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TALK ON THI HISTORY OF TiHE WAR COLLLGE

By Rear Admiral S.3.Luece, U.3.0.

The question has heen asked why fhe War College and the
Treining Station were placed so near each other on one small
igland, as if, in this broad land of ours, there were not suf-
ficient space for each to heve its own particulsr habitat.

The early history of the two Institutions are closely interwoven.

In 1863 (to go teck to whet seems like ancient history), on
iy return from the Prectice Cruise in the MACEDONIAN, Commodore
Blake , then superintendent of the Waval Academy, at that tiuo
in the Atlantic Hotel, Touroc Park, Newport,'R. I., invited me

to accompany him on & drive to look at & siFfe on Coasters Harbor

Island for a new building for the Naval Academy. ilr. George 5

Mason, en architect of Hewport, made one of the party. Ilir. :ﬁ
Mason was then engaged in preparing plans under the Commodore's
directions for the building; for there were good reasons them

for thinking that the Naval Academy would remsin at Hewport

pe manently.

(I may say right here, by way of parenthesis, that the
Academy in all probability would heve remained here but for
political reasonse laryland wanted the Naval Academy once more
to be within her borders. An agreement was entered into between
Senator Reverdy Johnson of Maryland, and Senator Grimes, Chuir-
man of the Senate Haval Committee, by which the Acaderny wes to
be restored to Anmapolis, and that it should mot be moved with-
out the consent of Congress, the act of May 21, 1864, was passed
which established it at -Annapolis by law.)

The proposed site wss on Cossters Harbor Islsnd.

As we stood on the hipghest point of the Island, that part

where the reservoir wos built, and looked upon the broad ex-
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panse of the waters of Harragensetl Bay, the Comodore Srew very
eloguent upon the many advantages of the hrabor qmc¢ bay as a naval
station, and the perfect adaptability of the site where we stocd
for a Navel Acsdemy. The very favorable impression made upon my
mind at that time was never effaced.

During the practice cruise in the MACEDONIAN just referred to
I had an opportunity, which I/ had long desired, of seeing some-
thing of the Inglish and French methods of training naval appren-
tices. On my return home I mode a rep ort upon the Znglish'train-
ing system; but the Havy Devartment took no interest in the sub-
ject and so the matter dropped, that is, for the time being; b’u‘f
in 1875 a system of training was established. Time passed, vhen,
in 1878, 1 found myself on hoard the MINNESOTA which, at tha*
comprised our entire traianing sjys tem. The practice then was to
anchor the MINJESOTA off West 23rd Street, Horth River, durimg the
summer, snd in vinter tie her up to a wharf at the Wew York Havy
Yard. Commodore J. We Ae Nicholson was then in command of the
yard. It soon became clear to me that the presence of the MINIE-
SOTA at the Nevy Yard was considered a nuisance, and that some
other place must be found where the boys under training could be
lended for drilling under 'arms and for the purposes of recreation,
without thefear of disturbing eny one. The Naval Station at New
London seemed to offer all the advantages desired. On the 22nd
Lecember, 1879m we left the New York Yard end, in due time, were
comfortably moored at the wharf of the New Lond on Stat ion, where
we spent the remsinder of the winter. With certain advantages of-

Ldie ?
fered by New London there were coupled certain decided advantages

’

the latter predomimating to a large extent. To my mind the fact of

. \.‘} . "
the ship being tied up to a wharf for so long & time was an insup-

erable objection.
We passed a de lightful winter at New Loundon, bubt as a place

for a training station I left it wit hout regret.
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The wumner of 1880 found the INHE30TA 2t Hampton Roads.
There was a great gathering there, including the President, Mr.
Rutherford B. Hayes; Secretary of the Navy, Mre. Richard Thomson;
Commodore English, Chief of Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting
(undef whom came the training ships) and others of more or less
notes For some reason not known to me, there was a disagreement
between Secretary Thompson snd Commodore English which disposed
the latter to listen to any suggestion regarding the MINNESOTA.
That suggestion was that the MINNESOTA should have an-abiding
place —a locus — of her owm. As a consegvence g bhoard, of
which Commodore English was President, was ordered to examine sand
feport upon .a suitable place for & Naval Training Statione That
Board,. under date of December 4, 1880, reported in favor of Coast

ers Harbor Island. The City of Newport forthwith ceded the is-

land to the State of Rhode Island and the State, in turn, ceded
the praperty to :the United States. I do not mean to convey the
idea thet I bad anything whatever to do with bringing this about.
But by a singular train of ewnts over which I lad no comftrol
whatever, it was decided by an impartial Board of officers that
Coasters Harbor Island was the best place for the headquarters
of the training sys tem.

