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BAVAL OPERATIONS OF THE CLVIL VAR =- Part T.
(At sea and on the coasts)

Yesterday Colonel 'Iright described the more important
aspects of the land campaigns of the Civil ‘far, Today we‘will
examine the major Naval and Joint Operations of that conflict,.

Tn the first section of this presentation I will attemnt
to cover, very briefly, the outstanding activities of the Mavy,
at sea and on the coasts, with the exception of the attacks on
Fort Fisher. The latter, as wecll as the major river operations,
will be discussed by Colonel Peck, later this afternoon,

Colonel Viright discussed the general Political and Economic
factors involved; but I wish to empnasize two points:

The great dependency of the South upon imports and exnorts;
and the significance of Great Britain's attitude in the early
phases,

The Prime Minister of that country openly stated that the
belligerency of the Confederacy had been recognized so that the
Unitecd States might be disrupted and thus made a less dangerous
commercial rival to his country. The interruption of tradc with
the South meant idlesness to British cotton mills, and would also
rcduce her market for many exports. This situation certainly
did not urge England to strict ncutrality.

PSYCHCLGGICAL FACTORD:

About one~fifth of the Navy's commissioned personnel "Went
South," but almost the entire enlisted force retained their al-
legiance to the Union,.

The morale of the Navy was generally good, but therec were



3475=1709 g
571075W SRONS

some supcrannuated and inefficient officers, One captain in
command afloat and the Commandants at Norfoik and Pcensacola wcre
nearly 70 ycars of age. The 5,000 enlisted pcrsonnel werc
reasonably well traincd and cxocrienced but, by the end of the
war, the Navy's enlisted strength had grown from 5,000 to 50,000,
Officors and men worc takon in from the Merchant Marine, wherc
there were, fortunately, many available and, in general, these
recruits proved remarkably satisfactory. Midshipmen then at the
Naval Academy became Lieutenants before they reached the age

of 19,

In the North, after certain incompetents had been weeded
out, the‘officers placed in high command were reasonabdly effi-
cient. Unquestionably, Admiral Farragut was the createst naval
personality of the war,

The North was also most fortunate in its new and efficient
Secretary of the Navy, Gideon Welles, who, although he had no
experience in naval-affairs,ttoqk vigorous hold of the situoation,
He was ably assisted by Mr,. Foi. This gentleman had served in i
the Navy for eighteen yearé and then engaged, very successfully,
in civilian pursuits, Fox was the professional adviser, and
elles had the vision to give him great latitude in planning
operations and in choosing men to carry them out, It was not
the business of secretaries to command but to select commanders,
and, on the whole, these gentlemen exercised remarkable judgment
in their appointments.

In the South the morale was high and there were sufficient
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troined officers for the very limited number of southern ships
but therc werc practically no scamen,

The Confederacy had no ovportunity to develop outstanding
naval leaders although several of their officers, notably
"plabama" Semmes, proved themselves to be very able crulser
warfare captains.,

CEAR..CTER OF THEATE}X OF OPuzATICIG.

The Atlantic Coast of the Confederacy from Cape Henry to
Key "lest covered a distance of aprroximately 1,000 miles. The
fringe of long, low sandy %%lets, extending along most of thais
area, formed sounds and inlets, particularly in North Carolina,
ideally located for use by shallow draft blockade runners vhich
operated from nearby neutral islands.

A glance at the chart of the North Carolina coast shows that
the Sounds may be entered on either silde of Hatteras, but Hatteras
Inlet was the best and most convenient for the distribution of
supplies to the Confederate Army in Virginia, and this arsca
produced large quantities of naval stores and cotton that furnished
ample outbound cargoes. Newbern on the Neuse River and Iforchead,
a four miles to the South, were rail heads.

About one hundred milcs to the southwest, ilmington -~ also
at a rail head - lay on the Cape Fear River protected from sea-
werd by Forts Fisher and Caswell,

Along the Seuth Carolina coast, Georgetown and the Santce
River offered possibilitics, but Charleston with its labyrinth

of intor-connecting sounds and rivers was the idcal port of
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entry., Savannah could also bc rcached through various entranccs
in South Carolina and Northern Goorgia;

Further to the southward along thc Gecorgia and Florida
coasts a similar system of watcrs cxisted but, coxcept for
Cumberland Sound, they were of minor importancc duc to their
distence from the battle area and thcir lack of out-bound cargocs.

From Bermuda and Nassau to the principal ports uscd by the
blockadc runncrs, in North and South Carolina, is somc six hundred
miles,

The Gulf Coast 1s gencrally lor and ¢ither sandy or marshys
Therc arc occasional bluffs, A largc portion of this coast has
sounds and inlcts that can be casily cntered by light draft
vessels; The principal ports werce Galveston; New Orlecans, Mobile
and Ponsacola, The lattcr had an cxcellent bay for a fleot
basce. The Navy Yard herc had been surrcndered to the Florida
Milita prior to the outbreak of war.

