October 1, 1930, primary education has been compulscry.
It was Lenin who said: "Give me four years to teach the child-
ren, and the seed I have sown shall never be uprocoted.”" Thus
the system of civic training, in which the Cormunists train
the Communist Youth (Kcmsomols), they the pioneers, gnd these
last the Little Octobrist under ten. The Komsonols, 3 million
of them, are reaching up for power. Their alliance with Stalin
was what defeated both the Left and Right Oppositions in the
varty, which were composed of old Bolshgviks. These leaders$
of tomorrow represent disciplined power, and obedience %o the
control will. No one can see the Komsomols in action, on
parade, in their athletics, in preserving order, in stamping
out hooliganism, without being impressed by their militant de-
termination. They are being trained to conquer, and to strike
by collective action. What it bodes I do not know. But any one
who denies its significance is hiding his head in the sand.

We see the. collectivism also in the mmss education by
radio, and in the new forms of art. A new organization called
"October" is_dedicated to prometion of collective life through
architecture, mass festivals, and the artistic production of
material things, clothes, furniture, household utensils,etc.

The idea is to get away from bourgeois representative art in
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which the individual creator is important, and return to the
commnity exprescion, such as that which built the Cothic
cathedrals. Th:: same spirit runs_thrcugh the industrial
dramas of the theetler, and in music, the symphonies of indus-
trial noises, the song of the hammecrs and whirring of belts,
and even in a sirer symphony, an orchestra of actual factory
whistles directed by a leader waving flags from the top of
the tallest building, to produce the theme song of industriali-
zation.

This mechanization of life is producing a collective cul-
ture. The language is changing. You are familiar with the war
on religion, which may be summed up as the Cormunist attempt
to establish militant materiqlism, to replace worship of God
and hopes for a life to come, by worship of man and the powers
of man expressed through the machine to tuild a paradise on
earth. This teaching has been more successful with the young
than with the rature. There is a drift back tc traditionel
religion by pecple who can not accept militant materialism.

The general effect is that Russia has been changed from a land
of churches and monasteries into a land of Workers' clubs.

But with our knowledge of humen nature, we can be sure
that what is true &n@ cbiding in roligian? what comes from man's
inherent need of God, from within himself, will remain and be
purified. What passed for religion as a devartment of state,
the overhead of politicael autocracy, a2nd what was superstition

to be dispelled by enlightenment,- that will probably be gone




never to return. The fact remains that the great mass of
Russian youth is growing up without God. But that Russia is
without a soul, I cdo not believe.

We could multiply many times these implications of col-
lective life, such as the equality of the revolution, the glo-
rification of labor, or the complete emancipation of women

which 1is destroying the home and taking the mothers out into

@

the economic sphere. The general question is: Are the people
any better off than before? Iy answer is 1o tell you of the
Alexandrite. This is a gem, aore costly than the diamond,
first discovered by the Urals in 1832, and named after the
Tsarevich who was to become Alexander II, The Alexandrite

is green in the day tiwe. At night, under artificiel light,
it turns firey red, and gleams like the star Acturus. You
find Russians better or worsc off accordimg to the light you
bring. Some foreigners see only the unfortunates, the non-
citiz?ns. To them Russia is sordid green., Others see only
the workers building paradise. To them Rugsia is brilliant
red. Still others are aware that Russis has both extremes of

color, and all the shades in between. Ny own orinion is that
sacrifice of welfare and patience tco endure sacrifice have
entered a race, of which the outcome seems in favor of the
state beceuse it can relax the pressurc tc sacrifice at will.

I have tried to give you an impression of a whole pecple
energized, and galvanized into action, a pecple who never were

punctual, and who had no conception of time. The high note of




2
)
130

I
|

s
I
(6]
=

-54 -

industrialization is the syncopation of labor; human power must
keep time with machine power, stepping up the tempo as the
wheels accelerate their spinning. At present that machine

seems to have no governor. Whether of not this will change

the "little brothers™ into mechanical robots, who move only

like wooden scldiers, I don't know.

The product of this crucible is collective man. The in-
dividual is seldom alone. Chi;dren are trained in group ac-
tion, and group responsibility, which is the undertone and
overtone »f Russian 1life. And with it all there is a sub-
stitution for material gonds in the form of intoxication with
change, and wide public service. This consuniing enthusiasm
for service is apparent everywhere, in the opera singers who
go to the fields to sing to the peasants tekins in the harvest,
in the traveling free theatricals to entertain “he inQustrial
army, and in the unceasing effort of all with a little culture
to impart what they know to the "dark people.™

The implications of collective 1life might well give us the
shudders. It destroys meny of the institutions which we hold
dear, such as the family. But of its eccnomic effectiveness
in Russia there can be no doubt.

The "little brothers” are unaware of the historical signi-
ficance of what is happening to them. A whole people, made fluid
by tremendous events, are being repoured into a_collective mold.
And the result seems to be an athletic, healthy, energetic, crea-

tive but unromantig,moral but utilitarian and Godless, how
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crcature in the social cosmos, ... a synthetic bechive, the im-

bersonal moss nan.