In pretty much the seme way it came to pass that & Board
of officers, after mature consideratiom:; reported that Coasters
Harbor Islend was the best place for the War Colleges When tie
latter report was made the igland was practically uninhsbited
save by lir. Whaley, who had been Superintendent of the Poor House
and who was retained in the capaeity of farmer. For it must bte
remembered that thé Training Service was at that time entirely
afloat. The N&YW HAMPSHUIRE had been sent to Newrmort for the ex-
press purpose of being used as a Stationary school ship and |
no thought was entertained of attempting the treining, on shore,
of wys intended for life on board ship. Hence it wes concluded
that there was plenty of room for the College on the. islend snd
for the training service in the horbor on board ship. XNo one

3

B




at that time could love foreseen that the sﬁip was to be aban-
doned and th: whole primary school of mavel training for young
geamen would be in barracks on shore* I did not believe in thui
plan in the beginning, and subsequent experience lhas only con-
firmed me in thét belief. But I hed no power to chsnge the
trend of events. ~ Thus it is that we find the Woar College and

the Training Schook on this Island.

There were many minor. incidents connected with thé carly
days of the Training Station as well as of the College tiat
illustrate the dfficulties we had .to contend with and our “very
peculiar methods of nevel sdministration. While still in command
of the training ships, one day I received the following letter
from the Departmente.

"Navy Depar tment,
Washington, Auvgust 3, 1881.
Sir:-

-In view of the large number of desertions from
the Training Ships, and the complicetions that have
arisen smong the officers of tle Fleet, it seems
proper that at the earliest practicable moment as
Jarge & portion of your command asg you can proper-
ly detsil for that duty, should set sail for other
portds Occupation and a change of scene will soon
obliterate discontent in the minds of the boys. The
attractions of Newport, so great to officers, seem
to be growing infections with the boys; and you
will, so far as you deem expedient, not lemd them
into such temptatioms.

Very respectfully,
/s/ William H. Hunt,
Secretory of the Havy.
Captain S.Be.luce, U.3.0.,
Commanding Apprentice Sqguadron,
UeS+Flagship Constitution,
Newport, R. I.

I camot, even now, after a lapse of 25 years, read that
letter without & feeling of amusement. I made no reply to it or
noticed it in any way in so far as my wmemory serves me. 3But,
amusing as it is in one sense, it yet demands serious considera=~
tion. The Secretary of the Navy, new to his office and totally
unfemiliar with navel affairs, could not possibly know that hils

entire letter was based on newspaper reports, the falsity of which

could have been readily exposed.

There was not a large number of "desertiong" from the
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training ships.

There were no "canplicatims" among the officers.

Thére was no "discontent" in the minds of the boys —; none
at least that were noticeable.

The "atbractions of Newport" were not great to tle officers,
~and those attractions, whatever they may Imve 5een, were not
growlng infectious with the boys. It is hardly necessary to ssay
here that "attractions™ which might appesl to officers would mot
be likely to influerce a young apprentice. It is difficult to
understand how one could believe that there existed between
officers and spprentices any such relations as implied by the
cecretary's letter.

I may edd that I did not deen it expedient to lesd the ap-
prentices into "such temptations”.