Control of the Chesapcake Bay Area was of great strategic
significance as such control would give to the succcssful party
frecdom of action f or both land and sca forces in this vital
theatcr. The Potomac, in particular, was of great importancc;

Duc to the proximity of Washington to the Confederatc lincs and
the doubtcd loyalty of Maryland; it was very dcsirable to maintain

the capitals water line of communicationg

ARMED FORCES.

The North had unquestioncd advantaijes in sea power and

facilitics to incrcasc this advantage but valuable timec was-
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required for the tremendous expansion necessary to make the Navy
an effective weapon against 3,500 miles of sea coast as well as
to furnish essential support to the Army on inland waterways.

At the close of the war, the Federal 1list of vessels showed
nearly 1100 of all types, ranging in speed from l4-knots to 2«
xnots unstream.! Of these, almost half were bullt and half
purchased during the war.

Ylhen Lincoln was inaugurated, the vessels comprising the
ilavy were scattered over the -jorld, with but four ships ifi
Northern waters ready for service. Strange to relate, the three
latest and most powerful steam frigates were laid up.

At this time the Atlantic and Gulf waters of the United
States, including the "est Indies, Mexico and Central Anerica,
were the cruising grounds of a single command. This area ‘ras
now divided into thrce separate commands. The Vest Indies
Squadron was given charge of the nation's intercsts in these
islands as well as in Mexico and Central America.

The Atlantic Squadron's arca included the Atlantic Coast
as far south as Florida. The Gulf Squadron was assigned the
North American Coast from Florida to the Rio Grande.

Some 35 vessels worce built in Southern yards during the war,
the largest being of the TENNISSEE type, about 150 fcet in length,
with iron armor over wooden hulls, The grcat wcakness of all
the Southern ironclads was their propclling machinery.

The number of vocsscls in the Confederatc Statcs Navy =

built, bought, seizcd, or capturcd - rcachcd a total of two
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hundrcd and fifteen but only thrcc of these werc capable of
being usad as actual men-ol-war,

Oover fifty vesscls woere commissioned as commcrce raiders,
including the famous ALABAI'A and SHEUANDOAH. One submarine vas
given a letter of marque and another, the HUNLEY, sank "7rith the
HOUSATOFIC, which she torpedoed off Charleston in 1864,

Privateering was attempted LY the South in the first part
of the struggle, but the lack of accessible home ports and the
early denial of neutral facilities for the disposal of prizes
destroyed hopes of gain; consequently, such activities died a
natural death.

In addition to vessels actually commissioned in the Con-
federate States Navy there were many blockade runners, some
ovned by the Confederacy and others o'med abroad. Some fifteen
hundred of these runners were captured or destroyed during the

war.

LOGISTIC SUPPORT.

The lack of facilities, especially iron vorks prevented
the South from answering the moniters with anything more effective
than iron-plated rams and as previously stated but three of these
were actual matches for the Union vessnels.
The North, after some preparation, was in a position to
turn out ships of all classes.
A Twio distinct types of vessels were employed by the Union

in the blockade operations. These were sailing craft and
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steamers. The sailing craft presented no logistic difficulties
but the steamers required continual refueling and fresh watcr,
It -res quickly proved that each blockading squadron required at
least one base near at hand for such logistic support.

The Confederate naval forces operating in American waters
were never distant from their bases., The commerce raiders de=
pended primarily on sail but when fuel and provisions were
required had but little difficulty in obtaining such supplies

from neutral countries., (Had neutral colliers)

ENEMY COUWSES OF ACTION.

The South was not in a position to conduct offensive naval
operations and confined their fighting craft to defensive acti-
vities in support of their land forces. The IMERRIMAC was an
exception and for a moment threatened the Federal supreumacy at
sea. But tbhe major task undertaken Ly the Confcderate Navy was

comnerce destruction.

DETEREINATION OF COMNANDER'S OUN BuiST COURSiS OIF ACTICON.

V¥r., Lincoln considered, at an early date, the establislment
of a blockade, but there were many objections to this step.
Such @ declaration might andAdid result in the recojnition of
the belligerent rizhts of the Jouth by foreign powers and tended
to antagonize such nations; furthermore, the Navy was in no
position to make a blockade effective.

However, when President Davis invited Southern citizens to

fit out privateers, lr. Lincoln's hand was forced. In two
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proclamations, on the 19th and 27th of April, he declared a
blockade of the entire Southern Coast. This proclamation,
because of the political reasons given previously, was very mud
qualified. Ships would only be seized: ™when approachin~ or
attempting to leave any of the said ports; - the ship must
approach with a view to violate the blockade; - the ship could
be captured only wheﬁZZ%s second attempt to enter the same port."