VI. The World Issue.

And now I should like to draw o few conclusions from what
we heve considered. In the first place, sqcialism, after a
century in the nebulous region of doetrine, has finally entered
the realities of big business in a world already sabturate with
grain, cotton, and manufactured gosds.

According to the Soviet constitution the world is divided
into the camp of capitalism and the camp of socialism, between
which eventual conflict is incvitable. he comp of socialism
is contrelled by a state which can hurl encrmous economic power
into the conflict with the opposite camp. This is a state in
business, and it is secking new markets. With the resources
of & continent and the pocket moner of 160 million peonle at its
cormmiand it can sell for any price in order to get foreizn cur-
rency with which to buy more mmchines. Its internal power en=-
ables it to export commoditiss and food needed for home consump-
tion. It can make the ruble, of which the estimated gold value
is 7 cents, exchange for 51 cents plus within the country. The
Soviet exports were valued ot holf a billion dcllars in 1930.

The forcign trade showed a jump of 21 ver cent during the year,

whereas that of other countries scriously declined. Among the

5

expores were 2.5 million tons of grain, of which closc to 1




million tens wore wheat, with 2.5 million more waiting shipment.
When the new South Siberian trunk roilroad is finished, a metter
of & few connceting links between Troisk, south of the Urals,

and the port of Rostov, Russia will be in 2 position to smash

the groin market of the world. But agriculturcl exports acc-
counted for only 40% of total in 1930; were 80% of totzl be-

fore the war. And other cyp,rts ore gathering in volume

cotton cloth to Asia, suger, and an avalenche of cheap con-
served food in the form of canned fish, ond of fruit which now
rots on the ground all over southern Russia. How can we cstimate
the cost of production of thesc commodities when the state pays

no rent for the land, cnd poys its labor in sufficicnt rotions

to maintain working strensg
building socialism® A groin crop is expected - 100 willion
tons this yoar (over ¥-1/8 billion bushels). The so-coll

dumping is bound to lcad to inercascd cmbitterment cs the com-

Russia's stheat belt is 3,600 miles long, from Roumnnia
to Loke Baikal, oand 200 miles widec. The black soil of that
reglon, chernozem, is the finest wheat land in the world, a
rich humu; of deconposed steppe grass. DMoreover, it is smooth
end level, with an ideal rainfa2ll of 16-20 inches. Much of
this is virgin land awaiting the traector. It will heve no weed
problem for four or five yecars after breaking the sod. ILend for

state farms is ovoilatle up to 7% millisn aeres. The totel black

soil available for wheat is 482 nmillion ceres. Tec these must
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be added 371 million acres of chestnut or brown soil, somo-
what inferior to the black soil. The yicld may be less than
in advanced countries, but even ot the minimum of 15 bushels
per acre, it means that Russia in all probability will have
200 million bushels of wheat for cxport in 1933, produced at
somcthing less than 35 cents a bushel.

In appraising the strength of the Soviet position we nust
allow for the potential opposition from the peasants once
they are organized as collectives. On the other noand, col-
lective mon does not revolt, It ronains to be seen whother

or not the pendulum will swing Lack after the enthusicsm for

building something new nas given way to the conmonplace routine
of existcnce.

As to the mcasurcs we must teke to mect the competition of
collective economy, I belicve thet decicions propclled by com-
nercial fears will rcflecet small ronown on our nolitiecal wis-
dom. The intcrnational limne-up is favorable t5 the Soviets.
Germany and Italy are eager to ake the desired machines, and
to act as pipe lines for Soviet commerce. Some two thousand
years ago therc was a trade war in the lediterrancan. Periodi-
cally, old Cata rose in the Roman Senate to shriek: "Delenda
est Carthago." Fe eventually was heard. We also have our Catos,
who keep up the shout: "Let this rmodern Carthage be destroyed.
Exterminate this race of nirate, and smash the slave state they

have created." Our modern Catos know that one nation no longer

putsanother nation to the sword. They would serve us better 1
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they showed us how to nlen osur production without sacrificing
institutions which we cherish. We can not expect uncoordi-
nated volunteers to defeat a disciplined economic army.

I certainly believe that some form of state plenning in
capitalist countries will be forced by this sociclist com-~

etition. Plaaning is o problem for the whole world. And it

i

will require leaders of vision to it plenning into our
cherished principles of private property and private initia-
tive, for we can not meet the concentrated power of the So-
viets in the open field with our weapons of anarchyand laissez
faire.

There's another side to it. Botween_the camps of so-
cialism ard capitalism is a No Man's Land, the entire East
which lures Russia with the logic of geography. Like Janus
in the Roran temple, the Russian has two laces, one 1o the

East, and the »~ther to the West. Russia turas Bast, this fact

|

s the most potential for the future of all post-war rhenomena.
The Fast is now stirred tn the depths by its renaissance and
self-determination of natisnalism. The Soviets uvnite with
national movements in the Fast to throw off the white man's
imperialism, and have drawn their immediate neighbors into a
nethrk of treaties. They wiped out the debts owed to the
Tsar, they submit to nmative courts, they abolished social in-
equalities, and they look forward to an Asiatic federation
under the Soviet Union, built on their doctrine of cultural
gutonomy within federation.