The pity of it is that the false allegations on Which‘the
Secretary's letter was based, were made, or suggested, by a naval
officer or officers, one of ourselves. Iy reason for giving this
letter now, is simply to illustrate ounr methods of naval cdminis-
tration, and to show how ill advised it is to ploce certain matters
of naval administration in the hands of & gentleman in civil 1life,
“utterly and entirely unfemiliar with nawal affairs and the customs
of the sea service. The easrly history of the Tar College furuish-
s & similar example. The Secretary of the Nﬁvy, wholly unacquaint-
ed with the conditions of affairs here, acted on the suggestions of
officers inimical to the College and those who had to do with it.
It was on just such ex~-parte eVidenée, or, let us say, misrepresentu-
tims, that one Secretary of the Nevy removed the College from this
island, and another was oan the point of abolishing it altogether.

In 1888 the Department'requested" the President of the War
Gollege to 1limit the College term to three momths. This 1limit
the Department thought would not impair the College Co@rse,inas-
much as there were less than an average of two lectures de-

livered a day, excluding Saturdays. With this order was a
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memorandum both of Which.fhe Departmont prowptly gove to the nress,
gtating thet Congress had decided to tramsfer the College to the
Torpedo Statiom, in the iunterests of both instifutions. And the
Secretary added "I do not deem the present arrangement wise or
sensible; and I have not seen anyone who does." The facts were
simply thet the transfer of the College by Congress was done afi
the instance of the Secretary himself; it was soon shown that

the transfer was not in the interests of both institutions, but
rather the contrary; and the reason why the Secretary had not

gseen enyome who deemed the present plan sensible was because he

did not want to see thems The College faculty was not consult-

ed. The Secretary's order came"like a2 bolt out of thé blue sky"
end cut off thirty leetures already prepared or in the course \
“of preparatim*® It was very clear that the Secretery was adting k
on the suggestions of officers inimical to the College.
The most serious of all the efforts of those in suthority
to injure the College ~— the one thet threatened the very ewxict-
ence of the College itself -~ occurred in 1893. In July of that
yveer the Secretary himself came here for the avowed purpose of
breaking up ﬁhe.College. The building wes wanted by the officers
of the Training Station; the two sets of quarters at the Eastern
end of the College were already occupied by officers of the Training
Station and the Commanding Officer publicly declared that "in six
- months the apprentice boys would be eating their grub in the War
College™. The deys of the College now indeed seemed numbered.
Heppily, as in the days of o0ld, curses were turned to blessings.
"What hast thou donef?" cried Balak, King of Moab, to tie proplet,
, as they looked upon the hosts of Isreel on the plains below, "I took
_ thee to curse mine enemies, and behold thou hast blessed them
altogether"”. 'The Secretary said "I ceme here to break up the Var
College; but now L am going to do 211 I cen to assist it". And

he did.
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I will read the memorandus just as it was given to me,
with the exception that I have given (in bracketg) names of the
officers referred to.

Memorandum in Relation to the War College.

In July, 1893, & naval officer interested in the success
of the War College (Captain McCella) called uwpon the offic-
er temporarily in charge (Captain C.H. Stockton) =nd lesrned
from him that there was imminent danger that the College
would be abolished. The.grounds for the apprehension were
the well-known hostility of the Chief of the Bureau of Nav-
igation, (Ceptein P. M. Remsey), a quite rmcent visit of
inszection by that officisl (who was spendirng his leave at
Jamestown) and the public statement mepde by the Commanding
Officer of the Training Station (Captein F. Il. Bunce) to
the effect that "in six months my boys will be eating their
gruh in the lecture room of the War Col]evcn"

Hoping that some good might c¢cme from an indirect
personal effort to nlace before the Secretary of the Iavy
(Mr. HoA.Herbert) the true objects of the War College, the
of ficer gbove mentioned wrote to the Commanding Officer
of the DOLPHIY (ILt. B. H. Buckinshsm), an excellent offic-
er and one entirely in sympathy with the War College, ask-
ing him to do what he could to prevent the consummation of
the plot to .gbolish the institutiom.

Shortly after the Secretary of the Nevy embarked on
board the DOLPHIN, in August 1893, the Commending Qfficer
called his attention to Ceptain I han'g "Influence of Sea
Power upon the French Revolution and Xmpire", andé so in-
terested the BSecretary in its contents, that the latter
read it carefully.

