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dcadn 4% i nmy privilege and plessure to testify to and one
press my appreciastion of the conslstently offiolent atteatlon to
duty of the Ohief of Staff and the offivers of the Jtaff of the
teilege. While the numsrisal strength of the Stalfl has not, dupre
ing this year, boen subjest to the attprition vhich nevesserily wos
Imposed lust your, o sortaln pereentage of loss has, owverthelens,
beon oosanioned by ewergensy desend for serviess of officers alse-
where. The odditionmsl tunden thrust wpon those wio hnve pecalined
- has besn offestivoly assuned as a matber of cvurse and there has
boen no interforence with smooth operstion.

tue also to the smergoney,; the mimerieal strength «¢f the
gradusting olassee s pctwwhat Delow that of former yoars, I mm
heppy %o sey, hwwever, thet sxisting orders of the Havy Separiment
will ensupe that the muwsber of officers who pass tiwough the
gollepe during the soming yesr will Ye mors thas four times the
mazmber of thoge who reoelve thelyr diploams todey.

The olvilisn employess have performed their dutivs with tiw
seme loyal officlency that alweys sharacterizes thelr efforiss I
am hagpy to sey that the value of this tralned dDody of assistonts
kas been fully recognized by higher authority. There has boen no
éispesition to dlsrupt thls orgunisation eoven in smmrgency ond
nong agpours in prospuct, The individusls who compose LY, neny
of them 1dentified with the Collepe for more than twenty years,
have contributed mush to this fnstitutions Whoy fully werli the
sommendation shileh ¥ an now happy o bostows

Todny merks 9 olose of the B6th year of the existense
of the Hoval War (ollege. PFrom the standpoint of inberna-
tionel affeirs the year has bewn, without questlon, the most
moentous of its long dereer. From the etandpeint of the
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epperbunity to keep du olose touch with the progrese of
evenkes ebroad; and te study the pessidle relation of thease
evants to our dwn Gomestlo wellare and sescurity, it has une
doubtedly boen the most profitedle, It may, with propriety,
be stated thab every sdventage bas Deen taken of this oppore
unlity and that waeh benelfit of both a prectical and a fundas
mental character has been derived,

The studont of warfare and oven tho obparver win views
the mareh of thase portentous svents Alspassionstely, if
thera b any sush, osnnet fedl %o Le profoundily Lupressed
with the thorcughnens, the swilftness, the precision, of the
wayfare of the preawmnt dey. Bere is being demonstrated
the development of u tectmique, to the highest peair the world
has over known, vwhich euploys modorn wespons on a Hundasentally
oscund basiss Thers hes doen e amiselon, ne fallure to faoe
the faots: Inatend, every mdastulte of the past has bLeen
turned to good acsount in the presmnt, & prosedure siways
bound to Lo profitable when one 1s willing to coufese & nmige
Calod

Jertalnly, this dewnstration of the epplication of funw
danentels to modern teshnique muasb be egquslly Lmpressive of
the danger that thrcatens ouwr own institutions, Thoeo in-
stitublons, being themselves fumismentally in direod opposile
tion to the comeepts and dootrines of potentinl foss, are
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booons & vesognized sourcw of oveieinevensing fristlon. It
iz for tiely perpetuation of these, and not alone for the proe
tectlon of our ifves amd property, that the offorts of this
povornment wre belng proseouted. It 4s teuw that swr forew
fathers, seciting the enjoyment of these inphtitutions In o now
land, ware froquently foresd to withdraw b the stoukede in
the inberost of self protestion, Ones lmside, they resisted
Indisn attask as Deat they could, completely deprived of the
froodom whioh thoy had hitherto enjoyed. Dub ab best they
wers only temporarily safe and, sven then, thelr avops not
infrequently wore dostruyed, thelr land raveged, snd thelr
Llives losb. It wos mot watll the Jdanger hed bBoen capletely
removed, and romoved not By shoubing at the foe through the
loophioles bub by efford emerted fmr bDeyond the gonfines of the
stoolade, that there could o permanent retwn to normal purs
suitss There appoars %o Do foud for thought in thw faect that
depurtures from the fundsmental meaning of the word "defense”
ags ot inlrequently volsed todays History teashes that it ia
wise to fopsstall attesk rether than to swalt 1%,

And so, ot this wost oritisal stage in the history of
the wapld, anvther Yody of exporisuced snd responsidle offiscers,
with thelyr professicnel Judgment fertified by tholy studiss
here, gees forth to new duties. I bave already privatoly oxe
prosssd to thes my appreciation of thelir epplication wd Sndusw



try, ond ny conviction that they hove talen full adventage of
thely opportunities. X mow pudlicly say to them “Well dens®
and wish then overy suscess. Sohooled in thw fundenentals

of the wwrfare of BToday they are preépared to apply them in

torms of modern tesimique. Thoy go to join those other grade
ustes of this Coilege who, in this hour of need, are to be

found In a3} the highest cowmatsd positions, sfloat end ashore,
which 1t 1s the provinse of the Havy to S,

The College is particularly honored toduy Ly the presence
of the Seeretary of the Havy and these greduating olasses
are particularly to be envied in that they eve Lo reselive
thetr dlpleoms ot his bends, He has aod en exmmple of per=
sonal selfessopifics which all of ug will do woll to emlale,
His fesrless ubterinses have resounded arcund the worid.
His warning to unfyliendly nmations is that of the rattlesnule
flag of our oo forefethers, "tontt tread ¢n me.* It ia my
privilege and plessurs to present the fonorable Frank Kooxe