The greatest market of the future will undoubtedly be




S

2576

431 -59-

awakened Asia, in which the consumers' demond is beyond cal-
culation, once the desires have been stimuloted by the spread
of modernization methods. Look at the mp. The Soviet Asictic
boundary is the longest frontier in the world. Along that line
steel nlants are going up, new railroads cre shattering the re-
moteness, and vast irrigation »rojects are even now turning

the Central Asicn stepoes into empires of cotton. Moreover,
the Soviets have a shorter 2ll-lond route to the merkets of

tihe East. Theyléarn technique in the West, and teach in the
East. And with their teaching goes not the orthodox church,
but Karl Morx, and menufoctured goods which they are willing

to sell ot a loss to goin political influence. China will

probably be the battlefield of socialism ard capitalisn.

China is at present neutral, just emerging from feudalism.
As you know we inherited our eivil law from Rome, our moral
low from Judaism and Christianity, but our economic lew hes
never been codified. The mochine age has introduced a whole
series of new situctions to thich our 2ld cotegories do not
apply. To my mind, the system that wing the morket of the
East will probably dictate the new politiccl institutions there,
and gein the mass weight necessary to write the lex economica
of the future, the relation of pyblic authority to property,
and of man to the machine.

In the West the Soviets cre protected by the rise of the
common mn. It was the common man who fought the war, and

Though he did not come back to o land fit for heroes, he is
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recching up for power in the economic councils of Zuropean
governments, and in the political activities of trade unions.
There is a certain class solidarity growing up which is hard
to measure. It cuts across internationzl lincs. It is deep
calling to deep. That tendency the Communists hope to inflamc,
to redivide the world from its »resent verticol compartments,
the naticnal states, intc two horizental layers, the capital-
ists ond the lcborers. Thet class interest, however inar-
ticulate in quiet times, is the Soviet defence to the West.

It enables them tn carry the offense to the Xast. I predict

a general assesult to capture the East as soon as Russia is in-
dustrialized.

I believe this world issuee emphasizes anew the prophecy
of Bishliop Berkeley: "Westward the course of cripire takes its
way." Spengler's "Untergang des Abendlandes" may be a pre-
mature suggestion of the twilight of the Furspean godsf Never-~
theless, man in his quﬁst_for raw materials, and spvace, and
sources of economic power, is shifting the arcna to the new
econamic_centers of the Pacific.

And, finally, let me picture the mass of humanity plodding
along the middle of the rcad between the radicals and the con-
scicusly rightecus. Without the radicals »rogress would he
slow., The Bolsheviks may he wrong. The social consequences
of their system seer: abhorrent to most of us. But without
the Bolsheviks the capitalist states would not see the realities
of machine elvilization. We can meet them only by matehing our

brain power against theire.
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NOTES ON THE RED ARLY
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by

Dr. Bruce Hopper

The size of the standing army ..... 562,000

Can put 15 million in the field for defense.

800,000 sumnoned annuvally.
0f these:

200,000 assigned to the RED Army (term of service
two years)

200,000 to the territorial units (undergo military
training for eight months each year during
a period of five years).

340,000~subject to the "extra - army"™ military train-
ing for six months each year during a period

of five years,

Territorials

2,700,000 under arms every year

t 562,000
S5 million plus

Special Troops

The 0 G P N troops - 120,000
Chon (troops of special destination)
Recruited exclusively from members of the Communist
Party, subject to periodical military training outside

of the RED Army, no figures available.
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Convoy troops Guard prisons and accompany the arrested,
subject to regular military training, no figures
available,

Vokhra ~ "Militarized guard"
(a) Railroad guards ) i

) 100,000

(b) Factory guards )

RED Army soldiers, who have coipleted their term of

service, are offered positions in the VOXHRA with an

obligation to serve no less than 2 years.

Auxiliery organization, having for its purpose to link
civilian groups with military activity:

The OSOVIAKHIM (supposedly voluntary membership):

A merger of two organizations:

(a) Oso -~ M"Society to assist the national de-
fense®

(b) Aviakhim - "Society to promote aviation and
chemistry™.

5,725;000 members (among them over one million worzen)
Forms of activity: rifle clubs (over 15 thousands
schools of sniping, aeroclubs, women's clubs of
l1iaison service (over one thousand), groups en-
zapged in the study of military science (over
27 thousand), organization of financial campaigns
for the need of national defense {(over 15 mil-

lion rubles collected).




In 1926 therc were in the RED Army

In

In

In 1913
71,3 percent peasants 69;5
18,1 " workingmen 14,1
10,6 B other groups 16,6

1927 there were among the commuanders of the
army (all ranks):

33,3 percent peasants
20 4 workingmen

26,7 " others

January, 1929 there were in the RED Army
about 110,000 members of the Com. Party
about 135,000 members of the Comsomol

245,000 out of 562,000

Among the commanders of the army (all ranks) there wcre:
51,1 per ccnt members of the Com, Party

4,8 » " N " " (Comsomol,