The day before the DOLPHIN arrived at Washington in
September, the Secretary of welmwzsmt'%xtM3er
mending Officer and said in substance, "I want to tell
you that when I started out on this trip, I meant to break
up the War College, but I mve read this ook (lfshen's vol-
umes sbove referred to), which alone is worth all the mmey
that has been expended on the War College; fmd now I intend
to do all I cen to assist it".

Mré¢ Herbert was as good ag his words. In his address. hefore
the War College Class, August 10, 1896, he spoke in part as folloews

'In conclusion, Mre* President end gentlemen, I am glad
to have the 0pportun1ty of making tne contrlhutlon in-
gignificent as it is, to the literature of the War Col-
lege, & grain of mustard seed cast into what I know to.
be fertile soil.

This institution is at last, I think, on a sure found-
ation and destined to become a pemsnent feature in our
naval sdministrations TFor its present position and future
prospects it is indebted primerily to the officers who
have had it in charge, and gecondarily to the zeal and fidel-
1ty@1th which those sent here, yoar after year, have lent
themselves to the honest work.they found awaiting them
within these wallse The Navy, for this College, owes g
debt of gratitude to Admiral ILuce, who wss its early and
fast friend; to Cap tein Ilishan, who made a world-wide rep-
utation by the lectures he delivered here; and to Captein
Taylor, who hag brought it to its present state of effi-
ciency in practical work.
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The opinion wae once widely entertsined thot this Col-

“lege was intended for a post-graduate cours2 and that,

this being so, it should be located, if allowed to exist
at all, at the Naval Academy. I was of thig oplnion my-
self until three years ago on a personal visit I inspect-
ed its workings and examined fully into its plens and pur-
poses. Then I discovered what the public is beginning to
understand, and what the Navy itself is now coming fully
to appreciate, that it is: in no sense a post-graduate
course that is being pursued in these walls; that not
only are the theory and art of war being thoroughly studied
and developed here, but knowledge is beingacquired and
practical informetion is being smassed without which the
Navy Department cennot possibly, in the event of War, u-
tilize the naval resources of our country.

Ships and guns, and torpedoes and men, are all of little
use unless officers know how to fight them. Individual
ships, however bravely and skilfully they msy be handled
and. fought, can accomplish but little if officers do not
know when, where and how to digspose - of them; while et the
same time skill in handling, courage in fighting, snd knowledge
of the proper disposition of ships in battle will often all
be of little avail without continual and prompt supplies
of everything needed in the exignecies of war, &ll of which
must be reckoned for beforchand. Buccessful war means all
of these things and more besides. It means, if the exigen-~
cy requires, the exertion by & nation of its utrmost power,
the utilization of all its resources, the tapping of every
gource of :supply, the employment of every manufactory, ev-
ery ship and every man that can be useful, and¢ 211 this
with the utmost promptitude and dispatch. Further than
this, plans of attack and defense must be devised, snd
these cannot bo successfully made without the most accu-
rate knowledge of hearbors, inlets, safe and unsafe wog-
sages, tides and everything else pe rteining to the possi-
ble theatres of impend ing wer. A study of these and of
still other problems constitute the work which, I sm gled
to say from a careful personal inspection of results, you
have been successfully performing during the years just
passed. I congratulete you, gentlemen, and you particular-
ly, Mre« President (the late Rear Admirel H. C. Taylor),

‘upon the results you have achieved. For myself, I shall

rejoice, if when I shall lay down the office I now hold,
it can be seaid I contributed, in such manrer as I could,
to the successful workings of this institution.

" This frank and manly edmission by Mre. Herbert of his former

error in judging of the College on insufficient groundg; and the
very handsome menner in which he atomed for thet error, redound
greatly to his credit.

I may say here, bhefore leaving this part of the subject,

that Admiral Porter was one of the strongest andé most comsistent

friends of the College us he was of the Training Service, but the

Navy Department had no use for him after the Civil War, except

when 1t got into a tight place.
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- The Burcau of Havigation, on the other hand, was so much
dpposed to the College that it (the'Céllege) was transferred from
that Buresu and placed under the Asgistant Secretary of the Navy,
who was known to be friendly to the College. Another one of the
many curiosities of our system of noval administrafion was that
the Bureau of Navigation showed such a hostile spirit in regard
to the Treining Service that it was finally teken from that Bu-
reau and placed under the Admiral of the Navy.