It was obvious that steps had to be taken to make the
blockade effective, consequently the President convened a board -
"to examine into the topographical and hydrographical peculiar-
ities of the Southern ports, their defenses and their importance
to the Union,"

The Board was composcd of two naval officers, an Armv
Engincer, and a member of the Coast Survey. It was our first
Joint Board.

This Body determined upon two major objectives:

First. To isolate the Confecdoratc Statos wost of the
Mississippi by Joint irmy and Navy opcrations
working up from thz Gulf and effecting a -junction
with similar undertakings working dovm strcam
from the North,

Sccond. To close cvery inlct by which tho products of

the South could find their way into the markels
of the world, thus to shut out not only war
materials but also matcrials esscntial to tho

life of the people.
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Resulting from thesc rccommendations and other conditions,
the tasks cventually assigned the Navy wore:
(1) To blockade the coast from Morfolk to the Rio Grande,
(2) To capture various ports on the coast.
(3) To acquire control of the principal bays and sounds.
(4) To assist the Army in opening the liississippi, and
other rivers.
(5) To destroy all Confederate cruisers that might be
built or hired, and otherwise to protect the com-

merce of the North,.

OPERATIONG.

Immediately after the fall of Fort Sumter the Union Navy
suffered its major disaster of the war, and that without the
firing of a shot.

This was the loss of the Gosport or Norfolk Navy Yard. No
proper steps had been taken to protect the véluable Union pro-
perty in Virginia,

At the last moment, an abortive attempt was made to save
the vessels and munitions of the Union, but Commodore Paulding,
who had charge of this late and ill-directed effort, vas as
nlainly a victim of panic as Commandant HMcCauley. Finally,
measures taken to destroy the ships, munitions, ordnance and
facilities of the yard were poorly planned. The moment the
Northern forces had withdrawvm the local people rushed in,
extinguished the fuses attached to mines, and saved many of the

buildirgs which were just starting to burn.
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The Union lost four ships, ready for sea, includin<s the
later famous MERRINAC, as -7ell as some other vessels, but the
great blow was the cepture of a large number of powerful guns.,

Later Admiral Porter expressed the belief that the Confed;
erates could not have armed their various forticgtions for over
a year had it not been for the capture of the ordnance at
Norfolk and Pensacola.

To maintain control of the Potomac, Commander ‘‘ard, in May,
1861, organized a small flotilla., This flotilla was active and
efficient but the operations of the Confederate Army, culminated
by the establishment of heavy batteries (with guns from ilorfolk
Navy Yard) practically closed the river to navigation by the
middle of October,

In the following spring, the movements of the Army of the
Potomac against Richmond compelled the Confederates to abandon
their posts on the Potomac and the river again came under
Union control,

v~ Returning to the recommendations of the Joint Board, we

see that destruction of enemy cruisers smad the blockade of the

Southern coasts were distinctly naval functions. But to maintain

such a blockade, as well as to lessen the number of Southern
exits to foreign commerce, required the seizure of various
Southern ports and the Zaining of control of important bays
and sounds,

For the latter tasks, joint operations irere in order, both

to insure the capture as well as to hold such points. In this
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case, the Navy had paramount interest strategically, but not
necessarily tactically.

The arrival of the NIAGARA off Charleston early in May,
1861, inaugurated the blockade of that port; but as runners were
passing through inlets of the North Carolina Sounds almost at
will, it was decided to try out the "Stone Blockade" at Hatteras
Inlet, )

This task necessitated joint operations to reduce the two
forts protecting the inlet, Stringham had never been optimistic
as to the success of a 'Stone Blockade" and consequently, after
the forts had been captured, in the last days of August, he
persuaded General Butler, who commanded the troops, to hold
these works. This action not only insured denial of the passage
to the Confederates but gave the Union its first foothold on the
southern Coast and provided a base and entrance to the Sounds.

In the meantime, the Gulf Blockading Squadrons, charged
with all operations in the Gulf as well as to carry out the plan
for the opening up the western rivers from the south, had reached
a strength of twenty vessels, Large forces were placed off
Galveston and New Orleans¢ New Orleans was being used exten-
sively for Southern shipping and

———-—-—--—.—--——————_————,—qw_—-———

(1) One of the first ideas sugzested by the Joint Board was
to block the various entrances to Confederate ports Dy
sinking vessels loaded with stone in the channels,

Flag Officer McKean had sent the steam sloop RICHIMOND, two sail-

ing sloops and a small side wheeler to the head of the passes.

]
Al
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At New Orleans the Confederatzs had housed over an old Boston
tugboat with heavy timbers and railraod iron and fitted her with
an undervater ram of cast iron, naming her the MANASSA8, The
Union forces knew of the MANASSAS but took no precautions and
the latter, in a sortie on 12 October, succeeded in ramming the
RICHI'OND, making a small hole Jelow the water line. This blow,
however, damaged the ram's engines and she steamed slowly back
towards the city.

Fire rafts were now released by the Confederates., These
rafts drifted ashore and did no damage, but they were sufficient
to stampede the Union vessels, In the hurry of retreat, the
RICHMOND and VINCENI'ES grounded on the bar and the latter was
for a time actually abandoned.

Throughout the war the Navy operated continuously on the
Bastern inland waterways. These were usually joint operations
and were conducted either in support of the Army or to consoli=-
date the points captured on the coast.

The work of these units was rarely, ir ever, spectacular,
and there is 1little appreciation of the fact that it wss their
unseen but steady pressure on the flank, as well as their logistic
heln, which saved lMcClellan's Army at Harrison's Landing (follow~
ing the Peninsular Campaign of 1862) and made possible Grantts
campnaign to the southward in 1864,

At their maximum, the Federal Forces in the Eastern inland
waters reached atotal of seventy-five vessels - mostly small

craft, but including some monitors.
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The number of engagements which oécurred in these waters
is so great as to prcclude a dctailed study in this narrative.
Conscquently, we will pass on to the next outstanding eveﬂtoff
the Eastern coasts.

Hatteras Inlet was fairly satisfactory for supporting
oper:tions off the Northern Confederate coast, but there was
no base conveniently located for the units blockading Charleston
and Savannah,

In August, Mr. Lincoln directed that a joint expedition
be prepared to seize such a base. Flag Officer Goldsborough
was ordered to command the North Atlantic Blockading Squadiron,
overating off the VirginiAa and North Carolina coasts, and Flag
Officer DuPont was given the South Atlantic Squadron, which
covered the area from Cape Florida to the Northern boundary
of South Carolina,

The latter officer was directed to seize two bases, making-
his own selection from four that lad been named by the Joint
Board. He was to be assisted by Generafyﬁxw. Sherman, with
twelve thousand troops,

It is interesting to note that DuPont and Captain Davis,
his Chief of Staff, had both been members of the Board and that
General Sherman had studied all the Board!s reports and discussed
them with the Naval Commanders.,

The two Commanders acted on the principle of cooperation,
A paragraph from General Scott!s letter to General Sherman is

worthy of remembrance ;=



3475-1709
5/10/37 - 14 =

"Cordiality and deference on the part of our land
forces toward those of our Navy, in the joint
gervice in question, need scarcely bé enjoined,
To this end free and frequent conferences between
the joint commanders are recommendeds #* 3 3 it

Tn November, 1861, the combined f orce succeeded in capvturing
Port Royal, the objective selected by DuPont and Sherman.

This gave the Navy a splendid base from which to carry on
the blockade. From it naval and military detachments spread
along the coast and effect lodgments in many places, Among
these was Tybee Island off the entrance to the Savannah River,
the occupation of which made the blockade of that important
port much more effective.

While the operations so far described were going on, two
events occurred of great political significance.

The offensive against privateers resulted in the capture
of the SAVANNAH operating under a letter of marque of Mr. Davis.
Hot heads in the Federal Government insisted that such vessels
were pirates, and the crew was actually landed in New York for
trial. The idea was promptly dropped, however, when the Confed-
eracy annourced that Union officers captured at Bull Run were
being held as hostages for the safety of the SAVANNAH's crew.
The Confederates were exchanged and this question did not
arise a~ain.

The other affair was the well known sd zure of Mason and
Slidell, Confederate Commissioners, enroute to Great Britain

on board the British steamer TRENT,
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The action of Captain Wilkes of the SAN JACINTO was widely
acciaimed by the North. Great Britain felt otherwise, however,
and wade preparations for war, actually embarking a large bhody
of troops for service in Canada,

It was oply through the tact of the American Illinister at
St, James, Mr. Adams; and similar tact on the part of Lord
Lyons in Washingt&n that hostilities were averted.

The next operation of imvortance was the combined expedition
against the defenses of Roanke Island and the capture of Albem-
arle and Pamlico Sounds. Port Roanbke was the key to the chain
of waterways from Hatteras Inlet to the Dismal Swamp Canal which
enabled the Confederates to cover Norfolk and maintain their
communications with Richmond; Some heavy iron-clads were under
construction in the Roanoke River and, to protect these, as well
as this important area; many guns had been mounted and sunken
obstructions placed in the Channel.