Let us now see whit sort of & thing it was thet the Depart-
ment has been trying to breal up. I shall confine myself to the
work of tle College. BEverybody knows that certain lectures
delivered at this College and subsequently given to the world
under the name of "Sea Power", profoundly influenced the navsl
policy of every meritime state save owr own. Let us see what \
the College was striving to accomplish for the United States v
Navy in spite of the adverse influences in Washington.

In 1884 then, vihile the training of boys was still con-
ﬁucted exclusively on board ship, this College was established

for sn advanced course of professional study where of ficers could

4bring to the investigation of the various problens of nsval war-

fare the scientific methods adopted in other professions. Ilence

1vr

the primary idea of the War College was, as stated in a former

paper read here, to raise naval warfare from the empirical stege

to the dignity of a Science. And I will ssy right here tlat that

‘end has been accomplished.

Science, it has been observed,‘is organized knowledge. 3But
before knowledge can be organized it must be possessed. Ilot only
this but there must be nractice, and an accruing experience with
its empirical generalizations, befofe the re can be Science. "The
Highest art of every kind", says Herbert Spencer, "is based upon

Science", or, to put it in other words, "Every science is evolved



out of its corresponding art". One of the principles of the
Science of Education is that throuvghout youth and in meturity
the process shall be one of slef-instruction. "Win i the learner
discovers by mental effort', it has been said, "is better thean
what is told to him." This applies with peculiar force here
among of ficers of mature years who have heen practicing the
elementary rules of naval tactics at sea, and are now prepared,
each one for himself, to discover and formulate the gene ral
principles underlying the Science of War, as applied to fleets.
Thus from the empirical we reach the ratiomal; from the conerete
we reach the abstract. This is what Captain lMehan 4id and what
each one of us can do. He was obliged Tirst to possess himself
of ‘knowledge. He then organized his Jnowledge and in his treat-
ment of navel strategy he resorted to the "Comparative lethod"
to which modern science owes so much. In & word, Captain

13
Mahan's methods were scientific.

It has been said here, in this College, that there are no
instructors, save only such as are inclined to self-instruoction.
To this I merke one exception -~ Cgpfain Mahan was sn instructor
in a very real sense, but he Decame one (and this is the point I
wish to emphasize) he became one by first instructing himself.
Confessed lgnorance in the first step is the acquisitica of
kmowledge and such lgnorance he confessged in the following let-
ter dated on board U.3.8. WACHUSETT, Guayequil, Sept. 4, 1884.

I should like the positiom, like it probsbly very

much. I believe I have the cepaecity and perhaps

some inherited aptitude for the particular study;

but I do not on questioning myself find thet now I

have the special accurate kunowledge that I should

thin necessary. I fear you give me credit for

knowing more than I do, and having given & special

attention to the subgect which I have nob.

I take it the subject proposed to me involves an

amount of higtorical nsrrative, specially directed

toward showing the causes of failure and success,

and thus enforcing certein general principles. Whether

to this is to be added any attenpt at evolving systeuns

of tactics applicable to modern naval varfare, I dont

understand; but I suppose by Taval Tactics you scarce-
ly mean a reproduction of Parker. Taking simply the
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first subject, as I turn over in my mind the naval

battles, and naval sud mized operstions, se-ttercd

throut history, and think hor 1little I know about

them in detail, the work agsumes very great pro-

portionse To look out the authorities, master them,

digest and arrange the material thus acquired, bring

together examples illustrating the seme lessons, ‘

above all the eriticism, every one of these steps

is big. Yet, 1f I rightly understand the subject,

no less could be considered adecuste treatment. And

then how large a mass must be gone throvgh and in

the end found useless.® * ¥ As to preparation here

on board ship it is impossible~ T have looked through the

(ship's) library and find 1ittle materisl and less that

is first-rate. I can go through it all in a few weeks.