A Union expedition under Commander Rowan and General
Burnside, captured the forts defending Roanoke Island after a
short engagement on 7 and 8 February and destreyed several
Confederate gunboats,

The two services cooperated whole=heartedly and thus gained
complete control of the Sounds of North Carolina,

The South now prepared to make its strongest and most
spectacular effort to neutralize the sea supremacy of the
Federal Government.

Following a plan suggested by Lieubtenant S.M. Brooke, a
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former Union officer, the partially burned MERRIMAC was raised
and converted into an iron-clad.

The idea of an iron-clad was not new, and at this time
nearly one hundred armored vessels were built or building in
bByrope, but there were no armored vessels in the Unién Navy.

Jork on the MERRIMAC was begun two months after the opening
of war. News of this alarmed the North, and three or four months
later the Navy Department signed contracts for three iron-clads.
The smallest of these = the MOWITOR - was to be completed in
one hundred days.

As each side was well informed of the progress of the other,
there ensued a shipbuilding race of grave importance, The North
had the advantage of superior facilities; the South had a long
start and an intensity of feeling stimulated by the constant
pressure of her enemy.

The MONITOR was bullt at Green Point, Long Island, and left
New York for the Capes in tow of a tug on 6 March%1862. She had
a most dangerous voyage, with many material casualties, but by
great courage and perseverance made the Capes and arrived off
Fortress Monroe just in the nick of time,

The MERRIIIAC, re-ghristened VIRGINIA, had been placed under
the command of Flag Officer Franklin Buchanan, with Lieutenant
(Catesby ap Rogers) Jones as Executive. Her superstructure was
~overed with rolled iron bars and she was fitted with a ram.

The gun crews were selected from artillerymen at Richmond,

On 8 March, in a very one-sided engagement in Hampton

Roads, the MERRIMAC, or rather VIRGINIA, sank the CUMERLAND and
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destroyed the frigate CONGRZSS3. When the iron-clad retired, at
dark, she had lost two men killed; and nineteen wounded; included
among the latter was Flag Officer Buchanan, who turned the vessel
over to Lieutenant Jonesi

To the relief of the despondent Union Forces, the MONITOR
reached Hampton Roads at nine o'clock Saturday evening, and at
eight o'clock the next morning, when the VIRGINIA Stood down to
attack the stranded MINNESOTA; there began the first fight
between ironsclads,- one of the strangest encounters on record.

For four hours the two vessels fought, part of the time
touching each other, without inflicting serious damage and
with only a single casualty.

Twice Jones thought he had silenced the MONITOR's fires
The first time she had simply hauled off into shoal iratery to
hoist a fresh supply of shot into the turret. Later a shell
broke one of the iron logs forming the MONITOR's pilothouse,
throwing splinters into the eyes of Lieuwtenant Worden. Tempor-
arily blinded, and believing that the pilothouse was seriously
disabled, the Union Commander directed the pilotto sheer off,

Ls to whether or not the MONITOR returned to the fray
before the VIRGINIA made for NORFOLK, the sources of information
are hopelessly in conflict. But %the VIRGINIA was leaking forward,
and her pilots insisted that 1€ she did not return to Norfolk
at once she could not cross the bar until the nest day. Jones,
with the advice of his lieutenants, gave the order to return
home .

The panic in Washington and the ¢ities of the Northern
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seaboard which followed the receipt of news of the destruction
of the CUMBERLAND and CONGRZE35 is well known. The battle
between the MONITOR and the VIIGINIA did not end the alarm.
The President ordered that the MONITOR - he not too much ex-
posed', and that she should in no event attempt to proceed to
Norfolk unattended.

As a successful sortie by the VIRGINIA might play havoc
with the movement of McClellan's forces to the Peninsula,
neutralizing the Confederate iron-clad became an& object of
capitd importance: However, the extreme caution shown by the
Union forces on the occasion when the VIRGINIA again offered
battle suggests that the Navy was influenced by the theory
"that containment of the enemy was equivalent to victory."

Nevertheless, the VIRGINIA did not break the blockade and
she was destroyed when the Confederates evacuated Norfolk.

The Federal Navy immediately began the construction of
improved monitors, which were not only useful at home but had
.a wholesome effect on would-be Confederate sympathizers, or
rather, anti-Unionists, overscas.

The next major operation of the Navy was the capture of
New Orleans, plans for which were submitted to the President
by Mr. Fox.

The object of the capture of the city was to permit an
advance up the Mississippi to join hands with the River Squadrons.
The plan was to have a mortar flotilla bombard the forts below

the town; then for wooden ships to run past these forts and take
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possession of the city, which was to be held by ten thousand
troops., The Department's concept was therefore a purely naval
attack. The proposition at thc time was considered one of the
boldest and secemingly most foolhardy plans that had ever been
seriously contemplated. Its succcssdepended entirely uvon the
sclcction of a fcarless and well balanced commander. -Thce whole
navy list was scanned to be the one best fitted.

Farragut, in the HARTFORD, reached the base at Ship Island
in the latter part of February, 1862, and for two months ver-
fected, with General Benjamin F, Butler, the arrangement for
attack,

About the middle of April, leaving Butler and his troons
at Ship Island, he moved his Squadron of 43 vessels up ©to a
point just below Forts Jackson and St. Philip, which were at the
head of the passes, some 70 miles below New Oreleans,

For six days and 6 nights, the mortar boats, under Porter,
bombarded Fort Jackson. "

Then becoming very doubtful as to reducing the forts with
ships, Farragut changed his plans and decided to run by. The
weight of tradition and long-established rules of war vere
against the proposition of running the forts and the consensus
of opinion among the officers of the squadron was by no means
in favor of 1it,

Opposing Farragut were the two forts on opposite sides of
the river (where the latter formed a sharp bend), a force of

river steamers, some fire rafts, channel obstructions, a floating
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battery, some weak fortifications further up the river, a few
thousand militiamen in the city itself, and the almost comoleted
iron-clad LOUISIANA of sixteen guns, This ship was said to be
the 1.o0st powerful vessel afloat and, if completed in time, might
well have been a match for Farragut'!s entire squadron, Fort-
unately for the North, her propelling machine?%as yet inoperative
and she could act only as a floating battery during the battle.

On the night of April 24th, Farragut, with seventeen ships,
stood up the river, He left his mortar schooners and several
other craft below, but these vessels were to bombard the fort
during his passage,

After an eventful engagement with the forts and Confederate
ships - interspersed with collisions = fire rafts = ramming -
and entanglement with logs, thirteen vessels of the fleet, con-
siderably damaged, reached Quarantine, just as day was breaking,

Fapragut then Sent word to General Butler to proceed to a
point five miles above the defenses, and from there to proceed
in gunboats to New Orleans, The forts, thus cut off from their
suoplies, would ultimately be starved out and captured.

Farragut pushed on for New Orleans, overpowered the remain-
ing fortifications enroute, and reached the city the next day.

General Butler acted with energy, and three days after the
naval engazement his vanguard of four hundred men reached Quar-
antire., The same night a mutiny occurred in the lower forts,
and part of their garrisons surrendered; the next day the forts

themselves surrendered. Two days later Butler arrived at New

\
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Orlesns, and on May lst, Farragut turned the city over to him,

By the summer of 1862 the South retained only four ports
of importance - Mobile and Galveston in the Gulf; and Wilmington
and Charleston on the Atlantic.

It was decided that the main effort of the Gulf Squadron
would be on the Mississinpi, - that DuPont should attack
Charleston, =~ ard that the blockade of Mobile, Galveston and
Wilmington was to be maintained.

Blockade running at these points had been reduced to
specially designed small, low, fast craft. This type was dif=
ficult to capture but, on the other hand, could transnort but
small amounts of goods.,.

In January, 1863, two Confederate rams made a sortie from
Charleston, captured a Union ship, and badly damaged another
before retiriné. The South, backed by foreign Consuls and the
Captain of a British warship at Charleston, claimed that the
blockade had been raised, However, the Federal vessels were on
station the following day and this force was promptiy strengthened
b7 the arrival of the NET IRONSIDES and two monitors,

At the insistence of the Department, on April 7th, DuPont |
attacked the forts with seven Ericsson monitors, the iron-clad
cruiser NEW IRONSIDiS, and the experimental monitor KEOKUK. An
obstruction across the entrance, supposedly equipped with mines,
deterred the captains f rom engaging as closely has had been
planned, But the fight, which lasted for an hour, was as hot
as anyone might wish, &l though suspected shoal water kept the

powerful NEE IRONSIDES eut of range,
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As darkness approached, DuPont gave the signal to withdraw.,
His ships had been hit four hundred and thirty times; the KEOKUK
was sinking; and five other monitors were more or less dameged.,
During the night buPont decided not to reveat the attack. - Ve
have met with a sad repulse,” he said, "I shall not turn it into
a great disaster."

Later, formidable joint operatlons were conducted against
Charleston, and after extensive efforts several of the.forts
were reduced, Entrance to the harbor was never gained, dut the
port was closed to blockade runners. It was mot until 1865 that
General Sherman, assisted by feints from seaward, outflanked the
city and forced its evacuation. In all, the naval operations
here, cost the Federals twenty-two vessels,

In 1864, the Confederates held Galveston and lMobile in the
Gulf. The former was of no great advantage; but Mobile was well
connected both by rail and water with important points of the
South,

Farragut had early recommended that operations be conducted
against Mobile, but the Department kept him employed on the
Mississippi until the surrender of Port Hudson in July, 1863,

He theanreturned to New York for a much needed rest,

Now the wisdom of his recommendation was becoming more and
more apparent.