Besides I should have to give my whole mind to the nst-

ter, which in command (of & ship) is impossible. No

man is less able to gerve two magters. ¥ * * * * X

My reply to you then is "yes™ -~ I should like to come,

if after reading my letter you still wish it. Indeed

I don't think I - would be right in refusing to help in

a new, difficult and most needful work, if in the judg-
A . S

W
y

ment of others I can be useful. Meantime, * *
I will work up what is at hand as though the matter
were settled.

Later when his ship was at Cellao, he went to Lima and in a
library there he found a copy of Mommsen's History of Lomc. Il
iz to this work he is indebted for the first glimpse he caught
of the importance of "Sea Fower". "It may be of interest to kuow"
he writes, "that it was when readinc lMommsen's History of Rome in
the English Club at Lima, that I was gtruck by the non-recogni-
tion of the vital influence of Sea Power upon Hannibal's career.”
This lead to further generalizations*® It oceurrcd to him-that the
pert played by maritime power, as shaping the destinies of na-
tions had received but little attention* An analysis the refore
of the course of events through & series of years directed to show
the influence of sea power upon history would serve to imbue
"Officers with an exalted sense of the mission of
their calling, and, by throwing light upon the poli-
tical bearings of naval force contribute to give the
service and the country a more definite impression
of the necessity to provide a fleet adequate to great
undertakings, lest, if an occasion should arise for
"statesmanship directing arms', we shonld be found
unprepared through having no armed force to direct”.
(Preface, Vol.Il,Sea Power and French Revolution.)
This was the original motive of his great work, a work he
it observed that our Navy Depsrtmeny, in ite ignorance of easily

ascertained facts, sousht to suppress. At the heginning he had

no scientific appreciation of the navsl history of the »nost. But
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giVing this the attention required by nis duty here, in this
Co;lege, of treating of nuval teclics ond nsval stratesy, and
collating the vearious incidents of war with the teachings of
military writers, he soon came to recognize that the principles
(which they claimed to be of general application) received ample
i1llustration in naval annals. Thus hig earlier efforts gradwlly
exponded into an attémpt to analyze the strategic conduct of the
ﬁaval'campaigns, as well as the tactical features of the varioms
battles in which any clear tacticsal purpose was shorn by the
commanders engaged. No better illustration than this could be
adduced, showing how our best work is the product of self instruc~
tion during mﬁturity.

It has been claimed more than once in this College tmt we
have no professors - no teachers ~ that we all occupy a common
plane in the fields of research., But we must make an excepticn
in the case of the author of Sea Power as already stated. He
began by teaching himself in order thet he might teach others.

We may profit by the example set us, forAit must not be sup-
posed trat the subject has been exhausted. Neval history for the
most part has been, in fact still 18, a collection of single,
isolated and independent fscts. The ships of one nation encount-
er, at sea, the ships of snother nstion, with vhich it is at
wor. A battle ensues and the results =z:e given with more or lesﬁ
detail. This is @n isolated fact. The historian then procecds
to give an account of another see fight, and still another,
and so on to the end .of the chapter. Thus we have & series of
independent facts, each eone interesting in itself, to the naval
student, and Worthy of critical examination in all its various
aspects. But, not satisfied with the historian's bare statement
6f a single fact, or of a series of facts he, thec student, asks
himself whether it wss through accident or desim that thos op)os-
ing fleets met and foughl at sesa. on further exadination he

finds out that there is & relation between these focts. He thus




uncovers, or discovers, what hed been hiddeon from him, that thege

several facts are reluted by a lav. What, then, hod appeared to

him as & series of independent, unrelsted feets, he finds out to

be phenamena which fall within the Reign of Law. In short, he
has by self effort gasined knowledse; he has orgenized that
knowledge, and has worked oub fof himself the Science‘of Nﬁmal
Strategy. There is a still higher field of inquiry. Why were
those two natioms at war? The causes which led to our war of
1812, have been traced back for nearly 150 years, or to the

middle of the 17th Century.