Since the fall of New Orleans the defenses of Mobile had
been greatly strengthened and the Confederates ‘rere building a
formidable ram which would not only be capable of adding mater-

ially to the defenses of the bay but might welldrive the block-
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ading squadrons off.

Consequently, in January, 1864, Farragubt retuned to the
culf with orders to institute operations against this important
point before the ram TENNES3Z® i could be completed.

The city of Mobile is situated thirty miles from the Gulf,
The entrance was between Mobile Point and Dauphin Island., Fort
lorgan, the principal defense, was located on the Point; Fort
Gaines was on the Island. The distance between these forts was
three miles. Between the Island and the mainla nd were only
shoal channels, .and the deepest of these was protected by a
small earth work - Fort Powell. The Channel between Fort Morgan
and Dauphin Island, except for a narrow gate a hundred yards
from the Fort, was further protected by spiling and a triple
row of torpedbes (which would now be knovn as contact mines).

After a reconnaissance, Farragut reported that he would
require an iron-clad and about five thousand troons to make a
successful attack. It was not until the last of July that troops
arrived and August 4th that the f our monitors assigned resorted.
On the fifth Farragut advanced to the assault.

Had he attacked without the iron-clads, disaster would have
ensued, but now the TENNESSZE was ready.

The latter had been designed solely for the special work
in Mobile Bay. She was heavily armored and well protected from
everything but ramming. Her battery consisted of six long-range
ritfaied! guns, and she carried ¢ formidable ram, Her main vreakness

-ras her engines, vwhich gave ner but six knots. In addition to
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the ram, the Confederates had three river gunboatss The defenses
at Mobile were therefore much stronger than those Farragut had
encountered at New Orleans.

Farragut wished a westerly wind to blow the smolke from the
ships on to the forts, and a flood tide to carry any damaged ships
past the defenses, Both conditions were present on the day of
battle,

The plan called for the light vessels to be lashed to the
port sides of the heavy wooden ships; the monitors were to take
station shead of and to starboard of the main column.

When the TENNESSEE opened fire, Captain Craven in the
TECHLSEH saw that he could not pass inside the buoy which marked
the limit of the minefield, so he headed across the mines dir-
ectly for the ram. The monitor was seen to yaw to port and then
plunge, bow foremost, to the sottom. The BROOKLYN, sighting ob-
jects in the water, stopped and backed, fouling the HARTFORD and
throwing the entire column into confusion, Here it was that the
flood tide saved the day. The ships drifted in the right
direction.,

Farragut signalled the BROOKLYN to proceed and swung the
HARTFORD and her consort close under the stern of the BROOKLYN,

A shout was heard that there were torpedoes. "Damn the
torpedoes," exclaimed the Admiral, and ordered the HARTFORD
full speed ahead.,

The HARTFORD was now leading the column and the BROOKLYN

attained position astern, Admiral Buchanan headed the TENNESSEE
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for the HARTFORD, but the latter easily avoided the ram and,
returning her fire, continued up the Bay. The TENHESSEL, unable
to keep up, paralleled the Union column heading dovm strean.

The FONCNGAHELA sheered out and attempted to ram, but the Con-
federate iron-clad received only a glancing bhlow,

A broadside from the HARTFORD drove two Confederate gunboats
under the guns of Fort Morgan; another Confederate gunboat
surrendered,

Three hours after getting underway, the fleet had vassed
the Fort and the HARTFORD was anchored in the middle of the
Channel,

It was Farragut's intention to attack the TINNLISSEZ after
breakfast, but Buchanan immediately advanced against the HARTFORD,

Three wooden ships attacked the iron-clad in rapid succes-
sion,.but the Northern shot glanced harmlessly off the iron
sides. However, the arrival of the remaining monitors changed
the situation and under their heavy fire, the TENNESSEL became
helpless, Buchanan, badly wounded, ggain turned over hiis command
this time to Johnston, In half an hour, unable to bring a gun
to bear, the latter surrendered and the Battle of Mobile Bay
was over,

The Union Army forces, under General Granger, had landed
one thousand five hundred men on Dauphin Island (on the 3rd);
consequently, the forts were doomed., Fort Powell was blown up
and Forts Gaines and Morgan surrendered,

Although the city had not been captured, the Bay was under
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conplete control of the Union arms and that port ceased to exist
as a source of supplies for the Confederacy.

Except for Wilmington, North Carolina, the Southern coast
was now thoroughly bottled up and the blockade was actually
throttling the Confederacy.

The Confederates had now completed the ram ALBEMARLZ on the
Roanoke River and this one vessel was threatening the Union
control of the Sounds. But Lieutenant Cushing in a daring ex-
ploit destroyed her. With the ALBE, :RL7, out of the -ray Plymouth
was recaptured and the blockade remained effective,

hile the North was exerting every effort to make the
blockade more and more effective, the South resorted to the only
possible retaliation - Cruiser 'iarfare.

The latter was of.necessity the weapon employed by the
South. It was much more strilzing and romantic than the prosaic
dav-after-day blockade and has been the subject of much discus-
sion, not only because of the blow to the carrying trade of the
United States, but because of the long controversy with Ingland
which was ended by the Treaty of "Tashington and the Geneva award.

This is too well knovmn to discuss here, but we may recall
that of the total of nineteen cruisers that succeeded in making
captures of Union vessels , eleven were incorporated in the
claims for damages before the Gencva Commissioners. The amount
claimed for direct damages c aused by these eleven vessels on
account of the destruction of ships and cargoes was over

Seventeen millions of dollars, all of which except four millions
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was caused by the cruises of the ALABAMA and SHEFAWDOAH.
Considering that almoét all losses inflicted on Union
shipping were due to these vessels, it is a fair estimate that
the entire direct losses amounted to around Twenty millions of
dollars.
The Indirect damage caused by the cruisers included:

(1)

Transfer of American shipping to neutral flags.

(1) About 803,303 tons,
Diversion of carrying trade to foreign vesselS(Z),.and
Enhanced war insurance premiums.(S)

One very indirect loss, mentioned by the United States case
against Great Britain, was the expenditure for the pursuit of
these cruisers. Some fifty Union vessels were, at one time or
snother, engaged in the search for Confederate commerce destro-
yers.

It would appear at first that the Federal Government was
very lax in protecting its commerce, but it must be remembered
that the blockade rightly demanded first consideration.

The Secretary of the Navy in his Report of 1864, stated:

"1t has been the policy of this Department, rigidly
adhered to under all circumstances and from which it

has not allowed itself to be diverted, never to permit
the efficiency of the blockade to be impaired."

The great success of the ALABAMA was 1in a large measure
due to the fact that she was operating, in the main,, against
sailing vessels which of necessity stuck to the sailing routes.,

Also Semmes carefully calculated the long time required for
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word of his operations to reach the Federal Government, and
then shifted his hunting grounds before Union cruisers could

reach the scene:¢ Furthermore, these Southern

(2) In 1860, two-thirds of tlire commerce of New York was
carried in American bottoms: 1in 1863, three-quarters
was carried in foreign rogistercd ships.
(3) over $1,000,000,
commerce destroyers could keep the seas for long periods, os
most of their passages - and even captures = were made wnder sail

The final destruction of the ALABAILL by the KUAISARGL wvas
in many vays unique and the recriminations that ensued, including
the DEERHOUND episode, are very interesting. IHowvever, these
are so well known that they will not be reviewed here., Suffice
it to say, that the only important error in judsment made by
Semmes was in accepting action with Viinslow, but such an error
was a difficult one for a man of courage and pride to resist.

The night following Grant'!s capture of Petersburg, Abrcham
Lincoln spent on Admiral Portert!s flagship - the MALVERIT. Lying
in the James was the Confederate States Navy -~ three iron-clads
and five wooden vessels under "Alabama" Semmes, now an Admiral,
This force with the batteries on the bluffs, as well as the
obstructions placed in the river by the Federals, prevented a
further advance by the Union Navy; but the presence of Porter
held Semmes impotent,

Mr. Lincoln waiting for the evacuation of the Confederate
capital, asked if the Navy could not do something to make history

of this occasion. The Admiral answered that it was doing its
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duty in containing the enemy's iron-clads. "But", said the
President, "can't we make a noise?" Porter opened rire and in
twenty minutes the Confederate vesscls blew up - entirely due to
steps taken by their own crews.

With this - its first and last spectacular act — the Navyts

work was donee..

SUMIARY OF NAVAL OPERATIONS OF THE CIVIL VAR,

PThe naval tactics employed in the Civil Var bear but little
rescmblance to those of today, but - despite this, and the fact
that the major efforts were on land - the war was an exccllent
example of the effectiveness of sea power.

Without the economic pressure of the blockade and the
assistance given the Army on the inland waterways,.there is no
doubt but that the South could have at least prolonged the
struggle., It must, also, be remembered that the Union Navy was
a strong factor in discouraging any would-be Confederate Allies
over sea.

On the other hand, as in the Yorld VWar, the possibility of
commerce destruction on a grand scale by a distinctly inferior

sea power was clearly demonstrated.
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