Captain Little was good enough to cgll my attention to the

following passage ‘in Captain Mahan's opening remarks on Naval -

Strategy. It will be observed that he justifies the publishing

of his works on "Sea Power" by saying that (in book form) offi-

cerg attending the College may consult -them. The guestion
noturally presents itself: do officers attending the Gollegé
Course consult those works? Or, in general terms, do naval
officers read those books?

The extract runs as follows: -~

v One of the first steps in imparting, or in acquiring
knowledge of any particular subject, is for the teacher
te frame end the student to mmster accurate definitions

"of the terms, or words, peculiar to the subject. Unless
these terms, or words, have such fixed meanings and are
mutually understood, wrong impressions are zlmost sure to
be conveyed, and teacher and learner are in the position
of men endeavoring to exchange ideas by means of a lang-
uage which to one or the other is unfamiliar. I can re-
member the time when drills at the great guans were vpre-
ceded by no systematic instruction in the nomenclature
of thke piece and its carriasge. OFf course, with the sim-
ple character of the weapons of those days, the guns'
crew day by day picked up, as & child does, the meening
of words by constant repetition and femiliar use.

Nevertheless, there was & distinct loss of time from
the failure to employ the more logicel method of first
imparting the remes and terms to he used in the in-
struc tions .

By the decision of the College faculty, there has heen
assigned to me (1892) as my perticular branch, the treat-
ment of Waval ¥trategy and Haval Tactics; with these is
also associated, necessarily and formally, Heval History.
‘I say,™necessarily", for Nawal ilistory is, in every aze,
the handmaid of Waval Werfare. It contains the records
of naval experience, which upon careful stucy are found
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to verify and substantiate those genernl conclusioas which
are sometimos called the Hules, or liaswims, of the Art of Wer.

These experiences of Haval Var give the foundeation, upon

which elone, in all ages, a2 Qound theory of War must be

built.

They serve also afterwards to illustrate those rules, or
teachings, which I shall hereafter lay down more o1 less
dogmatically. It is upon this ground that I justify the
publication, by myself, of certain works upon Ievel His-
tory, although that publication is a departure from the
sound general rule of the College, not to rrint its lectwres.

My own published works on Haval History, are simply the lec-
tures delivered here, by me, in previous years. They embody
numerous illustrations, and are accompanied by critical
analyseés, which 1 must now use again, to support and eluc-
- 1date the systematic teaching I propose to give. They'are,
in truth, foundations upon which my coming course is erected;
- and, independently of other reasons for publicstion, the
utility to officers attending the College of having the works
with which the library has been purposely stocked to refer
to, exceeds in my opinion the haim done by parting with so
much of our stock in trade. j
(Opening of Capteain Mghan's Lectures on Campaisn of 1796.) :

He here states explicitly that his works on Sea Power (by |
:Q' ~furnishing numerous illustrations, accompanied by critical ana-~
»35 lyses) constitute the foundations of his course of lectures on B
Naval Strategy. Thus he progressed (by a course of ge lf-instruc- é
.bion) and proceeded from the empiricsl to the rational, from the ;
A : Yo
concrete to the sbetrect; and from empirical generalizations he >
haes raised (to repeat it once more) Haval Warfore to the plene Qf ':
8 Sciencc.
There is reason for hoping that these lectures on Haval
‘Strategy will soon be revised by the author and be broughthyp to
_date, showing how the principles laid down have received further ;
‘illustrstions by our war with Spain and that between Russia and -

' Japan. Printed in book form, for private circulation for the

exclusive use of the College, and for those who . attend the annual
7 . Qonferences here, these lectures should be studied just zc stu-
dents of milituary science 'study Jomini.

In a paper read at this College sbout 20 years sgo (Bept. 6,

i'ing ourselves to be on the road that leads to the Science of aval

|
¥

.;ﬁ18867 occures the following in regard to the College work:"Know-

P

Sy ’ ’ . .
“ . Warfare, let us confidently look for the one who will lay the
i \foundations of that Science and do for 1t whnt Yomini éid for .

Q‘Military Science." And in a note added 15 years later it said:

7 "He has come and his name is HMahan". I
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